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PREFACE. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  Brown  University, 
held  in  Septemher,  1844,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  request- 
ing Professor  Gammell  to  prepare  "  an  adequate  history  of  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  University."  Want  of  sufBcient  material  was  with- 
out doubt  the  reason  why  the  facile  pen  of  the  Professor  of  Rhetoric 
and  History  was  not  employed  on  this  important  and  much  needed 
work.  Three  years  later  the  author,  immediately  on  graduating, 
entered  upon  liis  long  professional  career  in  connection  with  the 
Library.  At  first  he  was  an  assistant  under  the  late  Professor  Charles 
C-  Jewett.  In  March,  1848,  he  succeeded  liim  in  the  Librarianship  of 
the  UniTCTsity.  One  of  his  earliest  efforts  as  Librarian  was  to  complete 
a  file  of  the  annual  catalogues.  Afterwards,  by  means  of  circulars  and 
otherwise,  he  made  a  collection  of  pamphlets,  manuscripts  and  docu- 
ments illustrative  of  the  history  of  the  College.  As  a  result  he 
published,  in  1864,  a  large  duodecimo  volume  of  five  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pages,  entitled,  "Life,  Times  and  Correspondence  of 
James  Manning  and  the  Early  History  of  Brown  University";  and 
three  years  later  a  handsome  quarto  volume  entitled,  "History  of 
Brown  University,  with  lUustratiTe  Documents."  These  works  have 
long  been  out  of  print,  the  nnmber  of  copies  of  the  latter  having  been 
limited  to  three  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  stereotype  plates  of  the  for^ 
mer  having  been  destroyed  in  the  breaking  up  of  the  long  established 
house  of  Gould  and  Lincoln,  of  Boston. 

At  the  Commencement  in  189S,  the  author  resigned  his  position  as 
Librarian,  after  a  continuous  and  uninterrupted  service  of  forty-six 
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years.  Since  that  time  he  haa  heen  employed  upon  the  present  work. 
It  was  his  original  intention,  in  accordance  with  the  circulars  sent  out, 
to  include  in  this  fitst  volume  a  history  of  the  Library,  an  account  of 
the  Revivals  iu  College,  and  an  account  of  the  Portraits  in  Sayles 
Memorial  Hall.  These  will  appear  in  the  second  volume.  In  their 
stead  he  has  revised  and  rewritten  his  Life  of  Manning,  enlarging  upon 
the  early  history  of  the  College,  and  devoting  entire  chapters  to  sub- 
jects of  special  interest,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  ori^  of 
the  College,  the  Charter,  the  First  Commencement,  the  Contest  for  the 
final  location,  the  early  College  Laws,  the  history  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  building  of  the  present  spacious  and  beautiful  meeting- 
house **for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  G-od,  and  also  for  holding 
Commencement  in."  The  Correspondence  of  Manning,  who  was  a  lead- 
ing man  in  Providence  during  all  the  trying  scenes  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  and  undoubtedly  stood  at  the  head  of  the  denomination  to 
which  he  was  attached,  are  republished  in  full,  together  with  additional 
letters  which  have  come  to  light  during  the  past  thirty  yeare.  They 
furnish  an  admirable  illustration  of  the  efforts  put  forth  by  our  fathers 
under  the  auspices  of  the  College,  and  the  Warren  Association,  in  behalf 
of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  Interspersed  throughout  the  book  are 
sketches  of  Manning's  associates  and  pupils,  and  of  his  correspondents, 
some  of  whom  were  among  the  leading  Dissenters  in  England,  and  were 
specially  friendly  to  the  American  cause  during  the  war.  This  first 
volume,  which  is  complete  in  itself,  is  now  given  to  the  puUic,  among 
whom  are  two  thousand  graduates,  with  the  author's  best  wishes  for 
the  prosperity  and  continued  growth  of  his  beloved  Alma  Mater. 

R.  A.  G. 

PBOvroKNCB,  September  1, 1S96. 
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FIRST    PREFACE. 


A  CBNTDBT  bu  slapsod  sinco  Bbowm  Umivbbuit  wu  founded,  and  nearly  tbree 
quarteiB  ol  a  ceataty  have  pasaed  awa;  alnce  the  death  ol  Dk.  MuiHiHa;  yet  no 
extended  history  ol  the  one  or  llle  of  the  other  has  been  published .  This  neglect  to 
record  the  honors,  the  straggleB,  and  triumphs  of  the  lonnder,  so  to  speak,  of  the 
venerable  seat  of  learning,  with  the  early  history  of  which  hie  own  history  is  so  closely 
Identified,  mnst  be  ascribed,  in  part,  to  the  almost  habitual  Indifference  which  Baptists 
have  thns  far  manifested  to  the  characters  and  the  tame  of  their  fathers  and  departed 
worthies. 

"It  is  mortifying,"  says  a  writer' in  one  of  the  earlier  nombers  of  the  CAHstton 
Setneui,  "  that  we  have  allowed  men  like  Clarke  and  Callender,  Backus  and  Huining— 
each  of  them  an  honored  and  true-hearted  advocate  of  the  faith  which  we  pioleas,  at  a 
time  when  this  faith  was  despised  and  derided  over  the  greater  part  of  New  England,— 
tc  pass  away  so  neatly  from  the  memory  of  men.  They  were  all  scholars,  who  com- 
pared well  with  the  foremost  ol  their  time.  Some  of  tbem,  also,  have  linked  their 
names  with  the  history  ol  the  country,  by  the  setvlces  they  rendered  In  the  days  of  her 
early  settlements,  and  her  subseqnent  struggles  tot  national  independence.  Bnt  no  one 
ot  them  has  fonnd  among  their  own  brethren  a  biographer  to  set  forth  their  labors  and 
sacriflces,  and  to  delineate  their  charaoters  in  connection  with  the  peculiar  faith  which 
they  professed.  Their  lives,  in  some  Instances,  at  least,  were  filled  with  important 
events,  which  illnstrated  the  civil  and  religious  character  ot  the  age  to  wtiich  they 
belong.  They  were  made  baantUnl,  too,  by  their  simple  manners,  their  all-enduring 
faith,  their  deep  devotion  to  truth.  It  Is  sad  to  think  that  thelt  memory  baa  so  nearly 
perished,  and  it  is  humiliating  to  think  that  this  would  have  been  permitted  in  no  other 
denomination  than  our  own." 

In  ISIS,  twenty-four  years  after  Dr.  Manning's  death,  a  brief  sketch  of  his  character 
and  life  by  the  late  John  Howlond,  Esq.,  was  published  in  the  Sliode  IiUxtuI  LUavrn 
R*po»Uory,  It  comprises  sixteen  pages,  and  consists  chiefly  of  personal  leCoUectlons. 
Mr.  Howland,  although  his  calling  was  humble,  possessed  original  and  vlgorons  powers 

■  Frof .  Wm.  Gammell. 
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of  mind,  which  ba  had  ottlUvfttod  bj  extemlre  rMkUng  and  a  oIom  obgervktlon  of  man 
and  mannan.  Ha  waa  a  warm  adminr  of  Pruidaut  HsDnlng,  who,  with  tbe  leading 
men  of  the  town,  uaad  to  traqnent  hla  shop.  Althoagh  differing  from  him  In  hie 
rellgione  aentlmente,  he  haa  furulabad  a  eketoh  of  Manning  which  the  Bev.  Dr.  Hague, 
In  hi  I  "  Historical  Diaconne,"  pronounces  "  an  elegant  trlbnte  to  hla  memory." 

Kearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  later,  a  memoir  of  Freaident  Manning,  from  the  pen  of 
William  Qilea  Qoddard,  LL.  D.,  at  that  time  the  accompliihed  Proteaaor  of  Belles-letter* 
Id  Brown  Unlveratty,  was  publiahed  In  the  AmeHoan  Quarterif/  RtfrUter.  Thia  memoir  La 
neceaaortly  brief,  and  although  an  admirable  apeclmen  of  the  author's  skill  In  literary 
writing,  famishes  but  little  additional  Information  respecting  Manning,  bis  materials 
having  been  limited  mainly  to  the  Collage  reoordt,  and  tha  traditions  that  had  coma 
down  to  hla  time.  As  an  llluitratlon  of  this  dearth  of  material,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Elton,  a 
few  yeara  later.  In  hla"Llterary  Bemalns  of  Jonathan  Mazcy,"  D.D.,  thua  remarks: 
"  President  Manning  embodied  In  an  enduring  form  few  of  the  productions  ot  his  noble 
mind.  Of  hla  writings,  after  diligent  inquiry  for  aeTeral  years,  we  hare  been  able  to 
Obtain  only  two  of  bis  familiar  lettera,  and  an  address  delivered  to  the  gradnatlug 
elaaa  In  1TS9." 

The  present  work  owea  its  origin  to  a  train  of  circumstances,  by  which  the  author 
came  Into  the  poaaesaioo  ot  new  and  original  aources  of  information  In  regard  to 
Manning  and  his  aaaooiataB.  In  the  yeat  1848,  soon  after  he  entered  upon  his  duties  aa 
Ubrartan  of  Brown  UnlTarsitjr,  a  handsome  moroooo  portfolio,  lettated  on  the  beck 
"HANHnaPAPKBS,"  was  plaoad  in  his  hands,  aa  the  custodian  ol  tha  Llbtaiy.  Tbeae 
papers,  containing  thtrtoen  pockagas  carefully  arranged  by  Manning  himself,  were 
found  on  examination  Co  be  his  corraapondeQoe  with  Mends  in  England,  he  having  pre- 
■arrad  copies  ot  his  own  letters  to  them.  They  came  from  the  late  Mrs.  Ludlow,  wife 
ol  the  B«T.  Peter  Lndlow,  and  daughter  ot  tha  Bev.  Stephen  Oano.  Mr.  Oano,  upon  tha 
death  ot  Mrs.  Manning,  who  was  his  aunt,  took  possession  of  Mr.  Manning's  papers,  aa 
administrator  ot  the  estate.  Upon  his  own  death,  in  ISSS,  the  portfolio  containing 
Manning's  foreign  correapondance,  as  above  described,  fell  into  the  hands  ot  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Ludlow,  who  Anally  presented  it  to  the  Library.  Tbe  greater  portion, 
however,  of  Dr.  Manning's  papers,  being  loosely  kept  In  barrets,  were,  through  a  sad 
mistake  which  good  housawlvaa  aometimea  make,  unfortunately  destroyed.  Tbeae 
papers  comprised  without  donbt  private  diaries,  Important  narratives,  recorda  pertain- 
ing to  the  Church,  the  Collage,  the  Association,  — In  short,  ample  materials  lor  his  own 
personal  history,  and  the  history  ot  his  times.  An  Instance  like  this  Uluatratea  the 
folly  ot  making  the  garrets  and  Btoiebouaes  ot  private  dwellings  places  ot  deposit  for 
valuable  manuscript  papers,  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  which  historical  societies 
are  instituted. 
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The  acqaUttlon  of  tbe  "  HuiirnKi  Pafbki"  awaksned  on  tbe  pBTt  of  the  author  a 
dsBlie  to  obtain  Iarth«T  intormatton  in  regard  to  the  early  hiBtor;  of  the  College,  and 
the  life  of  Its  Orst  Preaident.  By  means  of  letters  and  clicnlart  and  by  peceietent 
aSort,  a  large  nnmber  of  maniiDcrlpt  documenta,  printed  pamphlets,  sormoat,  addrsMes, 
catalogues,  theses,  programmea,  minutes  ot  the  Warren  Aasoclation,  etc.,  have  been 
collected  and  carefully  arranged  (or  preservation  In  the  College  Library.  The  Utlea  ot 
moat  ol  these  are  given  in'Baitlett'a  Bibliography  of  Bhode  Island  <Bee  nndet  Bkowb 
UHivnsmr,  pp.  4S-66).  From  these  varied  materialB  the  present  work  has  been  mainly 
compiled. 

In  preparing  a  history  ot  thla  kind,  a  large  number  ot  books  and  pamphlets  have  ot 
necessity  been  cooaulted  and  used,  msny  ot  which  are  referred  to,  both  in  the  text  and 
In  toot- notes.  The"MAHinKa  Fapbbs,"  the  papers  and  correspondence  of  Hezekiah 
Smith,  D.  D.,  the  papers  of  the  Hon.  David  Howell,  and  the  early  College  records, 
together  with  files  of  the  Proeidenee  Qaxettt,  constitute.  It  may  be  added,  the  basis  ot 
the  book. 

The  author  takes  great  pleasure  In  acknowledglug  herewith  his  obllgationa  to  David 
Benedict,  D.  D.,  the  veteran  historian,  from  whom  he  obtained  Manning's  diary  and  the 
correapoudeuce  of  Hezekiah  Smith,  together  with  other  valuable  letters  and  documents, 
including  a  set  of  the  printed  minutes  of  the  Warren  Association  from  the  year  ITTl ; 
William  B.  Spnigue,D.D.,  of  Albany,  who  kindly  furnished  copies  ot  Maoaio'g'a  letters 
to  General  Miller,  and  also  presented  to  the  Library  the  orlgloal  draft  ot  the 
College  Charter,  ot  which  an  account  Is  given  in  the  first  chapter,  and  in  the  Appendix ; 
Horatio  Gates  Jones,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  from  whom  he  obtained  copies  ot  Manning's 
letters  to  Bev.  Thomas  Uatlck,  and  also  much  Information  essential  to  his  work ;  the 
Rev.  Silas  HsU,  ot  Baynbam,  Mass.,  to  whom  he  is  indebted  for  a  dopy  ot  Backas's 
mannsctlpt  minutes  ot  the  first  tour  meetings  ol  the  Warren  Association ;  Capt.  O.  L, 
Dwlgkt,  tor  papers  belonging  to  his  great-grandfather,  the  Hon.  David  Howell, 
including  letters  to  him  from  Manning;  the  Bev.  Thomas  8.  Drowne,  ot  Brooklyn, 
M.  Y.,  tor  many  rare  documents  and  pamphlets  pertaining  to  the  early  history  of  the 
College ;  the  Bhode  Island  Historical  Society,  for  the  free  use  of  its  accumulated 
treasures,  and,  in  fine,  to  all  the  numerous  friends  who  have  in  any  manner  aided  him 
in  his  work. 

Justice  to  his  feelings  requires  the  author  to  eipresa  his  special  gratitude  to  Barnas 
Sears,  D.D.,  President  of  Brown  University,  tor  valuable  suggestions  and  counsels,  and 
for  friendly  encouragement,  given  him  from  time  to  time  while  engaged  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  labors.  The  publishers  also,  Messrs.  Gould  and  Lincoln,  deserve  grateful 
mention  tor  the  interest  which  they  have  taken  in  the  publication  of  the  book,  the  good 
taste  which  they  have  displayed  in  Its  mechanical  erecntiou,  and  tor  the  liberality 
and  promptness  with  which  the  arrangements  have  been  made  and  completed. 
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6  FIE8T   PREFACE. 

The  undertaking  was  entered  upon  with  great  diffidence.  It  h*8  been  oontinaed 
from  year  to  yeai,  nnder  all  the  dUadvautages  ol  accumulated  public  and  proleaeioual 
dutlei,  and  amidst  frequent  intermptione.  ElBtorical  accuracy,  and  not  literary  excel- 
lence, is  alt,  therefore,  to  which  the  anthoc  haa  been  able  to  aspire.  Sincerely  wishing 
that  he  had  poueued  greater  skill  and  more  ample  leisure  for  the  performance  of  the 
task  to  which  hla  position  as  Libtarikn  seems  naturally  to  have  aesigned  him,  the 
work,  with  all  its  imperfections,  is  herewith  submitted  to  the  public,  In  the  hope  that  it 
may  prove  acceptable  to  the  general  Tender,  and  especially  useful  to  the  College,  and  to 
the  rellgioas  denomination  under  whose  ansplcea  the  College  was  founded. 

B.  A.  6. 
Bbowk  Uhituuutt,  September  1,  ISH. 
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Brown  University  and  Manning. 


CHAPTER  I. 

1756-1783. 

Origin  ol  the  College  — BaptlatB  a  centDry  and  a  ball  ago  — Pdnclplea  at  variance  with 
those  of  the  standing  ordera- Six  colleges  In  existence  at  this  time  — Hopftwell 
Academy  and  the  Philadelphia  AaaoclMion  — Isaac  Eaton  — Diiclngulsbed  graduate* 
of  the  Academy  —  Success  of  tbe  Academy  inspired  the  trienda  of  leaming  in  the 
denomination  totoundacollege-Moigan  Bdwarda  the  prime  mover  in  the  matter 
-Sketch  of  tiis  character  and  life  —  Inclined  to  ToTyisin  daring  the  War  of  the 
Bevolution  —  Two  sons  William  and  Joahaa — Extracts  from  the  funeral  sermon  of 
the  latter  preached  in  18M,  giving  partloiilarH  relating  to  his  father  —  BecantatloD 
of  Toryism  in  ITTS  — Extracts  from  the  funeral  sermon  of  Morgan  Edwards,  preached 
by  the  Rev.Dr,  William  Bogers,  in  ITOS  — Peculiarities  — Meeting  of  the  Philadelphia 
Association,  Oct.  13, 1163,  when  the  moderator,  Morgan  Edwards,  made  the  motion  to 
found  a  college  —  DilHcuities  In  the  way  of  snch  an  undertaking  —  Urgent  naed  of  an 
educated  Baptist  ministry  — Colleges  in  existence  generally  unfriendly  to  Baptists- 
Extract  from  Backus's  history  — James  Manning  esteemed  a  suitable  leader  in  the 
new  enterprise  —  Beginnings  in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown 
University,  f on nd  in  connection  with  the  Philadelphia  Association  — Extracts  from 
the  records  showing  a  contlnned  interest  in  the  Institntl on- Manning's  blrih  and 
parentage  — First  pupil  of  Isaac  Eaton  at  the  Hopewell  Academy  — Conversion  and 
baptism  —  Benjamin  Hitler  bis  pastor  —  At  the  age  of  twenty  admitted  a  mem- 
lier  of  the  Freshman  class  in  the  College  ot  New  Jersey,  now  Princeton  University — 
Extract  (torn  Maclaue'B  history  relative  to  the  founding  of  the  College  ~  Samuel 
Davlea  and  Samuel  Finlay  Presidents  — Letter  from  Oliver  Hart  on  death  of  Davies 
—  Laws  and  Cnstoms  of  the  College  —  Manning's  Claasmates  —  Diploma  —  Licensed 
to  preach  — Marriage  to  Margaret  Stites —Account  o(  the  Stites  family- Ordained 
and  set  apart  as  an  Evangelist  —  Letter  from  Oliver  Hart  inviting  him  to  settle  in 
South  Carolina—  Sketch  of  his  brother-in-law,  Rev.  John  Oano. 

Bbowm  Unitebsitt  owes  its  origin  to  a  desire  od  the  part  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Philadelphia  AssociatioD,'  to  secure  for  the  Baptist  churches 
an  educated  miniBtry,  without  the  restrictions  of  denominational  influence 
or  sectarian  tests.     The  distinguishing  sentiments  of  t^e  Baptists,  it 
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may  be  observed,  were  at  variance  with  the  religious  opinions  that  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  American  colonies.  They  advocated  the 
supremacy  of  the  Bible  ae  the  only  authoritative  rule  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice in  religious  concernments,  freedom  of  worship,  liberty  of  con- 
science, the  entire  separation  of  church  and  state,  believers'  baptism 
by  immersion,  and  a  converted  church  membership;  —  principles  for 
which  they  had  earnestly  contended  from  the  days  of  Roger  Williams. 
The  student  of  history  will  readily  perceive  how  they  thus  came  into 
conflict  with  the  ruling  powers.  The  pages  of  Backus'  and  Semple' 
abound  in  instances  of  individual  oppression  and  of  relentless  persecu- 
tion. In  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  they  were  taxed  for  the 
support  of  churches  of  the  standing  order,  and  upon  a  refusal  of  die 
payment  of  rat«s,  their  lands,  homes,  and  goods  were  seized  and  sold, 
and  they  tliemselves  were  imprisoned.  In  Virginia  the  laws  against 
Dissenters  bore  heavily  and  mainly  against  the  Baptists,  who  suffered 
imprisonment,  accompanied  by  Ones,  whippings,  and  other  penalties. 
Throughout  the  land  they  appear  to  have  been  subjected  to  contumely 
and  reproach.  In  the  words  of  Manning  they  ivere  "  poor,  despised  and 
oppressed."  This  prejudice  and  opposition  against  the  Baptists,  or 
Anabaptists  as  they  were  termed  in  derision,  was  very  naturally  shared 
by  the  colleges  and  academies  then  in  existence.* 

In  the  year  1756,  there  was  founded  at  Hopewell,  New  Jersey, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Philadelphia  Association,  an  academy  "  for 
the  education  of  youth  for  the  ministry."  Among  the  early  records  of 
the  Association  appears  the  following,  under  date  of  October  6th,  this 
being  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting :  —  "  Concluded  to  raise  a  sum 
of  money  toward  the  encouragement  of  a  Latin  Grammar  School,  for 
the  promotion  of  learning  among  us,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Isaac 

>  HIMorji  of  New  Engluid  wjth  putlcnlar  reference  to  tbf  denomination  of  ChilMlui*  called 
BaptUU.  Vol.1, 17TT;Vol. 2,1184;  Vol.  3,  ITSe.  Reprinted  bjtlie  Backas  HUtorlcal  Society,  1  vola. 
8vo.    Nevton,  Hau.,  1S71. 

■  HlMor;  of  the  BaptlMi  in  Virginia.  ISmo.  1810.  Recently  reprinted  bf  tbeSontbern  Baptist 
Publication  Society. 

•  There  were  ail  collegea  In  the  Colonfe*  when  the  cbaner  for  Bhode  Island  College  wu  granted, 
viz,:  Harvard,  founded  In  I«3S;  Wllllun  and  Mary,  1692;  Yale,  IVn;  CoU^e  of  Mew  Jeraey,  or 
Princeton,  ITM ;  UniTenlty  of  Pennaylvanta,  ns3 ;  and  Columbia,  17H. 
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Eaton,  and  the  inspection  of  our  brethren,  Abel  Morgan,  Isaac  Stelle, 
Abel  Giiffith,  and  Peter  B.  Van  Home."  Mr.  Eaton  was  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Eaton,  of  Montgomery,  Pennsylvania.  At  an  early  age  he 
began  to  preach,  and  when  twenty-four  years  old  took  charge  of  the 
church  in  Hopewell.  This  was  in  November,  1748.  Rich  blessings 
were  the  result  of  hie  pastorate,  wbiok  ended  only  with  )us  life,  twenty- 
six  years  after  Ms  ordination.*  He  at  once  became  prominent  in  the 
Association,  and  thus  the  way  was  opened  for  what  proved  to  be  the 
great  work  of  his  life.  To  him,  therefore,  says  a  distinguished  writer,* 
belongs  the  honor  of  being  the  Arst  American  Baptist  to  establish  a  semi- 
nary for  the  literary  and  theolo^cal  training  of  young  men.  For  this 
work  his  natural  endowments  of  mind,  his  rare  personality,  his  varied 
attainments  in  knowledge,  and  his  genuine  piety,  happily  qualified 
him.  Under  his  wise  management  and  able  instruction,  the  academy 
had  a  prosperous  existence  for  eleven  years.  During  this  period 
many,  who  afterwards  became  eminent  in  the  ministry,  received  from 
him  their  education.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  his  first  pupd, 
James  Manning ;  Hezekiah  Smith,  "  the  great  man  of  Haverhill^"  and 
the  distinguished  Chaplain  of  the  Revolution ;  Samuel  Stillman,  the 
eloquent  preacher  of  Boston;  Samuel  Jones,  who  whs  informally 
invited  to  succeed  Manning  in  the  Presidency  of  Rhode  Island  College ; 
John  Gano,  Manning's  lm>ther-in-law,  the  fearless  Chaplain,  and  "a 
Prince  among  the  Baptist  hosts  of  Israel";  Oliver  Hart,  the  beloved 
pastor  and  patriot  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina ;  Charles  Thompson, 
the  Valedictorian  of  the  first  graduating  class  under  Manning;  William 
Williams,  also  of  tiiis  class,  the  founder  of  an  academy  in  Wrentham ; 
Isaac  Skillman,  of  Boetou,  a  member  of  the  famous  "  Committee  on 
Grievances";  Johii  Davis,  of  Boston,  the  first  agent  of  the  churches 
of  the  Warren  Association ;  David  Jones,  the  eminent  pastor,  patriot 

1  Tlie  (abm  «iecled  to  lila  memorj,  flnt  In  the  m«etlng-lioaM,  ud  no*  In  tbe  cenieter]r  of  tbe 
HopewcU  Cbrnrcb, baa  tliii  Inacilptioii:—  "To  tbe  traat  of  tbij  an  depoetted  th«  remmtnaof  Rev. 
InAO  EftUiDt  ■&'  H.,  vbo  tor  npvmrdi  of  twenty-ali  jeiu^  wv  pastor  of  tbls  cbuicb.  from  tbe  c&re  of 
wblch  be  wM  remoYed  bjr  death,  on  Ibe  ttb  of  Jul;,  ITTS,  In  the  forty-eeTontb  je*i  of  hla  >ge." 
"  In  Mm  with  gr*ce  uid  eminence  dtd  iblne 
The  nun,  the  Chiiatlui,  Kcholu,  and  divine." 
■  Ftof.  William  OoddArd,  LL.  D,    Sea  memoli  of  Prealdent  Manning. 
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and  chaplain ;  and  John  Sutton  who  accompanied  Manning  on  his  first 
visit  to  Rhode  Island  in  behalf  of  the  College.  Not  a  few  of  the  Hope- 
well Academy  pupils  distinguished  themselves  in  the  professiona  of 
medicine  and  law.  Of  this  latter  class  was  the  Honorable  Judge 
Howell,  a  name  familiar  to  the  students  of  Rhode  Island  College,  and 
to  the  statesmen  and  jurists  of  his  day.  Benjamin  Stelle,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1766,  and  afterwards 
established  a  Latin  School  in  Providence,  was  also  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Eaton. 
His  daught«r  Mary,  it  may  be  added,  was  the  second  wife  of  the  Hon- 
orable Nicholas  Brown,  the  well-known  benefactor  from  whom  Brown 
University  derives  its  name.  Dr.  Stites  who  educated  his  nephew 
Stephen  Gano,  and  John  and  Richard  Stites,  all  brothers-in-law  of 
Manning,  are  included  in  the  list  of  Hopewell  graduates.  The 
house  in  which  the  sessions  of  the  academy  were  held  is  still  standing, 
and  is  regarded  as  an  object  of  interest  to  the  historian  and  antiquary. 
It  is  on  the  Bound  Brook  Railroad,  near  the  Calvary  Church,  and  not  far 
from  the  "Old  School  Baptist  Church"  edifice,  in  which  the  descend- 
ants of  the  people  to  whom  Mr.  Eaton  ministered,  are  accustomed 
to  meet  for  worship.  The  structure  is  a  plain  Bubstantial  building  in 
good  condition.  The  accompanying  engraving  is  taken  from  a  cut  in 
Cook's  "Story  of  the  Baptists."' 

The  success  of  the  Hopewell  Academy  inspired  the  friends  of  learn- 
ing in  the  denomination  with  renewed  confidence,  and  incited  them  to 
establish  a  college.  *'Many  of  the  churches,"  Bays  a  contemporary, 
"being  supplied  with  able  pastors  from  Mr.  Eaton's  academy,  and 
being  thus  convinced,  from  experience,  of  the  great  usefulness  of  human 
literature  to  more  thoroughly  furnish  the  man  of  God  for  the  most 
important  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry,  the  hands  of  the  Philadelphia 
Association  were  strengthened,  and  their  hearts  were  encoun^j^  to 
extend  their  designs  of  promoting  literature  in  the  Society  (denomina- 
tion), by  erecting,  on  some  suitable  part  of  this  continent,  a  college  or 

'TbeStoiyor  the  BaptUtg  in  aUAg«s  ud  CoontttM.  By  Bev.  Blchnd  B.  Cook.  D.D.  llmo. 
Baltimore,  1SS4.  Tbe  tbirt;.thltd  tboaund  of  tbla  popular  Bod  liutraotlre  blatory  ma  publiibed 
m  SpriDgfleld,  Hau.,  In  IBSa. 
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university,  wMch  should  be  principally  under  the  direction  and  govern- 
ment of  the  BaptUts.  At  first  some  of  the  Southern  colonies  seemed 
to  hid  fairest  to  answer  their  purpose,  there  not  being  so  many  colleges 
in  those  colonies  as  in  the  Northern ;  but  the  Northern  colonies  having 
been  visited  by  some  of  the  Association,  vrho  informed  them  of  the 
great  increase  of  the  Baptist  societies  (churches)  of  late  in  those  parts, 
and  that  the  Rhode  Island  Government  had  no  puUic  school  or  college 
in  it,  and  was  originally  settled  by  persons  of  the  Baptist  persuasion, 
and  a  greater  part  of  the  Government  remained  so  still,  there  was  no 
longer  any  doubt  but  that  this  was  the  most  suitable  place  in  which  to 
carry  the  design  into  execution." 

The  foregoing  extract,  which  appears  in  an  appendix  to  President 
Sears's  Centennial  Discourse,'  is  taken  from  a  rough  sketch  on  file 
among  some  papers  belonging  to  the  Hon.  Judge  Howell,  which  were 
placed  in  the  author's  hands  many  years  ago  by  a  descendant,  the  late 
Gamaliel  Lyman  Dwight.  Dr.  Sears  attributes  the  paper  to  the  Rev. 
Morgan  Edwards.  Whether  from  bis  pen,  or  that  of  Judge  Howell, 
which  latter  seems  quite  probable,  the  writer  was  evidently  familiar 
with  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  the  origin  and  early  history  of  the 
College.  Mr.  Edwards,  whose  name  in  this  connection  is  henceforth 
prominent,  was  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Philadelphia,  now 
called  the  First  Church,  to  which  he  had  been  recommended  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Gill  and  others  of  London.  He  was  a  native  of  Wales,  and  was 
bom  on  the  9th  of  May,  1722.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at 
the  schools  of  Monmouthshire,  and  at  a  suitable  age  he  was  placed 
at  the  celebrated  Bristol  Academy,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Bernard  Foskett.'  Upon  leaving  the  academy  he  preached  for 
seven  years  to  a  small  congregation  in  Boston,  Lincolnshire,  pursuing 
meanwhile  his  theological  studies.  He  became  a  proficient  in  Hebrew 
and  Greek,  and  made  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  in  their  original 
tongues  his  constant  companions,  deeming  them  to  be,  using  his  own 

>  Celebration  of  tbe  One  Handredth  AnDlvereary  of  tbe  Foundins  of  Broini  UnlTeralt;,  Septem- 
ber «b,  IBM.   Sto.   Frovldence,  ISSE.    8eepp.ez-«t. 

■For>biograpblcal  aketcb  of  Dr.  Foikett,  >ee  Rippon's  BaptlK  KegUter  for  tbe  yevi  17M~T, 
Vol.  2.    e™,    U>nd.,  pp.  422-31. 
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words,  the  "  two  eyes  of  a  minister."  On  the  first  day  of  June,  17S7^ 
he  was  ordained  pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  in  Cork,  Ireland.  Here  he 
remained  nine  years  ;  and  here  he  matried  his  fiist  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Nunn.  He  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the  28d  of  May, 
1761,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  American  pastorate. 
Being  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  possessed  of  superior  learning  and 
abilities  united  with  uncommon  petseverance  and  zeal,  he  became  an 
acknowledged  leader  in  various  literary  and  benevolent  undertakings, 
devoting  to  them  freely  his  talents  and  his  time,  and  thereby  randerii^ 
essential  service  to  the  denomination  to  which  he  was  attached.  He 
was  the  moving  cause  of  having  the  minutes  of  the  Philadelphia 
Association  printed,  publishing  first,  at  his  own  expense,  tables  exhibit- 
ing the  original  and  annual  state  of  the  aasociating  churches.  He 
journeyed  from  Kew  Hampshire  to  Georgia,  gathering  facts  for  a 
history  of  the  Baptists;  and  these  "Materials,"  as  he  termed  them, 
penned  or  printed,  are  the  most  valuable  records  of  the  kind  extant. 
"In  his  day,"  says  Cathcart,  "no  Baptist  minister  equalled  him,  and 
since  his  day  no  one  has  excelled  him."  This  may  be  a  somewliat 
exaggerated  statement,  having  special  reference  doubtless  to  his  historical 
labors.  It  shows  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  a  former  Phila- 
delphia pastor,  and  the  author  of  the  "Baptist  Encyclopedia."  The 
great  enterprise  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  engaged,  and  the  one  with  which 
his  name  will  he  forever  associated,  was  the  founding  of  Rhode  Island 
College.  In  this  he  appears  to  have  been  the  prime  mover.  His 
activity  in  procuring  from  the  State  Legislature  a  charter,  and  his  exer- 
tions in  procuring  in  England  and  Ireland  the  first  funds  for  the 
endowment  of  the  "Infant  Institution,"  he  deemed  to  his  latest  days 
to  be  the  greatest  service  be  bad  ever  rendered  for  the  Baptist  cause. 
This  statement  is  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Rogers,  in  a  funeral 
discourse  which  he  preached  on  the  22d  of  February,  1795.'  Dr.  Rogers 
was  a  member  of  the  first  graduating  class  of  the  College,  and  Mr. 

>TkU  dlMoarse  w»  Brat  pnbllsbed  In  Slppon'a  Bsptlat  Regitler  tor  tbe  yeori  1TM->T,  VolS, 
Bto.  Land,,  pp.  30e-M.  A,  portion  of  It  Is  gtven  In  "  Documantu-f  HUtoTjot  tbe  Unlvanltr," 
pp.  I6T-1T1. 
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Edwftrda's  successor  in  the  pastorate  at  Philadelphia.  Id  his  "  Materials 
towards  a  History  of  the  Baptists  id  PeaDsylvania,"  published  in  ITTO, 
Mr.  Edwards  speaks  of  himself,  quoting  his  own  words,  as  having 
"  labored  hard  to  settle  a  Baptist  College  in  the  Rhode  IslaDd  Govem- 
meDt,  aDd  to  raise  money  to  endow  it ;  which,  he  deems  the  greatest 
service  he  has  done  or  hopes  to  do  for  the  Baptist  interest."  In  the 
same  work,  aft«r  speaking  of  his  endeavors  to  make  the  combination 
of  Baptist  Churches  universal  upon  this  continent,  he  adds: —  "And 
should  God  give  me  success  herein,  as  in  the  affair  of  the  Baptist 
College,  I  shall  deem  myself  the  happiest  man  od  earth," 

During  the  Revolutionary  struggle  Mr.  Edwards  sympathized  with 
the  mother  country,  where  nearly  forty  yeais  of  his  life  had  been  spent, 
and  where  he  had  secured  substantial  aid  for  the  College.  Hence  his 
influence  was  greatly  impaired,  and  his  affections  were  for  a  time  alien- 
ated from  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  who,  to  a  man,  were  ardent 
patriots.  According  to  Cathcart,  who  has  published  a  volume  entitled, 
"The  Baptisbj  and  the  American  Revolution,"  he  was  the  only  Tory 
in  the  ministry  of  the  American  Baptist  Churches.  His  Toiyism,  how- 
ever, was  rather  a  matter  of  principle  than  of  action,  yet  it  served  to 
bring  him  into  disrepute.  Having  a  Welsh  temperament  he  could 
hardly  restrain  his  speech,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  made  use 
of  expressions  which  gave  great  offence.  His  family,  too,  was  identi* 
fled  with  His  Majesty's  service,  one  of  his  sons  being  an  officer  in  the 
English  army.  He  married  for  his  second  wife,  according  to  Dr. 
Rogers's  statement,  a  Mrs.  Singleton  of  Delaware,  in  which  state  he 
resided  many  years,  upon  a  plantation  which  he  had  purchased.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Committee  of  White  Clay  Creek,  held  at  Mr.  Henry 
Darby's  house,  in  New  York,  Aug.  7, 1775,  Mr.  Edwards  was  present 
and  signed  a  recantation  of  his  Tory  principles,  which  was  voted  satis- 
&ctoiy.  After  the  vrar  he  occasionally  read  lectures  in  Divinity  in  Phil' 
adelphia  and  other  cities,  but  he  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  resume 
tiie  work  of  a  Christian  minister.  He  died  at  Pencader,  Newcastle 
County,  Delaware,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1795,  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age.    The  universal  testimony  of  those  with  whom  he  was 
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aseociated,  and  who  knew  him  intimatelj  was,  that  he  was  "  a  great 
and  a  good  man.'" 

Mr.  Edwards  left  two  sons,  William  and  Joshua.  The  former  was 
a  pupil  in  Manning's  Latin  School  at  Warren,  removing  with  the 
School  to  Providence  in  1770.  At  the  second  Commencement  of  the 
College,  the  account  states,  "  the  husiness  of  the  day  being  concluded, 
and  before  the  assembly  broke  up,  a  piece  from  Homer  was  pronounced 
by  Master  Billy  Edwards,  not  nine  years  old."  He  was  graduated  from 
the  College  in  1776.  Sympathizing  with  his  father  in  his  attachment 
to  the  land  of  his  birth,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  George  III.  in  the 
great  RevolutiouAry  struggle.  Eventually  he  became  a  British  officer 
with  the  rank  of  colonel.  After  the  war  he  resided  in  London.  On  his 
way  to  Cork  from  Bristol  to  see  about  the  settlement  of  hie  mother's 
estate,  he  in  some  way  perished,  as  nothing  was  ever  heard  from  him 
afterwards.  Joshua  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Dec.  29,  1769.  On 
arriving  at  manhood  he  spent  some  time  in  England,  being  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  an  ample  estate.  Returning  to  this  country  he  married  and 
settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  died  in  1854,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five.  A  son  of  his.  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  an  eccentric  Baptist 
preacher  and  evangelist,  was  living  some  years  ago  in  Burlington,  Iowa. 
In  a  correapondepce  with  him  the  writ«r  received  an  account  of  his  life, 
and  copious  extracts  from  a  sermon  preached  at  his  father's  funeral  in 
1854.  These  extracts  give  new  and  interesting  particulars  respecting 
his  grandfather,  Morgan  Edwards.  No  apology  need  be  offered  for 
publishing  in  this  connection  some  of  these  extracts :  — 

Margaa  EdwHrds  was  ft  native  o(  WalsH.  In  sarly  lite  be  embraced  BapttBt  princi- 
plea  (hlB  parenta  weie  of  (he  Charch  of  Bngland),  and  having  stadted  In  the  academy 
of  the  piouB  Dr.  Foakett,  he  completed  hie  theological  coarae  under  the  three  great  Bap- 
tist divines  and  scholars,  Dr.  Stennett,  Dr.  Llewelyn,  and  Dr.  Gtll.  The  Baptist  con- 
gregation in  PJii lad elpbU,  having  lost  Its  first  minister,  the  Rev.  Jenkin  Jones,' and 

iSae  letters  trom  Bev.  Fruicis    Pelot  and  Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  addreued  to  Hezeklab  Smith. 

■lir.JoQeswubomalioatieSO, Id  Wales,  and  cune  to  this  country  In  ino.  He  took  chargeor 
the  First  Ctinreb  or  Philadelphia,  Hay  is,  ITM,  at  the  time  the  church  vu  recoastltoted.  Pre- 
vious to  that  time  the  PhUadeliihla  bod;  was  oul;  a  branch  of  the  Lower  Dublin  Church,  of  vblch 

Hr.  Jones  had  been  pastor  lor  twenty-one  years.    He  died  July  is,  iTtl.   See  Cathcart's  Encyclo- 
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being  composed  moatl;  of  Wdlah  people,  he  wsa  importaned  to  come  to  Amelias.  .  .  . 
He  was  a  man  of  leaming  and  enterprise  and  public  spirit.  He  projected  the  establiafa- 
ment  of  a  college  lor  the  Baptists,  and  went  to  England  and  Ireland  to  solicit  tands  tor 
the  erection  o[  Brown  University,  at  Providence,  Bbode  Island.  In  this  he  was  largely 
snccesatol,  and  so  that  Institution  owes  iCa  existence  In  a  measure  to  him. 

He  lost  his  wife  (danghter  of  Joshua  Nunn,  of  Cork,  Iceland),  soon  after  the  birth  ol 
ber  eighth  child,  suddenly,  bnt  not  nnexpectodly  to  ber,  for  she  had  lived  for  years 
under  tbe  impreMlon  that  at  that  time  she  would  die.  Tbe  effect  upon  him  was  dis- 
tressing. He  was  seized  with  the  impression  that  he  now  understood  a  dream  be 
had  fltteea  years  before,  and  that  it  intimated  to  him  the  year,  and  perhaps  the  dayot 
bis  own  death.  He  preached  and  printed  a,  sermon  expressing  bis  expectation  that  his 
«nd  was  nigh,  but  he  lived  after  this  twenty-five  years.'  A  dislingulsbed  Qnaker  min- 
ister, Pemberton,  came  to  him  and  said: —"  Thy  dream  will  come  true  — this  year  Is 
the  death  of  thy  ministry."  It  was  so;— he  resigned  the  pastoral  office  and  never 
preached  regularly  afterwards,  though  occasionally  he  lectured,  as  he  called  the  read- 
ing of  sermons.  When  tbe  Revolution  commenced,  being  a  man  of  note  and  very 
sarcastic,  and  having  declared  himself  bound  by  his  oath  of  allegiance  to  maintain  the 
king's  cause,  he  became  very  nnpopnlar.  The  Committee  of  Safety  ordered  him  to  be 
secured  as  a  dangerous  person.  Colonel  Miles,  the  Chairman  ol  the  Committee,  took 
Hr.  Edwards  privately  to  his  house  and  hid  htm,  and  then  expedited  the  officers  with 
the  warrant  for  his  apprehension.  Orders  went  at  once  to  Philadelphia,  to  examine  his 
son  Joshua  as  to  tbe  place  of  bis  father's  concealment.    He  knew  nothing  of  it. 

Thb  must  have  been  some  time  after  MorguD  Edwards's  reoaatation, 
as  Joshua  was  at  that  date  only  five  years  and  nine  months  old.  The 
following  extract  from  President  Manning's  diary,  is  of  interest,  show- 
ing Mr.  Edwards's  relations  to  Manning,  Samuel  Jones  and  Colonel 
Miles :  —  "  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  Aug.  XOth,  1779.  Mr.  Edwards,  in 
company  with  Jones  and  myself,  set  out  for  Colonel  Miles.     Distance 

'Or.Regers  giytm  the  title  of  this  remarkable  dlseonrse  as  follows:  — "A.  Elew  Tear's  Olft;  a 
■ennon  preached  Id  this  house,  Janoary  1,  ITTD,  from  tliue  words,  Thti  year  Cum  shoU  ill«."  It 
pasMd  throng  lour  editions  and  natorally  attracted  much  attentlaD.  The  excellent  Qao.  White- 
Held,  Di.  Rogers  adds  In  >  note,  bad  a  similar  delusion  tn  respect  to  a  child  whom  ha  named  John, 
before  Its  bfrtb,  who,  he  beUered  and  predicted  was  to  be  a  preacher  of  tbe  sverlssttng  gospel, 
bnt  who  Instead  died  In  InZancj.  The  full  title  of  tbis  discourse,  wblcb  1  give  from  a  copy  In  the 
CoUege  Ubrary,  reads  as  loUowi :— "A  Ksw  Year's  Gift.  Being  a  sermon  delivered  at  Fblladel- 
phia,  on  Jumary  1,  ITTO;  and  pabllshed  for  rectifying  some  wrong  reports,  and  presenting  others 
of  the  same  aoit  1  bnt  chiefly  for  the  sake  a(  giving  it  another  cbance  of  doing  good  to  thaoi  wbe 
beard  It.  By  Se*.  Morgan  Edwards,  A.  H..  Fellow  of  Rhode  Island  College,  and  minister  at  the 
Baptist  Church  In  Pblladalpbla.    Prmted  by  Joseph  Cmksbank,  In  Second  atraet." 
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thirteea  miles.  Arrived  in  the  eTening,  and  he  and  lady  next  morning 
from  town.  He  haa  a  most  elegant  seat,  gardena,  meadows,  etc.,  and  a 
most  remarkable  apiing,  which  turns  three  wheels  in  one  fourth  of  a 
mile  from  its  source.  Spent  three  days  very  agreeably,  sod  on  the  13th 
set  out  for  town,  Mr.  Edwards  returning  with  Mr.  Jones." 

The  following  is  Mr.  Edwards's  recantation,  which  we  take  from  Dr. 
Armitage's  history :  — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  White  CU;  Creek,  At  Mr.  Henr^  Darby's,  in  New 
York,  Aag.  T,  ITTG,  William  Patteraoii,  Esq.,  being  in  the  chair,  Rev.  Morgan  Edwarda 
attended  and  signed  the  following  recantation,  which  was  voted  satisfactory,  namely; — 

"  Whereaa,  I  have  some  time  since  frequently  made  use  of  rash  and  imprudent 
ezpreMlons  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  my  fellow-countrymen,  who  are  now  engaged 
In  a  noble  and  patriotic  straggle  for  the  liberties  of  America,  against  the  arbitrary 
meaaares  of  the  British  mlDistrr;  which  conduct  has  Justly  raised  their  resentment 
agaiust  me,  I  now  confeas  that  I  have  spoken  wrong,  tor  which  I  am  sorry  and  ask  for- 
giveness of  the  pnbltc  And  I  do  promise  that  for  the  future  I  will  conduct  myself  In 
suchamaoQer  as  to  avoid  giving  offense,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  juatlce  to  myself, 
declare  that  I  am  a  friend  of  the  present  measures  pursued  by  the  friends  of  Ameri- 
can liberty,  and  do  approve  of  them,  and.  so  far  uisin  my  power,  will  endeavor  to  pro- 


The  extracts  from  the  funeral  sermon  of  Joshua  Edwards,  further 
stAte,  that  when  he  was  about  ten  years  old  his  father  married  the 
widow  of  Washington  Nathaniel  Evans,  a  wealthy  proprietor  of  the 
Welsh  Tract  in  Delaware,  and  that  he  went  to  reside  on  her  property  in 
Newark.  This  waa  in  the  year  1780.  Previous  to  this,  according  to 
Dr.  Rogers,  he  had  married  for  his  second  wife  a  Mrs.  Singleton,  of 
Delaware.  The  remains  of  Morgan  Edwards,  Dr.  Armitage  statos, 
were  at  first  buried  in  the  Baptist  meeting-house,  La  Grange  Place, 
between  Market  and  Arch  Streets,  Philadelphia.  They  now  rest  in 
Mount  Moriah  Cemeteiy. 

Dr.  Rogers,  who  in  1772  succeeded  Mr.  Edwards  as  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Philadelphia,  preached  the  funeral  sermon  to  which  we  have 
referred,  from  the  text  selected  by  the  deceased,  in  2  Cor.,  vi.  8:  — 
"By  honor  and  dishonor,  by  evil  report  and  good  report;  as  deceivers 
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and  yet  true."     The  following  extracts  may  fitly  cloae  our  account  of 
the  first  "  mover ' '  in  the  enterprise  of  founding  a  college  :  — 

Amor  Mr.  EdwaidB  certainly  had,  both  in  Bntope  and  America.  The  College  and 
Academy  of  Fhlladelphla,  at  a  very  early  period,  honored  liim  as  a  man  ol  laarning  uid 
a  popolar  preacher,  with  a  diploma,  constituting  him  a  Master  of  Arts ;  this  was  fol- 
lowed hy  a  degree  ad  eundem,  la  the  year  1T69,  from  the  College  of  Bhode  Island,  being 
the  first  Commencemect  in  that  Institution.  In  this  Seminary  he  held  a  Fellowship, 
and  filled  it  with  reputation,  till  he  Tolnntarily  resigned  it  in  1789;  age  and  distance 
having  rendered  him  Incapable  of  attending  the  meetings  o(  the  Corporation  any 
longer. 

He  also  met  with  dlt/umor;  but  he  complained  oot  much  ol  this,  as  it  was  occasioned 
by  his  strong  attachment  to  the  Royal  Family  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
American  war,  which  fixed  on  him  the  name  of  a  Tory;  this  I  should  have  omitted 
mentioning,  had  not  the  deceased  expresely  enjoined  It  npou  me.  For  any  person  to 
have  been  so  marked  out  in  those  days  was  enough  to  bring  on  political  opposition  and 
deetTQCtioii  ot  property;  all  of  which  took  place  with  reapect  to  Mr.  Hd  wards,  though 
he  never  harbored  the  thonght  of  doing  the  least  injury  to  the  United  States  by  abetting 
the  cause  ot  our  enemies. 

He  had  the  oversight  ot  this  church  for  many  years ;  voluntarily  resigned  his  office 
when  he  found  the  cause,  which  was  so  near  and  dear  to  his  heart,  sinking  under  his 
bands,  but  conHnued  preaching  to  the  people  till  they  obtained  another  minister,  the 
person  who  now  addresses  yon,  in  the  procuring  of  whom  he  was  not  InactlTe. 

After  this,  Mr.  Edwardi  purchased  a  plantation  In  Kewark,  Ifew  Castle  County, 
State  of  Delaware,  and  moved  thither  with  his  family  In  the  year  1TT2;  be  continued 
preaching  the  Word  of  Life  and  salvation  in  a  number  of  vacant  charches  till  the  com- 
mencement of  the  American  war.  He  then  desisted,  and  remained  silent  till  after  the 
termination  of  our  Revolutionary  troubles,  and  a  consequent  reconciliation  with  this 
church ;  he  then  occasionally  read  lectures  in  divinity  In  this  city,  and  other  parts  of 
Pennsylvania;  also  in  Kew  Jersey, Delaware,  and  In  ITew  England;  bat  for  very 
particular  and  affecting  reasons  could  never  be  prevailed  npou  to  lesnme  the  sacred 
character  of  a  minister. 

Dr.  Rogers  speaka  of  Mr.  Edwards  as  a  "peculiar  but  worthy 
man."  His  leaving  the  ministiy  after  preaching  the  remarkable  ser- 
mon to  which  we  have  referred,  his  sympathy  wil^  the  English  in  the 
Revolutionary  straggle,  and  his  impulsive  methods  of  speech  and  action, 
doubtless  created  distrust  in  the  minds  of  his  brethren,  and  impaired  for 
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the  time  his  usefulness.  Dr.  Rip|K>D,  of  London,  in  a  letter  to  President 
Manning,  asks,  in  reference  to  the  apoetaay  of  Winchester,  a  former 
Baptist  minister  of  Philadelphia,  —  "Is  it  true  that  Morgan  Edwards 
has  printed  a  book  in  vindication  of  him?  "  To  this  Manning,  under 
date  of  Aug  8,  1T84,  replies :  —  "  Mr.  Morgan  Edwards  has  not  printed 
in  vindication  of  his  principles,  but  he  read  me  a  manuscript,  more  tlian 
a  year  since  on  that  subject,  which  he  did  not  own  though  charged  with 
being  the  author.  He  did  not  deny  it,  whereby  he  was  entreated  not 
to  add  the  printii^  of  this  to  the  long  list  of  imprudent  thii^  which 
had  so  greatly  grieved  his  friends  and  injured  his  reputation." 

On  the  12Ui  of  October,  1762,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Association  was  held  in  the  meeting-bouse  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
on  Fifth  Street.  Here,  in  the  quaint  language  of  the  record,  "the 
sound  of  the  organ  was  heard  in  the  Baptist  worship."  The  Rev,  Mor- 
gan Edwards  presided  as  Moderator,  and  the  Rev.  Abel  Moigan  served 
as  Clerk.  Of  the  twenty-nine  Churches  belonging  to  the  Association, 
eighteen  were  represented  by  delegates,  including  not  a  few  prominent 
and  influential  pastors  and  laymen,  whose  praises  have  been  recorded 
by  the  pen  of  a  master'  in  bis  "Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit,"  and 
more  recently  in  the  "Baptist  EncyolopEedia."  The  seats  of  the 
spacious  house  were  filled  with  devout  men  and  women,  who  engaged 
with  del^ht  in  the  exercises  of  the  prolonged  sessions.  A  spirit  of 
calmness  and  deliberation  breathed  ui  their  consultations,  and  peaceful 
unanimity  characterized  all  their  determinations.  Such  is  the  tenor  of 
the  customary  "Pastoral  Address,"  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  the  "Circu- 
lar Letter."' 

It  was  at  this  memorable  meeting  of  the  Association  that  a  motion 
was  made  by  the  Moderator  for  the  establishment  of  a  Baptist  college. 
No  formal  action  was  taken,  so  far  as  the  records  show,  but  the  matter 
was  without  doubt  thoroughly  discussed,  and  the  co-operation  and 

iBcT.  Dr.  WUIIunB.  Spncue.    Vol.8.    BaptEata. 

>  A  cop;  ot  the  mInuWs  of  tbe  Fblladelphla  AMOClUlon  Irom  170T  to  IWT,  edited  hy  tha  Bst.  Dr, 
A.  D.  OUletle,uidpabIlahedbj  ths  Amirlcui  Baptist  Pabllcatlan  SoclM;,  STci,FtalU.,iaill,  Is  In  tbo 
I4bru7  ol  tbs  UniTenlty.    Also  a  IM  of  tha  oi  ~ 

mlant«i  coQtalD  tbs  Putoral  Addieuei. 
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assistance  of  prominent  brettuen  were  pledged,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  and  obetacles  in  the  way  of  an  enterprise  of  such  magnitude 
and  importance.  "The  first  mover  for  it  in  1762,"  says  Edwards,' 
"was  laoghed  at  as  the  projector  of  a  thing  impracticable.  Nay,  many 
of  the  Baptists  themselves  discouraged  the  design,  prophesying  evil  to 
the  churches  in  case  it  should  take  place,  from  an  unhappy  prejudice 
against  learning."  Well  might  the  Baptists  as  a  body  have  hesitated 
to  ei^age  in  so  difficult  and  responsible  an  undertaking.  The  country 
at  large  was  still,  so  to  speak,  in  its  infancy,  with  a  population  of  less 
than  three  millions.  Only  one  hundred  and  forty-two  yeais  had 
elapsed  since  the  Pilgrims  set  foot  on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  hut  little 
more  than  a  century  and  a  half  since  Smith  and  his  adventurers  landed 
at  Jamestown.  In  the  time  intervening  thero  had  been  exhausting 
wars  with  the  Indians,  and  an  incessant  struggle  for  the  hare  necessities 
of  living.  In  the  Northern  colonies  shelter  had  to  be  soi^ht  from  the 
storms  and  frosts  of  a  rigorous  climate.  Food  had  to  be  gained  mainly 
by  the  sweat  of  the  brow,  out  of  a  soil  in  many  parts  not  overfruitful, 
and  eveiywhere  needing  labor  and  care.  Farms  had  to  be  enclosed, 
roads  to  be  built,  and  the  nameless  wants  incident  to  a  new  settlement, 
in  a  country  separated  from  civilized  Europe  by  the  broad  Atlantic,  to 
be  supplied.  All  these  things  pressed  heavily  and  soroly  upon  a  people, 
but  few  of  whom  were  blessed  with  wealth,  leaving  them  little  time  and 
still  less  means  for  books  and  schools  and  colleges.  The  Baptists,  espeo- 
iaDy,  were  poor.  In  the  New  England  colonies  they  numbered  at  this 
time,  according  to  Backus,  but  thirty>nine  churches,  including  both 
General  and  Particulm'  Baptists.  The  twenty-nine  churohes  connected 
with  the  Philadelphia  Association  represented  the  colonies  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  New  York,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Vii^inia. 
There  were  also  churohes  in  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  which  afterwards  formed  the  Charleston  Association.  It  is 
within  bounds  to  state,  that  in  all  the  thirteen  colonies  there  were  at 
t^  time  less  than  seventy  regularly  constituted  churohes,  with  a  total 
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membenhip  of  perhapa  five  thousand.  Wh&t  could  such  a  people  do 
towards  the  establishment  of  a  higher  seat  of  learning?  —  without 
wealth,  and  without  social  or  political  influence ;  in  mxay  places,  as  we 
have  already  stated,  fined,  8coui;ged,  uid  imprisoned  for  their  religious 
opinions,  and  everywhere,  save  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jeraey,  Delaware, 
Maryland, 'and  Rhode  Island,  "scorned,"  and  like  their  Divine  Master, 
"rejected  of  men." 

On  the  other  hand,  churches  of  the  Baptist  iaith  were  rapidly  multi- 
plyii^.  The  good  sense  and  better  judgment  of  the  people,  notwith- 
standing the  perversion  of  schools  and  learning  by  the  "  Standing 
Order,"  demanded  ministers  who,  in  addition  to  the  gifts  and  graces  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  possessed  the  aids  of  Uterary  and  scientific  culture. 
The  Academy  at  Hopewell,  although  eminently  prosperous  and  success- 
ful, was  yet  hut  a  preparatory  school.  The  two  colleges  of  New 
England,  Harvard  and  Yale,  were  controlled  exclusively  by  the  Congre- 
gationalists,  and  were  especially  unfriendly  at  this  period  to  Anabaptists 
and  "  New  Lights,"  or  revivalists.  The  College  of  New  Jersey,  at 
Princeton,  had  been  established  by  Presbyterians,  while  Columlda  of 
New  York,  William  and  Mary  of  Vii^^inia,  and  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  were  under  Episcopal  control.  These  were  the  only 
American  colleges  in  existence  at  the  time  of  which  we  speak.  Not- 
withstanding the  indifference  of  some  and  the  opposition  of  others, 
there  were  pastors  of  strong-  faith  and  determined  will,  like  Morgan 
EMwardfi,  Samuel  Jones,  Isaac  Sutton,  Abel  Morgan,  John  Gano  and 
Isaac  Eaton,  and  mfluential  laymen  like  Mayor  Stites,  of  Elizabethtown, 
and  John  Hart,  of  Hopewell,  the  signer  of  the  immortal  Declaration,  who 
were  ready  to  embark  in  the  proposed  enterprise.  "And  hereby,"  says 
Backus,  referring  especially  to  the  "  travels  and  labors  of  our  Southern 
fathers  and  brethren,"  in  New  England,  "  the  Philadelphia  Association 
obtained  such  an  acquaintance  with  our  affairs,  as  to  bring  them  to  an 
apprehension  that  it  was  practicable  and  expedient  to  erect  a  college  in 
the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  under  the  chief  direction  of  the  Baptists, 
wherein  education  might  be  promoted,  and  superior  learning  obtained, 
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free  of  any  sectarian  religiouB  teste.  Mr.  James  Manning,  who  took 
his  first  degree  in  New  Jersey  College  in  September,  1762,  was 
esteemed  a  suitable  leader  in  this  important  work.'" 

From  the  foregoing  accounts  we  see  clearly,  that  the  *'  beginnings  ' ' 
in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown  University,  are 
found  in  connection  wifli  the  Philadelphia  Association.  Pausing  in 
our  narrative,  we  may  introduce  here  the  following  extracts  from  the 
records  of  the  Association,  showing  a  continued  interest  in  the  Institu- 
tion which  it  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  into  being :  — 

1761.  Agrsed,  To  infomi  the  chDichea  to  irlitch  we  respeotirely  belong,  that,  laas- 
ninch  aa  a  charter  Is  obtained  In  Bhode  Island  Ooverament  toward  erecting  a  Baptist 
College,  the  chotcbes  should  be  Ubeial  in  contributing  toward  oarrying  the  same  into 
execution.  1766.  Agreed,  To  recommend  warml;  to  our  churches  the  Interest  ot  the 
College,  for  which  a  subscription  Is  opened  all  over  the  continent.  This  College  hath 
been  set  on  foot  upwards  of  a  year,  end  has  now  in  It  three  promising  youths  under  the 
tnltlon  ot  PrealdBnt  Hennlug.  1T6T.  Agreed,  That  the  Rev.  Isaac  Baton,  and  John 
Hart,  Esq.,  ezecnton  of  Mrs.  Hohba'a*  will,  be  allowed  to  pay  fourteen  pounds  toward 
the  education  of  Charles  Thompaon,  atndent  In  Bhode  Island  College,  out  of  the  Interest 
of  the  legacy  left  by  eald  Mrs.  Hobbs  for  the  use  of  the  Association  In  Philadelphia. 
Agreed,  That  the  chnrches  be  requested  to  forward  the  subscription  tor  Bhode  Island 
College.  1T60.  We  received  pleasing  accounts  from  Bhode  Island  College.  Sotcd 
commenced  this  Fall.  The  colony  has  raised  twelve  hnndred  pounds  toward  the  bolid- 
ing,  which  will  be  begun  early  in  the  Spring.  About  one  thousand  pounds,  lawful 
currency  of  New  Snglaud,  have  been  sent  us  from  home  (Great  Britain)  toward  making 
np  a  salary  for  the  President ;  and  all  the  ministers  of  the  Association  have  implicitly 
engaged  to  esett  themselves  in  endeavoring  to  raise  money  for  the  same  purpose. 
Besolved,  That  the  moneys  which  may  be  raised  in  the  Provinces  o(  New  York,  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  ahall  be  put  to  interest  In  tliose  Provinces,  and  not  taken  out 
of  either,  except  the  interest,  which  shall  be  snb}eot  to  the  order  ot  the  College  to  pay 
the  President's  salary,  and  for  no  other  use.  The  persons  appointed  (or  receiving  the 
donations  are;  in  New  York,  the  Rev.  John  Gano;  in  the  Jerseys.  John  Stltes,  Bsq.; 
In  Pennsylvania,  the  Bev.  Morgan  Edwards.    They  are  to  see  that  the  secnrltles  be 

>  History  of  Ibe  Baptists.    Edition  of  ISTt.    Vol.  t,  pp.  UT  and  MT. 

*Krs.  Ellisbetb  Hnbbs,  widow  of  John  Hobbi,  who  died  March  at,  1T07,  aged  upwards  ot  eighty 
jesn.    Sbs  laftslegaoj  ot  £390  for  the  edacatlon  of  piODS  yoDChs  for  themlnistry.aildslsoahand- 
,othe  Hopewell  Cburoh  of  which  she  was  a  member.   Seesitlcle  by  Dr.  3.8.  Cutting, 
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■uffldent.  and  that  the  bond*,  mortgtigea,  etc.,  be  depoaited  with  the  Tieasarer  ot  the 
College.  Voted,  That  fourteen  poands,  Jeraey  canvacj,  be  given  to  Mr.  Thomaa 
TJBtick,  towards  defrajlng  his  expenses  at  the  College. 

Entries  like  these  contanue  to  appear  in  the  records.  In  1774,  the 
Charleston  Association  propoeed  a  plan  for  raising  funds,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Philadelphia  Association,  and  also  1^  the  Warren. 
This  plan  was,  in  the  language  of  the  records,  "  recommending  to  every 
member  to  pay  sixpence  sterling,  annually,  for  three  years  successively, 
to  their  Elder,  or  some  suitAble  person  ;  this  money  to  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Coll^;e."  At  the  same  time,  says  Benedict,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  John  Gano,  of  New  York,  and  Oliver  Hart  and  Francis  Pelot, 
of  Sonth  Carolina,  were  appointed  to  address  the  Baptist  Associations 
throughout  America,  and  m^^  their  co-operation  in  these  efforts  to  raise 
funds  for  the  College.  The  war  which  soon  afterwards  broke  out, 
arrested  of  course  these  efforts.  We  may  be  amused,  as  we  read  such 
records,  at  the  gravity  with  which  an  organized  body  of  men  could 
recommend  the  payment  of  so  small  a  sum  as  sixpence,  toward  endow- 
ing an  institution  of  learning,  especially  when  we  contrast  it  with  the 
princely  benefactions  of  later  days.  They  illustrate  what  has  already 
been  stated  respecting  the  poverty  of  the  country  at  large,  and  espec- 
ially of  the  Baptists. 

Mr.  James  Manning,  who,  according  to  Backus  "  was  esteemed  a 
suitable  leader  in  the  important  work  of  erecting  a  college  in  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  bland,"  was  bom  on  the  22d  of  October,  1788,  in 
Piscataway,  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey.  This  was  originally  a 
part  of  the  "  Elizabethtown  Grant,"  so-called,  and  hence  his  birthplace  is 
sometimes  called  Elizabethtown.  The  story  of  his  life  is  the  history  of 
the  College.  Concerning  his  parentage  and  ancestors  we  have  had 
until  recently  but  little  authentic  information.  Of  late  yeais  Mr. 
Oliver  B.  Leonard,  City  Clerk  of  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  whosft  wife  is 
a  descendant  of  the  Mannings  and  the  Stelles,  has  made  a  careful  study 
of  the  colonial  history  of  his  state,  and  of  the  beginnings  of  Baptist 
histoty  in  America.     Through  his  researches  in  probate  courts,  town 
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records,  deeds,  conveyances,  church  registers  and  family  Bibles,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  ascertain  the  genealogy  and  histoiy  of  the  families  to 
which  he  is  related,  the  results  of  which  he  has  kindly  placed  at  the 
writer's  disposal  and  for  which  grateful  acknowledgments  are  hereby 
tendered. 

James,  the  fadier  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  a  prosperous  and 
intelligent  farmer,  who  owned  a  plantation  between  Plainfield  and  Kew 
Bmnswick,  Ms  farm  being  watered  by  the  little  stream  known  as  Cedar 
Brook.  His  residence  was  not  far  from  the  little  village  of  Brooklin 
and  Samptown,  adjoining  the  lands  of  Nat^Laniel  Drake  and  Benjamin 
Laing.  He  was  the  son  of  James  and  Christuma  (Latng)  Manning, 
and  the  grandson  of  JefFiey,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  Piscata- 
way  township.  His  will,  which  is  on  record  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
at  Trenton,  is  dated  Dec.  26, 1766.  It  names  as  executors  his  sons 
Jeremiah  and  Joseph,  and  his  son-in-law  Joseph  Tingley,  and  mentions 
his  children  in  the  disposition  of  hia  real  estate,  all  of  whom  were  living 
excepting  a  daughter,  Mis.  Woodruff. 

Grace,  the  mother,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Drake)  Fitz 
Randolph,  was  one  of  thirteen  children,  most  of  whom  married  and 
reared  larg^  &milies.  Jud^g  from  the  character  of  him  whose  life  we 
are  considering,  and  from  ihe  fact  that  most  of  her  children  became 
membeni  of  the  church  before  they  had  attained  their  majority,  she 
was  a  woman  of  superior  moral  and  mental  endowments;  one  who 
exemplified  in  her  daily  life  the  happy  and  sanctifying  influences 
of  the  Christian  religion.  James  thus  enjoyed  all  those  advant^es 
which  are  derived  from  the  watchful  care  of  sensible,  well-to-do, 
and  rel^ous  parents.  To  their  counsel  and  example  he  was  indebted 
for  those  principles  of  right  conduct,  and  those  cultivated  moral  sensi- 
bilities, which  saved  his  youth  from  frivolity  and  vice,  and  to  which,  ere 
he  bad  attained  to  manhood,  G-od  was  pleased  to  add  the  regenerating 
inflnences  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  His  maternal  grandparents,  it  may  be 
added,  lived  in  Piscataway  township,  and  belonged  to  the  Baptist 
church.  His  grandfather  died  in  1750,  leaving  by  will  fifty  pounds  to 
each  of  his  surviving  daughters,  Grace,  Prudence  and  Rebecca,  and 
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giving  his  land  to  his  sons  Ephiaim,  Jeremiah,  Paul,  Thomas,  and 
Joseph. 

Seven  children  constituted  the  family  of  James  and  Grace  Manning, 
viz. :  Christiana,  who  married  Joseph  Tingley,  and  lived  in  Samptown ; 
Jeremiah,  who  was  thrice  married,  and  lived  in  Bonbam  and  afterwards 
in  Bordentown ;  Enoch,  who  married  Janet  Edgar  and  died  in  Feb- 
ruarj-,  1791 ;  Joseph,  who  in  1777  was  elected  a  ruling  Elder  in  the 
Scotch  Plains  Baptist  Church,  and  was  thrice  married;  John,  who 
married  Sarah  van  Pelt  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Somerset  County ;  a 
younger  sister,  who  married  a  Woodruff  and  died  previous  to  1766 ; 
and  James,  the  President  of  Rhode  Island  College.  These  are  all  men- 
tioned by  him  in  his  diaries  and  correspondence.  Concerning  young 
Manning's  school-boy  days,  but  little  can  now  be  ascertained.  He 
probably  enjoyed  better  advantages  than  most  lads  of  that  early  colonial 
period.  Elizabeth  town,  then  the  chief  city  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
centre  of  comparative  wealth  and  refinement,  was  but  ten  miles  from 
his  home.  Here  Dickinson  resided,  the  first  president  of  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  and  here  were  the  beginnings  of  that  now  celebrated 
school  of  learning.  Five  miles  to  the  south  of  him  was  New  Brunswick, 
the  present  capital  of  Middlesex  County,  and  the  seat  of  Rutgers 
College.  Whatever  schools  he  attended,  it  is  certain  that  he  was 
thoroughly  taught  the  elementary  branches  of  knowledge.  He  was  an 
accomplished  reader,  an  excellent  penman  and  a  good  speller.  His 
manuscript  writings  furnish  abundant  evidence  of  his  proficiency  in  this 
latter  useful,  though  too  often  neglected,  "  rudiment."  These  may  be 
regarded  as  matters  of  trivial  importance,  yet  they  show  that  he  did  not 
neglect  his  early  opportunities  for  instruction. 

At  the  ^e  of  eighteen  he  left  the  parental  roof  to  prepare  for  college 
at  the  Hopewell  Academy,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Eaton,  being, 
it  is  said,  his  first  pupil.  Here  under  the  guidance  of  his  faithful  and 
beloved  teacher,  he  became  the  subject  of  renewing  grace.  How  much 
the  prayers  of  pious  loved  ones  at  home  contributed  towards  his  conver- 
sion, and  how  great  an  influence  was  thus  exerted  upon  the  destiny  of 
multitudes  in  hia  after  career,  eternity  alone  will  reveal.     A  striking 
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instance  of  the  importoQce  of  prayer  in  behalf  of  colleges  and  academies 
is  here  presented.  Little  did  the  principal  of  the  infant  academy 
realize  how  greatly  the  interests  of  learning  and  religion  were  to  be 
affected  l^  the  converaion  to  God  of  this  promising  youth.  In  the  sub- 
sequent relations  of  Manning  to  the  Latin  School,  the  College  and  the 
Church,  both  at  Warren  and  at  Providence,  the  resulta  of  his  academic 
traimng  at  Hopewell  are  clearly  recognized. 

Having  finished  Ins  preparatory  studies,  he  returned  to  his  home 
where  he  made  a  public  profession  of  religion.  He  was  baptized  by  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Miller,  who  had  been  for  many  years  pastor  of  the 
Scotoh  Plains  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  native  of  Scotch 
Plains,  who  had  been  converted  under  the  preaching  of  the  celebrated 
Gilbert  Tennent,  and  by  him  encoun^d  to  enter  the  ministry.  He 
was  ordained  on  the  13tb  of  February,  1748.  Here  he  continued  untU 
his  death  in  1780,  a  good,  laborious  and  successful  minister.  "  Never," 
said  the  Rev.  John  Gano,  who  preached  his  funeral  sermon,  "did  I 
esteem  a  ministering  brother  so  much  as  I  did  Mr.  Miller,  nor  feel  so 
sensibly  a  like  bereavement  as  Uiat  which  I  sustained  by  his  death." 
This  is  high  praise,  coming  from  one  who  was  an  acknowledged  leader 
in  the  Baptist  denomination.  It  is  pleasant  to  note  thus  the  religious 
influences  that  surrounded  the  future  President. 

Soon  after  his  baptism.  Manning,  being  now  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  into  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  now  Princeton  Univer- 
sity, as  a  member  of  the  Freshman  Class.  This  fiourishing  institution 
of  learning  had  been  founded  in  1746,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Synod 
of  New  York,"  representing,  it  is  well  known,  that  branch  of  the  Presby- 

■  Ex-PrMldeut  lfkcleui,tbe  leanied  hinorlan  of  tbe  college  (2  vol«.,  Sro,  Philm.,  ISTT),  thoa 
i*rftM:~  "Tha  llrM  eSoitafn  cbe  erection  of  a  college  In  New  Jene;  bave  an  Intlmtue  connection 
wttb  the  flrat  Klilsni  In  the  PresbTterUn  cbnrch.  Thte  aobiim  began  In  1T41,  with  the  wpanttloii  of 
ttw  Prcabytery  of  Mew  Braniwlck  &om  tbe  Sjood  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  conmnunated  In  ITW, 
by  tbe  wlthdiawal  of  tbe  neabyter;  of  New  York,  from  the  eame  Sjnod,  then  tA«  onJf  one  ;■  and  by 
tbe  organlaitlon  of  a  new  Synod,  under  tbe  title  of  Tbe  Stnod  or  Nsw  Yobk,  Id  tbe  autnnm  of 
that  yaar."  Jonatban  Dicklnaon,  of  Eltiabetbtown,  the  llrit  preeldent  of  the  college,  bad  been  tbe 
acknowled^fed  leader  of  tbe  old  Synod  of  PbUadelpbla,  and  be  became  no  leai  the  leader  of  the 
new  Synod  DOW  formed.  He  was  tbe  Intimate  friend  of  Wtaltefleld,  wbo.on  one  occasion,  vlilted 
bin  and  preached  In  hla  parUh.  "He,"  aaye  Spragne  in  hi*  'Annala,'  "bad  more  to  do  with  origi- 
nating the  College  of  New  Jeney  than  any  other  man." 
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t«rian  chnrcli,  which  sympathized,  as  did  in  general  the  Baptists,  with 
Whitefield  and  Tennent,  and  aided  in  the  promotion  of  reviTEda.'  The 
fiist  location  was  Elizabethtown,  whence  it  was  removed  to  Newark, 
where  it  remained  eight  years.  In  1756  it  was  removed  to  Princeton, 
its  present  location,  where  Nassau  Hall,  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
structures  of  the  kind  in  the  colonies,  had  been  erected  for  its  use. 
This  afterwards  served  as  a  model  for  our  present  "University  Hall." 

At  the  time  of  Manning's  entrance  to  college,  the  institution  had  no 
presiding  officer.  President  Bnrr  had  died  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1757.  His  successor,  Jonathan  Edwards,  lived  only  five  weeks  after 
taking  the  oath  of  office.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Davies,  who  was  the  fourth 
president,  was  a  man  distinguished  for  his  wisdom,  piety  and  eloquence. 
Indeed,  he  has  been  regarded,  and  justly  perhaps,  as  the  prince  of 
American  preachers.  His  patriotic  sermons,  when  a  pastor  in  Virginia, 
are  said  to  have  produced  effects  as  powerful  as  those  ascribed  to  the 
orations  of  Demosthenes.'  It  was  to  him,  doubtless,  that  Manning, 
and  his  classmate,  the  celebrated  Hezekiah  Smith,  of  Haverhill,  were 
lai^ely  indebted  for  the  model  and  inspiration  of  that  popular  and 
effective  style  of  preaching,  which  make  them  pre-eminent  among  the 
Baptist  divines  of  their  day.  Mr.  Davies,  after  a  most  successful 
career  of  eighteen  months,  as  president  of  the  college,  died  in  February, 

lit  hM  b««a  aUMdiUyi  Mkcleui,  tbu  the  College  ovea  Iti  orlglii  to  tin  ezpnliloD  of  David 
BraliuTd  and  Jotin  CleavelliDd  (Tom  Yile  College  In  conaeqaenoe  of  tbeir  attending  meetlngi  of  Om 
"  New  LIgbta,"  u  reTlnUat*  ware  then  called.  It  li  >  algnlflcaiit  tact  that  time  ot  tbe  men  irho 
ware  moM  oonsiilGuaui  In  tbeir  a^mpathr  with  and  efforta  for  Brataard,  and  In  labora  to  promat* 
revivals,  were  Jonathan  DidElnaon,  Aaion  Burr  and  JoQathan  Edwarda,  the  flrat  three  prealdenta 
of  the  College. 

■  His  "  Sermona,"  to  wtalcb  are  priflzid  a  aermon  on  bla  death,  by  bli  luooeiBor,  Samnol  Flnlej. 
and  another  dlaoourBe  on  the  Mine  oocaalon,  together  with  an  Kleglac  Foem  to  hli  memorr.  b;  the 
Bev.  Dr.  Thomaa  Qlbboiu.  were  pabllabed  In  Loudon,  In  flre  octavo  volnnuw,  A.  tine  copy,  aecoad 
and  third  editions,  li  In  tbe  Library  of  Brown  nalverslty.  Mr.  Davlei  apent  the  sarlj'  part  of  hia 
professional  life  in  Virginia,  preaching  to  destltate  chnrches  In  Hanover  County,  maintaining  the 
cause  of  the  Dluenten,  and  Uborlng  periEstently  to  seoure  the  rallgioug  llbertlss  of  bU  people 
agalnit  the  bigotry  land  tyranny  of  their  oppresaora.  He  wai  thna  a  warm  friend  of  tbe 
Baptlits.  Tbe  dlatlogulabed  Patrick  Henry,  who  was  bom  In  Hanover  County,  waa  one  ot  his 
bearers,  and  an  enthuilaatlc  admirer  of  him  and  hi*  opinions.  In  IIN  Hr.  Davies  bad  been  chosen 
by  the  Synod  of  Mew  Tork,  at  tbe  Inatanoe  of  the  Troateee  of  the  Oollege,  to  accompanj  the  Rev. 
Ollbert  Tennent  to  Great  Britain  to  solicit  benefactions  for  the  yonng  Instltntloa.  This  servlee  be 
performed  with  singular  spirit  and  snccess. 
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1761.  The  following  letter  from  the  Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  whose  acquaint- 
ance Manning  had  formed  while  a  student  at  the  Hopewell  Academy, 
may  fitly  be  inb<oduoed  in  this  connection.  Mr.  Hart  was  a  leading 
Baptist  at  the  South,  the  founder  of  the  "  Charleston  Baptist  Aflsooia- 
tion,"  and  also  of  "  The  Religious  Society  "  to  aid  pious  young  men  in 
Uieir  studies  for  the  ministry,  one  of  whose  beneficiaries  was  the  famous 
Dr.  Stillman,  who  afterwards  labored  so  efficiently  with  Manning  and 
Smith,  in  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  Rhode  Island  College :  — 

CHARi-nTos,  April  17, 1761. 
Ht  DKUt  FRmn> :  — 

I  reoeired  your  kind  letUr  of  the  Ist  of  Harch,  ult.,  together  with  President  Davlea'i 
■ermon  on  tha  death  of  blalate  Hajeafy,  —  for  which  favors  I  return  my  moat  unfeigned 
thanks.  Ton  intimate  that  yon  have  written  me  several  letters  heretofore.  I 
received  only  one  of  them  ae  near  as  I  can  remember,  about  two  years  ago,  and 
to  which  I  returned  an  answer  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  lament  with  you  (and  surely 
all  the  friends  of  Zion  most  monrn)  the  loss  of  the  Justly  celebrated  President  Davies. 
Oh,  what  floods  ol  sorrow  must  have  overwhelmed  the  minds  of  many,  when  it 
was  echoed  from  house  to  house  and  from  village  to  village,  aa  Id  the  dismal  sound  of 
hoarse  thunder,  Praident  Danie*  li  no  nu>r«.'  Oh,  sad  and  melancholy  dispensation  I 
Arise,  all  ye  sons  of  pity,  and  monrn  with  those  that  mourn.  And  thou,  my  soul,  let 
drop  the  flowing  tear  while  commiserating  the  bereaved  and  distressed.  Alas  for  the 
dear  woman,  whose  beloved  is  taken  away  with  a  stroke  t  Hay  Jeans  be  her  hnaband, 
her  strength,  and  her  stay.  Alas  for  the  bereaved  children !  'Uay  their  father's  Ood  be 
their  Ood  Inooveuant.  Alaa  for  the  church  of  Chrlatl  Deprived  of  one  of  the  principal 
pillars,  how  grievous  the  stroke  to  theel  But  Jesua,  thy  head  and  foundation,  ever 
lives. 

And  thou,  NassaD  Hall,  lately  so  flonriahing,  ao  promiaing,  under  the  auspicious 
management  of  so  worthy  a  president — what  might  we  not  have  expected  from  theel 
But  alas !  How  is  the  mighty  fallen  in  tbee  I  How  doth  the  large  and  beautiful  house 
appear  aa  a  widow  in  aable  weedsl  And  thy  sons,  lately  so  gay  and  pleasant,  as  well 
a*  premising  and  contented  —  how  do  they  retire  into  their  apai  tments,  and  there  with 
Utter  sighs,  heavy  groans,  and  broken  accenta,  languish  oat,  Hy  Father,  My  Father!  — 
the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof!     But  I  can  write  no  more. 

Yours  affectionately, 

OuvEB  HAnr. 
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President  Daviee  waa  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Finley, 
who  entered  upon  the.  duties  of  his  office  in  July,  1761.  By  him  Man- 
ning wHfl  taught  in  his  senior  year,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew.  He 
waa  a  man  of  extensive  learning,  and  remarkable  for  sweetness  of  dis- 
position and  politeness  of  behavior.  In  the  early  years  of  his  ministry 
he  had  labored  with  Whitefield  and  Tennent,  in  promoting  the  great 
revival  of  religion  which  was  at  that  period  so  remarkable  throughout 
the  country.  While  a  pastor  at  Nottingham,  in  Maryland,  he  had 
established  an  academy  which  acquired  s  great  reputation.  Under 
his  instruction  many  youths  received  the  rudiments  of  learning  and 
correct  moral  sentiments.  In  his  religious  opinions  he  waa  called  a 
Calvinist.  Other  instructors  of  Manning  were  Tutors  Halsey,  Treat, 
Ker,  and  Blair,  all  of  whom  afterwards  became  eminent  clergymen. 
The  last  named.  Dr.  Samuel  Blair,  was  in  1767  elected  to  the  presidency 
of  the  college.  He,  however,  declined  the  appointment.  Such  were 
the  men  to  whom  the  future  President  was  indebted  for  his  academic 
and  collegiate  training.  That  they  exerted  a  moat  important  influence 
in  developing  his  character,  and  in  determining  his  subsequent  career, 
no  one  will  deny. 

Among  the  requirements  for  admission  to  the  College  of  New 
Jersey  was  one  obliging  every  student  to  transcribe  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms thereof,  which  copy,  being  signed  by  the  president,  was  to  be 
in  testimony  of  his  admission,  and  to  be  kept  by  him  while  in  college, 
as  a  rule  of  his  good  behavior.  Among  the  Smith  papers  is  a  copy  of 
these  laws,  which  are  published  in  full  in  the  life'  of  Smith,  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  colonial  times.  "Laws,"  says  Montesquieu,  "in  their  most 
extensive  sense,  are  the  necessary  relations  arising  from  the  nature  of 
tliings.  In  this  sense,  all  beings  have  their  laws,  the  Deity  his  laws, 
the  material  world  its  laws,  the  intelligences  superior  to  man  their 
laws,  man  his  laws,  the  beasts  their  laws."  No  apology  need  be 
required  for  introducing  at  this  point  extracts  from  these  laws,  eapec- 

1  '•  Chaplain  Smith  and  the  Baptlni ;  at,  Lite,  Joanial,  Latt«T>  and  AddteiMl  of  tha  Rer.  H«ce- 
klab  Smith,  D.D..  of  HaTerbill,  HastachasMti,  ITSI-ISW."  B]r  Bsaben  A.  Ontld.  ISmo.  Phtla., 
Amer,  Bap.  Pub.  Si>c.,  t88S. 
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iallj  as  they  formed  the  baBis  for  the  government  and  discipUae  of 
Rhode  lalftud  College :  — 

Laws  or  tbb  CObbBoa  or  Naw  Jbrsit. 

None  maj  expect  to  be  admitted  Into  the  College  but  ancb  aa  having  bean  examined 
t>7  the  PrMldent  aad  Talon,  ahall  be  foand  able  to  render  Virgil  and  Tally's  Oration! 
Into  English ;  to  turn  Bngllah  Into  true  andgrammatLoal  Lattn;  and  bo  well  acquainted 
vith  the  Oreok  a*  to  render  any  part  ot  the  four  ETangeliate  In  that  language  into  Latin 
or  Bngllah,  and  glT«  tho  grammatical  construction  of  the  wotda. 

Snoh  aa  are  candldataa  for  the  degree  of  Bachelora,  ahall  at  soma  conTenlent  time, 
before  the  pnbllc  Commencement,  submit  to  a  strict  and  critical  examination,  before  the 
Prealdeut  and  as  man;  of  theTruateea  aa  can  conveniently  attend,  and  any  other  gen- 
tleman of  liberal  education  as  shall  aee  cause  to  be  present ;  and  upon  their  approbation. 
Duty  expect  to  be  admitted  to  the  honors  otthe  College. 

Those  who  have  prosecuted  their  studies  lor  three  years,  after  obtaining  their  first 
degree,  if  they  have  not  been  scandalous  In  their  lives  and  conversation,  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  Master  ot  Arts. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Tutors,  shall,  morning  and  evening,  read 
a  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  pray  trith  the  studenti. 

Every  student  shaU  be  obliged  to  give  his  attendanoe  at  all  such  religions  exercises, 
and  those  that  absent  themselves,  for  every  offense  shall  be  punished  in  a  Qne  ot  two 
pence,  proo.,'  and  those  who  do  not  timely  attend,  one  penny,  nnless  detained  by  aick- 
nesB,  or  some  other  excuse  as  shall  be  deemed  sufficient. 

The  students  on  every  Lord's  Day  shall  attend  Divine  Service  In  soma  place  ol  public 
worahlpj  which,  if  they  without  sufficient  excuse  omit,  shall  be  punished  in  a  fine  of 
four  pence,  proc.  ;*  and  shall  pay  a  religious  regard  to  the  Lord's  Day  by  keeping  in 
their  rooms  and  not  visiting,  or  admitting  others  Into  their  company.  And  it  Is  judged 
expedient  and  hereby  ordered,  that  no  student  be  ont  of  his  room  on  the  evening  next 
after  Saturday,  or  nest  after  X<ord's  Day,  except  for  religious  purposes,  or  some  neces- 
aary  occasion,  under  penalty  ot  tour  pence  for  every  offense. 

None  ot  the  students  shall  treqnent  taverns,  or  places  ot  public  entertainment,  or 
keep  company  with  persons  of  known  scandalous  lives,  who  will  be  likely  to  vitiate 
their  morals.  Those  that  practise  contrary  to  this  law,  shall  first  be  admonished,  and 
11  they  still  persist  in  such  dangerous  company,  shall  be  expelled  the  College. 

None  ol  the  students  shall  play  at  cards,  or  dice,  or  any  other  nnlawlul  game,  upon 
the  penalty  of  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  shillings  proc.  for  the  first  offense ;  lor  the  sec- 
ond pnbllc  admonition ;  for  the  third  expulsion. 

<  prooiamatlon  mmey,  six  shillings  to  the  dollar. 
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Kone  of  tliestudentB  ahall  be  absBnt  from  their  chambara  without  IWTeSntoblaiuAd 
from  the  Fteeident  or  one  of  the  Tutors,  noleae  half  an  hour  after  morning  prayer  aud 
redtatlona,  an  hour  and  a  Jialf  after  dinaers,  and  from  evening  prayer  until  eevau 
o'clock,  on  the  penalty  of  four  pence  proc.  for  each  ofFenae. 

II  any  aebolar  eliall  peralat  in  the  careless  neglect  of  hla  studies,  and  sball  not  make 
■nltable  preparation  for  the  stated  recitations  and  other  scbolaatic  exerciaea  appointed 
for  hie  inatmction,  after  due  admonition  be  ahall  be  expelled. 

Every  student  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  for  hla  tuition  in  the  College  the  anm  of  flfteen 
ahllllngs  proc,  every  quarter.' 

Every  one  tliat  ia  admitted  to  the  honor  of  a  degree  sball  pay  thirty  sbilllnga  proc.  to 
the  Ptealdent  of  the  College. 

The  Tntora  ahall  traquently  visit  their  pupils  in  their  chambers,  to  direct  and 
encourage  tbem  in  their  studies,  and  see  that  they  are  diligently  employed  about  their 
proper  bnalneaa. 

No  scholar  ahall  be  allowed  to  make  any  treat  or  entertainment  in  his  chamber  on 
any  account,  or  have  any  private  meala,  without  having  first  obtained  leave  of  the 
President  or  Tntora. 

No  jumping  or  hallooing  or  boisterous  noise  ahall  be  suffered  In  the  College  at  any 
time,  or  walking  In  the  gallery  in  the  time  of  study. 

No  acboiftr  shall  apread  abroad  anything  transacted  in  this  house,  which  being  pub- 
licly known  may  tend  to  injure  the  credit  of  this  Institution  or  disturb  the  peace  of  the 


Every  atadent  ahall  pay  tour  pence  per  quarter  for  study,  rent,  sweeping  their  room, 
aud  making  their  beds.  And  sucli  as  smoke  or  chew  tobacco,  five  pence  i  aud  one 
atailllng  for  incidental  chargea. 

Cuaroiis. 

Every  member  of  the  College  shall  treat  the  authority  of  the  eame,  and  all  anpetlora, 
in  a  becoming  manner,  paying  that  respect  that  ii  due  to  every  one  conaldeied  in  hia 
proper  place. 

Every  scholar  sball  keep  his  hat  off  about  ten  rods  to  the  President  and  five  to  the 
Tutors. 

Every  Freshman  sent  on  an  errand  shall  go  and  do  It  faithfully  and  make  quick 

Every  scholar  ahall  riae  up  and  make  obeisance  when  the  President  goes  in  or  out  of 
the  hall,  or  enters  the  pnlpit  on  days  of  religions  worship. 

When  he  firet  comes  into  the  company  of  a  superior,  or  in  speaking  to  him,  he  shall 
show  him  respect  by  pulling  off  hia  bat. 
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II  OAlled  or  BptAen  to  by  *  superloi,  II  within  hMring,  he  ihall  g;ive  a  direct  and 
pertinent  anawer,  with  the  word.  Sm,  at  the  end  thereof. 

II  oTertkking  «  enpertor,  or  met  bj  him  going  up  or  down  a  paitr  of  ftalra,  he  ahall 
■top,  giving  hint  the  hanister  aide. 

No  Freahmau  ahall  ever  wear  a  gown. 

No  member  ol  College  may  appear  abroad  dresaed  In  an  Indecent  or  aloTealy  man- 
ner, bnt  mnat  be  entire  and  complete. 

No  member  o(  the  College  ahall  wear  hli  hat  In  the  College  at  way  time,  or  appear  In 
the  dining  room  at  meal  time,  in  the  hall  at  anj  public  eierclaes,  or  knowingly  in  the 
preoence  ot  any  ol  the  authorlttea  ol  the  College,  without  an  upper  garment,  and  having 
•hoea  and  stocldnga  tight. 

The  reader  of  these  Laws  and  Cuatoms  will  not  fail  to  observe  that 
college  students  in  colonial  days  were  accustomed  to  haluts  of  obedi- 
ence, and  of  strict  subjection  to  authority.  While  at  Princeton,  Man- 
ning occasionally  returned  tx>  Hopewell  and  assisted  Mr.  Eaton  in  the 
instruction  of  the  pupils  under  his  care.  Concerning  hia  student  life 
our  information  is  very  limited.  He  was  remarkable  for  diligence  and 
attentioi)  to  his  studies,  — habits  which  gained  for  him  a  reputation  for 
superior  scholarship.  In  Rhetoric,  Eloquence,  Moral  Philosophy,  and 
the  Classics,  he  especially  excelled.  He  was  food  of  athletic  exercise, 
and  devoted  many  of  his  hours  for  recreation  to  manly  and  invigorating 
sports.'  "Sana  mens  in  mno  corpore,"  may  have  been  his  motto.  In 
his  conduct  we  may  well  believe  that  he  was  uniformly  regular,  thus 
maintaining  a  good  standing  with  the  officers  of  the  college,  and 
securiog  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  students. 

He  was  graduated  on  the  29th  of  September,  1762,  with  the  second 
honors  of  his  class.  This  class  consisted  of  twenty-one,  and  included 
some  excellent  scholars,  who  afterwards  distinguished  themselves  in 

'  Id  hU  yontb,  aj*  Judge  Kowetl,  wbo  knew  him  wall,  be  waa  rBmarkable  for  hIa  dexterity  la 
■tUetlc  cxerclaea,  tor  the  qnametry  ot  hta  body,  and  graceTalneai  ol  hla  person.  Bad  he  llied  in 
onr  day  he  conid  eaally  hava  been  captain  ot  a  baae  ball  nine  or  of  a  toot-bkll  club.  Inbli  nutarer 
T««B  be  weighed  upwards  ol  three  hnndred  pounda.  ConoemluB  hia  bulk  the  Hod.  Wm.  Hunter, 
one  otblapiipUa,  Ibna  wrltea:—  "  Hla  motion*  and  geatares  irere  ao  eaay  and  giacefnl,  that  ordi- 
nary obaerrera  Ibaugbt  notot  bla  laamenae  TOlnme  of  flcah,  andthoae  who  crltlclaed,  admired  the 
HUkOMr  In  which  it  waa  aponcanaoualy  wielded.  I  do  not  know  that  be  had  eTer  read  Hogartb'a 
AmJjala  of  Beanty,  but  he  moved  In  hU  line  of  grace." 
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their  several  professions  and  walks  of  life.  Among  them  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Key.  Hezekiah  Smith,  his  life-long  intimate  friend,  known 
as  '*the  great  man  of  Haverhill,"  and  a  distinguished  chaplain  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution ;  Ebenezer  Hazard,  who  was  the  first  Postanaster^ 
Gteneral  of  the  United  States,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, and  published  in  two  large  quarto  volumes  a  valuable  collection 
of  documents  relating  to  American  histoiy ;  Jonathan  Dickinson  Ser- 
geant, a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  t^e  fiist  Attorney- 
General  of  Pennsylvania ;  Rev.  Joseph  Periam,  for  several  years  a 
Tutor  in  tJie  college,  distinguished  for  his  attainments  in  Mathe- 
matics and  Metaphysics ;  Hugh  Alison,  a  Presbyterian  minister ;  and 
Hon.  Isaac  Allen  who  was  the  Valedictorian.  An  accoimt  of  the  Com- 
mencement is  given  in  the  Pennsylvania  Q-cuette,  and  published  in 
full  in  Maclean's  History.  The  exercises  were  introduced  by  "an 
elegant  salutatory  oration,"  in  Latin,  "by  Manning.  A  copy  of  this 
oration,  in  the  well  known  hand-writing  of  the  author,  is  in  our  posses- 
sion. But  for  its  length  it  would  have  been  published,  not  as  light  or 
interesting  reading,  but  as  an  illustratioD  of  the  scholarship  of  the  man, 
and  the  customs  of  the  college.  The  parchment  for  his  Bachelor's 
degree  reads  as  follows :  — 

PraesM  et  Ciuatof«a  Collegii  Neo-CRBailenaiH  omnltnis  M  BiutraliB  hoa  Itteiu  lec- 
tnria  BaliiMm  in  DomlDO.  Notum  sit  quod  nobiH  placet  anctorltUe  Begio  Diplomate 
oODUniBaa  Jacobnm  HanniDg  candldatnm  prlmum  In  Arti'buB  gradum  coDBtitDtuin 
examine  Bufflclente  pnevlo  approbstum  tltnlo  graduque  artiam  llberaliDm  Baccalanrel 
adonare  cajns  sigiUaiQ  eommlnns  Collegii  Neo-CiBsarieiiBU  buic  membrane  aftlznm 
nomlnaqDo  DOBtra  anbacrlpta  teBtimoninm  stnt. 

Datam  Aalte  Naaaoiiics  In  Nova  Cnaaria  Sahvki.  Fdilkt,  Frmaa. 

teitio  Calendaa    Octobrls  Anno  Mix  Ricbabd  Tkkai, 

Chriati  HiUeslmo  Septlngeuteaimo  Iirabl  Rbad, 

SezageBalmo  Becnudo.  CAI.SB  Smith, 

Bahdkl  Woodmifp, 
William  C.  Svitb, 
B.  Habbu, 
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Reference  has  already  been  made  to  Manning's  conversion  at  the 
Hopewell  Academy,  the  special  object  ot  which  institution  was  '*  the 
education  of  youth  for  the  ministiy."  The  influence  of  principal  Eaton, 
and  the  example  of  such  preacheis  as  presidents  Daviea  and  Finley, 
combined  with  his  own  natural  talents  and  inclinations,  could  hardly 
fail  to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  the  ministry  as  his  own  profession  and 
calling.  Soon  after  graduation  he  was  regularly  "  Licensed "  by  the 
church  of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  following  documents,  mostly 
found  among  the  Gano  papers  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Mrs.  Eliza 
B.  Rogers,  will  repay  careful  perusal :  — 

The  Chnrch  of  Jesns  Chrlat,  meeting  together  ftt  tbe  Scotch  Plsina,  In  the  Coiiitty 
of  Basex,  and  ProTlnc«  of  New  Jerae^r,  profeasing  Believer's  Baptisni,  Laying  on  ot 
Hands,  Eternal  Election,  Final  Perseverance,  etc. 

And  being  met  this  flnt  day  of  December,  Anno  Domini,  1T6S,  have  nnanlmouBly 
agreed  to  call  James  Manning,  A.  B.,  a  member  In  fnll  communion  with  ns,  to  the  trial 
ot  his  ministerial  gifts  in  this  church,  at  oar  next  meeting  of  basiness,  or  on  the  first 
convenient  opportnnlty  next  following. 

Signed  by  as  at  our  meeting  of  business,  Bhjamih  Mir.i.ag,  Pattor. 

December  1, 1T62.  Becoufevsk  STAitSDna,  Elder. 

SAjramij  Dbaeb,  Elder. 
Suiusi.  DoTT,  Elder. 
WiLLUu  Darbt,  Dtaoon. 


The  "trial  *'  was  satisfactory,  and  a  license  to  preach  was  cordially 
voted  him  two  months  later,  as  appears  from  the  following  carefully 
prepared  document :  — 

The  Chnrch  ot  Jeona  Christ  at  the  Scotch  Plains,  nu^Dtalnlng  ibe  doctrine  ot 
Believer's  Baptism,  Layiog  on  of  Hands,  Eternal  Bleotion,  Special  Tocatlon,  and  Final 
Perseverance,  having  called  onr  loving  brother,  James  Manning,  A.  B.,  to  the  trial  ot 
blj  ministerial  gifts;  and  Bndlng  upon  his  Improvement  in  preaching  tnll  sallBfae- 
tlon;— wedo  hereby  call  and  license  him  to  preach  pnblicly  amongst  as  as  often  as 
opportonity  shall  present;—  And  also  we  recommend  him  as  one  sound,  regular,  and 
qualiiied  to  preach  the  Goepel  wherever  he  may  have  a  legal  call,  either  in  onr  sister 
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cbuTohea  or  associMlons,  pckTing  tkat  the  Divine  blaaelng  maj  be  with  him,  and  accom- 
pany hlB  labors,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  spiritual  good  ol  immortal  aouls. 

Signed  at  oar  meeting  ol  bnsinesH,  BBNJAinif  Hiij.sb,  Pallor. 

February  6, 1763.  Bbooxpkhbk  Stanbubo,  Elder. 

SutVMt,  Dkaju,  Elder. 
Samubl  Dorr,  Elder. 
William  Dabbt,  Deacon. 

On  the  23d  of  March  following,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mai^^aret  Stites,  daughter  of  John  Stites,  Esq.,  of  Elizabettttown.  He 
had  corresponded  with  her  while  a  student  in  college.  Under  date  of 
Aug.  28,  1759,  he  writes,  urging  upon  her  attention  the  subject  of 
personal  religion.  This  letter,  which  has  recently  come  to  light,  we 
here  present  in  part,  as  an  illustration  of  the  author's  fervent  piety  and 
zeal,  and  as  a  part  of  bis  early  life :  — 

AfFBCTIOXATB  FkUMD. 

Amonget  the  various  pursuits  of  mankind,  religloD  is  the  most  noble,  the  most 
exalted,  and  the  most  worthy  ot  our  highest  regard  in  efforts  to  obtain;  notwltbatand- 
Ing  all  the  scoffs  and  ]eers  of  an  ungodly  world.  Seeing  then,  my  dear  Friend,  that 
there  is  no  greater  happiness  In  this  world,  and  no  other  way  to  arrive  at  happiness  in 
the  world  to  come,  than  by  believing  the  record  which  Ood  gave  of  his  Son,  and  giving 
np  onrselves  to  Ood  wholly  and  unreservedly  through  a  glorious  Mediator,  how  watch- 
ful should  we  be,  how  earnestly  should  we  cry  day  and  night,  that  God  would  pardon 
all  our  sins,  and  receive  us  as  righteous  in  his  sight,  through  the  imputed  righteousness 
ol  Jesus  Christ. 

The  writer  goes  on  to  describe  the  nature  of  conversion,  and  the 
danger  of  those  who  neglect  salvation,  closing  with  an  indent,  personal 
appeal.  Whether  his  friend  responded  to  iAaa  appeal  is  nowhere  stated ; 
she  certainly  did  not  make  a  profession  of  religion  until  some  twelve 
years  after  her  marriage. 

The  father  of  Miss  Stites  was  a  prominent  and  wealthy  lay  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for  several  years  Mayor  or  Chief  Magistrate 
of  Elizabetbtown,     His  place  of  residence  was  Connecticut  Farms,  a 


,v  Google 


n5e-n«3.  and  manning.  35 

delightful  agricultural  village  four  miles  from  Elizabethtown,  and  in 
his  day  a  part  of  that  borough.  Some  time  previous'  to  1749,  a  num- 
ber of  families  from  Conneotiout  bad  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land 
and  divided  it  into  farms  of  a  convenient  size,  giving  this  village  its 
present  name.  Washington,  it  is  said,  when  passing  through  this  sec- 
tion, pronounced  it  the  "garden  of  New  Jersey,"  on  account  of  its 
beauty  and  fertility.  Here  was  the  Stites  home,  which,  before  t^e  dis- 
asters of  the  war,  and  while  the  owner  was  in  affluent  circumstances, 
was  the  centre  of  an  abundant  hospitfdity.  Here  Manning  and  his  wife 
were  always  welcome  guests. 

CoDcemlng  the  ancestry  of  the  Stites  family  but  little  can  be  ascer^ 
taiued.  William,  the  father  of  John,  moved  from  Hampstead,  Long 
Island,  to  Springfield,  a  small  village  in  E^ses  County,  six  miles  from 
Elizabethtown.  This  was  in  1727,  as  appears  from  a  date  on  his  tomb- 
stone in  the  old  burying  ground.  He  had  a  son  named  William  who 
resided  in  Elizabethtown,  to  whom  Manning  refers  as  his  "  uncle ' '  under 
date  of  1779.'  John  was  the  oldest  son.  From  the  few  facts  at  hand 
concerning  him,  it  is  evident  that  he  was  a  man  of  ability  and  of  widely 
extended  influence.  In  the  minutes  of  the  Philadelphia  Association, 
under  date  of  1769,  it  is  recorded  that  he  was  appointed  by  that  body 
to  receive  donations  in  the  Jerseys  for  Rhode  Island  College.  His  three 
sons  were  all  educated  at  the  Hopewell  Academy.  Furthermore  he 
was  the  father-in-law  of  two  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  Baptist 
denomination.  He  died  in  1782,  as  appears  from  a  letter  to  Judge 
Howell,  dated  Kovember  19th,  in  which  Manning  speaks  of  Dr.  Dayton 
as  "the  acting  Executor  of  his  father-in-law's  estate."*  The  mother's 
maiden  name  does  not  appear.  She  died  in  1784,  two  years  after  her 
husband's  decease.  In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Smith,  dated  July  3d,  Manning 
speaks  of  his  wife  as  having  sailed  on  the  27th  ultdmo,  "  to  enjoy  the  last 
interview  with  her  dear  Mamma,  just  about  to  leave  us  by  a  consump- 
tion."' 

<  Wt""'"|t  u>d  Broim  Unlnnlt;,  pag«  380. 
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SeTQn  children  constitated  the  Stites  houaehold,  viz.,  Maiy ;  Heze- 
kiah,  a  physician  who  resided  at  Cranbeny,  and  died  in  1797 ;  Sarah, 
who  married  the  Rev.  John  Gano ;  Mai^^aret,  who  married  Manning ; 
John,  a  physician,  and  afterwards  a  merchant,  to  whom  Manning 
in  hia  correspondence  refers  as  a  resident  of  New  York ;'  and  Richard, 
the  youngest,  who  was  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  Rhode  Island  Col- 
lege ;  he  was  killed  in  hattle  at  Long  Island,  being  captain  of  a  com- 
panj  under  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene. 

Manning's  marriage  proved  a  source  of  great  domestic  felicity.  The 
wife  possessed  those  elegant  accomplishments  and  superior  qualities 
which  well  accorded  with  her  husband's  character,  and  happily  fitted 
her  for  the  dischai^e  of  duties  inseparable  from  puUic  positions  of  honor 
and  usefulness.  She  was  also  lovely  and  attractive  in  person,  if  one 
may  judge  from  her  portrait,  which  hangs  beside  that  of  her  husband  in 
Sayles  Memorial  Hall.'  The  blessings  of  offspring  were,  however,  denied 
them.  She  survived  her  beloved  companion  many  years,  and  after  a 
long  and  retired  widowhood,  died  in  Providence,  Nov.  9,  1815,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-five.  At  the  time  of  their  mairif^  she  was 
not,  as  has  already  been  stated,  a  professor  of  religion.  Daring  a  pow- 
erful revival  under  her  husband's  preaching,  in  1775,  she  became  a 
hopeful  converi^  and  was  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  joys  and  consolations  of  a  weU-grounded  hope  in  Christ 
thos  comforted  her  in  her  bereavement,  soothed  her  declining  years, 
and  cheered  her  dying  boors. 

On  the  Idth  of  April,  a  few  weeks  after  his  marriage,  Manning  was 
publicly  ordained  and  set  apart  for  his  chosen  work,  as  a  preacher  and 
an  evangelist.  The  sermon  on  the  occasion  was  preached  by  his 
brother-in-law,  the  Rev.  John  Gano,  who  bad  but  recently  been  settled 
over  the  newly-constituted  Baptist  Church  in  New  York.  His  teacher 
and  spiritual  guide  at  the  Academy,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Eaton,  gave  the 

1  Maiinliig  WDd  Blown  OnlTenltr,  p*ge  3M. 

>  lltili  portrait  m»  beqoekthod  to  Browa  UiilTenltr  by  MlM  Mul&  Baoedlct,  t,  dmaghtat  at  Re*. 
Dt,  DaTld  Beimdlct,  uid  *■  nlec«  of  Xtt.  £llzk  B,  Bogsn,  nbou  property  the  Inherited.  Dr.  Hu- 
lling'* portrait  wH  beqoeUhed  b;  Hn.  Humlng,  In  her  wHI,  recorded  NoTember,  tSlB. 
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charge,  and  his  belored  friend,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Stelle,'  of  Fiscatawaj, 

made  the  ordaining  prayer. 

By  the  following  letter  from  the  Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  it  appears  that  he 

was  invited  about  this  time  to  settle  in  Charleston,  South  Carotina,  as 

assistant  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church.    This  invitation,  fortunately  for 

the  interests  of  learning  and  religion  in  New  England,  he  felt  obliged 

to  decline,  having  already  entered  upon  the  great  educational  work,  to 

which  his  future  was  to  be  consecrated :  — 

CaAmLBBTOH,  June  20, 1763. 
Dkab  Ms.  UANNiKa: 

A  lew  dajs  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  to  forward  »  call  to  you,  from  this  churob.  to 
come  over  and  assist  me  In  breaking  the  bread  ol  lUe  to  the  dear  people  of  m;  charge. 
I  hope  enough  has  been  said  to  induce  yon  to  come  over  to  this  "  delightlnl  leglon,"  it  I 
may  use  your  own  worda.  Since  I  wrote  yoa  last,  I  hare  reoelved  letters  from  Mr. 
Osno,  who  informs  me  that  yon  are  married,  ordained,  and  not  settled ;  and  that  yon 
intend  a  jonrney  to  the  eastward  before  yon  settle  anywhere.  I  assnre  you  that  this 
gives  me  hope  that  yon  will  settle  to  the  southward,  seeing  you  ace  not  yet  engaged. 

I  congratnlateyou  on  yonr  having  entered  Into  a  new  state  of  lite,  and  hope  you  will 
enjoy  all  the  comforts  which  the  married  state  can  afford.  I  welcome  you  Into  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Lord  as  one  of  his  laborers.  You  are  now  an  ambassador  tor  the  King  of 
Kings.  I  doubt  not  but  that  a  sense  of  the  Importance  of  the  work  Has  with  weight 
upon  your  mind.  Well,  he  who  Is  the  Lord  onr  righteousness  Is  also  the  Lord  oar 
strength.  I  have  only  to  say,  I  hope  God  will  send  yon  upon  an  embassy  to  this  place, 
where  you  will  be  welcomed  to  my  heart,  to  my  hoose,  and  to  my  people,  and  where  yon 
will  have  a  hopeful  prospect  of  doing  much  good. 

Bemember  me  Id  kind  love  to  yonr  other  self.  Tell  her  I  wish  her  joy  In  hei  new 
state,  and  hope  for  the  pleasate  of  saluting  her  in  Charleston,  where  many  whose  ambi- 
tion will  be  to  make  her  happy  will  rejoice  to  see  her.  If  the  oall  should  happen  by  any 
means  to  miscarry,  pray  look  upon  this  as  one,  and  do  not  engage  until  you  receive  a 
duplicate  of  that  already  sent.    I  wish  yon  great  grace,  and  am 

Yours  in  Jesus, 
Olttxb  Hast. 

'  Mr.  aieUe  wm  the  son  ot  Beulunln  Stelle,  s  worthy  nugistrate,  who  for  manr  years  was  pastor 
of  the  nscatawsf  Churidi.  Upon  the  death  ot  his  f  Mher  in  ITW,  Isaac  succeeded  to  the  psatoral 
olIlM,  ocntlDOlDg  Id  It  until  his  death  In  ITS!.  RIs  son  Benjsmln  was  educated  at  the  Hopewell 
Academy,  and  gradoated  M  the  College  of  New  Jersej  in  ITSS.  He  oaow  to  ProrldsDM  soon  after- 
wu^  and  astablidied  a  Latin  School,  m  la  learned  from  ■  letter  of  Presldeat  Manning  to  David 
Howeu.  The  late  Hon.  Nlebolss  Brown,  as  has  been  prerloosly  noted,  married  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Stan*  tor  Us  sMOnd  wife. 
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An  account  of  the  Rev.  John  Gano,  to  whom  Mr.  Hart  here  alludes, 
and  whose  name  so  frequently  recurs  throi^hout  these  pages,  who  was 
so  intimately  associated  with  Manning  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the 
cause  of  sound  learning  and  ministerial  education,  may  fitly  close  this 
chapter.  He  was  regaoded  by  Baptists  in  his  day  as  a  "star  of  the 
first  nu^nitude,"  a  "prince  among  the  hosts  of  Israel."  Possessed  of 
superior  natural  talents  and  a  great  knowledge  of  human  nature,  he 
adapted  iiiniself  with  singular  readiness  to  the  varied  circumstances  of 
his  eventful  life.  His  ancestors  were  Huguenots.  Francis  Gemeaux, 
as  the  name  was  originally  spelled,  was  his  greatrgrandfather.  He 
escaped  from  the  island  of  Guernsey  during  the  bloody  persecution  that 
arose  in  consequence  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Kantes,  and, 
arriving  in  this  country,  settled  at  Kew  Rochelle,  where  he  died  at  the 
extraordinary  E^e  of  one  hundred  and  three  years.  John  was  bom  at 
Hopewell,  New  Jersey,  July  22,  1727.  He  was  therefore  Manning's 
senior  by  eleven  years  and  upwards.  His  parents  were  eminently  pious, 
and  from  his  earliest  years  he  was  faithfully  instructed  in  the  great 
principles  of  religion.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Stites,  who  proved  to  be  a  most  agreeable  com- 
pauion,  and  an  efficient  auxiliary  to  his  usefulness.  Eleven  children  — 
seven  sons  and  four  daughters — were  the  fruits  of  this  union;  one  of 
whom.  Dr.  Stephen  Gano,  was  for  a  period  of  thirty-six  years  (1792- 
1828),  the  honored  and  efficient  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Providence.  In  June,  1762,  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  New  York, 
consisting  of  twenty-seven  members  dismissed  for  this  purpose  from  the 
Scotch  Plains  Church,  was  organized,  and  Mr.  Gano  became  its  pastor. 
Here  he  continued  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  excepting  the  time  he  was 
absent  from  the  city  in  consequence  of  the  war.  During  his  ministry 
the  church  was  greatJy  prospered,  receiving  by  baptism  upwards  of  three 
hundred  members. 

Mr.  Gano  early  espoused  the  cause  of  bjs  country  in  the  contest  with 
Great  Britain.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  he  joined  the  standard 
of  freedom  in  the  capacity  of  Chaplain  to  General  Clinton's  New  York 
brigade,  and  1^  his  preaching  and  example  contributed  not  a  little  to 
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impart  a  detenmned  spirit  to  the  soldiets.  Though  his  duties  were 
peaceful  he  did  not  shun  scenes  of  danger.  Headley ,  in  his  "  Chapluns 
and  Clergy  of  the  Revolution,"  says : — "  In  the  fierce  conflict  on  Chatter- 
ton's  Hill,  Mr.  Gano  was  oonUnually  under  fire,  and  bis  cool  and  quiet 
cooi^e  in  thus  fearlessly  exposing  himself,  was  afterwards  commented  on 
in  the  most  glowing  terms  by  the  officers  who  stood  near  him."  In  speak- 
ing of  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  be  himself  modestly  says ;  — "  My  sta- 
tion in  time  of  action  I  knew  to  be  among  the  surgeons,  but  in  this  battle 
I  somehow  got  in  the  front  of  the  regiment,  yet  I  durat  not  quit  my 
place  for  fear  of  dampening  the  spirits  of  the  soldiem,  or  of  bringing  on 
myself  an  imputation  of  cowardice."  Headley  further  states  that  when 
he  "  saw  more  than  half  the  army  flying  from  the  sound  of  cannon,  others 
abandoning  their  pieces  without  firing  a  shot,  and  a  brave  band  of  six 
hundred  maintaining  a  conflict  with  the  whole  British  army,  filled  with 
chivalrous  and  patriotic  sympathy  for  the  valiant  men  that  refused  to 
run,  he  could  not  resist  the  strong  desire  to  share  their  perils,  and  he 
eagerly  pushed  forward  to  the  front."  Mr.  Gano  continued  in  the  army 
till  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1788,  Washington 
proclaimed  peace  from  the  "New  Building"  at  Newburg,  and  the  patri- 
otic Chaplain,  in  the  presence  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  offered  up  a 
prayer  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the 
Universe. 

In  1788  Mr.  Gano  left  his  Society  in  New  York,  and  removed  to 
Kentucky.  He  died  at  Frankfort,  in  1804,  in  the  seventy-eighth  yearof 
his  ^e.  Hon.  Charles  S.  Todd,  formerly  Ambassador  from  the  United 
States  to  Russia,  in  a  communication  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  says :  — 
"  Well  do  1  remember  Uie  venerable  and  imposing  appearance  which  he 
used  to  make,  as  he  walked  the  streets,  and  how  everybody  respected 
him,  both  as  a  Christian  gentleman  and  a  minister  of  the  Gospel."  "He 
was  in  person,"  says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Furman,  "  below  the  middle  stature, 
and,  when  young,  of  a  slender  form ;  but  of  a  vigorous  constitution, 
well  titted  for  performing  active  services  with  ease,  and  for  suffering 
labors  and  privations  with  constancy.  In  the  more  advanced  stt^es  of 
life  his  body  tended  tb  corpulency.     His  presence  was  manly,  open, 
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and  engaging.  His  voice  was  strong  and  commanding,  yet  agreeable, 
and  capable  of  all  those  inflections  which  are  anited  to  express  either  the 
strong  or  tender  emotions  of  an  intelligent,  feeling  mind." 

Memoirs  of  Mr.  Gano,  written  principally  by  himself,  were  published 
in  a  small  duodecimo  form  in  1806.  This  is  now  a  very  rare  book,  and 
much  sought  after.  He  was  one  of  the  first  trustees  of  Rhode  Island 
College,  and  as  such  rendered  good  and  efficient  service.  C&thcart  has 
a  fine  likeness  of  him  in  his  "Baptist  Encyclopedia,"  from  which  the 
accompanying  portrait  is  taken. 
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Uanning'a  first  appe»T«Qce  In  Bhode  Island  in  befaaK  ot  tbe  College  —  Stopped  at  New- 
port  while  OQ  a  voyage  to  Halifax  — Accompanied  b;  Bev.  John  Sutton,  afteiwardt 
an  BsatBtant  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wlnaor  of  Providence  — Motion  for  the  College  made 
to  prominent  Baptists,  and  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  subject  held  at  Col,  John  Gard- 
ner's house —Account  of  Colouel  Gardner  — Sketch  of  the  proposed  College  pre- 
sented hy  Manning  at  au  adjoumed  meeting,  and  the  Hon.  Joslae  Lyndon  and  Col. 
Job  Beunet  appointed  to  draw  a  Charter  to.be  laid  before  the  next  General  Assem- 
bly—  Designs  ol  the  friends  of  the  College  nearly  trnstrated  by  "secret  contri- 
vances"— After  three  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,  Charter  dually  granted  at 
an  adjonrned  session,  held  In  East  Greenwich,  on  the  last  Monday  in  February, 
1T61  — Manning  and  Edwards  present  at  these  sessions- Charter  now  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Brown  nnlverslty  —  Remarkably  liberal  in  its  provisions  —  Necessary  to 
locate  the  College  in  the  beginning  where  the  President  could  receive  a  support  as 
the  Pastor  of  a  Church  —  Warren  the  place  selected  —  Members  of  the  church  la 
Swansea  abotit  to  form  aseparate  church  in  Warren  — Preparations  made  to  build  a 
meetlng-houBe-Manuing  received  a  call  dated  Feb.  IT,  1761,  "  to  eome over  from  New 
Jersey  and  settle  amongst  them  "  —  Arrival  in  Warren  — Formation  ol  the  Baptist 
Church,  Nov.  15,  1T64— Covenant  — Imposition  ot  Hands  — Call  of  the  Church  to 
Manning- I«tln  School  commenced—  First  meetlDg  ot  the  Corporation  held  in  New- 
port in  1T64  — Second  meeting  held  In  1769- Manning  elected  President— Brief 
account  ot  the  members  — Extracts  from  the  records  —  First  student,  William  Rogers, 
of  Newport,  matriculated  — Sketch  of  his  character  and  life  — Letter  from  Isaac 
Backus  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  QUI,  of  London,  commending  Manning  as  a  teacher  of  youth 
and  the  President  of  the  College  —  Extract  from  Backus's  history — Letter  from 
Manning  to  David  Howell  about  to  graduate  at  Princeton,  inviting  htm  to  come  to 
Warren  — Sketch  of  the  lite  and  character  ot  Howell,  the  first  Tutor  and  Professor  ot 
the  College  — Morgan  Edwards  request«d  by  the  Corporation  to  go  to  England  and 
solicit  funds  forthe  College  — Account  of  his  mission- Subscription  book  preserved 
among  the  Library  archives  — Paisonage-honse  bnllt  by  a  lottery  — Formation  ot  the 
Warren  Association  inlT6T — Flan  drawn  by  Manning  — Records  of  the  early  meet- 
ings—Noah  Alden— EfFortfl  put  forth  in  behalf  of  religious  freedom  — Standing 
Committee  on  Grievances  —  Manning's  prominence  both  In  the  Warren  and  the  Phil- 
adelphla  Associations  —  Circular  Letter  by  Manning — Meeting  of  the  Corporation 
for  1789  held  In  Warren— First  Commencement— Red-letter  day  In  the  history  of  the 
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luuneH  ol  the  CMidtdfttes  In  contrast  with  tliat  of  Harvaid  — Biiaf  blogT»phi«a  of 
tn«mbenot  thegiadnittlng  clftsa— Oratton  of  WilUam  Bogen— Bk«tchei  olBichud 
Stites,  Junes  H.  Varnnin,  William  Wlllianifl,  and  Charles  Thompson  — Thoinpson'a 
Valedictory  Address. 

DuBiNG  the  year  that  elapsed  after  his  ordination  and  mairiage, 
Manning  traveled  throu^  the  Colonies,  in  order  to  ascertain  from  per- 
sonal observation  the  real  state  of  religion,  and  to  prepare  himself  for 
the  great  work  upon  which  he  had  now  entered.  No  record  is  left  to 
indicate  the  extent  or  to  exhibit  the  incidents  of  his  jonmeyings.  From 
his  "Narrative,"  which  we  shall  give  in  full  in  connection  witb  the  his- 
tory of  the  charter,  and  from  Bubeequent  events,  it  appears  that  be 
sailed  to  Halifax,  and  from  thence  returned  through  the  New  England 
Colonies,  attending  the  several  sessions  of  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature 
during  the  discussions  upon  the  charter,  visiting  Providence,  his  future 
home,  and  also  Warren,  where  he  was  soon  to  be  settled  as  a  pastor. 
He  was  accompanied,  it  is  stated,  by  the  Rev.  John  Sutton,  a  member  of 
the  Scotch  Plains  Church,  and  an  early  graduate  of  the  Hopewell 
Academy.^  Several  years  previous  to  this  time  Mr.  Sutton  had  preached 
and  baptized  converts  in  Newport,  Nova  Scotia.  He  was  afterwards, 
says  Edwards,  settled  in  Nova  Scotia  from  1766  until  1T70.  On  his 
return  to  the  Jerseys,  after  his  settiement,  he  stopped  at  Providence, 
where  he  was  an  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Winsor  six  months,  preach- 
ing for  the  church  "to  good  acceptance."  This  we  learn  from  the 
records,  and  also  from  Knight's  "  History  of  the  Six  Principle  Bap- 
tists." 

>  This  MBtemcut  wu  made  to  the  Kuthor  man;  yean  ago,  by  the  Her.  Dr.  Benedict,  and  othor 
ineiiibers  of  the  Oano  family.  It  probably  came  from  Mrs.  ]laiiQln|>,  -who  resided  wittt  her  nephew, 
Dr.  Oano,  after  the  death  of  bar  husband.  She  died  In  IBIS.  It  Is  more  than  probable  that  sbe  also 
acoompauled  herhiubaudoa  thlsTeja^  to  Halifax.  In  the  shetch  of  the  College  found  ajnong  the 
papen  of  Jadge  Hovel],  and  glTeu  In  A.ppendti  B  to  Preildeat  Sears'!  Centennial  Discourse,  it  is 
•tated  that  John  Sucton  accompuiled  Manning  on  his  voyage  to  Halifax,  teaching  at  Newport,  in 
the  summer  of  nes,  (See  Centennial  Disconraa,  pages  S3-W,)  Ajnong  the  Manning  papers  Is  a  let- 
ter from  the  ReT.  Oliver  Hart, of  South  Carolina,  Not.  14,  (TM,  In  which  he  retare  to  a  letter  from 
Ber.  Mr.  Simpson,  In  uuwer  to  a  call  from  Che  people  at  Halifax.  This  letter  Mr.  Hart  lent  to 
Slaunlog,  with  a  request  tbat  be  would  forward  It  Id  the  "  beet  and  ipeedieat  mamier  yoa  can."  tt 
isevident  that  Manning's  riilt  to  Halifax  In  tbe  summer  of  IIIB  bad  n  ~ 
Bi^tlst  Interest  In  that  plaoe. 
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In  the  montH  of  July,  1763,  the  veflsel  in  which  they  had  embarked 
for  Halifax  stopped  at  Newport,  Khode  Island.  It  was  at  this  time, 
says  Manning,  using  his  own  words,  that  he  "  made  a  motion  to  several 
gentlemen  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  whereof  Col.  John  Gardner, 
the  Deputy  Governor  was  one,  relative  to  a  Seminaiy  of  Polite  Litera- 
ture, subject  to  the  government  of  the  Baptists.  The  motion  was  prop- 
erly attended  to  which  brought  together  about  fifteen  gentlemen  of  the 
same  denomination  to  the  Deputy's  house." 

Who  these  "fifteen  gentlemen  of  the  same  denomination"  were  we 
have  no  means  of  positively  knowing.  Among  them  without  doubt  were 
tiie  three  pastors  of  the  Baptist  Churches,  Edward  Upham,  Gardner 
Thurston,  and  John  MaxBon.  Colonel  Gardner  was  surely  present,  for 
the  meeting  was  at  his  house.  So  also  the  Hon.  Josias  Lyndon  and 
Col.  Job  Bennet,  for  they  were  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a 
charter  and  present  it  to  the  Legislature.  Governor  Samuel  Ward,  so 
his  biographer  states,  was  present.  So  doubtless  were  Doct.  Thomas 
Eyres,  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Corporation, 
Simon  Pease,  Feleg  Barker,  John  Tanner,  John  Warren,  and  John 
TiUinghast.  These  were  all  Baptist  Trustees  and  FeUows,  and  were 
present  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Corporation  in  1764.  Colonel  Gardner, 
beneath  whose  hospitoble  roof  was  held  tiiis  first  meeting  in  Rhode  Island 
relative  to  the  College,  was  a  man  venerable  in  years  and  prominent  in 
society,  being  not  only  Colonel  and  Deputy  Governor,  but  also  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  now  called  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court.  He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Holmes) 
Giardner,  and  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Rev.  Obadiah  Holmes,  who 
was  publicly  whipped  for  his  religious  opinions  by  the  authorities  at 
Boston.  He  died  in  1764.  The  inscription  on  his  tomb  in  the  New- 
port graveyard  reads  as  follows :  — 

To  th«  memory  of  the  Honorable  Jobn  Gardner,  Esq.,  thli  tomb  ie  dedicated.  Ha 
dianged  tUa  life  for  one  more  gloilons,on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1761,  In  the  SOtb  year 
of  hie  age.  Hla  death  waa  to  the  commnnlQ  the  losa  of  a  uaetul  and  worthy  member ; 
to  hli  discosBolata  wife  and  nnmetone  ofteprlng  a  loss  irreparable.  He  waa  a  loving 
aod  Indnlgent  huabaod,  aa  well  aa  a  tender  and  affectionate  parent,  and  remarkable  (or 
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Ua  slfftble  and  conrteoua  deportment  to  all  men.  While  young  he  flevoted  Umeelt  to 
the  service  olhis  ooDUtry.tn  which  he  waa  advanced  to  m&ny  poHts  of  the  greatest  tmst, 
which  he  discharged  with  honor  and  fidelity.  He  was  early  received  Into  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  the  communion  of  which  he  remained  a  worthy  member  till  bis  death.  His 
life  was  exemplary,  and  few  men  had  a  more  ertenslve  charity  (or  Cbriatlani  of  every 
denomination.  In  his  last  hours  he  bore  his  sickness  with  patience  and  resignation,  a 
glorious  presage  of  his  future  happiness.  And  we  trust  that  he  Is  now  at  rest  In  the 
mansions  of  bliss,  with  bis  Redeemer  and  the  spirits  of  Just  men  made  perfect- 
In  acGordanco  with  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Ganlner,  Mr.  Man- 
ning was  requested  to  draw  a  sketch  of  the  design,  and  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  until  the  day  following.  "That  day  came,"  says  Man- 
ning, "and  the  said  gentlemen,  with  other  Baptists,  met  in  the  same 
place,  when  a  rough  draft  was  produced  and  read,  the  tenor  of  which 
was,  that  the  Institution  was  to  be  a  Baptist  one,  but  that  as  many  of 
other  denominations  should  be  taken  in  as  was  consistent  with  the  said 
design."  This  appears  to  have  met  the  approval  of  the  brethren 
present,  "and  accordingly,"  Manning  continues,  "  the  Hon.  Joaias  Lyn- 
don and  Col.  Job  Bennet  were  appointed  to  draw  a  charter  to  be  laid 
before  the  next  General  Aasembly,  with  a  request  that  they  would  pass 
it  into  a  law."  The  "  next  General  Assembly"  met  by  adjournment  in 
Newport  on  the  first  Monday  in  August.  The  manner  in  which  the 
designs  of  the  friends  of  the  College  were  nearly  frustrated  by  what 
Backus  terms  "secret  contrivances  and  some  other  attempts  ^^inst  it," 
will  be  shown  in  detail  in  a  succeeding  chapter.  After  two  sessions  of 
the  General  Assembly  held  in  South  Kingstown,  one  in  October,  1763, 
and  one  in  January,  1764,  and  after  much  opposition  on  the  part  of  cer- 
tain Congregationalista  and  their  friends,  a  charter  reflecting  the  liberal 
sentiments  of  the  Colony,  and  of  the  Baptist  denomination  at  large, 
was  finally  granted,  at  an  adjourned  session  held  In  East  Greenwich,  on 
the  last  Monday  in  February,  1764.  "After  much  and  warm  debate," 
says  Judge  Jenckes,  "the  question  was  put  and  carried  in  favor  of  the 
charter  by  a  great  majority."  The  final  result  was  largely  due  doubt- 
leas  to  the  personal  influence  of  Manning  and  Edwards,  who  it  appeais 
were  present  at  these  several  sessions.    Manning,  the  future  Preaideat, 
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was  now  twenty-fire  years  of  age,  of  a  fine,  commanding  appearance,  and 
polished  address.  He  was  known  as  a  superior  scholar,  having  recently 
been  graduated  from  Princeton  with  the  second  honors  of  his  class. 
His  physique  was  large  and  imposing,  his  person  was  graceful,  and  bis 
countenance  handsome  and  remarkably  expressive  of  sensibility,  dignity, 
and  cheerfulness.  He  possessed,  moreover,  a  voice  of  extraordinary 
compass  and  harmony,  to  which,  in  no  small  degree,  may  be  ascribed 
the  vivid  impression  which  he  made  upon  other  minds.  His  manners, 
too,  were  those  of  a  refined  gentleman,  combining  ease  without  negli- 
gence, dignity,  grace,  and  politeness  without  affectation.  Mr.  Edwards, 
the  "first  mover"  in  the  enterprise,  is  described  by  all  his  biographere 
as  a  man  of  wonderful  magnetic  influence,  inspiring  with  enthusiasm  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Such  were  our  leaders  at  this  crisis  in 
the  history  of  the  College.  How  much  influence  Bishop  Berkeley, 
whose  name  has  been  mentioned  by  prominent  writers  in  this  connec- 
tion, had  in  the  matter,  does  not  to  the  writer's  mind  yet  appear.  He 
had  resided  in  Newport  thirty-two  years  previous  to  this  time,  from  Feb- 
ruary, 1729,  until  September,  1731,  with  the  pious  intention  of  convert- 
ing the  American  Indians  to  Christianity  by  means  of  an  Episcopal 
college  to  be  established  in  one  of  the  Bermuda  islands. 

This  charter,  which  gives  to  the  Baptists,  or  as  they  are  further  desig- 
nated, *'Anti-Pedopapti8t8,"  the  control,  or  in  the  words  of  Manning, 
"the  lead  in  the  Institution,"  is  now  regarded  as  the  "  unalterable  consti- 
tution of  Brown  University."  However  severely  it  may  be  criticised  by 
the  Baptists  of  to-day  for  its  remarkable,  and  in  the  minds  of  some, 
excessive  liberality,  it  is  very  evident  that  no  other  charter  could  have 
been  obtained  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  ago  ;  and  furthermore, 
that  no  strictly  sectarian  college  could  have  succeeded,  at  least  for  the 
time  being,  under  the  exclusive  patronage  of  a  despised  and  oppressed 
denomination,  having  only  seventy  regularly  organized  churches  in  aU 
the  thirteen  colonies,  with  a  membership  of  perhaps  five  thousand.  Our 
fathers  were  wise  in  their  day  and  generation  ;  and  they  well  deserve 
our  gratitude  and  praise,  for  their  wise  and  persistent  efforts  to  found 
an  institution  of  learning. 
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But  though  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  had  been  selected  for  the 
College,  and  a  charter  reflecting  her  liberal  and  well  known  eentimenta 
in  religious  concernments  had  been  secnted,  no  town  stood  at  first  pre- 
pared to  welcome  it  in  its  infant  state,  without  students,  without  funds, 
and  with  no  certain  means  of  support.  To  the  projectors  and  friends 
of  the  enterprise  it  seemed  necessary  and  desirable  that  it  should  be 
located  where  the  President,  like  the  revered  principal  of  the  Hopewell 
Academy,  should  be  the  pastor  of  a  church,  in  order  that  he  might  thus 
be  the  better  able  to  rally  around  him  the  friends  of  the  College,  and 
by  preaching  obtain  for  himself  and  family  a  support.  The  three 
churches  in  Newport  were  already  provided  with  competent  psstoiB, 
viz.,  the  Rev.  John  Mazson,  who  was  a  Seventh-day  Baptist,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Upham,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  and  the  Rev. 
Gardner  Thurston,  whose  meeting-house  and  congregation,  according 
to  Edwards,  were  the  lai^est  of  any  connected  with  the  denomination 
in  New  Ei^land.  The  church  at  Providence,  although  founded  by 
Roger  Williams,  and  the  oldest  Baptist  church  in  America,'  had  never 
been  accustomed  to  contribute  liberally  toward  the  support  of  a  pastor. 
In  point  of  fact  it  did  not  believe  in  paying  for  preaching.  With 
only  one  hundred  and  eighteen  members,  living  widely  apart,  with  a 
small  and  uncomfortable  meeting-house,  opposed  to  singing  in  public 
worship,  and  clinging  to  many  prejudices  and  customs,  which  it  after- 
wards threw  off  under  the  enlightened  teachings  of  Manning,  it  offered 
but  feeble  encourt^ement  in  the  outset  to  a  seat  of  learning.  Moreover, 
it  was  already  provided  with  a  pastor,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Winsor,  son  of 
a  former  paet6r  of  the  same  name  who  had  been  ordained  in  1738. 
Together  they  two,  father  and  son,  had  the  oversight  of  the  church 
for  thirty-seven  years. 

>  This  baa  been  tlie  clKlm  of  the  chaTch  uid  •oclsty  from  the  beginning.  In  Che  wordi  of  a  oob- 
tnltCee  »ppolnted  to  rorlew  the  olalnu  of  tbe  Newport  Clmroh  to  priority  of  date ;  "  The  prtorltj, 
iB  tge,  of  the  Fint  Cburoh,  In  Ptovlilence,  hu  been  anerted  b;  tbe  onanlmoni  voloe  of  B>)iti«W 
and  othen.  Tbe  Btor;  baa  been  told  h;  father  to  aon,  and  handed  down  tbiongb  tbonnoda  of  the 
famlltea  of  thla  State  and  land,  vlthoni  change.  Tbe  earlleM  cbronlclea  have  recorded  It.  It  hai 
been  woten  into  evarj  I1IM017  wblcb  waa  ever  written  of  (he  State,  or  of  tlie  denomination,"  Cal- 
lender,  Eopkine,  Edwardi,  Stiles,  Backoa,  Arnold,  Staplea,  tbe  records  of  tlia  cbnrcb  and  tbe 
records  ol  the  socletj,  all  axe  at  one  on  this  point  In  our  ecclesiastical  histbr;. 
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Warren,  a  tbriTing  town  on  an  arm  of  the  Kam^nansett  Bay,  ten 
miles  from  ProTidence,  seemed  to  meet  all  the  reqairemeata  in  the  case. 
Here  wete  nearly  sixty  Baptist  communicanta,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  members  of  the  venerable  church  in  Swansf-a,  three  miles  away.* 
With  this  church  they  and  their  forefathers  had  in  former  years  found 
association  and  comfort.  Under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Jabez  Wood,  it 
was  now,  according  to  Backus,  in  a  declining  state.  The  population  of 
Warren  was  moreover  rapidly  increasing,  and  it  became  obvious  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  tiiese  commnuicante  could  best  secure  their 
religious  welfare  by  forming  themselves  into  a  separate  and  independent 
body,  instead  of  continuing  as  a  branch  of  the  mother  church.  *'  Papers,' ' 
says  Spalding  in  his  centennial  discourse,^  "have  recently  come  to  light 
which  make  it  clear,  that  as  early  as  1762,  before  the  College  was  pro- 
jected at  Philadelphia,  the  purpose  had  been  formed  to  build  a  meeting- 
house in  Warren."  One  of  these  papers,  dated  Feb.  14,  1763,  is  a  bill 
against  *'  the  meeting-house  "  for  dragging  a  stick  of  timber  "  through 
the  great  swamp."  The  house,  says  Morgan  Edwards,  writing  in  1771, 
"was  erected  in  1768,  on  a  lot  fifty  rods  square,  purchased  by  the  con- 
gregation." 

Ministers,  according  to  Edwacds,  occasionally  visited  the  place  and 
baptized,  particularly  Kev.  Gardner  Thurston,  who  may  have  communi- 
cated these  facts  to  Manning  on  his  visit  to  Newport  in  the  summer  of 
1768.  There  are  no  records  to  show  when  Manning  first  visited  Warren. 
Perhaps  he  made  it  his  home  doling  the  several  sessions  of  the  L^ 
islature,  when  the  charter  was  under  discussion,  preaching  as  opportu- 
nities offered.  The  membeiB  of  the  Legislature  from  Warren,  it  may 
be  added,  were  prominent  members  of  the  Baptist  congregation.  It  is 
certain  that  he  received  his  call  to  Warren  just  previous  to  the  final 
vote  at  the  session  in  East  Greenwich.  The  records  state  that  *'  the 
congregation  at  Warren  gave  the  Rev.  James  Manning  a  call  to  come 

>  TIiB  oldeit  B^tln  Chnicb  In  Hunchuetts.  Fotmded  In  lata  b;  tbe  celebtUMl  John  HUM, 
wbo,  In  um,  ma  ejected  from  the  Ilvliig  to  TMoa,  in  Wales,  bj  tbe  Act  of  Unlfonnllj. 

■  CeateoDlal  DlKiaarae  on  the  One  Hundredth  AnnlTerBkry  of  the  Flnt  BaptliC  Cboich  In  War- 
ten,  B.  L,  Not.  U,  isei.    By  A.  F.  Spalding,  A.  H.,  Putor  of  the  Church.    Svo.   PToTldence,  USD. 
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over  from  New  Jersey  and  settle  amongBt  them."  Thia  was  dated  Feb. 
17, 1764,  and  signed  by  their  Committee,  Sylvester  Child,  Ebenezer 
Cole,  and  John  Wlieaton.  This  call  Manning  accepted.  Accordmgly 
we  read  in  Hezekiah  Smith's  diary,'  under  date  of  Wednesday,  April 
11,1764:  — "With  Mr,  Manning  and  his  wife  embarked  for  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,  with  Captain  Stephen  Wanton,  Arrived  on  Friday." 
Mr.  Manning  proceeded  at  once  to  Warren,  leaving  Mrs.  Manning  for 
the  time  in  Newport.  Again  we  read  in  the  diary,  nnder  date  of  Sat- 
urday, April  Slst:  —  "Went  to  Warren  with  Mrs.  Manning,  Enquire 
Coles,  Captain  Wheaton,  and  Mr.  Lillibridge."  A  parsont^  house 
was  built  for  the  pastor  lat«ron.  His  zeal  and  eloquence  soon  attracted 
a  lai^e  and  flourishing  congregation.  The  fruits  of  his  miniatry  were 
apparent,  and  believers  in  Christ  were  publicly  baptized.  In  a  few 
months  it  was  unanimously  agreed  by  all  who  desired  to  come  into  fel> 
lowship  as  a  church  in  Warren,  to  have  a  covenant  or  plan  of  union, 
the  church  in  Swansea,  says  Spalding,  dismissing  twenty-five  membera 
for  this  purpose.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  1764,  a  ehurcli  of 
fifty-eight  members  was  duly  organized  and  constituted.  By  previous 
appointment,  they  had  engaged  the  Rev,  John  Gano,  of  New  York,  the 
Rev,  Gardner  Thurston,  of  Newport,  and  the  Rev,  Ebenezer  Hinds,  of 
Middleborough,  to  assist  in  the  proposed  undertaking.  The  day  was 
kept  in  the  solemn  exercise  of  fasting  and  prayer.  "  In  the  forenoon," 
says  the  record,  "Mr.  Thurston  preached  a  sermon,  and  after  a  short 
intermission  of  service,  the  people  returned,  and  Messrs.  Crano,  Man- 
ning, and  Hinds,  each  made  a  prayer  suitable  to  the  occasion,  after 
which  the  church  covenant,  previously  prepared  by  Mr.  Manning,  was 
presented  and  read." 

This  covenant,  the  original  of  which,  in  Manning's  handwriting,  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  Rev,  J,  P,  Tustin,  at  the  time  of  the  dedication 
of  the  new  church  edifice,  we  copy  from  an  appendix  to  Mr,  Tustin's 
discourse :  —  * 

>  Cbaplaln  Smltb  and  tb«  Baptlits,  page  42. 

*  DUcooTie  deUTared  u  the  ]>edlatlon  at  the  new  Chnich  Sdlflce  at  tbe  BaptliC  Church  uii] 
Sodet;  in  Wvien,  Kay  0,18411.  Br  Joilali  P.  Tnitln,  Putoi.  18mo.  Providence.  H.  H.  Brown. 
IMG. 
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Wliereas  we,  nnworthy  alzmeTS,  through  the  Infinite  richea  of  free  grace,  as  we  tmgt,. 
bmnght  oat  of  darknew  Into  the  marvellans  light  of  the  gospel,  and  the  grace  of  It, 
tranatornied  Into  the  Idngdom  of  Ood'e  dear  Son  Jesna  ChiUt  onr  onlr  Lord  and 
Saviour,  and  mode  portakerB  of  all  those  privllsges  which  Cbrist  pnrcliMed  with  hl» 
piedons  blood,  think  It  out  duty,  and  the  graatest  privilege  we  can  enjoy  here  on  earth 
to  walk  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances,  not  only  for  onr  own  comfort  and 
peace,  but  for  the  manifeetation  of  the  glory  of  God  and  for  the  mntual  help  and  society 
ot  each  other;  and  as  It  hath  pleased  God  (o  appoint  a  vialble  church  relation,  to  be  the 
way  and  mannei  whereby  he  is  pleased  to  communicate  to  hie  people  the  blessings  of 
hie  pteaence,  a  gtowth  in  grace,  and  fartherance  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  God  — 

We,  therefore,  thi*  day,  after  solemu  faatlug  and  prayer  for  help  and  direction,  in  the 
tear  of  his  Holy  name,  and  with  hearts  lifted  np  to  the  most  high  God,  humbly  and 
beely  offer  np  ourselves  a  living  aaerlflce  unto  him  who  is  our  God,  in  covenant, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  to  walk  together  according  to  his  revealed  Word,  in  visible  gospel 
relation,  both  to  Christ  our  only  head  and  to  each  other  as  lellow-mem here  and  brethren 
of  the  some  household  of  faith. 

And  we  do  humbly  engage,  that,  through  hts  strength,  we  will  endeavor  to  perform 
all  onr  respective  duties  toward  God  and  each  other,  and  to  pracUse  all  the  ordinances 
of  Christ,  according  to  what  Is  and  shall  be  mode  known  to  as  in  oar  respective  places ; 
to  exercise,  practise,  and  submit  to  the  government  of  Christ  in  this  church. 

And  we  declare  that  it  Is  out  mind  that  none  are  properly  ^nalifled  members  of  this 
Christ's  visible  church,  but  such  aa  have  been  wrought  upon  by  the  grace  of  God,  deliv- 
ered from  their  sins  by  the  JnstUytng  rlgbteoasnesa  of  Christ,  and  have  the  evidence 
of  It  In  their  soala,  have  made  profesalon  thereof,  that  is,  of  a  living  faith  In  Christ,  and 
have  been  baptised  by  inuuerslon.  In  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Farther,  it  la  our  mind,  that  the  Imposition  or  Non-Imposition  ot  Hands  upon 
believers,  after  bapHsm,  Is  not  essential  to  church  communion,  and  that  where  the 
image  ot  Christ  is  discerned,  according  to  the  rales  of  God's  word,  and  those  previous 
duties  but  now  mentioned  are  submitted  to  according  to  gospel  rules,  we  ore  ready  to 
hold  communion  with  all  such  walklngorderly  in  the  church  of  Christ. 

And  now  we  humbly  hope,  that  although  ot  ourselves  we  are  altogether  unworthy 
and  unfit  thus  to  ofFer  np  ourselves  to  God,  or  to  do  him  any  service,  or  to  expect  any 
favor  or  mercy  from  hlm,yet  that  he  will  graciously  accept  of  this  our  free-will  oSetlnK, 
in  and  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  our  dear  Kedeemer,  and  that  he  will  employ 
and  Improve  us  In  his  service  to  his  own  praise,  to  whom  be  all  the  glory  both  now  and 
forever.    Amen. 

This  coTenant  may  be  regarded  as  the  creed  or  constitution  of  the 
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ohurcfa.  The  paragraph  relating  to  the  Impoaition  or  Non-Imposition  of 
Hands  upon  believeis  after  baptism,  deserves  considetation.  The  doc- 
trine of  "Laying  on  of  Hands,"  referred  to  in  Hebrews  vi.  2,  vf&s  prac 
tised,  it  appears,  by  the  Scotch  Plains  Church,  and  by  all  the  churches 
in  Rhode  Island  at  this  time,  they  being  called  Six  Principle  Baptist 
churches-  When  in  1652  some  of  the  members  of  the  Providence  church 
withdrew  from  the  parent  body,  under  the  leadership  of  Thomas  Olney, 
they  were  called  Five  Principle  Baptists,  because  they  rejected  the  doc- 
trine. Manning  did  not  beUere  in  the  rite,  and  yet,  with  a  lai^ 
Christian  charity,  he  yielded  to  its  practice  as  a  non-essential  when 
requested.  "This  rite,"  says  Spalding,'  "  which  so  troubled  the  Rhode 
Island  churches,  now  generally  conceded  to  have  been  connected  with 
the  supernatural  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  quietly  lud  aside,  and 
has  never  disturbed  our  church.  At  a  meeting  one  month  after  its 
formation,  the  records  say,  '  Mis.  Sarah  Tbroop  came  under  the  Imposi- 
tion of  Hands,  being  conscious  of  duty.'  Few,  if  any  other  instances 
of  the  rite  are  on  record." 

After  the  members  had  signed  the  foregoing  covenant,  *'they  were 
asked  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Manning,"  continues  the  record,  "  whether  they, 
in  the  presence  of  that  assembly,  viewed  that  as  their  covenant  and  plan 
of  union  in  a  church  relation,  which  question  was  answered  by  them  all 
in  the  affirmative,  standing  np  "  ;  after  which  three  of  the  brethren, 
Samuel  Hix,  Amos  Haile,  and  John  Coome;-,  in  behalf  of  the  church, 
presented  to  Mr.  Manning  a  call  to  become  their  pastor.  The  call  w«s 
read  publicly  by  Mr.  Gano,  and  formally  accepted  by  the  pastor  elect. 
The  solemnities  of  ike  day  were  closed  by  a  sermon  from  Mr.  Gano,  who 
reminded  both  pastor  and  people  of  their  respective  duties,  and  urged 
the  mutual  performance  of  both,  from  t^ose  important  motives  which 
the  nature  of  the  relation  requires. 

Manning's  £rst  call,  it  will  be  observed,  was  from  the  congregation, 
*'to  come  over  from  New  Jersey  and  settle  amongst  them."  His  second 
call  was  from  the  church.  We  present  it  in  full  as  an  interesting  part 
of  our  narrative :  — 

1  C«nt«iui[al  DIbcootk,  pkge  IS. 
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Tb^  Chareh  of  Christ  in  Wuren,  in  tlie  Colony  ot  Bhode-lBland,  baptiied  npon  a 
puBonal  profeoslOD  ot  laith,  boldlng  the  doctcineii  ot  regeneration,  petgeveTonce  In 
grace,  etc.,  being  constituted  and  organized  achuichtMs  USth  dayol  NoTsmber,  1764, 
piesent  to  the  Bev.  James  Manning,  lateof  Nassan  Hall,  In  New  JeTsay,  their  Christian 
salutation: 

BETSKEm  AND  DULB  8ix: 

luauuQch  as  Ood  in  his  Providence  hath  teen  fit  to  give  ns  an  opportunity  ot  being 
constituted  a  church  of  Christ,  that  we  may  according  to  the  pattern  showed  us  In  the 
Gospel,  partake  of  the  ordinances  which  Christ  hath  left  in  his  church,  and  walk 
together  as  brethren  In  Christ,  and  his  Apostles  having  Instrncted  ns  that  ordained  pas- 
tors are  those  that  are  to  feed  bis  people  with  knowledge,  and  administer  ordinances 
amongst  them,  we  do  this  day  ananimoosly  request  that  yon  would  accept  this  onr  call 
to  the  work  ol  a  pastor  OTer  and  amongst  ns,  having  been  fnlly  satisfied  heretofore  of 
your  call  and  ordination  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  a  regular  church  of  Christ  In 
EbzabethtowD,  East  Jersey,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Bev.  Benjamin  Miller.  And 
as  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  who  preach  the  Gospel  shonld  live  of  the  Gospel,  we 
do  here  declare  onr  Intention  to  render  your  life  as  happy  as  possible  by  our  brotherly 
condnct  towards  you,  and  communicating  onr  temporal  things  to  your  necessities  so 
long  as  God  In  his  Providence  shall  continue  us  together;  your  acceptance  hereof  we 
humbly  hope  will  be  a  means  under  the  Divine  blessing  of  our  mutual  furtherance  and 
growth  In  grace.    Thus  we  prefer  our  request  and  suhscribe  your  brethren,' 

John  EIabtcbbook, 
BnnjuiDi  CoLi, 

8Ti,T„™.Cm,,  ,     j^j,^ 

JoBH  Child,  ^ 

EnaitnzBS  Co«,  (  <^ ^ "'^«' 

John  Wasr,  \ 

WlLLUM   BASTOBBOOEK.  / 


The  first  step  taken  by  Manning  in  reference  to  the  College  was  to 
open  a  Latin  School,  with  an  ultimate  view  to  college  instniction.  This 
School,  which  90on  became  flourishing,  he  continued  to  teach  personally 
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or  supenntend  for  m&ay  yeais,  in  conneotion  with  hia  professional 
duties  as  pastor  of  the  cburch  and  President  of  the  CoUege.  It  was 
removed  to  Providence  in  1770,  and,  upon  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing now  called  University  Hall,  to  rooms  in  that  building.  In  1810  a 
brick  house  for  its  accommodation  was  erected  hy  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege, under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  Corporation  consisting  of 
Tboioas  P.  Ives,  Moses  Lippitt,  and  Thomas  L.  Halsey.  It  is  now 
called  the  University  Grammar  School,  and  is  taught  by  the  principals, 
Emoiy  Lyon  and  Edward  A.  Swain,  they  having  the  entire  control  and 
responsilolity  of  its  management.  This  School  has  been  from  the  begin- 
ning an  efficient  auxiliary  to  the  CoUege  or  University.  In  a  mAuu- 
Bcript  volume  belonging  to  Manning,  which  has  recently  come  into  our 
possession,  ai-e  the  following  entries,  which  are  of  special  interest  in  this 
connection:  —  "William  and  Daniel  Rogers  returned  to  School  Novem- 
ber 17,  1765.  Samuel  Ward  returned  November  28, 1765.  John  Den- 
nis, John  Coomer,  and  Joseph  Rogers  began  School  the  Ist  day  of  May, 
1766.  Reuben  Mason  began  May  5,  1766.  William  Bradford  and 
Samuel  Miller,  May  12,  1766.  Richard  States  began  the  20th  of  June, 
1766.  August  11,  1766,  received  of  Dr.  William  Bradford  three 
Spanish  milled  dollats,  it  being  for  one  quarter's  schooling  for  his  son 
William,  Jr.     James  MANmNG." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  "  Corporation  for  founding  and  endowing  a 
College  or  University  within  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  in  New  England  in  America,"  was  held  at  Newport, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  1764.  At  this  meeting  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  twenty-four  in  number,  as  appears  from  the  records, 
were  present,  and  qualified  themselves  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  charter;  namely,  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton, 
Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  John  Tillinghast,  Simon  Pease,  James  Honeyman, 
Nicholas  Easton,  Nicholas  Tillinghast,  Daniel  Jenckee,  Nicholas  Brown, 
Joshua  Babcock,  John  G.  Wanton,  Rev.  Edward  Upham,  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Condy,  Rev.  Gardner  Thurston,  Rev.  John  Maxson,  Rev.  Samuel 
Winsor,  Rev.  James  Manning,  Josias  Lyndon,  Job  Bennet,  Jr.,  Eph- 
laim  Bowen,  Edward  Thurston,  Jr.,  Thomas  Eyres,  and  Peleg  Barker. 
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The  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Chancellor,  John  Tilling- 
hast,Esq.,  Treasurer,  and  Doct.  Thomae  Eyres,  Secretary.  The  fonnoi 
a  certiiicate,  authorizing  persons  to  receive  donatione  for  the  College,  was 
adopted,  and  also  the  form  of  a  receipt  theiefor.  A  ''Preamble"  was 
adopted,  setting  forth  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Institution,  and  its 
need  of  funds.  Committees  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the  College 
were  appointed  Uiroughout  Rhode  Island,  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  in  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut. Committees  were  also  appointed  to  provide  a  seal  for  the  use  of 
the  Corporation,  and  to  assist  in  digesting  and  recording  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held  in  the 
Colony  House  at  Newport,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  1765. 
At  this  meeting  Manning,  in  the  quaint  lai^^e  of  the  records,  was 
formally  appointed  "  President  of  the  College,  Professor  of  Languages 
and  other  Branches  of  Learning,  with  full  power  to  act  immediately  in 
these  capacities  at  Warren,  or  elsewhere."  It  would  seem  from  the 
phraseology  of  this  vote,  that  there  was  in  the  minds  of  the  Corporation 
an  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  permanent  location  of  the  College. 
This  appears  prominent  in  the  records  of  all  future  meetings,  until  the 
removal  to  Providence.  Manning's  friend  and  classmate  from  Haverhill 
was  present  at  this  meeting,  and  vras  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Fellows.  He  was  now  on  his  way  to  New  Jersey,  in  company  with  one 
of  his  parishioners,  Capt.  John  White.  His  journal  reads  as  follows  :  — 
*'  Tuesday,  September  8d,  1766.  We  went  to  Newport  and  stayed  at 
Col.  Bennet's  till  Saturday.  Wednesday  and  Thursday  I  was  with  the 
Corporation,  which  eat  upon  the  College  business,  and  on  Thursday  I 
was  elected  one  of  the  Fellows.  Mr.  Manning  was  chosen  President 
the  same  day.  We,  altiiough  but  a  part  of  the  Corporation,  subscribed 
for  the  building  and  the  endowing  of  the  College,  nineteen  hundred  and 
ninety-two  dollars.'"  Whatever  elae  may  have  been  lacking  in  these 
early  days,  there  was  evidently  no  lack  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
guardians  and  friends  of  the  College. 
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It  is  intereatmg  to  observe  the  character  and  standing  of  the  men, 
who,  at  this  second  and  most  important  meeting  of  the  Ooipotation, 
formally  elected  Manning  President  of  the  Institution  which,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Philadelphia  Association,  he  had  happily  succeeded  in 
founding.  Of  the  four  religious  denominations  rec<^7iized  in  the  chaiv 
ter,  the  Congregationalista  alone  were  unrepresented.  The  reason  for 
this  will  be  apparent  in  the  progress  of  our  namtiTO.  The  Episcopa- 
lians were  represented  by  Govemor  Joseph  Wanton  and  the  Hon.  James 
Honeyman,  botii  residents  of  Newport,  and  gentlemen  of  culture,  wealth, 
and  high  social  position.  The  former  was  elected  Governor  in  the  year 
1769.  Previous  to  tJliis  he  had  been  Deputy  Governor.  He  continued 
to  fiU  the  oflGce  from  year  to  year,  with  great  acceptance,  until  1775, 
when  he  was  suspended  by  the  General  AssemUy  for  disloyalty.  Mr. 
Honeyman  was  the  son  of  tiie  Rev.  James  Honeyman,  Rector  of 
Trinity  Church,  Newport.  He  was  an  aUe  lawyer  and  a  prominent 
politician,  filling  many  high  offices.  In  1742  he  was  appointed  *'  King's 
Attorney."  For  many  yearn  he  was  Advocate  General  of  the  Court  of 
Vice  Admiralty  for  the  Colony,  having  been  appointed  to  this  office  by  the 
British  Government.  The  Quakers  or  Friends  were  represented  by  the 
Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Nicholas  Easton,  John  G.  Wanton,  and  EMward 
ThuiBton,  Jr.  No  name  is  more  prominent  in  the  history  of  this  period 
than  that  of  Hopkins,  and  few  men  of  any  period  have  exerted  so  wide 
an  influence  upon  the  destinies  of  the  country.  For  nearly  forty-five 
years,  as  Siieaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Associate  and  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Governor  of  the  State,  and 
Representative  to  Congress,  he  was  engaged  in  some  kind  of  public 
official  duty.  His  name  appears  among  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.'  The  office  of  Chancellor,  to  which  he  was  elected  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  he  held  until  his  death,  in  1785,  a 
period  of  twenty-one  years.  He  was  a  warm  personal  friend  of  Mannii^, 
and  by  his  unwewied  zeal,  extensive  learning,  and  genuine  love  of  litera- 

'  "  SMpben  Bopklni,  a  Bbode  Iilaod  StaMenuu,"  b;  WlUUm  E.  FoMvr,  li  a  nobla  contrlbntion 
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tore,  proved  a  most  efficient  coadjutor  in  all  the  plans  and  efforts  of  the 
latter  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  College.  We  shall 
have  frequent  mention  of  him  in  snoceeding  chapters.  In  a  letter  to 
Dr.  Rippon,  of  London,  Manning,  referring  to  his  decease,  desoribes  him 
as  *'  for  many  years  Governor  of  the  Colony,  and  one  of  those  distin- 
guished worthies  who  composed  the  First  Congress.  He  was  one  of  the 
greatest  men  our  country  has  reared."  Mr.  Wanton  was  an  opulent 
merchant  of  Newport,  and  related  by  blood  and  marnage  to  the  wealthi- 
est and  moat  popular  families  in  the  Colony.  The  name  of  Nicholas 
Easton  appears  in  Arnold's  History  of  Rhode  Island,  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  from  Middletown,  in  the  year  1776.  He  was  a 
physician,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Governor  Nicholas  Easton,  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Newport.  Mr.  Thurston,  who  also  represented 
the  Quakers,  continued  a  Trustee  eighteen  years,  and  served  on  impor- 
tant committees.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Edward  ThuiBton,  of  New- 
port, who  was  treasurer  of  the  Colony  from  1709  until  1714.  The  latter 
bad  two  sons,  Edward,  who  died  Nov.  14, 1786,  and  Gardner  (bom  Nov. 
14,  1721,  died  May  28, 1802,)  who  was  pastor  of  the  Third  Baptist 
Church.  Edward,  who  died  in  1786,  had  a  son  named  Edward,  who  was 
bom  about  the  year  1732.  This  must  be  the  one  whose  name  appears 
in  the  early  records  of  the  Corporation  as  Mr.  Edward  Thurston,  Jr. 

The  remaining  twenty-one  members  of  the  Corporation  who  were 
present  at  this  meeting  were  Baptists,  seven  of  them  being  Fellows. 
They  were  from  the  towns  of  Newport,  Providence,  Warren,  and  West^ 
erly  in  Rhode  Island,  and  from  Boston,  Haverhill,  Middleborough,  New 
York  and  Philadelphia.  Manning,  as  the  elected  President,  was  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Fellows,  and  guided,  we  may  suppose,  the  delibera- 
Uons  of  the  body.  The  duties  of  a  Fellow  which  Hezekiah  Smith  now 
assumed,  he  conscientiously  discharged  with  rare  ability  and  zeal.  For 
a  period  of  forty  yeats,  or  until  his  decease,  he  attended  the  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  Coipoiation,  and  also  the  Commencements,  having  been 
absent,  as  appears  from  his  diary  as  well  aa  from  the  College  records,  but 
twice  in  all  that  time.  And  this,  too,  altliough  he  hved  seventy  miles 
away,  and  was  obliged  in  every  case  to  come  and  go,  either  on  horseback 
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or  in  his  own  chaise.  Iq  the  year  1769,  by  special  vote  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, he  left  his  home  in  Haverhill  and  travelled  eight  mon^is  in  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  Boliciting  funds  for  the  Institution.  During  the 
war,  when  tiie  College  was  closed,  he  was  with  the  American  army  as  a 
Brigade  Chaplain,  and  was  present  in  important  battles.  Washington 
corresponded  with  him  and  gave  him  his  confidence  and  respect.  His 
diary'  from  1762  when  he  was  graduated,  until  1805,  when  he  died,  is  a 
most  important  record  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  invaluable  for 
historical  illustration  and  research.  He  was  an  acknowledged  leader 
among  the  Baptists,  and  a  prominent  man  in  the  community. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Stillman,  who  at  first  had  been  a  Trustee,  was  at 
this  meeting  elected  a  Fellow.  This  office  he  also  held  until  his  death, 
a  period  of  forty  years.  He,  too,  was  punctual  in  his  attendance  upon 
all  the  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  cheerfully  exerting  his  great 
influence  in  aid  of  the  various  interests  of  the  College.  In  Januaiy  of 
this  year  he  had  been  installed  as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Boston.  He  was  a  man  of  learning  and  culture,  and  as  a  preacher 
exceedingly  popular,  Iiaving,  it  is  asserted,  no  superior  in  New  England. 
Among  his  admirers  were  President  Adams,  General  Knox,  and  John 
Hancock,  the  latter  of  whom  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  his  congrega- 
tion. No  clergyman  of  the  day,  it  is  said,  was  so  much  sought  after  by 
distinguished  strangers  who  visited  the  New  England  metropolis.  In 
the  early  times  there  was  a  " Commenoement  sermon"  at  the  close  of 
the  day,  and  crowds  of  people  were  wont  to  flock  to  the  spacious  Bap- 
tist meeting-house  to  hear  "the  great  man  of  Haverhill,"  or  the  "elo- 
quent Stillnmn  of  Boston."  Doct.  Thomas  Eyres,  the  first  Secretary  of 
the  Corporation,  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Nicholas  Eyres,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College.  He  was  a  practising  physician,  and  a  member  of  Mr.  Thurs- 
ton's church.  The  Rev.  Edward  Upham,  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Newport,  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  in  the  class  of  1721. 
Doot.  Joshua  Babcock  was  a  leading  man  in  Westerly,  and  had  held 
various  public  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust,  including  that  of  Judge 

>  See  "  CluptaiD  Smitb  uid  the  Baptlni." 
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of  tie  Superior  Coiirt  of  Judicature.  In  1775  he  was  appointed  Majoi^ 
General  of  tiie  Rhode  Island  militia.  Morgan  Edwards  was  also  present 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fellows. 

Of  the  twentj-two  Baptist  Trustees,  as  the  charter  provides,  fourteen, 
according  to  the  record,  were  present  at  this  meeting,  viz. :  The  Hon. 
Samuel  Ward,  Nicholas  Brown,  Col.  Job  Bennet,  Judge  Daniel  Jenckea, 
the  Rev.  Gardner  Thunton,  the  Rev.  John  Maxson,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
"Winsor,  the  Rev.  Jolin  Gano,  the  Hon.  Josias  Lyndon,  John  Tillinghast, 
Peleg  Barker,  Simon  Pease,  Nicholas  Tillingbaet,  and  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Backus.  Ward,  the  political  opponent  of  Hopkins,  and  the  popular  Gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island  during  the  yeara  1762,  1765,  and  1766,  was  one 
of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  famous  Congress  of  1774.  His 
life,  written  by  Professor  Gammell,  is  published  in  Sparks's  American 
Biography;  Brown  was  the  oldest  of  the  "  Four  Brothers,"  whose  names 
are  so  prominent  in  connection  with  the  early  history  of  the  College,  and 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  town  of  Providence ;'  Lyndon  was 
a  resident  of  Newport,  and  a  man  of  influence.  In  1768  he  was  elected 
Governor  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred ;  Ben- 
net  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Manning  and  Smith,  frequently  enter- 
taining them  beneath  his  hospitable  roof.  In  the  list  of  Judges  his 
name  freguentiy  appeara  as  Associate  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 
He  was  now  a  prosperous  merchant,  doing  business,  according  to  adver- 
tisements in  the  Newport  Mercury,  on  Thames  street,  and  having  the 
miUtary  title  of  Colonel ;  Jenckes  was  one  of  the  most  influential  men 
of  Providence.  A  sketch  of  him  will  he  found  in  a  subsequent  chapter 
on  the  charter ;  Thurston  has  already  been  mentioned  as  the  pastor  of 
the  Second  Baptist  Church,  having,  according  to  Edwards,  the  lai^est 
Baptist  congregation  in  New  England.  He  was,  it  is  stated,  an  inti- 
mate friend  and  associate  of  the  learned  Dr.  Stiles  ;  John  Tillinghast 
was  the  first  Treasurer  of  the  College,  serving  three  years  until  1767, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Bennet ;  Gano  has  already  been 

M  IntOTtptloo*  va  their  MTeral  tomb- 
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mentioned  aa  Manning's  Invtlier-m-law,  and  one  of  &e  great  "lights" 
in  the  Baptist  denomination ;  Backus,  who  was  soon  to  be  prominent 
as  the  historian  of  New  England,  and  the  agent  of  the  Baptist  ohurches, 
in  connection  with  the  "Committee  on  Grievances "  of  the  Warren  Asso- 
ciatioQ,  was  now  the  popular  and  useful  pastor  of  a  church  in  Middle- 
borough.  We  shall  frequently  have  occasion  to  refer  to  him  in  the 
progress  of  our  narrative.  The  following  are  extracts  from  the  records 
of  ^is  meeting :  — 

SMolved,  That  a  seal  for  thB  CollflK^  b«  procured  Immediately  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Btlllmaii,  at  Boston,  with  this  device ;  — Boata  of  the  King  and  Qaeenlu  ptoaieface  to 
face;  underneath,  George  HI.,  Cbariottei  round  the  border,  the  seal  of  the  Colouyof 
Bhode  Island  and  ProTldence  Plantations  In  America. 

At  the  next  annual  meeting  Mr.  Stillman's  account  was  presented 
and  allowed,  and  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  and  thirteen  shillings  was 
ordered  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Treasurer.  The  seal  was  of  silver.  Con- 
tinuiag  our  extracts:  — 

Sfolved,  That  Nicholas  Brown  be  appointed  to  receive  subscriptions  (or  the  College 
in  Providence. 

Saolvtd,  And  the  Secretaij  Is  hereb7  directed  to  preserve  the  seniority  of  the 
respective  membera  in  both  branches  of  this  Corporation,  by  inserting  those  re-elected 
immediately  after  those  who  have  legally  quallfled  themselves  within  the  time  limited, 
and  afterwards  those  chosen  at  this  meeting,  and  so  from  time  to  time. 

Sarotmd,  That  Rev.  John  Oano  be  reqneated  and  dnly  authorlESd  to  receive  snb- 
Bcriptions  In  any  part  of  America. 

Retolved,  That  Rev.  Heeeklah  Smith  be  appointed  to  receive  subscriptions  at  Haver- 
hill, and  Mr.  Solomon  Southwick  at  Dartmouth. 

Setalved,  That  Honorable  Samuel  Ward,  Honorable  Joseph  Wanton,  Jr.,  James 
Honeyman,  Esq.,Rev.  Bdward  ITpham,  Rev.  Oardner  Thurston,  Mr.  Edward  Thurs- 
ton, Jr.,  and  the  Secretary  (Doct.  liyres)  be  a  oommittee  to  transact  the  necessary  affairs 
during  the  recess  of  this  Corporation. 

Here  we  have  the  beginnings  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  has 
always  been  a  prominent  feature  of  ihe  Corporation. 
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ThedayprevionB  to  the  aonual  meeting  which  vehave  here  described, 
Tuesday,  September  8d,  Manning  matnculated  his  fiiat  college  student, 
William  Rogers,  a  lad  of  fonrteep,  from  Newport.  This  we  learn  from 
an  interesting  paper  in  his  hand-writing  preserved  on  file,  entitled,  "A 
Matriculation  Roll  of  the  number  of  students  in  Rhode  Island  College, 
with  the  time  of  their  admission,  up  to  1T69."  _  The  second  student 
matriculated  according  to  this  document  was  Manning's  biother^in-law, 
Richard  Stites.  The  entry  reads,  "  Richard  Stites,  entered  June  20, 1766, 
from  Elizabethtown,  N.  J."  From  Sept.  3,  1765,  antal  June  20,  1766, 
a  period  of  nine  months  and  seventeen  days,  young  Risers  was  therefore 
the  only  student  in  College,  constituting  the  entire  Freshman  class.  He 
was  graduated  with  honor  in  1769,  and  t^terwards  attained  t«  distinc- 
tion as  a  preacher,  a  chaplain  in  the  army,  and  a  man  of  letters.  If, 
among  her  "first  fruits,"  Trinity  College,  of  Dublin,  may  boast  of  her 
ArchWshop  Usher,  and  Harvard  College  of  her  Dr.  Woodbridge,  Rhode 
Island  College  may  also  boast  of  her  Dr.  Rogers,  as  the  first  student  who 
enrolled  his  name  upon  her  records,  and  as  one  whose  character  and  life 
reflect  the  highest  honor  upon  his  revered  instructor  and  the  Institu- 
tion over  which  he  presided.  A  brief  biographical  sketch  may  not  be 
regarded  as  inappropriate  in  this  connection :  — 


WlLLLAM.   ROOEBS. 

William,  the  second  son  of  Capt.  William  and  Sarah  Rogers,  was 
bom  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1751.  Having 
finished  a  preparatory  course  of  study  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Aaron 
Hutchinson,  a  Congregational  minister  of  Oraftou,  Massachusetts,  he 
entered  Rhode  Island  College  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  one  day 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Corporation  when  Manning  was  elected 
President.  He  was  graduated  in  1769,  having  for  his  subject  an 
oration  on  benevolence,  in  which,  says  the  reporter,  "among  other 
pertinent  observations,  he  particularly  noticed  the  necessity  which  that 
Infant   Seminary  stands    in   for  the    salutary   efifects    of    that   truly 
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Chhstian  Tirtue."*  After  graduating  he  engaged  for  awhile  in  teach- 
ing in  the  place  of  his  birth.  While  thus  employed,  during  the  year 
1770,  he  became  a  subject  of  renewing  grace,  and  was  baptized  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Thurston,  being  received  as  a  member  of  the  church,  his 
bi(^rapber  states,  "  by  prayer,  and  the  Imposition  of  Hands.' '  This  fact 
is  mentioned  as  an  illustration  of  the  views  and  usages  that  then  pre- 
vailed in  the  Baptist  churches  of  Rhode  Island.  Very  soon  he  gave 
evidence  of  talents  that  would  qualify  bim  for  enlaiged  usefulness. 
President  Maoiung,  in  referring  to  the  first  graduates  of  the  College, 
in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Stennett,  of  London,  under  date  of  June  5, 1771,  thus 
writes  respecting  Rogers :  —  "  One  of  the  youth,  graduated  at  our  first 
Commencement,  who  is  thought  to  be  savingly  brought  home  by  grace, 
has  joined  Mr.  Thurston's  church  in  Newport,  and  appears  eminently 
pious.  As  soon  as  his  age  will  admit,  for  he  is  quite  a  youth,  be  will  be 
called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  with  hopes  of  his  making  a  distin- 
guished figure  in  the  pulpit.  He  beaia  the  greatest  resemblance  to  Mr. 
Hezekiah  Smith  of  any  person  I  know,  and  I  hope  he  will  make  such 
another  son  of  tbimder." 

His  reading  from  this  time  on  was  chiefly  on  theological  subjects, 
though  he  still  indulged,  to  some  extent,  his  taste  for  scientific  studies. 
In  August,  1771,  he  was  called  and  licensed  to  preach,  by  the  church  of 
which  he  was  a  member ;  and  in  December  following,  in  conseqaence  of 
earnest  solicitations  from  Morgan  Edwards,  and  others,  he  relinquished 
his  charge  as  principal  of  the  academy  in  Newport,  and  removed  to 
Philadelphia.  Here  he  continued  preaching  on  probation  until  March, 
1772,  when  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  succeed  Mr.  Edwards  as 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  accepted  the  call,  and  was  ordained 
on  the  31st  of  May  following,  not  yet  having  attained  his  majority. 
The  sermon  on  the  occasion  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Eaton,  of 
Hopewell,  from  the  words :  —  "  And  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  " 
It  proved  to  be  the  last  sermon  that  Mr.  Eaton  ever  preached,  while  the 
text  was  the  first  upon  which  Mr.  Rogers  preached.    It  pleased  the 

'  Th«  ontlom  of  chl*  grulDMlug:  clui  are  preieTTed  In  nunuictlpt,  ud  tie  U 
at  the  vriter.  Ki.  Kogeti'i  Oration,  and  tba  Valedlctorjr  Addr«i»  tia  given  K  t 
pretent  chapter. 
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Lord  graciously  to  blees  his  labots  among  this  people,  and  before  the 
close  of  the  year  he  bapl^ed  upwards  of  thirty,  mostly  young  persons, 
including  Miss  Hannah  Gardner,  a  highly  accomplished  young  lady  of 
eighteen,  whom  he  afterwards  married.  He  continued  his  labors  as  a 
pastor  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  patriot- 
ism led  him  to  engage  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  having  in  March,  1776, 
voted  three  battalions  of  foot  for  the  defence  of  their  Province,  appointed 
Mr.  Rogers  their  Chaplain.  In  June,  1778,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
Brigade  Chaplaincy  in  the  Continental  army,  which  office  he  coiltinued 
to  hold  until  June,  1781,  when  he  retired  from  military  service  alto- 
gether.' He  was  in  intimate  relations  with  the  prominent  actors  of  the 
Revolution,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  Command- 
ing  Genetal.  He  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
and  frequently  addressed  them  on  pnbUc  occasions.*  In  March,  1789, 
be  was  appointed  Professor  of  Oratory  and  Belles-Lettrea  in  the  College 
and  Academy  of  Philadelphia;  and  in  Apiil,  1792,  he  was  elected  to 
the  same  professorship  in  the  Univeraity  of  Pennsylvania.  He  received 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1780,  from  Yale  College,  and  also  from 
the  College  of  New  Jersey  six  years  lat«r.  From  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  he  received,  jn  1790,  the  bonoraiy  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Divinity.  The  following  pleasant  account  of  Dr.  Rogers,  as  given  by 
an  English  gentlemen,  in  a  letter  dated  New  York,  June  25, 1793,  we 
take  from  Evans's  Life  of  Richards.*  The  writer  was  travelling  through 
the  country  with  a  view  to  final  settlement.  The  extract  serves  to  illus- 
trate Rogers's  social  character,  and  also  gives  an  agreeable  view  of  Gen- 
eral Washington  in  bis  private  relations:  — 

I  ma'-JooniBlDt  mBrlgwle  CbaplalnlaCbe  Expedition  ftgalnitthe  six  Indians,  under  oomDUUid 
of  Hajor-Oanetal  JohnSalllTUi,"  witb  noUie  by  the  publlabsr.  Sidney  9.  Rider,  conacltutcs  No.  Tof 
Bbode  IiUnd  Hlstorlol  Tncti.    SmaU  no.    Prorldence,  1879,  pp.  IX. 

■  He  dflllTered  a  Fonnh  of  Juljr  Addren  before  tha  PenuiylTanla  Society  ol  the  CLncimuti,  of 
which  he  mt  a  member,  in  lT8a;  which  addien  was  printed  in  full  In  the  Provtdenca  Oatetta, 
Saaatrj  2  and  9,  ITM.  A  prayer  before  Che  same  Society.  dellTeied  Feb,  29, 1800,  wa»  pabllihed  br 
partlcnlar  request.   It  !■  adTertlsed  laRlppon's  Bapllit  Regliter,  Vol.  3.  page  SOS. 

>  Hemolri  of  the  Life  and  Wrltlngi  of  Rer.  William  Klcbardi,  LL,  D.,  by  John  Eiana,  LL.  D.,  Ot 
IiUugtou.    llmo.    Chlewick,  IStB. 
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After  tiBTelllng  through  &a  «xtr«ino  pleuant  coantr;,  we  •rrlved  at  Philadelphia, 
and  waited  on  Dr.  RogeTS.  Dr.  Roger*  ii  a  most  eiit«rt(diiiiig  and  agreeable  man,  and 
reeelTed  your  letter  with  mach  pleasure.  W«  were  with  him  a  great  part  of  the  time 
we  remained  In  the  dty,  and  were  Introduced  h;  him  to  Qeneral  Waahington.     The 

Q«n«rvi  WM  not  at  home  when  we  called,  hot,  while  we  were  talking  with  hta  private 
•ecretary  in  the  hall,  he  eame  In,  and  spoke  to  Dr.  Rogers  with  the  greatest  ease  and 
famlUarlt;.    He  immediately  asked  ns  np  into  the  drawing-room,  where  was  Ladf 

Watkinglon  and  liit  lieo  «i«oe«.  When  we  were  seated,  the  Otneral  called  lor  wine  and 
cake,  of  which  we  partook,  he  drinking  our  "  health,  and  wishing  as  sncoesa  in  all  our 
nndertakings."  I%«  QtnenU  asked  db  a  nnmber  ol  questions  respecting  the  situation  of 
things  in  Europe,  to  all  which  we  answered,  you  may  be  snre,  in  our  best  manner.  It 
is  his  general  custom  to  say  little;  but  on  this  occasion  we  understood  he  was  more  than 
nsually  talkative.  He  made  one  remark,  which,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
was  delivered,  has  a  pecn  liar  energy  —  "  that  we  had  chosen  a  happ^  eaimtry ,  and  one  larga 
anoughJ "  After  sitting  about  half  an  hour,  we  retired,  highly  gratified  with  having 
conversed  with  the  fint  character  of  tht  aga. 

The  laat  yeais  of  Dr.  Rogera  weie  spent  in  dignified  retirement,  and 
in  the  diligent  cultivation  of  piouB  and  devout  feelings.  He  waa  con- 
nected with  various  benevolent  organizations,  and  during  the  years 
1816  and  1817  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  died  in  Philadelphia,  April  7, 1824,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  The 
Fiist  Baptist  Church,  as  a  testimony  of  its  veneration  and  regard, 
erected  a  handsome  monument  to  his  memory.  As  a  preacher,  says  ihe 
late  Dr.  Sharp,'  he  was  highly  evangelical,  advocating  and  ably  defend- 
ing the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation  as  held  %  a  Watts,  a  Doddridge, 
and  multitudes  of  others.  Notwithstanding  his  attachment  to  evangeli- 
cal principles,  he  was  remarkably  liberal  in  his  feelings,  for  he  truly 
loved  all  good  men.  In  illustration  of  this,  it  may  he  stated,  that  durii^f 
one  year,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  received  iuvitatioiiB  from 
ibiee  very  important  churches,  and  of  as  many  different  denominations, 
in  the  states  of  Maryland,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  either  to  sup- 
ply the  pulpit  steadily,  or  to  settle  as  pastor.  One  of  these  invitations 
was  from  the  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John's,  in  Providence.    The  invi- 
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totioD  was  given,  of  coarse,  with  a  proviso,  as  will  be  seen  hy  a  refer- 
ence to  Updike's  History  of  the  Narragansett  Choreh. 

Dr.  Rogers  was  of  the  middle  size,  aad  in  his  hahits  and  manners 
was  more  than  ordinarilj  refined.  In  seasons  of  relaxation  he  was 
agreeably  facetious.  He  was  very  active,  and  walked  with  the  agility 
of  youth,  until  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  decease.  In  the  circle  of  his 
famUy  he  was  almost  worshipped.  A  fine  picture  of  him,  executed 
by  his  daughter.  Miss  Eliza  J.  Rogers,  from  an  original  portrait  by 
Rembrandt  Peale,  graces  the  collection  in  Sayles  Memorial  HaU.  He 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  a  daughter  of  William  Gardner, 
died  of  the  yellow  fever,  in  1793.  His  second  wife,  who  survived 
him,  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Marsh,  of  Philadelphia.  A  younger 
brother,  Daniel,  a  pupil  of  Manning's  Latin  School  in  Warren,  was  a 
successful  merchant  in  Newport.  He  died  in  August,  1792,  in  the 
fortieth  year  of  hia  age.  An  obituary  notice,  copied  from  the  Provi- 
dence Gazette,  is  published  in  Rippon's  Register.  Another  brother, 
Robert,  was  graduated  from  the  College  in  1775.  He  was  an  officer  in 
a  Rhode  Island  regiment  during  the  war,  and  afterwards  was  principal 
of  a  classical  school  in  Newport.  Washington  Allston  was  one  of  his 
pupils.  For  twenty  years  he  was  secretaiy,  treasurer,  and  librarian  of 
the  Redwood  Library,  and  from  1788  until  his  death  in  1885,  a  period  of 
,  fort^'-seven  years,  he  was  a  Fellow  of  Rhode  Island  College,  afterwards 
Brown  University.  A  son  of  his,  William  Sanford  Rogers,  of  Boston, 
founded  in  1870  a  scholarship,  and  dying  two  years  later,  bequeathed  to 
Brown  University  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  found  the  "  New- 
port-Rogers Professorship  of  Chemistry."  This  he  did,  as  he  expressed 
it  in  hia  will,  in  memory  of  his  father  and  his  uncle  who  bad  both  been 
graduated  from  the  College.  Thus  the  memory  of  the  first  student  will 
forever  be  perpetuated  in  the  annals  of  science. 

The  following  advertisement,  which  we  take  from  the  Newport  Mer- 
cury of  June  20,  1768,  may  fitly  close  this  sketch.  It  shows  tiie  posi- 
tion of  the  bther  of  the  first  student  of  the  College,  and  contains  an 
allusion  to  Ju<^  O-ardner's  house,  where  the  first  meeting  for  the 
founding  of  the  College  was  held :  — 


,v  Google 


64  BEOWN  TINIVEBSn'r  Chap.  II. 

William  Bogera,  ol  Newport,  on  tbe  aortb  side  of  the  P«Tftde,  opposite  the  Town 
School  House,  tabes  this  method  to  Acquaint  hit  customan  and  others,  that  he  has 
newly  supplied  his  shop  with  a  Tery  large  and  general  assortment  of  English  and  India 
goods,  directly  from  London,  via  Boston ;  which  he  will  sell  as  cheap  as  con  be  hod  at 
any  shop  in  the  GoveTnment,  for  cosh :  —  And  he  will  take  in  pay  for  any  ot  said  goods 
tryed  tallow,  bayl«rry-wax,  striped  dannel,  and  tow  cloth,  at  cash  price. 

N.  B.  Said  Beyers  has  to  sell,  a  lai^e  double  house  and  lot,  situated  on  the  north 
side  o(  the  Parade,  opposite  to  Qovemor  Lyndon's,  forty  feet  front  and  forty-flTe  teet 
deep,  ona  cross  street,next  to  the  late DepntyOoTernoi  Gardner's;  with  anothei  honse 
on  said  tot  sixteen  feet  front  on  said  cross  street,  and  forty  feet  long,  which  he  will  dis- 
pose ol  at  very  reasonable  terms  on  good  security.  For  further  particulars  inquire  of 
said  Bogers. 

The  accompanying  portrait  of  Dr.  Rogers  ia  taken  from  an  engraving 
in  Rippon's  Baptist  Register,  and  is  dated  April,  1797.  In  the  super- 
scription he  is  styled  "Professor  of  English,  and  the  Belles-Lettres,  in 
the  UniTeisity  of  Pennsylvania." 

A  letter  addressed  by  Backus  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gill,  of  London,  an 
extract  from  which  we  here  present,  illustrates  Manning's  poaitiou  at 
this  time,  as  a  pioneer  in  introducing  polit«  Uterature  or  learning  amoug 
the  Baptists  of  New  England.  The  writer  was  already  known  as  an 
author,  having  commenced  publishing  his  discourses  and  controversial 
tracta  as  early  as  1754.  Gill  was  the  acknowledged  leader  among  hia 
brethren  throughout  Great  Britain.  As  a  learned  commentator  oh  the  ' 
Old  and  New  Testaments  his  reputation  was  world-wide :  — 

One  grand  objection  made  use  of  against  Believer's  Baptism,  has  been  that  none  but 
ignorant  and  illiterate  men  have  embraced  the  Baptist  sentiments.  And  there  was  so 
much  color  for  it  as  this,  namely,  that  ten  years  ago  there  were  bnt  two  Baptist  minis- 
ters (Jeremiah  Condy,  of  Boston,  and  Edward  Upham,  of  Ifewport,)  in  all  Sew  England 
who  hod  what  is  called  a  liberal  education ;  and  they  were  not  clear  In  the  doctrines  of 
grace.  But  three  others  have  lately  come  from  the  Southern  governments ;  namely, 
Mr.  Samuel  Stlllman,  who  ia  settled  in  Boston ;  Mr.  HeEsklah  Smith,  who  has  had 
remarkable  success  in  Haverhill,  where  he  has  gathered  a  large  society;  and  Mr.  James 
Manning,  who  is  settled  at  Warren,  B.  I.  And  as  the  Baptists  have  met  with  a  great 
deal  ol  abuse  from  those  who  are  called  learned  men  in  our  land,  they  have  been  not  a 
little  prejudiced  ogi^nst  learning  itself;  but,  latterly,  there  bos  been  considerable  alter- 
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ation  in  thia  leapect.  A  chsrter  wag  obtained  from  the  General  Auemblyol  Bboda 
iBlmd  In  FebroMry,  ITM,  incoTporatlng  a,  number  of  Tmstaes  and  Fallows,  for  foandlug 
Mid  andowlug  a  College  tor  the  sducatlon  of  jontb  (of  which  you  will  be  likely  to  hear 
more  In  due  time)  ;  and  thla  Corpoiation,  at  their  aTtnoal  meeting,  last  September,  chose 
the  aforesaid  Mr.  Manning  President.  He  has  commenced  a  school,  which  appears  in  a 
likely  way  Co  increase  fast.  But  as  there  are  scarce  any  books  suitable  for  such  busi- 
nees  to  be  sold  in  that  Colony,  he  has  thought  of  sending  to  London  for  a  quantity ;  and 
as  he  Is  unknown  there,  he  requested  that  I  would  write  a  tew  lines  in  his  favor. 
Therefore,  my  dear  sir.  if  my  poor  testimony  may  be  thought  worthy  of  any  notice,  I 
deslte  tbat  yon  would  mention  to  Hr.  Keith,  to  whom  he  has  thoughts  of  sending,  that, 
from  near  two  yeata'  acquaintance  with  him,  I  am  well  satisfied  that  he  is  a  man  of 
piety,  int^rlty,  and  ability,  who  will  make  conscience  of  fulfilling  his  engagements. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Isaac  Backus. 

Another  extract  from  Backm  may  not  be  regtuded  ae  inappropriate  in 
this  connection,  as  it  throws  light  on  the  early  history  of  tlie  College. 
In  his  examination  of  nine  sermons  preached  l^  Joseph  Fish,  of  StOQ- 
ington,  ^unst  Baptists  and  Separatists,  be  shoirs  the  difference  between 
true  and  false  learning.'  In  answer  to  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Fish, 
that  a  learned  and  able  ministry  was  held  by  them  in  light  esteem,  he 
replies:  — 

Several  who  have  formerly  sent  their  sons  to  college  have  been  disappointed,  oe  the 
clergy  have  found  means  to  draw  them  over  to  their  party ;  which  has  discouraged 
others  from  sending  their  tons.  And  the  Baptists  in  general  have  been  so  much  abased, 
by  those  who  boast  of  their  LtantiTig,  that  It  is  not  strange  11  many  were  prejudiced 
against  such  men ;  yet  they  have  had  some  that  the  world  calls  learned  men,  from  the 
beginning ;  and  lately  have  begnn  a  College  of  their  own  which  bids  fair  to  increase. 
(The  charter  for  It  was  granted  In  February,  1764,  by  the  Oenetol  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  Colony ;  and  Mt.  James  Uonnlng,  of  Warren,  is  now  President  thereof.)  But  I 
hope  they  may  never  imagine  to  confine  Christ  or  Us  church,  to  that,  or  any  other 
human  school  for  ministers. 

•  "A.  fisb  cugfat  In  hi*  own  HM.  AnBumJiiUlaiiot  Nine  Sernwiia,  tromHatt.ZTl.  U.  Pub- 
Ushed  last  ^eai  by  Kr.  Joseph  Flab,  at  Stoalngton,  vheretn  he  laborg  to  proTe,  that  those  called 
— *"'""g  Churches  In  Mew  Knglsnd,  are  built  upon  tbe  Rock,  and  upon  tbe  ume  principles  with 
lbs  Arst  fathers  ot  this  country;— And  that  SeparUet  and  Baptists  are  Joinlag  with  the  Ostes 
at  Hell  against  them.  By  Isoao  Baekns,  Pastor  of  a  Cbnroh  o(  Christ  tn  Mlddlgborongb."  12mo. 
Boston.    PrlntedbyBcles&Oitl,  ITCe,  pp.  12a. 
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The  fiist  of  the  letters  from  Manning's  pen  that  have  been  pre- 
served wab  written  to  Miss  Stites  while  he  was  a  student  in  Coli^re, 
a  brief  extract  from  which  is  ^ven  in  our  first  chapter.  Hie  second  is 
speciallj  interesting,  as  indicating  the  way  in  which  the  Honorable 
David  Howell  came  to  be  so  intimately  connected  with  the  College. 
We  give  it  entire.  He  was  now  a  member  of  the  Senior  class  at 
Princeton,  and  aboQt  to  graduate  from  tliat  institution :  — 

Sib:  —  I  some  tim*  kgo  received  a  line  Iiom  you  \>j  Mr.  Stelle,  In  whicb  joa 
leqneeted  my  advlc*  telatlve  to  yonr  deitlnAtlon  wban  yon  hKTe  doDe  vltb  college. 
I  w»»  glad  Co  find  that  yon  hmi  not  yet  determined  upon  any  place  or  employment, 
because  I  waa  desiront  that  you  abonld  make  «  visit  to  these  parts  before  yoar  settle- 
ment. Bat  to  give  odvtce,  wltbont  having  some  prospect  ol  advantage,  I  should  think 
Imprndent;  and  indeed  the  matteT  Is  Impoitant,  (or  11  It  should  not  succeed  according 
to  youi  wishes,  yon  might  eotenaln  hard  thoughts  of  me.  HoweTer,  at  present  it 
appears  to  me  that  you  cannot  do  better  than  to  visU  Bbode  Island.  The  snccesa 
Mr.  Stelle  has  met  irith  encourages  me.  He  has  a  Latin  school  in  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence of  nearly  twenty  scholars,  and  may  have  more  U  he  find*  himseU  able  to  manage 
them.  I  believe  he  gives  good  latistactlon,  and  Is  much  esteemed  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  town.  I  thought  when  he  came  here  that  he  would  much  more  readily  have 
found  employ  in  Newport;  and  although  the  people  there  were  for  making  the  attempt, 
yet  he  chose  first  to  see  Providence,  whither  I  accompanied  him.  They  would  not, 
however,  cousentthat  he  should  go  back,  but  Immediately  employed  him;  so  that  if  yon 
are  disposed  to  keep  a  school,  I  Imagine  one  may  easily  be  obtained  in  Newport.  I 
would  gladly  invite  you  to  come  and  live  In  my  family,  if  the  infant  state  of  our  College 
could  promise  you  proper  encouragement ;  but  at  present  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected, 
although  In  the  revolution  of  a  year  it  will  doubtless  need  more  help.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  think  it  I  were  in  your  circumstances,  as  near  as  I  can  Judge,  I  should  come ;  and  I 
would  advise  you  to  see  me  before  you  engage  anywhere.  A  taste  for  learning  Is 
greatly  upon  the  Increase  in  this  Colony.  Mr.  Stelle  can  give  you  a  more  particular 
account  of  matters  in  these  parts,  as  he  will  be  with  you  at  Commencement;  and  if  you 
can  get  your  affairs  In  readiness,  he  will  be  your  company  over.  After  telling  you  my 
family  is  well,  as  also  your  friend  Stites,  etc.,  I  bid  you  farewell,  wishing  you  the  best 
blessings  of  heaven,  and  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  Mr.  Howell  at 
the  house  of 

Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Juns  itAxaaa. 

wakuh,  July  11,  nae. 
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Agreeably  to  PresiddDt  Muiniug's  advice,  Mr.  Howell  came  to  War- 
ren, and  was  at  once  associated  wiiix  him  as  Tutor  in  the  CollBge.  la 
1769  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philoso- 
phy, which  position  he  occupied  until  the  breaking  up  of  the  College 
in  consequence  of  the  RevolutioDary  War.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
stadiee  of  his  professorship,  he  taught  the  French,  O^rman,  and  Hebrew 
languages.  For  thirty-four  yeara  he  was  Professor  of  Law,  although 
he  never  delivered  any  lectures  in  connection  with  this  department  of 
instruction.  He  was  fifty-two  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fellows, 
and  for  many  years  was  Secretary  of  the  Corporation.  He  was  thus 
intimately  connected  with  the  College  during  a  large  portion  of  his 
protracted  life.  On  several  occasions,  after  President  Manning's 
decease,  he  presided  at  the  College  Commenoements,  and  delivered  to 
the  graduating  classes  Baccalaureate  addresses,  which  were  greatly 
admired.  He  practised  law  in  Providence  for  many  years,  and  was 
regarded  as  the  leading  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  bar.  Under  the 
Confederation  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  he  subsequently 
filled,  with  great  ability,  several  high  offices,  civil  and  judicial.  In 
1812  he  was  appointed  United  States  Judge  for  the  District  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  this  office  he  sustained  until  his  deatii,  in  1824.  "  Judge 
Howell,"  says  Professor  Goddard,  '*was  endowed  with  extraordinary 
talents,  and  he  superadded  to  his  endowments  extensive  and  acciirate 
learning.  As  an  able  jurist,  he  established  for  himself  a  solid  reputa- 
tion. He  was,  however,  yet  more  distinguished  as  a  keen  and  brilliant 
wit,  and  as  a  scholar  extensively  acquainted  not  only  with  the  ancient, 
but  with  several  of  the  modem  languages.  As  a  pungent  and  effective 
political  writer,  he  was  almost  unrivalled ;  and  in  conversation,  what- 
ever chanced  to  be  the  theme,  wbetiier  politics  or  law,  literature  or 
theok^,  grammar  or  criticism,  a  Greek  tragedy  or  a  difficult  problem 
in  matbematics,  he  was  never  foiind  wanting.  Upon  all  occasions 
which  made  any  demands  upon  him,  he  gave  the  most  convincing  evi- 
dence of  the  vigor  of  his  powers,  and  of  the  variety  and  extent  of  his 
erudition."'    To  all  this  may  be  added  extraordinary  physical  powers, 

>  Itanolr  ot  Bar.  JamM  Kwinlng,  page  8. 


,,Google 


68  BBOWS  tnOVERBITT  CffAP.  IL 

and  a  majestic,  dignified  presence. '  Such  was  the  intimate  friend  and 
early  academical  associate  of  Mannings, 

The  following  are  in  brief  his  Tarious  titles  and  positions,  as  given 
in  the  recently  published  "  Historical  Catalogue  "  of  the  University:  — 
He  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  from  the  College  of  Nev  Jersey  in 
1T66 ;  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Rhode  Ishind  College  in  1769,  and 
from  Yale  Univetsity  in  1772 ;  the  d^^e  of  LL.  D.  from  Rhode  Island 
College  in  1798 ;  he  was  Tutor,  1766-69 ;  Professor  of  Natural  Philos- 
ophy, 1769-79;  Professor  of  Jurisprudence,  1790-1824;  Acting  Presi- 
dent, 1791-92 ;  practising  Lawyer  in  Providence ;  Member  of  the 
Congress  of  Confederation,  1782-85  ;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Rhode  Island,  1786-87 ;  Attorney  General,  1789 ;  Commis- 
sioner for  settling  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States ;  District  Attoi> 
uey ;  United  States  Judge  of  Rhode  Island  District,' 1812-24 ;  Member 
of  the  Board  of  Fellows,  1773-1824;  Secretory  of  the  Corporation, 
1780-1806.  He  was  bom  in  New  Jersey,  January  1,  1747 ;  died  in 
Providence,  July  21, 1824. 

Mr.  Howell  married  Mary,  only  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Waitstill 
(Rhodes)  Brown.  One  of  his  daughters,  Waitstill,  was  married  to 
Ebenezer  Knight  Dexter,  who,  dying  without  issue,  left  his  large  estate 
to  his  native  town.  The  Dexter  Asylum,  Dexter  Training  Ground, 
Dexter  Lots,  and  the  Dexter  Donation  Fund,  are  the  enduring  memo- 
rials of  his  munificence.  The  city  erected  a  monument  to  his  memory 
in  the  Nortii  Burial  Ground,  on  the  spot  where  his  remains  are  interred. 
Through  the  generosity  of  a  private  citizen,  the  Hon.  Heniy  C.  Clark, 
a  statue  of  Ebenezer  Knight  Dexter  has  recently  been  erected  on  the 
Dexter  Training  Ground. 

The  following  in  reference  to  Tutor  Howell  appears  in  the  records 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  for  September,  1767 :  — 

The  RsTerend  Prealdent's  conduct  (or  the  year  pMt,  ftDd  hla  engaging  Hr.  Dartd 
Howell  aa  a  Tutor,  ia  approved  ol,  and  the  amount  ot  hlfl  aooonnt  (or  engaging  Uni 
waf  allowed,  being  twentf-flTa  pound*,  lawful  money,  which  waa  ordered  to  be  paid. 
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TTie  following  tfppeare  as  a  part  of  the  record  for  September,  1768 :  — 

Setolmd,  That  Mr.  Darld  Howell  be  a  Tutor  ot  the  College. 

Voted,  That  the  aalary  of  Mr.  Howell  as  Tutot  be  £72  lawful  money,  and  that  he 
collect  the  taitlon  money  as  It  becomes  dne  as  part  of  eaid  salary. 

Voitd,  That  the  mm  of  £23  lawful  money  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  to  President 
Manning  for  the  board  of  his  Assistant. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  in  Warren,  Sept.  8, 
1769,  as  appears  from  the  records,  "  Mr.  David  Howell  was  elected  Pro- 
fessor of  Philosophy  in  this  College."  The  accompanying  likeness  is 
from  a  portrait  in  Sayles  Memorial  Hall.  This  portrait  was  copied  by 
J.  S.  Lincoln  from  one  by  Col.  John  Trumbull  in  tiie  picture  of 
"  Washington  re6^;;ning  his  Commission  to  Congress,"  in  the  Rotunda 
of  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  Trumbull  painted  from  a  sketch  from 
life  taken  in  1793. 

The  Latin  School  was  now  flourishing,  and  already  there  were  six 
members  of  the  college  class.  These  facts,  and  the  coming  of  Mr. 
Howell  to  Warren  to  identify  himself  with  the  infant  Institution, 
inspired  Morgan  Edwards  with  renewed  confidence,  and  led  him  to 
leave  bis  family  and  cbiircb  for  a  time,  and  devote  himself  to  the 
raising  of  funds  in  the  land  of  his  birth  and  education,  for  the  payment 
of  the  President's  salary.  In  accordance  with  an  offer  to  this  effect,  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held  in  Newport,  Not.  20, 
1766,  when  it  was  voted :  —  "  That  the  Reverend  Morgan  Edwards  be 
requested  and  duly  authorized  to  go  to  Europe  and  solicit  benefactions 
for  this  Institution,  and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Corporation  be  returned 
him  for  his  generous  offers."  It  was  also  voted  at  this  meeting,  "That 
the  President  return  the  thanks  of  this  Coiporation  to  Dr.  Thos. 
Llewelyn  (of  London)  for  his  donation  of  a  pair  of  Globes  for  tius 
Institution.  The  following  "authorization"  for  Mr.  Edwards  we 
copy  from  the  records  :  — 

By  the  Honorable  Samuel  Ward,  Esqnire,  Vice-Chancel  lor,  and  the  KRverend 
James  Manning,  President  of  the  College  or  Unirerslty  in  tbe  Englisb  Colony  ot 
Rhode  bUnd  and  Piorideuce  Plantations,  In   New  England,  in  America.    To  the 
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Beverend  Horg»D  Edwards,  A.  H.,  of  the  Cltf  ot  PhllAdalp&la,  in  the  FiovlQca  of 
Feniurlvania,  Okutino:  — 

WHKBKAfl,  The  General  Aseembly  of  the  Colony  atoresald,  did,  hf  an  act  passed  at 
their  iesaiOD  held  on  the  last  Monday  In  Pebraaiy,  1T64,  incorporate  certain  persons 
therein  named  Into  one  body  coiporata*  and  politic;  and  granted  them  a  charter, 
aDthoTlzlng  and  empoireiing  thsm  and  their  sncceMora  to  found,  endow,  order,  and 
govern  a  College  or  Cnirerslty  within  said  Colony,  as  in  and  by  the  said  charter,  refer* 
ence  thereto  being  made  will  full;  and  clearly  at  large  appear:  And  whereat,  the  Cor* 
poratbiD  of  aiAd  College  or  University,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
abilities  and  integrity,  and  convinced  of  your  disinterested  zeal  and  ardor  for  promoting 
and  completing  the  design  of  the  General  Assembly,  did,  at  their  meeting  held  by 
anthority  of,  and  agreeable  to  their  charter,  at  Newport,  In  the  said  Colony,  on  the 
day  of  the  date  hereof  (Nov.  20, 1TS6,)  nnanimonsly  resolve,  that  yon,  the  aforesaid 
Morgan  Edwards,  should  be  requested  and  empowered  to  proceed  to  Europe  to  solicit 
and  receive  donations  for  the  aforesaid  purpose :  These  are  therefore  to  authorize  and 
empower  yon  to  proceed  with  all  convenient  speed  to  Europe,  and  In  any  part  of  his 
Hajesty's  dominions,  or  elsewhere,  to  urge,  solicit,  and  receive  from  the  friends  of  use- 
ful literature,  and  other  well  disposed  persons,  donations  and  benefactions  for  the 
founding  and  endowing  the  College  or  University  aforesaid :  For  all  which  donations 
and  benefactions  yon  are  to  be  accountable  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Corporation  for  the 
time  being;  your  reasonable  charges  and  expenses  in  soliciting  the  same  being  first 
deducted.    In  testimony  whereof,  etc. 

With  tliis  authorization  duly  signed,  and  the  seal  of  the  Corporation 
affixed,  Mr.  Edwards  set  out  on  his  mission  in  the  month  of  February 
folldVing.  He  returned  during  the  latter  part  of  1768,  having  been 
absent  from  home  nearly  two  years.  From  his  account  which  he  pre- 
sented to  the  Corporation,  it  appears  that  he  ohtcuned  for  the  College 
the  sum  of  jC888  lOs.  2d.  sterling,  or  about  five  thousand  dollars ; 
which,  he  remarks  in  bis  narrative,  was  succeeding  "  pretty  well,  con- 
sidering how  angry  the  mother  country  then  was  with  the  colonies  for 
opposing  the  Stamp  Act."  On  this  point  he  thus  writes  to  Manning, 
under  date  of  London,  April  26,  1768 :  — "  Your  newspapers,  and 
letters  from  your  Government,  published  in  other  papers,  have  hurt 
me  much.  You  boast  of  the  many  yards  of  cloth  you  muiuiacture,  etc. 
This  raises  the  indignation  of  tjie  merchants  and  manufacturers.     I 
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have  been  not  only' denied  by  hundreds,  but  bIso  abused  oo  Hat  Boore. 
My  patience,  my  feet,  and  my  assurance  are  mucb  impaired.  I  took  a 
cold  in  November,  which  stuck  to  me  all  winter,  owing  to  my  ttam- 
poosii^  the  streets  in  all  weathers." 

An  account  of  these  subeoriptions  forms  an  interesting  chapter  in 
the  "Documentary  History  of  Brown  University,"  (pages  148-171). 
The  original  subscription  book  is  preserved  among  the  archives  of  the 
Library.  It  was  presented  to  the  Library  in  the  year  1849  by  Joshua 
Edwards,  a  son  of  Morgan,  through  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Richard  Webster, 
of  Manch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania.  The  donor  was  then  living,  though 
upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age.  The  signatures,  it  may  be  remarked, 
are  genuine.  Among  them  we  notice  the  subscriptions  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Penn,  of  London,  ^£20;  Thomas  Llewelyn,  Esq.,  £Q1  lOs. ; 
Samuel  Etoffey,  Esq.,  £21;  Benjamin  Franklin,  £10,10s. ;  Benjamin 
West,  410  10s. ;  the  Rev.  Doctors  GUI,  Stennett,  GiSoi^  and  Gibbons ; 
Thomas  HuUis  and  Timothy  Hollis ;  Hugh  and  Caleb  Evans  of  Bristol, 
etc.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  Mr.  Edwards's  first  subscriptions 
were  obtained  in  Ireland,  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  Cork,  Waterford, 
Dublin,  Belfast,  Lisburn,  Antrim,  Ballymony,  Coleraine,  Londonderry, 
Newry,  Westmeath,  and  Ormond.' 

The  meeting-bouse  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  which  was 
erected  before  Manning's  call  to  Warren,  served  a  most  important  pur- 
pose in  bringing  together  beneath  its  roof  the  friends  of  religion  and 
learning.  And  now  a  parsonage  was  needed,  not  only  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  pastor  and  bis  family,  but  also,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
parsonage  at  Hopewell  (a  cut  of  which  is  given  in  our  previous  chapter), 
for  the  use  of  the  pupUs  of  the  Latin  School,  and  the  students  of  the 

>At  tba  teml-uiDuml  nuctlnc  of  the  Amerloui  Antlqaurlan  SocletT,  bgld  In  Bodon,  April  M, 
UK,  Dr.  SuDDd  S.  GiesD  raad  ftu  ftble  uid  fautructWe  pftpoi  on  '■  Tbe  Scotch-Iilili  In  AmerlcK," 
■howlog  tbat  ftfter  the  Engtlili  Berolntlon  ol  16SS,  a  stead;  streuu  of  Scotcli  Fr«aliyt«rluu  IumI 
ponrgd  Into  Ireland,  and  that  large  numben  of  these  J^esb^teriuu  emigrated  In  the  elghteeutb 
emtorj  to  America.  Dr.  Green  sbowed  that  these  emlgranta  conatltuted  an  Imporumt  part  of  one 
popolatlou,  and  that  the;  bad  >l«ayi  beeo  on  ths  side  of  popular  education  and  reUglaai  liberty. 
Id  the  remarks  CbM  followed  tbe  reading  of  tbla  paper,  the  writer  referred  to  tbe  gubacrtptloni  for 
tbe  College  obtained  In  Ireland  by  Morgan  Edward*.  See  Proceedings  of  tbe  Society,  Vol.  10, 
pageiT-D. 
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College.  A  popular  method  of  nuaing  money  for  religions,  charitable, 
and  educational  purposes  in  these  early  times,  not  only  in  Rhode  Island 
but  throughout  sU  the  colonies,  as  legislative  records  amply  show,  was 
by  means  of  lotteries,  duly  sanctioned  and  properly  managed.  Grad- 
ually they  came  to  be  managed  by  knaves  and  speculators,  for  private 
ends,  ^d  eventually,  in  accordance  with  the  changed  sentiment  of  the 
public  respecting  them,  they  were  abolished.  It  is  interesting  to  read 
the  following  notice  which  Mr.  Tolman,  in  his  recent  "History  of 
Higher  Education  in  Rhode  Island,"*  has  copied  from  the  Nevfport 
Mercury  for  Oct.  5,  1767  :  — 

Scheme  of  m  Lottery  grwated  b;  the  OsdbtbI  Assembly  of  the  Colony  ol  Rhode 
iBlautl,  etc.,  for  raiaing  one  buudred  and  fitty  poands  lawful  money  {(500),  to  be  applied 
towards  finishing  tbo  Fartoneige  honae  belonging  to  the  Baptist  Charch  In  Warren,  and 
lendeiing  It  commodions  for  the  reception  of  the  pupils  who  are  or  who  shall  be  placed 
there  for  a  liberal  edneation.  .  .  .  It  Is  hoped  that  the  extraordinary  expense  of  that 
Infant  society  in  bnllding  a  new  meeting  bonse  and  parsonage  honae,  as  far  aa  the  balld- 
Ing  is  advanced,  togetbei  with  the  Immediate  necessity  of  room  for  the  puplis  under 
ths  care  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Manning,  and  the  great  encouragement  for  the  adventurers, 
there  being  but  little  better  than  two  blanks  to  a  prize,  will  induce  those  who  wish 
well  to  the  design  speedily  to  purchase  the  tickets. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Manning  conceived  the  plan  of  uniting 
the  Baptist  churches  of  New  England  in  an  association,  in  order  to 
promote  their  harmony  and  growth  to  resist  more  successfully  sets  of 
oppression  on  the  part  of  the  ^'Standing  Order"  in  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  and  especially  to  disarm  his  brethren  of  all  existing  preju- 
dices against  human  learning,  to  which  Backus  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Gill 
refers,  and  thus  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  College  over  which 
he  presided.  The  Baptists  of  Rhode  Island  at  this  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  church  in  Warren,  were  called  "Six  Principle  Baptists," 
and  were  united  in  an  oi^anization  called  the  "  Rhode  Island  Yearly 
Meeting."     Knight  in  his  history'  states  that  this  Meeting,  in  1764,  the 

>  United  states  Boreaa  of  Education.    Clrcolsr  of  iDformstian.    Mo.  I.    UM. 

■  History  of  tbeOemral  or  Six  Principle  Baptist)  In  Europe  and  America.  Publisbed  under  the 
patrouge  of  the  RluHie  Island  Yeirl;  MaetinB.  By  Blctwrd  Kolgbt,  Pastor  of  the  Oborch  In 
Scltuste.    Bto,  ProiideDCe,  1S2T. 
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date  of  the  College  Charter,  consisted  of  the  following  churches,  viz. : 
Providence,  Newport,  Swansea,  North  Kingstown,  Richmond,  Tiver- 
ton, Rehoboth,  Groton,  New  London,  SmitMeld,  Soituate,  Warwick, 
Soath  Kingstown,  Cumberland,  East  Greenwich,  Cranston,  Coventry, 
and  perhaps  some  others.  In  the  process  of  time  some  of  these  cfaorches 
have  become  extinct,  while  others  haveceased  to  maintain  their  peculiar 
organization. 

It  was  Manning's  wish  to  unite  all  the  churches  of  his  faith  and 
order  in  an  aesociation  similar  to  the  one  in  Philadelphia,  of  which  he 
^as  a  member,  which  was  simply  advisory  in  its  character,  having 
respect  to  tiie  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  by  spreading 
through  the  churches  an  account  of  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  each. 
The  undertaking  was  of  no  ordinary  magnitude.  The  government  of 
Baptist  churches  had  been  from  time  immemorial,  as  now,  of  the  inde- 
pendent form,  each  particular  church  having  an  exclusive  right  of  juris- 
diction over  its  own  members,  electing  and  dismissing  its  own  officers, 
and  transacting  all  its  business  by  final  issue  within  itself,  without 
appeal  to  any  power  on  earth,  either  civU  or  eccleaiasticaL  It  had 
always  been  the  belief  of  the  Baptists  that  civil  government,  however 
desirable  and  necessary  for  civil  purposes,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Christ's  kingdom,  which  is  spiritual,  and  not  of  this  world,  and  nothing 
to  do  with  the  visible  church,  which  is  subject  to  Jesus  Christ  alone  as 
the  head  thereof.  Hence  they  regarded  all  synods,  conventions,  asso- 
ciations, and  councils  to  decide  religious  controversies,  revoke  acts  of 
particular  churches,  inflict  censure,  form  platforms,  and  prepare  articles 
of  ^th,  as  useless  and  ant^onistic  to  the  independency  of  the 
chniches ;  as  having  more  or  less  respect  to  the  civil  state,  and  so  par- 
taking too  much  of  the  carnal  wisdom  of  this  world.  Outaide  of  Rhode 
Island  they  had  suGFered  too  much  from  measures  adopted  at  such 
councils  and  conventions  of  the  Congregational  ministers  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut,  to  be  easily  persuaded  to  meet  in  the  form  of 
a  permanent  organized  body,  lest  perchance  they  might  seem  to  be 
following  the  example  of  their  Congregational  brethren. 

From  the  journal  of  Hezeki^  Smith  it  appears  that  Manning  was 
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in  Haverhill,  Boston,  Newport,  and  oiher  places  in  the  spring  of  1766, 
conferring  with  his  brethren  in  the  nunistry,  and  that  in  Angust  fol- 
lowing Smith  spent  a  week  in  Warren.  Naturally  the  matter  was  pre- 
sented to  the  members  of  Manning's  church.  The  first  official  mention 
of  an  association  appears  in  the  records  of  Uie  church  under  date  of 
Ai^.  28,  1766,  when  it  was  voted,  "  That  an  association  be  entered 
into  with  sundry  churches  of  the  same  faith  and  order,  as  it  was  judged 
s  likely  method  to  promote  the  peace  of  the  churches."  Doubtless  the 
matter  was  discussed  during  the  meetang  of  the  Corporation  held  in 
Newport  the  month  foUowiug.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Corporation 
was  held  in  Newport  Wednesday,  Sept.  2, 1767.  Mr.  SmiUi  records  in 
his  journal :  — 

8kt  with  the  CotporftttoD  ol  th«  College  till  ThuTsd»y.  Thuraday  evening  preaeh«d 
In  Mr.  Thnnton'R  meeUng-hoaae,  from  Solomon's  Bong,  1:4.  Bat.  8ept.fi.  Preachad 
in  Hr.  HaxsoD'e  pnlplt,  from  John  31: 20.  Sabbath,  Sept.6.  In  the  foTenoon  I  preachad 
in  Hi.  Upham'B  pnlpit,  from  Bom.  fi:l,  In  the  aftemooD  In  Hr.  Thurston's  pulpit  from 
Bo1omon'8  8ong,0:2,  and  in  the  evening  Again  for  Hr.  Thnraton.  Hon.  Sept.  T.  Went 
to  Warren.  Toes.  8.  Met  with  a  number  to  form  a  regular  aaiodatlon.  Hr.  Qano 
from  Kew  Tork  preached  a  sermon  upon  the  oocaalon  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting- 
Wed.  9.  Ht.  Haimlng's  chnrch  at  Warren,  Hr.  Hinds's  at  Hiddleborough,  Ht.  Alden's 
at  Belllngham  and  ours  at  Haverhill,  formed  an  aasociatlon.  The  lame  evening  I 
preached  from  Prov.  3:  IT. 

Manning,  Smith,  Noah  Alden',  and  Ebenezer  Hinds,  four  illustrious 
names,  deserving  for  this  act  alone  to  be  held  by  the  denomination  in 
grateful  and  lasting  remembrance  1 


te  treqaantly  ocours  In  oonnecClon  with  Smitli, 
~  e  funon*  JobD  Alden  ot  PlTmootta, 


Klddleboroagh,  la  ms.  In  ITSS  he  became  ■  Baptist,  and  sbortl]'  aftervardi  he  ins  ordained  as 
psstwolaoburch  mstalToid,  ConD.  In  IISS  ha  was  Installed  as  pastor  otsohniob  In  Belllngham, 
where  he  remained  until  hU  death  In  1T97.  "He  was,"  says  bli  blogtapher,  Dr.  Fisher,  "tar  many 
years  one  of  oar  most  dlstlngnlBhsd  and  boDored  oilnlsters,  and  bis  name  deserves  to  be  held  In 
grateful  remembranoe."  He  frequently  presided  at  the  meetings  of  the  Wsrren  Assoclatioo,  and 
rendered  good  leivlca  In  the  oanse  of  religions  freedom.  He  wss  a  del^ate  to  tbe  Canrentton 
wblcb  met  in  Beptembei,  ITSO,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  framing  a  new  State  Conatltnllon,  and  moved  to 
have  the  third  artlcls  of  the  fankoos  Bill  of  Rights,  which  was  st  first  Intended  to  give  rnlen 
power  in  religloas  matters,  recommitted.  "  Tbe  motion,"  says  Backus,  "  was  concurred  with,  and 
hs  was  elected  the  chairman  of  a  committee  of  seven  upon  tbat  Article."    He  thna  became  In  one 
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Mr.  Backus,  who  was  choeen  Clerk,  thus  commences  the  minates 
of  the  meeting :  — 

Whereu  there  hath  of  lat«  been  »  great  iDcreme  ot  Baptist  chuTches  in  Ifew 
Bngland,  which  yet  have  not  lucli  an  acquaintance  with  each  other  and  orderly  union 
together  ai  onght  to  be,  It  baa  Iwen  thought  by  many  tbat  a  general  meeting  or  aseocia* 
tion  might  be  a  likely  meaoB  to  remove  this  evil,  and  to  promote  the  general  good  ot 
the  chnrchei.  Therefore  a  nnmber  ol  elders,  being  occasionally  together  last  year,  did 
appoint  a  meeting  at  Warren,  In  Bhods  Island  Colony,  on  Sept.  S,  ITffT;  and  sent  an 
invitation  to  others  of  their  brethren  to  meet  them  there,  to  confer  upon  these  affairs. 
Accordingly  a  considerable  nnmber  of  elders  and  brethren  met  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed ;  and  Elder  Jobn  Oano,  from  New  Tork,  opened  the  meeting  with  a  suitable 
sermon,  from  Acts  xv.  9. 

Eleven  churches  were  represented  at  this  meeting  hy  pastor  and 
delegates,  as  follows ;  namely,  Warren  —  Kev.  James  Manning,  and 
brethren  Benjamin  Cole  and  Daniel  Brown ;  SeQond,  Rehoboth  — 
Rev.  Richard  Round,  and  brethren  Samuel  Bullock  and  Daniel  Bul- 
lock ;  Haverhill  —  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  and  brethren  Jacob  Whittier 
and  Jonathan  Shepard ;  Norton  —  Rev.  William  Carpenter ;  Belling- 
ham  —  Rev.  Noah  Alden  ;  First,  Middleborough  —  Rev.  Isaac  Backns ; 
Second,  Middleborough  —  Rev.  Ebenezer  Hinds ;  Cumberland  —  Rev. 
Daniel  Miller;  First,  Boston  —  Dea.  JosiahColbum;  Second,  Boston — 
Brother  Philip  Freeman ;  Attleborough  —  Brethren  Alwaham  Bless  and 
Joseph  Cruild.  There  were  also  present  from  the  Philadelphia  Associa- 
tion, Rev.  Messrs.  John  Gano,  Abel  Griffith,  and  Noah  Hammond. 
Mr.  Gano  was  chosen  moderator,  and,  after  looking  to  Heaven  for 
guidance  and  directdon,  they  proceeded  to  the  business  before  them. 
The  occasion,  as  we  may  well  suppose,  was  ooe  of  unusual  interest. 

Although  the  delegates  in  attendance  "generally  manifested,"  says 
the  historian,  "  a  good  will  toward  this  attempt  for  promoting  the  union 

■Biiae  tbg  uthor  of  a  pTDVliioo  In  tbe  XsMacbusetts  ConsUtatlon,  wblcli  WH  greMly  In  adTBnM 
of  tha  goiemmeaU  of  bla  tUDa,  and  was  obaracterlied  by  Di.  Pale^  in  ht*  Political  PhUoaiiphy, 
VnbUabed  In  ITW,  as  ttie  beet  HTWDgement  for  the  legal  maiotenanoe  of  a  clergy  that  bad  yet  been 
propoaed.  Tbe  Ber.  Dr.  Edmrd  E.  Hale,  In  an  Instraotire  diMOone  upon  tbe  Centenary  of  tbe 
MiiwiliiHiitls  Constltntlou,  delivered  In  Jannaiy,  1880,  baa  drawn  especial  attention  to  tills  fact. 
Xr.  Alden  «■•  alao  a  prominent  Btamber  ol  (be  Conreutlan  that  in  llBS  adopted  the  CoaatKutlon 
of  the  Uotted  State*.    The  name  of  Kbenem  Hinds  traqoently  occurs  in  the  pages  of  Backus. 
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and  welfare  of  the  churches,  most  of  them  tliought  thej  were  not  pre- 
pared to  join  an  association."  Four  only  of  the  churches  represented 
were  ready  to  make  the  venture.  The  others  hesitated,  through  fear 
perhaps  of  some  usurpation  of  authority,  hj  the  associated  body,  over 
the  particular  churches  composing  it.  Moreover,  they  were  not  alto- 
gether satisfied  with  the  Bcntiments  and  plan  of  organization  adopted 
at  this  time,  which  were  substantially  those  of  the  Philadelphia  Asso- 
ciation. These  were  afterwards  modified  by  President  Manning,  and 
in  1769  were  adopted  as  a  final  basis  for  organization  and  action.  As 
such  they  have  been  continued  with  few  changes  down  to  the  present 
time.     They  read  as  follows :  — 

S>HTiiisi(Ta  ToncHiHa  .ui  AsaocUTiaN. 

].  Tbatanch  a  comblUKtlon  of  cbarches  la  not  only  prudent,  bnt  nsefnl,  as  haa 
appeared  even  in  America  by  the  experience  of  upwards  ol  sixty  years.  Some  o(  the 
uses  ol  It  are,  nnion  end  communion  among  thenuelTeB ;  maintaining  more  effectnally 
the  order  and  faith  once  delivered  to  the  aalnta ;  having  advice  in  casM  of  doubt,  and 
help  In  distress ;  being  more  able  to  promote  the  good  of  the  cause,  and  becoming 
important  in  the  eye  of  the  civil  powers,  as  has  already  appeared  In  many  instances  on 
this  continent.  2.  That  such  an  association  la  consistent  with  the  Independency  and 
power  of  partlcnlar  churches,  because  it  pretends  to  be  no  other  than  an  advitoiy  council, 
utterly  disclaiming  superturlty,  jurisdiction,  coercive  right,  and  infallibility.  3,  That 
an  association  should  conilat  of  men  knowing  and  Jndicloas,  particularly  in  the  Scrips 
tnres.  The  reasons  are  obvions:  such  men  are  the  fittest  to  represenC  comtnunitlea 
who  profess  the  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice  in  religious  mattera, 
and  who  expect  that  every  advice,  opinion,  or  diiectlon  they  receive  from  an  assocta- 
tlon  be  ScriptUTal.  They  should  be  skilled  and  expert  in  the  laws  of  their  Ood,  as 
<H>nnselIora  are  In  the  laws  of  the  land ;  for  that  Is  the  ground  of  the  church's  applica- 
tion to  them. 

Plan  or  ths  Amociahok. 

1.  The  Association  to  consist  only  of  messengers  chosen  and  sent  by  the  ohnnbes. 
These  messengers  to  be  their  mlnlBters  (for  a  reason  given  in  senttment  3),  together 
with  some  Judicious  brethren.  Their  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  cbniches  wbioh 
•end  them. 

2.  With  the  messengers  the  chnrchea  send  letters  addressed  to  the  AModation.  In 
these  letters  mention  is  made  of  the  messengers,  and  theli  antborltyto  actfortbelr 
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charcbea;  »Uo  of  the  ststa  of  the  charches  touching  their  peace;  their  lacresae  by 
baptlBm,  end  by  UtterE  dlBmlaslve  and  commflndatory  (rom  other  churches;  tonchlng 
their  diminution  by  death,  excommnnlcatlon,  and  dlBmleelon  to  other  chnrofaea,  and 
the  preeent  nnmb«c  of  memhera.  It  any  qneatioiu  ace  to  be  pnt  to  the  Association,  any 
advice  to  ask,  or  bnslnesc  to  propose,  these  are  to  be  expressed  In  said  letters. 

3.  All  matters  to  be  determined  in  this  Association  by  the  snffrage  of  the  messen- 
gers, except  what  are  determinable  by  Scripture:  such  matters  are  never  put  to  the 
decision  of  rotes.  All  that  speak  are  to  address  the  moderator,  who  is  to  take  oare  that 
none  be  intetrnpted  while  speaking,  and  that  no  other  indecornm  take  place. 

4.  Cbnrcbes  are  to  be  received  Into  this  Association  by  petitions  setting  forth  tbelr 
desire  to  be  admitted,  their  faith,  order,  and  willingness  to  be  conformable  to  tbe  rules 
of  the  asBociated  body,  Wben  a  petition  Is  read,  and  the  matter  ripened  for  a  vote,  the 
moderator  states  the  question.  Suffrage  being  given  in  favor  of  the  petition,  the  said 
moderator  declares  that  each  a  church  is  received  Into  the  Association,  la  token  of 
which  he  gives  the  messengers  tlxe  right  hand  qf /ellointhip,  and  bids  them  take  their 

5.  The  AMoclatton  to  meet  annually,  at  Warren,  on  Tuesday  nest  after  the  first 
Wednesday  In  September,'  at  two  o'clock  in  tbe  afternoon,  and  to  continae  till  businasa 
be  finished.  It  is  to  be  opened  with  divine  servioe :  after  which  a  moderator  and  clerk 
are  cbosen;  the  letters  from  the  churches  are  read;  the  names  of  the  messengers  are 
written,  that  tbey  may  be  called  over  at  after  meetings ;  then  bnslness  is  attended  to, 
and  minutes  thereof  made;  acitcnlat  letter  to  the  churches  is  prepared  and  signed, 
and  a  copy  of  It  sent  to  every  chntch,  containing  the  minutes  of  the  AAsociation,  the 
state  of  tbe  churches,  when  and  by  whom  vacancies  are  to>be  supplied,  who  is  to  preach 
the  next  Association  sermon,  and  whatever  else  is  needful  for  the  churches  to  know. 

6.  A  connection  to  be  formed  and  maintained  between  this  Association  and  that  of 
Fhiladelpbia,  by  annual  letter  and  messengers  from  us  to  them  and  from  them  to  as. 

T.  Tbe  f^th  and  order  of  this  Association  are  expressed  in  a  confession  pnt  forth  by 
upwards  of  a  hundred  congregations  In  Great  Britain,  In  the  year  1689,  and  adopted  by 
theAsBocistlonof  Philadelphia  in  1T4S.  Some  ot  the  principles  In  said  Confession  are;  — 
The  Imputation  of  Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity ;  theinabilltyof  man  to  recover  himself ; 
effectual  calling  by  Sovereign  grace ;  Justification  by  imputed  righteousness;  Immersion 
for  baptism,  and  that  on  profession  of  faith  and  repentance;  Congregational  churches 
and  their  Independency;  reception  into  them  upon  evidence  of  sound  conveision,  etc. 

tbe  first  Wednetday  Id  Septemtiei',  and 

the  AiaocUtton  also,  It  was  appointed 

~    roh  msUKy,  vm.  %  page  4M, 
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The  meetii^  of  the  Asaooiation  for  tiie  year  1769,  coming  after  tlie 
first  Commencement  of  the  College,  was  rendered  onusually  interesting 
hy  the  presence,  as  messengers  from  the  Philadelphia  Association,  of 
Samuel  Jones,  who  had  rendered  essential  service  in  remodeling  and 
preparing  for  the  Legislature  Dr.  Stiles's  first  di-aft  of  the  charter,  and 
who  was  the  first  choice  of  prominent  members  of  the  Corporation  in 
1791,  to  succeed  Manning  in  the  Presidency;  also  John  Davia  and 
Morgan  Edwards,  who  had  but  recently  returned  from  England. 
"Many  of  the  letten  from  the  churches,"  says  Backus,  "mentioned 
grievous  oppressions  and  persecutions  from  the  Standing  Order,  espec- 
ially  the  one  from  Ashfield,  where  religious  tyranny  had  been  carried 
to  great  lengths."  Whereupon  petitions  to  the  General  Courts  of 
Massachusetta  and  Connecticut  for  redress  were  prepared  by  a  commit- 
tee of  seven,  of  which  the  Rev.  John  Davis  acted  as  chairman.  The 
same  having  been  read  and  approved,  Messrs.  Samuel  Stillman,  Philip 
Freeman,  Philip  Freeman,  Jr.,  John  Proctor,  and  Nathan  Spear,  all  of 
Boston,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  present  them.  Stillman  and  Spear, 
it  may  be  added,  were  members  of  the  Corporation. 

Tlie  following  proposal  and  plan  to  collect  grievances,  which  we 
copy  from  the  manoscript  minutes  of  Backus,  was  also  read  at  this  meet- 
ing and  approved:  —     t 

Wbeteas,  compIalDtt  of  oppTesBloiui  occaBlonsd  by  a  Don-confomiity  to  the  rellgloua 
•gtabllahment  in  New  England  have  been  brought  to  this  Asaool&tion ;  and  wheieu  the 
laws  o1>tained  for  preTenting  and  radroBaing  such  oppresaiona  have,  npon  trl*l,  been 
found  liunlBcient  {either  through  defect  In  the  tawB  themselves  or  intqnlCy  lit  the  exa- 
catlon  thereof) ;  and  whereas  humble  remonstrances  and  petitions  have  not  been  dulj 
regarded,  but  the  swne  oppressive  msasurea  continue:  This  is  to  inform  all  the 
oppressed  Baptists  InNew&nglaad  that  the  Association  of  Warren  (in  conjunction  with 
the  Western  or  Philadelpbia  Aseoolatlon)  Is  detetmlned  to  seek  remedy  for  their  breth- 
ren where  a  speedy  and  effectual  one  maybe  had.  In  order  topnrsaethls  resolution  by 
petition  and  memorial,  the  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  to  receive  well-attested 
grievances,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  Bev.  Samnel  Stillnian,  of  Boston ;  namely, 
^e  Rev.  HezeUafa  Smith,  ol  Haverhill,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Backns,  of  Hlddleborough,  Mr. 
JUchard  Hontagae,  of  Sundecland,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Heacham,  of  Bnfleld,  and  the  Bev. 
Timothy  Wlghtman,  of  Groton,  in  Coonecticnt. 
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The  efforts  put  forth  by  Manning  and  hia  associatea  in  behalf  of 
sound  learning  and  civil  and  religious  freedom,  through  the  ^ency  of 
the  Warren  Aseociatdon,  will  be  farther  illustrated  in  suocesaive  chap- 
ters. Those  who  may  wish  to  consult  fuller  and  more  detailed  accounts 
are  referred  to  Baokus's  History,  Hovey's  Memoir  of  Backus,  and 
"Chaplun  Smith  and  the  Baptists,"  the  latter  work  giving  in  full  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts  relating  to  "Anabaptists"  from  1728  until  Man- 
ning's time. 

Gradually  the  Association  won  the  confidence  of  the  denomination, 
until  in  a  few  years  it  had  extended  over  New  England.  By  ita  means 
mutual  acquaintance  and  harmony  were  promoted ;  the  weak  and  the 
oppressed  were  relieved ;  errois  in  doctrine  and  in  practice  were  ezpoeed 
and  guarded  against ;  warnings  against  false  teachers  in  rel^on  were 
published ;  feeble  and  destitute  flocks  were  provided  with  preachers ; 
the  College  was  materially  aided  and  strengthened ;  students  were 
encour^ed  to  study  for  the  ministry,  and  the  Gospel  was  preached  in 
destitute  places.  During  the  period  of  the  Revolution  it  presented  able 
addresses  in  behalf  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  to  the  Governments  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  to  the  Continental  Congress. 
Although,  says  Arnold,  in  his  Histoiyof  Rhode  Island,  it  no  longer  has 
that  intimate  connection  with  the  University  which  at  first  existed,  and 
the  growth  of  Baptast  churchea  in  New  England  has  given  rise  to 
numerous  other  associations  of  a  similar  character,  the  parent  body  still 
continues  to  exert  a  widespread  and  beneficent  influence  over  the 
objects  of  its  charge. 

The  minutes'  of  the  Association  show  that  Manning,  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  connectioa  with  it,  was  one  of  its  most  prominent 
and  useful  members.    By  his  counsels  and  personal  influence  be  first 

I  The  tnauiuctlpt  mlnutM  of  tbs  SiBt  Ioqt  meetlngB  of  tbe  Warren  AHoclatlon  are  unong  the 
Backni  p&p«n,  trom  which  they  wera  cuetnlly  copied  by  the  l&ts  Sst.  Silas  Hall,  a  giidaate  of  the 
OoU^e  In  the  clan  of  IM*.  To  hit  kludneu  Id  pIscIUB  them  M  our  dlspoaal  ve  ara  graatl;  Indebted. 
Tha  minute*  mra  flnt  printed  In  the  fear  ITTl,  slnoe  which  tlnte  ther  han  been  pnbllshad  wtthont 
Inlcrmptlon  down  to  tba  preient  date.  A  Mt,  IndadlnB  the  aforesaid  mauuscTlpt  miuutei,  from 
the  martin^  of  the  Auoclatlon  In  17BT  down  to  the  pieiant  time,  Ii  In  the  College  Library.  The 
jean  ITMand  11S3  aie  copied  from  a  aat  In  the  poaieei  Ion  of  the  late  Hi.  John  Carter  Brown;  otber- 
wlaa  the  wt  la  complete. 
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called  it  into  being.  Ab  lias  already  been  stated,  he  drew  up  the  plan 
of  ito  organization.  In  the  years  1776,  1781, 1784,  and  1787,  he  pre- 
sided over  its  deliberations  as  Moderator.  In  1778  and  in  1787  he 
preached  the  introductoiy  sermon.  In  1785  he  made  the  opening 
prayer.  From  year  to  year  we  find  his  name  on  various  important  com- 
mittees. He  was  likewise  prominent  as  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia 
Association,  rarely  failing,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
to  attend  its  sessions,  although  thereby  subjected  to  great  trouble, 
expense,  and  loss  of  time.  He  was  once  clerk,  twice  moderator,  and 
three  times  the  preacher  at  itfl  annual  meetings.  We  close  this  portion 
of  our  narrative  with  the  following  Circular  Letter,  presented  by  him 
to  the  Warren  Association,  and  by  them  adopted  at  its  third  meeting 
in  1769.  It  affords  a  happy  illustration  of  the  author's  temper  and 
spirit,  and  of  his  peculiar  fitness  to  guide  and  instruct  his  brethren. 

CmcDLAJl  Lkttbk  BT  MAKttlHa. 
Tb«  Elders  and  Hessengeri  ol  Bsveral  cbnrcbM  belouglug  to  the  Association,  met  In 

Warren,  In  the  Colonj  of  Bhode  Island,  etc.    To  the  leveral  churches  thef  repiesent, 

greeting. 

DsAB  BKBTHitKH:— Wehare  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  your  representMiTes  at 
the  Association,  who  In  genecal  have  brought  us  good  news  from  the  chnrches.  We 
rejoice  to  see  that  the  Son  ol  man  is  pleased  to  walk  in  the  midst  ol  hia  golden  candle- 
sticks, the  chnrohea,  to  dispense  his  blessings  to  his  people,  and  to  attend  the  Word  of 
the  kingdom  with  divine  power  to  the  salvation  ol  sinners.  Gomel  help  us  to  magnUjr 
the  Lord  for  Ms  unspeakable  mere;  and  goodness!  Yet  we  find  tliat  the  enemies  ol 
trnth  are  hnstly  employed  in  endeavoring  to  subvert  it,  and  in  vexing  and  oppressing 
those  who  stand  up  for  the  cause  of  Qod.  Bretliren,  wa  sympathlEe  with  joa  under 
yonr  afflictions,  while  we  call  to  mind  the  declaration  of  yonr  ascended  Head  to  hia 
beloved  fiock  whom  he  left  behind,— 2n  lite  world  ye  shall  Tuuie  tri&ulo/ion.  Yet  how 
rotresblng  is  what  follows, —  JBvt  beiffgoadcheer.Ihatieotiertxmie  theviorld.  Those  who  live 
godly  in  Christ  Jesns  shall  suffer  persecution.  Let  not  the  powers  of  the  world,  who 
set  themselves  to  oppose,  dlsooursge  you.  Search  for  the  mind  of  Christ  in  his  Word ; 
wbieh  being  discovered,  pay  a  sacred  regard  thereto.  Call  soman  master  on  earth;  and 
remember  that  the  followers  of  Christ  carry  their  cross  in  Imitation  of  their  Divine 
Master.  Brethren,  suffer  us,  however,  to  beseech  yon  to  nse  all  proper  means  to  obtain 
Tellef  from  the  burdens  imposed -upon  yon,  by  taking  heed  to  the  general  plan  which  we 
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•■  ft  body  propoae  to  pnnne.  But  while  yon  Attend  to  hnmou  t>i«ana,  let  ^onr  oriM  b* 
InoeBBStit  to  Him  who  heftre  and  who  will  redroM  tbe  cries  oC  the  oppreuad.  Pntj  tor 
thoise  whodeepltafully  aee  you.  Remember  that  love  enters  deeply  Into  the  •plrit  of 
oar  holy  religion ;  and  that  the  glorlona  FoDDder  thereof  has  given  as  the  most  striking 
example  of  it  In  living  and  dying  lor  his  enemies.  Walk  soberly  and  Inoffenairely 
toward  those  wttbont ;  and  let  yonr  conduct  prove  that  it  is  the  power  ot  trnth,  the  toroe 
of  conscience,  that  makes  yon  Baptists,  and  not  an  affectation  ol  singnlarity.  And  as 
you  are  persnaded  that  you  have  been  taught  by  the  Spirit  of  Ood,  bo  let  yonr  light 
shine  bafoie  others  that  yon  m^  win  Uiem  to  tbe  truth.  In  tbe  meantime,  oarelaUy 
guard  against  any  designs  to  ensnare  you,  or  to  engage  yon  In  any  combination  with 
them  that  may  eventually  prova  to  the  detriment  of  the  oanse. 

Finally,  may  the  Lord  Jesos  afford  yon  his  presence,  and  bless  yon  with  abundant 
increase  In  all  grace,  to  tbe  glory  of  hU  great  name. 

The  sixth  annual  meetmg  of  the  Corporation  was  held  in  Warren, 
Wednesday,  Sept.  6,  1769,  at  which  were  present  twenty-one  Trustees 
and  seven  Fellows.  The  first  vote  recorded  reads  as  follows :  — 
"  Voted,  That  the  meeting-house  at  Warren  be  fitted  up  at  the  change 
of  the  Corporatton,  in  the  best  manner  the  shortness  of  the  time  will 
admit,  for  the  reception  of  the  people  to-morrow,  the  day  of  Commence- 
ment." This  is  tbe  house  which  we  have  already  described,  erected  in 
1763,  a  small  unpainted  building,  forty-four  by  fifty-two  feet,  with  a 
four-sided  hip  roof,  surmounted  at  the  top  and  centre  with  a  belfiy,  in 
which  was  placed  a  ship  bell,  the  rope  of  which  hung  directly  down  in 
the  centre  of  the  middle  aisle.  There  was  no  tower  or  porch,  the  front 
door  on  the  east  side  leading  directly  into  the  audience  room.  The 
galleries  at  this  date  were  not  finished.  The  '*  fitting  up  '*  referred 
probably  to  the  erection  of  a  platform  or  stage  for  the  speakeiB. 

We  find  in  the  records  of  this  meeting  the  only  allusion  thus  far  to  the 
President's  salary ;  —  '■'■Ordered,  That  the  Reverend  President  be  paid 
iSO  lawful  money,  by  the  Treasurer,  out  of  the  interest  of  the  moneys 
Tflmitt«d  from  Europe,  as  an  allowance  in  part  for  his  services." 
This  vote  was  subsequently  explained  more  fully  by  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  five  appointed  to  "examine  into  the  state  of  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Manning's  account  with  the  College."    Th^  report,  in  the  lan- 
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gof^  of  the  reootds,  "  That  the  aaid  Prestdent  hath  aerved  the  Society 
(College)  for  three  Tears  past  and  hath  receiTed  no  compensation  for 
tJie  same ;  and  as  hy  a  vote  of  the  Corporation  tiie  sum  of  £50  lawful 
money  was  ordered  to  be  paid  the  Reverend  President  out  of  the  inters 
est  money  supposed  to  be  due,  we  do  report  it  as  our  opinion,  that  the 
said  sum  ought  not  to  debar  him  from  being  recompensed  in  a  more 
ample  manner  whenever  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Corporation  to 
do  the  same."  It  was  understood,  of  course,  in  the  beginning  that  the 
President  would  derive  his  support  from  the  Latin  School,  and  from  the 
church  of  which  he  was  to  be  pastor,  the  infant  College  having  no 
funds. 

The  &8t  Commencement  was  held  in  the  meeting-house  on  Thurs- 
day, Sept.  7,  1769.  This  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  red-letter 
day  in  the  history  of  the  CoU^fe.  Four  years  had  now  elapsed  since 
the  President,  with  a  solitary  pupil,  commenced  his  collegiate  duties  as 
an  instructor.  Through  toils,  and  difficulties,  and  opposition  even,  he 
bad  quietly  persevered  in  his  work,  until  the  Seminary  under  his  care 
had  won  its  way  to  public  favor.  And  now  his  first  pupils  were  about 
to  take  their  Bachelor's  degree  in  the  Arts,  and  go  forth  to  the  duties 
of  life.  They  were  young  men  of  promise.  Some  of  them  were 
destined  to  fill  conspicuous  places  in  the  approaching  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence ;  others  were  to  be  leaders  in  the  church,  and  distinguished 
educators  of  youth.  Probably  no  class  that  has  gone  forth  from  the 
College  or  University  in  her  palmiest  days  has  exerted  so  widely 
extended  and  beneficial  an  influence,  especially  in  the  Baptist  denom- 
ination, the  times  and  circumstances  taken  into  account,  as  this  first 
graduating  class  of  seven.  The  occasion  drew  together  a  large  con- 
course of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  luangurating  what  proved 
to  be  a  State  holiday  in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island.  "  And  as  each 
recurring  anniversary,"  says  the  historian,  '*of  this  time-honored  insti- 
tution of  learning  calls  together  from  distant  places  the  widely-scat- 
tered alnmni  of  Brown  University,  we  do  but  renew,  on  a  more  extended 
scale,  the  coi^ratulatious  that  crowned  this  earliest  festival."'    The  per- 
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formances  of  tbe  day  excited  uoivenial  admiration.  "  We  can  readily 
im^ne,"  says  an  early  graduate,'  "  how  the  beautifnl  and  benevolent 
face  of  President  Manning  was  radiant  with  smiles  on  tiiis  oocaaion  ; 
with  what  joy  he  beheld  the  fasi  froita  of  his  anxieties,  and  labors,  and 
prayers ;  with  what  glowing  eloquence  he  pours  forth,  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  the  pious  effusions  of  a  grateful  heart,  invoking  the  blessing  of 
God  upon  the  futore  efforts  of  the  friends  of  tbe  infant  Institution,  and 
filling  every  heart  with  emotion,  if  not  every  eye  with  tears,  as,  with 
the  Section  of  a  friend  and  the  solicitude  of  a  father,  he  commended 
to  tbe  care  of  Heaven  those  who  were  about  to  depart  from  him,  and, 
at  a  period  of  no  ordinary  moment,  to  eater  a  world  of  temptation  and 
trial." 

Tbe  following  account  of  this  "first  Commencement,"  taken  from 
The  Providence  Gazette  and  Oowniry  Jntmal,  needs  no  apology  for  its 
insertion  here.  It  will  be  read  with  special  interest  by  those  who  have 
attended  tbe  Commencements  of  a  later  day. 

FmsT  CoiouacEiunT.    1T60. 

On  Thnndftj,  tb«  aeventh  of  this  liutant,  was  oelebrated  at  Wknen  th«  flrat  Com- 
mencement in  the  College  of  this  Colony ;  whan  the  following  young  gentlemen  com- 
menced Baohelora  of  Arwi  namely,  Joseph  Belton,  Joseph  Saton,  WlUlani  Bogers, 
Blchard  Stltes,  Ch&rlee  ^ompson,  James  Hitchel  V&rnnm,  and  William  Williams. 

About  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  gentlemen  concerned  In  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Col- 
lege, together  with  the  candidates,  went  In  procession  to  the  meetlng-honse. 

After  they  had  taken  their  seats  respectiTely,  and  the  audience  ware  composed,  the 
President  intiodnced  the  business  of  the  day  with  prayer ;  then  followed  a  salutatory 
otMion  In  Latin,  pronounced  with  much  spirit,  by  Hr.  Stites,  which  procured  him  great 
applause  from  the  learned  part  ol  the  assembly.  Re  spoke  upon  the  adrantages  of  li'b- 
erty  and  learning,  and  their  mutual  dependence  npon  each  other;  concluding  with 
proper  salutations  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  College,  Oorernor  of  the  Colony,  etc.,  par- 
tlcDlarly  expreesing  the  gratitude  of  aU  the  friends  of  the  College  to  the  Rev.  Morgan 
Bdvuds,  who  has  encountered  many  difficulties  in  going  to  Burops  to  collect  donations 
for  the  Institntlon,  and  has  lately  returned. 

To  wblch  sneceeded  a  forensic  dispute.  In  English,  on  the  following  thesis ;  namely, 
"  The  Americans,  in  their  present  drcnmstances,  cannot,  consistent  with  good  policy, 

■  Hon.  Judge  Pitman,  class  of  1T09.    See  Alnmnl  Adclresi,  l»(3. 
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&ffMt  to  b«come  ftu  Independent  atate."  Hi.  T»Tnnm  ingenlooal;  defeadsd  It,  bj 
cogent  BTgnmenta  tundsomaly  draaedi  tbongh  he  w*8  flDbtly  bat  delicately  opposed 
b7  Hr.  Wiltluns;  both  ot  whom  apoke  with  etaphaslB  and  propriety. 

Aaaconcloaion  totbeexerclBea  of  the  forenoon,  the  sodience  were  egreeably  enter- 
tained with  an  oration  on  benevolence,  by  Mi.  Itogera ;  in  which,  among  man;  other 
pertinent  observations,  he  paitlcnlarly  noticed  the  neceaalty  which  this  infant  Seminary 
Btanda  In  ol  the  salutary  eSecte  of  that  tmly  Christian  virtue. 

At  three  o'clock  r.  m.,  the  andlence  being  convened,  aeylloglBtlc  dispnte  was  Intro- 
duced on  this  thesis:  "Materia  cogilare  non  pofeft,"— Mr.  Williams  the  reepondent; 
Messieurs  Belton,  Eaton,  Bogers,  andTamnm  the  opponents,— In  the  course  of  which 
dispnte,  the  principal  atgameute  on  both  sides  were  produced  towards  settling  that  crit> 
leal  point. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  then  conferred  on  the  candidates.  Then  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  (graduated  in  other  colleges),  at  their  own  reqoest  received  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  Master  In  the  Arts;  namely,  Bev.  Edward  Upham,  Bev.  Morgan 
Edwards,  Bev.  Samttel  BtUlman,  Bev.  HeseMah  Smith,  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton  Jnn.  Esq., 
Mr.  Jabez  Bowen,  and  Mr.  David  Howell,  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  said  College. 

Thefollowlnggentlemen,  being  well  recommended  by  the  Faculty  for  literary  merit, 
had  conferred  on  them  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  in  the  Arts ;  namely,  Rev.  Abel 
Morgan,  Bev.  Oliver  Bart,  Bev.  David  Thomas,  Bev.  Bamnel  Jones,  Mr.  John  Davis, 
Mr.  Robert  Strettle  Jones,  Mr.  John  Stltes,  Bev.  James  Bryson,  Bev.  James  Edwards, 
Bev.  William  Boulton,  Bev.  John  Byland,  Bev.  WllUam  Clark,  Bev.  Joshua  Toulmln, 
and  Bev.  Caleb  Evans.' 

A  concise,  pertinent,  and  solemn  charge  was  then  given  to  the  Bachelors  by  the 
President,  conclndlng  with  his  last  paternal  benediction,  which  naturally  introduced 
the  valedictory  orator,  Mr.  Thompson,  who,  after  some  remarks  upon  the  excellences  of 
the  oratorlal  art,  and  expressions  of  gratitude  to  the  patrons  and  otBcers  of  the  Col- 
lege, together  with  a  valediction  to  them,  and  all  present,  took  a  most  affectionate 
leave  of  his  classmates.    The  scene  was  tender,  the  subject  lelt,  and  the  audience 

The  President  oonclnded  the  exercises  with  prayer.  The  whole  was  conducted  with 
a  propriety  and  solemnity  suitable  to  the  occasion.    The  audience  (consisting  of  the 

1  The  writer  of  this  acconnt  has  failed  to  give  the  name*  ot  all  who  reoelved  honorary  degieei  on 
tbls  occasion.  They  may  be  found  In  tbe triennial  catalogues.  Hostottbem  were  prominent  mem- 
ben  of  tbe  Pblladelpbla  AMociatlon.  Samuel  Jonea  and  Robert  Btrettle  Jones  were  Instrumental  in 
securing  tbe  charter  of  the  College;  tbe  tormer  was  thouEbtof  si  Manning's  nicceaor  In  tbePiesl- 
dency.  Stltei  was  Manning'!  fstber-lQ-law,  Rjland  and  Evans  were  prominent  Engllah  BaptliU 
whn  afterwards  became  benefnctorg  of  tbe  College.  Tbe  names  of  Toulmln,  Clark,  Boulton.  Junes 
Edvards,  and  Bryson,  sr«  given  In  Morgan  Edwards's  list  ot  anbacTlptlons. 
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principal  gentlatneu  and  ladlu  of  this  Colony,  and  many  tiom  the  nalghboriuK  govBin- 
menti),  though  larga  and  orowded,  behaved  wUb  the  ntmoat  docomni. 

Id  the  evening,  the  Bar.  Morgan  BdwardB,  b;  paKlcnIar  leqaeat,  preached  a  ser- 
mon;' Bspeciallr  addieised  to  the  graduates  and  students,  from  Fhil.  111.  Sr  "Yea, 
doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loes  lot  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  my  Lord ; "  in  which,  altei  high  encomiums  on  the  liberal  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
snpeciOT  knowledge  of  Christ,  oi  the  Chilatlan  Science,  was  dearly  and  tally  Ulnstratad 
in  seyeral  striking  examples  and  slnilles;  one  of  which  lollowa:  — "When  the  sun  1b 
below  the  horlson,  the  stars  excel  in  glory ;  but  when  his  orb  inadlates  oar  hemisphere, 
thetr  glory  dwindles,  fades  away,  and  disappears." 

Not  only  the  candidates,  bnteven  the  President,  were  dieased  In  American  manulac- 
tures.  Finally,  be  It  obeerred,  that  this  class  are  the  first  sons  of  that  College  which 
hasexistedtormore  than  four  years;  during  all  which  time  it  has  labored  under  greM 
dIeadTantagea,  notwithstanding  the  warm  patronage  and  encouragement  of  many 
worth;  men  of  fortune  and  benevolence ;  and  It  is  hoped,  from  the  disposition  which 
many  discovered  on  that  day,  and  other  favorable  circumstances,  that  these  disadvan- 
tages will  soon,  in  part,  be  happily  removed. 

The  Providence  Q-azeUe  and  Country  Journal,  a  weekly  paper,  in  the 
columns  of  which  appeared  the  foregoing  account  of  Commencemeiit, 
had  heen  eetablished  by  William  Goddard,  in  October,  1762,  mainly  it 
is  stated,  through  the  influence  of  GoTemor  Hopkins,  io  opposition,  per- 
haps, to  the  Newport  Mercurjf,  established  in  1768,  which  for  some  rea- 
son had  become  the  vehicle  for  the  expression  of  loyalist  sentiments, 
antagonizing  the  positions  taken  by  the  patriotio  leaders  of  Boston  and 
Providence.'  Mr.  Hopkins  was  present  at  this  Commencement  as  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Corporation,  and  undoubtedly  wrote  the  account.  The 
allusion  to  the  fact  that  both  the  President  and  the  candidates  "  were 
dressed  in  American  manu&ctores,"  is  significant.    The  famous  Stamp 

'  Tte  custom,  tlnis  InangnnMed  by  Morgan  £dmirdB,ot  baring  a  sermon  on  tbe  Wednesdar  even- 
ing of  Commencement,  was  oontinaed  down  to  the  beginning  of  I>r,  Wsytand'B  administration, 
when  [ha  ■■  PretldeDt'i  Leree"  took  tbe  place  ot  the  Commencement  sermon.  The  nsoal  praachars 
In  Dr.  Manning's  time  ware  Dr.  StlUman,  of  Boaton,  and  Dr.  Smith,  of  Raverhlll.  Id  later  tlmea 
I>r.  Baldwin  fraqnanU;  preached. 

"It  Is  not  known,"  •ajrsl'oater,  "how  direct  in  agane;  QoTemor  Hopkins  bad  In  securing  Wil- 
liam Goddard  as  Its  publliher;  bntfrom  the  vary  first  laane  of  this  paper,  ontlt  the  very  and  of  the 
UOTeroor's  career,  under  each  one  of  Ita  lucceaalve  publlabara.  bla  share  In  It  was  coDtlnuoua." 
See  Stepbcr  Hopkinr  a  Bhods  laLAHD  SrATEsiUH.    Vol.  2,  p.  18. 
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Act,  everywhere  denounced,  went  into  operation  on  the  Ist  of  Novem- 
ber, 1765.  "  The  fatal  day,"  aays  Arnold,'  "dawned  upon  a  nation 
united  in  their  determination  of  resistance.  Not  a  stamp  was  to  be 
seen.  Everywhere  the  distributors  had  rested,  some  by  force,  and 
others  of  their  own  free  will.  The  wheels  of  every  government  in 
America  were  stopped  at  once.  Commerce  was  crushed,  law  was 
annulled,  juatioe  was  delayed,  even  the  usf^es  of  domestic  life  were  sus- 
pended by  this  anomalous  and  terrible  act.  Not  a  ship  conld  sail,  not 
a  statute  could  be  enforced,  not  a  court  could  sit,  not  even  a  marriage 
take  place,  that  was  not  in  itself  illegal,  so  far  as  the  British  Parliament 
could  make  it  so  ;  for  every  one  of  these  acts  required  the  evidence  of 
stamped  paper  to  establish  its  validity."  Noa-importation  agreements 
were  at  once  entered  into  by  the  leading  merchants  in  America ;  and  a 
combination  for  the  support  of  American  manufactures,  and  to  increase 
the  supply  of  wool,  by  ceasing  to  consume  lamb  or  mutton,  was  soon 
afterwards  formed. 

The  "Forensic  Dispute"  between  Vamum  and  Williams,  on  the 
question  of  American  Independence,  was  also  significant.  Nowhere  in 
tjl  the  cobnies  was  patriotism  earlier  developed  and  more  outspoken 
than  in  Khode  Island.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  Stamp  Act 
had  passed  both  Houses  of  Parliament  and  received  the  royal  approba- 
tion, the  minds  of  both  the  Governor  and  the  people  were  made  up  to 
disregard  its  provisions.  The  officers  appointed  to  superintend  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  were  hanged  in  effigy  at  Newport.  The  cruisers  in 
the  bay  became  subjects  of  popular  jealousy  and  hatred,  on  account  of 
their  scrutiny  and  arrogance.  During  the  summer  of  1765  the  Maid- 
atone  sloop  of  war  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Newport;  impressed  some 
sailors  belonging  to  the  town ;  whereupon  a  mob  seized  a  boat  belong- 
ing to  the  Mcddatone  and  burnt  it  in  a  public  square.  Repeated  inci- 
dents like  this  served  to  array  the  feelings  of  the  people  more  decidedly 
against  the  officers  of  the  Crown.  The  day  before  the  Stamp  Act  was 
to  take  effect,  all  the  royal  governors,  says  Arnold,  with  Fitch  of  Con- 
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neoticat.,  took  the  oath  to  sustain  it.  Samuel  Ward,  "  the  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island,  stood  alone  in  his  patriotic  refus^."'  Organizations 
under  the  name  of  "The  Sons  of  Liberty,"  and  "The  Daughters  of 
Liberty,"  sprung  up  everywhere,  and  meetings  were  held  in  all  the 
towns.  Thus  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  England  gained  ground  from 
day  to  day,  and  popular  demonstrations  for  freedom  became  frequent. 
On  the  19th  of  July,  less  than  two  months  before  Commencement,  the 
British  armed  sloop  Liberty,  Capt.  William  Reid,  which  had  needlessly 
annoyed  all  the  coasting  craft  in  search  of  contraband  traders,  had  been 
boarded  by  a  mob,  dismantled,  scuttled,  and  her  boats  carried  to  the  upper 
end  of  the  town  and  burnt.  This  has  been  justly  claimed  as  among  the 
earliest,  in  point  of  time,  of  the  acts  of  open  resistance  to  British  power, 
which  terminated  in  the  final  separation  of  the  colonies  from  England. 
It  was  followed,  three  years  later,  by  the  destruction  of  the  schooner 
Q-atpee,  when  the  first  blood  was  ahed. 

An  account  of  tbis  memorable  Commencement,  and  especially  of 
the  discussion  of  American  Independence,  which  constitated  the  promi- 
nent feature  of  the  exercises,  was  given  by  the  writer  in  a  paper  read 
before  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Dec.  17,  1883,  and  after^ 
wards  puhUshed  as  a  part  of  Volume  VII.  of  it«  Collections.  The 
manuscript  containing  this  discussion,  and  also  the  orations,  in  the  band- 
writing  of  Charles  Thompson,  the  valedictorian,  came  into  the  writer's 
possession  many  yean  f^,  soon  after  the  publication  of  "  Manning  and 
Brown  Uoiveisity."  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  what  leadii^ 
statesmen  were  slow  to  perceive  and  cautious  to  advance,  even  so  late 
as  1776,  and  1776,  was  clearly  set  forth  in  almost  the  very  aiguments  of 
the  Declabatiok,  by  a  young  Baptist  pupil  of  President  Manning  and 
Tutor  Howell,  as  early  as  1769,  in  the  little  town  of  Warren,  before  a 
crowded  and  approving  audience. 

Mr.  Vamum  presented  in  an  eloquent  and  attractive  manner  the 
arguments  used  by  the  Royalists,  or  Tories,  as  they  were  afterwards 
termed,  for  the  preservation  of  peace.     The  following  extract  from  the 

■  BuwioR'i  HlH<»r  of  the  DntUd  SUtM. 
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closing  part  of  Mr.  Williams'a  address,  illuBtrates  the  views  and  patriotic 
feelings  tiiat  prevailed  in  Rhode  Island  at  this  early  period:  — 

Theii  tiieD!tc«*  might  terrify  wtd  aubjugata  servile,  timid  Aslktioa,  who  p«ace>bl7 
proatrate  their  necks  to  b«  trampled  on  by  every  bold  asurper.  Bnt  my  aadltorB,  70U 
have  not  ao  learned  the  prlDclples  of  liberty.  Yoa  know  liberty  is  our  birthright,  and 
if  tbia  Is  taken  away,  we  may  in  part  adopt  the  language  ot  Iflcah,  "  What  have  we 
moreT"  Besides,  how  nnreaaonable  la  it,  tbMthls  wide  extended  continent,  formed  by 
natare  for  a  kingdom  ot  its  own,  should  pay  homage  to  the  dlmlnatlvs  island  of  Britain, 
but  a  mere  sp«ck  npon  this  huge  globe  ?  I  ha7e,  as  before  obcerved,  no  aversion  to  a 
friendly  alliance,  «  close  union  with  Britain,  provided  we  coald  enjoy  that  liberty 
wlierewith  God  has  made  ns  free.  But  to  purchase  their  friendship  at  bo  dear  a  rate  as 
owning  them  our  masters,  is  worse  titan  madness;  11  la  patricide.  How  could  we 
answer  It  to  the  manesof  onr  ancestors,  should  those  venerable  shades  meet,  accost,  and 
call  aa  to  account  for  snoh  condnct?  How  can  weanswer  it  to  posterity,  who  must  drag 
out  a  painful  Ute  in  slavery?  Nay.  how  shall  we  answer  It  to  oureelves,  when  the  gall- 
ing yoke  of  slavery  beara  heavy  on  our  necks?  On  the  other  hand,  view  the  liberty, 
the  transporting  liberty  of  America.  View  millions  basking  in  Its  beams,  and  gratefully 
acknowledging  their  obligations  to  the  venerable  names  that  now  stand  as  pillars  to 
support  OQr  rights.  View  Amertoa,  the  largest  and  happiest  empire  on  earth,  the  land 
of  liberty,  the  aeat  of  science,  the  refuge  of  religion.  Bnt  my  point  la  gained;  your 
countenances  indicate  the  patriotic  feelings  of  your  breasts,  and  with  one  voice  yon 
declare  that  Amkkica  shall  be  ra.si. 

A  Latin  sheet  or  broadside,  fifteen  by  nineteen  inches,  handsomely 
printed  on  good  stout  paper,  was  circulated  through  the  house.  This 
with  the  Latin  salutatory,  and  a  Latin  syllogistic  dispute,  served  to  give 
the  little  College  a  genuine  academic  flavor,  impressing  Uie  minds  of  the 
hearers,  doubtless,  with  an  appearance  of  superior  learning.  This  cus- 
tom of  distributing  a  Latin  broadside  at  Commencement,  containing,  in 
addition  to  the  names  of  the  Chancellor,  President,  Faculty,  and  Grad- 
uating cbss,  theses  in  Latin  on  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic,  mathemat- 
ics, ph}'sics,  ontology,  pneumatology,  theology,  ethics,  and  politics, 
was  continued  from  year  to  year,  with  slight  changes  or  variations 
until  1795,  when  an  "Order  of  Exercises,"  in  English,  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  programme.    The  Latin  theses,  however,  were  printed 
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and  circulated  in  ootavo  form,  with  the  order  of  ezerciaes,  down  to  nearly 
the  close  of  President  Mesaer's  adiuinifitrfttion.  A  complete  set  of  Uiese 
broadsides,  order  of  exercises,  and  theses,  collected  by  the  writer,  is 
among  the  treasures  of  the  Library  of  the  University.  The  following  is 
the  text  of  the  heading  of  this  first  broadside,  which  we  introduce  as  au 
iUustration  of  "ye  early  days."  The  size  of  our  page  will  not  admit 
of  an  exact  reproduction  of  the  original : ' — 

B  INSTOLRKTIMniO 

Ac  exlmia  virtnte,  doctrlnaqne  otUlasinut  pift«dlto,  Tiro, 

BTEPHANO  HOPKINB,  ABMIGEItO, 

CoUegll  hajnacfl,  Intra  ColODlae  InBUlsA  BhodlensiB  Finea,  CuimIUtIo; 

Admodum  BAverando  aeqne  ae  Honorando  Jacobo  MAMHDta,  PnkMldi, 

Omnibus  artibna  llberollbiis  sclentlisque,  et  pletate  praoslgnl  Induto,  oujni 

«nb  modsTamlnB  BoqnentiB  phi loaophemata  sunt  defendenda ; 

Totia  Caratoribas  et  Boclia  emditfaflimis,  hnjnaca  Academiae  ObserrantisHlmiB ; 

Doctlulmo  paritarqiia  dlgniMlmo  Davidi  Hoell,  e}iiBdein  Seminarli  Tutori ; 

DeniqDB,  omnlbna  desiderio  ■clentfae  offlatii,  ubicnnqne  In  tensrom  orbe,  tam  Boclaa- 

ianunPaHtoribna.qnamRelpDbllcaebenbmerltls,  pa»cipii<nMtToColl«giotaTentlbUB; 

TwnxM  haace  (Nnmlne  fainsto)  Jnvenea,  In  artlboB  InltUti,  defettsnii, 
Jobbthui  Bkltom,  GuLnucuB  Bogxki,  Jacobub  Mrchkl  Vxaxvu, 

JOaBFHDB  EATOM,  BlCKAKDDB  SXTm,  OUUKLHUB  WlLLUHB. 

N.B.  NomlD^lpbabetioa  Cabolub  Thonpson,        SummaobHrvmuia.D.D.D.C.Q. 

diipiMlla  rant. 

Under  the  names  of  the  graduating  class  the  reader  will  notice  the 
following:  —  "N.  B.  Nomina  alphabetice  disposita  sunt."  In  the  older 
colleges  a  different  pracUce  had  prevailed.  In  all  the  Harvard  cata- 
logues previous  to  1773,  says  Sibley,'  the  graduates  in  each  class  are 
arranged,  not  in  alphabetical  order,  but  according  to  their  social  posi- 

■  A  pbotogr^itilc  facsimile  oF  tha  orlgln&l  tbeM  or  broadilde,  whlcb  lervad  ai  >  pTogramme  at 
tblallnt  CoDunencaTDsnt,  waa  pabllabed  In  ths  Mereuryantt  OaietUI.7io.  3}  vblch  m*  ths  offlcial 
organ  of  the  "Bbode  Ulmnd  Days  of  Anld  I^ns  Sine,"  PraTldence  Opera  Honae,  April  eth-lieh, 
UM,  the  aune  being  under  the  aoaplcei  of  the  Colonial  Uamea  and  Daaghters  of  tbe  American 
KcYOlatlon. 

>  Catalog:aea  ol  Harvard  TInlTereit;.   Br  John  Langdon  Sibley.   See  FrocMdlDKl  of  the  Haua- 
ebaHMi  Hiilorlcal  Socletf ,  18U-1MS. 
12 
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tion  or  family  rank.  Judge  Wingate,  writing  to  Librarian  Peirce, 
respecting  the  excitement  which  was  generally  called  ap  when  a  class  in 
college  was  "placed,"  says,  "the  scholars  were  often  enraged  beyond 
bounds  for  their  disappointment,  and  it  was  some  time  before  a  class 
could  be  settled  down  to  an  acquiescence  in  the  allotment."  The 
higher  part  of  the  class,  those  whose  names  came  first  in  the  earlier  cat- 
alogues, generally  had  the  most  influential  friends  ;  and  they  commonly 
had  the  beat  chambers  in  college  assigned  them.  They  also  had  a  right 
to  help  themselves  first  at  the  table  in  commons.  "I  think,"  Judge 
Wingate  concludes,  "that  the  goTemment  of  the  college,  in  my  day, 
was  a  complete  aristocracy."  A  practice  similar  to  this  prevailed  when 
families  were  seated  in  church.  Democratic,  liberty-loTing  Rhode 
Island,  which  had,  in  face  of  the  ecclesiastical  laws  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  touching  the  erection  of  meeting-houses,  been  without  a  house 
of  worship  for  sixty  years,  would  not  be  likely,  in  the  beginnings  of  its 
first  and  only  College,  to  follow  the  aristocratic  rulings  of  Harvard  and 
Yale.  Hence  the  alphabetical  arrangement  thus  publicly  announced. 
The  same  note  appears  in  the  early  Latin  or  triennii^  catal<^ues. 

The  following  brief  biographies  of  the  members  of  this  first  gradua- 
ting class,  may  fitly  close  this  chapter  of  our  history.  Concerning 
Joseph  Belton,  who  heads  the  list  in  the  programme,  we  have  thus 
far  no  definite  information.  Like  many  other  patriotic  young  men  of 
his  time,  he  may  have  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country  and  per* 
ished  in  battle.  He  was  from  Groton,  Connecticut,  and  was  matricu- 
lated, as  appears  from  the  document  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1766.  Joseph  Eaton,  the  next  on 
the  list,  was  also  matriculated  in  November,  1766.  He  was  from  Hope- 
well, New  Jersey,  and  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Eaten,  founder  of 
the  Academy.  In  Edwards's  "  Materials  towards  a  History  of  the  Bap- 
tists of  New  Jersey,"  published  in  1792,  we  find  this  par^raph :  —  "  Mr. 
Eaton's  (Rev.  Isaac)  wife  was  Rebecca  Stout,  by  whom  he  had  mauy 
children  ;  some  died  single ;  hut  Joseph,  David,  and  Pamela,  married 
into  the  families  of  the  Tamers,  Potts,  and  Humphreys,  and  have  raised 
him  eight  grandchildren."    In  the  list  which  Edwards  gives  of  the 
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graduatea  of  Hopevell  Academy,  he  speaks  of  Joseph  Eaton  as  a 
physician  who  practiced  his  profeaaioD,  and  died  some  time  previous  to 
the  year  1790. 

Of  William  Rogeb8,  the  "first  student,"  we  have  already  given  a 
sketch.  His  "  Intermediate  Oration  on  Benevolence "  is  preserved 
among  the  papeia  of  the  valedictorian,  Charles  Thompson.  Our  read- 
ers will  tbiuik  OS  for  giving  it  a  place  in  the  pages  of  the  present 
work: — 

0K1.T10K  ON  Bbvbvolrhcb. 


Wbea  I  look  around,  and  behold  the  amlling  visaga  and  splendid  appearance  of  this 
polite  and  learned  asaembly;  when  Iiaflecton  this ansptclotu  day,  aa  alaoon  the  honor, 
01*  distinguishing  honor,  you  are  pleased  to  conier  on  this  seat  of  the  Unsea,  by  afford- 
ing an  attentive  ear  to  the  broken  accents  of  her  eldest  though  Infant  sons ;  graUtnde 
excites  me  to  applaud  the  noble  prindpla  which  Inspires  yonr  geneioua  minds.  While 
yon  recur  to  the  rapturous  sensations  of  your  own  breasts  to  Jadge  of  the  genuine  ope- 
rations o(  the  subject  contained  in  the  sequel;  I  flatter  myself  you  will  consider  my 
Inexperience  and  youth,  and  make  all  dne  allowance  for  these  disadvantages.  Con- 
vinced that  the  wise  and  unprejudiced  will  receive  with  approbation  the  (eeble  aflorta 
of  an  honest  heart,  I  shall  enter  on  my  agreeable  task,  cheerfully  relying  on  yonr  can- 
dor and  indulgence.  The  subject  to  which  I  would  solicit  your  attention  is  Benevo- 
lence—a  subject  wUch  aCEords  a  prospect  Infinitely  variegated  by  the  tenderest  pro- 
ductions of  a  refined  nature— a  prospect  that  courts  the  attention  and  attracts  tlie 
admlraUoD  of  all  that  are  in  anywise  capable  ot  the  tender  feelings  of  humanity. 

Benevolence  is  that  amiable  virtue  which  prompts  us  to  wish  well,  and  perform  kind 
ofBces  to  others.  Friendship  is  but  the  offspring  of  benevolence,  and  contracts  Its 
views  within  a  narrower  sphere.  But  this  disdaining  to  lie  circumscribed  by  any 
limits,  diffuses  Its  agreeable  Influence  to  the  remotest  comers  of  society.  The  source 
from  whence  this  engaging  virtue  is  derived  Is  heaven  itself.  It  originally  proceeds 
from  the  grand  parent  of  every  species  of  goodness.  The  exalted  nature  of  seraphic 
beings  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  this  agreeable  flame.  It  there  buds  in  eternal  youth.  It 
there  shines  with  growing  splendor,  In  a  soil  peculiarly  calculated  to  cherish  such  a 
divine  prodnctlon.  It  filled  the  lofty  emporium  with  ambrosial  fragrance  only,  until 
divine  manifloence  sowed  the  seeds,  or  rather  transplanted  Benevolence  in  full  maturity 
into  homan  nature.  And  surely  it  was  Infinitely  fit  such  a  generons  plant  should  be 
cnltivated  In  every  soil  productive  of  rational  beings.  But  Lncifer,  in  whom  malice 
against  the  king  of  heaven  had  totally  extinguished  this  celestial  spark,  envying  man's 
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■nperiot  tMeitj,  and  the  poaseaslon  of  that  Inutimabls  Inheritance  which  he  coald 
nerei  hope  to  regain,  made  onedreadtnleffort  toeraseit  (oreveTfiom  the  heart  ot  man; 
and  had  snooeeded  in  hia  foul  design  had  aol  the  seasonable  Inteiposltion  of  a  Bnperlot 
power  defeated  his  Infernal  project. 

This  noble  principle  Is  composed  of  the  more  rational  feelings  of  an  immortal  mind. 
It  towers  above  the  claaaes  of  private  connections,  whether  natural  or  acquired;  and 
considers  man  as  a  social  being,  a  part  of  a  grand  whole,  formed  for  a  reciprocation  of 
Interests;  partaker  of  a  common  nature;  snbject  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  weak, 
delenseless  oonstltatlon ;  and  dependent  on  society  for  mutual  assistance.  It  views 
him  as  not  made  for  himself,  not  independent  of  others ;  and  therefore  prompts  him  to  a 
sensible  regard  tor  the  happiness  of  mankind.  When  anj  scheme  is  projected  for  public 
utility,  with  what  alacrity  does  It  afford  the  best  assistance  I  When  a  friend,  an  ooqn^nt- 
ance,  or  even  a  stranger  is  In  distress,  it  listens  with  profoand  attention  to  the  melting 
strains  of  calamity.  Sympathy  operating.  It  extends  a  geoerons  hand  and  grants  a  kind 
relief.  When  liberty,  the  dearest  property  ot  man  is  invaded,  when  iTranny  advances 
with  menacing  gigantic  strides,  and  threatens  to  trample  under  foot  the  sacred  rights  of 
the  people,  and  erase  the  very  foundation  of  civil  society;  regardless  of  private  happi- 
ness, attentive  to  the  prosperity  of  the  whole,  and  the  fate  of  posterity,  with  what  zeal, 
with  what  vehemence  Is  this  principle  exerted  and  displayed! 

Before  I  dismiss  this  agreeable  subject  I  ranst  beg  liberty  to  observe  that  Bkitbvo- 
tBHCB  sblnes  mostconspicnous  when  it  proposes  the  greatest  pnbUc  utility.  As  the  pur- 
poses of  education,  therefore,  are  the  most  noble  and  perfective  of  onr  rational  nature, 
lam  constrained  to  mention  the  great  obligation  this  infant  Seminary  is  under,  to  many 
gentlemen  in  this  Assembly,  whose  laudable  zeal  lor  the  good  of  society,  has  excited 
them  to  takeit  by  the  hand,  and  conduct  it  through  oppositions  it  must  ot  necessity  have 
met  with  in  its  feeble  state.  Under  your  patronage  it  now  shines  in  gentle  glories ;  and 
we  confidently  trust,  itwillinsomefutureperiod,  tower  with  superior  eminence.  Then 
with  what  deep  felt  Joys,  with  what  pleasing  veneration  will  this  Colony,  will  North 
America  recognize  the  memory  of  Its  first  benefactors. 

Finally,  my  worthy  auditors,  I  may  recommend  this  principle,  as  absolutely  requisite 
to  constitute  the  gentleman,  the  sage,  and  the  Christian ;  as  that  which  fills  the  mind 
with  those  purer  Joys,  which  not  only  bear  a  distant  resemblance  to,  but  In  their  nature 
are  the  same  which  glow  in  the  breasts  of  kindred  spirits  above.  Let  ns  therefore 
catch,  and  as  we  catch,  Increase  the  blaze,  until  it  shall  re-enUndle,  or  rather  burst  oat, 
and  mingle  flames  in  the  pure  element  ot  love. 
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RiCHAED  STTTBS. 

RiCHABD  Stites,  as  bas  iJready  been  stated,  was  the  brother-iD-law 
of  President  Manning,  being  the  youngest  son  of  John  Stites,  Esq., 
mayor  of  Elizabethtown.  He  was  bom  at  Connecticut  Farms  in  1747, 
being  therefoie  twenty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  graduation. 
He  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Hopewell  Academy,  and  matricu- 
lated by  President  Manning,  ou  the  20th  of  June,  1766,  as  his  second 
student.  A  copy  of  his  Latin  salutatory,  which  the  Gazette  states  was 
pronounced  with  much  spirit,  and  procured  him  great  applause  from 
the  learned  part  of  the  assembly,  is  preserved  with  the  other  orations. 
Immediately  after  graduating,  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  and 
on  the  2d  of  May,  1771,  as  appeais  from  the  records,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  practised  in  Elizabethtown.  On  the  12th  of  May, 
1776,  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Dennis,  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, at  that  time  state  treasurer.  Several  months  previous  to  this  he 
had  been  commissioned  as  captain  in  Heard's  brigade,  General  Nathan- 
ael  Greene's  division  of  tie  Continental  Line.  During  the  disastrous 
battle  on  Long  Island,  August  27,  1776,  he  was  severely  wounded,  and 
taken  to  his  home,  where  he  died  a  few  days  afterward.  In  March  fol- 
lowing a  son  was  bom,  Richard  Montgomery  Stites,  who  was  eventually 
placed  in  President  Manning's  care,  and  by  him  fitted  for  college.  He 
\vas  graduated  in  1792,  one  year  after  Manning's  death.  A  grandson 
named  Richard  Montgomery  Stites,  a  civil  engineer  by  profession,  is  now 
living  in  Morristown,  New  Jersey.  To  him  we  are  specially  indebted 
for  these  particulars  respecting  his  ancestor. 

James  Mitchel  Vabnum. 

Jahes  Mitchel  Vabkuh  was  bom  in  Dracut,  Massachusetts,  in 
the  year  1749.  He  was  graduated  therefore  at  the  age  of  twenty. 
While  a  student  at  Cambridge,  he  had  developed  a  remarkable  capacity 
for  learning,  and  although,  as  his  biographer  states,  somewhat  dis- 
sipated in  his  habits,  made  liberal  acquisitions  in  general  knowlec^ 
and  literature.     He  was  especially  attached  .to  mathematical  science 
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and  delighted  in  its  pursuit.  Why  he  should  have  left  the  venerable 
halls  of  Harraid  to  connect  himself  with  the  infant  Seminar^'  at 
Warren,  has  always  seemed  to  many  a  mj^tery.  Perhaps  the  solu* 
tion  of  it  may  be  found  in  Quincy's  History  of  the  University.  In 
April,  1768,  the  author  states,  there  were  serious  disturbances  at  Har- 
vard. Tutora's  windows  were  broken,  other  outrages  were  commit- 
ted, and  lives  even  were  endangered.  Three  under-graduates  were 
expelled,  others  were  rusticated,  and  several  ring-leaders  gave  up 
their  chambers  and  left  the  college.  Mr.  Vamom  may  have  been 
one  of  this  number.  The  date  of  his  admission  at  Warren,  May  23, 
1768,  favors  this  view.  Furthermore,  he  may  have  become  dissatis- 
fied with  the  Senior  instruction  at  Harvard.  President  Holyoke,  who 
had  been  in  office  since  1737,  was  now  an  old  man,  in  his  eightieth 
year,  and  in  feeble  health.  Indeed  he  died  tiie  year  following. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  had  probably  heard  through  Hezekiah  Smith, 
who  was  then  preaching  at  Haverhill  with  wonderful  power  and 
success,  and  was  a  welcome  visitor  at  his  father's  house  in  Dracut, 
of  the  remarkable  gifts  of  President  Manning,  and  of  his  associate 
instructor.  Tutor  Howell. 

After  graduating,  Mr.  Varnum  taught  for  a  while  a  classical  school; 
and  to  this  period  of  his  life  he  ever  afterwards  referred  as  a  season  of 
special  benefit.  In  the  year  1771  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  having 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Oliver  Arnold,  Esq.,  then  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  Colony.  Soon  afterwards,  he  established  himself  in  the 
town  of  East  Greenwich,  where  he  rapidly  rose  to  distinction  in  his 
profession,  his  great  talents  securing  for  him  an  extensive  practice. 
Two  years  previous  to  this  time  he  had  married  a  daughter  of  Cromel 
Child  of  Warren,  whose  acquaintance  he  formed  while  a  student.  The 
following  extract  from  the  "Memoirs  of  Elkanah  Watson,  or  Men  and 
Times  of  the  Revolution,"  presents  a  pleasing  description  of  his  powers 
of  eloquence  at  this  period:  — 

Mr.  Varnnm  wm  one  ol  the  most  emineDt  lewyera  end  dlatlDgnlshecl  oretora  Id  the 
colonies.    I  flrtt  iew  this  learned  end  emlsbte  men  in  ITTl,  when  I  hesrd  him  deliver 
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a  Msaonlo  oration.  Until  that  moment  I  had  formed  no  conception  of  the  power  and 
cbarniB  of  oratory.  I  wa«  lo  deepl;  impresBod.  that  the  effect  of  hia  aplendld  exhibi- 
tion IiaH  remained  lor  forty-eight  years  IndeUhly  fixed  npon  my  mlod.  I  then  com- 
pared bU  mind  to  a  beautifnl  panerre,  from  which  he  was  enabled  to  plaok  the  moat 
gorgeons  and  fanciful  flowen,  In  hla  progreM,  to  enrich  and  embellish  his  subject. 
lATater  would  have  pronounced  him  an  orator,  from  the  TlTld  flashing  of  his  aye,  and 
the  delicate  beauty  of  bis  classic  month. 

Mr.  VarDUm  had  a  decided  taste  for  militaiy  life,  and  in  1774  was 
commaDder  of  the  "Kentish  Guards,"  a  company  which,  from  its 
acquirements  in  military  tactics,  became  the  ntusery  of  many  distin- 
guished officers  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Among  them  may  be 
mentioned  Major  Whitmarsh,  Col.  Christopher  Greene,  and  Rhode 
Island's  greatest  general,  Nathanael  Greene,  who  was  second  only  to 
Washington.  The  prominent  part  which  Vamum  had  taken  in  the 
colonial  controveniy  induced  him,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities, 
to  offer  his  services  to  the  Government.  He  was  at  first  a  colonel  in 
the  American  army,  but  in  February,  1777,  Congress  promoted  him  to 
the  rank  of  brigadiei^neral.  He  continued  in  the  army  several  years, 
and  saw  some  service,  commanding  a  brigade  in  Sullivan's  expedition 
on  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a  good  disciplinarian,  and  invaluable  in 
council.  He  wielded  a  vigorous  pen,  commanding  a  rich  flow  of  elo- 
quence, embellished  by  the  ornaments  and  graces  of  rhetoric. 

While  in  command  at  Taunton,  he  addressed  an  admirable  letter  to 
the  chief  ofBcer  of  the  Hessians  in  Rhode  Island,  and  sent  it  in  by  a 
flag.  The  letter  was  a  transcript  of  his  views  on  the  great  controversy 
with  England,  and  was  considered  an  able  argument  on  the  subject. 
It  was  subsequently  published  in  England,  and  reflected  much  credit 
on  the  author.  In  1779  he  resigned  his  commission,  and  returned  to 
his  former  profession.  The  Legislature,  in  consideration  of  his  national 
ser\'ice3,  and  the  more  effectually  to  secure  them  in  defense  of  the 
State,  elected  him  Majoi^eneral  of  the  militia  of  Rhode  Island,  an 
office  to  which  he  was  annually  re-elected  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  1780  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation, and  i^ain  in  1786.    As  that  body  sat  with  closed  doors,  his 
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voice  could  not  be  heard  by  the  public ;  but  his  name  oft«D  appeals  in 
the  pubUehed  journals  of  the  proceedii^. 

The  great  forensic  effort  of  General  Vamum  was  in  the  celebrated 
case  of  Trevett  against  Weeden,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1786.  The 
General  Assembly,  at  its  May  session,  with  a  wilful  blindness  unparal- 
leled in  the  annals  of  civilization,  had  emitted  the  enormous  sum  of 
.£100,000  in  paper  bills,  making  them  "a  good  and  lawful  tender  for 
the  complete  payment  and  final  discharge  of  all  fines,  forfeitures,  judg- 
ments, and  executions  of  every  kind  and  nature  whatsoever."  It  also 
passed  acts  making  it  criminal  to  refuse  said  lolls  in  exchange  for  arti- 
cles of  merchandise,  and  depriving  their  opponents  of  the  sacred  palla- 
dium of  Britons,  the  trial  by  jury,  and  furthermore  rendering  them, 
even  though  freemen,  ineligible  to  any  ofGce.  In  the  case  referred  to, 
John  Trevett,  of  Newport,  had  purchased  meat  of  John  Weeden,  a 
butcher,  and  t«ndered  to  him  billa  of  the  emission  of  the  May  Beasion 
of  the  Legislature  in  payment ;  which  bills  Weeden  refused.  Whei'e- 
upon  a  complaint  was  made  and  filed,  in  accordance  with  the  acta  of  the 
General  Assembly,  before  Paul  Mumford,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  court  consisted  of  Paul  Mumford,  Chief  Justice,  and 
Joseph  Hazard,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  and  David  Howell,  associates. 
When  the  case  came  up  for  trial,  the  whole  public  was  in  a  state  of 
feverish  excitement.  The  merchant  closed  his  store,  the  farmer  left 
his  fields,  the  mechanic  his  workshop,  and  all  congregated  in  and 
around  the  Court-hotiee  to  await  the  final  issue.  If  the  complaint  was 
sustained,  then  would  they  be  prostrated  in  utter  ruin,  and  the  com- 
merce and  business  of  the  State  be  effectually  destroyed.  Vamum 
proved  himself  equal  to  this  emergency.  By  his  resistless  eloquence  he 
stemmed  the  tide  of  power  and  misrule,  and  successfully  vindicated  the 
claims  of  equity  and  justice.  The  Court  adjudged  that  the  amended 
acts  of  the  Legislature  were  unconstitutional,  and  so  void.  The  tyranny 
of  the  demagogues  was  thus  overthrown,  and  the  State  was  saved. 

In  the  year  1787  General  Vamum  was  appointed  by  Congress  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  in  the  following 
spring  entered  upon  his  duties.    But  disease  had  enfeebled  his  body, 
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and  his  race  was  nearly  run.  He  died  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  on  the  10th 
of  January,  1789,  at  t^e  early  age  of  forty.  His  funeral  was  conducted 
with  great  solemnity  and  respect.  A  long  procession  of  mourners  — 
privatfi  citizens,  civil  and  military  officers,  gentlemen  of  the  Order  o£ 
the  Cincinnati,  and  Free  Masons — followed  his  remains  to  the  grave. 
His  memory  a  yet  fragrant  in  the  annals  of  Rhode  laland. 

A  younger  brother,  Joseph  Bradley  Yamum,  we  may  add,  also  served 
as  brigadier-general  in  the .  war,  and  was  afterwards  prominent  in 
Massachusetts  politics.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  House 
of  Representatives,  and  Council.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  a  member 
of  Congress,  serving  two  terms  as  Speaker  of  the  House ;  and  from 
1811  until  1817  he  was  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  He 
was  also  a  prominent  and  useful  member  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
Dracnt. 

WnjJAM   Williams. 

William  Williams  was  bom  in  Hilltown,  Bucks  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  year  1752.  His  father  emigrated  from  Wales,  and  settied 
in  this  country  as  a  fanner,  accumulating  a  handsome  property.  The 
son  was  fitted  for  college  at  the  Hopewell  Academy.  He  came  to  War- 
ren in  November,  1766,  and  was  the  fourth  atndent  whom  the  President 
matriculated.  In  the  autumn  following  his  graduation  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Col.  Nathan  Miller,  of  Warren.  Mr.  Miller  was  a 
prominent  citizen,  and  in  1786  was  Dr.  Manning's  colleague  as  a  member 
of  the  Continental  Congress.  For  several  years  Mr.  Williams  remained 
in  Warren  and  engaged  in  teaching, — an  employment  for  which  his 
talents  and  inclinations  especially  qualified  him.  During  a  revival  of 
religion  under  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Thompson,  Manning's  successor  in 
the  pastorate,  he  was  converted,  and  in  September,  1771,  was  baptized 
by  his  classmate  and  received  as  a  member  of  the  church.  In  the  year 
1778  he  removed  with  hia  family  to  Wrentham,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  opened  an  academy,  which  soon  attained  to  high  distinction  among 
the  literary  institutions  of  that  day.  He  is  supposed  to  have  had  under 
his  care  nearly  two  hundred  youth,  about  eighty  of  whom  he  fitted  for 
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his  Alma  Mater.  Not  a  few  of  these  became  distinguished  in  profes- 
sional and  politicalllfe ;  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Maxcy,  successor  to  Manning ;  the  Hon.  David  R.  Williams,  Gtovemor 
of  South  Carolina;  and  the  Hon.  Tiistam  Barges,  LL. D.,  Professor 
•of  Oratory  and  Belles-lettres  in  Brown  University,  and  for  many  years 
-a  distinguished  Representative  in  Congress.  Mr.  Williams  also  con- 
duDted  the  theological  studies  of  young  men  with  a  view  to  their  enter- 
ing the  ministry.'  On  the  3d  of  July,  17T6,  he  was  publicly  ordained 
as  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  ia  Wrentham,  — an  office  which  he  held 
for  nearly  half  a  century.  Though  strictly  evangelical  in  his  doctrines, 
he  was  not  r^arded  as  a  popular  preacher.  Quite  a  number  of  his  early 
manuscript  sermons  are  among  the  archives  of  the  College  Ubrary.  They 
are  written  in  a  plain,  legible  band,  and  exhibit  marks  of  careful  prep- 
aration. Mr.  Williams,  says  his  biographer, '  "  was  not  a  man  greatly 
to  attract  or  impress  the  multitude  in  any  way,  but  by  a  steady  course  of 
enlightened  and  Christian  activity,  he  accomplished  an  amount  of  good 
for  his  denomination,  which  fairly  entitles  him  to  a  place  among  its  more 
distinguished  benefactors.  He  diffused  a  spirit  of  improvement,  a  love 
of  intellectual  culture,  throughout  the  circle  in  which  he  moved,  and  no 
doubt  his  influence  will  continue,  and  find  new  channels  through  which 
to  flow  down  to  posterity,  long  after  the  last  of  his  surviving  contempo- 
raries shall  have  passed  away." 

Mr.  Williams  continued  to  be  engaged  as  teacher  and  preacher  until 
the  close  of  life.  From  1789  until  1818,  a  period  of  twenty-nine  years, 
he  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Board  of  Fellows  of  the  College.  He 
was  present  in  1804,  when  the  name  of  the  College  was  changed  to 
Brown  University.  During  the  war,  when  the  College  building  was 
occupied  as  a  barrack  for  the  milit^,  and  afterwards  as  a  hospital  for  the 
French  troops,  the  library  was  removed  to  Wrentham  and  placed  in  his 
keeping.  Messrs.  Smith,  Stillman,  Baldwin,  Gammell,  and  other 
Baptist  ministers  were  frequent  visitors  at  his  hospitable  home  on  their 


•  RsT,  Dr.  Abt>l  Fliher.    See  Sprigne's  Annali  ol  tbe  Anurlcan  Pnlpit,  V< 
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way  to  and  from  Providence.  In  his  diary,  under  date  of  Friday,  July 
10,  1772,  Mr.  Smith  writes  :  —  "  Went  at  Mr.  WilliamB's  requeat  to 
Wrentham  to  hear  his  soholars  examined  and  pronounce  their  orations." 
In  1785  the  Warren  Association  held  its  sessions  in  hia  meeting-house, 
and  again  in  1802.  He  died  on  the  22d  of  September,  1823,  aged 
about  seventy-one  years. 

A  daughter  of  Mr.  WUliams  died  in  Wrentiiam,  in  1867,  at  the 
advanced  ^e  of  ninety.  In  her  last  moments  she  enjoined  it  upon  those 
around  her  to  see  timi  her  father's  pine  table  was  given  in  charge  to  Samuel 
Warner,  Esq.,  for  Brovm  University.  This  belonged  to  her  father  when 
he  was  a  student  at  Warren.  Its  capacious  drawer,  he  used  playfully  to 
remark,  contained  all  the  books  that  belonged  to  the  College  during  the 
six  years  that  it  was  located  in  that  town.  The  table  is  now  kept  as  a 
precious  memento  on  the  third  floor  of  Uie  new  Library  Building.  The 
contrast  between  it  and  its  surroundings  is  striking  and  very  suggmtive. 

We  append  to  this  brief  sketch  a  copy  of  Mr.  Williams's  "parchment," 
which  is  carefully  preserved  among  the  archives.  It  differs  from  Presi- 
dent Manning's  "  parchment"  as  given  in  the  previous  chapter :  — 

Onutlbiu  ad  qno*  pisAMUtM  lAteta*  perran«riat  aalnMm.  Notum  ait  qaod  CoUecli 
in  AngUcanft  Bhodlomm  ProvlddtttiMiuinqae  Colonla  inter  Nov .  Augloa  In  America  Socl- 
ommOrdoGuUelmo  WilliamaJnvBuiproboet  IngenuOiin  omnibus  Hum»nltMla  Llter*- 
rumqne  StndliB  in  noitn  Academic  Inatinito,  at  Examine  snffloiente  previo  approbato 
Baccalaaiei  Oradnm  deererlt,  pnbliols  in  Comitiia  apod  Wamn  in  Colonia  sapradlcta 
haUtia  Die  Beptlmo  Beptembria  Annoq[na  Domini  Hillaalmo  Septingenteaaimo  Sexages- 
■Imo  Mono.  In  Cnjoa  R«i  TMtimoninm  SigiUnm  Collegil  Iiuio  Hembranae  afflxum  Nom- 
inaqne  noatr*  rabacripta  annt. 

Jacobus  HAmtnia,  Praeti*. 

David  Hobll,  Phil,,  Prof. 

Tbomab  BTmxa,  Beerttariia. 


Chables  Thompson. 

Cha£LBS  Thompson,  the  valedictorian  of  the  class,  was  bom  in 
Amwell,  Kew  Jersey,  April  14, 1748.     He,  too,  was  fitted  for  collie  at 
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the  Hopewell  Academy,  coming  to  Warren  with  Belton,  Eaton,  and 
Williams,  and  being  matriculated  with  them  in  November,  1766.  Having 
the  ministry  in  view  and  being  of  age,  he  commenced  preaching  while 
a  student.  When  the  College  was  removed  to  Providence,  President 
Manning  was  persuaded  to  remove  also  with  his  undergraduatM.  This 
was  in  May,  1770.  In  the  autumn  following,  Mr.  Thompson  was  called 
to  preach  at  Warren  as  a  candidate  for  settlement.  The  year  following 
he  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church.^  About  this  time  he  mai^ 
ried  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  Child,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
town. 

A  great  blessing  attended  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Thompson,  so  that 
during  the  four  years  of  his  pastorate  the  membership  of  the  church 
was  nearly  doubled.  But  when  the  War  of  the  Revolution  broke  out, 
its  sad  effects  were  specially  visible  among  his  people.  He  was  at  once 
appointed  a  chaplain  in  the  American  army,  which  office  he  held  till 
1778,  a  period  of  three  years.  While  at  home  on  a  visit,  the  English 
troops  came  up  to  Warren,  and  on  the  morning  of  May  26, 1778,  burned 
the  meeting-house,  parson^e,  arsenal,  and  several  private  dwellings, 
and  carried  away  Mr.  Thompson  as  a  prisoner.  He  was  confined  at 
Newport;  but  in  about  a  month  was  released,  by  what  means  he 
never  knew.  He  afterwards  preached  at  Ashford,  Connecticut,  until 
1773,  when  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  Swansea.  During  his 
ministr}'  of  twenty-three  yeaiB  at  this  latter  place,  there  were  several 
extensive  revivals  of  religion :  one  immediately  after  his  settlement,  when 

'  The  foUowtDg  uconst  of  bii  ordliutloD  Is  taken  from  tbe  TVovCdenne  GattUt  for  Jul;  S,  ITTl. 
FreeldeDt  Kanning,  It  will  be  obserred,  took  no  put  In  tbe  exercleea.  For  eoma  yean  there  m*  a 
coolneee  on  the  part  of  the  chnrch  toward  Mm  beoaaae  ot  hli  deolilOD  to  go  with  the  Coll^ie  to 

■<  On  Wedaeadar  lait  (Jal;  3)  waa  ordained  to  the  work  of  tbe  minlstr;  at  Warren  In  Brlitol 
County,  by  tbe  unanimous  choice  of  tbe  Baptist  chnrcb  and  congregation  In  that  town,  the  Ber. 
Charles  ThompaoD,  A.B.,  the  flral  BOD  of  Bhode  laland  College  (hat  haa  yet  engaged  In  tha  sacred  office. 
KOT.  Ebeneier  Hinds,  of  Hiddleboroagh,  began  tbe  lolenuilly  with  prayer,  and  preached  an  excel- 
lent sermon  on  tbe  occasion  to  a  polite  and  oroKded  auditory,  from  2  Tlm„  2i  U  :  ■  Btady  to  show 
tbirself  approved  unto  God,  a  workmaa  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rigbtly  dlrldlng  the  word 
of  truth.'  Rer.  Noah  Alden,  of  BeUlngbam.  dellTered  the  charge,  Mr.  Hinds  gare  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  and  Mr.  Alden  concluded  with  prayer.  Tlia  whole  was  conducted  with  that  solemnity 
and  order  which  tbe  Importance  of  the  occasion  demanded,  and  aSotded  the  highest  aa  ~ 
every  one  present,  particularly  to  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  College." 


,,Google 


ne&-ne».  and  manning.  101 

fleventy-five  persons  were  baptized  and  added  to  the  church ;  one  in  1789, 
vhen  fifty  persona  were  baptized ;  and  a  thiid  in  1800,  of  stUl  greater 
extent,  which  resulted  in  the  admission  to  the  church  of  a  hundred  new 
membeis.  He  died  in  Charlton,  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts,  on 
the  4th  of  May,  1808,  in  the  full  confidence  of  passing  to  a  better  world. 
In  consequence  of  the  poverty  and  distinctions  of  the  times  his  pecuniary 
support  was  small,  so  that  he  was  ohl^ed  to  labor  with  his  own  hands, 
keep  store,  and  instruct  scholars,  in  order  to  obtain  a  living  for  himself 
and  family. 

"Mr.  Thompson,"  says  his  biographer,'  "was  tall,  spare,  and  of  a 
fine  figure.  The  ezpressionof  his  countenance  was  indicative  at  once  of 
a  vigorous  intellect,  and  an  amiable  disposition.  He  placed  a  high 
value  upon  time,  and  improved  all  bis  boms  to  good  purpose.  In  his 
family,  and  in  the  church,  he  was  a  model  both  of  kindness  and  firm- 
ness. As  a  preacher  he  held  a  very  high  rank.  He  had  a  voice  of  great 
compass,  and  ite  tones  were  sweet  and  comnuuiding.  He  had  great 
depth  and  tenderness  of  feeling,  and  he  often  wept  with  his  people,  wbUe 
be  occasionally  addressed  them  in  a  voice  of  tJiunder.  His  sermons 
were  carefully  studied,  and  sometimes  written,  but  his  manuscript  was 
never  seen  in  the  pulpit,  and  his  language  was  generally  such  as  was 
supplied  to  bim  at  the  moment.  He  had  a  deep  sense  of  his  responsi- 
bility, and  feared  not  to  proclaim,  in  all  fideUty,  the  whole  counsel  of 
God.  The  cburcb  he  fed  with  the  bread  of  life,  so  that  under  his  minis- 
try they  were  instructed  and  rendered  boly. 

"  He  was  also  very  successful  in  the  instruction  of  youth,  being  fully 
master  of  eveiything  which  he  attempted  to  teach.  He  may  indeed  be 
regarded  as  having  been  an  accomplished  scholar,  as  well  as  a  devout 
Christian,  and  an  able  and  a  successful  preacher.  Such  talents  as  he 
possessed  could  not  be  hid ;  he  was  often  called  upon  to  preach  on  pub- 
lic occasions,  and  multitudes,  besides  the  people  of  his  own  particular 
church,  were  benefited  by  his  faithful  labors.  At  his  death,  well  might 
it  be  said,  'A  great  man  has  fallen  in  Israel.' " 
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The  original  of  Mr.  Thompson's  valedictory  address,  in  his  own 
handwriting,  was  presented  to  the  writer  some  thirty  years  ago  by  Miss 
Louisa  H.  Thompson,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  B.  Thompson,  grand- 
daughter of  Doot.  William  Thompson,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Rev. 
Charles  Thompson,  the  author.  They  all  resided  in  Warren,  the  latter, 
as  has  already  been  stated,  having  been  for  four  years  pastor  of  the 
church.  The  subject  of  the  Oration,  it  will  be  observed,  is  "The 
OrAtorial  Abt,"  of  which  President  Manning's  entire  professional 
life  was  a  happy  illostration.  Manning  himself  was  a  splendid  pulpit 
orator,  and  taught  oratory  both  in  his  Latin  School  and  in  the  College. 
It  was  in  view  of  this  fact,  doubtless,  that  the  first  Professorship,  founded 
by  the  Hrfn.  Nicholas  Brown,  when  the  College  received  its  present 
name,  was  a  '*  Professorship  of  Oratory  and  Belles-lettres." 

THOMFSON'B  TALBDICTOEY  ASDBKBS. 
"Tub  Okatokul  Abt." 

To  gtktlfy  and  procure  the  tsTOr  of  aa  sudieno*,  »t  onoa  io  iwpeoUbla  uid  camdid 
u  I  li»Te  the  honoi  now  to  addreu,  will  be  mcknowledged  by  »11  to  b«  the  tMlonal  amb^ 
tion  of  »  benevolent  heart.  It  will  theiefore  be  nDnecesawry  to  infoTin  you,  that  I  feel 
an  increaalng  aidoT  to  entertain  in  the  moat  agreeable  maDner  tbii  aMembly,  whos* 
cbaraetera  demand  venetation  and  eetsem,  no  lesa  than  their  conntenancaa  promUa 
that  candor  and  indulgence  which  reaaon  pleada  for  on  the  present  occaaioo. 

Ton  are  not  ignorant,  Kenllemen,  that  a  flniihed  composition  la  the  production  only 
olalongaeriaaofatadiea,  Joined  to  a  continual  exerciae  in  that  hiancbol  learning;, 
neither  of  which  ia  compatible  with  the  ahort  tlma  of  our  academic  conraa,  mostlj 
taken  up  aa  it  ia  in  attention  to  the  languagea,  arts,  and  sciences  requisite  to  lay  a 
foundation  for  (bis.  On  the  other  hand,  the  few  acoompltahed  speakers  who  bava 
graced  the  desk,  the  Senate,  House,  and  bai,  will  naturally  suggest  to  yon  the  almoat 
unsuTmoDntable  difficulties  that  attend  a  tolerable  degree  of  perfection  therein,  aven 
where  the  Parent  of  Nature  has  laid  a  foundation  in  the  gift  of  a  happy  genius.  Tb*a« 
things  being  duly  weighed,  I  promise  myself  your  benerolent  attention  to  thla  my 
inunatnte  and  juTenile  ezliibitton,  relying  that  the  goodness  of  my  subject  a»d  wall 
meant  effort  will  in  a  great  measure,  If  not  entirely,  atone  for  my  want  of  ability  and 
Injudicious  execution.  The  sabjeot  upon  which  I  would  glance,  byway  of  Introduction 
to  the  part  asalgned  me  by  the  Bev.  President,  in  the  exercises  of  this  day,  is  of  supa- 
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rlor  moniADt,  ftud  has  conasqaoDtly  had,  not  only  tbe  eulogies  of  tbe  wiB«  and  the 
loamed  from  ago  to  age,  but  can  boast  of  teats  as  glorious  M  any  of  the  whole  drcte 
ol  the  arts  and  scieneeH.  Attar  this  hint  need  I  tell  yon,  I  mean  the  O&atobul  Akt, 
oi  that  lirealatlble  energy  accompanying  tmth  delivered  by  men  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  tbe  hnman  heart,  and  those  springs  ol  actiou  the  passtona  of  human  nature,  to- 
gether irlth  tbe  avenues  that  lead  to  them,  and  tho  means  of  awakening  and  exciting 
tbem  In  the  most  affeotnal  manner. 

This  truly  usefnl  and  popnlar  art  Is  by  no  meana  to  bs  considered  Independent  of,  or 
detached  from  the  other  parts  of  liberal  learning,  but  In  a  close  connection  irith  every 
braQch  of  polite  emdltlon,  or  rather  aa  the  collected  force  and  perfection  of  them  all. 
For  though  logic,  mathematics,  metaphysics  and  philosophy  furnish  knowledge  for, 
and  add  atrangtb  to,  the  mind,  yet  these  are  rather  calculated  for  entert^nment  in 
aolltnde,  and,  separate  from  a  proper  method  of  communicating  our  ideas,  would  be 
as  Bupcrfluons  to  society  as  elaborate  volumes  on  those  different  subjects  In  a  language 
perfectly  unintelligible.  Han  was  formed  for  society,  and  Is  consequently  furnished 
with  organs  by  which  to  communicate  his  thoughts  \t6  others,  and  enable  them  to 
receive  advantage  from  hia  researches ;  but,  aa  a  bare  representation  ol  our  ideas  by 
those  terms  stipulated  to  stand  for  them  Is  found  Inadequate  to  this  end,  the  great 
Author  of  Katnre,  to  remedy  this  defect,  has  furnished  ua  with  a  variety  ot  tones, 
looks,  and  gestures,  which,  by  the  help  of  the  living  voloe,  render  the  speaker's  heart 
transparent,  and  enable  him  to  print  his  own  ideas  on  the  hearer's  mind  in  the  most 
Indelible  characters. 

To  undertake  an  enumeration  of  the  rales  ot  this  art,  or  to  point  ont  the  means  by 
which  we  may  arrive  at  a  competent  acquaintance  therewith,  had  I  tbe  ability,  would 
tar  exceed  the  brevity  of  my  present  design.  Let  It  sufllce,  then,  to  evince  by  a  few 
const  derations,  that  Oratory  may  with  Justice  be  styled  the  mistress  of  the  arts,  and 
therefore  merits  the  most  vigorous  pursuits  of  those  ambitious  of  honor.  Amongst 
thealmoetlnfinlte  variety  of  animals  which  surround  this  globe,  the  power  ot  speech 
is  granted  to  none  but  man.  It  is  higbly  reasonable,  therefore,  to  conclude  that  this, 
In  conjunction  with  his  soul,  Is  characteristic  of  his  superior  dignity.  Consequently 
to  rate  this  prerogative  high,  and  carry  It  to  the  greatest  pertsctlon  possible.  Is  alto- 
gether rational.  The  more  It  Is  cultivated  and  perfected,  the  more  we  exceed  the 
brutal  world,  and  approach  those  blessed  beings  who  communicate  their  knowledge 
with  Infinite  Intuitive  rapidity  and  ease. 

But  in  tbe  illnatratlon  ot  this  proposition,  I  shall  principally  confine  myself  to  those 
nnspeakable  advantages  with  which  It  Is  and  ever  has  bean  attended.  In  doing  which 
I  must  lead  your  minds  back  to  those  great  originals  of  Greece  and  Itome ;  tor  a  mod- 
erate acquaintance  with  those  ancient  republics  will  at  once  demonstrate  how  highly 
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they  rMed  the  tklent  of  speaking  veil.  It  wu  the  grand  object  In  view  In  theii  public 
edncations;  therefore  thelT  yontb  were  put  nndet  the  tuition  at  the  ablest  maatere, 
who,  togethei  with  teaching  them  the  rules,  might  exhibit  practical  Ioibohb,  bj  pro- 
nonncingbefore  their  pupils;— amethod  more  effectual  than  all  the  rules  In  the  world 
to  teach  an  art,  which  priDcipally  consiated  of  a  due  management  of  the  voice,  counte- 
nance, and  gestures  of  the  body.  This,  together  with  the  repeated  corrections  of  those 
Judicious  doctors,  both  guarded  them  against  contracting  vicious  habits  ol  pronuncia- 
tion, and  enabled  them  to  renounce  those  already  contracted.  Neither  was  it  deemed 
sufficient  to  have  studied  and  declaimed  under  one  master  only,  although  the  most 
skilful  of  the  age.  And  this,  doubt  not,  was  of  unknown  advantage,  both  to  Demos- 
thenes and  Cicero,  in  forming  them  for  those  exalted  spheres  In  which  they  afterwards 
moved. 

Oh  t  could  you  but  for  a  moment  transport  youiselves  to  Athens,  and  in  imaginatioa 
there  behold  that  oracle  ol  Greece,  that  prince  of  orators  ascend  the  roatmm,  sur- 
rounded by  the  gaping  maltitnde;  could  you  hear  the  terrific  thunder  of  his  voice,  and 
see  the  light  flash  from  either  eye,  while  all  the  members  of  his  agitated  body  proclaim 
the  huge  emotions  of  Iiis  mind ;  could  you  hear  him  discharge  those  thundering  volleys 
of  exe4:ration  on  the  devoted  head  of  an  usurping  Philip,  that  invader  of  Oreoian  lib- 
erty.—  Anon  he  bursts  upon  his  andlence  like  a  hurricane.  By  his  moving  flgnres  he 
storms  their  very  hearts,  and  paints  their  dangers  in  such  striking  colors,  as  throws 
the  theatre  into  consIernaUon  and  transpoTt,  Impatient  to  snatch  their  arms,  resist, 
flght,  bleed,  conquer.  Cunid  you,  I  say,  for  once  be  admitted  to  enoh  an  Interriew, 
yon  would  cease  to  wonder  at  the  prodigious  inSuence  of  that  renowned  patriot  over 
his  fallow  dtlsens ;  — for  his  eloquence  had  gained  him  universal  empire  over  the 
hearts  of  his  auditors,  so  that  he  could  with  equal  ease  lead  them  on  ardent  and 
intrigued  to  the  most  hacardous  enterprises,  or  recall  them  from  prosecuting  ill  con- 
certed schemes.  It  was  this  which  caused  Antlpater,  Alexander's  successor,  to  say, 
that  bnt  for  Demosthenes,  he  had  taken  Athens  with  less  difficulty  than  Thebes ;  and 
that  his  powerful  words  had  done  more  towards  disconcerting  his  designs,  than  the 
moat  formidable  army  without  them;  a  declaration  similar  to  this  averring  that 
Demosthenes  was  the  only  enemy  he  had  at  Athens.  From  which  we  see,  that  those 
powertal  enemies  deemed  his  eloqnenoe  a  more  certain  defense  for  his  country  than 
brasen  walls.  And  may  we  not  with  propriety  conclude,  that  had  there  been  a  succes- 
sion of  Demosthenes,  Athens  had  remained  until  now. 

But  I  must  leave  this  native  land  of  science,  this  university  of  the  world,  and  pay  a 
visit  to  bar  rival  sister  Italy,  where  the  arts  were  imported  from  Greece,  and  which 
was  DO  less  Indebted  to  this  guardian  genius  for  bar  grandeur  and  imperial  dignity. 
What  but  polite  literature,  of  which  my  theme  Is  a  principal  ingredient,  raised  Borne 
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fiom  k  troop  of  ahspherds  accldenUlly  packed  together  upon  the  bMika  ol  th*  TilMT,  to 
that  height,  that  smnmlt  ol  glory  and  renown,  and  l^equeathed  hat  th«  appellation  of 
miatreBS  of  the  world,  holding  even  Britain  an  obMnite  provluM  ol  Ita  wide  extended 
empire  1  This  Und  of  liberty  (for  arte  and  sciences  flouTlih  in  no  other  soil),  prodnoed 
an  exabeiant  crop  of  oiatoia,  who  stood  u  so  many  Imlwatks  to  defend  the  lacred  pal- 
ladinmof  Bonum  liberal  — amongst  whom  the  Immortal  Cioero  ahons  as  the  moon 
amidst  the  lesser  etare :  whose  superior  talents  were  so  repeatedly  and  successfully 
employed  in  the  Forum,  as  well  for  the  defence  of  bis  friends,  aa  agalnBt  the  common 
pests  of  society,  endeavoring  to  emperil  the  State  In  civil  discord,  that  they  might 
climb  to  empire  on  its  rains.  How  did  he  marshal  all  his  foreeB  against  a  daring 
Catiline,  a  wicked  Clodios,  and  an  ambltloas  Cnsar,  and  by  his  energeClo  eloqaence, 
like  an  overwhelming  flood,  sweep  among  the  combined  enemies  of  the  State,  ot  like 
a  wide  expansive  conflagration  bum  ap  their  best  concerted  meaanres,  that  he  might 
leave  Rome  free  I  Hore  than  once  did  bis  powerfnl  voice  snatoh  Home  from  the  Jaws 
of  destruction. — As  a  recompense  for  which  he  wore  the  highest  honors  of  the  State, 
and  that  at  a  tUna  when  other  young  gentlemen  Just  began  to  enter  upon  public  life. 

Time  would  fall  me  to  enumerate  the  long  list  of  great  orators  who  were  so  many  plU 
lars  to  support  their  respective  oommonwealths,  and  whose  fame  will  only  be  exlin> 
gulshed  with  the  stars.  After  what  haa  been  said  I  have  time  only  to  mention  oar 
Btltlsti  worthies  who  have  shone  in  this  way ;  for  nothwithstanding  our  general  inat- 
tentioa  to  speaking,  there  are  and  have  beenlnatances  amongus,though  rare,  ot  heroes, 
who,  by  the  force  of  good  eloquence,  have  successfully  served  both  church  and  state. 
Would  it  not  trespass  on  your  patience,  I  could  instance  a  British  Hiniater,  who,  by 
availing  himself  of  this  power,  and  employing  it  in  his  country's  cause,  from  oomparatlva 
obscurity  raised  bimaelt  in  a  (ew  years  to  the  first  honors  of  the  State,  became  the  idol 
of  the  people,  and  by  tbe  power  ol  his  voice  made  distant  thrones  tremble.  Need  I  tell 
yon  that  the  heralds  ot  Ufe  wbo  have  been  happy  in  this  talent,  have  by  turns,  with 
■ncli  energy  and  force  of  expression,  painted  the  joys  of  heaven  and  the  horrors  ot  the 
Infernal  world  as  to  enrapture  and  transport  their  audience  on  the  one  hand,  while  on 
the  other,  their  voice  like  peals  of  thunder  assail  the  astonished  ear  and  their  words, 
quick  as  lightning,  pleroe  their  Inmost  souls,  piodocing  a  momentary  conviction,  by 
snoh  striking  representations  of  virtue  and  vice,  as  force  even  the  vicious  to  revere  the 
former  and  insome  measure  bate  the  latter.  In  short,  that  honor  and  promotion  ate 
sure'  to  attend  but  a  moderate  profldency  therein,  need  no  other  proof  than  an  acquaint- 
ance with  facts,  which  are  Incontestable.  So  that  this  may  be  Justly  esteemed  tbe  most 
eSsctnal  meana  of  extensive  utility,  as  well  as  the  most  certain  road  to  preferment ; 
than  which  what  other  arguments  can  be  conceived  necessary  to  engage  persons  ot  all 
characters  to  admire  and  puisne  It. 
U 
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But  flnolly,  U  there  should  be  any  in  this  BMemblf  so  rude  in  knowledge,  bo  nnac- 
quainted  with  human  nature,  aa  to  imagine  that  thta  art  waa  tanght  and  practised  aa  an 
engine  to  desttoy  the  (oree  of  reaaon,  to  subject  mankind  to  the  tTrumy  ot  passion,  and 
enable  wicked  designing  men  moreeffectuallyto  pnt  into  ezeontlon  their  mischievous 
designs,  tbey  cannot  be  Judged  worth;  a  aerlons  refutation.  Tha  Judicious  knows  It 
only  offers  itself  a  handmaid  to  reason,  and  presnppoeea  the  application  of  sober  reason- 
ing to  tbe  intellect ;  that  the  constituent  qoaltflcaUona  of  an  orator  will  not  admit  such 
an  abuse  of  it ;  and  that  mankind  in  their  present  state  are  so  much  mure  powerfully 
affected  by  their  eyes  and  ears,  than  by  any  dispassionate  application  to  the  under- 
standing only,  as  to  render  it  ot  the  least  Importance.  It  would  require  no  exertion  ot 
genlns  to  prove  this  by  the  most  convincing  argumants,  did  not  my  time  and  your 
patience  reqnlre  that  I  should  close  the  part  assigned  me  by  taking  an  affectionate  leave 
ot  this  respectable  aadienue. 

And  Qrst  of  ail,  to  you,  honored  sir,  with  thoHs  other  active  membnrs  of  the  Corpora- 
atlon  of  Rhode  Island  College,  as  well  Trustees  oa  Fellows,  our  cordial  gratitude  and 
thanks  are  dne  lor  your  disinterested  and  early  attention  to  the  founding  and  endowing 
this  seat  of  learning,  where,  under  yonr  patronage,  we  have  been  favored  with  access  to 
the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  and  with  delight  have  tasted  those  intellectual  pleasures 
which  they  abundantly  afford.  Permit  us  Incessantly  to  pray,  that  your  endeavors  to 
promote  and  perfect  this  laudable  design,  may  meat  with  abundant  success,  and  that 
these  in  company  with  your  other  benevolent  actions,  may  fallow  you,  where  they  shall 
meet  tbe  rewords  of  your  benevolence.  Gentlemen,  in  the  naiae  of  my  class,  I  bid  you 
farewell. 

Reverend  Sir;  Tbe  tender  and  parental  concern  you  have  manifested  In  forming 
onr  morals,  both  tor  our  present  and  future  happiness,  tbe  unremitted  attention  to  the 
Dteans  of  onr  Improvement,  together  with  other  peculiar  favors  conferred  on  us,  attach 
us  to  your  person  and  interest  by  all  the  ties  ot  humanity.  We  beg  leave,  therefore,  in 
this  public  manner  to  present  you  onr  most  humble  acknowledgments,  and  though  they 
compose  an  Inadaqnate  offering,  yet  you  will  please  accept  them,  as  a  sure  token  ot  the 
deep  felt  sense  of  our  many  obligations.  The  thought  ot  removing  from  under  yonr 
paternal  inspection  fills  onr  hearts  with  pungent  sorrow.  But  since  this  day  is  about 
to  effect  it,  you  will  allow  us  to  supplicate  tbe  Father  of  all  Consolation,  to  communicate 
all  necessary  supplies,  that  your  vigorous  efforts  for  the  good  ot  society  may  be  crowned 
with  abundant  success,  and  yourself  reap  the  rich  reward  of  your  virtue.  BevoTend 
Sir,  we  bid  you  an  affectionate  larewell. 

To  you,  our  worthy  and  respected  Tutor,  we  next  present  our  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments and  unfeigned  thanks,  for  the  many  signal  expressions  of  yonr  affection,  but 
principally  tor  your  indefatigable  and  assiduous  Attachment  to  our  improvement  in 
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luelul  sciences.  The  many  Inexpresalblo  favors  Teceired  from  you  Id  this  way,  have 
randered  and  ever  will  render  ;oai  memory  deur  to  us.  For  ancoeis  in  your  present- 
Uudable  employment,  and  that  you  may  largely  shore  the  rewards  of  yonr  every  vir- 
tnons  and  benevolent  action,  is  our  hearty  desire,  while  we  hid  you  farewell. 

To  use  argnmenta  to  stimulate  you,  my  fellow  stadents  who  have  not  yet  completed 
yonr  education,  In  the  panuit  of  knowledgs,  would  be  a  superBuons  labor,  since  you 
have  already  tasted  Iti  delectable  sweets  and  drunk  at  the  nncorrupted  fountains  of 
antiquity.  The  ardor  apparent  hy  your  conduct.  In  the  pursuit  of  truth,  promises,  nay 
aasnrea  you  aacceu.  And  if  from  our  abort  experience  we  may  be  allowed  to  Judge, 
we  promise  you  Inoreaaing  pleasure  through  every  step  of  your  sateutiQo  Journey. 
'With  ardent  wishes  for  your  prosperity,  we  ttld  yon  adieu. 

Neither  are  we  wanting  In  gratitude  to  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  town,  for 
your  humane  and  courteous  treatment  dnting  the  time  of  our  residence  amongst  yon. 
With  Ineltable  pleasure  shall  we  remember  our  connections  In  Warren  when  far 
removed  from  hence.  And  as  we  are  now  about  to  leave  you,  in  the  name  of  my  class 
I  bid  you  farewell. 

The  lingular  honor  conferred  upon  ns,  by  the  generous  attendance  of  this  polite  and 
learned  assembly,  rendered  more  brilliant  hy  that  dignity  and  lustre  whloh  aparkle 
bom  the  modest  fair,  excite  na  to  retnm  our  thank*  while  we  take  our  leave  of  you. 

And  must  this  day  dissolve  that  society,  that  amicable  aootety,  which  for  years  has 
Bubslsted  in  this  place?  Hnst  we  now,  my  dear  classmates,  launch  out  into  the  world, 
and  enter  upon  our  new  untried  scenes,  where,  unaaslsted  by  each  other's  counsel,  we 
mnat  shift  as  we  can  on  the  rude  sea  of  life?  How  painful  the  thougbtl  How  Intol- 
erable! Perhaps  never  more  to  see  the  faces  of  the  persona  who  compose  the  greatest 
Joys  of  our  life.  What  do  Inot  fselfor  to-morrowl  I  con  readily  excuse  a  tear,  and 
should  be  stupid  if  I  did  not  echo  a  aigh  for  the  past  aoenas  of  pleasure  and  mental 
delight  through  which,  hand  In  hand,  we  have  walked.  Now  all  rise  fresh  to  view  and 
painfully  augment  the  pangs  ol  parting.  But  I  cease  to  pursue  the  tender  story. 
Permit  me  to  take  one  more  affectionate  look,  and  rally  all  my  resolution,  while  I  bid 

yon  TAKKWBLI.. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

IT69-mo. 

Elnal  looftUon  o(  th«  Collega  —  Morgan  Ediraids'a  kccouut  —  Hist  mention  of  the  sub- 
ject In  the  Corporation  reoords  — Heetlng  ot  the  CoiporMlon  in  1789  — Plana  fat  a 
building  In  Warren,  and  conualtteeappolnted—  VoteoftheChurchtn  Warren  offering 
thettaaof  the  meetlng-hoaae  oa  Commencement  ocoaalona—Ifotlflcatloii  for  special 
meeting  of  the  Corporation  to  consider  propoeala  from  East  Oreenwich  — Motion  to 
hftve  the  College  in  Providence  —  Meeting  of  the  CorporatloD  In  Newport,  Not.  It, 
1TS9  —  Three  dayi'  BeBslon  —  Extract  from  the  records  —  Voted  that  the  Collage  edifice 
be  at  Providence,  provided  If  ewport  does  not  raise  a  larger  snbscrlpton  than  Provi- 
dence—  Arguments  presented  to  the  Cotporattonin  favor  of  Providence,  EaatGreen- 
wlob,  aud  Newport  — Inoreaslng  Interest  In  the  oonteat-Diarr  of  Dr.  Btllea- Clca- 
tioD  for  another  meeting  of  the  Corporation  to  be  held  In  Warren,  Wednesday,  Feb. 
7,  ITTO  —  Cancuaes  and  town  meetings  on  the  subject  held  In  Providence  andNewport, 
aod  hand  bills  circnlated  —  Anonymons  letter  to  Nicholas  Brown  from  President  Man- 
ning—Acconnt  of  the  meeting  in  Warren- Final  action  at  ten  o'clock  Thursday 
night  In  favor  of  Providence  by  a  rote  ol  twenty-one  to  lonrteen— Letter  from  Man- 
ning to  HeEeklah  Smith  giving  an  account  of  the  meeting— Account  by  Hoses 
Brown  —  Party  In  Newport  disappointed  —  Sharp  letter  In  the  JfeupoH  Utreary  —  Four 
of  the  Ofteen  members  from  Newport  voted  for  Providence  —  Name*  of  the  other 
seventeen  members  ot  the  Corporation  who  voted  for  Providence  — Names  of  the 
fourteen  who  voted  for  Newport— Summing  up  of  the  controversy  by  Chancellor 
BopMna  —  Dnreasonable  enmity  of  the  people  of  Newport  to  Providence- Move- 
ment for  another  College,  to  be  located  at  Newport  — William  Bllery  the  leader- 
Article  in  the  JTewport  Mereury  cited  — Action  of  the  General  Assembly- Special 
meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  in  Warren,  April  2S,  ITTO,  and  remonstrance  pre- 
pared—Host Important  document— Settles  points  In  controversy  respecting  the  ori- 
gin (d  the  College— Account  of  a  seal  prepared  in  anticipation  (^  another  oollege — 
'  Someapeolal  conslderatlane  which  Inflaeucedln  the  Bnal  vote  — Providence,  a  Bap- 
tist town  —  Letter  from  Hosea  Brown  to  President  Way  land,  giving  reasons  why  the 
committee  on  location  selected  the  home-lot  of  Chad  Brown  —  Extract  from  the 
record  ol  deeds  describing  the  lot  — Building  committee  — Nassau  Hall,  Prinoeton, 
selected  as  amodBlfortheedlhce-Hanning's  relations  with  the  Church  at  Warren- 
Decides  to  go  with  the  College  to  Providence  —  Action  of  the  Church  —  Diary  of  Dr. 
Stiles  — Howland'srecoUectioua  oT  Manning  and  the  College  in  ITTO— Extract  from 
Proteasor  Goddaid's  memoir. 

Up  to  tliis  date  (1769)  says  Edwards,  "the  Seminary  was  for  the 
most  part  friendless  and  moneyless,  and  therefore  forlorn,  insomuch  that 
a  college  edifice  was  hardly  thought  of."     But  after  the  frequent  remit- 
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tances  from  frienda  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  general  interest 
awakened  by  the  first  Commencement,  "some  began  to  hope,  and 
many  to  fear,  that  the  Institntion  would  come  to  something  and  stand. 
Then  a  building  and  the  place  of  it  were  talked  of,  which  opened  a  new 
scene  of  troubles  and  contentions,  and  that  had  well  nigh  ruined  all. 
Warren  was  at  first  ^reed  upon  as  a  proper  situation,  where  a  small 
wing  was  to  be  erected  in  the  spring  of  1770,  and  about  eight  hundred 
pounds  raised  towards  effecting  it.  But  soon  afterwards  some  who 
were  unwilling  it  should  be  tiiere,  and  some  who  were  unwillii^;  it 
should  be  anywhere,  did  so  far  agree  as  to  lay  aside  the  said  location, 
■and  propose  that  the  county  which  should  raise  the  most  money  should 
have  the  College.  Then  the  four  counties  went  to  work  with  subscrip- 
tions. That  of  Providence  bid  high  for  it,  which  made  the  county  of 
Newport,  which  is  jealous  of  Frovideuce  on  account  of  trade,  exert  iteelf 
to  the  utmost.  However,  Providence  obtained  it,  which  so  touched  the 
jealousy  and  piqued  the  pride  of  the  Islandets,  as  to  make  many  of 
them  enemies  to  the  Institution  itself.  The  same  is  too  much  the  case 
with  the  oUier  disappointed  counties.  Nevertheless,  l^  the  adventurous 
■and  resolute  spirit  of  the  Browns,  and  some  other  men  of  Providence, 
the  edifice  was  begun  in  May,  1770,  and  roofed  by  the  fall  of  tite  year. 
The  next  summer  the  inside  was  so  far  finished  as  to  be  fit  for  the  recep- 
tion of  scholars." 

The  account  of  the  final  location  of  the  OoUege,  to  which  the  writer 
has  devoted  thirty-eight  pages  of  a  previous  work,'  forma  an  important  . 
-and  deeply  interesting  chapter  in  the  early  history  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
vote  of  the  Corporation  appointing  James  Manning  President  and  Pro- 
fessor, and autiiorizing  him  "immediately  to  act  in  those  capacities  at 
Warren  or  elsewhere,"  shows  that  tiiere  was  in  the  beginning  an  uncet^ 
tainty  in  the  minds  of  members  of  the  Corporation  as  to  the  pennaneat 
location.  The  first  mention  of  the  subject  in  the  records  appears  under 
-date  of  September,  1768,  and  reads  as  follows :  — 

Voted,  That  tho  Hon.  JmIh  Lyndon,  Hon.  Stephen  Bopkiiu,  Bon.  Samiiel  Ward, 
the  President,  ZTlcholaa  Eaaton,  Biq.,  Rev.  Rnaselt  Macon,  and  Nicliolai  Brovni,  Esq.,  be 
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a  committee  to  examine  what  place  la  most  anltable  to  fix  the  cotlege  ediflce  upon,  and 
to  makB  report  to  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Voted,  That  the  next  annaal  meeting  be  at  Warren.  Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  do 
notify  the  next  annnal  meeting  at  Warren  aix  woeka  succesalvely  previons  to  their 
meeting,  by  an  adTertlaement  in  the  Newport  and  Providence  newipapers,  and  that  'tis 
proposed  to  take  Into  consideration  a  suitable  place  lor  erecting  a  college  ediflce. 

Agreeably  to  the  foregoing  votes,  the  Corporation  met  at  Warren, 
Wednesday,  Sept.  6, 1769,  the  day  before  CommeDcement,  and  after  the 
transaction  of  routine  business,  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  At  this  adjourned  meeting  the  committee  made  the  follow- 
ing report :  — 

We,  the  Bubaoriben,  being  appointed  to  consider  of  the  most  suitable  place  to  erect 
the  College  »difloe  on,  are  of  opinion  that  said  ediflce  be  placed  in  some  part  of  the  oonnty 
of  Bristol ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  point  such  a  place  as  shall  be  most 
convenient  and  be  had  npon  the  best  terms. 

"  Whereupon,"  the  record  adds,  "  the  Corporation  voted  generally  to 
accept  said  report,  and  it  was  accepted  accordingly." 

Betoltud,  That  SylTester  Child,  Bsq.,  Hr.  John  Brown,  Capt.  John  Warren,  and  Mr. 
Nathan  Miller,  ha  a  committee  to  pnrohase  materials,  agree  for  a  snltable  place  to  erect 
the  ediflce  on,  to  take  a  deed  lor  the  same  In  behalf  of  the  Corporation,  and  carrj  said 
building  into  execution  as  soon  as  they  can ;  and  that  any  three  of  them  be  a  quorum ; 
and  that  they  be  empowered  to  solicit  and  recelTe  subsorlptions. 

Neither  Brown  nor  Miller  were  at  this  time  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. The  former,  although  the  leading  man  in  the  erection  of  the 
building,  laying  the  corner  stone,  supervising  the  construction  and  mak> 
ing  up  the  accounts,  was  not  made  a  Trustee  until  1774.  The  latter 
was  never  a  member  of  the  Corporation.  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
held  Friday  morning,  September  8th,  at  seven  o'clock,  it  was 

SeMlved,  That  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Ur.  Joseph  Brown,  and  Bev.  John  Davis 
be  a  committee  to  draft  InstmctionB  and  prepare  a  model  of  the  house  proposed  to  be 
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«Met«d,  to  t»  directlont,  b^  the  approtetioa  of  tbe  Corporation,  lor  tfa«  oommlttee 
ftppoloted  to  carry  tlie  aama  iutoexecntioD. 

SnolBed,  That  Archibald  Campbsll,  Esq.,  be  added  to  tb«  commlttM  tor  pladng  the 
college  odiflco. 

At  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  meeting  the  committee  to  diaf  t  instruc- 
tions reported:  — 

1.  That  a  suitable  plac«  be  procured  for  eieotlugtbo  College  edlAoo  oa  the«aaloat 
termB,  and  that  the  title  be  IndlBpnlable  ;  and  that  proper  and  eafBoleut  deeds  of  con- 
veyaiice  lor  add  land  be  taken  lot  the  Corpoistton. 

2.  That  the  building  do  not  exceed  elxty-aix  feet  long,  and  thlrtr-^lx  wide,  and  three 
Htoiisi  high.  That  It  be  a  plain  bnlldlng,  the  walls  of  the  best  bricks  and  lime,  the  win- 
dow and  doorframe*  of  red  cedar;  that  there  bea  oupolafor  a  bell;  that  the  first  bnlld- 
ing  be  so  altnated  as  to  be  one  wing  of  the  wbole  College  edifice  when  complete;  and 
that  there  be  a  cellar  under  the  whole. 

3.  Aji  there  is  a  want  of  time  at  present,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  forniah 
the  committeefor  building  with  a  complete  draught  of  tbe  whole  building. 

4.  That  the  committee  for  bnlldlng  prooare  the  best  mateilali  on  the  best  and  easiest 

9.  That  the  committee  for  bnlldlng  make  piovliion  this  year,  that  the  workmen  may 
beginin  the  next. 

In  acoordanoe  with  the  third  reoommendation  of  Hie  foregoing  report, 
it  was 

rot«d.  That  the  Chancellor,  tbe  Frealdent,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Brown  be  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  complete  model  of  the  building  according  to  the  report  of  the  above  com- 
mittee, and  deliver  the  same  to  the  committee  for  building. 

Vot^,  That  the  committee  for  building  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer 
for  money  from  timeto  timeto  carry  on  said  building,  and  that  they  render  accounts  to 
the  Corporationateachof  the  meetings;  which  the  Secretary  Is  hereby  ordered  to  notify 
successively  in  the  public  prints  for  three  weeks  before  this  meeting. 

What  funds  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  for  building  purposes 
at  this  time  is  nowhere  stated.  In  the  diaiy  of  Hezeldah  Smith,  under 
date  of  Thursdajh  Sept.  5, 1766,  when  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the' 
Board  of  Fellows,  we  read  as  follows :  —  "  We,  although  but  a  part  of 
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the  Corporation,  Kubecribed  for  the  boildlng,  and  the  endowing  of  the 
College,  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars." 

It  was  in  reference,  doubtless,  to  this  meeting  of  the  Corporatioa  and 
the  question  of  Qjol  location,  that  the  church  at  Warren,  immediately 
after  Commencement,  came  together  and 

Voltd,  ThM  the  meetiug-hoaie  of  this  toirn  be  a^d  Is  (or  the  nae  of  the  CorporatiOD 
and  PreBident  at  Commencement  limes;  andoftener,  If  wanted  hy  either,  only  so  as  not 
to  Interfere  with  Divine  worship ;  Pronlded,  that  the  College  edlQce  be  founded  and 
bnllt  In  the  Conntj  of  Bristol ;  and  that  the  parsonage-honae  In  said  Warren  be  for  the 
use  of  the  President,  so  long  as  the  President  be  onr  mlnlater.'  * 

Hardly  had  the  Corporation  adjourned  before  efForts  were  made  to 
have  the  College  established  in  East  Grreenwich,  County  of  Kent. 
Soon  after  the  meeting  the  following  citation  appeared  in  the  Provi- 
dence and  Newport  papers  : — 

This  Is  to  notllr  the  members  of  the  Corporation  of  the  College  within  this  Colony. 
tb»t  application  has  bean  made,  by  the  gentlemen  ol  the  County  of  Kent,  setting  forth 
that  they  have  opened  asubscrlptlon  lor  founding  and  endowing  said  College,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  edlBce  be  erected  in  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  desiring  an  opportunity  of 
assigning  their  reasons  to  the  Corporation  (or  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  at  their  last 
meeting,  for  erecting  the  edifice  in  the  Count;  of  Bristol.  Tfalsls  therefore  to  desire  all 
the  members  of  the  said  Corporation  to  meet  at  the  Coait  House  In  Newport,  on  Tues- 
day, the  14(h  of  IfoT  ember  next,  at  lOo'cIook,  i.  >.,  to  hear  such  propositions  as  shall  b« 
laid  before  them,  relative  to  placing  said  edifice,  and  transacting  any  other  necessary 
bnslness ;  M  which  time  and  place  the  gentlemen  concerned  In  procuring  subscriptions 
for  the  different  places  are  desired,  by  themselves  or  their  committees,  to  appear,  pre- 
sent their  several  aubscrlptlons,  and  oCfai  their  reasons  In  favor  of  the  respective 
places.    By  order. 

Thoius  Btus,  Beeretary. 

OCTOBBB  13, 1768. 

The  first  motion  to  have  the  College  in  Providence  came,  BO  far  as 
can  be  learned,  from  Mr.  Moees  Brown,  the  diatinguiahed  founder  of 
the  Friends'  School,  or  Quaker  College.     In  a  letter  to  his  brothers, 

>  Tnstln's  EiMorleal  DIsconrse.M  the  Dedication  ot  the  new  chotoh  edifice,    umo.   Fror.,  1945. 
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Nicholas,  Joseph,  and  John,  dated  Newport,  Oct.  28,  1769,  he  thus 
vrites:  — 

I  had  yesterda;,  on  the  road,  a  full  coDTersBtlon  with  Mr.  3«asioiu  on  afToira  of  the 
CoU«ge.  HlB  objections  are  sncli  to  Warren,  that  he  says  he  cannot  enconrage  It  If  Bet 
there,  bnt  if  it  could  be  erected  at  Providence,  he  would  give  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
engage  to  procure  one  or  two  acholara  from  the  coantry ;  and  ahonid  there  be  a  Tacaney 
in  the  Corporation,  be  would.  If  desired  again,  accept  a  place  therein,  and  as  a  member 
do  all  he  coald  tor  the  College.  And  when  we  consider  the  number  of  advantages  which 
Providence  haa  over  Warren,  I  am  much  Inclined  to  think  that  It  Is  yet  within  our 

Agreeably  to  the  citation  in  the  papers,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Corporation  was  held  in  the  Court  House  at  Newport,  on  Tuesday,  Nov. 
14,  1769,  at  which  were  present  five  Fellows,  including  the  Pr^ident, 
and  twenty-three  TrusteeB.  During  this  meeting,  which  was  continued 
three  days,  the  claims  of  Warren,  East  Greenwich,  Providence,  and 
Newport  were  thoroughly  advocated  and  discussed.  Wednesday  morn- 
ing it  was  resolved :  —  "To  recede  from  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  to 
erect  the  College  edifice  in  the  County  of  Bristol. ' '  In  tiie  afternoon  of 
^e  same  day  it  was  voted :  —  '*  That  tiie  business  of  the  Corporation  be 
not  postponed  for  a  distant  adjournment."  Thutsday  morning,  the  last 
day  of  Uie  meeting,  it  was  resolved  :  — 

Thatthaplacefor  erecting  the  College  edlBoe  be  nowflzed;  but  that  nevertheless 
the  committee  who  shall  be  appointed  to  carry  on  the  work,  do  not  proceed  to  procnce 
any  materials  for  the  same,  excepting  snch  as  may  be  easily  transported  to  any  other 
place,  should  another  hereaftai  be  thought  better,  until  further  orders  from  this  Cor- 
poration, if  such  orders  be  given  before  the  first  day  of  January  next.  And  that  In  case 
any  subecrlption  be  raised  in  the  county  of  Newport  or  any  other  county  equal  or 
superior  to  any  now  offered,  or  that  shall  be  offered,  and  the  Corporation  be  oalled 
together  in  consequence  thereof,  that  then  the  vote  for  fixing  the  College  edifice  shall 
not  be  esteemed  binding ;  but  so  that  the  Corporation  may  fix  the  edifice  In  another 
place,  In  case  they  shall  think  proper. 

It  was  then  voted^  "That  the  Collbgb  edifice  bb  at  Provx- 
DBNCE;  that  the  President,  Job  Bennet,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  Brown, 
Capt.  John  Warren,  and  Mr.  John  Jenckes  be  a  committee  to  fix  a 
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Buitable  place  for  building  the  edifice ;  that  tlie  Chancellor,  Mr.  John 
Brown,  Capt.  John  Warren,  and  Sjlvester  Child,  Esq^  be  a  committee 
to  carry  on  the  building  of  the  College  edifice." 

Mr.  Brown,  as  baa  been  observed,  was  not  at  tins  time  a  member 
of  the  Corporation.  Mr.  Jenckes  waa  the  only  eon  of  Judge  Daniel 
Jenckes.  Judge  Jenckea  died  in  1TT4,  when  his  son  succeeded  him  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Governor  Sessions,  in  accordance 
with  Mr.  Brown's  suggestion,  was  made  a  Trustee  in  1770.  His  views 
in  general  in  regard  to  a  suitable  place  for  tiie  location  of  a  seminary  of 
learning,  which  it  appears  were  presented  at  this  meeting  of  the  Cor- 
poration  in  Newport,  have  been  preserved  on  file.  The  reader  who 
consults  the  "Documentary  History"  wiU  find  them,  as  there  pre- 
sented, entertaining  as  well  as  instructive.  Mr.  Sessions  gives  fire 
reasons  why  Providence  should  be  preferred  to  either  Warren  or  Elast 
Greenwich.  His  third  reason,  that  "the  town  should  be  large  and 
populous,  so  that  on  Commencements,  or  other  public  occasions,  the 
large  number  of  people  that  usually  attend  may  be  agreeably  enter- 
tained and  provided  for,"  shows  that  tiie  Commencement  at  Warren, 
and  the  large  number  of  friends  and  strangers  who  crowded  the  little 
town  of  leas  than  one  thousand  inhabitants  on  that  occasion,  made  an 
impression  upon  his  mind.  His  final  argument,  that  "a  college  should 
not  be  erected  where  communication  is  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  a 
hard  frost  or  h^^h  and  contrary  winds,"  thus  "cutting  off  all  supplies 
of  fuel,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries,  and  preventing  mutual  intei^ 
course,"  suggests  a  marked  contrast  to  the  facilities  of  communication 
in  these  days  of  telegraph  and  telephone,  of  steam  and  electric  locomo- 
tion. 

The  memorial  from  East  Greenwich,  which  appears  to  have  been 
presented  on  tiie  last  day  of  the  meeting,  is  signed  by  William  Greene, 
Nathanael  Greene,  Jr.,  Preserved  Pearce,  and  Charles  Holden,  Jr. 
Chief  Justice  Greene,  whose  name  appeara  at  the  head  of  the  commit- 
tee, was  in  1778,  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  which  ofiice  he  held 
eight  years.  He  was  chosen  a  Trustee  of  the  College  in  1785,  as  the 
successor  of  Governor  Hopkins,  deceased.    It  seems  hardly  necessarj' 
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to  add  tiiat  the  second  name  upon  the  list  is  that  of  one  who  afterwards 
became  the  distinguished  Major-General  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  was  now  about  to  take  his  first  lessons  in  public  life  as  a  member 
of  the  Oeneial  Assembly  from  Coventry.  Mr.  Fearce,  or  Major  Pearoe, 
as  he  was  called,  was  at  this  time  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  East 
Greenwich,  while  Mr.  Holden,  a  few  years  later,  represented  the  town 
of  Warwick.  The  arguments  urged  by  the  memorialists  were  :  first, 
tiiat  East  Greenwich  was  situated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  Colony ; 
secondly,  that  the  Government  would  be  more  likely  to  take  the  Col- 
lege under  its  care  and  protection  at  East  Greenwich  than  elsewhere  ; 
and  thirdly,  that  the  town  of  East  Greenwich  was  well  situated  for 
pleasantness,  surrounded  with  a  country  abounding  with  every  neces- 
saty  supply,  having  a  post-ofBce  and  easy  communications,  while 
Providence,  it  was  u^ed,  though  well  calculated  for  trade,  was  too 
large  and  populous  for  a  college. 

The  memorial  from  Providence,  which  waa  presented  on  the  second 
day  of  the  meeting,  is  signed  by  John  Cole,  Moees  Brown,  and  Hay- 
ward  Smith.  Mr.  Cole,  who  was  postmaster,  had  been  for  several 
years  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  since  1762  had  been 
chairman  of  the  Town  Council.  Mr.  Brown,  it  is  needless  to  add,  was 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town.  The  first  reason  ui^ed  in 
behalf  of  Providence  was,  that  the  inhabitants  had  generously  sub- 
scribed for  the  Institution  eight  hundred  pounds,  or  nearly  twenty- 
seven  hundred  dollars;  and  that  their  conditional  subscription  amounted 
to  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  more ;  secondly,  that 
the  intention  of  the  charter  was  to  found  a  college  or  university  upon 
the  moet  CathoUc  principles  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Baptist 
denomination  at  whose  expense  it  would  be  chiefly  supported,  and  that 
Providence  hod  eveiy  advant^e  for  free  public  worship  and  liberty  of 
conscience ;  thirdly,  that  the  situation  of  the  town  was  central ;  that  it 
had  four  public  school^houses ;  a  public  Ubraiy ;  all  the  materials 
necessary  to  erect  the  buildings ;  and  "  two  printing  offices,  which  will 
much  contribute  to  the  emolument  of  the  College,  there  being  thus 
puUished  a  weekly  collection  of  interesting  intelligence,  which  not  only 
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teads  to  the  enlargement  of  the  minds  of  the  youth,  hut  will  give  them 
g&tIj  opportunities  of  displaying  their  genius  upon  any  useful  and 
speculative  subjects,  and  which  must  excite  in  them  an  emulation  to 
excel  in  their  studies."  The  argument  of  the  memorialistB  based  upon 
the  "  two  printing  ofBces,"  has  at  least  the  merit  of  novelty.  Whether 
the  "early  opportunities  of  displaying  their  genius  "  thus  afforded  the 
students,  would  be  recommended  by  the  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and 
English  Literature  in  these  later  days,  or  be  satisfactory  to  the  learned 
'  readers  of  the  Providence  Journal,  we  will  not  attempt  to  say.  John 
Milton's  "Speech  for  the  Liberty  of  Unlicensed  Printing"  may  possi- 
bly have  had  something  to  do  with  the  suggestion  of  this  argument. 

From  all  that  appeaiB,  the  reliance  of  Providence  in  the  contest  for 
the  College  now  in  progress,  was  not  so  much  upon  the  generous  sub- 
scriptions of  its  citizens,  as  upon  their  disintereHted  zeal  and  the  perfect 
religious  freedom  which  prevailed  among  them,  bo  entirely  in  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  the  College  charter,  and  in  accordance  with  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  Colony  had  been  founded.  Providence  contained 
about  this  time,  according  to  Dr.  Stiles's  estimate,  "five  hundred  dwell- 
ing-houses, and  about  four  thousand  inhabitants,  or  half  as  big  as  New- 
port." .  .  .  *' I  estimate  one  hundred  families  real  Baptists;  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  political  Baptists  and  nothingarians  ;  one  hundred  and 
forty  Mr.  Snow's  congregation,  two-thirds  Baptists,  one-third  Presbyte- 
rians ;  sixty  Pedobaptist  Congregationalists ;  forty  EpiBCopalians ; 
twenty  families,  Quakers,  a  few  Sandemanians,  and  about  twenty  or 
forty  persons.  Deists.'"  The  prevailing  religious  sentiment,  it  will  thus 
be  seen,  was  largely  Baptist,  and  hence  in  sympathy  with  a  Baptist  col- 
lege. In  Newport,  on  the  contrary,  there  was  an  Episcopal  element, 
the  many  revenue  officers  and  servants  of  the  Crown  residing  there,  and 
not  a  few  of  the  princely  merchants  being  attached  to  the  Church  of 
England.  Thei-e  were  also  two  flourishing  Congregational  churches, 
the  first  under  the  care  of  Samuel  Hopkins,  the  founder  of  a  new  school 
of  theology,  and  the  second  under  Ezra  Stiles,  whom  the  historian 
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Greene  dea^ates  as  "the  most  learned  American  of  his  day."  The 
main  opposition  to  the  Collie  in  the  beginning,  as  wiU  be  seen  in  our 
chapter  on  the  charter,  came  from  the  CongregationaliBts ;  and  they 
continued  for  many  yeats  to  show  an  unfriendly  spirit,  aa  the  pages  of 
Manning,  Backus,  and  Smith  throughout  show. 

The  increasing  interest  taken  in  the  location  of  the  College  by  the 
Tarious  contending  parties,  and  the  general  views  and  considerations 
which  infiuenced  their  actions,  may  be  readily  inferred  from  a  well  writ- 
ten article  which  appeared  in  the  Newport  Mercury,  under  date  of  Nov. 
20, 1769 ;  in  which  the  writer,  after  dwelling  upon  the  reputation  of 
the  island  for  health  and  pleasantness,  and  the  advant^es  of  the  Red* 
wood  Library  which  the  professors  and  students  might  enjoy,  shows  that 
the  interests  of  the  town  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  "  boarding  and 
supplying  80  many  persons  coming  from  abroad  and  spending  their 
money  among  us."  In  the  diary  of  Dr.  Stiles,  under  date  of  Jan.  8, 
1770,  is  an  important  entry:  — 

Dr.  Eyrea  Tlstted  me  this  moTning  todlscooTse  about  tbe  place  of  the  Bapttet  College- 
He  tella  me  that  ProTidence  has  gnbacrlbed  £3,000,  lawful  money,  of  which  about  £2,200 
ia  truly  conditioned  that  the  College  edlBce  be  erected  there ;  bnt,  of  the  £800  they  had 
betoreaabaciibedunconditlonally,they  bad  tbeaubacrlptioa  papersln  their  own  hands, 
and  refused  to  deliver  them,  holding  In  this  manner  aboat  £BO0  conditioned.  Dr.  Byrea 
asid  that  the  Newport  subscription  waa  about  £2,700,  but  Bald  they  did  not  choose  to 
mention  the  amonnt  exactly,  nor  how  mach  conditionally.  TbeoaaelB  this:  — Mr.  Red- 
wood and  some  others  have  said  they  woald  give  largely  In  caae  it  was  here ;  but  that 
Providence,  by  artifice  and  stratagem  would  eventaall;  get  It  there ;  and  yet  would  not 
■nhecTibe,  but  will  nndonbtedly  give  liberally.  Bo  there  Is  a  real  uncertainty.  They 
are  endeavoring  to  get  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation  bnt  Providence  opposes  It.  Mr. 
Manning,  the  President,  la  for  Providence. 

From  a  letter  addressed  by  Messrs.  Nicholas,  John,  and  Moses 
Brown  to  their  brother  Joseph,  then  in  Newport,  it  appears  that  the 
Providence  subscriptions  at  the  close  of  the  year  1769,  had  reached  the 
sum  of  ^8,424,  lawful  money,  or  about  twelve  thousand  dollars.  The 
friends  of  the  College  in  Newport  now  redoubled  their  exertions,  and 
T^ed  a  sum  laiger  than  had  been  raised  in  Providence.    Notwithstand- 
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ing  the  exertioiiB  of  the  Browns  to  "stop  the  meeting,"  a  citation  for 
the  Corporation  to  meet  at  Warren  on  the  7th  of  February,  1770,  was. 
published  in  the  papers  of  the  day,  signed  by  three  Fellows,  namely, 
Joshua  Babcock  of  Westerly,  Thomas  Eyres,  and  Henry  Ward  of 
Newport :  — 

WlierBSB,  tlie  county  ot  Newport  hetik  raised  a  larger  anm  than  any  that  bath  jet 
been  offered  to  the  Corporation  of  the  College  in  this  Colon^r,  to  be  paid  to  the  Tieas- 
urei  npoD  condition  that  the  College  edifice  be  erected  in  the  town  of  Newport :  — 
This  ia  therefore  to  notify  membera  of  the  said  Corporation  to  meet  together  at  Warren, 
on  Wednesday.theTtb  day  o(  February  next,  at  ten  o'clock  In  the  forenoon, to  take  into- 
coiuideraCion  any  propoaaU  that  may  be  made  for  placing  the  College  edifice,  and  to- 
transact  any  other  necessary  business.  At  which  time  and  place,  the  persons  con- 
ceraed  in  procuring  subscriptions  aie  desired  to  attend,  by  themselves  or  their  com- 
mittees. 

From  this  time  on,  the  interest  in  the  question  of  location  increased 
from  day  to  day.  Letters  were  written  to  parties  in  the  country,  hand- 
bills were  poeted  throughout  the  two  towns,  caucuses  were  held,  and 
the  matter  was  discussed  in  the  shops  and  on  the  comers  of  the  streets. 
On  the  Monday  previous  to  the  Snal  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  the 
following  handbill  was  circulated :  — 

PKOTIDSHCK,  Monday,  Feb.  7, 1770. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  county  are  desired  to  meet  at  the  Court  House, 
this  afternoon,  at  two  o'clock,  to  hear  and  consider  of  some  effectual  plan  tor  establisb- 
ing  the  College  here.    As  this  la  a  matter  of  the  greatest  oonseqaeuce,  and  the  Corpora- 
tion is  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  a  general  attendance  is  earnestly  requested. 

In  accordance  with  this  call,  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
assembled  at  the  place  designated,  and  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq., 
was  chosen  Moderator.  John  Cole  and  Moses  Brown  were  continued 
a  committee  to  lay  the  subscriptions  before  the  Corporation,  and  the- 
following  gentlemen  were  added  thereto,  viz.: — Hon.  Darius  Sessions, 
John  Andrews,  Joseph  Kash,  David  Harris,  Daniel  Tillinghast,  John 
Jenckes,  Amos  Atwell,  Joseph  Bucklin,  Jeremiah  Whipple,  Esq.,  and. 
Knight  Dexter. 
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The  following  spirited  letter  from  President  Manning,  addressed  to 
"  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown,  in  Providence,"  showB  that  he  was  a  skilful 
tactician,  and  that  he  osed  bis  great  influence  in  favor  of  Providence. 
It  gives  an  animated  view  of  the  nature  of  the  contest,  and  of  the 
earnest  determination  of  the  parties  at  issue  :  — 

Sik:  —  The  time  ia  now  atthe  doors  whan  it  will  be  determlDed  whether  FrOTidsuce 
OT  Newport  stukll  have  the  College;  andaa  I  think th»t  the  tomier  la  the  fltteat  place  tor 
It,  I  would  give  70a  a  gentle  hint,  tb»t  70a  may  be  prepaied  In  the  best  mukner  to  stand 
yonrgioaad.  I  ezpectNewport  will  exceed  jon  in  the  latgeneMot  their  anbsoripllons, 
tor  they  g*Te  bonds  last  week  for  three  thoniand  two  hundred  pounds,  and  had  not 
rendered  the  •nbacrlptiona  from  Block  Island,  Sonth  Connty,  nor  from  the  Eaatern 
shore.  In  all  which  places  there  was  money  sabaorlbvd  for  Newport.  Neltheroan  I  tell 
whether  the  Warren  subscriptions  were  contained  in  that  bond.  Besides,  they  were 
sUlI  subscribing  la  Newport,  Bedwood  has  at  last  subscribed  Us  Ave  hundred  poDuds 
sterling,  etc.  Now,  as  I  am  a  (riend  to  the  College,  and  think  your  place  the  best  for 
its  settlement,  I  would  advise  yon  to  get  every  farthing  you  can  subscribed.  Bat  if, 
when  yon  come  to  compare  notes,  yon  should  tall  behind  them,  they  will  make  a  great 
noise  If  you  take  In  yonr  aucouditlonal  aubsorlpUous  and  plead  yonr  agreements  loi 
materials,  etc.,  etc. 

Now,  as  I  think  yon  hare  thegi>odof  the  College  at  heart  more  than  they,  It  will 
stand  you  in  hand  to  demonstrate  this  In  the  olaarest  light ;  and  this  yoa  can  do  by 
proflsrlng  to  tmlld  the  College  yonrselves,  without  even  talcing  their  ancondltlonal 
sabBcriptlous  in  Newport.  Say  nothing  Bbont  the  President's  honse ;  but  conaalt  how 
large  a  house  yon  can  bnlld,  and  finish  two  stories  with  your  own  money,  in  as  short  a 
time  as  you  possibly  can  aecomplish  it,  and  engage  to  finish  the  rest  as  fast  as  wanted; 
tor  here  you  know  yon  may  have  your  own  time,  since  boarding  can  always  be  had  In 
town,  and  many  will  always  choose  to  board  there.  80  that  the  President  can  help  you 
hereto  sntBcient  time  to  pick  up  money  from  otherparts,  or  even  enable  jou  to  finish  the 
other  rooms  with  the  rent  of  those  that  are  flnUbed.  Two  advantages  will  result  from 
•nch  a  proposal.  First,  you  will  throw  your  unconditional  subscription  out  of  their 
tight,  and  give  It  Its  full  weight  In  favor  of  Providence.  Secondly,  yon  can  here  make 
all  the  advantage  to  yoorselves,  from  lying  handy  to  the  materials ;  the  whole  weight 
of  this  will  be  thrown  directly  into  your  scale,  and  yon  can  promise  Just  aa  much  more 
than  they  can,  as  the  edifice  can  be  erected  cheaper  with  you  than  them,  and  as  yon 
win  prosecute  it  with  more  spirit  and  do  the  bargaining  and  work  with  less  expense. 
Here,  too,  yon  will  have  the  advantage  of  them,  as  you  have  made  out  bills  of  every- 
thing, and  bespoke  the  materials  and  workmen,  and  can  push  It  Immediately  into  exe- 
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cntion.  Tou  might  leason  a  moDth  on  these  Mlrantagaa  and  not  make  some  dall  aonls 
see  tbe  force  of  it,  so  well  aa  f  oa  can  demonstrate  it  In  this  way  In  ten  mluutsB.  And 
I  think  yon  will  be  eqnallr  aa  safe  In  this  way  as  in  giving  bonds,  and  it  mast  weigh 
mnch  with  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  College  at  heart.  BesideB,  yon 
will  take  them  here  at  unawares.  Give  up  the  other  subscriptions  in  the  Colony  to 
the  Corporation,  and  lettbem  dispose  of  them  aa  they  think  beat,  and  it  will  be  a  wonder 
If  they  don't  And  out  by  next  May  aesaion,  that  there  will  be  necessity  of  a  honse  tor 
the  President,  and  very  probably  will  lay  It  out  that  way.  If  yon  tall  In  with  this  pro- 
posal, it  will  beproper  for  four,  Itreorslxot  youtoobUgeyouraelTes  to  the  performance 
nnder  a  proper  penalty.  'What  I  have  heretofore  aaid  la  to  secure  you  against  the  first 
onset;  bnt  If  yon  ibould  be  driven  from  your  post,  the  next  thing  is  to  secure  your 
retreat.  If,  theretore,  your  vote  should  be  receded  from,  your  hopes  must  lie  in  divid- 
ing the  members  between  the  four  places ;  for  it  would  be  imprudent  to  light  Newport 
atngly.  It  ta  possible  yon  may  have  address  enough  to  get  Provldenoe  and  Oreenwlcb 
highest  here,  for  the  Newport  members  who  favor  you  at  heart,  may  vote  for  Warren 
andEeutwlthouthftTlngtbeiT  hopes  torn  down;  and  if  the  contest  should  Anally  fall 
between  yon  and  Kent,  you  may  guess  how  It  would  terminate  by  the  last  meeting;  and 
in  this  way  I  think  all  your  members  in  Newport  who  favor  Providence,  may  vote  tor  it 
without  tncarrlng  any  damage;  — Imean  at  your  final  issue.  I  think  yon  con  Id  beat 
Kent  with  greater  ease  than  Wanen  or  Newport;  but  of  this  yon  are  the  best  Judge, 
being  an  experienced  soldier- 
There  will  many  attend  the  meeting  from  Newport,  for  their  spirits  are  very  high 
In  the  caaae.  Proposals,  too,  will  doubtless  be  made  tor  an  accommodation  half  way. 
Bnt  bow  great  a  som  will  be  offered  tor  this  is  uncertain  as  yet.  Bat  should  I  persist 
in  spilling  Ink  and  spoiling  paper  longer  you  may  be  weary  of  reading  my  Jargon,  and 
be  Bolleitons  to  know  my  name,  which  at  present  I  choose  not  to  reveal.    Bnt  am,  to  all 

YoDT  Friend,  If  not  Humble  Servant. 

N.  B.    Ton  will  exonsfl  the  omission  of  date,  as  It  Is  quite  unneoessary. 

In  occordancse  with  the  citation  in  the  papers,  tiie  Corporation  met  in 
the  Baptist  meetii^-house  in  Warren,  Wednesday  morning,  Feb.  7, 
1770.     Thirty-five  members  were  present,  as  follows :  — 

Fellows  :  —  The  President ,  Rev.  Edward  Upham,  Sev.  Samuel 
Stillman,  Doct.  Thomas  Eyres,  Joshua  Babcock,  Henry  Ward,  and 
Jabez  Bowen,  Jr.     (7.) 
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Tbustees  :  —  The  ChaQoellor,  Hod.  Stuuuel  Ward,  Hon.  Joeias 
Lyndon,  Hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  Jr^  Rev.  RuBsell  Mason,  ReT.  Gardner 
Thurston,  Rev.  Samuel  Winaor,  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  Rev.  John  Maxson, 
Nicholas  Brown,  Joseph  Brown,  William  Brown,  Joseph  Russell, 
George  Hazard,  Feleg  Barker,  John  Warren,  Kathan  Spear,  Nicholas 
Cooke,  Sylvester  Child,  John  Tanner,  Thomas  Greene,  Ephraim  Bowen, 
Edward  Thurston,  Jr.,  John  G.  Wanton,  Daniel  Jenokes,  Job  Bennet, 
James  Helme,  and  Darius  Sessions.     (28.) 

The  meeting,  which  was  largely  attended  hy  friends  outside  of  the 
Corporation,  was  continued  from  Wednesday  morning  until  a  late  hour 
Thursday  night.  SubacriptionB  and  securities  were  finally  ofFered  from 
the  town  and  county  of  Newport,  amounting,  according  to  the  records, 
to  jC4,558  14a.,  lawful  money,  the  greater  part  being  expressly  con- 
ditionetd  that  the  College  be  placed  in  said  town.  From  the  town  and 
county  of  Providence  were  offered  subscriptions  and  securities  amount- 
ing to  X4,899  18s.    The  final  vote  was  as  follows :  — 

'Whxrku,  The  Coiporctloii  bsv«  (ally  haud  conuuttMsB  Irom  the  conntlM  of  New- 
port, Kent,  and  Bristol,  npon  their  application  (or  a  repeal  ol  the  rote  of  tbl«  Corpora. 
Hon  on  the  ilxteenth  day  of  Noveraber  laat,  passsd  for  locating  the  College  edifice  In 
the  town  of  PrOTidence,  and  maturely  considered  the  seTeral  Bains  offered,  uid  all  the 
argnmenta  prodaced  by  all  the  partiea  concerned,  and  therenpon  the  rote  being  put — 
Seoedeor  not— Itpaaaedln  the  negative,  twenty-one  to  fonrteen.    It  is  therefore 

S^totaed,  That  the  said  edifice  be  bnllt  In  the  town  of  Providence,  Am  thxbi  bk 

GOKTrnXD  TCKCVSai. 

We  have  thus  given  somewhat  in  detail  an  account  of  the  final 
location  of  the  College,  compiled  mainly  from  the  original  records. 
The  following  letter  from  Manning  to  his  friend  Hezekiah  Smith,  who 
was  now  collecting  funds  for  the  Institution  in  South  Carolina  and 
Oeoigia,  gives  a  very  animated  account  of  this  memorable  meeting :  — 

■Wasmk,  Feb.  12, 1T70. 
BbtbkkndSib:  — Last  week  I  received  a  letter  from  yon  of  the  2d  nit.,  in  which 
yon  inform  me  of  yoar  snccesB  at  Georgia,  and  yoar  expectations  from  the  South 
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province.  All  yonr  frlenda  here  lejoioa  that  70a  lacceed  so  well  in  getting  the  need- 
tnt  for  the  College.  "  Qreat  luck  to  yon,"  as  said  Hi.  FfuioIb  in  hla  piayei.  I  thongbt 
It  Btrange  that  I  had  no  letter  by  Captain  Dnrphee  from  7011  or  Ur.  Hart,  as  I  wrote  hy 
him  to  yon  both,  Last  week  I  received  a  letter  Iron  Nelson,  at  HaveriU,  and  he  gives 
me  a  pleasing  account  of  matters  there.  Had  not  bis  modesty  forbid,  I  imagine  he 
would  have  told  me  that  the  people  were  well  suited  with  him.  "We  hod  another  meet- 
ing of  the  Coiporatton  last  Wednesday,  when  there  were  thlrty-flve  members  present. 
They  were  called  to  consldat  proposals  from  Newport  In  favor  of  setting  the  edlUce  in 
that  town,  aa  they  had  raised  by  subscription  £4/)00,  lawful  money,  taking  In  their 
unconditional  snbaorlpUon.  Bnt  Providence  presented  £4,380,  lawful,  and  advantages 
■nperioc  to  Newport  in  other  respect*.  The  dispute  lasted  from  Wednesd^  last,  ten 
O'clock  A..  X.,  nnUl  the  same  hour  on  Thursday  t.  m.  The  matter  was  debated  with 
great  spirit,  and  before  a  crowded  audience.  The  vote  was  put,  Recede  or  Not?  It 
went  Not,  by  31  against  14.  Ton  asked  me  In  your  last  whether  It  had  not  raised  a 
party  In  the  goTemment.  I  answer  no ;  bnt  It  has  warmed  up  the  old  one  something 
considerable.  I  was  greatly  censured  by  people  in  Newport  for  not  joining  to  call  a 
meeting  about  the  first  of  Janoary,  and  a  great  noise  was  made  because  I  would  not 
act  contrary  to  an  express  vote  of  the  Corporation  at  the  meeting  on  the  10th  of 
November.  But  at  our  last  meeting  the  house  gave  me  liberty  to  attempt  a  vindication 
of  my  conduct,  and  after  hearing  me  through  In  the  matter,  they  came  to  a  vote, 
nernins  oontradlctnlt,  that  they  saw  no  reason  why  I  should  be  blamed  in  this  matter, 
and  that  they  approved  of  my  conduct.  In  the  course  of  the  debates  there  was  some- 
times undue  warmth,  bnt,  npon  the  whole,  it  subsided,  and  all  parties  seemed  mnch 
more  unanimous  then  J  expected.  In  the  after  business.  Many  of  the  gentlemen  of 
Newport  said  they  had  a  fair  hearing,  and  had  lost  It;  bnt  their  friendship  to  the  Col- 
lege remained,  and  they  wonid  keep  thplr  places,  pay  their  money,  and  forward  to 
their  utmost,  the  design.  The  College  edifice  le  to  be  on  the  same  plan  as  that  of 
Friiiceton,  bnllt  of  brick,  four  stories  high,  and  one  hundred  and  flftyfeet  long.  Iwish 
I  hod  a  draught  to  send  yon,  but  it  is  not  in  my  power.  They  determine  to  have  the 
roof  on  next  fall,  and  to  cover  It  with  slate,  as  they  are  now  able.  Now  if  we  can  get  it 
endowed,  we  shall  be  cxHTiposDOti.  This  I  hope  you  will  In  part  aooompUsh.  I  have 
thonght  of  going  to  the  Jerseys  in  the  Spring.  If  I  should  I  cannot  go  to  Haverhill  the 
first  of  May ;  for  I  must  consult  my  westward  friends  in  a  matter  of  so  much  conse- 
quence as  moving  or  not  moving  with  the  College.  It  I  go  to  the  Jerseys,  it  will 
probably  be  about  the  middle  of  April.  Bellgion  is  upon  the  revival  in  these  parts. 
Messrs.  Stillman  and  Spear  were  up  from  Boston,  and  Backus  from  Mlddleborough. 
It  is  sold  that  the  eight  ministers  at  the  Corporation  meeting  were  all  for  Providence. 
This  I  will  not  assert,  however.    But  I  believe  the  Baptist  Society  In  general  are  not 
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dUutlBfled  at  the  determination.  I  contd  tell  yon  a  long  tale  il  I  liad  time,  but  can 
only  tall  ron  that  we  have  tnentf-three  sobolara,  eighteen  of  whom  ate  matricnUted. 
Mrs.  Manning  Joins  in  lore  to  f  ou,  Hr.  and  Mra.  Hart,  &c. 

YouT  nn  worthy  brother,  and  servant  in  the  Ooapel, 

Jamh  Jtunmta. 

The  following  account  written  by  Mr.  Moflee  Brown,  on  Friday, 
February  9tb,  the  next  day  after  the  adjournment,  deserves  to  be  read 
in  thifi  connection :  — 

Wabskm.  Feb.  7, 17T0. 
The  Corporation  met,  swore  in  Oeorge  Hazard,  and  choHs  Darius  Seaalona  as  one  of 
the  Truateea.  The  gentlemen  from  Newport  kept  off  from  laying  before  the  Corpora- 
tion their  reasons  for  aeklng  a  remove  nntil  after  candle-light,  and  after  we  tnaisted  that 
they  shonld  lay  tfaese  iDbecrlptlons  on  the  table.  They  banded  a  bond  from  anndry 
persons  for  £3,100  lawful  money,  being  £10  more  than  onr  former  bond.  We  liuiited 
then  that  as  that  did  not  sroonnt  to  so  much  as  ours,  with  the  land,  that  they  should 
give  np  their  claim,  agreeable  to  promise,  but  after  some  debate  adjourned  about  10 
o'clock  In  the  eTening  to  9  o'clock  in  the  morning.  When  met  they  prsaented  two 
papers,  bnt  insisted  on  knowing  the  amount  of  our  subscription,  which  we  had  before 
told  them  was  to  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  the  unconditional  snbsoiiption  of  £800 
bealdei.  At  length  Henry  Ward  took  me  out  towards  the  door,  and  declared  these  were 
all  they  had,  and  that  they  had  no  orders  to  go  any  higher,  and  proposed  if  we  would 
not  lodge  any  further  snbscrlptlans,  they  wonld  lay  down  their  papers,  and  proceed  to 
trial  accordingly.  We  agreed.  William  EUery  then  lodged  the  papers  before  held,  and 
wonld  not  deliver  to  anybody,  being  one  bond  for  £1S0  lawful  money,  and  one  other  tor 
£300.  When  we  came  to  foot  onr  sums,  we  had  abont  £226  more  tlian  they,  ours  being 
£1,1TS.  Herenpon  tbey  delayed  by  many  evasions  proceeding  to  business,  and  Insisted 
for  adjournment  to  dinner;  after  which  the  meeting  met,  and  after  watting  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  Samuel  Ward,  Doct.  Babcock,  Henry  Ward,  and  others,  came  in  and 
presented  a  security  for  their  unconditional  suliscriptlon,  which  they  said  wasfGOH,  14s. 
■nd  a  bond  for  £600  more.  All  this  time  no  subscriptions  were  produced,  they  alleging 
tbat  tbey  had  left  them  at  home;  and  none  were  finally  produced.  By  this  last  bond 
they  exceeded  our  subscriptions,  land  and  all,  abont  £380.  Whereopon  it  was  thought 
adviaabie  to  lodge  the  last  snbscription  we  had  to  make  use  of  upon  this  occasion, 
amounting  to  £236,  with  the  Treasurer,  not  caring  to  trust  the  vote,  they  being  so  much 
ahead,  especially  as  they  insisted  that  our  unconditional  subscription  ought  not  to  tell 
anytbingi  whereby  they  would  be  abont  £1,23S  over  us.    This  reduced  it,  so  that  reckon- 
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log  the  whole  of  theii  Bum  and  (he  whole  of  ours,  they  were  £108  more  tbaa  we,  "We 
presented  b  olcnlation  in  the  Brgumenta,  of  the  amoant  of  the  bnlldlDg  If  at  Newport, 
more  than  11  at  Providence,  amounting  to  £S!i  lawfnl  monef ,  which  we  lulated  should 
be  added  to  ours,  leaving  a  bBlance  in  onr  favor  of  £lUt.  The  vote  came  on  after  long 
litigation  and  argument,  both  Kant  and  Warren  putting  in  their  claims.  The  vote  was, 
RxrKU.OKifoi:.  It  passed  In  the  negative  by  twenty-one  to  fourteen  votes.  Bo  the 
marita  of  the  Newport  arguments  made  by  Henry  Ward,  and  others,  replied  to  by  self, 
Governor  Hopkins,  and  others. 

Hosas  BsowH. 
February  9, 1770. 

The  following  letter,  published  in  the  Newport  Mercury,  under  date 
of  Monday,  Feb.  12,  1770,  and  written  by  one  who  attended  tiie  meet- 
ing, shows  as  Manning  states,  that  the  old  party  *'  was  wanned  up  some- 
thing considerable."  It  is  intix>du(;ed  as  an  illustration  of  the  spirit  of 
the  times,  and  of  the  manifold  difficulties  which  our  pious  fathers  had 
to  encounter  in  founding,  locating,  and  endowing  the  College :  — 

Ma.  BooTSWtCK: 

VUhoQt  favor  or  affection  I  expect  yon  vrlll  insert  the  following,  or  say  no  more 
about  the  LOiaKTT  or  thb  rsass.  Lost  Wednesday  I  attended  the  Corporation  of  the 
Providence  College,  for  Rhode  Island  Is  ont  of  the  qDestlon,  held  at  Warren,  to  oonault 
and  determine  what  town  or  connty  had  raised  the  largest  subscription,  when  It  was 
evident  to  the  greatest  fool  present,  wblch  was  perhaps  myself,  that  the  town  of  New- 
port's subaoription  exceeded  that  of  Providence,  six  or  seven  hundred  pounds,  lawful 
money,  and,  I  believe  on  a  Just  calcnlation,  the  difference  would  be  more;  and  yet, 
pursuing  the  arithmetic  practised  by  a  late  session  of  Parliament  in  the  affair  of  the 
Middlesex  election,  between  Wilkes  and  Luttrell,  that  la,  by  the  force  of  bribery  and 
cormptlon,  proving  two  to  be  more  than  four,  the  vote  waa  carried  for  Providence. 
Astonishing  I  That  four  men  of  this  place,  some  of  whom  had  absolutely  pretended  to 
be  friends  of  this  town,  and  bad  subscribed  a  small  sum  tor  having  the  College  placed 
here,  should  act  such  a  low,  base  part,  as  to  be  duped  by  a  set  of  men,  who  lor  twenty 
years  past  have,  on  every  occasion,  manifested  the  moat  inTeterat«  malice  against  this 
town  and  Island.  The  Eev.  President  has  abused  and  sold,  for  a  mesa  of  pottage,  the 
people  of  Warren,  who  have  exerted  themselves  In  a  most  extraordinary  manner  to 
serve  him ;  and  yet,  forsooth,  he  most  have  a  vote  of  the  Corporation  to  exculpate  him ; 
but  I  observed  a  large  number  who  held  their  hands  very  close  to  their  bodies,  and  did 
not  make  the  least  motion  to  raise  them  In  hla  favor.    However,  he  Is  what  he  is,  a  wolf 
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Inah»ep'iclotIiing,  uid  will,  donbtlMB,  tiLBtTaot  jovthln  the  way  they  ahonld  wUk— 
aftflT  him.  I  hope,  Hi.  Printer,  yon  will  hava  a  trae  list  of  the  voters  on  each  side  at 
Uia  msetlng  of  the  Corporation,  in  Beason  tor  yonr  aext ;  as  these  things  ought  to  ba 
mada  pnbllc,  that  the  people  may  not  be  hoodwinked ;  the  publication  of  which  will  be 
greatly  to  the  honor  of  some  gentlemen,  and  to  the  lasting  disgrace  of  some  others. 
I  am  yours,  etc.. 

An  Bimrr  to  all  HTrocurn,  and  thosb  wbo  aiTKAr 


FoUowing  the  above  is  what  the  writer  tenos  "  a  plain  and  incoQ- 
testable  account  of  facts"  pertaining  to  the  final  deciaiou;  in  which  the 
amount  of  BubBcriptions  and  securities  offered  hy  Providence  is  stated 
to  have  been  ^4,399,  18s.,  and  from  Newport  jE4,558,  14s.,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance in  favor  of  the  latter  of  jE159,  Is.  This  agrees  with  the  i«cords. 
Mannii^,  on  the  contrary,  states  that  Newport  "  laised  by  subscription, 
£4,000  lawful  money,  taking  in  their  unoonditional  subscription ;  but 
Providence  presented  £4,280  lawful,  and  advantages  superior  to  Newport 
in  other  respects."  Mr.  Moses  Brown,  it  will  be  observed,  gives  a  bal- 
ance in  favor  of  Providence  of  £415,  reckoning  the  cost  of  the  bnildiDg 
as  being  less  at  Providence  than  at  Newport.  The  facts  are  all  plainly 
stated.  The  difference  in  the  amounts  is  evidently,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  "higher  criticism,"  so  called,  of  to-day,  one  of  ihtbbpbetation. 
There  may,  furthermore,  have  been  a  difference  in  Uie  valuation  of  the 
land  offered  as  a  part  of  the  Providence  subscriptions.  It  would  not  be 
unfeir,  perhaps,  to  ascribe  to  William  Ellery,  who,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  Moees  Brown,  was  present  at  the  meeting  in  Warren,  this  caus- 
tic article  in  the  Mereury,  From  beginning  to  end  he  showed  himself 
a  bitter  and  determined  enemy  of  the  College.  We  shall  see  more  of 
his  opposition  before  we  reach  the  close  of  our  narrative. 

Of  the  thirty-five  members  of  the  Corporation  who  were  present  at 
this  meeting  in  Warren,  eleven  were  from  Providence,  and  fifteen  from 
Newport.  The  four  members  from  Newport  who  voted  "Not,"  on  the 
question  of  final  location,  whom  this  writer  in  die  Newport  Mercury 
designates  as  "hypocrites,"  who  betrayed  the  interests  of  the  town,  con- 
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HigDing  them  to  "lasting  disgrace,"  were,  according  to  Manning,'  the 
three  Baptist  ministers,  viz. :  Messis.  Upham,  Maxson,  and  Thurston. 
The  fourth  member  was  without  doubt  Col.  Job  Bennet,  Treasurer 
of  the  College  from  1T6T  until  1775.  He  was  a  wholesale  merchant  on 
Thames  street,  dealing  in  cloths,  West  India  goods  and  lumber,  and 
renting  houses,  of  which  he  owned  a  number.  He  had  been  an  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  was  now  an  active  and  influential 
member  of  Maxson's  church.  Manning  and  Smith  were  very  intimate 
with  him,  stopping  beneath  his  hospitable  roof  whenever  they  visited 
Newport  In  the  account  of  gubscriptions  for  the  building  up  to  March 
11, 1771,  his  name  appears  for  ^64,  4b.  lawful  money,  or  two  hundred 
and  twelve  dollars.  This  is  the  largest  sum  paid  by  any  subscriber  out- 
side of  Providence. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  who  were  the  members  from  Providence, 
and  also  who  from  other  towns  voted  "  Not "  at  the  final  decision.  The 
Providence  members  were  as  follows  :  —  Chancellor  Hopkins,  Doct. 
Jabez  Bowen,  Doct.  Ephraim  Bowen,  Judge  Jenckes,  Nicholas  Brown, 
Joseph  Brown,  Jc»eph  Russell,  Thomas  Greene,  Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke, 
Hon.  Darius  Sessions,  and  Elder  Samuel  Winsor.  The  other  Baptist 
ministers  were  Stillman  from  Boston,  Backus  from  Middleborough, 
Mason  from  Swansea,  and  President  Manning.  Nathan  Spear,  a  prom- 
inent Baptist  layman  from  Boston,  and  Sylvester  Child,  a  member  of 
Manning's  church  in  Warren,  also  voted  "Not."  These,  with  the  four 
from  Newport,  make  up  the  "  twenty-one  "  voters  in  favor  of  Providence.* 

The  Hon.  Chancellor  Hopkins,  who  presided  over  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  thus  states  the  case  of  the  two  rival  claimants,  presenting  in 
a  clear  and  concise  manner  the  controversy  from  the  beginning :  — 

The  ceal  and  spirit  of  the  people  here,  more  than  M  Newport,  for  promottng  the 
CoUegelsceTtalnlymoHt  evident:  — First,  by  the nnconditloiiBleubacriptloD,  which, In 

>  Letter  to  Smith.  "  It  It  Mid  that  the  eight  mlnUteri  (Beptlits)  M  thoCorparMlon  were  all  for 
ProTidenoB." 

■  The  tallowing  memben  of  the  Corpontlon  yoted  tor  Kewport,  Tit.:  Doct.  Thonu*  ^r«e, 
Henr;  Ward,  Hon.  Samuel  Waid.  Hon.  Joglu  London,  Hod.  JOMpb  Wanton,  OeorgB  Hazard, 
FalOK  Baiker.  John  Warren,  John 'Tumer,  Edward  Thnraton,  Jr.,  John  O.  'Wantan,  Hon.  Joiboa 
Babcock,o[  Wetterlr,  William  Brown,  of  Swanaea,  and  JamM  Holme,  of  South  Klnsitown. 
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Providence,  wasuearly  double  to  that  in  Newport;  whereu,  U  tfaelr  zeal  fortbelnetitn- 
tion  had  been  equal  to  onn,  the  nambec  of  the  people  and  their  abllitieecompued,  their 
BDbecTlptloiu  onght  to  have  been  mach  more  than  double  to  onrs.  And,  u  tbis  was 
«ooll7  transacted  In  both  towns,  before  any  kind  of  strife  was  began  or  emulation  was 
raised  about  the  place  where  the  College  should  be  erected.  It  is  the  strongest  proof 
iou^nable  that  the  ardor  of  the  Providence  people,  while  no  bj-ends  biased,  was  infi- 
nitely greater  than  that  of  the  gentlemen  of  Newport. 

Again,  if  we  consider  the  conditional  subscriptions  of  both  towns,  we  shall  erl- 
dently  And  the  same  superiority  In  the  Providence  people's  xeol  for  the  College,  for 
this  subscription  was  set  on  foot  and  principally  filled  In  Providence,  from  the  very 
laudable  motive  of  promoting  the  Institution  and  putting  it  In  a  conditton  that  the ' 
College  edifice  might  be  erected  somewhere,  and  not  with  the  least  view  of  circumventing 
any  other  place,  as  some  have  too  uncharitably  represented. 

'We  first  with  grief  observed  the  very  little  progress  of  the  unconditional  subscrip- 
tions, after  the  Commencement,  and  that  there  was  very  little  hope,  within  any  reason- 
able time,  that  asnm  in  any  degree  equal  to  erect  a  building,  which  might  be  tolerably 
decent  and  useful,  would  be  obtained.  This  being  also  observed  by  the  lata  ingenious 
Hr.  Campbell,  induced  blm  to  promoteaoondltlonalsabBarfptlon  in  King's  County*  and 
Kent,  which,  as  soon  as  we  had  knowledge  of,  we  also  encouraged,  in  hopes  that 
It  might  have  answered  the  purpose  arrived  at.  Bat  when  that  had  been  fully  tried, 
we  found  that  the  sum  likely  to  be  raised  by  It  would  be  altogether  inadequate  to  the 
design  In  hand. 

Things  being  in  this  situation,  and  after  divers  consultatlonB  had  about  it,  we  at 
length  determined  to  opena  conditional ■ubocriptlon  In  Providence,  which  filled  beyond 
our  warmest  expectations,  and  seemed  to  promise  that  a  CoUeice  edifice  might  be  soon 
erected.  This  snbscription  we  offered  to  the  Corporation  at  their  meeting  In  November 
last,  and  they  then  approved  ct  It. 

But  some  gentlemen  of  Newport  perceiving  a  probability  that  the  College  might  be 
erected  at  Providence,  were  moved  by  their  unreasonable  enmiq*  to  that  town,  to  do 
that  which  the  good  of  the  Institution  Itself  could  never  have  induced  them  to  do.  They 
accordingly  desired  that  time  might  be  allowed  to  the  people  of  the  town  and  county 
of  Newport,  to  see  if  tbey  could  not  n^se  a  larger  sum  for  the  College  than  any  that 
was  then  offered ;  and  acootdlugly  the  time  they  asked  was  allowed,  so  long  as  not  to 
delay  carrying  on  the  building  longer  than  the  1st  of  January  past.  Tet,  although  they 
have  taken  near  double  the  time  allowed  them,  and  the  generous  and  pubUo-eplrited 
Hr.  Abrabant  Bedwood  bath  given  more  than  a  fifth  port  of  the  whole  sum,  yet  their 
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whole  snbtcrlption  doth  not  exceed  onra,  from  which  It  Is  qnlte  plain  that  their  zeal  tor 
the  Collegei  even  when  whetted  b?  their  averalon  to  Providence,  has  fallen  greatly  ahott 
ot  oorslnthe  coDditlonol  snbacrlptianB  aL*o. 

From  all  wbieb  reasons,  with  aome  others  too  invidious  to  mention,  bot  which  will 
natnrftlly  occur  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  in  tbls  matter.  It  must 
be  very  evident  the  College  edifice  will  be  mach  sooner  built  and  the  Inatitutlou  much 
more  encouraged  and  supported.  If  it  be  left  in  the  care  ot  the  people  at  Providence, 
who  have  from  the  beginning  shown  so  much  zeal  and  attention  to  it,  than  U  it  should 
be  removed  and  put  under  the  care  of  those  people  ot  Newport  who  have  shown  so 
little  regard  for  it  in  anj  other  light  than  in  making  a  matter  ot  contention  about  It. 

The  Chancellor  alludes  to  the  "unreasonable  enmity"  of  the  people 
of  Newport  to  Pi-ovidence.  It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  there  had 
long  existed  an  unpleasant  state  of  feeling  between  the  two  towns ; 
and  it  is  evident  that  this  feeling  entered  into  the  contest  respecting 
the  Qnal  location  of  the  College.  The  famous  Ward  and  Hopkins  con- 
troversy  commenced  in  1755,  and  continued  for  thirteen  yeais  with  all 
the  bitterness  of  the  most  ])artisaii  strife,  served,  doubtless,  to  stimu- 
late the  zeal  and  passions  of  the  parties  contending  for  the  College. 
Governor  Ward,  who  was  an  active  member  of  the  Corporation,  repre- 
sented the  people  in  the  southern  counties  of  the  State,  while  the  voters 
in  the  northern  counties  supported  his  more  successful  rival.  The 
reasons  "  too  obvious  to  mention  "  which  determined  the  final  vote,  can 
readily  be  inferred  by  the  leadeis  of  our  narrative.  The  decided  pref- 
erence of  the  President  for  Providence,  as  indicated  in  his  anonymous 
letter  to  Kicholas  Brown,  doubtless  hod  great  influence  with  his  friends, 
especially  wiEh  those  of  his  own  religious  denomination. 

And  now  comes  another  phase  of  this  celebrated  contest  which  the 
writer  would  gladly  omit ;  but  historical  accuracy  and  a  desire  to  state 
all  the  facts  require  the  details.  In  circumstances  like  these  the  aup- 
preasio  vert,  as  President  Sears  happily  remarks  in  his  Centennial  Dis- 
course, would  be  as  culpable  in  the  historian  as  the  av^ffettio  faUi.  The 
decision,  says  Edwards,  to  locate  the  College  at  Providence,  "touched 
the  jealousy  and  piqued  the  pride  of  the  Islanders,  so  as  to  make  them 
enemies  to  the  Institution  itself."     The  opponents  at  once  moved  for 
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another  coUege  to  be  located  at  Newport.  In  a  letter  to  Manning, 
Edwards  adds :  —  When  the  CoUege  "  had  a  locality  and  the  beginning 
of  existence  at  Providence,  did  they  not,  with  some  misled  Baptists, 
attempt  to  get  another  college  to  destroy  yours?"  The  leader  in 
this  movement  appears  to  have  been  William  Ellery.  This  we  learn 
from  Dr.  Stiles.  In  his  diary,  under  date  of  Feb.  23, 1770,  we  read :  — 
"Mr.  EUeiy  came  to  discomse  about  the  charter  of  another  college^ 
on  the  plan  of  equal  liberty  to  Congregationalists,  Baptists,  Episco- 
palians, Quakers."  And  April  1,  1770,  be  adds: — "There  is  now 
pending  before  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  a  petition  for 
a  charter  for  a  college  here  in  Newport,  since  the  first  Khode  Island 
College  is  fixed  at  Providence.     CoUege  enthusiasm  ] "' 

Judge  Staples,  in  his  "Annals  of  Providence,"  thus  states  the 
case :  —  "  One  of  the  results  of  the  location  of  this  Institution  at 
Providence,  was  an  appUcation  to  the  General  Assembly,  by  another 
set  of  petitioners,  for  another  college.  At  the  February  session,  1770, 
a  charter  for  an  academy  and  coUege,  to  be  located  at  Newport,  passed 
the  Lower  House  of  the  Assembly  by  twenty  majority.  The  appUca- 
tion was  not  favorably  received  in  the  Upper  House,  where  it  was  eitlier 
rejected  or  indefinitely  postponed."  It  was  neither  rejected  nor  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  but  referred  to  the  next  ses8i<m,  through  the  influence, 
perhaps,  of  Judge  Jenckes  and  Moses  Brown,  two  of  the  Representatives 
to  the  General  Assembly  from  Providence.  A  writer  in  the  Newport 
Mercury  for  March  12,  1770,  who  signs  himself  C.  D.,  after  speaking 
of  the  want  of  good  schools,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  long 
felt,  and  of  their  efforts  to  have  the  Baptist  CoUege  here,  fnistmted 
"solely  by  the  unwearied  pains  taken  to  represent  it  as  a  party  scheme," 
proceeds  to  give  a  concise  account  of  the  affair  as  foUows  :  — 

A  plan  ■wwt  then  formed  for  founding  a  good  acliool,  the  principal  design  of  -whieh 
vaa  to  edncaM  the  yonlh  in  the  most  necessary  branchas  of  learoing,  cBpeclallj  In  (he 
Engllab  langoage,  in  writing,  in  arithmetic,  and  in  inch  Bclenoes  aa  are  moat  nBefnl  in 
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ft  mariUma  town.  Bnt  oa  thers  are  genetall;  about  tottj  acIkoUra  here,  who  rtndy  the 
learned  laugoagea,  aevsTal  of  whom  (if  it  ooald  be  dona  with  cheapneaa  and  ooa- 
venienca)  would  probably  be  educated  In  the  hlghei  biauchea  of  learning,  It  waa 
thought  beat  to  enlarge  the  plan,  and  form  a  aeminarj  to  oonalat  of  a  ootlege  and  a 
idhool  together ;  the  more  eapeoislly  aa  ths  conferring  anch  literary  honors  apon  the 
pupils  as  they  ahonld  merit,  would  be  an  Induoement  to  gentlemen  without  the  Colony 
to  bring  up  their  children  upon  this  healthy  and  delightful  spot. 

A  charter  wai  accordingly  drawn  and  agreed  upon ;  by  which  the  gOTemment  of  this 
■eminaiy  la  equally  divided  among  the  four  leading  denominations  of  Christiana  In  the 
Colony;  and  every  possible  precaution  taken  to  preeerre  that  equality  forever.  This 
oluuteT  waa  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  at  the  last  session  and  granted  by  the 
Ijower  House ;  but  was  by  the  Upper  House  referred  to  the  next  seaslon. 

Aa  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  manager*  for  the  town,  have  been  unjoatly 
accused  of  being  actuated  by  party  views.  In  prasatng  the  Upper  House  to  a  concur- 
rence with  the  I>ower  House,  Instead  of  consenting  that  the  petition  ahould  ba  referred ; 
and  as  this  present  attempt  to  establish  a  seminary  of  learning  here,  pregnant  with  so 
many  advantages  to  the  town  and  Colony,  most  inevitably  meet  with  the  same  fate  as 
the  loimer.  If  It  be  thought  that  some  of  the  principal  undertakers  In  it  have  nothing 
in  view  but  the  Interest  of  a  party,  it  is  necessary  to  give  an  account,  and  explain  the 
true  reasons  of  their  conduct. 

After  every  argantent  that  could  be  suggested,  was  made  use  of  to  Induce  the  Upper 
House  to  a  concurrence  with  the  I<ower  House,  it  was  proposed  by  some  of  the  mem- 
bers to  refer  the  pettUon  to  the  next  session.  Upon  this  the  manager*  for  the  town 
rery  Justly  observed,  that  the  relerring  the  petition  was  absolntely,  to  all  Intents  and 
purposes,  the  same  as  a  non-concnrrence.  For  it  1*  the  known  and  established  mleand 
practice  of  the  Parliament  ol  Great  Britain,  and  of  every  Assembly  npon  this  continent, 
that  all  business  begun  by  one  branch  of  the  Leglslatare,  and  not  concurred  with  by 
the  other  branch  or  branches  at  the  *ame  session,  dies  of  itself.  And,  It  ever  revived, 
must  originate  anew ,  and  receive  the  concurrence  and  assent  of  all  the  branches,  at  the 
same  session ;  otherwise  it  cannot  pass  into  a  law.  The  reasons  why  this  rule  should 
never  be  departed  from,  are  so  clear,  that  they  need  not  be  mentioned.  Exceptions,  it 
is  true,  there  have  been  in  this  Colony,  owing  to  the  loose  and  hasty  manner  in  which 
business  has  sometimes  been  done.  Bnt  even  here,  this  rule  hath  been  generally 
adhered  to;  the  contrary  practice  having  always  been  esteemed  Irregalar.  And  In 
oases  ol  importance,  when  votes  have  been  by  one  House  referred  to  the  next  session, 
they  have.  In  conaeqnenoe  of  an  application  of  the  other  House,  upon  this  rule  been  acted 
upon  and  finlahed  the  same  session.  It  was  farther  observed  to  the  Upper  House,  that 
a  retereniM  would  prove,  at  least,  as  fatal  as  an  absolnte  non-ooncnrrence.    For,  if  the 
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-rote  of  the  Lower  House,  passed  «t  Febraary  aeuion,  should  be  concurred  with  bj  an 
IIppeT  Eonse  to  be  ohosea  In  Hay  following,  when  the  Lover  Home,  who  originated 
and  passed  the  vote,  would  be  dissolved,  and  there  would  be  a  perfect  new  Assembly, 
no  one  would  imagine  that  snoh  a  concurrence  would  make  a  regular  and  legal  act. 
And  therefore  It  could  not  be  supposed,  that  any  gentlemen  in  their  senses,  it  they 
weighed  the  matter,  would  expend  latge  snme  of  money  upon  so  uncertain  and  preca> 
rlona  a  foundation,  as  a  charter  so  obtained. 

The  generous  disposition  that  prevaUs  for  establishing  a  seminary  of  learning  here, 
which  will  prove  benefldal  not  only  to  Oie  present,  but  to  all  future  generations,  most 
give  a  sensible  pleasure  to  every  friend  to  the  town  and  the  Colony. 

There  is  the  highest  reason  to  expect  that  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  next  ses- 
sion, will  giant  the  Charter.  To  give  weight  to  onr  appUoaUon,  a  handsome  subscrip- 
tion will  be  neoassary,  and  accordingly  one  will  be  opened  the  day  after  proxlng  for 
General  OfBcen.  It  la  put  off  nntU  that  time,  to  prevent  any  appearance  or  suggestion 
of  party  motives  In  prosecuting  so  noble  an  undertaking. 

Why  the  General  Assembly  did  not  giant  the  Charter,  as  the  writer 
of  the  article  aaya  there  was  "  the  highest  reason  to  expect,"  at  its  next 
session,  which  was  held  in  Newport  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  suc- 
ceeding, may  be  best  explained  by  the  foUowitig  action  of  the  Coipora- 
tion :  — 

At  a  special  meeting  held  in  Warren,'  on  the  25th  of  April,  1770,  it 
was,  as  appears  from  the  records, 

flejofosd,  That  this  Corporation  make  application  to  the  General  Assembly  and  pray 
that  a  petition  now  before  the  Assembly  for  granting  a  charter  for  another  college  may 
be  rejected. 

inie  foUowliig  citation  for  this  meeting  appeared  In  tbe  Providtnoe  Otuetta  for  April  T,  1170:  — 
"  This  Is  to  notify  the  members  of  the  CorporUloii  of  the  Oollege  In  the  Colony  to  meet  together 
■t  Wanen,  on  Wednesday,  the  Xth  ot  this  Instant,  April,  to  take  Into  oonslderstlon  inndiy  matters 
ol  Importance,  nxj  Interesting  to  the  Institution,  which  wlU  be  laid  before  them. 

Jaksb  KunoKO,  PittldeiU. 
Bdwibd  VrBxu,     \ 
TsonAS  Srnss,       |  FtUowt. 
J  ABBS  Bowxn,  Ja.,  ) 
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VoUd,  That  the  Chuicellor,  th«  President, the  Hon.  DkHub  Sesiiona,  the  Bev.  Sunnel 
StlllmBa,  Col.  Job  Bennet,  and  the  beoretBry,  be  a  committee  to  draw  »  memorial  to  the 
Geneial  Aasembly  pursuant  to  the  pieoedtug  resolntlon. 

The  record  continues :  —  ^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  remouatrauce  to  the  Oeneial  AMSmblr  pre- 
sented a  draft,  which  being  twice  read,  and  approved,  the  Secretary  U  directed  to  make 
afaircopy,  alftn  It,  anddeliTerlC  to  the  committee  which  will  be  appointed  to  present  It 
to  the  General  Aaaembly. 

VoUd,  That  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Hon.  Samnel  Ward,  Hon.  Darins  Sessions, 
Col.  JobBennet.Hoaes  Brown,  Judge  DanlelJenclces,  John  TUlinghaat,  Oliver  Arnold, 
and  James  Uitcfael  Taruum,  be,  and  they,  or  tbe  major  pan  of  them  are  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  to  the  Oeueral  Assembly  and  enlorce  the  aald  remonstrance. 

This  memorial  or  remonstrsnce,  which  we  are  bappj  to  be  able  to 
present  to  our  readers,  is  preserved  on  file  among  the  College  papers. 
On  the  back  of  it,  in  the  handwriting  of  President  Manning,  is  the 
following:  —  "Copy  of  a  Remonstrance  of  ye  Cop"  to  ye  G.  Assembly 
gainst  a  new  college.  1770."  The  handwriting  within  is  probably 
that  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  chairman  of  the  committee.  It  is  an 
exceedingly  valuable  oiGoial  document,  inasmuch  aa  it  settles  points 
in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  College  which  have  sometimes  been  dis- 
puted, giving  the  reasons  why  it  was  founded,  stating  clearly,  in  con- 
nection with  previous  narratives  or  accounts,  by  whom  it  was  founded, 
when  it  was  founded,  and  where  the  plan  originated.  Two  of  the 
committee,  it  will  be  observed,  Doct.  Eyres  and  Colonel  Bennet, 
belonged  in  Kewport.  Governor  Sessions  was  a  Congregationalist 
from  Providence.  Chancellor  Hopkins  was  a  Quaker.  President 
Manning,  ihe  second  one  named  on  the  committee,  was  familiar,  of 
course,  with  all  t^e  facts  in  the  case.  Chancellor  Hopkins,  it  may  be 
added,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  prepare  the  remonstrance, 
and  also  chairman  of  the  committee  to  present  it  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  enforce  it,  was  appointed  one  of  the  RepresentatiTes  from 
Providence  to  the  following  May  and  October  sessions.    The  other 
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three  Representatives  were  Judge  Daniel  Jenckes,  Moses  Brown,  and 
Benjamin  Man :  — 

To  tbe  Honorable  the  General  Aasembl;  ol  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  to  sit  at 

Newport  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Hay,  ITTO:  — 

The  RemonatTaDce  of  the  TruHteaB  «Dd  Fellowa  ol  the  Corpoiation  o(  the  College  In 
•aid  Colony  humbly  abeireth :  — 

That,  the  Beveral  deaomtnations  of  BapUata  residing  In  moat  ot  the  British  Iforth- 
em  Colonies  are,  taken  cotteotively,  a  considerable  body  of  Christiana;  and  these 
people,  having  of  Uteyears  taken  into  oonslderation,  that  there  ate  no  public  semlnk- 
rias  for  the  education  of  youth,  where  those  of  that  peranaslon  can  enjoy  equal  freedom 
and  advantages  with  others,  ware  therebj'  induced  to  form  a  reaoluton  to  erect  a  col- 
lege, and  Institute  a  aeminary  lor  the  education  of  youth  aomewhere  In  North  America, 
to  be  effected  chiefly,  If  not  altogether,  by  the  application,  and  at  the  cost  and  expanse 
o(  the  Baptist  cburches. 

^That,  having  proceeded  thus  far,  they  began  to  enquire  after  the  most  convenient 
place  for  executing  their  design ;  and,  on  deliberation,  finding  that  the  Colony  of  Bbode 
Island  waa  flret  aettled  chiefly  by  Baptists,  that  a  very  considerable  part  of  Its  Inhab- 
itants are  still  ol  that  persuasion,  and  that  a  anlvaraal  toleration  ot  liberty  ot  con- 
edence  hath  from  tbe  beginning  taken  place  In  it,  thay  liad  great  hope  it  would  prove 
a  propel  place  for  founding  a  College,  and  in  which  the  Infant  Institution  might  be 
most  encouraged ;  and  accordingly  applied  to  the  Qeneral  Assembly  ot  aald  Colony  tor 
a  cliartet  of  incorporation,  wliich  they  thankfully  acknowledge  was  treaty  granted 

That,  in  forming  thia  charter  care  was  taken,  that  notwithstanding  the  burden  ot 
expanse  was  to  fall  chiefly  on  the  Baptiats ;  yet,  no  other  Christian  society  should  be 
excludedfrom  the  benefits  of  It;  and  accordingly,  a  sufficient  number  from  each  of  the 
principal  of  them  were  taken  in  to  be  Truatees  and  Fellows  in  the  Corporation  as 
might  be  able  to  take  core  of,  and  guard  their  Interest  In  it,  in  all  time  to  come.  And 
the  youth  of  every  denomination  of  Christians  ore  fully  entitled  to,  and  actually  enjoy, 
eqnal  advantages  in  every  respect,  as  the  Baptists  themselves,  without  being  burdened 
with  any  rellgioua  test  or  constraint  whatsoever. 

That,  alnce  granting  the  charter  aforesaid,  several  considerable  men  among  the 
Baptists  have  taken  great  pains,  as  well  In  Guropa  as  America,  to  solicit  benefactions 
lor  endowing  said  College,  and  have  collected  considerable  sums  for  that  purpose; 
and  many  others  of  the  same  Society  have  been  very  lat|;s  contributors  toward  the 
expense  of  erecting  the  College  edifice. 

All  tliis  being  known  and  understood,  we  confess  our  surprise  at  the  thoughts  of 
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thoae  who  are  pleued  to  look  upon  this  vt  &  reiy  contncted  plan ;  and  this  sniprlse 
becomes  » teal  concern  on  being  Informed,  ttiat  a  petition  hath  been  aet  on  foot,  and 
■ubicribed  hj  a  great  number  of  peisons,  pcaTlng  tbe  General  Assembly  to  grant 
another  charter  for  instituting  a  collage  within  the  said  Colony,  different  and  separate 
from  that  already  granted  and  established,  and  pretended  to  be  on  a  more  liberal  and 
Catholic  plan;  and  our  concern  is  incrsased  to  a  real  anxiety  on  perceiving  the 
General  Assembly  entertained  the  said  petition  with  somewhat  of  approbation. 

Permit  us  therefore  to  remonstrate,  that,  as  we  had  Brm  reliance  on  the  lasting  faith 
and  credit  of  the  Legislative  Body  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  that  faith  and  credit 
hath  by  lu  as  a  Corporation  been  asseited  and  pledged.  In  most  parts  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  in  many  parts  of  America;  and,  on  that  fonndation  large  snms  of  money 
have  been  given,  and  more  subscribed,  toward  this  Institution.  That,  should  a  charter 
be  granted  far  erecting  another  Corporation  of  the  same  kind  in  this  Colony,  all  those 
who  have  been  henelactors  to  this  will  think  themselves  deluded  and  deceived ;  not- 
withstanding we  have  acted  under  the  faith  of  the  Oovemment ;  and  all  those  that 
hereafter  might  become  benefactors  will  be  discouraged  and  hindered.  That,  the 
granting  of  our  charter,  being  for  erecting  and  endowing  a  College  la  the  Colony  ol 
Rhode  laland,  must,  rational  and  Justly,  be  considered  as  exclusive  of  any  other 
college  being  erected  within  U. 

Therefore,  yoor  remonstrants  humbly  pray  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  counte- 
nance and  encourage  the  present  Institntion  and  College  In  this  Colony,  and  not  per- 
mit, or  suffer,  any  other  to  be  set  and  established  to  rival  and  mln  it. 

And  yonr  remonstrants  will  ever  pray. 

This  reiDonstiance,  presented  and  *'  enforced "  by  such  men  as 
Stephen  Hopkins,  Daniel  Jenckes,  and  Moses  Brown,  proved  effectual. 
The  charter  for  another  college  was  not  granted.  The  mannsoript  of 
the  proposed  charter,  in  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Stilea,  was  for  a  long 
time  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Dr.  David  King,  of  Newport^  a  grad- 
uate of  the  University,  and  for  thirty  yeara  the  honored  President  of 
the  Newport  Historical  Society.  He  died  in  1882,  leaviaf^  behind  a 
large  and  costly  collection  of  books  on  English  and  American  history. 
Into  whose  hands  the  manuscript  has  since  fallen,  we  are  not  informed. 
The  writer  has  an  impression  of  the  college  seal,  which  was  made  in 
anticipation  of  the  granting  of  the  charter.  It  is  in  size  like  a  silver 
dollar.  In  the  centre  is  the  English  crown,  surmounted  by  the  cross, 
with  several  devices  underneath.     Around  the  centre  are  the  Latin 
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words !  —  "Sig.  Col.  Cust.  Rhod.  Ins.  et  Prov.  in  Nov.  Ang."  The 
seal  was  for  many  years  in  the  posBessioD  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wyatt,  for- 
merly Reotor  of  St.  Paul's  Parish,  Baltimore,  fi-om  whom  it  came  into 
the  hands  of  his  son,  Charles  H.  Wyatt,  Elsq.,  Attomey-«t-law." ' 

The  final  decision  to  locate  the  College  at  Providence,  although 
a  wise  one,  as  the  result  has  proved,  seems  unaccountahle  aside  from 
the  considerations  already  adduced,  in  view  of  the  relative  importance 
of  the  rival  towns.  Providence  was  comparatively  a  small  town, 
while  Kewport,  with  its  eleven  thousand  inhabitants,  was  the  second 
city  in  New  England,  and  the  centre  of  opulence,  refinement,  and 
learning.  "She  had,"  says  the  historian,*  "seventeen  manufactories 
of  sperm  oil  and  candles,  five  rope-walks,  three  sugar  refineries,  one 
brewery,  and  twenty-two  distilleries  of  rum,  an  article  which  in  those 
days  was  deemed  essential  to  the  health  of  the  sailor  and  the  soldier, 
and  all  hard  working  men.  Her  foreign  commerce  found  employment 
for  nearly  two  hundred  ships,  and  her  domestic  trade  for  between  three 
and  four  hundred  coastit^  craft.  A  regular  line  of  packets  kept  open 
her  communicationa  with  London  for  passengers  and  mails.  Her  soci- 
ety had  never  lost  the  intellectual  impulse  given  it  by  Berkeley."  Doct. 
Waterhouse,  in  a  newspaper  article  published  in  1824,  which  has  been 
frequently  quoted,  describee  "the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  from  its  salu- 
brity and  surpassing  beauty  before  the  Revolutionaiy  War  so  sadly 
defaced  it,"  as  "  the  chosen  resort  of  the  rich   and  philosophic  from 

<  lb*  follovlng  MMt  trom  Mr.  W7»tt  nur  be  of  InUrMt  In  tbil  Coniiectlon :  — 

Klltivobb,  D«c.  U,  U88. 
Mb.  K.  a.  Omu),  Ubrartan  Brown  Uniutnltv,  ProvidmoB,  R.  I. 

MtDkasSik: — BnckMBdl  •end  ;im  uk  ImprsMlon  Mken  from  in  old  awl  now  In  m;  poMa*- 
■lon,  whlob  I  am  tod  bt  think  omj  be  kq  old  seal  of  Brown  nnlnnf  tf,  and  abonld  ba  glad  to  lmo« 
froiD  Ton  U  tbls  1*  a  fitet.  rrODiborboodlTMDSnbertbUwalaibeinKliiampon  tbe  daakoCnjt 
fathar,  tbe  B«*.  Dr.  Vfatt,  for  manj  yaan  reotor  of  St.  Paal'i  Parlib,  Baltimore,  and  of  ita  being 
aaad  aa  a  pa]>er  weight.  Of  ita  blatocT  I  know  Dolhlog,  and  cannot  Intaglne  bow  It  came  Into  bla 
poaaeaalon.  U  It  abonld  prove  to  be  tbe  aeal  of  tbe  Dnlienlt;,  and  there  la  ai^  Interest  attaohl^ 
te  It,  1  abonld  be  glad  to  aend  It  to  them.   If  It  la  not,  ^n  ma;  be  able  to  tell  me  where  It  orlg- 


>  Oreaae'a  "  Short  EUttorr  of  Bhoda  laland,"  page  20S. 
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nearly  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.' '  Among  the  ai^^mnents  advanced 
by  the  Newport  contestants  in  favor  of  the  College,  was  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  by  the  professors  and  students  from  the  Redwood  Library, 
which,  at  this  early  period,  was  the  second  library  in  the  country,  con- 
taining choice  books  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  especially  rich  in  classi- 
cal and  theological  lore.  Dr.  Stiles  was  for  many  yeais  the  librarian, 
and  from  its  precious  stores  he  gathered  much  of  the  knowledge  for 
which  he  was  so  justly  renowned.  Providence,  on  thei  other  hand,  had 
no  such  literary  advantages.  But  her  situation  was  more  convenient, 
and  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  the  British  Government,  she  was  much 
less  exposed  to  an  invasion  or  attack.  Her  inhabitants,  too,  were  more 
patriotic  than  the  inhabitants  of  Newport.^  Moreover,  the  great  apostle 
of  civil  and  religious  freedom  had  found  a  shelter  from  oppression  in 
Providence ;  here  he  founded  a  colony  and  a  church ;  and  here  his  lib- 
eral Baptist  sentiments  had  always  prevailed.  And  so  the  well  known 
preferences  of  the  President,  and  the  "Baptist  Society"  at  large,  the 
great  influence  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  and  the  resolute  and  adventurous 
spirit  of  the  Browns  and  the  Jenckes  carried  the  day.  The  College  was 
removed  to  Providence,  and,  in  May,  1770,  the  comer  atone  of  the 
building  now  known  as  "University  Hall,"  was  laid. 

The  committee  appointed,  in  the  language  of  the  records,  "to  fix  a 
suitable  place  for  building  the  edifice,"  consisted  of  John  Brown,  John 
Jenckes,  Joseph  Russell,  Job  Bennet,  and  John  Warren,  any  three  of 
them  to  constitute  a  quorum.  The  first  three  resided  in  Providence ; 
the  last  two  in  Newport.  The  lot  finally  selected  by  this  committee 
comprised  orig^ally  about  eight  acres,  and  included  the  "home-lot"  of 
Chad  Brown,  the  great  ancestor  of  the  Brown  family  in  Providence,  who 
was  an  elder  in  the  church,  and  according  to  tradition,  the  "  first  Bap- 
tist elder  in  Rhode  Island."     Mr.  Moses  Brown,  in  an  interesting  let- 

1  ■•  Theie  wu  itlll  ftootber  clau  of  reaulaTa  whom  Stephen  Bopklni  bkd  In  mlad,  tn  sending  out 
to  (he  public  tbeae  ctnetaUj  considered  u-gumenu.  (The  Bl^ts  of  Colonies  Eiuulned,  etc.)  It 
mi  tbM  of  the  LoyalUts,  wboee  nnmben  were  M  tbls  tlm«  (I7«}  ifOj  formidable.  Tbejr  were 
spectellT  numerous  In  Newport  and  the  N&rraguuett  Coimty."  8m  Foatcs's  "  Stephen  Hopkins  a. 
Bliode  Isl«nd  SUtesmui,"  Vol.  2,  page  B9. 
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ter  to  Preeident  Wayland,  ttnder  date  of  May  25,  1883,  thus  writes 
concerning  this  lot :  — ' 

Wben  the  fixing  ol  the  College  edifice  heie  was  finnly  iettled,  Tatber  than  at 
Wanen,  Newport,  oi  Ban  Oieenwlch,  irhlch  all  claimed  the  pTefereiice,  onr  houte,  then 
oompoeed  of  four  brotheia.  viz. :  Nlcholaa,  Joseph,  John,  and  Hoaee  Brown,  eoncloded 
to  take  charge  of  batldlng  the  naceiaarr  buildings,  puichaslng  land  for  the  same,  etc. 
At  that  time  gardens  and  buildings  ware  to  be  pnrchaaed  and  removed,  beeldee  tha 
site  for  the  College;  for  we  then  knew  the  lot  from  Main  street  to  the  neck  road 
on  the  east  was  the  original  homO'lot  of  our  ancestor,  Chad  Brown,  ol  whom  we  had 
the  tradition  that  he  was  the  tibst  Baftist  Bij>bb  ih  PaavmnircB.  Doct.  Edwards, 
when  collecting  materials  tor  the  history  of  the  Baptists  here,  and  examining  all  the 
elderly  people  he  oonld  find  here,  on  which  bnainess  I  accompanied  him,  was  Informed 
that  Chad  Brown  was  the  first  elder,  although  Roger  Williams,  being  a  preacher  before 
he  came  here,  was  a  preacher  and  continued  It  here  for  some  time.  Richard  Scott  says 
he  was  with  him  in  the  Baptist  way  three  or  four  months,  when  Roger  left  them  and 
went  in  a  way  of  seeking.  Roger's  testimony  respecting  Chad  Brown  I  have  under  bis 
own  hand,  In  a  plea  of  his  t>efore  the  Court  of  the  four  New  England  Colonies,  sayii^, 
"  Chad  Brown  a  wise  and  godly  soul  <now  with  God),  with  myself  brought  the  first 
twelve  and  the  after  comers  to  a  oneness  by  arbitration."  Chad  and  hid  wife  were 
buried  in  their  own  lot  near  the  northwest  comer  of  the  now  town  house,  and  had  a 
large  square  monument  of  granite  over  them,  till  by  the  request  of  the  town  to  widen 
that  street,  their  bones  were  taken  up  and  interred  in  the  North  Burying  Ground,  and 
head  and  toot  stones  were  erected  over  them  by  the  town.  I  saw  their  remains  when 
taken  np.  His  son,  John  Brown  (his  eldest),  was  also  a  preacher,  but  not  an  cider,  and 
was  the  father  of  James  Brown,  long  a  BapUst  elder  until  liia  death.  Thon  may  see 
by  all  this,  OUT  family  had  an  intereet  In  promoting  the  Inbtltution  now  called  Brown 
University,  besides  the  purchase  of  the  name  by  my  worthy  nephew,  Nicholas. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Record  of  Deeds,  book  19,  page 
108,  presents  a  clear  and  accurate  account  of  the  southern  half  of  the 
original  college  premises  :  — 

To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come;  We,  John  Brown  and  Moses 
Brown,  both  of  Providence,  lu  the  County  ol  Providence  and  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  merchants,  send  greeting :  — Enow  ye,  that  we,  (he  said 
John  andllosesBrown,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  snm  olthreehnndred  and  thirty 

History  of  Brown  UDlvenlty,pageaoi. 
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dollftts,  to  na  In  hand  already  paid  hj  the  Tnisteei  and  Fellowa  of  the  CoUego  or  Unlver- 
■It;  In  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  laland  and  ProTidence  Plantations,  in  New  England 
la  America,  the  receipt  whereof,  by  a  dlsconnt  ont  of  the  snms  we  have  Bevarally  inb- 
aciibed  to  the  College,  we  do  hereby  acknowledge,  haya  given,  granted,  bargained,  aold, 
aliened,  enfeoffed,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  present*  do  give,  grant,  aell, 
alien,  convey,  and  conflrm  unto  lald  Trustees  and  FetlowH,  and  to  tbelr  SDoceaoora  and 
assigns  forever,  one  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  In  the  town  of  Providence, 
bounded  .  .  .  wbich  said  piece  of  land  contains  abont  fonr  acres,  and  became  the 
property  of  as,  said  Moses  and  John  Brown,  bj  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sals  from  Samuel 
Fanner,  of  Cranston,  who  received  It  as  one  of  the  legateesof  Daniel  Abbott,  Esq.,  late  of 
said  Pro vidsnoe,  deceased,  who  received  the  northerly  third  part  thereof  from  his  father, 
Daniel  Abbott,  by  descent,  who  purchased  the  same  of  James  Brown,  who  received  it  of 
bis  brother  John  Brown,  the  present  grantor's  great-grandfather,  who  received  It  by 
descent  from  his  lather  Chad  Brown,  who  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  after  the 
native  Indians  of  whom  It  was  pntobssed,  and  Is  the  middle  part  of  that  which  was  bis 
house-lot  or  home-share  of  land  so  called  j  the  other  two-tblrds  being  the  middle  part  of 
the  original  house-tot  or  home-share  of  George  Blckard,  since  called  John  Warner's, 
which  part  was  conveyed  by  the  said  Blckard  to  the  said  Chad  Brown,  from  whom  It 
descended  to  his  aforesaid  son  John,  who  conveyed  It  to  his  brother,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
who  conveyed  the  same  to  the  aforesaid  Daniel  Abbott  the  elder,  from  whom  it 
descended  to  Daniel  Abbott  the  yoonger,  and  became  Samuel  Fenner's  as  aforesaid :  the 
whole  of  this  piece  of  land  making  the  southern  half  of  the  lot  and  highway  leading  to 
it  whereon  the  College  edifice  is  now  erecting. 

The  northern  half  of  the  original  College  premises,  consisting  of 
about  four  acres  of  land,  was  purchased  hj  the  Corporation,  as  per  deed 
recorded  in  the  aforesaid  book,  page  106,  of  Oliver  Bowen,  of  Provi- 
dence, one  of  the  legatees  of  the  aforesaid  Daniel  Abbott,  Esq.,  for  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Abbott,  says  the  record,  *<  took  it  by 
descent  from  his  &ther  Daniel  Abbott,  who  received  two-thirda  part  of 
it,  being  on  the  north  side,  from  Robert  Williams,  by  deed  of  gift,  who 
purchased  it  by  deed  of  bai^ain  and  sale  of  Robert  Monice,  who  par- 
chaaed  of  Daniel  Abbott  the  first,  who  was  an  original  proprietor  after 
the  native  Indians.  The  other  third  part  the  second  named  Daniel 
Abbott  purchased  by  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  from  his  brother  John 
Brown,  who  took  it  by  descent  from  bis  father  Chad  Brown."  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  Chad  Brown  origiaaUy  owned,  or  came  into  the  posaes- 
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sion  of  all  the  land  vbicli  constitated  the  original  college  premises,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  portion  which  at  fiiet  belooged  to  Daniel 
Ahbott. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Providence  Gfazette  for  March  31, 
1770 :  — 

Honda;  IkBt  (March  26th)  tli<  gentlemen  of  the  committee  for  determining  on  a  placa 
to  oreot  the  College  edifice  within  thli  Colonr,  met  heie,  when  after  viewing  aevetal 
spots  proposed,  nnanlmoosly  agreed  apon  the  lot  latel;  belonging  to  Daniel  Abbott, 
Esq.,  deceased ;  and  accordingly  «□  Tneaday  (Haicb  2Ttb)  a  nnmbei  of  workmen  began 
to  break  the  groand,  in  order  to  lay  the  tonndatlou  for  that  semlnaTy  of  learning. 

The  *'  conunittee  to  carry  on  the  hoilding  of  the  College  edifice  "  con- 
aisted  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  John  Brown,  John  Jenckes,  John  Warren, 
and  Sylveeter  Child,  any  three  of  them  to  be  a  qnorum.  The  first  three 
resided  in  Providence ;  Warren  belonged  in  Newport,  and  Child  in 
Warren.  This  committee  prosecuted  its  work  with  remarkable  energy 
and  zeal.  In  the  Providence  Qaxette  for  Feb.  10,  1770,  only  two  days 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Corporation,  appears  the  following :  — 

The  Corporation  of  the  College  eatabliahed  by  charter  In  this  Colony,  met  the  Tth 
Instant  at  Waiien,  In  order  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  several  parts  of  the  Colony 
eoncemlog  the  location  of  said  Collefirc-  All  parties  being  fully  heard,  and  their  sub- 
scriptions, bonds,  and  deeds  lodged,  it  was  pnt  to  vote,  whether  to  recede  from  their 
former  vote  of  the  16th  of  November  last,  or  not.  Which  passed  in  the  negative,  twenty* 
one  to  lonrteen ;  and  therefore  said  College  edifice  was  voted  to  be  hnllt  In  Providence, 
according  to  the  draft  then  exhibited,  Aim  thkbe  to  bbnuh  touvkb.  Therefore  all 
persons  In  the  (K>nntry,  who  have  been  so  public  spirited  as  to  become  subscribers  to  this 
valuable  Institution,  are  desired  to  call  on  as,  who  are  a  committee  for  the  building  of 
said  College,  and  take  memorandums  in  writing  to  procure  timber,  plank,  boards, 
}olata,  etc.,  etc.,  as  we  may  agree ;  as  s^d  building  will  begin  as  soon  as  may  be  In  the 

Ststhkh  Horms,  \ 

JoHir  BaowH,  S  Coramitlte. 

JORX  JnifCKis,         ' 

At  Uie  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  Sept.  7, 1769,  the  Chancel- 
lor, the  President,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Brown  were  appointed  a  "  committee 
to  prepare  a  complete  model  of  the  building."     Naturally  the  commit- 
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tee  took  for  its  model,  Nassau  Hall,  in  Princeton,  where  President 
Manning  had  been  educated.  This  was  regarded  as  the  finest  building 
of  the  kind  in  the  country,  as  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  the  largest.  Its 
dimensions  were  fifty-four  by  one  bandied  and  seventy-eix  feet ;  it  had 
a  projection  of  four  feet  in  front  and  twelve  feet  in  the  rear ;  it  had 
three  stories  and  a  basement;  and  the  middle  was  surmounted  by  a 
cupola.  Ground  was  broken  for  its  erection  July  29,  1754,  and  the 
roof  was  raised  in  1755.  It  was  named  Nassau  Hall  in  honor  of  King 
William  the  Third,  a  branch  of  the  illustrious  House  of  Nassau. 

After  the  final  vote  on  the  location  of  the  College,  the  "draft  was 
exhibited,"  whereupon  it  was  "  voted,  that  the  CoU^e  edifice  be  built 
according  to  the  following  plan,  viz. :  —  That  the  boose  be  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  long,  forty-six  feet  wide,  with  a  projection  of  ten  feet  on 
each  side  (10  by  30)  ;  and  that  it  be  four  stories  high." 

Meanwhile  the  President  was  prayerfully  considering  the  sundering 
of  his  connection  with  the  church  which  he  had  been  instrumental  in 
founding ;  an  event  in  which  his  tendeiest  and  best  feelings  were 
involved.  This  was  his  first  pastorate.  For  six  years  he  had  faithfully 
proclaimed  to  the  people  the  glorious  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  broken 
to  them  the  bread  of  life.  Many,  through  his  ^ency  were  becoming 
wiser  and  better  for  time  and  for  eternity,  and  how  could  he  find  it  in 
his  heart  to  leave  them  ?  They  were  attached  to  his  ministTy,  had  con- 
tributed liberally  towards  his  support,  and  earnestly  desired  his  continu- 
ance with  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  College  which  he  had  served 
so  faithfuUy  was  still  in  its  infancy,  with  an  uncertain  future.  For 
four  years  it  bad  been  without  funds,  and  be  had  been  compelled  to  rely 
upon  his  Latin  school  and  the  Church  for  the  support  of  himself  and 
family.  It  is  true  the  Corporation  had  voted  him,  at  the  recent  Com- 
mencement, the  sum  of  j£50,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  him  *'  out  of  the 
interest  money  supposed  to  be  due  "  from  the  subscriptions  obtained  in 
England.  Again  the  times  were  perilous,  and  should  a  war  with  the 
mother  country  ensue,  what  would  be  the  fate  of  an  institution  of 
learning,  concerning  the  location  of  which  there  had  been  such  conten- 
tion and  strife  ? 
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One  of  the  final  acts  of  the  meeting  which  decided  the  location  of 
the  College,  was  to  appoint  all  the  Baptist  ministeis  present,  namely, 
Messrs.  Upham,  Backus,  Stillman,  Thuiston,  Maxsoo,  Mason,  and 
Winsor,  "a  conunittee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  President  Manning,  and 
inform  him  of  the  hearty  approhation  we  have  of  his  conduct,  care, 
and  goyemment  of  the  College,  and  request  him  still  to  sustain  the 
ofSce  be  hath  discha^ed  with  so  much  honor,  and  to  go  with  the  Col- 
lege to  Providence  when  it  shall  be  removed.  And  that  they  treat 
with  the  Congregation  of  which  the  President  is  Pastor,  and  inform 
^em  of  this  request,  and  endeavor  to  procure  their  consent  to  his 
removal ;  and  that  report  be  made  to  the  next  Corporation  meeting." 
(•This  cautions  delicacy,"  remarks  Professor  G-oddard,  "with  which 
the  Corporation  interfered  with  President  Manning's  existing  rela- 
tions," presents  a  somewhat  grateful  contrast  to  the  unceremonioos 
and  otherwise  questionable  modes  of  procedare,  which,  under  similar 
circnmstances,  are  now  sometimefi  adopted.  In  his  letter  to  Smith, 
which  we  have  given  in  connectiou  with  this  meetiog,  Manning 
writes  :  —  "I  must  consult  my  Western  friends  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
consequence  as  moving  or  not  moving  with  the  College."  One  of  his 
Western  friends  to  whom  he  would  naturally  first  write  was  the  Rev. 
Morgan  Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards's  reply  is  given  in  part  by  Judge 
Howland :  — ' 

I  ouinot  help  being  magif  with  yoa  when  you  talk  of  anothei  Pieeldent.  Have  you 
•ndnred  ID  nrnch  hoidHhlp  in  vain?  We  havs  no  man  that  will  do  no  well  aa  yon- 
Talk  no  more,  think  no  more  of  quitting  tbe  prealdenoy,  nnleas  you  bare  a  mind  to  join 
luae  with  tfaoae  projectors  and  talkers  who  mean  no  more  than  to  hinder  uiTthlng  fiotn 
being  done.  It  joa  go  to  Providenca,  the  Warren  people  may  hare  a  aupplT;  If  they 
were  wilting  to  part  with  yoa.  It  la  likely  tbe  College  woald  have  no  reaaon  to  ooret 

At  the  special  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  in  Warren,  April 
25,  1770,  it  was  voted. 
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Tlutt  the  President  of  tlt«  CoUegebo  Allowed  asalnryol  one  hnndredponndfl,  lawful 
mono;,  oat  of  the  Corpot&tion  treuarr,  and  tbat  the  time  of  paTmenl  be  computed 
from  the  laat  Commencement;  that  the  Inatltution  be  Terooved  to  Providence,  and  that 
the  etndenle  at  tfaelt  tetam,  after  Ihla  Tacatton,  do  asaemble  in  that  town  with  their 
piopet  offlooTS ;  that  Joseph  Enssell,  David  Harris,  Eaq.,  and  Mr.  Daniel  TilUngbaat, 
Oiey,  or  the  major  port  ol  them,  he  a  committee  to  hire  a  suitable  habitation  tar  the 
President  In  Providence,  till  one  canbebniltforhlm,  and  that  it  beatthechargeof  the 
Corporation. 

Keither  Harris  nor  TUliaghast  were  members  of  the  Corporation. 
The  President  had  now  made  up  bis  mind  to  go  with  the  College,  and 
had  probably  8o  expressed  himself  previous  to  the  foregoing  votes. 
He  at  once  handed  his  resignation  to  the  church,  ' '  to  the  wonderment 
of  his  people,  he  being  greatly  admired  and  renowned.' '  This  is  the 
langu^e  of  the  records.  Truth  compels  us  to  state  that  the  good 
pastor's  resignation  was  not  well  received  by  bis  people,  that  the 
church  positively  refused  to  give  its  assent  to  his  leaving,  and, 
aocording  to  the  records,  seriously  contemplated  putting  him  under 
discipline.    We  copy  from  the  records  the  following :  — 

Febmaiy  i,  ITTO.  This  evening  the  chnrch  met  and  had  aeonfereuoe  with  Ht,  James 
Manning,  as  they  had  once  before  within  three  months,  to  know  whether  he  was  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  church  and  fallow  the  College  to  Providence;  and  he  satisfied  the 
church  that  he  would  not.  But  it  was  raquested  of  him  that,  U  he  should  alter  his 
mind,  he  wonld  give  the  chnrch  timely  notice,  and  he  promised  be  would  give  tham 
timely  notice.  Bat,  April  2IKh  the  Corporation  met,  and  the  next  morning  he  gave  hla 
answei:  to  serve  as  President  of  the  Collage  at  Providence,  and  removed  the  ith  of  May, 
without  calling  the  church  together  to  acquaint  or  advise  with  them,  which  doing  of 
his  is  contrary  to  his  promise  with  the  church. 

Hay  31.  The  church  met  as  usual.  Treating  about  Mr.  Manning  leaving  the 
chnrch.  It  was  agreed  that  Bro.  Ebeneier  Cole  should  write  to  Mr.  Manning  to  come 
to  OUT  chnrch  meeting  the  last  Thursday  of  June  next,  to  give  his  reasons  why  he  left 
the  chtirch. 

June  28.  The  church  met  as  usual ;  Mr.  James  Manning  came,  bnt  gave  the  chnrch 
no  satistaotory  reason  why  he  left  the  church  destitute  of  a  pastor  oi  elder. 

In  this  connection  we  may  give  an  extract  from  the  diary  of  Dr. 
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Stiles,  aa  quoted  by  President  Sears.    Under  date  of  Maj  5, 1770,  lie 
thua  writes :  — 

Tbe  Baptist  College  wm  Uat  week,  or  week  before,  removed  to  ProTidoncs,  and  Oie 
Browns  uid  Jenckes  Intend  to  turn  off  Eldai  Windsor  and  put  In  PreBidoiit  Uanning 
tor  their  minlatei.  Upon  tbe  Corporation  insisting  on  nn  uurwer  trom  Uaiinliig 
respecting  hla  remoTsl,  be  applied  to  his  draTob  and  congregaUon  at  Warren  for  dis- 
mission trom  his  pastoral  relation  to  them.  This  the;  atterly  relnsed.  He,  howevBr, 
tlie  same  day  answered  the  Corporation  that  he  would  go,  and  has  Tlolently  rent  him- 
seU  tiom  his  chnroh. 

On  Friday,  May  4,  1770,  as  the  church  records  of  Warren  state, 
President  Manning,  with  Professor  Howell,  and  Hie  students,  left 
Warren,  and  commenced  the  College  in  Providence.  "On  Dr.  Man- 
ning's taking  up  his  abode  here,"  says  Howland,^  "he  lived  in  the  old 
house  of  Benjamin  Bowen,  which  stood  on  the  lot  at  the  foot  of  Bowen 
Street,  on  which  Mr.  S.  K.  Richmond's  brick  house  now  stands.  Mr. 
Howell  was  unmarried  and  boarded.  Tbe  students  boarded  in  private 
families,  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  week.  There  they  studied, 
and  at  certain  bouts  met  in  one  of  the  chambers  of  the  old  brick 
school-house,  with  the  officers,  for  recitation.'*  This  house,  which  is 
on  Meeting  Street,  is  stlU  standing,  and  was  long  known  as  the  house 
for  the  Meeting  Street  colored  school.  It  is  at  present  used  for  a  ward 
room. 

Mr.  Howland's  recollections  are  so  interesting  that  we  cannot  refrain 
from  givii^  another  quotation :  — 

In  Hay,  ITTO,  one  month  after  my  arrival,  the  College  which  bad  been  located  In 
Warren,  was  removed  to  Providence.  .  .  .  There  were  only  lonr  in  the  Senior  class, 
nie  Commencements  for  tbe  flnt  five  years  ware  held  in  Hi.  Snow's  meetlng-honse, 
that  being  then  the  largest  in  the  town.  Governor  Wanton  always  attended  from 
Newport,  till  Ooreinar  Cooke  socoeeded  him.  He  headed  the  procession  with  the 
President.  The  Gorernor's  wig,  whlob  bad  been  made  In  England,  was  of  the  siae  and 
pattern  of  that  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  ot  Cotnmous,  and  so  large  that  the  ahallow 
erowned  hat  could  not  be  placed  on  his  head  without  disturbing  the  curls.    He  there- 

s  of  John  Howland.  By  Edwin  11.  Stone.    tSmo.    Fioflaenoa,  ISST, 
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foN  placed  it  nndei  his  left  &rm,  and  held  blB  umbrella  In  hli  right  hand.  Tbia  was 
the  fliBt  nmbTella  ever  seen  carried  by  a  gentleman  in  Fiovidence,  thongh  they  had 
been  some  time  in-  use  by  ladles  on  a  aaiuiy  day.  Oovetnor  Wanton  was  the  most 
dlgnlfled  and  xeapectable  looking  man  we  bad  ever  seen.  The  white  wig  of  President 
Vanning  was  ot  the  largest  dimensions  usually  worn  in  this  country. 

We  close  this  chapter  with  another  quotatjon  &oin  the  chaste  and 
appropriate  memoir  of  Professor  Goddard:  — ' 

Dr.  Manning  now-entered  upon  a  theatre  of  Bnlargod  and  reHpoosible  action.  The 
College  was  yet  In  its  infancy,  and  demanded  hia  paternal  supervision ;  its  funds  ware 
scanty,  and  needed  to  be  recruited ;  Its  actual  system  of  discipline  and  instmction  was 
imperfect,  and  required  not  only  to  be  improved,  but  to  be  adapted  to  the  new  drcum- 
stances  under  which  it  was  hereafter  to  be  administered.  To  these  important  objects  he 
devoted  himself,  with  patience  and  energy,  and  with  that  spirit  of  self-denial  which  is 
essential  to  the  success  of  great  enterprises,  and  which  great  enterprises  are  apt  to 
inspire.  In  the  beneficent  work  of  establishing,  within  the  little  Colony  of  Bhode 
Island,  "  a  public  seminary  for  the  education  of  youth  tn  the  vernacular  and  learned 
languages,  and  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences, "  he  was  aided  by  the  eMclent  oo-opera- 
tlon  of  the  B«v.  Messrs.  Ildwaids,  Smith,  BtiUman,  Backus,  Oano,  and  others  of  bis 
clerical  brethren.  It  lB,howevei,perhaps  Dottoo  much  to  say,  that,  but  for  the  enlight- 
ened zeal  and  substantial  liberally  ot  a  tew  Baptist  laymen,  cltlsens  ot  Providence,  the 
College  would  have  been  slow  In  winning  Its  way  to  general  repute.  These  public- 
spirited  men,  though  strangers  themsetvea  to  the  discipline  ol  schools  ot  learning,  knew 
how  to  prize  the  benefits  of  high  intellectnal  culture.  Though  self-educated,  they  were 
without  a  particle  of  hostility  to  the  distinctions  of  learning,  or  of  that  affected  con- 
tempt for  learned  men  with  which  the  uncultivated  sometimes  seek  to  console  Ibeir 
deficiencies.  Moved  by  a  generous  ardor,  they  determined  that  their  children  and  the 
children  of  their  contemporaries  should  enjoy,  to  the  remotest  generations,  opportuni- 
ties for  intellectnal  improvement  denied  to  themselves.  Well  hare  they  been  repaid 
for  their  eftorts  in  this  good  cause.  Their  activity  and  enterprise  In  the  accumulation 
of  wealth  are  now  well-nlgb  forgotten ;  bat  still  fresh  Is  the  memory  of  all  their  deeds  in 
behalf  ot  science  and  letters  and  religion. 
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tion In  Beillngham,  Tuesday  after  Commencement — Appeal  to  the  Baptists  pub- 
lished in  i^oiiidenod  Cozeete  —  Committee  on  Qilevances  — Hezeklah  Smith  chosen 
agent  to  the  Coart  of  Great  Britain  to  seek  redress  from  oppressions  on  the  part  of 
the  Standing  Order  —  Circular  Letter  for  ITTO  —  Ascribed  to  Manning — Dr.  Stennett'a 
Influence  with  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  in  disallowing  acts  of  oppression  in  the 
Provluce  of  Maaaachusetta  Bay  respecting  Asbfleld— Bxtraots  from  "Acta  and 
Besolves"— Bockns  on  the  repeal  ot  the  Ashfield  law— Letter  from  Manning  illns- 
trotlng  hts  methods  of  discipline  —  Letter  to  Smith  —  Letter  to  John  Byland  — 
Byland's  reply — Rev.  Dr.  John  Ryland — List  of  men  recommended  for  College 
honors— Bitterness  ot  the  "New  England  Presbyterians,"  or  Congregationalists, 
towards  the  College— Letter  to  Stennett— Trials  and  dlscontagements  In  connec- 
tion with  the  College — Account  of  Commencement  in  ITTl  —  Smith's  diary — Presi- 
dent's address  to  the  graduating  class  —  Letter  to  Thomas  Llewelyn  —  Bristol 
Academy— Letter  from  mcholaa  Brown  to  HezeUah  Smith— Affair  of  theGospee— 
John  Brown  — Letter  to  Byland  — Lotteries  — Latin  School- Commencement  for 
1TT2  — Smith's  diary- Acconnt  ot  Commencement  from  Proindence  Otuefte  — Corpo- 
ration records  — Need  of  funds— Letter  to  Ky land  — "Inveterate  enmi^  of  the  New 
England  Clergy"— Donation  to  the  Library  from  Dr.  Gill- Letter  to  Stennstt- 
Manning  attends  a  lemarkabls  funeral  in  Swansea— Esak  Brown. 

At  the  aimiial  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  in  Warren,  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  6, 1769,  and  adjourned  from  day  to  day  untU  the  8th,  it  was 

ToUd,  That  the  Rev.  Hexeklah  Smith  be  desired  hy  this  Corporation  to  Holicit  benefac- 
tions for  their  use  in  the  Southern  and  Western  Provinces  of  this  Continent  or  elsewhere. 
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M)d  that  suitable  credentials  b«  given  liim  (or  tUa  pnrpoie,  signed  hj  the  Chancellor 
and  Prssident,  with  the  seal  of  the  Corporation  annexed. 

The  folloiringis  a  copy  of  the  "credeatials,"  from  a  rough  draft  oa 
ffle:  — 

By  the  Honoiable  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esquiie,  ChancelloT,  and  the  tteveiend  Jamas 
Manning,  Presidsnt  of  the  College  or  University  in  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  PlantaUons,  In  Nev  England,  In  America. 

To  TBI  Rkvbbikh  Tr»gMrnii  Smith,  of  Eatskhill,  m  AiustcA, 


Whereat,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  aforesaid,  taking  into  consideration 
the  many  advantages  derived  to  society  from  educating  yonth  in  useful  literature,  did 
grant  a  charter  Incorporating  the  persons  therein  named  In  a  body  politic,  and  empow- 
ering them  to  erect,  found,  and  endow  a  College  or  University  In  said  Colony:  —  And 
whereas,  the  said  Corporation  from  the  smallness  of  their  funds,  have  found  themselves 
under  a  necessi^  of  requesting  the  generous  assistance  of  the  friends  of  religion  and 
learning  without  the  saidColony;— And  whereas,  the  sold  Corporation  at  tbelr  annual 
meeting  at  Warren,  on  the  Qnrt  Wednesday  in  September,  instant,  being  well  convinced 
ol  yonr  altection  and  regard  to  the  said  College  or  IJnireraity,  and  of  your  Integrity  and 
ability,  did  unanimously  appoint  and  request  yon  to  solicit  and  receive  beneUcttons  in 
any  part  of  America  for  the  beneQt  of  the  said  Institution.  These  are,  tfaerefore,  to 
empower  and  anthoriEB  you,  the  said  Heseklah  Smith,  to  receive  all  such  charitable 
donations  as  shall  be  made  in  America,  for  the  erecting,  founding,  or  endowing  the  said 
College  or  University ;  assuring  the  donors  that  their  benefactions  shall  be  religiously 
applied  by  the  said  Corporation  to  the  purposes  they  shall  direct. 
In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said  Chancellor  and  President,  have  hereunto  set  onr 

hands,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  College  or  University  to  be  affixed,  this 
[L.  S.]    eighth  day  of  September,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Host  Sacred 

Majesty,  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  etc. 

Anno  Domini,  1T6&. 

Bj*  order. 


Mr.  Smith,  whose  relations  with  Manning  down  to  the  close  of  life 
were  those  of  the  greatest  intimacy,  and  whose  name  frequently  ocours 
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throughout  these  pages,  was  bom  in  H&mpstead,  Long  Island,  New 
Tork,  on  the  2lBt  of  April,  1737.  In  bis  youth  be  became  pious,  and 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  joined  the  Baptist  Cburch  in  Mormtowi},  New 
Jersey,  then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rot.  John  Clano.  He  com- 
menced his  classical  learning  at  the  Hopewell  Academy,  entered  the 
Collie  of  New  Jersey  at  Princeton,  and  was  graduated  in  1762  in  the 
same  class  with  Manning.  After  leaving  college  he  trayelled  through 
tiie  Southern  Provinces,  partly  in  order  to  recover  his  health,  which 
bad  become  somewhat  impaired  by  a  too  close  confioentent  to  bis 
studies.  In  a  single  year  he  rode  on  horseback  upwards  of  four  thou- 
sand miles,  and  preached  two  hundred  sermons,  often  to  crowded  and 
deeply  affected  congregations.  He  thus  laid  the  foundations  of  lasting 
friendship  with  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Hart,  Pelot,  and  others  of  a  kindred 
spirit,  whose  intercourse  and  correspondence  proved  a  delight  to  him 
in  bis  riper  years.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  20,  1768,  be  was  publicly 
ordained  at  Charleston  as  an  evangelist,  and  set  apart  for  the  work 
of  the  Christian  ministry.  The  Baptist  Church  in  Haverhill,  Massa- 
chusetts, gathered  through  his  instrumentality,  was  organized  on  the 
9th  of  May,  1765,  and  he  was  chosen  the  pastor.  Here  he  labored  as 
an  educator,  a  zealous  patriot,  and  an  earnest  and  effective  preacher 
of  the  Gospel  during  a  period  of  forty  years,  or  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Jan.  22,  1805.  During  the  War  of  the  Revolution  he  served 
ae  Chaplain,  and  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Bunker  HUl,  Long 
Island,  and  Stillwater,  and  also  at  Saratoga,  when  Burgoyne  surren- 
dered to  the  American  forces  under  General  Gates.  For  a  full  account 
of  his  life,  see  "Chaplain  Smith  and  the  Baptists." 

Mr.  Smith  left  home  on  his  important  mission  for  the  College,  Oct. 
2,  1769,  and  returned  June  8,  1770,  having  been  absent  from  the 
people  of  bis  charge  a  little  over  eight  months.  He  travelled  exten- 
sively through  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  preaching  as  he  bad  oppo> 
touity,  and  proeecnting  with  energy  and  zeal  the  work  to  which  be  had 
been  appointed.  His  fervid  piety,  his  eloquence,  his  commanding  pres- 
ence and  genial  manners,  made  him  eveiywhero  a  welcome  guest,  and 
enabled  him  to  overcome  opposition  and  indifference.    He  succeeded 


y.Google 


148  BBOWN  UNIVERSITY  Chap.  IV. 

in  collecting  about  twenty-five  bundled  doUats,  most  of  which  was 
expended  upon  the  Colle;^  building,  agreeably  to  a  suggestion  mode 
by  Majming  in  his  anonymous  letter  to  Nicholas  Brown,  published  in 
the  preceding  chapter  on  the  location.  In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Stennett, 
dated  June  7,  1770,  Manning  writes :  — "  Our  brother,  Hezekiah 
Smith,  of  Haverhill,  has  collected  and  obtained  subscriptions  in  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  from  whence  he  has  just  returned,  to  the  amount 
of  about  £500  sterling." 

The  following  is  from  the  Providettee  Gazette  for  Jan.  18, 1770 :  — 

We  hear  the  Bev.  Hezekiah  Smith  has  collected  three  hundred  ponnds  ateiUog  in 
South  Carolina,  for  the  College  Intended  to  be  erected  in  this  Colon;.  This  sum,  ve 
are  told,  woald  have  been  more  than  doubled,  had  It  not  been  for  a  proposal  lately 
made  there  to  found  one  In  Charleston.  The  high  opinion  that  people  abroad  entertain 
of  this  Institution,  which  they  manifest  by  their  beneTotent  donations,  cannot  hut 
excite  the  same  commendable  spirit  in  those  of  ability  In  the  more  adjacent  colonies, 
particularly  in  ttiis,  and  stimulate  them  to  imitate  actions  bo  truly  laudable. 

The  following,  taken  from  a  Charleston  paper,  dated  Oct.  26, 1769, 
shows  that  his  mission  was  regard«d  with  somewhat  of  distrust,  and 
perhaps  with  disfavor,  by  not  a  few  of  the  good  people  of  the  South :  — 

In  the  sloop  SaUy,  Captain  Schermerhom,  from  Ke»  York,  who  arrived  here  last 
Friday,  came  no  lass  than  forty-five  paasengeis ;  amongst  them,  John  Smith,  Esq.,  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  of  New  York;  Capt.  Elijah  Steel,  Mr.  Thomas  Ivers,  ot  this  place ;  and 
the  Bev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  who,  we  hear,  is  commissioned  to  solicit  benefactions 
towards  establishing  a  College  at  Wairen,  Bhode  Island  Ooremment,  while  snch  a 
necessary  Institntlon  Is  entirety  neglected   here.    Surely,  charity  should   begin   at 

According  to  the  account  submitted  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  Providence,  Thursday,  Sept.  6, 
1770,  he  had  collected  of  "  sundry  benefactors  "  in  South  Carolina  and 
Geoigia,  as  per  special  account  rendered  and  remitted  to  the  Treasurer 
at  various  times,  £2,523-8-6,  South  Carolina  currency,  £5  being 
equal  to  £1  sterling.    This  would  be,  as  already  stated,  about  twenty- 
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five  hundred  dollais ;  a  latge  sum  of  money  iu  those  earlj  days  of 
poverty  and  distreas.  While  the  X888  lOs.  2d.  sterling,  obtained  in 
England  and  Ireland  by  Mr.  Edw&rdB,  was  constituted  a  permanent 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  President,  the  money  obtained  by  Mr. 
Smith  was  expended  in  supplying  the  immediate  needs  of  the  College. 
This  we  infer  from  the  fact  that  in  1775,  when  Colonel  Bennet  resigned 
his  office  as  Treasurer,  the  permanent  funds  amounted  to  but  .£1,349 
14b.  8d.,  lawful  money,  or  about  forty-five  hundred  dollars.  Of  the 
balance  of  subscriptions  due,  amounting,  accor^ng  to  Mr.  Smith's 
report,  to  ^I,S16  17s.,  only  a  small  part  was  ever  collected;  the  dis- 
turbances of  the  times  and  the  war  with  England  that  ensued  probably 
preventing. 

A  small  duodecimo  manuscript  of  twenty-six  pages,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Smith,  is  on  file  among  the  College  archives.  It  is  enti- 
tled, "An  exact  list  of  bene&ctions,  etc.,  to  the  Rhode  Island  College, 
collected  and  got  auhecribed  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  by  Heze- 
ki^  Smith."  It  gives  not  only  tho  names  of  benefacton,  with  the 
several  amounts  subscribed,  but  also  the  names  of  others  upon  whom 
Mr.  Smith  called,  with  remarks  added,  such  as,  "No  money,"  "Doubt- 
ful," "Probable,"  "Call  again,"  "Out  of  town,"  "Go  thy  way  for  this 
time,"  etc.  This  interesting  document,  which  the  writer  published  in 
1867  in  his  "Documentary  History  of  Brown  University,"  was  obtained 
through  the  late  Rev.  Ebenezer  Thresher,  of  Da3rton,  Ohio,  a  graduate 
of  the  University  in  the  class  of  1827. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  shows  how  Mr. 

Smith  was  I'eceived  at  the  South,  and  how  he  performed  the  delicate 

and  responsible  duties  of  his  mission :  — 

CttAsi.EBTOM,  April  17,  ITTa 
Dkak  Mr.  MAHintro: 

A»  our  good  (riend  Mr,  Smith  is  now  almost  reftdy  to  embkrk  for  70ar  Northerii 
clime,  I  embrace  the  opportnoitj'  of  iending  you  a  few  Uilbb,  which  I  hope  you  will 
accept  MM  a  anp«Tadded  token  of  m;  unfeigned  regard,  I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Smith  Is 
obliged  to  leftve  ns  so  soon.  His  Uhora  have  been  acceptable  to  my  people  nniyeraBlly, 
and  many  otbers  have  constantly  crowded  to  hear  him.  Borne,  I  trust,  have  received 
advantage  by  his  falthfnl  preocliing.    Two  yonog  men  were  to  see  him  last  night  nnder 
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aoul  concern.  May  Ih«  good  woik  be  carried  on  in  thelT  heart*,  and  bmt  we  y*t  bear  of 
maiir  more  being  awakened  to  a  aetiM  of  tbeii  lost  state  br  nataie.  As  to  hla  endeavon 
to  aerve  the  College,  they  have  been  Indefatigable,  and  bla  anccesa  haa  been  more  than 
equal  to  what  conld  have  been  expected,  all  tblnga  considered.  I  am  anre  be  haa 
merited  the  grateful  ackD<fwledgmenta  of  the  Corporation.  Ho  man  conld  have  done 
more,  and  few  would  have  done  so  much  as  he  has,  toeerve  the  Inatitntlon.  He  haa  met 
with  much  opposiUon,  and  borne  many  reflections,  hut  none  of  these  thinga  have  dis- 
couraged him.  I  hearmy  wish  the  benefactions  of  this  Province  may  greatly  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  College.    Great  grace  be  with  yon. 

lam, yours,  etc., 

OuvxR  Hart. 

After  the  reading  of  Mr.  Smith's  account,  the  Corporation 

Votal,  That  tbe  account*  presented  by  the  Rev.  Heieklah  Smith,  pf  the  donations 
and  subscriptions  by  him  received  In  the  Provinces  of  Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgia  be 
accepted,  and  that  the  Corporation  highly  approve  of  his  conduct,  and  tetnm  him  their 
hearty  thanlca  for  his  great  and  generous  services. 

Voted,  alao,  That  as  Mr.  Smith  was  long  absent  from  his  people  in  the  service  of  the 
Corporation,  and  bis  salary  In  that  time  would  have  amounted  to  sixty-alz  pounds, 
thirteen  ahllllngB  and  font  pence,  that  the  Corporation  would  willingly  make  up  that 
snm  to  him;  but  aa  he  generously  refnaea  to  receive  anything  on  that  account  more  than 
a  remission  of  his  snbecrlpttou  ol  forty  dollars  to  the  College,  the  said  aabecriptlon  is 
accordingly  remitted,  and  the  Corporation  gratefully  consider  the  remainder  of  said 
anm  which  he  would  have  received  for  his  salary,  as  a  donation  to  the  Inatitntlon. 

The  sam  of  twenty  pounds  having  been  reported  as  a  subscription 
from  Mr,  Moses  Linds,  a  Jewish  merchant,  of  Charleatou,  it  was  there- 
upon 

Filled,  That  the  children  of  Jews  may  be  admitted  into  this  InsUtntion,  and  entirely 
enjoy  tbe  freedom  of  their  own  retigiou  wittaont  any  conatralnt  or  Imposmou  whatever. 
And  that  the  Chancellor  and  President  do  write  to  Hr.  Moses  Llnds,  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  give  him  Information  of  this  resolution. 

We  resume  now  our  account  of  the  College  building.  The  names 
of  the  Building  Committee,  as  given  in  the  previous  chapter,  were  the 
Hon.  Stephen  Hopkina,  John  Brown,  John  Jenckes,  Sylvester  Child, 
and  Capt.  John  Warren.     "The  gentlemen  appointed  for  carrying  on' 
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the  building  of  the  College  edifice,"  sa}^  the  record,  ''appeared  before 
the  CoTporation  and  generously  offered  to  do  the  same  without  charg- 
ing any  commiaaiona  therefor."  These  gentlemen  were  the  "  Four 
BrothetB,"  Nioholae,  Joseph,  John,  and  Moses  Brown,  who,  E^ter  the 
final  vote  on  the  location,  "concluded  to  take  charge  of  building  the 
necessaiy  huildings,  purchasing  land  for  the  same,  etc."  This  we  learn  - 
from  the  letter  from  Moses  Brown  to  his  "esteemed  friend,  Francis 
Wayland."'  The  following  from  the  Providence  Q-azette  of  May  19, 
1770,  may  be  regarded  as  an  official  statement  of  the  laying  of  the 
comer  stone,  which,  according  to  Mr.  Howland,  was  at  the  bottom  of 
the  cellar  wall,  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  building :  — 

Monday  last  (May  U)  tbe  first  foundatloa  Btoiie  ol  the  College  about  to  be  erected 
here,  irM  laid  hy  Mt.  John  Brovn,  of  this  place,  merchant,  in  presence  at  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  friend*  to  the  Institution.  About  twenty  workmen  have  since  been 
employed  on  the  toandation,  which  nnmbei  will  be  Incieased,  and  the  bnllding  will  be 
completed  with  all  possible  dlspatoh. 

Tradition  adds  that  Mr.  Brown,  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of 
the  times,  generously  treated  the  crowd  with  punch,  in  honor  of  the 
joyful  occasion.  Doct.  Solomon  Browne,  an  early  graduate  of  the 
College,  in  his  diary,  gives  one  or  two  interesting  items :  —  "  March  26, 
1770.  This  day  the  Committee  for  setting  the  spot  for  the  College  met 
at  the  new  Brick  School  House,  when  it  was  determined  it  should  be 
set  on  the  hill  opposite  Mr.  John  Jenckes,  up  tbe  Presbyterian  Lane. 
March  27.  This  day  they  began  to  dig  the  cellar  for  the  College. 
May  14.  This  day  the  first  stone  was  laid  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College."  The  work  now  proceeded  rapidly,  and  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  people  appears  to  have  been  very  general  and  intense.  As  in  the 
building  of  the  Tabernacle  of  old,  contributions  of  labor  and  materials 
were  freely  given.  The  progress  of  the  building  was  greatly  accel- 
lerated  by  the  diaturbancea  in  Boston,  and  the  consequent  interrup- 
tions of  business,  enabling  the  Committee  to  secure  from  that  place  an 
ample  supply  of  skilful  workmen.     As  early  as  June  T,  1770,  Man- 

>  Bee  Kwaa  Bcown't  tstter  to  Frandt  Wayland  in  pierlou*  ch^ter,  page  1ST. 
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Ding  writes:  —  "The  building  proceeds  &8ter  than  could  have  been 
expected,  its  m^nitude  considered,  which  is  one  hundred  aad  fifty  hy 
forty-six,  with  a  projection  in  the  middle  of  ten  feet  on  each  side  (east 
and  west  sides,  ten  by  thirty  feet),  for  the  public  rooms.  It  is  to  be 
four  stories  high,  with  an  entry  of  twelve  feet  through  the  middle  of 
each,  and  is  to  be  built  of  brick.  The  town  of  Providence  itself  has 
nearly  provided  for  the  building,  as  they  have  raised  by  subscription 
Dear  four  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  at  six  shillings  per  doUar. 
The  beneficence  of  a  few  BapUsts  in  this  place,  their  fortunes  consid- 
ered, is  almost  unparalled." 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  held  on  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1770,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Corporation  do  approve  ol  what  tlie  committee  for  building  the  Col- 
lege and  the  President's  house  have  done  In  Chat  buslnesa.  That  the^  be  empowered 
to  cause  th«  stones  on  the  College  land  to  be  made  into  a  wall ;  to  fill  np  the  holes  from 
wfaencesald  stones  were  dug;  to  remove  and  repair  the  bam  on  said  land;  and  to  make 
Bucb  otbei  improvementa  thereon  as  shall  be  thought  by  them  necessary. 

The  following  vote  will  be  read  with  interest,  showing  the  great 
crowd  of  people  that  attended  the  exercises  of  the  first  Commencement 
at  Providence : — 

Yottd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  be  given  to  the  Kev.  Mi.  Snow  and  hia 
society,  for  the  nse  of  the  meeting-houge  yesterday,  and  that  they  repair  all  damages 
that  were  occasioned  by  the  throng,  and  that  the  President  and  the  Committee  lor 
carrying  on  the  building  of  the  College  edifice  do  perform  the  same  accordingly. 

From  the  report  finally  rendered,  it  appears  that  Benjamin  Mann  was 
paid  by  the  Committee  four  shillii^  and  eight  pence  "  for  setting  seven 
squares  of  glass  in  Mr.  Snow's  meetiag-honse,  broke  at  Commenoe- 
ment."     The  following  appeared  in  the  Gazetteior  September  15th :  — 

The  Corporation  of  the  College  in  this  Colony,  at  their  lost  session,  obaervtog  ths 
extraordinary  forwardness  of  the  College  edlQce  and  the  Immediate  necessl^  of  money 
to  defray  the  expenses,  as  the  timber  for  the  fourth  floor  Is  now  on,  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  request  the  severallBobBcribars  immediately  to  pay  their  subscriptions  to  the 
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I  of  the  CoTporBitioii,  or  the  Committee  for  carr^rlDK  on  the  building,  or  any 
others  who  tukj  be  empowered  to  reoelve  the  lame. 

Another  notice  from  the  Building  Committee  appears  in  the 
0-mette  for  Jan.  19,  1771 :  — 

The  Committee  for  building  the  College  desire  alt  peraoDB  who  are  aabacriberg  to 
pay  their  Bnbacrlptiona  immediately,  ae  the  workmen  are  now  dally  calling  for  their 
money.  As  advertleiug  Ib  attended  with  expense  to  the  College,  It  is  earnestly 
requested  that  It  need  not  be  repeated. 

N.  B.  Borne  inch  and  qnarter  plank  and  floor  boards  are  yet  wanted,  and  will  be 
received  in  lien  of  money,  II  brought  immediately. 

The  building  had  now  approached  completion,  and  a  full  account  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  up  to  March  11,  1771,  was  presented  by 
Nicholas  Brown  &  Co.  in  behalf  of  tbe  Building  Committee,  at  the 
Corporation  meeting  in  September  following.  The  amount  expended 
for  the  President's  house  and  the  College  edifice,  for  the  two  buildings 
were  carried  on  together,  was  according  to  this  account,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds,  five  shillings,  three  and  one-quar- 
ter pence,  lawful  money,  equal  to  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  This 
original  account  of  "sundry  supplies  "and  "sundry  subscriptions"  is 
now  on  file.  It  ia  an  exceedingly  interesting  document,  written  in  a 
large,  plain  hand,  and  filling  sixteen  pages  of  folio  ledger  paper.  Some 
of  t^ese  items  of  expenditure  are  curious  and  interesting,  illustrating 
the  progress  of  the  buildings,  and  throwing  light  on  the  I^bits  and  cus- 
toms of  our  fathers :  — 

ITTO.    Jan.     1.    To  casb  paid  Robert  Carrie,  lor  passage  of  Joseph  Brown, 
Jonathan  Hamman.  and  Zeph.  Andrews  to  Cambridge, 

to  view  the  colleges,  12  dollars £3    12   0 

"  "     To  cash,  Joseph  Brown  paid  tbe  expenses  in  said  Journey       2    16    0 

To  John  and  Moses  Brown's  horses  to  Samuel  Fenner's  to 
pnrcfaase  the  lot  tor  the  College,  and  from  thence  to 
Jonathan  Bandall,  Esq.,  and  then  to  Fenner's  ag^n, 

in  all  seven  miles 0    3 

"  "     To  John  Brown's  horse  and  ferriage  to  Elisha  Bun's,  In 

Behoboth,  to  contract  for  brick,  nine  miles 3    T 
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ITTO.    Jm      1.    To  NictiolM  Broim'a  horse  to  Jetemlah  WilUknu i   Q 

"                   "     To  oaah  paid  tor  the  poatageolalettei  to  tbeCorporatioa..  1    6 
April    3.     To  cuh,  Zeph.  Andreirs   paid  for  expeiuas    in   Boston, 

besides  what  Joaepb  Brown  paid IS    6t 

"                   T.    To  portage  of  a  letter  Irom  the  Architect  of  Philadelphia,.  1    4 
"                  IT.    To  paid  Vm.  Comptpn  for  calling  a  meeting  of  the  enb- 

Bcrlbers 3   6 

"  "    To  paid  ditto  for  his  altendanee  at  a  meeting  at  the  Conn 

House,  and  bfll 3  00 

"  "    To  refuse  boards  Jndged  by  Hanunou  to  be  worth,  to  stick 

boards  on,  etc i    0 

"                  "      To  one-qnarter-load  of  wood  of  N.  B.  to  lay  boardson 1    S 

"         UaylT.    ToSqts.  ram,  allowed  Cole  &  John  Jenckes 1    S 

"                 31.    To  3  pts.  ram  allowed  John  Jenckes  for  the  scow  men 0  10 

"                 2S.    To Townecowtwo  days  fetching  stones 6    0 

"      Uay   2S.    To  one-half  day's  work  of  Earle's  negro 1   6 

"  "     To  cash  paid  Comstock  for  one-half  day's  carting  with  three 

creatures 3    0 

"      June     1.    To  paid  Henry  Paget,  Esq.,  for  twelve  and  one-half  clays' 

work  of  his  negro  Pero,  and  bill  at  Ss 1    IT    6 

"                   9.    Toonewheelbarrow,new,  bat  broke  to  pieces  In  the  servioe.  10   6 
"                  19.    To  paid  James  and  Abraham  Uttlehale  for  one  month's 

workol  each  at  30s.,  at  the  foundation 3     0   0 

"  "     To  one  pail  allowed  A.  Cole  tor  the  poople  to  cany  water 

to  drink  In I    6 

"                 "     To  )  gall.  West  India  rnm  for  the  digging  of  the  well I   « 

"                   "     Tol  qt.  ditto  allowed  by  John  Jenckes 1    0 

"                  31.    To  i  gall,  ditto  at  twice  for  the  well 3   0 

"                  38.    To  i  gall,  ram  for  the  well  diggers 1    1 

"                   "     To  1  gall.  West  India  rum  when  laying  the  Orst  door 3    6 

"      Ang.     3.    To  i  galls,  ditto  and  2  lbs.  sugar,  second  floor S    0 

"  6.    To  3  pints  ditto  allowed  Blnuaons  tor  "  extraordinary  set- 

"  31.    To  2  galla.  good  ram  and  2  lbs.  sugar  when  raising  the 

President's  house 9   &i 

"  2B.    To  4  galla.  West  India  rum,  very  good  and  old,  and  1  lb. 

sugar,  third  Boor IS   7) 

"      Sept.   14.    lolgalla.  ditto  and  lib.  augar,  fourth  floor U   7 
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ITTO.    Sopt.  M.    To  1  pt.  ditto  allowed  tbe  cupanterH  ^BtlB 0   7 

"      Oct.      9.    ToT(g»IlH.  old  WMt  India  lum  uid  2  lbs.  aagar  -when 

raiBlng  th«  flftli  floor 1      S   4 

"  13.    To  3  galls.  WMt  ladU  mm  when  ralatiiK  toof 10  6 

ITTl.    Ju>.     T.    To  cash  paid  Oliver  Bowen  torthe  College  land,  the  Temaln- 

der,  £30  ISs.  Td.,  paid  by  John  Jenckea,  the  whole  CM-  03  4  fi 
"  "     To  5  acres  land  bought  ot  Samuel  Fenuer,  at  90  dollars  per 

acre,  le  £136;  to  one  year's  interest,  88.2d 1*3     3    0 

"      Feb.      7.    To  1  box  glass  for  President's  house 3      3    0 

■■  "     To  p^d  Benjamin  Mann,  for  setting  seven  squares  glass  tn 

Ur.  Snow's  meeting  hoiue,  broke  at  Commencement...  4    8 

"      March  6.    To  paid  EbenoEer  Leland,  tor  painting  the  College  and 

President's  hooae 9     0    0 

From  the  foregoing  ftccount,  it  will  appear,  that  the  amount  paid 
for  the  original  College  lands,  compriBing  ahout  eight  acres,  was  two 
hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  or  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars ; 
being  ninety  dollars  per  acre,  for  what  is  now  valued  at  one  dollar  and 
upwards  per  square  foot.  The  last  item  is  for  painting.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  building  would  be  ready  for  the  students  in  the  fall.  Dr. 
Stiles,  however,  in  his  diary  for  November,  1771,  thus  writes  :  —  "  Oa 
Monday  I  went  to  visit  the  College,  where  five  or  six  lower  rooms  are 
finished  off.  They  have  about  twenty  students,  though  none  are  yet 
living  in  the  College  edifice." 

A  few  more  extracts  from  the  records  touohii^  the  College  edifice, 
and  we  pass  to  other  subjects.  The  auditing  committee  of  the 
accounts  presented  by  Xicholas  Brown  &  Co.  thus  reported :  — 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  appointed  by  the  Corporation  ol  the  Gollega  at  their 
meeting  In  April  last,  to  audit  the  accounts  ot  the  Committee  for  building  said  Col- 
lege :  — 

Have,  In  obedience  to  said  order,  caretully  examined  their  respective  accounts, 
with  the  several  vouchers  thereto  annexed;  and  we  And  a  balance  from  the  iubacrlben 
for  building  said  College  dne  to  NicholM  Brown  ft  Co.,  of  six  hnndred  and  twenty- 
three  pounds,  five  pence,  and  one  farthing,  lawful  money,  agreeably  to  the  above 
acGOont  current. 

And  here  npon  this  occasion,  we  think  it  our  daty  to  inform  all  the  benefactors  to 
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this  InstllutloQ,  tbat  the  materials  tax  said  College,  appear  to  us  to  have  been  par- 
chased,  collected,  and  put  togethei  with  good  Judgment,  prudence,  and  eooaomr;  and 
that  this  Committee,  for  this  great  applioftUon,  dislaterMtedness,  and  activity,  are 
Jnstl  J  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  every  one  trho  wishes  well  to  so  arduons  and  important 
»n  undertaking. 

kichoi.&s  cooeb, 
Paskts  Sksiiomb, 
JosBPH  BrasiLL. 
PaoTiDBifCB,  Uarch  11, 1T71. 

Which  report,  being  read,  was  unanimoosly  accepted  and  oirdered 
to  be  recorded. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  give  a  fair  copj  of  the  above  report  to  each  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  purchasing  matsrlala  and  building  said  College,  m  a  testimony  of  their 
entire  approbation  of  their  conduct. 

The  Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke,  whose  name  here  appears  as  chairmaii 
of  the  auditing  committee,  took  his  engagement  as  a  Trustee  in  1769. 
Backus  states  that  "  he  was  a  Baptist  himself,  though  in  communion 
with  a  Congregational  church."  The  Rev.  Dr.  James  G.  Vose,  in  his 
"Sketches  of  Congregationalism  in  Rhode  Island,"  says  that  Mr. 
Cooke's  name  appears  on  the  records  of  "Father  Snow's  Church," 
now  the  "Beneficent  Chureh,"  in  February,  1747.  In  the  account 
which  Backus  in  his  third  volume  gives  of  Manning,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing, which  illustrates  the  peculiar  condition  of  some  of  the  Provi- 
dence ohurohes  in  the  early  days  :  —  "And  when  Governor  Cooke  was 
chosen  member  of  the  College  Corporation,  and  some  scrupled  whether 
he  could  properly  be  denominated  a  Baptist,  because  he  was  a  member 
of  a  Congregational  church,  he  informed  them  that  he  was  ever  a  Baptist 
on  principle,  and  was  baptized  by  immersion,  and  should  have  joined 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  if  such  doctrine  had  been  preached 
therein  then  as  there  was  now."  "Baptism  by  immersion,"  Dr.  Vose 
adds,  in  his  history  of  the  Beneficent  Church,'  "  was  frequently  practised 
by  Father  Snow ;  and  the  Providence  River,  then  much  wider  and  purer 

>itou>.  Boston,  UM.  See  page  us. 
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than  now,  witnessed  many  such  scenes  on  either  bank,  from  the  shore 
in  front  of  the  First  Baptist  Meetmg-house  to  that  on  or  near  the  site 
of  the  present  City  Hall.  Many  of  the  early  members,  and  some  in 
]at«r  times  were  thus  baptized."  Nicholas  Cooke's  name  appears  as 
one  of  the  subscribers  for  the  erection  of  the  College  building  to  the 
amount  of  forty-five  pounds,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 


Wbkssab,  a  snm  of  money  Is  lmm«diatoly  wanted  to  detmy  the  expense  of  aUting 
the  College  edifice,  it  1« 

Setolved,  That  the  Bev.  John  Oano  be  appointed  to  solicit  donations  for  tbat  pnrpose 
in  this  or  tbe  other  colonies;  and  that  he  be  feqaested  to  proceed  npon  that  business  as 
■oon  as  ma;  be. 

Voted,  That  the  anm  of  Atb  dollars  be  taken  for  the  nse  of  each  room  In  the  Collets 
edlSce  annually,  from  those  who  live  In  them. 

Thursday,  Sept.  2, 1773.  Voted  and  lUtoliitd,  That  the  offer  of  the  Secretary  (Doot. 
Tbomaa  Eyiee)  be  accepted,  that  be  would  pay  the  Interest  of  one  hundred  dollars  for 
three  years  to  any  gentleman  who  irlll  advance  said  snm  towards  finishing  the  rooms 
in  the  College  edlSce,  after  tbe  balance  in  Mr.  Howell's  hands  was  expended,  the 
Corporation  being  secnrity  for  the  original  sum. 

The  accompaaying  engraving  presents  a  soathwest  view  of  the  CoU 
lege,  together  with  the  President's  house  and  garden.  It  was  photo* 
graphed  from  a  painting  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Messer.  College,  Prospect,  and  Waterman  streets  were  not  laid  out 
when  the  painting  was  made.  The  older  graduates  will  remember  the 
well  at  the  southeast  comer,  from  whence  such  cool  refreshing  water 
was  drawn.  The  stone  walls  on  the  east  and  north  are  the  walls  to  which 
Maoning  refers  in  his  "trying  experiences,"  as  narrated  by  Dr.  Wat^r- 
house.  "  I  made,"  says  Manning,  "  my  own  garden,  and  took  care  of 
it,  and  repaired  my  dilapidated  walls. "  The  little  building  south  of  the 
house  is  the  bam  where  he  kept  his  horse,  with  which  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  journey  during  vacations.  The  little  tower  on  the  hill  in  the 
distance  must  be  &6  "signal  post,"  or  beacon,  erected  in  1TT5,  punu- 
ant  to  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
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notice  to  the  aurroundiDg  country,  in  case  of  an  attack  on  the  town. 
It  was  fired  on  the  ITth  of  Augost.  Its  light,  says  Staples,  was  seen 
in  Newport,  New  London,  Norwich,  Pomfret,  Prospect  Hill  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  in  almost  all  the  towns  within  tiie  same  distance  from  Prov- 
idence. 

The  following  extract  shows  that  Mr.  Gano,  Manning's  brother-in- 
law,  was  specially  active  in  advocating  the  interests  of  the  College :  — 

ThnradB7,  Sept.  S,  ITU.  Votad,  That  the  thanks  ol  the  Corporation  be  preseated  to 
the  Kev.  John  Gano,  for  hia  having  nsed  his  beat  endeavori  to  promote  a  Hobacrlption 
for  this  College  in  the  Southern  oolonlea  ;  —  that  the  manner  In  which  he  haa  proceeded 
Is  approved  by  the  Corporation ;  and  he  Is  hereby  requested  to  proceed  upon  the  same 
hnslneas  in  any  other  placet  and  methods  which  he  shall  Judge  most  beneflclal  towards 
the  sdvanrement  of  the  College ;  and  the  Secretary  Is  ordered  to  give  him  a  copy  of 
this  vote. 

One  of  the  char&cteriBtic  votes  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Corpo- 
ration in  1770,  reads  asfollows: — "  Voted,  That  the  Chancellor,  the 
President,  and  tlie  Secretary,  be  a  Committee  to  authorize  any  gentle- 
man to  take  and  collect  subecriptions  in  any  part  of  the  world."  "It 
is  to  be  hoped,"  President  Sears  playfully  remarks,  "that  tiie  same 
liberal  spirit  in  regard  to  receiving  subscriptions,  will  always  be  mani- 
fested in  this  University."  Perhaps  it  was  this  vote  that  encourt^d 
Manning  to  eecure  by  correspondenoe  the  co-operatioa  and  assistance  of 
friends  in  England.  For  this  purpose  the  line  of  packets  owned  by 
the  Browns,  and  running  regnlarly  to  and  from  London,  afforded  good 
facilitieB.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  which  he  continued  through  life, 
he  now  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Stennett,  whom  we 
shall  presently  mention,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Standing  Committee  on  Grievances.  Dr.  Stennett  was 
for  tfairty-^even  years  the  faithful  and  affectionate  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
chnich  in  Little  Wild  Street,  London,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  eminent  ministers  of  bis  own  denomination.  His  various  con- 
nections with  Protestant  Dissenteis  generally,  and  with  members  of  tJie 
Established  Church,  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  commend  Baptists  on 
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occaaions  when  they  Kquired  BjKcial  aid.  Oae  of  his  constant  heatets 
was  the  philanthropist,  John  Howaid,  whom  Burke  has  so  highly  eulo- 
gized. Greoi^  III.,  it  is  said,  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  him, 
frequently  calUng  at  his  house  ou  Mtiawell  Hill.  He  was  remarkable, 
says  his  biographer,  for  the  ease  and  suavity  of  his  manners,  for  the 
good  breeding,  the  poUshed  language,  and  the  graceful  ways  of  the  true 
gentleman.  As  a  scholar  and  an  author,  he  had  no  small  repute.  His 
Works,  edited  by  the  Rev.  William  Jones,  were  publiahed  in  1824,  in 
three  octavo  volumes.  These  works,  says  Ivimey,  display  the  author's 
proficiency  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  the  Oriental  toagues,  and  establish  his 
reputation  for  learning  and  genius.  His  father,  Dr.  Joseph  Stennett, 
his  grandfather,  Joseph  Stennett,  his  great-grandfather,  Edward  Sten- 
nett,  his  brother,  Joseph  Stennett,  and  his  sou,  Joseph  Stennett,  were 
all  Baptist  ministers. 

The  accompanying  portrait  is  from  an  eDgraving  in  Rippon's  Bap- 
tist Register. 

To  THB  Bet.  Db.  BTsmonr. 

Pbotidhhcb,  June  7, 1770. 
Bbtkbknd  and  Dxax  Sot: 

Although  unknown  to  jou,  I  take  the  freedom  to  trouble  yon  with  reftdlng  a  letter 
bom  an  nnwortby  Mend.  I  waa  urged  to  this  partly  by  the  desire  of  onr  common 
friend,  llr.  Henry  WllUoms,  merchant  of  New  York,  and  partly  becaase  I  have  often 
heard  that  you  are  a  lover  of  onr  nation,  and  are  angagod  to  further  the  intereela  of  the 
BaptlBt  Society ;  as  also  that  yon  may  be  informed  of  the  state  of  our  CoU^e,  tbe  inter- 
ena  of  whlob  I  am  told  yon  have  at  heart.  Of  (bis  the  late  very  acceptable  present  of 
your  two  Tolnmea  of  Sermons  is  an  additional  proof.  I  heartily  wish  that  yonr  example 
may  be  followed  by  others  of  our  friends  who  have  written  for  the  public. 

It  was  resolved,  after  long  deliberation,  to  place  the  College  edifice  In  the  town  of 
Providence,  in  this  Colony,  as  most  conducive  to  the  ends  of  its  Institution.  This,  how- 
ever, has  been  attended  with  considerable  difficulty ;  but  I  forbear  to  trouble  yon  with 
the  recital  of  our  little  aflalrs.  The  foundation  of  the  College  la  now  laid,  and  tbe 
ballding  proceeds  faster  than  could  have  been  expected,  ite  magnitude  considered, 
which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  forty-^lx,  with  a  projeetlpn  la  the  middle,  of  ten  feet 
on  each  aide,  for  the  pabllo  rooms.  It  la  to  be  fonr  stories  high,  with  an  entry  of  twelve 
feet  through  the  middle  of  each,  and  is  to  be  built  of  brlok.  It  will  contain  fitty-slz 
rooms  In  all.    The  town  of  Providence  Itself  bas  nearly  provided  for  the  building,  aa 
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th6j  bav«  nUsed  'by  subscription  near  £4,000,  l&wlnl  money,  «t  liz  Bbilliuga  per  dolUr. 
The  b«Deflceiice  of  a  fair  Baptists  in  this  place,  their  lortuuea  ctnuldered,  is  almost 
nnpanilleled.  I  should  rejoice  to  find  many  elsewhere  like-minded.  We  should  then  sea 
the  College  properly  endowed,  aa  well  as  founded.  This  we  mnat  expect  from  abroad. 
Added  to  the  sum  collected  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  Europe,  oar  Brother  Hezekiah  Smith,  of 
HaTethlll,  has  collected  and  obtained  sutMcriptiooB  In  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
from  whence  he  has  Just  retnmed,  to  the  amount  of  about  £GO0  sterling. 

It  would  be  happy  for  as  If  we  coatd  find  in  England  a  family  of  Holllses'  to  patro- 
nize onr  college ;  but  I  fear  the  Baptists  are  not  to  expect  such  an  instance  of  public 
■pltit  in  their  favor,  although  I  have  heretofore  indulged  such  hopes,  and  am  yet 
unwilling  to  give  them  np. 

Two  young  men  have  already  engaged  in  the  ministry  who  have  been  assisted  by 
this  Institution,  and  both  from  their  beginnings  give  promise  of  usefulness.  Their  first 
attempts  have  tbus  far  been  highly  acceptable  to  the  public.  May  the  Lord  of  the  har- 
vest thrust  ont  many  more  faithful  laborers.  In  this  iwrt  of  the  world  the  field  for  labor 
is  very  large,  white  the  faithful  and  well-fumished  laborers  are  truly  few.  To  my  great 
satisfaction,  I  lately  received  certain  information  of  the  conversion  to  Baptist  princi- 
ples of  a  young  Presbyterian  minister,  eminent  tor  his  piety  and  success  as  a  preacher. 
The  manner  In  which  this  was,  by  Divine  Providence,  brought  about,  is  somewhat  sin- 
gular. He  was  preaching  upon  John  xiv.  16,  when  truth  was  let  into  his  mlnil  with 
snch  vividness  as  compelled  blm  to  open  the  nature  of  the  ordinance  of  baptism  so 
clearly  as  to  convince  the  church,  of  which  he  was  pastor,  that  believer's  baptism  by 
Immersion  ont]/  la  a  divine  institatioD.  In  consequence  of  this,  they  sent  a  messenger 
to  me  to  come  and  administer  the  ordinance  to  both  minister  and  people,  the  most  of 
whom  expect  immediately  to  submit  thereto.  As  they,  however,  are  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  distant  from  me,  and  near  Mr.  Smith,*  he  has  engaged  to  supply  my 

'  Concerning  the  HotUs  family,  «ho  for  nearl;  a  century  continued  their  benefactions  to  Harvard 
College,  we  may  here  state  In  brief,  what  Fierce  and  Qulncy  bave  glTen  M  length  In  their  hlsCarles 
of  the  UniTSrilty.  ThomM  Rollls,  (be  fattier  of  the  "benefactor,"  mi  bom  In  1S34,  and  died  inlTlS. 
His  son.  called,  by  reason  of  bis  donattons  to  Harvard,  Tbonuu  Hollli,  Ut,  died  In  1T31.  A  second 
SOD,  Nathaniel,  died  In  ITSS.  A  third  ion,  John,  ww  a  partner  in  business  with  his  brotber  Tbomas. 
Thomu  HoUlg,  2d,  son  of  Nathaniel,  died  in  173S.  The  total  unount  of  the  benefactions  of  this 
family  up  to  this  date,  "exceeded,"  says  Qulncy.  "£6,000  currency  of  Massacbu«etta.  which,  consid- 
ering the  value  of  money  at  that  period,  and  the  disinterested  spirit  by  which  their  charities  irere 
prompted,  constitutes  one  of  themost  remarkable  Instancesof  continued  benevolence  npon  record." 
Thomas  KoUIs,  3d,  wu  bom  In  lT!iO,  and  died  In  1TT4.  His  donations  to  Hu-TBrd  College  during  bis 
lifetime  exceeded  £1,400  sterling.  Tlmotby  Hollls  died  In  iTOl,  at  an  advanced  age.  He  gave  £S0 
sterling  for  tbe  library.  Thomu  Brand  Hollls,  the  last  of  the  benefaotois,  me  born  In  ITIB,  and 
died  In  ISO*.  His  H  emolrs  were  published  in  IBOS.  In  two  bandsome  qoarto  lolumea,  by  his  friend 
the  Rev.  John  Disney. 

■Bev.  HeieklahBmlth.  In  hlsdlary,  we  flndtbe  followlDg:  "  irMtrusday,  June  13th.  Went  to 
d  preached  from  Acts  il.  23:  "Who,  when  be  came,  and  had  seen  the  graceaf  Uod, 
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pUee.  I  UD  alio  told  that  God  is  doing  mBTrolloiu  thing!  in  Vii^nls  and  Kortb  u)d 
Booth  CaioUna  amongst  tha  Baptist*,  Ininglng  multitudes  to  submit  to  baptism  accord- 
ing to  ChrlBt's  instmctlotis.  And  we  are  not  quite  lorsaken  In  New  England.  In 
•CTeral  lawns  on  Cape  Cod  Ood  is  at  work,  although  in  general  we  lure  reason  to  eiy, 
"  Onr  leanneia,  our  leanneu  t " 

Hj  altnatlon  in  the  centre  ot  American  Intelligence,  especially  as  I  have  traTelled 
thtoagli,  and  have  oorrMpcudents  in,  most  of  the  principal  towns,  furnishes  me  with 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  almost  everything  Interesting  to  the  Baptists,  of  whose 
affairs,  should  jon  be  disposed  to  hear,  yon  may  depend  upon  receiving  the  best 
accounts  I  can  collect,  whenever  yon  lay  yonr  conimands  in  this  way.  However 
agreeable  the  like  from  yon  would  be  respecting  affairs  in  Britain,  yet,  amidst  your 
mot*  Important  connections  and  engagements,  the  utmost  I  presume  to  ask  Is  yonr 
indnlgence  for  interrnptii^  yon  by  this  tedious  epistle,  and  beg  leave  to  anbecribe. 
Dear  sir,  your  most  unworthy  brother. 

Jambs  Uutinara. 
To  this  letter  Dr.  Stenuett  thua  replies  :  — 

Lomox,  Aug.  10, 17T0. 
Kxyxuvs  Aim  Dxak  Sih: 

I  received  yonr  favor  of  June  Tth,  and  take  this  opportunity  o{  letumlng  to  you  my 
sincere  thanks  for  it,  and  of  BSSnrlng  yon  that  a  conespondenee  with  Mr.  Manning, 
for  whose  character,  before  I  rsc^ved  this  expression  of  his  friendship,  I  bad  great 
respect,  will  afford  me  a  particular  pleasure.  I  write  by  Mr.  Gordon,'  a  minister  of  tbe 
Independent  persoaalon  of  this  olty,  who  intends  settling  in  America.  He  is  a  very 
sensible  and  worthy  man,  and  has  ample  recommendations  with  him.    His  political 

was  ^ad,  and  exhorted  tliem  all  that  with  pnrpoM  of  lieart  the;  would  olMTe  unto  tbe  Lord." 
ftHw  the  ssiuwii  I  tTTHmtp^  the  Rer.  EUphalet  Smith  and  a  number  of  his  bearers  for  baptism. 
TJumdaVi  l*th,  I  preached  In  Hr.  Smith's  meatiog-houe  from  Col.  ii.  II,  la.  Aftar  Mimon  I  b^- 
tlaed  foDTteen  persons,  whose  names  are  u  followi :  RST-EUphalet  Smith  and  his  wile  Hanc;,  Dea. 
Wadlay  Cran  and  Us  wife  EUMboth,  Samnel  Winslow  and  bis  wUe  Jane,  Jsnue  FUlbrick  and  his 
wUa  rainlMtb,  Jeremlab  Present,  Mosee  Ckingh,  WHllMn  Tfrrlll,  Hannah  PoUlper,  Nancy  Foljom, 
and  Isaac  Blasdel,  of  Cbaster,  the  rest  of  Dearfleld.  who  the  swne  da;  ware  embodied  into  a  Baptist 
cbuTcli.  A  Kood  daj  it  was,  Indeed.  The  goings  of  the  Lord  vera  vary  evldant."  Two  dafi  after- 
varde  Mr.  Smith  biqjtiied  MTen  persons,  one  ot  whom  was  Dr.  Bamnel  Shepard,  who,  fn  1171,  was 
acdained  as  pastor  over  tbe  cborch  at  Btratham.  Mr.  StlUman,  of  Boaton,  preached  the  ■ennoa, 
Mr.  Smith  gure  the  cliarge,  and  President  Manning  the  rigbt  band  of  feUowshlp.  Dr.  Shepard 
became  a  rer;  acttre  and  hlBhlj  honoivd  minister  of  the  B^tist  denomination.  A  sketch  at  bis 
life  appeals  m  Spragne'a  Annals  of  the  Ameiican  Pnlpit.  He  was  ooniartad  to  B^itlst  sentiments,' 
Dg  Norcott's  work  on  Baptism. 

lon,D.  D.    He  lettted  inBoxbnry,HaBsacbiisetti,  and  afterwards  wrote  a  history 

se,  Progreea,  and  Ectabligbment  of  the  Independenoe  of  the  United  BCatas  of 

,"  puldished  in  ITTS,  In  four  octavo  volumes.   Tot  a  more  extended  BOtloe  ot  Oordon,  see 


,,Google 


162  BEOWN  tnnVERSITT  Chap.  IV. 

•pMulaUons  In  favor  of  Americs,  ttad  Home  little  mlsnuderstandliigiritlihiB  people, 
ocoMioned  by  hts  not  knoving  how  conaclentiontl;  to  baptlEs  all  the  ohlldren  of  thooe 
irho  Attended  his  mlnlBtry,  have  engaged  him  to  luve  oa,  and  apend  the  remainder 
ol  hlH  life  <trlth  jon.  Where  he  shall  settle  I  believe  he  hae  not  himself  determined, 
but  I  imagine  aomewhers  abont  Philadelphia  or  New  York.  Should  he  take  a  tour 
your  way,  I  have  no  donbt  he  will  meet  with  a  friendly  and  brotherly  reception  at 
ProTideace.  I  was  educated  at  the  same  aoademy  with  him,  and  have  a  great  esteem 
and  afFectlon  for  him.    Indeed,  he  1«  well  known  and  eateemed  by  all  denominations 

I  am  glad  your  College  Is  In  such  forwardness,  and  that  the  design,  which  is  truly 
Important,  meet!  with  so  much  encouragement  among  our  friends  on  your  side  of  the 
water.  The  gionndlesi  prejudices  which  have  a  long  time  prevailed  among  many 
good  people  of  our  persuasion,  will,  I  hope,  in  time  subside;  and  nothing  will  con- 
tribute so  much  to  the  removing  of  them  as  the  seal,  good  behavior,  and,  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  anccess  of  the  Brat  young  persons  you  send  out  into  the  ministry.  I 
look  upon  it  as  a  very  kind  Providence  that  hath  set  you  at  the  head  of  this  College ; 
and  as  I  am  sensible  you  must  have  many  difBculties  to  contend  with,  so  t  heartily 
pray  yon  may  have  strength  according  to  your  day.  The  success  you  have  already  met 
with  la  a  circumstance  which  I  doubt  not  affords  you  no  small  encouragement,  and  I 
hope  you  will  still,  my  dear  sit,  meet  with  a  great  deal  more.  I  shall  rejoice  to  help 
forward  your  design  In  any  way  that  I  am  able.  But  you  ate  sensible  we  have  not  a 
great  deal  of  wealth  in  our  deDomlnatton,  and  few  of  the  Baptists,  ae  I  hinted  before, 
are  very  warm  advocates  for  learning.  Dr.  Llewelyn  la  your  very  good  friend,  and  I 
am  persuaded  would  be  glad  of  an  acquaintance  with  Professor  Manning,  T  speak  not 
from  any  intlmatloD  on  his  port,  but  from  the  particular  knowledge  I  have  of  his 
character,  and  his  good  diapoaitlona  towards  your  plan.  We  have  had  a  great  loss  in 
Mr.  Boffey,*  who  died  in  April  laat,  and  through  whoae  further  good  offices  I  hoped 
your  College  would  have  been  considerably  beneBted.    But  Qod  will,  I  hope,  raise  up 

I  cannot  now  be  so  particular  as  I  wish,  as  I  write  in  a  hurry.  By  the  band  that 
conveys  this  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Stlllman,  of  Boston,  whom  I  bare,  I  fear,  wearied 
with  a  very  long  scrawl.  I  rejoice  in  the  agreeable  account  yon  have  favored  me  with, 
of  the  success  of  the  Gospel  in  many  parts,  and  that  the  truth  with  reapect  to  baptism 
prevails.    Hay  the  knowledge  of  Chrtat  and  ol  His  ways  spread  far  and  wide.    We  are 

>  Mr.  Boffey.  It  appears,  was  a  benefactor  of  Bliode  Island  College.  Fmni  the  rscords  ve  flnd 
that  Ota  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  at  Newport,  Not.  IB,  lTa9,  It  was  voted  "Tbat  the  tbonka 
of  this  Corporation  be  trooamltled  to  Kr.  Samuel  BoICey,  for  his  genarona  beoetsctlon  to  this 
InatitutloD,  by  the  Secretary." 
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not  witbout  Bome  tnatancM  ol  the  power  and  gckceot  OodftmonguB;  and  I  think  tbe 
interwt  in  nutny  pltKM  revlTM.  N«w  auoeUHona  of  mluijMn  uid  congiegMiona  are 
laWty  let  up  In  the  conntry  wbeie  theie  were  none  before. 

Afl  to  Dr.  Moore'e  scheme,  he  haa  met  with  considerable  success,  thongb  as  jM  bnt 
little  haa  been  collected  among  the  Baptists.  I  believe  about  £1,000  is  raised ;  we  bave 
obtained  also  £1,000  ot  the  King.  Trastees  are  appointed  lor  the  management  of  the 
moneys  collected,  among  whom,  of  the  Baptists,  are  Mr.  Stead,  Dr.  Llewelyn,  and 
myseU,  who  consider  ontaelTes  aa  partlcalarlj  obliged  to  look  after  the  interests  ot  onr 
Mends  In  Nora  Scotia. 

As  to  political  matters,  my  time  will  allow  me  to  say  but  little  now.  The  sot- 
erelgnty  ot  Parliament  orer  all  the  British  dominions  seems  to  be  the  great  object  of 
GoTcmment ;  and  yet  I  believe  they  would  be  glad  to  have  peace  and  harmony  restored. 
I  made  nae  of  the  argument  ot  policy,  as  well  as  ot  the  goodness  of  the  caase  itself,  in 
.favor  ot  the  discussion  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  it  was  duly  attended  to.  I  hope  the  dia- 
Gouragements  the  Baptists  have  lately  met  with  In  America  are  removed,  and  their 
grievances  In  some  degree  at  least  redressed-  I  am  sure,  however,  it  would  be  good 
policy,  to  say  no  more  ot  It,  In  the  other  denominations  with  yon,  to  treat  then  well. 
And  our  friends,  I  hope,  see  the  Importance  and  reasonableness  of  taUng  every  nnited 
step  that  our  divine  religion  teaches,  before  they  proceed  further.  Bnt  I  must  not  run 
on  any  further  at  present. 

It  will,  I  aesnre  yon,  my  dear  trlend,  afford  me  a  vary  sensible  pleasure,  to  hear 
Irom  yon  qnlckly,  and  often ;  and  yon  will  oblige  me  much  by  favoring  me  with  all  the 
news  you  can.  My  sincere  Christian  regards  to  Mr.  Hezekiah  Smith,  tor  whose  char- 
acter I  have  a  high  esteem,  and  all  Inquiring  friends.    I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yonr  very  affectionate  trlend  and  brother, 

Bahuu.  BmnfKTT, 

The  first  Commencement  Id  Provideace  was  held  in  the  meetings 
bouse  of  the  Society,  now  known  as  the  Beneficent  Congregational 
Society,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  This  honse,  as  Mr.  Howland 
states,  was  the  largest  in  town,  and  the  congregation  was  largely  Baptist 
in  sentiment,  two-thinls  being  Baptist,  according  to  Dr.  Stiles,  and  one- 
third  PresbyteriaB.  The  Pastor,  Rev.  Joseph  Snow,  had  formerly  been 
a  deacon  in  Mr.  Cotton's  church.  In  1748,  he  with  others,  constituting 
at  the  time,  according  to  Staples,  a  large  part  if  not  a  majority  of  the 
church,  seceded  from  the  First  Congregational  Society,  hdving  become 
what  were  termed  "New  Lights"  or  Separatists.    This  was  at  the 
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time  of  the  great  awakening  throughout  Kew  England,  in  conseqaence 
of  the  lahois  of  Whitfield,  vhen  multitudes  like  BackuB  left  the  Stand- 
ing Older,  and  afterwards  joined  themselves  to  the  Baptists.  A  new 
society  was  formed,  a  house  of  worship  was  huilt  on  the  lot  where  .the 
present  house  stands,  and  in  1747  Mr.  Snow  was  ordaiued  as  the  pastor. 
This  relation  he  continued  to  sustain  to  a  beloved  and  united  people  for 
many  years.  Hezekiah  Smith,  whenev^  be  visited  Providence,  was 
accustomed  to  preach  part  of  the  time  for  Dr.  Manning,  and  part  of 
the  time  for  Mr.  Snow.  In  1793  Mr.  Snow  and  his  adherents  withdrew 
from  the  Beneficent  Ck>iigregational  Church  and  formed  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Richmond  Street  Church.  He  died  in  1803  in  his 
eighty-ninth  year.  Dr.  Stephen  Gano,  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
preached  his  funeral  sermon. 

All  subsequent  Commencements  were  held  in  Mr.  Snow's-  meeting- 
house, until  liie  completion  of  the  new  Baptist  meeting-house,  in  1776. 
At  this  first  Commencement  in  Providence  but  four  young  men  were 
graduated,  one  of  whom,  Hon.  Theodore  Foster,  represented  Rhode 
Island  for  thirteen  years  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  at  hia 
death  left  many  fruits  of  antiquarian  research  connected  with  Rhode 
Island  history.  For  the  foUowiug  account  we  are  again  indebted  to  the 
Providence  Q-azette:  — 

PBOrmnrcB,  8«pt.  8,  ITTO. 

On  Wednesday  wu  celebrated  here  the  second  CoTDmencement  In  Bhode  Isluid 
College.  The  potties  concerned  met  at  tlie  court-home,  about  ten  o'clock,  from  whence 
they  proceeded  to  the  Rev.  Joaepb.  Snow's  meettng-hoiue,  in  the  following  order:  Fint 
the  grammar  Bcholara ;  then  the  under  cUmss,  the  candidates  tor  degrees,  the  Bache- 
lors, the  TmsteM  of  (he  college,  the  Fellows,  the  Chancellor,  the  OoTemor  of  the 
Colony,  and  lastly,  the  President.  When  they  were  seated,  tho  President  Introdnced 
the  bnsineas  of  the  day  by  prayer;  then  followed  the  salutatory  oration  Id  Ladu,  by 
Mr.  Dennis,  and  a  forensic  dispute,  with  which  ended  the  exercises  of  the  forenoon. 

Those  ol  the  afternoon  began  with  an  intermsdlate  oration  on  Catholicism,  pro- 
nounced by  Hi.  Foster;  then  followed  a  syllogistic  disputation  In  Latin,  wherein  Ur. 
Foster  was  respondent,  and  Ueasleurs  Nash,  Bead,  and  Dennis,  opponents.  After  this, 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  Messieurs  John  Dennis,  Theodore 
Foster,  Samnel  Nash, andSeth  Bead;  and  the  degree  of  Hast«T  on  the  Ber.  Isaac  Baton, 
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MoBBlenra  WlllluD  Boiren,B«iij&ml[iWMt,  David 'WllliamH,  Josspb  Biowd,  and  Abal 
Braiu ;  also  on  the  BeT.  HeBBianra  Hugh  ETans,  Daniel  Turner,  Samuel  Jamea,  Benja- 
min Beddome,  Benjamin  'Wallla,  Jofau  ReTOoldB,  and  Isaac  Woodman.  To  whlah  huo- 
ceadsd  a  Tsledtctory  oration  by  Mr.  Beed,  and  then  a  charge  to  the  graduates. 

The  hallnMB  of  the  day  being  concluded,  and  before  the  oseembly  broke  up,  a 
pi«ce  from  Homer  wm  pronounoed  by  Master  Billy  Edwards,'  one  ol  the  grammar 
■ehool  boys,  not  nine  years  old.  This,  as  well  aa  the  other  performances,  gtined 
•pplaiiM  from  ft  polite  and  crowded  aadienoe,  and  affurded  pleasure  to  the  frlendt  of 
the  Institution.  But  wbat  greatly  added  to  their  satisfaction,  was  an  opportunity  of 
obearring  the  torwardneas  of  the  college  edifice,  the  first  stone  of  which  was  laid  not 
longer  since  than  the  latter  end  of  Hay  last,  and  'tis  expected  the  root  will  be  on  next 
month.  It  Is  a  neat  brick  building,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  by  forty-six,  four  etories 
Ugh,  with  a  projection  In  the  middle  of  ten  feet  on  each  side,  containing  an  area  of 
sixty-three  feet  by  thirty,  tor  a  hall  and  other  public  uses.  The  building  will  accommo- 
date upward*  of  a  hundred  students.  Its  situation  Is  exceedingly  pleasant  and  healthy, 
being  on  the  summit  of  a  hill  the  ascent  easy  and  gradual,  commanding  an  extensive 
[trosped  of  hills,  dales,  plains,  woods,  water,  islands,  etc.  W!u>  kaih  d«»piMd  th»  dag  tf 
small  CUtifftr 

In  a  previoos  ch&pter  an  account  has  been  given  of  the  formation  of 
the  Warren  Association  through  the  agency  of  Manning,  and  of  the 
stepB  taken  at  the  annirereaiy  meeting  in  1769,  to  seek  a  remedy  for 
the  oppressive  meaAures  pursued  by  the  Standing  Order  in  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut.  This  was  to  be  done  by  petition  and  memorial, 
accompanied  by  full  statements  of  grievances  through  a  committee,  of 
whom  the  Rev.  Samuel  Stillman,  of  Boston,  was  the  chairman.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  Association  was  to  be  held  in  BelUngham,  in 
September,  1770,  the  Tuesday  after  Commencement.  In  accordance 
with  the  couise  now  recommended,  the  following  from  this  committee 
appeared  in  the  Providenee  Gazette  for  Aug.  11,  1770.  It  also  after- 
wards appeared  in  the  Botton  Evening  Poit :  — 

To  IBM  BArnsM  n  thi  Pkotemci  or  Massaceusitts  Bat,  who  are  and  have  been 

oppressed  in  any  way  on  a  religious  account: 

It  would  be  needless  to  tell  you,  that  you  have  long  felt  the  effects  o(  the  laws,  by 
which  the  religion  of  the  government  In  which  yon  live  is  established;  your  puraea 

'Sonof  thsBer.  HarganKdmrds.    He  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1TT6. 
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hftve  teU  tbe  burdens  of  iiilnl8t«tlal  rMu,  uid  when  thMe  vonld  not  satisfy  yonr 
eaemiet,  you  property  hath  been  taken  from  yon  and  eold  (or  half  Its  valne.  These 
things  yon  cannot  forget.  Ton  will  therefore  readily  hear  and  attend,  when  you  are 
■11  desired  to  collect  year  cases  of  snffeiing  and  hare  them  well  attested ;  snoh  as  taxes 
you  have  paid  to  build  meeting-houses,  to  settle  ministers  and  support  them,  with  all 
the  time,  money,  and  labor  yon  hare  lost  In  waiting  on  courts,  feeing  lawyers,  etc.  And 
bring  or  send  each  cases  to  the  Baptist  Association  to  be  held  at  BelUngham,  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  when  measoies  will  be  reso- 
lutely adapted  (or  obtaining  redress  from  another  quarter  than  that  to  which  repeated 
application  hath  been  mode  ansuccessfnlly.  Nay,  complaints,  however  Jost  and 
grlerouB,  bare  been  treated  with  Indifference,  and  scarcely,  if  at  all,  credited.  We  deem 
this  OUT  conduct  perfectly  jostiAable,  and  hope  you  will  pay  a  particular  regard  to  this 
desire,  and  be  exact  In  your  account  of  your  sufferings,  and  punctual  In  your  attend- 
ance at  the  time  anif  place  above  mentioned. 

At  this  meeting  of  the  AssociAtion  in  Bellingham,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sided as  moderator,  and  Mr.  StUlman  acted  as  clerk,  after  having 
preached  the  Introduotoiy  Sermon.  The  records,  which  exist  only  in 
manuscript,  read  as  follows  in  reference  to  the  matter  of  "oppression  " 
and  "  redress  "  :  — 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  seek  redress  ol  all  grievances  of  the  Baptists,  oonaiBting 
of  the  Bev.  Samuel  Stillman,  B«v.  Hetekiab  Smith,  Kev.  J6hn  Itevls,  Bev.  Ibom 
Backus,  Bev.  Moah  Alden,  Philip  Freeman,  Philip  Freeman,  Jr.,  Nathan  Plimpton, 
and  Blchard  Orldley.  The  Bev.  Hesekioh  Smith  was  chosen  agent  to  the  Conrt  of 
Great  Britain,  to  act  In  conjunction  with  the  Bev.  Dr.  Samuel  Stennett,  Bev.  Benjamin 
Wallln,  and  Thomas  Llewelyn,  LL.  D.,  of  London. 

This  comnuttee,  which  was  continued  from  year  to  year,  with 
changes  in  the  membership,  was  long  known  as  the  Committee  on 
Grievances,  or  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Baptists  for  New 
England. 

In  accordance  with  the  notice  in  the  papers,  tiie  following  cases  of 
suffering  were  reported,  viz. :  From  Ashfield ;  two  cases  from  Prince- 
ton, Worcester  County ;  two  cases  from  Berwick,  York  County  j  also 
from  Douglass  in  Worcester  County ;  from  Colchester,  New  Hamp- 
shire ;    from  Montague.  Hampshire  County ;    and  three  cases  from 
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Enfield  in  Connecticut.    The  Circniar  Letter*  for  this  year  leads  as 
follows :  — 

CncnLui  Lcrm  of  the  Wutswi  Asaocuriox.    1T70. 
Tbe  Btdsn  and  Hessengars  mat  in  Maoolation  at  BolUngliMii,  September  11th,  12th, 

and  13th.    To  the  chnrchee  thej  represent,  &nd  all  othen  of  the  denomlnstlon  of 

BftptlBta,  lend  greeting ; 

We  met  in  peace,  and  upon  reading  the  letters  from  the  several  chnrchee,  fonnd  that 
thsy  were  generally  at  peace  among  themselToa,  eome  of  them  taarlug  had  considerable 
•ddiUons,  — the  nnmber  of  which,  In  all  the  ohnrohea,  amoDOta  to  flftj-six.  We  find 
that  God  hath  not  left  himself  withoat  a  witness,  bat  is  still  earrylng  on  the  work  of 
graoe  in  the  chnrches.  We  would  not  despise  the  da;  of  Bmall  things ;  yet  at  the  same 
time  desire  yon  to  unite  In  solemn  prayer  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Churob,  that  he 
wonid  hasten  the  time  when  converts  shall  come  as  the  clouds,  and  fly  aa  doves  to 
thoti  windows.  Oh  happy  period,  which  Ood  In  his  wisdom  has  given  lu  reason  to 
expect,  when  tbe  whole  world  shall  be  filled  with  tbe  knowledge  ot  the  Lord  I  We 
have  however  to  Inlorm  yon,  dearly  beloved,  that  some  of  onr  churches  are  sorely 
Oppressed  on  account  ot  religion.  Their  enemies  continue  to  triumph  over  them ;  and 
aa  repeated  applications  have  been  made  to  the  courts  of  Justice  and  to  the  general 
conns  for  redress  of  sneh  grievances,  but  as  yet  have  b«en  neglected,  it  la  now  become 
necessary  to  carry  tbe  affair  to  England  in  order  to  lay  it  before  the  King.  It  Is  there- 
fore warmly  recommended  to  yon  to  endeavor  to  collect  money  to  defray  the  expense 
which  will  arise  from  such  a  proceeding.  Should  you  not  oontrlbnte  to  this  matter, 
some  of  onr  brethren  must  unavoidably  be  ruined  as  to  this  world;  especially  our 
brethren  at  Ashfield,  some  of  whose  lands  have  been  taken  from  tfaam  and  sold  for  a 
trifle.  Brethren,  make  the  case  yoor  own,  and  then  do  as  yon  would  be  done  by.  We 
also  recommend  to  you  to  search  for  promising  gifts  among  yourselves,  and  bring 
them  to  the  trial,  aa  there  is  a  great  want  ot  ministerial  help  In  the  churches.  In  fine, 
brethren,  live  in  love ;  preserve  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  tbe  bonda  of  peace ;  keep 
youi  garments  unspotted  by  the  fiesta,  and  may  tbe  Qod  of  peace  and  love  be  with  you. 

P.  S.  —  The  churches  are  requested  to  be  expeditious  in  sending  their  contributions 
to  tbe  Bev.  Samuel  Stlllman,  of  Boston,  who  is  appointed  treasurer,  and  to  take  hla 
receipts.    If  our  agent,  Mr.  Hezeklah  Smith,  shonld  not  go  to  Bngland,  the  money 

>  This  letter  was  fonnd  among  the  Smith  papori  and  printed  for  the  first  time  In  "Ufa,  Times, 
sad  dnrreipondeiice  ot  Hannlng."  The  aotborshlp  Is  not  positively  knom,  slthongh  it  has  been 
ascribed  tu  Xaunlng.  It  was  tha  custom  fn  the  early  d*TS  before  the  minutes  vere  printed,  (or 
pastors  and  del^Uee  to  Manre  a  manuscript  copy  at  the  Clrcnlai  Letter  and  read  It  to  their 
chuTChM  on  retnmlng  from  the  Association. 
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viU  be  tetutncd  when  demBiided.  It  ti  also  teqneBt«d  that  tbe  chniohM  will  anite  In 
keeping  tbe  flrst  Thureday  In  October  next  oa  a  day  of  iastinK  and  prayer,  to  entreat 
Ood  to  htvor  onr  undertaking  to  obtain  liberty  ot  oonBcience,  and  to  eave  our  property, 
and  conaeqaently  onr  familiea,  from  ruin  j  alao  that  He  will  be  gracionaly  pleaaed  to 
levive  religion,  and  to  deliver  our  nation  from  Its  present  diffioulUes. 

Had  Mr.  Smith  gone  to  London  as  agent  of  the  Association,  he 
would  without  doubt  have  had  a  cordial  reception  among  hia  English 
Invthren.  His  multiplied  cares  and  increasing  responaiUlities  obliged 
him  eventually  to  decline  a  service  which  required  so  much  time  and 
labor;  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association  in  1771,  the  Rev.  John 
Davis  was  appointed  in  his  place.  That  he  corresponded  with  Dr. 
Stennett,  and  that  the  committee  of  which  Dr.  Stennett  was  chairman, 
succeeded  in  aiding  the  cause  of  truth,  and  in  removing  oppression, 
may  be  seen  from  the  following  taken  from  "Acts  and  Kesoives  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  Vol.  4,  page  1045  :  — 

Wedneeday,  May  23,  ITTl.  At  a  meeting  ot  Hie  Hajeaty'a  ComTniaaloneta  for  Trade 
and  Plantationa.  Preaent.  Mr.  EUot,  Mr.  FitEherbett,  Mr.  Bobeita,  Mr.  Whately. 
Bead  a  memorial  of  Dr.  Stennett,  praying  tbeir  Lordablpa  to  recommend  to  Hla 
Ua]eety  to  dlaallow  an  Act  paaaed  In  the  Province  ot  Maaaachnaette  Bay  In  June,  1T68, 
by  which  the  Antipedobaptlats  and  Quaketa  are  compelled  to  pay  to  the  support  ot  a 
different  perauaaion.  Their  Loidahipe  thereupon  read  and  considered  said  Act,  and  it 
waa  ordered  that  the  draught  ot  a  representation  to  Els  Majesty  should  be  prepared, 
proposing  that  It  may  be  dlaalloned. 

At  the  Court  ot  St.  James,  tbe  Slat  day  of  July,  17T1.  Present.  The  King's  Moat 
Excellent  Majeaty  in  Council.  Wlkereas  the  Great  or  General  Court  or  Assembly  of 
Hia  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  did  In  June,  1T68, 
paaa  an  Act  which  hath  been  transmitted,  entitled  as  follows:  — tIe.;  An  Act  in 
addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  tor  creating  the  New  Plantation  called  Huntstown 
In  the  County  of  Hainpabite  Into  a  town  by  the  name  ol  Ashfleld. 

Which  Act,  together  with  a  representation  from  tbe  Xiorda'  Commiaaionera  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  thereupon  having  been  refened  to  the  conalderation  ot  a  Committee 
of  the  Lorda  of  Hia  Majeaty'a  Host  Honorable  Frtvy  Council  lot  Plantation  Affaira, 
the  aald  Lords  ot  the  Committee  did  thla  day  report  as  their  opinion  to  Hta  Majeat/ 
that  tbe  said  Act  ought  to  be  disallowed.  Hla  Majesty  taking  the  aame  into  eonaid- 
eration,  waa  pleaaed  with  the  advice  of  Hia  Privy  Council  to  declare  hla  dlaallowanc« 
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of  Uie  iftid  Act;  ftnd  to  order  that  the  said  Act  be  and  it  la  hereby  disallowed  and 
rejected: — Whereof  the  Qovemor,  Llentenant  Qoveinor,  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Hie  Majeetr'a  eald  Provluoe  of  the  HasBachnsettB  Bay  for  the  time  being,  and  all  others 
whom  it  nui7  eoncein,  ace  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselvea  accordingly. 

Backus,  in  Bpeaking  of  the  rejeetdon  by  the  LegiBlature  of  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  Ashfleld  law,  aays :  —  "And  what  a  cloud  was  hereby 
brought  over  an  oppressed  people  I  On  the  side  of  the  oppressors  was 
power,  but  they  seemed  to  have  do  helper.  But,  behold  t  In  a  Boston 
paper  of  October  21,  (1771,)  it  was  declared  that  tiie  King  in  Council 
bad  disannulled  that  law.  What  a  surprise  did  this  occasion  I  How 
could  80  despicable  a  people  get  access  to  the  throne,  and  obtain  such 
an  act,  especially  in  so  short  a  time  I  " 

The  following  letter  was  originally  pubhshed  in  Staples's  Annals  of 
Providence.  It  affords  a  good  illustration  of  the  early  discipline  of  the 
College  under  the  care  and  management  of  its  first  President :  — 

Pkotidbiick,  Dec.  12, 1170. 

Sib  : — Tou  may  think  it  strange  that  I,  a  stranger  to  yon,  shonld  address  you  by  thia 
epistle;  bat  yoa  will  excuse  me  whenlgirethe  reason;  which  Is,  an  Information  that 
I  hftTe  received  that  one  Bcott,  a  youth  under  my  tuition,  some  time  ago  riding  through 
Bmithfield,  in  company  with  one  Dennis,  of  Newport,  rode  up  to,  and  In  a  most  auda- 
ciously wloked  manner,  broke  the  windows  of  the  Friends'  meetlug-honse  In  said  town, 
ot  which  meeting  I  understand  you  are  clerk.  Upon  the  first  hearing  of  this  scanda- 
loos  condnct,  I  etaaiged  him  with  the  fact,  which  he  confessed,  with  no  small  degree  of 
apparent  penitence;  whereupon  I  thought  good  to  inform  yon,  and  by  you  the  meeting, 
that  they  shall  have  ample  reparation  of  damages  and  such  other  satisfaction  as  tbey 
■hall  think  proper ;  being  ctetermined  to  punish  with  the  utmost  rigor  all  Buch  perverse 
yonth  as  may  be  intmsted  to  my  care,  as  I  hold  such  base  conduct  in  the  greatest  detes- 
tation. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  when  the  first  meeting  of  busineBs  is  held, 
that  I  may  send  him  Dp  to  appear  before  them,  and  make  not  only  reparation,  but  such 
ft  confession  before  the  meeting  as  shall  be  fully  satisfactory.  I  choose  to  mortify  him 
in  this  way,  and  should  be  very  glad  that  some  of  the  heads  of  the  meeting  would 
admonish  him  Isltbfnlly  and  show  blm  the  evil  of  such  doings.  If  this  would  be  agree- 
able to  them ;  but  I  speak  this,  not  to  direct  them  in  the  matter,  but  what  would  he 
agreeable  to  me.  When  this  Is  settled,  we  shall  discipline  him  with  the  highest  punlsh- 
22 
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ment  ire  InSict,  next  to  buiUIiiiieDt  (rom  tbe  aoolety,  and  with  tbat  U  he  does  not  com- 
ply with  the  above. 

The  youth  hai  been  bnt  few  monthi  nndei  mj  care,  U  a  child  of  a  reapectabla  tuaily 
In  Klogstan,  UaaBochnietta  Bay,  and  had  hU  school-leamliig  in  New  Haven.  I  am 
■orry  (or  hti  frieada,  and  that  It  happened  to  fall  to  my  lot  to  have  inch  a  thonghtleu, 
vlclont  pupil;  bat  I  am  determined  thla  shall  be  the  last  enormity,  one  excepted,  ot 
which  he  Rhall  be  gnllty  while  under  my  care.  I  hope  the  meeting  will  Inform  me  how 
he  compiles  with  these  Injnnctions,  if  they  think  proper  to  take  these  or  any  other 
methods.  Please,  by  the  first  opportunity,  favor  me  with  a  Una  In  answer  to  the  aboT* 
leqaests,  and  yon  will  do  a  favor  to 

Hr.  Thomas  Laph&m,  Jr.,  in  Smtthfleld. 

The  young  man,  Judge  StAplea  adds,  appeared  before  the  meeting, 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  President,  made  a  aoitahle  acknowl* 
edgment  of  what  he  had  done,  paid  the  damage  done  to  the  windows, 
received  some  wholesome  admonition  and  advice,  and  returned  to  hia 
College  duties,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a  better  man.  Whether  his  associate 
was  the  Dennis  who  wad  graduated  the  September  previous  to  this 
occurrence,  we  are  not  informed.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  not  a  youth 
over  whom  Manning  at  this  time  had  special  control. 

Manning  thus  writes  to  his  friend  Smith,  of  HaverhilL  As  we  have 
before  remarked,  he  uses  not  unfreqaently  the  term  Presbyteriaos  for 
Congregationalists.  This  perhaps  was  natural,  coming  as  he  did  ^m 
the  Jerseys.  Edwards  and  others  did  the  same.  The  two  denomina- 
tions are  far  more  distinct  at  the  present  day  than  they  were  a  century 
ago. 

NBwroKi,  May  1, 1771. 
DBA*  Snt: 

I  perceive,  by  an  application  made  to  a  n^hborlng  Baptist  ohnroh,  that  the  people 
in  Kiohmond,  In  Hampshire  Qovemment  (I  mean  the  Baptist  ohnroh  there),  are  In 
great  distress  on  account  ol  the  taxes  for  the  clergy;  and  so  are  the  Baptists  in  snndry 
other  towns  thereaboats.  The  charter  gave  a  farm  to  the  first  settled  minister  in  that 
town ;  and  Ur.  Balow,  the  Baptist  minister,  was  the  first,  though  a  Friend  speaker  was 
there  before  him.  Now  the  Friends  have  united  with  the  Presbyterians,  and  voted  the 
farm  tor  the  nse  of  the  town.  Upon  the  whole  they  seem  troubled  mnch,  and  some  are 
likely  to  be  totally  ruined  by  the  Presbyterians.    Now  U  yon  can  lend  any  aid  or  assist- 
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wooe,  70a  will  do  them  a  slngalar  favor ;  and  I  have  been  urged  to  write  to  70a,  Qutt,  U 
pOMlbls,  roQ  miKht  make  laterest  with  the  GoTemot,  or  some  of  the  great  men,  to 
redreae  theae  grievances.  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr,  Edwards,  dated  Haich,  which 
Infoima  me  that  he  has  a  law  of  New  Hampshire  which  obliges  the  Baptists  to  pay  their 
minlsteiB,  —  that  is,  Preshyterlsa  minlHtera,  —  and  he  Is  greatly  afraid  they  will  fall 
Into  the  snnre.  Pray  do  yonr  utmost  to  pievent  the  Baptists  trom  taking  the  benefit  of 
that  law ;  for  the  Presbyterians  will  trlnmph  in  that  case.  Mr.  Rogers,  the  bearer,  will 
give  yon  Information  of  my  affaire,  and  other  matters  In  these  parts ;  so  that  nothing 
remains  bnt  to  desire  yon  with  Mrs.  Smith  to  pay  ns  a  visit  soon,  to  whom  with  yonrseU 
I  give  my  sincere  love,  and  remain,  air, 

Tonr  very  loving  Irlend, 

Jaicbs  iSAXKOia. 

The  following  letter  was  the  commencement  of  a  correspondence 

with  the  Rev.  John  Ryland,  of  Northampton,  England,  a  graduate  of 

the  Bristol  Academy  nnder  the  care  of  the  celehrated  Bernard  Foskett, 

and  for  many  years  principal  of  a  flourishing  academy.     Mr.  Ryland 

was  a  distinguished  scholar  as  well  as  a  Baptist  preacher,  and  was  held 

in  high  esteem  hy  Dr.  Johnson  and  other  eminent  men  of  hia  time. 

He  published  "Contemplations  on  the  Beanties  of  Creation,"  in  three 

volumes  octavo,  "Essay  on  the  Advancement  of  Leamiog,"  and  various 

sermons  and  pamphlete.     He  died  in  1792. 

Pnovmnircn,  Jane  1,  ITTl. 
BKTnsBMD  Sn: 

By  the  Bev.  Morgan  Edwards,  last  year,  I  was  directed  to  draw  upon  yon,  the  Brat 
ot  Jnne,  for  five  galneae,  which  yon  proposed  to  contribute  annaally  to  the  support  of 
the  President  of  Bhode  Island  College  daring  life,  if  yonr  clrcomstanoes  wonid  admit 
of  It.  I  drew  accordingly  in  favor  ot  Messrs.  Joseph  and  William  Rnsseii,  merchants 
of  Providence ;  and,  according  to  my  Instructions,  have  done  the  Uke  this  year,  in  favor 
of  the  same  gentlemen. 

Tonr  teal  (01  the  welfare  of  this  yonng  Seminary,  discovered  in  this  as  well  as  many 
efher  instances,  has  gained  yon  the  high  esteem  of  all  the  tme  friends  of  the  College 
here;  bat  the  particular  favor  done  me  herein  has  laid  me  nnder  tha  strongeBt  obllga- 
tlona  of  gratitude,  of  which  I  hope  not  to  be  unmindfnl,  in  any  Instance,  when  In  my 
power  to  express  a  proper  sense  of  them ;  and  at  present  I  can  only  do  this  by  the 
strongest  expressions  of  thankfnlness,  and  fervent  prayer  to  God  that  he  would 
•bandantly  reward  yonr  benefloence  In  this  and  in  the  life  to  come. 
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I  waa  particularlr  obliged  In  youi  lavorlng  me  with  tho  p»turiu  at  tbt  Togular 
Greek  and  Latin  nouna  and  veibi,  etc.,  and  find  It  the  moct  easy  metliod  of  leading 
boys  into  a  general  (lotion  of  grammar  in  a  short  time.  The  College  in  this  place  con- 
■lata  of  twentj-tbree  yoQtha,  Are  of  whom  are  to  leave  na  in  the  fall ;  tkongh  we  hope 
to  liave  some  additions  at  that  time.  The  Institution  calls  for  the  vigorous  exerUons  of 
all  its  trtendi,  as  welt  on  account  of  the  smaltneas  ot  Its  funds  as  the  unreasonable 
opposition  made  against  it  by  Pedobaptiits ;  especially  the  New  England  Pteabyteriaua 
in  general,  who  express  the  greatest  bitterness  on  every  occasion.  The  part  I  have  bad 
to  act  In  the  matter  has  exposed  me  to  numberless  dlCSculties  hitberto ;  altbougfa  I  am 
cheerful  under  the  hopes  o(  its  rising,  at  some  futnre  period,  to  be  the  Joy  of  its  trlenda 
and  the  denomination,  as  well  as  the  mortiflcation  of  its  ungenerous  enemies.  The 
state  of  religion  in  Kew  England  is  at  a  ton  ebb  in  general,  except  In  a  ton  places, 
amongst  which  Mr.  Stlllman's  ot  Boston  Is  one,  where  there  have  been  lately  large 
additions  to  tbe  church.  Should  there  be  any  gentlemen  of  your  acquaintance  in  Eng- 
land on  whom  diplomas  might  be  well  bestowed,  we  should  always  be  glad  to  be 
advised  thereof,  and  confer  them  accordingly.  Forgive  this  unsolicited  scrawl,  and 
believe  that  it  bad  Its  birth  In  the  unfeigned  gratitude  and  real  friendship  of,  sir, 


To  this  letter  Mr.  Rylund  thus  repliea :  — 


Rbvibkmd  AMD  DxAit  BiK :  —  I  received  your  letter  In  due  course  by  the  post  from 
London,  and  took  care  to  pay  your  draft  on  me  for  £S  Ss.  whan  it  came  tor  payment, 
which  it  did  in  the  beginning  ot  December.  Where  It  lodged  all  that  time  after  yon 
drew  it,  I  know  not. 

Be  assured  that  I  have  the  interests  ot  your  College  deeply  at  my  heart ;  and  In  order 
to  serve  It  I  have  picked  out  the  enclosed  list  ot  scholars,  tor  whom  I  solicit  some  of 
your  academical  feathers,  to  the  end  that  we  may  attach  as  great  a  number  of  active 
and  learned  men  to  your  Seminary  as  we  can.  Who  knows  but  some  of  them  may  do 
you  more  service  in  the  long  ran  than  we  can  at  present  imagine  ?  I  am  determined  to 
send  over  some  names  every  year  as  long  as  I  live ;  but  be  assured  I  shall  not  recom- 
mend one  that  shall  be  a  dishonor  to  your  College,  if  I  know  it. 

Have  you  had  a  short  account  ot  the  ministers  and  ohurohes  of  the  Baptist  denom- 
ination in  England?  If  not  I  shall  take  care  to  send  it.  At  present  I  would  Just 
observe  that  we  have  about  two  hundred  and  fourteen  churches  and  ministers.  Abont 
twenty-fonr  ministers,  perhaps  twenty-six,  can  read  the  original  languages  in  wblcli 
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tbe  Bible  was  written.  Amongst  them  I  have  a  aaii>  (John),  nineteen  years  ot  age, 
who  wae  called  to  the  ministry  last  year.  He  read  his  Greek  Testament  into  English 
all  throngh  before  he  was  nine  years  old,  and  la  very  leady  at  Hebrew,  Latin,  and 
French.  Grace  called  him  at  lonrteen  years  ol  age.  I  baptized  him  when  he  was  about 
fifteen,  and  we  received  him  into  the  charch.  He  proves  a  good,  zealous  boy,  and  the 
people  of  God  love  to  hear  him  preach.  He  has  ventured  to  publish  a  volume  ot  poems 
on  experimental  religion,  the  whole  edition  ol  which,  Ave  hnndred,  has  gone  off  in  lesa 
than  a  year.  If  I  can  procure  a  copy,  I  will  send  you  one  for  your  public  library. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  a  stimulus  to  some  lazy  student  on  your  side  ot  the  water.  Ky 
opinion,  I  am  persuaded,  is  the  same  with  yonrs,  "  that  young  boys  and  students  need 
all  sorts  of  motives  to  keep  them  in  a  steady,  regular,  resolute  pursuit  ol  learning  and 
religion,"  end  for  this  purpose  academical  honors  were  wisely  instituted;  and 'tis  for 
this  reason  I  desire  for  my  brethren  in  the  ministry  who  desire  it  the  ho&ois  of  your 
College,  In  order  to  incite  others  to  the  same  diligence.  J  am  sorry  to  say  it,  but  'tis 
too  true,  that  above  one  hnndred  and  seventy  Baptist  ministers  In  England  have  been 
kept  Itom  reading  the  Hebrew  Bible  and  Greek  Testament  more  by  laziness  and 
cowardice  than  by  the  dllBonlty  o(  attaining  It.  I  want  to  rouse  these  sluggards  into 
diligence,  and  for  that  purpose  I  earnestly  beg  yonr  assistance. 

N.  B.  Out  of  ten  thousand  clergy,  ne  have  seventy  or  eighty  that  preach  the 
goapel.  The  Preabyterlana  are  almost  all  gone  off  to  Socinianism..  We  have  a  few  in 
London 'that  are  excellent  men;  namely,  Dr.  Langlord,  Dr.  Trotter,  Geo.  Stephens, 
A.  M.,  Ur.  Hunter,  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Spllsbuiy.  I  cannot  at  present  give  you  an  exact 
list  of  our  Independent  ministers  in  London  and  the  country,  bnt  shall  try  to  send  yon 
an  account.  Let  me  be  snre  to  hear  from  you  four  times  a  year ;  that  Is  to  say,  once 
every  quarter. 


1.     Or  TBB  ESTABLtSHID  CHDBCH  Or  B>IQt.lW1>. 

These  are  1.  Auodbtub  Moxtaqdi  Topiadv,  A.  B.,  Rectorot  Broad  Hemburg, 
most  excellent  Devon. 

men  ae  2.    Hxmkt  Fostbb  A.  B.,  Curate  to  the  Bev.  Hr.  Bomalne. 

scholara  3.  Jokh  Nbwtox,  Curate  of  Olney ;  a  man  of  uncommon  wisdom, 
and  divines.  and  a  fine  writer. 

>  Tliii  SOD,  the  Bav.  Dr.  John  Roland,  recelred  the  honorary  degree  of  A..  H.  at  tbe  Commenee- 
■sent  In  11TS.  He  ualsted  bis  father  In  tbe  nuiugemant  of  Us  schoal,  ami  eveotasll;  became 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Uhnrob  in  NcHthunpton.  In  ITO  he  beeame  President  of  tbs  Baptist  College 
at  IMstoL  For  upwards  of  thirty  years  bs  was  the  most  eminent  B^^ist  minister  in  the  weit  of 
Kntfknil.  He  dl«d  Ha;  30,  lg3B.  El*  tODeralsermoii,  preuhed  by  Bobert  EsU,  Is  refcarded  u  one 
at  the  eholoeat  ■peolmens  of  pulpit  eloquence  In  our  literature. 


,,Google 


174  BROWK  tnHTERSITT 

n.   InsEPEirDKFTa. 

1.  WlLLUM  POKTKB,  minllter  in  Camomile  Street. 

2.  JOHH  STJirroaxs,  Baocessoi  to  Dr.  Gniie. 

S.  JOHS  Pte,  miniHter  at  SheffleEd,  Toikshiie. 

t.  WiiiUAJi  Hkztai.1.,  ■nocewoT  to  Dr.  Doddridge,  wt  IfoTth&mptoii. 

5.  HoasB  QBiOBoa,  at  Bowell,  Northamptoiulilre. 

6.  JoBHuA  STiuainM,  at  Bedford.    Prekohea  In  John  Bnnyan's  pulpit. 
T.  ReT.  JuiH  Jnnmroa,  at  Islington,  near  London. 

S.    SAxnKi.  Wn-Tos,  at  Tooting,  in  Surrey. 


m.  FAKnoDi.An 
1.  BoBntT  DAT,  of  Wellington,  Someraetaliire. 
3.    JoHM  Browv,  of  Kettering,  Northamptonslilce. 

3.  John  Abb,  of  Perehore,  Worcesterelilre. 

4.  JoHK  PoTiiTiNa,  of  Worcester. 

5.  BxHJAiCK  Fcu.BR,  of  DevlEes,  Wiltshire.     (An  eld,  rich,  learned  man,  that  can 

leave  £100  to  the  college.) 

6.  Jomr  OncTOH,  of  Bawdon,  in  Torkehire.i 

The  "bitterness  of  the  New  England  PreabTterians  in  general" 
towards  the  College,  and  the  "  unreasonable  opposition  made  against 
it  by  Pedobaptists,"  to  which  Manning  in  his  letter  to  Ryland  here 
aUudes,  are  illustrated  in  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by  his  friend 
Morgan  Edwards,  which  is  published  in  our  concluding  chapter  on  the 
Charter.  The  writer  supposes  the  President  to  have  expected  the 
friendship  and  help  of  the  Congregationalists  bad  not  the  Baptists 
complained  of  oppressions  and  threatened  to  carry  their  complaints  to 
the  King.  He  adduces  fitcts  to  show  that  their  opposition  was  from  tiie 
beginning,  and  not  of  recent  origin.  Mr.  Edwards  has  been  accused 
of  undue  wannth,  but  the  reader  must  admit  Uiat  a  little  severity  of 
expression  was  justifiable  under  the  cireumstances.    These  ecclesiasti- 

1  Tbe  MTenteen  names  mentioned  in  tbc  KbOTS  lut  all  reeelTSd  the  honorar;  degree  of  A.  H.  St 
the  snnnal  CommeDcemeuc  of  the  College  Id  1773  and  in  1114.  <Bee  Trleaolat  Catalogne.)  It  dOM 
not,  homTBT,  appear  that  Mr.  Rjrland'e  good  irisbea  In  regard  to  the  benstlt  which  the  CoUage 
might  thereby  derlTa  were  ever  realized,  M  least  to  an;  ptai  extant.  The  unhappy  feeling  enjfsa- 
dered  by  the  War  of  the  Bevolnt  Ion  was,  probably,  the  oanae  of  thla  ^ipareat  n^lect  or  IndlRereoce. 
Hie  Cidlege,  moreoTcr,  was  doeed  from  1716  until  1782,  and  oarrespondence  betmen  tba  two 
ooontiies  eeaaed. 
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oal  oppressions  and  this  sectatian  bitterness  towards  the  College  were 
in  keeping  with  the  opposition  and  unfriendliness  experienced  by 
Roger  Williams  and  his  £ree  Colony  in  the  early  days.  It  is  pleasant 
to  note  that  all  this  has  now  passed  away; — if  recalled  to  remembrance 
throughout  the  pages  of  the  present  narrative,  it  is  only  in  the  spirit  of 
kindness,  "as  impressive  admonitions  to  the  fuller  exercise  of  that 
charity  which  beareth  all  thiags."  As  matters  of  history,  they  must 
of  necessity'  appear  conspicuous  in  any  faif^ful  account  of  Rhode  Island 
College,  or  of  Mis  life  and  tames  of  its  first  President. 

The  following  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stennett  gives  a  pleasing 
account  of  Manuing's  feelings  in  view  of  the  responsibility  of  his 
position  as  head  of  the  College  and  pastor  of  the  Church :  — 

PkovisKErcB,  June  8, 1771. 
Bbtbkutd  Ain>  Dbax  Sot: 

Your  most  agiaeable  favor  ol  Aug.  10th,  ITTO,  came  to  hand  tbe  19th  ot  Jmuuoj,  1771, 
after  our  ships  had  sailed  tor  London ;  and  consequentlj  I  have  had  no  opportunitj  of 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  It  before.  There  are  two  ships  from  this  town  whioh 
make  two  voyages  a  year  to  London,  besides  others  trom  the  Colony,  by  which  tettera 
will  have  a  safe  conveyance.  The  captains'  names  aie  Shand  and  QUbert.  I  mention 
this  ttiat  there  may  l>e  the  most  direct  conveyance. 

I  thank  yon  for  the  ezpreselons  ol  kindness  and  respect  in  your  letter,  and  am  as 
desirons  aa  before  to  keep  np  a  correspondence  as  often  as  opportunity  will  admit. 
Mr.  Oordon,  the  gentleman  by  whom  yoa  wrote,  has  never  called  on  me,  nor  can  I 
hear  any  direct  account  of  him  since  his  arrival  In  America.  Your  good  wtshes  to  the 
College  are  very  aoceptable,  and  we  doubt  not  your  readiness  to  contribute  all  in  yonr 
power  to  its  future  growth  and  increaae.  The  popnlarity,  naefnlnesa,  etc.,  of  our  flret 
aons.  Is  to  me  an  object  truly  desirable;  but  these  things  I  leave  to  the  wise  conduct 
of  the  supreme  Governor  of  the  Church.  One  of  tbe  youth,'  graduated  at  our  flnt 
Commencement,  who  is  thought  to  be  savingly  brought  home  by  grace,  has  Joined  Mt. 
Thurston's  church  in  Newport,  and  appears  eminently  pious.  As  soon  as  his  age  will 
admit,  for  he  is  quite  a  youth,  he  will  be  called  to  tbe  work  of  the  ministry,  with  hopes 
of  his  making  a  distinguished  figure  In  the  pulpit.  He  bears  the  greatest  resemblance 
to  Mr.  Hecekiah  Smith  of  any  penon  I  know,  and  I  hope  will  make  such  another  son 
tjt  thunder.    I  am  constrained  to  think  that  Providence  placed  me  at  the  head  of  tbe 
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College ;  bnt  for  irhat  end  I  caiiaol  divine,  I  hope  for  good ;  tor  my  bms  and  worldlr 
advAitage  it  could  not  certainly  be,  for  I  have  been  conattaliied  to  forego  tbeae,  and 
many  more  things  deeirable  In  life,  on  ttiia  account ;  and  In  the  discharge  of  my  office 
here  I  have  found  my  way  strewn  with  thorns  hitherto. 

Dr.  Llewelyn's  friendship  tor  the  College  is  highly  satisfactory  to  us.  He  has  it  In 
Ms  power,  and,  we  have  reason  to  )>elieve,  in  his  heart,  to  do  it  greataervice.  I  should 
highly  prize  a  correnpondence  with  a  gentleman  ol  hlB  merit,  were  a  door  properly  open 
for  it;  but  to  address  him  with  a  letter,  nntnvlted,  and  without  particuUr  cause  for  so 
doing,  might  be  deemed  too  great  forwardness  in  me.  I  therefore  choose  to  deter  it  at 
present.  We  were  sensibly  affected  at  the  news  ot  Ht.  Boltey's  death,  as  he  promised 
oaefnlnesB  to  the  public ;  hat  (Jcnl  can  raise  up  men  to  carry  on  his  own  cause,  in  an 
naexpected  way.  The  government  Is  upon  His  ehouldersj  therefore  we  ought  to 
te}oice.  But  nothing  gives  one  snch  satisfaction  as  the  account  yon  give  me  ot  the 
success  ot  the  Gospel  in  England.  I  firmly  believe  there  are  yet  glorious  days  for  the 
church  militant,  and  that  the  doctrine  ot  believer's  baptism  will  prevail  in  proportion 
to  the  prevalence  ol  the  religion  of  the  heart.  I  do  not  imagine  this  otUy  from  my  own 
sentiments  that  it  Is  an  important  and  glorlons  ordinance  ot  the  Lord  Jesus,  but  from 
tacts ;  for  I  have  observed  for  some  yeara  past  that  in  this  country  it  has  been  invaria- 
bly the  case  where  there  has  been  a  powerful  moving  of  the  Spirit  of  Qod  upon  the 
minds  otmen.  I  will  give  yon  a  recent  instance.  God  has  been  doing  wonders  in 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina  wllhin  these  few  years  past.  Thousands  have  been  hope- 
fully converted  to  Ood  in  these  two  provinces;  and  my  Brother  Oano,  who  travelled 
through  these  provinces  last  summer  and  tall,  informs  me  that  not  less  than  two  thoa- 
aand  have  been  baptized  bylmmerslon,  upon  profession  ol  their  faith.  And  It  has  been 
observed  there,  that  persons  were  no  sooner  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  ot  the 
Gospel  than  they  loUowed  the  example  of  their  Divine  Master  by  going  down  Into  the 
water;  and  that,  too,  where  the  name  of  Baptist  was  scarcely  known.  This  work,  I 
am  told,  still  contlnnes,  and  extends  five  hundred  miles  In  length  through  the  conntry. 
Tmly,  light  has  risen  to  those  who  were  in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death;  tor  when 
I  travelled  through  that  country  about  ten  years  ago,  I  thought  as  Abraham  did  ot 
Zoar,  that  the  tear  ot  0od  was  not  in  that  place.'  To  me  it  seemed  to  be  the  rendezvous 
ot  devils.  But  what  cannot  Ood  do?  This  indeed  is  all  my  consolation  when  I  view 
the  tmpromislng  appearance  ol  religion  in  many  places,— that  Ood  not  only  can,  but 
will  work,  and  none  shall  let  or  hinder  it. 


'  As  bss  alread;  been  ststad,  Uumlng  spent  the  jesr  nicceeding  his  gradiutlon  trSTelling 
through  the  colonies,  with  a  Tlew,  doabtleas,  of  sscertsinlni;  the  best  place  for  a  college,  and  on 
whom  he  eoold  retj  for  mpport.  In  going  to  8ontb  Cuoilna,  where  bli  friend  Hart  was  settled, 
he  would  of  course  psas  through  Tirginia,  u  he  here  states  In  bis  letter. 
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Th«Te  is  >  gradual  IncraaBB  ot  the  -work  of  leligion  in  modry  plac«a  In  New 
England.  Ut.  Smith,  I  am  told,  is  Btlll  msrvellaaaly  owned  In  taia  Ikbora,  and  that  he 
WM  lately  c*Ued  to  administer  haptiam  to  numbers  at  a  distance  from  where  hs 
reaides,  and  to  constitute  two  or  three  Bapttst  churches.  I  can  say  bnt  little  of  my  succeaa 
la  tb«  Tineyord  of  the  Iiord,  although  I  hope  there  are  some  piomlsing  appearances  of 
eotiTlctton  amongst  as.  Tlie  last  Lord's  Day  there  appeared  an  nnnanal  solemnity  In 
the  aesemhly,  and  I  trust  God  enabled  me,  though  a  worm,  to  apeak  vlth  some  hapi^ 
degree  of  zeal  and  earnestness  In  warning  souls  of  their  danger;  and  It  flowing  eyes 
may  be  thought  a  presage  of  the  return  of  wanderers  to  God,  I  am  not  without  hope  ot 
some  seals  ot  my  ministry.  But  alas  my  unprofltableneKsl  —  my  nnworthlness  to  be 
employed  io  to  sacred  a  work  [  If  erer  one  soul  Is  converted  by  my  instrumentality,  It 
will  clearly  appear  that  the  excellency  ol  the  power  U  all  of  God. 

But  I  cease  to  trouble  yon  with  my  ofiprofltable  complaints,  and  proceed  to  give 
you  some  short  account  of  the  dispute  between  Baptists  and  Presbyterians  in  tbe 
provinces  of  Uassachusetts  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  and  Connecticut ;  In  the  latter  ot 
of  which,  I  am  told,  soma  ot  our  brethren  are  now  In  jail  lor  ministerial  rates,  and  In 
the  other  two  many  are  forcibly  despoiled  of  their  property  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
Presbyterians,  I  believe,  are  determined,  when  they  have  the  power,  to  use  it  against 
us  to  prevent  oar  growth ;  tor  no  effectual  remedy  can  yet  be  obtained,  though  It  has 
been  carefully  and  Industriously  sought.  They  are  afraid,  It  they  relax  the  secular  arm, 
their  tenets  have  not  merit  enough  and  a  sufficient  foundation  to  stand.  This  haa 
been  so  plainly  hinted  by  some  ot  the  committees  of  the  General  Court,  upon  treating 
with  onr  people,  that  I  think  it  cannot  bo  deemed  a  breach  of  charity  to  think  thus  of 
them.  However,  I  will  not  pretend  to  Justify  everything  which  has  been  said  and 
done  by  Baptists  during  this  controversy.  I  fear  there  has  been  too  great  warmth  in 
some  publications ;  yet  It  is  ceitoln  that  there  has  been  great  provocation  to  write  and 
speak  some  bitter  things.  Honever,  I  am  far  from  believing  that  the  cause  ot  God 
requires  acrimony  in  defending  it,  especially  as  the  great  Example  of  his  people 
"  reviled  not  again  when  he  was  reviled."  Upon  the  whole.  It  Is  very  uncertain  what 
will  be  the  Issue  ot  the  matter,  whether  we  must  address  the  throne  ot  onr  sovereign 
tor  relief,  or  not.  The  contention  has  been  improved  as  an  argument  against  sending 
•choIaiB  from  that  denomination  to  onr  College,  How  long  this  will  continue  I  know 
not;  but  at  present  the  clergy  use  all  their  endeavors  to  this  purpose. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  there  are  three  Baptists  in  the  trust  of  Dr.  Moore's  fund,  who 
will  see  that  the  money  is  appropriated  according  to  the  original  proposal ;  tor  our 
brethren  of  that  denomination  need  good  looking  otter  In  these  matters.  It  we  may 
Judge  from  what  has  happened  before. 

I  enppose  you  have  heard  that  Dr.  Wheelock  has  obtained  a  charter  for  a  college  In 
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the  province  ol  Kew  Hampshlro,  sad  about  twenty  tboosand  mciea  of  laad  as  an  andow- 
mmt  from  the  GoTemor,  and  i>thei  gentlemen  who  are  largely  concerned  in  lands 
there.  He  has  begun  hli  bnsinesB,  and  oBriied  It  forward  with  great  rapidity,  in 
ahort,  from  whkt  I  can  gather,  It  Is  to  be  a  grand  Presbyterian  collage,  instead  of  a 
school  lor  the  poor  Indians.  There  were  but  two  Indians  there  at  school  last  fall,  and 
they  were  Narragansetts  from  this  Colony,  brought  up  like  us.  Uoreover,  it  is  more 
than  a  hundred  miles  distant  from  any  nnmber  of  Indiana.  I  have  conversed  with 
two  Intelligent  gentlemen  from  that  part  of  the  conntry,  and,  from  whkt  I  can  gather, 
the  money  raised  In  England  by  Whltaker  and  Oakam  will  be  as  greatly  prostltnted  as 
ever  the  fnnd  for  prop^atlng  the  Gospel  In  foreign  parts  has  been  by  another  denom- 
Ination  of  Christians. 

Aji  to  political  matters,  all  is  peace  and  quietness  with  na,  though  we  hear  ttutt  the 
dty  of  London  and  the  Bouse  of  Commons  have  proceeded  to  great  lengths  in  oppos- 
ing one  another,  and  that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Alderman  Oliver  are  committed  to  the 
Tower.  We  are  anxiona  for  the  result  of  this  procedure ;  but  hope  that  Ood  will  order 
all  matters  for  the  best,  and  bring  gooA  out  of  evil. 

We  now  proceed  slowly  with  the  College,  as  oar  snccors  from  abroad  fall.  I  hope 
we  may  have  some  more  aaslstanee  bom  Great  Britain  as  soon  as  may  be. 

If  yonr  patience  la  not  quite  gone,  permit  me  to  request  the  favor  of  a  letter  by  our 
veasela  this  summer.  In  which  yon  need  not  fear  trespassing  npon  my  patience,  tbough 
I  have  reason  to  tear  I  have  upon  yours,  and  therefore  subscribe,  what  I  am  In  truth, 
dear  alt, 

Toar  very  affectionate  friend  and  brother  In  the  Lord, 

Jams*  HAinmra. 

The  reader  who  lias  followed  the  narTative  thm  far,  will  readily  see 
that  Manning,  ta  Preaident  of  the  infant  College,  had  been  exposed, 
as  he  states  in  his  previous  letter  to  Ryland,  "  to  numberless  difficulties 
hitherto";  and  that  it  waa  not  for  his  "ease  and  worldlj advantage" 
that  " FroTidenoe  h&d  placed  him  at  the  head."  He  had  "been  con- 
strained," as  he  here  writes  to  Stennett,  *'to  forego  these,  and  many 
more  things  desirable  in  life,  on  this  account ;  and  in  the  dischaige  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  he  had  found  his  way  strewn  with  thorns  hith- 
erto." The  obtaining  of  the  charter  in  the  oatset  was  a  stru^le 
against  determined  opposition  ;  the  settlement  of  the  Texed  question  of 
final  location  caused  bitterness  of  feeling  and  alienation  on  t^e  part  of 
some  who  should  have  been  his  friends,  which  alienation  was  contiQued 
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during  tiis  lifetinie  ;  the  church  in  Warren  never  fuU;  forgave  him  for 
leaving  it  to  go  with  the  College  to  Providence  ;  hia  relations  with  the 
church  in  Providence,  aa  we  shall  see  in  our  next  chapter,  caused  La  the 
outset  a  division,  and  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  new  Six  Principle 
church  in  Johnston;  and  the  College  itself  was  persistently  and  bitterly 
opposed  by  the  "Standing  Order"  in  tie  adjoining  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut.  Moreover,  his  salary  from  the  Latin  school 
the  College  and  the  church  combined,  was  me^^  and  insufficieat  for 
a  generous  support.  Yet  he  faltered  not  in  bis  work,  and  persevered 
bravely  to  tilie  end. 

The  third  Commencement  of  the  College,  and  the  second  held  in 
Providence,  occurred  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  4,  1771.  Among  the  Fel- 
lows present  were  Smith  from  Haverhill,  Stillman  &om  Boston,  and 
Edwards  from  Philadelphia.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Edwards, 
accompanied  1^  Moses  Brown,  visited  the  elderly  people  of  the  town, 
and  obtained  information  respecting  Koger  Williams  and  the  Baptist 
Church,  which  he  has  embodied  in  his  "  Materials."  Mr.  Smith  came, 
as  was  his  usual  custom,  in  his  pbaise,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  to 
whom  he  had  been  recently  married.  The  following  from  his  diary 
may  be  of  interest  in  connection  with  this  Commencement  week ;  — 

Wed.,  Aug.  28,  ITTl.  Went  to  Nicholaa  Brown's  In  Providence.  Lodged  two  nights 
theie.  Fri.,  30.  Went  to  Job  Bennet'a  In  Newport,  where  we  stayed  till  Monday. 
B*t.,31.  Prekchedfor  Mt.  Mtuison  from  John  18;36,and  in  the  evening  bom  John 
IS:  11  in  Mr.  Thnreton's  meeting-house.  Sab.,  Sept.  1.  Preached  for  Mr.  Thnrston 
from  Isa.  44:22.  Hon.,  2.  Went  to  Warren  and  preached  that  evening  in  Hi.  Thomp- 
•on'e  pulpit,  from  3  Cor.  5:19.  Tnes.,3,  Went  to  Nicholas  Brown's  in  Providence. 
Wed.,  4.  Attended  Commencement.  Thnra.,  S.  Het  with  the  Corpoiation.  Preached 
In  the  evening,  from  Bom.  3 :  25.  Fri.,  6,  Sat.,  T.  At  Providence.  Sab.,  B.  Preached 
In  the  forenoon  at  Mi.  Snow's  meeting-house,  from  2  Cor.  S :  19,  and  in  the  afternoon  at 
Mr.  MauniDg's  meetlng-honie,  from  Fa.  19: 14,    Hon.,  Sept.  9.    Set  out  for  Sutton. 

At  this  Commencement  sis  young  men  took  their  Bachelor's  degree. 
Thomas  Arnold,  who  beads  the  list,  became  a  distinguished  lawyer  of 
Providence  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  was  also  a 
Fellow  of  tiie  College,  and  Secretary  of  the  Corporation.    Thomas 
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Ustick  became  a  promiiient  teacher  and  preacher,  being  for  twenty 
years  pastor  of  the  Fiist  Baptiat  Church  in  Philadelphia.  Samuel 
Ward,  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  served  with  distinction  in  tJie 
Revolutionary  War  as  Major  in  the  Firat  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  and 
afterwards  as  Lieutenant-Colonel.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled 
in  New  York,  and  became  a  prosperous  merchant.  From  1790  to  1800 
he  was  a  Trustee  of  the  College. 

From  the  account  of  this  Commencement  in  the  Providence  Gazette, 
we  present  an  abstract  from  the  President's  address :  — 

A  concise,  pertiDent  charge  was  then  delivered  to  the  gradnatM  by  the  Prealdent,  la 
which,  besldeB  many  useful  instructions  and  cautionB,  he  Temorked  that  Ibis  Institii- 
tlon,  though  liberal  and  catholic  in  its  foundation  and  government,  detplaing  the 
contracted  views  of  a  party,  aiming  at  the  good  of  mankind  tn  general,  and  alwaya 
studious  to  maintain  a  good  agreement  and  harmony  with  others  of  the  like  nature, 
hod  not  been  so  happy  aa  to  pass  altogether  without  censure ;  and  that  not  only  from 
the  ignorant  and  pedantic,  bat  even  from  some  of  those  whose  frienahlp  it  has  sought, 
and  would  highly  esteem,  could  it  consistently  be  obtained.  He  concluded  by  request- 
ing their  friendship  and  kind  offlces  to  that  Seminary  of  learning  in  which  they  had 
received  their  education ;  and  vrlth  great  energy  exhorted  them  that  if  Ibey  could  not, 
by  their  Joint  teHtlmony  of  the  generoas,  tree,  and  impartial  manner  in  which  tbey  had 
been  treated  In  the  coune  of  their  studies,  silence  the  unreoaonahle  clamors  of  fgno- 
rance  and  enmity,  to  give  the  world  the  same  kind  of  proof  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
InstltQtiou  which  some  of  its  first  sons  now  do,  who  Oil  public  stations  with  honor  to 
themselves  and  advantage  lo  mankind. 

One  of  the  "first  sons"  to  whom  Manning  here  alludes  ^vas  the 
valedictorian,  Thompson,  who  was  now  preaching  in  Warren  as  his 
successor  in  the  ministry.  Vamum,  who  had  been  teaching  in  East 
Greenwich,  was  now  practising  bis  profession  as  a  lawyer.  Stites  was 
a  lawyer  in  New  Jersey,  Williams  was  teaching  in  Warren,  and  Rogers 
was  teaching  and  preaching  in  Newport.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
President  in  a  puUic  baccalaureate  address,  speaks  of  the  College  as 
"  liberal  and  caUiolic,  aiming  at  the  good  of  mankind  in  general,"  and 
appeals  to  the  graduatii^  class  to  silence  if  possible  the  "unreasonable 
clamors  of  ignorance  and  enmity,"  and  to  testify  to  "  the  generous, 
free  and  impartial  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated." 
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The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Thomas  Llewelyn,  LL.D.,  presents 
.an  idea  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  College,  and  especially  of 
the  Library,  at  this  time.  It  afEordfl  an  illustration  of  the  author's  skill 
in  urging  the  claims  of  the  Institution  over  which  he  presided,  upon 
the  attention  of  strangers  of  reputed  benevolence  and  wealth.  Mr. 
Llewelyn  was  a  distinguished  Cambro-BritiBh  scholar  of  London.  Ha 
published,  in  1768,  a  History  of  the  Welsh  Versions  of  the  Bible,  and,  in 
the  following  year,  "  Historical  and  Critical  Remarks  on  the  British 
Tongue."  He  died  on  the  7th  of  August,  1783,  bequeathing  to  the 
Bristol  Academy,  where  he  pursued  his  early  studies,  his  large  and 
valuable  library.*  Dr.  Gibbons  was  accustomed,  says  Kippon,  to  speak 
of  him  "  as  the  first  scholar  among  the  Protestant  Dissenters." 

Pbotisbhcx,  Feb.  21, 1TT2. 
DkakSib: 

X  am  emboldened  to  addresa  yon,  botb  from  the  lecommendation  of  Dr.  Stennett  to 
do  so,  and  tiom  my  knoirledge  of  your  frieodshlp  to  the  College  In  this  town,  of  which 
you  would  donbtleoi  be  glad  to  know  the  state. 

The  College  edISce  la  erected  on  a  moat  beautiful  eminence,  Id  the  nelgboihood  of 
Providence,  commanding  a  moat  charming  and  variegated  prospect ;  a  large,  neat  brick 
bnilding,  and  so  far  completed  aa  to  receive  the  students,  who  now  reside  there,  the 
nnmbei  of  whom  la  twenty-two.  We  have  the  prospect  of  further  additions ;  yet  our 
numbers  will  probably  be  amail  until  we  are  better  furniahed  with  a  library  and  philo- 
sophical apparatus.  At  present  we  have  but  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  volumes,  and 
these  not  well  chosen,  being  such  as  our  friends  could  best  spare.  Our  apparatus 
consists  of  a  ptUr  of  globes,  two  microscopes,  and  an  electrical  machine ;  to  this  we  are 
deslrona  of  making  the  addition  of  an  air  pump,  it  one  respectable  can  be  pncohaaed  for 
£22 Ids.  sterling!  a  sum  which  two  young  men  informed  me  they  intended  to  give 
towards  an  apparatus  or  the  Library.  If,  tberetore,  it  would  not  be  too  much  trouble  to 
Inform  me  whether  or  not  that  sum  Is  sufHcient,  I  shall  recelTSit  asapartlonlatlavot; 
for  If  not,  we  shall  appropriate  it  to  some  other  use. 

Our  whole  Collegetundconslstsof  about  £900  sterling,  being  the  whole  sum  collected 

■In  tbeaeeondToluineof  Rlppon's  Baptist  Anunal  KegUter,  is  a  hlstorj  of  tbe  Bristol  Aouieniy. 
to  wblcti  Is  appmiled  ■  capj  of  the  table  of  beoefacton  In  tlie  Muaeam  belonging  to  tbe  Bristol 
EdDcslloB  Boslety.  Under  date  ITM,  w«  find  the  foUawIng:— "Thomas  Uewdyn,  Esq..  LL.D., 
Londoa  (a  legacy},  consisting  of  hla  library,  which  cost  more  tban  tXfiM  "  sterling. 
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■broad ;  toi  no  money  collected  without  the  colonioB  la  mad«  uie  at  in  ths  building,  bnt 
Bolelj  applied  In  endowing  it,  with  the  Btilctest  regaid  to  the  donon'  intent.  The 
Interest  of  tblB  enm  is  qnite  insafflcientto  proTlde  for  tuition,  as  two  of  na  are  now 
employed,  and  we  stand  In  need  ot  further  help.  Hay  we  not  expect  some  tDTthec 
aaslBtancp  from  our  fitenda  In  England?  Or  must  we  conclude  that  the  BapUats  only 
ate  inattentive  to  their  own  cause,  wMle  seminaries  of  other  denominations  have  the 
highest  reason  to  extol  their  generosity  ?  Or  is  It  because  we  use  less  Industry  to  promote 
our  common  cause  than  others?  II  so,  what  might  another  personal  application  to 
England  do  on  this  head,  could  we  And  a  person  among  ns,  ot  public  spirit,  who  could 
forego  the  morClflcstion  of  a  beggar,  etc.?  Mr.  Edwards  happened  in  England  at  a 
moat  unfavorable  Juncture,  or  we  shoald  have  expected  tar  better  success.  If  you 
imagine  anything  considerable  con  be  done,  we  absU  strive  hard  to  obttin  some  person 
for  this  purpose ;  if  not,  permit  me  to  solicit  your  interest,  where  you  may  be  able  to 
■erve  the  cause.  We  have  had  the  earliest  proofs  ot  your  regard  for  the  infant  College, 
and  retain  a  grateful  aense  of  your  anaought  tavora. 

I  shall  take  pleoaure  in  communicating  any  intelligence  in  my  power,  wheneTer  you 
please  to  lay  your  commands.  My  preaent  situation  Is  such  as  will  furnish  me  with  a 
general  acqaalntance  with  the  state  of  the  Baptiat  society  in  America,  especially  as  I 
have  travelled  throngh  the  greater  part,  and  hold  correspondence  with  some  in  almost 
all  the  provinces. 

The  ship  by  which  this  comes  la  bound  directly  back  to  Providence;  and  being 
owned  by  a  zealous  friend  ot  the  College,  any  booka,  or  other  things,  ahonld  there  be 
anything  to  aend  trom  any  ot  our  friends,  would  not  only  oome  directly,  but  free  from 
the  expense  which  might  otherwise  attend  them. 

The  jealous  eye  with  which  other  denominations  ot  Christiana  behold  thia  Infant 
Seminary,  leaves  us  without  hope  of  any  assistance  from  any  but  Baptists;'  and  I  think 
It  we  could  but  unite,  and  the  whole  body  lend  a  helping  hand,  we  should  be  able,  with- 
out great  difficulty,  Co  rear  the  tender  plant  tea  degree  ot  maturity  which  might  greatly 
snbflerve  the  cause  of  religion,  especially  in  our  society. 

Craving  your  indulgence  lor  giving  you  this  interruption,  and  aincerely  wiahlng  yon 
every  felicity  in  this  and  a  future  world,  I  remain,  dear  air. 

Tour  unworthy  brother  and  aervant  in  the  gospel. 

Jambs  Muisma. 

'The  cudtd  reader  of  alllilatorieiof  the  times  in  wblch  Hanning  lived,  as  well  as  the  pages  of 
Bscinu,  the  dluyaod  letters  of  Heieklsh  Smith,  and  the  minntes  ol  the  Varten  AMOCiatlon,  will 
rewllly  Me  wh;  even  so  liberst  an  loitltutlon  sa  the  College,  ivas  looked  upon  genenOly  with 
disfavor  by  those  vho  were  outside  of  the  Baptist  denominMloo. 
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The  following  letter  from  Nicholas  Brown  to  Hezekiah  Smith  will 
be  read  with  interest,  not  only  because  of  the  expression  of  his  views 
and  feelings  in  regard  to  his  own  religions  state,  but  beoause  of  his 
allusion  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemies  of  the  College  to  prevent  students 
from  entering  it.     The  letter  is  preserved  among  the  Smith  papers :  — 

Pbotidkhcb,  March  3D,  1TT2. 

ThlB  in*;  Mrre  to  acqnalDt  yon  and  Hn.  Bmltli  that  ve  haT«  not  forgotMn  you. 
We  havA  receWod  none  of  tout  bvors  since  2Stb  Septembei,  by  Mr.  Manning ;  yet  we 
bATS  no  exonae  lor  not  writing  to  you  before,  except  that  of  not  having  any  partlonlaM 
worthy  yoni  notice.  Hr.  Blnney.'  a  worthy,  humble,  and  meek  yonng  Christian, 
faaring  been  the  evening  with  uh,  I  engaged  to  forward  these  to  you  from  Boston,  aa  he 
is  now  going  home  the  enenlng  vacation.  Hla  oonvereatlon  upon  Christianity  la 
really  entertaining,  and  we  sincerely  wlah,  while  we  can  s^  that  we  take  knowledge 
ot  bim  that  he  has  "  been  with  Jesus,"  that  the  same  might  be  said  of  ourselves.  Thia 
knowledge  we  are  atill  waiting  for.  I  hope,  In  the  day  of  God'a  power,  it  will  be  made 
manlteat  In  ua ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  requesting  yonr  fervent  prayers  that 
God  will  remove  from  ns  the  veil  ot  Ignorance  and  nnbellef,  and  that  Christ  In  his 
fulness  may  be  savingly  applied  to  our  aoula  through  talth,  which  we  believe  to  be  the 
gift  of  God,  as  aaith  the  Soriptnres.  It  la  a  very  dnll  tipie  In  religion  here,  though  we 
have  to  rejoice  that  God  has  not  left  hlmaeU  wholly  without  a  witness.  We  are 
Informed  that  In  Swansea,  among  the  Baptists  In  Messrs.  Mason's  and  Martin's  soci- 
eties, upwards  of  forty  have  been  baptized  since  January  came  In.  Some  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  Baptist  churches  in  Newport.  We  have  heard  from  Fhlladel' 
phla  that  Bogeis  wae  mnob  liked  tbere,  and  that  hie  preaching  has  been  blessed.  Mr. 
Edwards  has  gone  to  Carolina.  I  hope  be  may  be  able  to  promote  the  eoUeetlon  ot 
yonr  subscriptions  got  there,  as  they  are  much  needed.  There  la  nothing  new  here 
about  the  College.  The  lower  rooms  have  been  finished,  ao  that  the  scholars  have 
lived  in  them  this  winter.  The  enemies  to  the  Inatitntion  are  doing  wbat  mischief 
they  can,  by  discouraging  saholais  from  coming  here,  which  fact  ought  to  stir  np 
every  friend  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost.  Shonid  be  glad  to  hear  of  some  hoya 
coming  here  from  yout  qnarter.  Mr.  President  Is  well,  bnt  hla  wife  Is  poorly,  with 
her  old  complaints.  Pray  let  ns  hear  of  yonr  wellare  by  every  opportunity. 
Tonr  most  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

Nicholas  Bnowir. 

I  Banubaa  Blnaey,  wbe  graduated  la  iTTt. 
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And  now  occurred  an  event  known  in  history  as  the  affair  of  the 
0-atpee,  which,  from  its  boldness  and  the  high  character  of  its  actors, — 
including  the  leader,  John  Brown,  who  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the 
College  edifice  and  superintended  the  building,  — attracted  wide  atten- 
tion. As  a  part  of  the  history  of  Manning  and  the  College,  ws  have 
compiled  from  Staples,  Lossing,  Arnold,  and  other  writers,  the  follow- 
ing brief  account.  To  the  late  Hon.  John  Brown  Francis,  grandson 
of  the  principal  actor,  we  are  indebted  for  some  particulars  of  this 
memorable  transaction  not  found  in  the  published  narratives. 

In  March,  1772,  the  Oa«pee,  a  British  armed  schooner,  first  appeared 
in  the  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay,  having  been  dispatched  hither  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Boston  to  prevent  infractions  of  the 
revenue  laws.  Her  appearance  disquieted  the  people,  and  her  inter- 
ference with  the  free  navigation  of  the  Bay  irritated  them.  Thereupon 
a  spirited  correspondence  ensued,  between  Deputy  Governor  Sessions 
and  Governor  Wanton  on  the  one  hand,  and  Lieutenant  Duddingston 
and  Admiral  Montague  on  the  other.  On  the  9th  of  June,  1772,  Cap- 
tain Lindsey  left  Newport  for  Providence  in  his  packet,  the  Sannak. 
The  Cfaspee  as  usual  gave  chase,  but  ran  ^^und  on  Namquit,  since 
called  Gaspee  Point,  below  Pawtuxet;  Uie  Hannah  escaped,  arriving 
safely  at  Providence  about  sunset.  (Captain  Lindsey  at  once  com- 
municated the  fact  of  the  grounding  of  the  Gatpee  to  Mr.  Brown,  who 
thought  this  a  good  opportunity  to  put  an  end  to  the  vexations  caused 
by  her  presence.  He  immediately  ordered  the  preparation  of  eight  of 
the  largest  long-boata  in  the  harbor,  to  be  placed  under  the  general 
command  of  Capt.  Abraham  Whipple,  afterwards  commodore,  who  was 
one  of  his  most  trusty  shipmasters.  Information pf  the  enemy's  situation 
was  proclaimed  by  beat  of  drum ;  and  a  man  named  Daniel  Pearce 
passing  along  Main  Street  invited  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  were  willing 
to  eng^^  in  a  perilous  enterprise  for  the  destruction  of  tiie  0-atpee,  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  James  Sabin,  lately  the  residence  of  Richard  J. 
Arnold,  Esq.  The  boats  left  Providence  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock,  filled  with  sixty-four  well-armed  men,  and  between  one  and 
two  in  the   morning    they   reached    the    Goipee.      Two   shots    were 
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exchanged,  one  of  which  wounded  Lieutenant  Dudi^ngstoD  in  the 
groin.  This  was  the  fiist  British  blood  shed  in  the  Wai-  of  Inde- 
pendence. The  schooner  was  now  boarded  without  much  opposition, 
and  the  crew  and  officers  were  compelled  to  leave  with  their  effecta, 
when  it  was  set  on  fire  and  blown  up.  Mr.  Brown  was  the  last  man 
to  leave  the  deck,  being  detemmied  that  no  one  should  cariy  from  the 
vessel  anything  which  might  lead  to  the  identification  and  detection 
of  the  parties.  By  so  doing  he  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  &lling  timbers  and  spare. 

When  the  news  of  this  daring  feat  reached  England,  the  King's 
proclamation  was  issued,  offering  a  reward  of  one  thousand  pounds 
sterling  for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  two  leaders  of  the  affair, 
and  five  hundred  pounds  each  for  any  other  of  the  offenders,  with  a 
free  pardon,  in  addition,  to  any  one  concerned,  except  the  two  chiefe, 
who  would  implicate  the  rest.  A  commission  of  inquiry,  under  the 
great  seal  of  England,  was  established,  which  sat  from  the  4th  until 
tiie  22d  of  January,  1773.  It  then  adjourned  until  the  26th  of  May, 
when  it  assembled  and  sat  until  the  23d  of  June.  But  not  a  solitary 
clew  to  the  identity  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed  could  be  obtained, 
Dotwithstauding  they  were  well  known  to  the  people.  The  price  of 
treachery  on  the  part  of  any  accomplice  would  have  been  exile  from 
home  and  country;  and  the  proffered  reward  was  not  adequate  to  such 
a  sacrifice.  Moreover,  those  whose  weak  moral  principles  or  strong 
acquisitiveness  might  have  tempted  them  into  a  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  ihe  proclamation,  were  bribed,  it  is  said,  to  silence,  by  Mr. 
Brown  and  some  of  his  associates.  The  principal  actois,  besides  Mr. 
Brown,  were  Capt.  Abraham  Whipple,  John  B.  Hopkins,  Beujamin 
Dunn,  Doct.  John  Mawney,  Benjamin  Page,  Joseph  Bucklin,  Turpin 
Smith,  Ephraim  Bowen,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Tillinghast  Mr.  Brown, 
says  Governor  Francis,  afterwards  deeply  regretted  this  affair,  so  fool- 
hardy in  itself,  and  resulting  in  so  much  needless  apprebeneion  to  him- 
eelf  and  femily.  For  a  long  time  he  was  accustomed  to  sleep  away 
from  home,  lest  he  should  be  arrested  during  the  night.  The  first 
booming  of  the  guns  at  Lexington  and  Concord  filled  his  mind  with 
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gladness.  He  was  a  stranger  himself  to  fear,  but  he  rejoiced  when  the 
anxieties  and  fears  of  others  were  merged  in  the  open  contest  now 
commeDced.  History  has  given  to  the  leader  in  this  Rhode  Island 
enterphae  the  fame  which  he  so  richly  deserves. 

Notwithstanding  these  disturbances,  the  President  oontinaed  his  cot> 
Tespondence  with  his  English  brethren,  and  addressed  the  followii^f 
letter  to  his  friend  Ryland.  He  had  reason  to  know,  as  Bubaequent 
events  proved,  that  among  the  Dissenters  in  England  the  Baptists 
especially  were  friendly  to  America,  and  heartily  sympathized  with  the 
Americans  in  their  seven  years'  contest  with  British  power.  This  we 
shall  see  later  on. 

To  IBS  Bbv.  Jobh  Rtlutd. 

Pbotidekci,  Hay  19,  1TT2. 
SxTSKKia)  Ain>  Dbab  Bm : 

OutbeDthult.  I  ieo«iY«d  jour  letur,  •«  I  Jadyed  from  the  contents,  for  it  had 
neither  yoni  name  nor  Auy  dale  to  it.  The  oontenta  gave  me  veiy  great  pleuaia  on 
Tariona  acconnts,  —  aa  atsBtimon;  of  your  regard  for  me,  the  College,  and  the  cauae 
of  TeligiOD  In  general,  and  especially  for  the  zeal  yon  discover  in  promoting  the 
Baptist  interests.  The  list  of  names  you  sent  me  shall  be  l^d  belore  the  Faculty  next 
September,  and  without  donbt  they  will  receive  the  honors  of  the  College.  We  shall 
also  be  obliged  to  you  for  yonr  proposed  f&vor  of  sending  ns  some  names  every  year, 
and  SQch,  too,  ss  are  worthy  of  honor.  I  saw  a  paragraph  in  a  letter  to  Ber.  Isaac 
Baclcus,  from  Rev.  Benjamin  Wallin,  of  London,  in  which  he  intimated  we  bad  con- 
ferred degrees  on  some  on  your  side  of  the  water  who  would  not  do  us  honor.  I  shall 
therefore  rely  on  yon  to  pay  porticnUr  regard  to  the  literary  qnaliflcatlona  of  those 
whom  yon  recommend,  in  order  that  onr  enemies  may  not  have  It  in  their  power  to 
reproach  na  on  this  head.  I  thank  yon  tor  the  hint  ^ven  me  eoneeming  the  number 
of  oar  ministers  and  churches  In  Britain,  and  yonr  ofEer  (tf  sending  me  a  short  account 
of  them,  which  I  have  not  seen.  If  there  shonld  be  more  than  one  on  hand,  it  would 
gratify  some  of  our  friends  If  I  conld  supply  them.  The  pceaent  of  the  volume  of 
poems  will  be  very  acceptable.  Please  to  give  my  cordial  love  to  the  anthor,  of  whom 
I  shall  be  mindful  amongst  others  who  deserve  the  honors  of  the  College.  I  hope  you 
will  be  happy  in  seeing  him  not  only  a  taithfnl  but  succeselal  laborer  in  Christ's  vine- 
yard. You  may  assure  yourself  that  I  will  contribute  all  in  my  power  to  assist  In 
"  rousing  the  sluggards,"  etc.  If  the  Freabyterlans  have  let  go  the  faltb,  I  hope  It  la 
to  promote  the  primitive  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  under  the  direction  of  a  wise 
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ProTldeDce.  I  think  thla  liu  been  and  now  is  th«  cue  la  New  England;  tot  mtiaj 
.of  the  good  people  are  following  Christ  Into  the  wkter,  who  before  qaiet»d  their 
conBciencee  b?  the  example  of  the  tathere  now  with  Ood ;  bat  the;  cannot  And  the  same 
reaaon  when  they  view  the  clergy  of  the  present  age.  In  short,  If  7011  hear  of  a  work 
of  God's  Spirit  among  the  PreBbyterians  of  New  England,  70a  will  soon  hoar  that  » 
B^tlat  minister  Is  applied  to  to  baptlM  them.  God  has  been  and  is  still  doing  marvel- 
l«na  things.  In  the  ontponring  of  his  Spirit  on  some  of  onr  charches;  especially  in 
Boston,  Dlghton,  Rehoboth,  Swansea,  in  the  Bay  Government,  and  In  Warren,  of  this 
Colony,  qnder  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Charlea  Thompson,  one  of  the  first  class  that  grad- 
uated at  this  College.  I  am  told  that  near  three  hnndred  have  been  bapHted  In  these 
places  since  last  September.  Mr.  William  Rogers,  a  member  also  of  the  same  class, 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  has  been  called  to  the  ministry,  and  Is  preaching  In 
Philadelphia,  where  God  appears  to  own  his  labors  to  admiration.  He  is  a  pioas,  warm 
Christian,  and  a  very  popular  preacher  in  that  cit?.  All  these  things  encourage  me  to 
believe  that  God  regards  this  College  with  afavorable  e7e;  espeaia1l7  as  I  have  reason 
to  hope  that  he  has  called  by  grace  some  who  are  now  in  College,  since  they  came 
here,  while  others  appear  to  be  hopetnlly  anxious  about  their  salvation. 

I  shall  make  free  to  draw  on  yon  again  the  1st  of  June,  by  Mr.  Edwards's  instruo- 
tion,  and  continue  to  do  so  7earl7  nntU  7on  forbid  me.  What  think  yon  of  an  applica- 
tion to  Kngland,  b7  some  suitable  person,  in  order  to  aagment  our  little  and  insafflcient 
fnad,  as  Mr.  Edwards  made  hut  a  partial  application;  or  would  a  well-concerted 
scheme  of  a  lottery' to  raise  £1,000  or  £2,000  sterling  meet  with  encouragement  by  the 
tale  of  tickets  in  England?  Some  method  must  be  adopted,  unless  some  generous,  able 
henefoctors  should  arise  to  assist  us.  I  shall  write  frequently  and  long;  andlf  you  will 
do  the  same  to  me.  yon  will  greatly  oblige, 

Jamks  MAHHiva. 

From  the  following  notice,  which  waa  published  in  the  Providence 
Gazette,  it  appears  that  President  Maiming  still  retained  charge  of  the 

■  Snggetted  perhaps  by  Kr.  Kannlng's  fuuUisrIty  with  the  hlalory  of  the  Cellule  of  New  JorBey, 
the  fands  ot  which  institution  bad  been  Inorsseed  by  lotttriet  which  the  legislatures  of  Connectl- 
out,  Fennsylnnla,  and  New  Jersey  had  granted  for  this  purpose.  Harvard  ind  Yale  Colleges,  It 
tterlas,  the  former  even  as  recently  as  the  year  1806.  To  Shaw 
m  In  Bhode  lalud  at  this  time,  It  DiBy  be  stated,  tlist,  in  the  tpace  ot 
a  1T7V,  BO  less  than  flfty-foar  wen  glinted  by  the  General  Assembly 
for  the  baildlng  of  churchea,  parsooagas,  sobool-boiuea,  bridges,  streets,  lAarvea,  etc.,  as  we  Bud 
by  looking  over  the  "  Colonial  Beoords."    See  acconnt  ot  lotteria  on  page  ra. 

For  ■  vnr  intarestlDg  ■cconnt  of  lotteries  In  behalf  of  tbe  Rev.  Dr.  HopUni's  ohnrch  In  Kew- 
pnrt,  the  reader  la  referred  to  Professor  Park's  Henolr  of  the  Ule  and  Charactar  oIDt.RopUns 
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Latin  school,  it  being  without  doubt  the  same  which  he  commenced  at 
Warren  eight  years  previous  to  this  date.  Thus,  in  addition  to  his 
labors  as  Pastor  of  the  church  and  President  of  the  College,  he  was 
eng^ed  in  teaching  lads,  directly  or  otherwise,  the  elements  of 
knowledge,  and  in  furnishing  them,  as  also  the  College  students,  with 
school  books,  "at  the  lowest  rate." 

WberoM  Mverftl  geatlsmen  have  lequaatad  me  to  take  and  educate  their  sodb,  thla 
may  tntorm  (heia,  and  othera  disposed  to  pat  their  children  under  my  care,  that  the 
Latin  aubool'  is  dow  removed,  and  set  up  in  the  College  edifice ;  where  proper  attenUon 
>IibU  be  given,  hj  a  master  duly  qnalifled,  and  thoae  found  to  be  the  most  sEectnal 
method*  to  obtain  a  competent  knowledge  of  grammar,  ateadlly  pursued.  At  the  aame 
time,  spelling,  reading,  and  speaking  EngUeh  with  propriety  will  be  particalarly 
attended  t«.  Any  who  choose  their  sons  should  board  in  conunoua,  nuty  be  accommo- 
dated at  the  aame  rate  wltb  the  students, —six  shillings  per  week  being  tbe  prloe. 
And  I  flatter  myself  that  such  attention  will  be  paid  to  their  teaming  and  moralaM  will 
entirely  eattafy  all  who  may  send  their  children.  Allbooksfor  the  school,  as  well  aa  the 
elaaslcal  aathora  read  In  College,  may  be  had,  at  tbe  lowest  rate,  of  the  aubaerlber. 

Jambs  Uakkino. 
PnoviCBKCB,  Jnly  10, 1772. 

Another  Cdmmencement  was  now  at  hand.  The  following  from 
Smith's  diary  will  be  read  with  interest :  — 

Hon.,  Aug.  31, 1772.  Set  oat  for  my  joatney  to  New  Jersey.  Qot  the  first  nigbt  to 
Ames's  In  Dedham.  Taes.,  Sept.  1.  Got  to  my  good  friend's  Nicholas  Brown  in  Provi- 
dence, where  I  stayod  till  the  Monday  following.  Attended  the  Commencement  on 
Wednesday.  Thnisday  met  witb  tbe  Corporation  of  the  College.  Friday  4,  and  Satur- 
day 0.     Among  my  frienda.    Sab.,  6.     Preached  In  the  forenoon  In  Hi.  Manning's 

■  Where  the  Latin  school  was  kept  prtrioua  to  thla  date  we  eaunot  positively  state ;  It  la,  bow- 
erer,  more  than  probable  that  It  ma  in  on*  of  lb«  ehambo*  ot  tbe  bclok  schoottaanae  on  Meeting 
StrMt.  The  other  chamber,  u  haa  already  been  stated  was  occupied  by  the  oBlccn  and  atad^ta 
ot  the  CaUege.  Thli  achool-honae,  aa  appears  from  Stapka's  Ajmals  of  ProTiilence,  was  balK 
daring  the  year  ins,  partly  by  the  town,  and  partly  by  nbecHptkin.  By  thla  ooi^oaud  airaDge- 
M«ot  tbe  town  owned  the  lower  story,  while  tbe  nppar  atorj  was  owned  bytbe  sabacrlben,  aaoag 
whom  tbe  trleods  and  guardians  ot  tbe  Collage  were  largely  repreeented.  Aa  wa  baTB  remarked  ia 
a  pravlaua  eh^iler,  thla  aebool,  commenced  by  Manning  at  Wanen  In  1TS4,  na  tor  a  long  time  eoo- 
BMsted  with  tha  College  or  DntvanitT.  In  1810  tbe  floipmatkm  arectM  a  IcbA  bnudlBg  foe  tta 
I  of  fltieen  bnndred  didlan. 
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m«eting-lionM  in  Provid«iio«,  dom  Frov.  1:  29,  and  in  ^e  Afternoon  from  Lake  16:  31, 
In  Hr.  Snow's  meetlng-honBe.  IntbeoTenlngpreacIiodln  th«  BftptUt  meeHng-hoDse  kt 
the  Hllla,  which  is  abont  eleven  miles  from  Providence,  (torn  Phil.  1 ;  21.  Mon.,  T.  Set 
out  Irom  Ifatb'l.  Green's  In  Coventry,  where  I  lodged,  and  got  that  day  to  Ohadiah 
Stark's  in  Colcheatei,  where  we  lodged,  vii. ;  David  Howell  and  mTseU,  who  la  going 
with  me  to  the  JeraeT*.  Toes.,  S.  Went  throngh  Haddam,  Durham,  and  to  Walllng- 
ford,  where  we  lodged  at  Mr.  Johnson't,  the  tavern  keapei.  Wednes.,  9.  Attended 
Commencament  la  New  Haven,  when  and  where  we  had  Master's  degrees  conferred 
npon  nshy  President  Daggett. 

The  Providemx  Oazette  gives  the  following  account  of  this  Com- 
mencement :  — 

PnoviDKNca,  Sept.  S,  ITTS. 

On  Wednesday,  the  2d  Instant,  was  celebrated  the  anniversary  Commencement  ot 
the  College  In  this  town.  The  gentlemen  coDcerned  In  the  business  o(  the  day,  walked 
from  the  College  Hall  to  the  Bev.  Joseph  Snow's  meeting-honse.  After  prayer  by  the 
Freatdent,  a  Salntatory  oration  was  pronounced.  In  Latin,  by  Mr.  Bnssell;  next  the 
Intermediate  oration,  by  Mr.  Howell,  npon  History,  and  then  a  Sollloqny  by  Hr. 
Appleton,  on  Solltnde ;  which  was  succeeded  by  an  oration  on  Agrlcnltnre,  and  the 
Pleasures  of  a  Country  Ufe,  by  Mr.  Harris ;  and  an  oration,  the  subject.  Pride,  by  Mr. 
Greene,  concluded  the  exercises  of  the  forenoon. 

Mr.  Vsmnm,  one  of  the  candidates  for  a  Master's  degree,  first  spoke  in  the  afternoon, 
npon  the  Origin,  Nature,  and  Design  of  Civil  Government.  Then  followed  a  LaUn 
Exegeels,  byMi.  HoweII,inBnpport  of  this  Thesis;  — "Miracniaeztlclsse  humano  testi- 
monio  probari  potest;"  which  was  apposed  by  Messrs.  Appleton,  Greene,  and  David- 
Next,  Mr.  Stites,  another  candidate  tor  a  Master's  degree,  spoke  an  oration,  the  topic. 
Female  Education :  —  Alter  which  the  following  young  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the 
Aagn»ol  A.  B.,  viz.;  Joseph  Appleton,  Bbeneser  David,  Benjamin  Greene,  Joseph 
Harris,  Ellas  Howell,  and  Joseph  Dolbeare  Buasell. 

Ad  enndem,  Jonathan  Williams,  of  Harvard  College.  To  the  degree  of  A.  H.,  were 
admitted  Joseph  Eaton,  William  Bogers,  Bichard  Stites,  Charles  Thompson,  James 
MItchel  Vamum,  and  William  Williams.  Ad  enndem,  the  Bev.  Erasmus  Kelly,  ot 
Philadelphia  College ;  and  the  Bev.  John  Byland,  Jr.,  ot  Northampton,  In  England,  to 
the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 

After  the  degrees  were  conferred,  Mr.  David  pronounced  the  Valedictory  oration, 
npon  the  Incomparable  Advantages  of  Religion.  The  President  then  gave  the  Bachelors 
■  charge,  with  great  solemnity,  and  concluded  with  prayer. 

Daring  the  exercises,  a  profound  attention  was  given  by  a  sensible,  crowded,  and 
polite  aaaemhly.    The  candor  and  satistactioQ  which  appeared  In  every  tx 
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anlmaMd  the  young  perfarmeni   amaloiuly  to  contend  tot  that  nnlTerBsl  applauoa 
which  the^  had  ^b  honor  to  receive. 

Concerning  the  members  of  this  gnduatdng  class  but  little  is  now 
known.  Appleton  was  from  Ipswicb,  Massacbuaetts.  He  became  a 
clergyman,  and  died  in  1795.  Greene  was  from  Bristol;  be  died  in 
1824.  Harris  was  from  Smitbfield;  be  died  in  1828.  Howell  was 
from  E^  Harbor,  New  Jersey,  being  a  relative  of  Hod.  Judge  Howell. 
Russell  was  from  Providence.  His  father,  Joseph  Dolbeare  Russell, 
appears  under  date  of  Newport,  May,  1771,  as  a  donor  of  books  to  the 
College  Library.  David,  the  valedictorian,  was  from  Philadelphia. 
While  a  student  in  college,  he  was  converted.  After  graduating  he 
lived  in  Newport  where  he  joined  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  church,  and 
the  year  following  he  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of  that  faith  and  order. 
During  the  war  he  was  a  Chaplfun  in  the  American  Army,  and  was 
highly  e8t«emed  for  his  talents,  piety,  and  zeal.  He  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania while  in  the  service,  on  the  19th  of  March,  177S. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  which  was  fully  attended,  it  was 

Jttmtlead,  That  it  la  the  opinion  of  this  Corpontion  that  some  anitable  application  ba 
made  to  Great  Britain  for  farther  assistance  for  this  Instltatloii. 

Voted,  That  the  Honorable  the  Chancellor,  Honorable  Darlns  Sessions,  the  Reverend 
President,  Doct,  Jabez  Bowen,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown,  be  a  committee  to  consider 
who  may  be  a  proper  person  to  solicit  donations  in  Enropei  and  If  the  Reverend  Preal- 
dent  shonld  be  thought  moat  suitable  for  the  pnrpoae,  then  to  consider  b?  whom  the 
place  of  President  may  be  supplied  dnring  his  absence,  and  to  consult  such  person 
npon  the  affair,  and  to  Ia7  their  proceedings  before  the  Corporation  at  their  adjourn- 

The  need  of  funds  must  indeed  have  been  urgent  to  have  su^ested 
the  temporary  absence  in  England  of  the  head  of  the  College,  and  the 
Pastor  of  the  church  at  this  juncture  of  affairs. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  John  Ryland,  ^ves  an 
account  of  the  greatest  donation  the  Library  had  at  that  time  received ; 
namely,  the  works  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Gill,  the  distinguished  com- 
mentator, and  Jifty-two  folio  volumes  of  the  Fathers,  presented  throt^h 
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Dr.  Gill's  executors.  From  this  letter  we  learn  that  Maimiug  was  now 
leceiving  from  die  College  a  salary  of  £67  18s.  6d.  The  Corporation, 
it  will  be  remembered,  at  the  special  meeting  held  in  Warren,  April  2, 
1770,  voted  him  a  salary  of  XlOO  lawful  money.  The  church  in  Provi- 
dence also  voted  him  a  salary  of  £50;  thus  making  a  total  of  $500.  In 
addition  to  this  he  bad  tbe  use  of  the  "  President's  House,"  which  was 
built  in  connection  with  the  College  edifice,  and  also  what  he  could 
realize  from  his  "  Latin  School." 

pBOViDsircx,  Not.  IS,  1TT2. 
Bktbukd  Ans  Deu  Sib: 

I  hsTe  not  received  an  answec  to  mine  of  May  19th,  17T2,  yet  am  not  villlng  to  let 
this  opportunity  pus  without  a  line.  The  Faculty  conferred  tlie  degree  of  A.  M.,  at 
onr  last  Commencement  on  your  son,  the  Rev.  Johik  Byland,  Jun. ;  but  through  my 
hurry,  and  abaence  from  home  since  Commencement,  I  have  not  got  his  diploma 
written,  and  must  therefore  omit  sending  It  until  my  next.  Those  other  gentlemen 
you  mentioned  did  not  receive  their  degrees ;  the  Faoulty  chose  to  know  whether  they 
have  been  oonsnlted  personally,  and  wish  to  receive  the  honors  of  our  College ;  other- 
wise it  might  do  us  hurt  Instead  ol  service.  What  suggested  this  reflection.  In  part, 
was  a  paragraph  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wallin  of  London  to  Hr.  Backus,  which  I  saw,  in 
wliich  he  aeemed  to  Insinuate  that  we  had  been  too  lavish  of  our  honors.  If  these 
gentlemen  would  accept  diplomas  from  as,  We  ehould  give  them  with  pleasure ;  bat  we 
do  not  choose  to  give  them  to  those  wbo  would  not  thank  us  for  them,  a*  I  think  has 
been  the  case  with  some  even  on  yonc  side  of  the  water. 

With  this  I  send  you  a  catalogue'  of  those  who  have  received  the  honors  of  the 
College  tnmi  the  first.  Onr  last  Commencement,  I  believe,  aoqalted  us  considerable 
repntatiou  amongst  the  HteroH  in  New  England ;  and  had  we  not  to  combat  with  the 
inveterate  enmity  of  the  New  England  clergy,  it  would  have  added  to  the  number  ot 
onr  scholars  I  trat  they  take  unwearied  pains  to  prevent  any  from  coming  If  possible, 
and  do  not  stick  at  the  method  of  carrying  their  points ;  but,  thank  G-od,  thej/  don't 
govern  the  world. 

Last  month  I  retomed  from  a  joomey  throagh  the  western  provtnoes,  as  far  as 
Philadelphia.  I  found  religion  at  an  ebb  in  those  ohnrohes  In  general,  as  is  the  case 
through  the  most  of  New  England.  Virginia  Is  still  in  a  flame,  and  hundreds  are 
hopefully  taming  to  Ood.  I  attended  the  Association  at  New  York,  and  we  had  a  very 
«onifortable  season.    I  herewith  send  you  on  Association  letter. 

alludes  In  hli  diary.   So  copy  ot 
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I  flhonld  b«  gUhd  to  know  In  what  Hanae  yon  gire  the  Are  pilneaa  which  I  have  been 
directed  to  call  npon  you  for  annually.  Theieaaon  lathiB:  I  havti  always  rendered 
AD  soconnt  of  It  to  the  Corporation  as  a  part  of  my  salary  from  the  College,  which  la 
£6T  13a.  4d.  sterling,  annnally,  and  some  of  the  memhers  hare  found  fault  with  me  for 
BO  doing,  alleging  that,  as  my  salary  is  inadequate,  I  ought  to  consider  It  as  a  free  gilt, 
or  so  much  over  the  above  sum ;  bnt  this  I  would  by  no  means  do  without  an  explicit 
account  of  your  Intention  in  the  donation,  according  to  which  I  shall  be  governed,  and 
therefore  I  pray  you  to  resolve  me  in  this  matter. 

By  the  last  ship  wa  received  the  works  of  the  great  and  good  Dr.  Gill,  with  fifty-two 
folio  volumes  of  the  Fathers,  etc.,  the  gift  of  Messrs.  George  Keith  and  John  Gill,  the 
Doctor's  executors.  This  Is  by  far  the  greatest  donation  our  little  Library  has  yet  had ; 
but  I  hope  their  generous  example  will  be  followed  by  others  on  your  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Do  yon  think  it  would  be  worth  while  for  an  American  Indian,  as  we  are 
generally  deemed,  to  visit  England,  on  the  errand  of  collecting  some  more  money  for 
our  College?  For  we  really  need  it.  I  have  been  mentioned,  if  my  place  In  the 
Interim  could  be  supplied,  for  this  purpose,  piorided  the  prospect  promised  anything 
worth  while.'  Bat  the  inattention  of  the  Baptists  to  their  own  Interests  dlsheartena 
me  greatly. 

I  have  written  two  letters  to  Dr.  Stennett  since  I  have  had  an  answer,  and  I  ant 
Afraid  I  have  tired  that  good  man  with  my  Donaense,  and  that  my  letters  have  been 
mialaid  or  intercepted.  Pray,  have  you  heard  of  the  Doctor's  being  addressed  by 
Dr.  Chauncey,  of  Boston,  with  a  design  to  alienate  him  from  the  cause  of  the  New 
England  Baptists,  by  sanding  him  reproachful  accounts  of  them?  I  was  told  by  one 
of  our  brethren  this  was  suspected  to  be  the  case,  from  some  extraordinary  steps  taken 
by  that  society.  If  that  should  be  the  case  I  should  be  glad  to  know ;  and  1(  you  are 
intimate  with  the  Doctor,  you  may  probably  know  through  him.  A  minister  ot  repu- 
tation gave  me  this  hint  but  a  few  days  past,  or  I  would  not  have  meDtloned  It, 
supposing  them  Incapable  of  so  low  an  artifice.  I  am  told  another*  ot  my  first  class  is 
to  preach  on  trial  next  Lord's  Day,  which  will  make  three  of  that  cRua  in  the  ministry. 

With  great  respect,  I  tun,  air,  yours  to  serve, 

JiMsa  MANNino. 

The  President  again  allndes  to  "the  inveterate  enmity  of  the  New 
England  clergy  "  towards  tiie  College,  who,  he  states,  took  "  unwearied 

*The  President  here  refers  to  the  vote  of  the  Corporation  pssaed  U  the  recent  meeting  la 
Sqitember. 

■  William  Williams,  now  teaobing  at  Wsrten. 
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pains  to  prevent  scholAis  "  from  entering  the  Institation,  and  did  not 
"  stick  at  the  method  for  carrying  their  points."  But,  he  adds  in  right- 
eous indignation,  "  Thank  God,  they  don't  qovbbn  the  world." 
The  following  is  another  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stemiett :  — 

PKoTisaNCB,  Not.  13,  1T72. 

RKTKIJtHD  Ain>  Dbas  Sift: 

As  I  IiAve  sent  two  or  thiee  l«tt«ra  since  ceceiviuK  one  from  yon,  I  should  not  now 
write,  »■  I  bave  nothing  of  importance  to  commonlcate,  had  not  the  Bar.  Isaac  Backui, 
of  Middleboiongh,  requested  me,  on  the  following  account ;  He  has  been  ap  to  Aahflald 
not  long  since,  and  found  that  the  Congregational  cleigy  there,  as  well  as  elsevheie, 
hare  been  Teiy  bosj  In  collecting  all  the  scandalous  reports  they  can  hear  of;  and  as 
thej  think,  from  some  ciTonmstancss,  sending  them  to  Dr.  Channcey,  of  Boston,  la 
order  to  tTEtasmH  the  same  to  yon,  to  prevent  you  from  interesting  yourself  In  their 
cause.  I  confess  this  is  a  suggestion  which  wonld  seem  to  flow  from  a  bad  heart,  desti- 
tnte  of  charity,  to  a  person  who  is  acquainted  only  with  the  fair  side  of  their  character, 
but  to  those  who  are  conversant  with  them  in  New  Bngland,  that  they  ehoald  conceive 
such  a  design  is  far  from  being  a  thing  incredible.  Now  if  this  is  the  case.  I  have  anthor- 
ity  from  Mr.  Backaa,  a  man  of  anblemlshed  reputation,  to  inform  yon  that,  so  far  as  he 
could  Judge,  from  being  on  the  spot  and  viewing  the  lands,  etc.,  wrested  from  those 
poor  Baptists,  he  verily  thoaght  their  complaints  were  lighter  than  their  grievances, 
nnd  that  their  snfFerlngs  have  been  extremely  great.  And  as  Mr.  Baokos  is  appointed 
by  the  body  of  the  Baptists  In  New  England  to  collect  materials  for  tbetr  history,  he 
prays  and  doabts  not  hat  yon  will,  through  my  hands,  favor  him  with  Intelligence 
respecting  this  matter,  by  the  first  opportunity,  that  be  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  ' 
undeceive  yon  If  they  have  sent  yon  these  accounts. 

The  state  of  the  College  is  moch  the  same  as  when  I  wrote  last,  as  to  numbers,  and 
still  wants  powerful  friends  to  patronize  and  endow  it.  Messrs.  Keith  and  QUI,  the 
I3octor's  executors,  by  the  last  ship  have  sent  us  a  set  of  the  Doctor's  works,  and  fltty- 
twovolnmes  of  the  Fathers,  etc.,  which  Is  the  greatest  donation  our  little  library  has 
yet  had. 

I  have  visited  the  western  provinces  this  fall,  and  find  there  but  dead  times  in 
religion,  except  In  Virginia,  where  Ood  still  continues  to  do  wonders  amongst  the 
people;  though,  as  ol  old,  by  instmmentB  to  the  eye  of  human  reason  Tory  weak;  bnt 
Ood  clothes  them  with  power.  I  attended  the  Philadelphia  Assoclatdon,  held  in  New 
York  this  year,  and  was  very  agreeably  eatertained  with  the  company  of  a  number  of 
my  fellow-servants,  who  eeam  lealous  to  promote  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  One  of 
them,  Mr.  David  Jones,  lias  been  the  lost  summer  visiting  and  preaching  to  the  western 
tribe*  of  Indians  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi;  and,  like  an  apostle  amongst  the 
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Gantllei,  wu  to  aet  out  on  tha  flnt  of  thta  month,  at  his  own  ohargM  to  pay  his  Intar- 
pratflr,  and  spend  the  winter  among  the  uativaa.  He  bbji  ther  give  ear  to  the  Ooapel, 
and  Importuned  blm  to  oome  again.  He  thinka  there  ia  a  great  proepect  of  manj  tam- 
ing to  Crod  amongst  them;  and  who  knows  hot  they  may?  I  bellere  It  ta  the  fiiM  ' 
inatanoe  of  the  Baptists  going  among  them  for  that  pnrpose.  The  Association  was 
highly  pl6aaed  with  the  acconnti  he  gave,  and  recommended  It  to  tbe  ohnKhes  to  aet  on 
foot  a  CDllecttoo  for  him ;  hnt  I  fear  he  moat  exhaust  hia  own  little  pittance,  notwith- 
standing what  they  will  do;  for  pabtlc  spirit  Is  a  virtue  rarely  found  In  (his  coantry 
amongst  good  people.    But  lest  I  weary  youi  patience,  I  aubacribe  myself,  sir, 

Tear  friend  and  serrant. 

Jambs  MAitMrao. 

We  close  thia  cbapter  with  an  account  of  a  lemarkable  fimentl 
which  Mr.  ManniDg  attended  in  SwanBea,  which  account  be  himself 
prepared  and  puldiBhed :  — 

Last  Friday  departed  this  life,  in  the  nlnoty-BfCh  year  of  his  age,  Esek  Brown,  Esq., 
of  this  town.  Aa  he  lived  beloved  he  died  lamented  by  every  one  who  had  the  honor  of 
hia  acqaalntance.  In  his  long  and  painful  illness,  whlob  he  bore  with  trnly  Christian 
fortitude  and  patience,  his  constant  prayer  to  Almighty  Ood  was  that  he  mlgbt  enjoy 
tbe  exercdse  of  his  tesson,  and  malDtain  under  his  change  a  true  Christian  magnanim- 
ity and  patience,  and  that  God  in  His  Infinite  mercy  would  grant  him  a  comfortable 
passage  from  this  to  a  life  of  blessednesa  — Inallof  which,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
Ood  answered  his  requests  and  prayers.  He  has  left  to  mourn  his  loss,  his  widow,  tbe 
only  wife  he  ever  bod,  aged  ninety-one  years,  and  with  whom  he  had  lived  alxty-nine 
years  In  happy  wedlock,  besides  a  uiuneroas  offspring,  the  greatest  part  ol  whom 
attended  his  funeral.  He  had  descended  from  him,  eleven  children,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  grandchildren,  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  great-grand-cblldren,  and 
three  great-grand-chlldren'a  children,  In  all  three  hundred  and  thirteen.  He  was 
upwards  of  sixty  years  a  regular  member  of  tiie  Baptist  church,  and  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Maasachnsetts  Bay  forty-one  years.  He  also  sustained  several 
other  offlces  in  the  town  with  great  fidelity  and  honor,  and  among  all  his  conneoUons  in 
business  through  lite,  which  were  numerous  and  remarkable,  he  never  bad  an  action  at 
law  either  tor  or  ag^nst  him.  Kemarkable  to  relate,  the  coffin  in  which  he  was  buried 
was  made  oat  of  whole  boards  sawed  out  of  a  black  cherry  tree  which  be  brought  In  his 
own  hand,  on  horseback,  from  Bbode  Island,  and  set  It  out  in  the  road  before  hia 
garden  wall  with  his  own  bands.  He  was  an  affectionate  husband,  a  tender  parent,  a 
kind  master,  a  good  neighbor,  and  what  crowns  all,  a  pious  Christian.  He  died  on 
the  6tb,  and  was  Interred  on  tbe  10th  day  of  December,  1TT3.  His  funeral  was  attended 
by  a  vast  concourse  of  friends,  old  and  young,  and  by  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  hia 
oltsprlng. 
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CHAPTER   V. 

1770-1775. 

MaddIilk'b  connection  with  the  Baptist  chntclk  tn  Pro vld»ac«— Oldest  B»ptUt  cfauroh 
In  Amerlos — Founded  by  Koger  WilliamB  —  Claims  to  priority  ol  the  chnrch  In 
Newport  — Hlatoiiana  of  the  ohaich;  Stanlord,  Hopklna,  Edw&niU,  Hague,  Caldwell, 
King  —  Erroneoai  statementa  ol  Dr.  Whitaltt  In  Johnson's  TTnlTsnal  Cfclopiedla— 
Bettlament  of  Providence  in  1036  —  Wlnthrop'a  record  of  the  baptlim  of  Williams  — 
EceUel  Hoi  11  man  —  Chnrch  founded  in  1636— Willlama's  baptism  was  by  immeralon 

—  Coddlngton's  statement  to  this  effect — First  chnrch  or  society  in  Rhode  Island 
ConKTegBtlonal  — Hopkins's  statement  — Wl nth rop's  reference  to  early  religious 
tneetlngs  at  Providence  —  Statement  o(  Ot.  Btiles — Hopkins's  account  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Baptist  chnrch- Letter  of  Hngb  Peters  giving  notice  of  the  exclusion  of 
the  memhers  from  the  church  In  Salem  — Hopklus's  account  anthorltattve- Boger 
Williams  minister  of  a  Congregational  church,  and  then  of  the  Baptist  obarch, 
from  which  he  soon  withdrew  — Statements  of  Stanford,  Edwards,  Backus,  and 
Scott —Williams's  change  of  views  —  No  change  in  his  views  on  baptism  —  Believer  in 
and  earnest  advocate  of  the  distinguishing  doctrines  of  the  Baptists  ttaroaghout  Itfa 

—  Absorbed  In  the  grand  idea  of  founding  a  free  colony,  and  in  the  work  of  convert- 
ing the  Indians  to  Christianity  — Growth  of  the  church  — Chad  Brown  — Early  con- 
troversy respecting  the  doctrine  of  Laying  on  of  Hands  — Williams,  and  Elders 
Brown,  Wickendeu,  Dexter,  and  TiUinghast  on  one  side,  and  Elder  Olney  on  the 
other— 01  ney,  with  afew  others,  withdraws  and  founds  a  "Five  Principle  Cburch"  — 
Statements  of  Edwards,  Calleuder,  and  Backus- Account  of  Pardon  Tillinghast  and 
hlBatatementB  —  ControTersyrevlvedandoompromisemadelnl733  — Samuel  Winsor 

—  Condition  of  the  church  In  17T0,  when  Manmng  came  to  Providence  with  the  Col- 
lege—  Howland's  recollections  —  History  of  the  chnrch  from  this  time  on  as  com- 
piled by  Stanford~Uannlug  Invited  topreacb  for  the  church— Elder  Wtnsor  objects 
to  his  views  in  regard  to  Laying  on  of  Hands  and  Singing  In  Public  Worship- 
Views  on  this  subject  that  then  prevailed  —  Wlnsor  withdraws  with  others  and 
forms  a  Six  Principle  church  in  Johnston  —  Church  applies  to  Gardner  Thurston  and 
Job  and  Rossell  Mason  for  advice  — Manning  appointed  to  preaoh  and  administer 
the  ordinances  — General  meeting  decides  that  the  church  in  Providence,  and  not  the 
seceding  church  in  Johnston,  Is  the  original  church  — Manning's  preaching  followed 
by  a  revival— 'Meeting-house  too  small  for  the  Increased  congregation  — Steps  taken 
to  build  a  new  one  on  a  large  scale,  "  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and 
also  for  holding  Commenoement  in  "  —  Successive  steps  In  the  progress  of  the  enter- 
prise-Extracts from  the  records~John  Brown  the  committee-man  on  building — 
Expense  in  part  defrayed  by  a  lattery  — House  dedicated  May28,  ITTS  — Description 
of  the  building — Changes  and  additions  down  to  the  present  time — Inscriptions  on 
thebells  — Engraving  taken  from  Blppon's  Beglster  — Extract  from  Dr.  Caldwell 'e 
Historical  Discourse — Formation  of  the  ChMltable  Baptist  Society  —  Preamble  by 
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Manning  Bmbodrlng  the  Bkptist  sentiment  In  regftrd  to  "  Believer's  baptism  by 
ImmenttoD  "—Benjamin  S.  Stelle  clerk  — Statement  of  prlniHptee  — Closingeztract 
from  Arnold's  Centennial  Address,  delivered  May  28, 18T5. 

The  connection  of  President  Manning  mtti  the  Baptist  church  in 
Providence  was  a  most  important  event  in  his  Ufe,  and  in  the  history 
of  the  church,  to  which  he  gave  a  new  and  lasting  impulse.  It  was 
hkewise  an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  College.  On  this 
account,  therefore,  we  devote  to  it  a  special  chapter  of  our  present  work. 
This  church,  which  was  founded  hy  R<^r  Williams,  has  always  been 
regarded  as  the  oldest  Baptist  church  in  Americft.  Its  priority  in  age, 
"has  been  asserted  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  Baptists  and  of  others. 
The  story  has  been  told  hy  father  to  son,  and  handed  down,  through 
thousands  of  the  families  of  this  State  and  land,  without  change.  The 
earliest  chronicles  have  recorded  it.  It  has  been  woven  into  every  his- 
tory which  was  ever  written  of  the  State  or  of  the  denomination." 

Such  is  the  language  of  a  report  prepared  by  a  committee  consisting 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  N.  Granger,  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexis  Caswell, 
afterward.'!  President  of  Brown  University,  and  Professor  William  Gam- 
mell.  The  report  was  read  in  church  meeting  August  25,  1650,  and  to 
the  Warren  Association,  September  12, 1850.  It  was  a  review  of  a 
re)>ort  presented  to  the  Association  in  1849,  claiming  for  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Newport  thp  priority  in  age. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1850,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Adlam,  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Newport,  published  a  most  remarkable 
pamphlet,  entitled,  '*  The  First  Church  in  Providence,  not  the  oldest  of 
the  Baptists  in  America."  In  this  pamphlet,  and  in  the  Association&l 
letter  of  1847,  from  the  church  of  which  the  writer  was  pastor,  it  is 
claimed,  that  when  Clarke,  Coddington,  and  sixteen  others,  all  Congre- 
gationalists,  and  most  of  them  members  of  Mr.  Cotton's  church  in 
Boston,  settled  at  Portsmouth,  seven  miles  from  Newport,  in  the  spring 
of  1638,  they  founded  a  Baptist  church ;  and  that  this  therefore  ia  the 
oldest  Baptist  church  in  America.  The  fact  that  this  church  in  Ports- 
mouth was  regarded  by  Cotton's  chitrch  as  composed  of  ''our  mem- 
bers," so  the  record  reads,  and  that  the  Boston  church  sent  a  deputation 
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of  three  members'  in  1640,  Temonstratiiig  with  them  for  communicating 
with  Anue  Hutchinson,  "an  excommunicated  person,"  su£Sciently  dis- 
proves this  claim.  Newport,  moreover,  was  not  settled  until  May  1, 
1689.  The  earliest  dat«  given  for  the  Newport  church  by  Callender, 
Stiles,  Edwards,  Backus,  and  othera,  is  1644. 

The  history  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence  during  the 
fiiBt  century  of  its  existence,  is  involved  in  more  or  less  of  obscurity, 
tiiere  being  no  contemporaneous  records.  It  has  been  preserved  by 
tradition,  and  by  such  incidental  statements  and  allusions  as  come  to 
our  knowledge  by  accident,  rather  than  by  any  special  care  on  the  part 
of  the  church  itself.  More  than  a  century  ago  the  Rev.  John  Stanford, 
then  acting  as  pastor,  gathered  such  minutes  as  at  that  time  could  be 
found,  and  incorporated  them  in  what  is  called  the  Book  of  Records. 
This  account,  from  16S9  to  the  death  of  Manning,  written  by  Mr. 
Stanford,  was  published  by  Dr.  Rippon  in  his  Baptist  Renter  for  1801 
and  1802,  with  an  engraving  of  the  meeting-house.  It  was  afterwards 
incorporated  by  Dr.  Benedict  in  his  Baptist  history.  On  the  20th  of 
October,  1762,  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins  published  in  the  Provi- 
denca  Gazette  the  first  number  of  his  remarkable  series  of  articles  on 
"The  Planting  and  Growth  of  Providence."  In  this  number,  and  in  - 
succeeding  numbeis  published  in  1765,  he  gives  a  brief  account  of  the 
origin  and  growth  of  the  church.  Being  a  direct  descendant  of  Wil- 
liam Wickenden  and  Thomas  Hopkins,  two  of  the  original  members  of 
the  church,  and  intimately  associated  with  the  direct  descendants  of 
R<^r  Williams,  who  died  only  twenty-four  years  before  the  writer  of 
tlie  articles  was  bom,  his  statements  have  been  accepted  as  authorita- 
tive.  In  the  year  1771  the  Rev.  Moi^an  Edwards,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Moses  Brown,  visited  all  the  elderly  people  of  the  place,  gathering 

iHm  tbrae  brMbrvn  tont  by  tbo  chnrch  In  Boetoo  to  the  Fortunouth  cburch,  were  Cspt. 
Rdward  Otbbona.  Hr.  Hlbbins,  kdA  Mr.  Oliver.  Tbese  comtulHlaDen  nude  thelF  rsturn  to  the 
chnieh  In  BoMon,  March  U,  UHO.  A  full  account  of  their  report  la  preserted  In  a  thick  qnuto  MS. 
of  greM  raloe.  belonging  to  the  KuuchoMtts  Hlitorlcal  Society.  IE  was  written  by  C>pt.  Robert 
Keayne.tbe  toandtr  and  flnt  Ciptalo  ot  the  fumoDa  Ancient  and  Honorable  ArtllleTy  Company. 
He  glTc*  tbe  report  whteb  the  Mveral  Commlulonert  made,  in  their  own  wordi.  Luge  extract! 
from  thU  MS.  are  pabUabed  In  Ellli'i  Life  of  Anne  Hutcblnaon.  See  Sparke'i  American  Blograpb;, 
ToL  IS,  page  SM. 
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informatioD  and  facts  which  he  afterwards  iooorporated  is  his  "  Mate- 
rials for  a  Histoiy  of  the  Baptists  in  Rhode  IslaDd."  This  history, 
which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Collections  of  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  includes  an  account  of  Roger  Williams,  and  the  church 
which  he  founded.  In  the  year  18S9,  two  centuries  after  its  founda- 
tion, the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Hague,  then  the  pastor,  collected  into  an 
elahorate  discourse  the  principal  facta  in  regard  to  the  origin  and  growth 
of  the  church,  and  its  successive  pastora.  This  was  published,  making 
a  duodecimo  volume  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  pages.  It  is  now 
a  rare  book.  In  1877  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Caldwell,  and  Prof. 
William  Gammell,  were  appointed  by  the  church  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare a  sketch  of  its  history  for  publication  by  the  Warren  Association. 
Hub,  with  illustnttive  notes,  makes  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-three  pages. 
Sunday,  April  28,  1889,  was  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniveisary 
of  the  formataon  of  the  church.  The  discourse  in'  the  momii^  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  Edwin  Brown,  the  historical  discourse  In  the 
afternoon  hy  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Caldwell,  and  the  other  exercises, 
were  afterwards  printed,  making  a  handsome  volume  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  pages.  While  these  sheets  are  passing  through  the 
press,  another  history  appears  from  the  ready  pen  of  the  present  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  M.  King.  It  is  published  by  tiie  American  Baptist 
Publication  Society,  and  is  entitled,  "The  Motiier  Church."  The 
most  that  can  be  expected  of  us  in  a  work  like  the  present,  is  a  brief 
narrative  from  the  sources  here  enumerated  of  the  early  history  of  the 
church,  with  a  continuation  during  the  ministry  of  President  Manning. 
And  in  tiie  outset  we  allude  to  an  article  in  the  new  edition  of 
Johnson's  Universal  Cyclopaedia,  which  a  writer  in  the  Examiner  terms 
"Astonishing  Baptist  history,"  being  utterly  at  variance  with  the  most 
important  facts  and  statements  in  the  histories  above  enumerated.  In 
an  article  on  Baptists  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  H.  Whitsitt,  President 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  under  the  division 
"  Baptists  of  America,"  the  author  thus  writes  :  — 

In  1630,  Roger  Wllliaina,  who  hkd  be«n  banished  from  the  Colony  ot  UaaaacbDaen* 
Bay,  eatablleheij  a  commanlty  at  ProTidence,  and  set  op  a  chnroh.    He  pieached  with 
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seal  uid  regnlarit;  UDCll  Uaroh,  1630,  irbeii  it  waa  decided  to  make  «  new  departnra. 
Wlllirau,  ba-Ting  beoome  convinced  at  tha  error  of  IntBnt  B»pttsm,  ooaclnded  to 
obtain  a  rebaptlam.  Eleven  others  Joined  bim  in  this  step.  BteUel  Holliman  bap- 
tiied  Williams,  and  then  Williams  baptised  tbe  rest  of  the  companj.  The  ceremony 
was  most  likely  perfonned  hy  sprinkling.' 

Dr.  Whitsitt  fnrther  adds :  — 

In  1644  Williams  returned  from  England  with  a  charter  for  tbe  colony.  It  ia 
believed  that  Hr.  Hark  Lucar  came  over  with  him.  ...  In  1644  the  chnrch  in 
HewpoTt  was  organised  with  him  aa  one  of  the  moat  Important  members.  This  is 
believed  to  atgnlt;  tbat  they  then  received  immeraion  at  the  bands  of  Lncar,  and 
ttecwne  (or  the  flrst  time  a  tegular  Baptist  chnrch  In  the  aenae  now  accepted.  Probably 
the  immersion  of  tbe  Providence  men  followed  In  a  abort  while. 

Under  the  divisioa  "Fiist  Period  of  American  Baptist  History," 
Dr.  Whitsitt  writes :  — 

The  earliest  chnrchea  of  Providence  and  Newport  were  both  of  the  Particular  Bap- 
tist persnaaion,  bnt  the  General  Baptlata  shortly  appeared  apon  tbe  acene.  Inl6S3a 
General  Baptist  Chnrch  waa  formed  at  Providence  by  Chad  Brown,  Gregory  Dexter, 
and  William  Wickenden,  and  In  1606  a  almllar  church  was  established  at  Newport.  .  .  . 
About  the  year  1T18  the  First  Church  in  Providence,  of  whlob  Williams  waa  the  founder, 
became  extinct,  and  the  General  Baptist  Chnrch  of  tbe  Browns  triumphed  over  it. 

Spetiking  of  the  General  Baptists  and  the  Particular  Baptists,  and 
the  ^adnal  triumphs  of  the  latter  over  the  former,  Dr.  Whitsitt  adds 
respecting  the  Firet  Baptist  Church  of  Providence :  — 

Tbe  Gibraltar  of  tbe  General  Baptista,  however,  still  held  out;  the  chnrcb  in  Provi- 
dence had  not  yet  been  directly  ass^dled.  In  ITTO  tbe  labor  of  t«king  this  stronghold 
was  begun.  Manning  succeeded  to  admiration ;  in  due  time  Samuel  Winaor  reared  to 
Johnston  with  tbe  original  church,  and  tbe  present  First  Baptist  Church  of  Providence 
-was  tonnded  In  ITTl. 

The  generally  received  date  of  the  settlement  of  Providence  is  June, 
1686.     The  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  planting  of  the 

a  intereooe,  o[  ooursa,  from  tbe  alleged  later  intro- 
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town  was  celebrated  June  24,  1886,  when  an  historical  discoiuse  whs 
delivered  in  the  First  Baptist  Meeting-house  by  the  Honorable  Judge 
Durfee,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  in  the  class  of  1846. 

The  first  distinct  record  of  any  oiganic  action  as  a  church,  appeara 
in  Winthrop's  Journal,  to  which  authoritative  reference  is  made  in  all 
mattera  pertaining  to  early  New  England  history.  The  writer  was  a 
warm  personal  friend  of  Williams,  and  a  frequent  correspondent  after 
his  banishment ;  he  knew  therefore  the  facts  in  the  case.  Under  date 
of  March  16,  1639,  we  find  the  following :  — 

Ac  Providence  things  grew  still  worse ;  for  «  sister  ot  Mm.  Hutchinson,  the  wite  of 
Bcott,  being  ialected  with  Anabaptlstry,  and  going  laat  vear  to  live  at  Providence,  Mr. 
Williams  was  taken  (or  raCher  emboldened)  by  her,  to  make  open  profession  thereof, 
and  accordingly  was  rebaptized  b;  one  Holyman,'  a  poor  man  late  of  Salem.  Then 
Mr.  Williams  rebaptined  him  and  some  ten  more.  The;  also  denied  the  baptizing  of 
Infants. 

The  exact  date  of  this  important  event  is  not  known.  It  is  gen- 
erally given  as  **some  time  earlier  than  March,  1689."     The  term  latt 

I  The  name  is  usually  spelled  HolUman.  Wby  Wlnchrop  should  call  him  "  a  poor  man  !ate  of 
Salem,"  sad  Hubbard  "  a  mean  fellow."  does  not  appear.  Frobabl;  it  wai  an  accnnnt  of  his  so 
called  heretical  opinions.  In  the  Records  ot  the  General  Court  of  Hauachusetta  lor  the  year 
lS38,arethe  following worOa, as  quoted  by  Backus : ^ " Eiaklel  Holliman.  appaarlog  upon  sum- 
mons, because  he  did  not  frequent  the  public  asiemblles,  and  for  seduclDg  many,  was  referred  by 
the  GooTt  to  the  ministers  for  conviction."  This  wu  the  year  when  be  oame  to  K'OTldonce  and 
became  one  of  the  orfglna]  thirteen  proprietors.  This,  too.  was  the  probable  year  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Baptist  church.  Kvidently  be  was  a  man  of  ability  and  iDduencB,  or  he  would  not 
have  been  appointed  by  the  FroTidence  brethren  to  take  tbe  initiatory  step  In  so  Important  a 
matter  ss  tbis  new  baptism.  An  ordinary  man  would  hardly  have  been  accused  by  the  Hssaacha- 
•etts  Court  of  "  sedneInK  many."  Mr.  Holliman  eventually  removed  to  Wuwlok,  where  he  held 
positions  of  trnst,  being  for  many  years  Commissioner  from  that  town.  He  was  born,  according 
to  Savage,  Id  Trlng,  Hertfordsbire,  England.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Mary,  widow  of 
Isaac  Sweet.  She  was  a  member  of  the  church  In  Salem,  from  which  she  was  excluded,  as  appears 
from  tbe  letter  of  Hugh  Peters,  paitor,  dated  July  1. 1839.  He  ns  one  of  the  fonnderg  of  Dedham, 
Massacbasetts.  Wluthrop'a  Journal,  under  date  of  September  I.  less,  states  that  a  town  was  then 
begun  above  the  falls  In  Cbailea  river.  That  was  the  day  when  twelve  persons  assembled  for  the 
Orel  time  as  a  town  meeting.  That  town  was  Dedham.  The  neit  year.  November,  163S.  cbeir  nam- 
bers  had  Increased  to  nineteen.  They  then  formed  the  town  Covenant,  so  called,  and  petitioned 
the  General  Court  for  an  enlargement  of  their  former  grant.  Worthington,  In  his  hialory  of  Ded- 
ham, gives  the  uamea  of  these  nineteen  petitioners,  among  whom  was  £teUel  Holliman.  Tbe 
next  year,  1631,  he  obtained  leave  to  sell  his  lota.   His  name  does  not  appear  again  upon  the  Dedham 
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year  need  by  Winthrop,  strictly  speaking,  would  be  the  year  between 
Maitsb  25,  16S7,  and  March  26, 1688,  aa  the  yeax  then  commenced  on 
the  25th  of  March,  and  Winthrop's  entiy  is  dated  March  16,  1639. 
Mis.  Hutchinson,  according  to  the  statement  of  Dr.  Ellis,  her 
biographer,  was  excommunicated  from  Mr.  Cotton's  church  on  the 
22d  of  March,  1688.  She  left  Boston  on  the  28th  of  the  month  for 
Braintree,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Providence,  where  she  joined 
Clarke,  Coddiogtoo,  and  others,  for  their  new  destination  at  Forts- 
mouth,  near  Newport.  The  year  1688,  therefore,  may  fairly  be  assumed 
as  the  date  of  the  founding  of  the  church,  although  1689  is  the  date 
which  the  church  has  been  accustomed  to  take. 

That  this  rebaptism  of  Williams  and  his  associates  was  immersion 
has  never,  to  the  writer's  knowledge,  been  questioned,  except  in  the 
case  of  Dr.  Whitaitt,  who  states  that  "the  ceremony  was  most  likely 
performed  by  sprinkling."  Governor  Coddington,  who  was  the  leading 
man  among  the  Nen-port  oolonists,  was  at  Providence  with  Clarke  and 
others  in  1638.  '  It  was  through  the  influence  of  Williams  with  the 
Indians  that  he  was  enabled  to  obtain  from  them  a  deed  of  Aqaidneck, 
now  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island.  Coddington  was  at  that  time  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Boston  church.  Eventually  he  joined  the 
Quakers  ;  and  he  was  hence  displeased  with  Williams  on  account  of  his 
controversy  with  George  Fox.  In  a  letter  dated  June  25,  1677,  and 
published  in  "New  Englaad  Fire  Brand  Quenched,"  he  thus  writes 
concerning  the  founder  of  the  Baptist  church  :  —  "I  have  known  him 
about  fifty  years,  a  mere  weathercock,  constant  only  in  unconstancy. 
.  .  .  One  tame  for  watei^baptism,  men  and  women  must  be 
PUTRGKD  niTO  THE  WATER ;  and  then  throw  it  all  down  again." 

It  is  stated  by  Dr.  Caldwell  and  others  that  there  was  no  organiza- 
tion for  religious  purposes  until  more  than  two  years  after  the  date  of 
the  first  settlement.  Hopkins,  however,  who  was  in  a  position  to  know 
the  facts,  states  to  the  contrary.  In  his  first  article  on  Providence,  after 
speaking  of  the  landing  of  Roger  Williams  and  his  companions  on  a 
neck  of  land  lying  between  the  mouths  of  Pavrtucket  and  Moshassuck 
rivers,  he  thus  writes :  — 
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Upon  ihit  neck  ot  land,  glTea  them  by  the  benefloent  BBohem  (CBDoalcns),  they 
leltled  themaelves  la  the  beat  menner  their  Teiy  poor,  and  truly  deplorable  cticam- 
■tancea  would  Mtmitof ;  being  qultedaatltnteof  every  necessary,  as  well  aa  convenienoy 
of  life,  and  entirely  cut  off  Irom  all  commanloatlon  with  every  part  of  mankind, 
except  the  saTages.  Even  those  with  whom  they  had  so  lately  left  their  naUve  conatry 
tor  the  same  cause  of  reliKioD,  were  now  become  their  greatest  persecutors  and  molt 
cmel  enemies.  This  settlement  was  the  feeble  beginning  of  the  third  New  England 
colony,  flrst  planted  In  the  year  I634,<  by  the  renowned  and  worthy  Mr.  Roger  Williams 
and  Ma  twetve  poor  suffering  companiou,  namely,  John  Throckmorton,  WllUam 
Arnold,  William  Hauls,  SCnkely  Westcott,  Joha  Greene,  Thomas  Olney,  Richard 
Waterman,  Thomas  James,  Robert  Cole,  William  Carpenter,  Francis  Weston,  and 
Enkiel  Holliman. 

This  small  company  Mr.  WllUamsfocmedintoachnrcli,  and  on  that  occasion  plonsly 
observed  to  his  btetbren,  that  the  Frovidenoe  of  Ood  bad  fonnd  out  a  place  for  them 
among  savages,  where  they  might  peaceably  worship  God  according  to  their  consci- 
ences; a  privilege  which  bad  been  denied  them  In  all  (he  Ctarlstiaa  conntrles  they  had 
ever  been  in.  In  thankfalnesa  (ot  this  greatest  of  blessings,  he  named  the  place  where 
they  were  settled,  FBOvioKifCB.  As  they  were  all  fully  sensible  of  the  horrid  mlachleh 
and  atrodouB  Bin  of  perseontloD,  they  established  an  nnirersal  liberty  ot  oonscience,  as 
well  lor  all  others  who  should  oome  and  settle  with  them,  as  for  themselves.  And 
this  natnral  right  of  all  mankind  has  been  inviolably  tnalntained  throughout  the  Colony 
to  this  day.  Liberty  ot  oonsoienoe  being  settled  in  this,  and  denied  in  the  two  neigh- 
boring colonies,  soon  brought  mote  of  those  to  Join  with  them,  whose  faith  did  not 
exactly  agree  with  the  Szed  standard*  there;  and  In  a  short  time  afterwards  there  were 
added  to  the  church  at  Providence,  Robert  Williams,  John  Smith.  Hugh  BewU,  William 
Wickenden,  John  Field,  Thomas  Hopkins,  and  William  Hawkins. 

The  little  church  which  Mr.  Hopkitu  here  statoa  Williams  formed, 
was  of  course  a  Congregational  church.  No  records,  if  they  had  any, 
have  been  preserved.  Most  of  the  company  were  members  of  the  church 
in  Salem,  and  they  still  considered  themselves,  says  the  historian 
Upham,  "the  minister  of  the  Salem  church,  and  a  chosen  band  of  his 

1  This  lUte  sbould  be  16%.  Oomequeotl;  the  Oelonj  wss  the  fourth,  and  not  the  third,  Tbu 
same  mistake  mi  made  by  Csllender,  and  alao  by  Hubbard.  These  writers  were  misled  doubtless  b; 
thelanpiage  of  WlUiamsia  hli  deed  of  UMl,  In  wblchhe  spealuof  DegotlatioB*  with  the  Msrra- 
gaasect  Sachenu  in  ISM.  sad  In  I63S.  Theodore  roster,  whoae  "  HMerlali  tor  a  Hlstei?  of  Bhode 
Island  "  ue  pnbiuhed  In  tbs  aeveatb  Tolnme  of  the  "  CoUectioni  of  the  Bhode  Island  aistorlcal 
BocteCr"  tagelher  with  Hopkins's  "  Historical  Aooonnt  of  the  PlautloK  and  Qrawth  of  Frerl- 
deuce,"  gives  the  trus  date  of  the  w   ' 
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faithful  flock."  Winthrop  in  his  journal  for  December,  1638,  speaks  of 
"religious  meetings"  held  at  Providence  "upon  the  week  days,"  as 
veil  as  on  Sunday.  These  meetings  were  held  at  Roger  Williams's 
house.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  who  was  paator  of  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Newport  from  1755  until  1776,  in  a  paper  on  file  in  the 
arehives  of  the  church,  entitled  "  Memoirs  of  transactions  in  procuring 
a  charter  from  the  General  Assembly,  1771,"  thus  writes  respecting 
this  church  and  its  succeasor  ;  — 

Tbe  Bret  chnich  la  Rfaode  lalknd  was  Congregational,  and  settled  here  Id  1638,  ander 
Ber.  Rogtt  Wlllluna,  who  adminliiteTed  tbe  Lord's  Snpper  and  the  Baptism  o(  Intanls 
1)7  sprinkling  tot  the  first  thre«  years ;  till  In  1639  ha  and  his  church  ranonnced  their 
baptism,  and  were  baptized  by  planging,  Brother  Holllman  first  plnnglitg  Mr.  Wll- 
llama,  and  then  Hr.  WiilUm*  Iq  tnm  the  reat,  or  most  ol  them. 

ConcemiDg  the  formation  of  the  Baptist  church,  Mr.  Hopkins 
writes  in  the  columns  of  the  Providence  Gazette  for  1766  as  follows :  — 

The  Brat  oharch  formed  at  Providence  by  Mt.  Williama  and  others,  seems  to  haTS 
been  on  the  model  of  the  Congregational  chnrohea  In  the  other  Mew  England  colonlea. 
But  It  did  not  long  continne  in  this  form,  for  most  of  its  members  very  soon  embraced 
the  principle*  and  practices  of  the  Baptists ;  and  some  time  earlier  than  1839,  gathered 
and  formed  a  chnrch  at  Providence  of  that  society,  the  principal  members*  of  which 
were  William  Wlckenden,  the  first  elder,  Chad  Brown,  Thomas  Oluey,  Gregory  Debtor, 
Bteklel  Holllman,  Stukeley  Westcott,  etc.  That  tble  charch  wae  begnn  aa  early  as  I 
have  placed  it,  It  evident  from  a  letter  of  the  famous  Hogh  Peters,  minister  of  Balem, 
to  the  church  at  Dorchester,  dated  the  first  of  the  fifth  month  (July  1st),  1639,  in  which 
hewritea;*— 

BKTCMtMIt  AMD  DKAKLT  XKLOVED  IH  TIa  liOBD : 

We  thonght  it  onr  bonnden  dnty  to  acquaint  yon  with  the  namoa  of  snch  peraons  aa 
have  bad  the  great  censnre  passed  upon  them  In  tbii  out  charch,  with  the  reasons 
thereof.  .  .  .  Roger  Williams,  and  bis  wife,  John  Throckmorton,  and  bis  wife, 
Thomas  OIney,  and  hla  wife,  Stnkeley  Westcott,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Holliman,  and 

'Mi.  wmiams'i  name  is  not  here  mentlonsd  b;  GoTcmor  Hapklns.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  of 
conrae,  that  be  was  the  leadn  In  this  movement.  Qoveroor  Winthrop  so  itatat  It  In  bla  Joarnal. 
Bo  alao  CaUender,  StOn,  Edwards.  BKkns,  and  otber  euly  wrlten. 

>  lUa  letter  l>  published  In  full  In  Xnowlei'a  "  Memoir  of  Soger  Wllllami,"  pages  VK  and  177. 
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widow  Boeves.    Tb«ae  wholly  rehued  to  bear  the  chntch,  denying  it,  And  all  the 
chuTohea  In  the  B»y,  to  be  true  ohntcbes ;  and  except  two,  are  all  tehaptlied. 
YonrB  In  the  Lord  Jesua, 

Hugh  PRTints. 

There  aeeou  to  have  been  bat  one  society  or  meeting  of  the  Baptists,  formed  in  the 
Engllah  nation,  belore  this  at  Providence,  and  that  wan  in  London,  under  the  paatoTal 
care  of  Mr.  John  Spilsbury,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1633.  The  second  in  England  was 
In  li>S9,  gathered  by  Mr.  Greene,  and  others.  This  first  church  at  Providence,  hath 
from  Its  beginning  kept  itself  in  repute,  and  maintained  its  discipline,  so  as  to  avoid 
scandal,  or  schism,  to  this  day ;  hath  always  been,  and  still  is  a  numerous  congregation, 
and  in  which  I  have  with  pleasure  observed,  very  lately,  sundry  descendants  from  each 
o(  the  above  named  founders,  except  Holliman. 

Stateraenta  like  these  respecting  the  origin  and  continuity  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  made  by  the  leading  man  of  hia  time,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends,  or  Quakers,  must  have  weight  in  the 
minds  of  all  thoughtful  readers.  When  he  published  his  "  Historical 
Account  of  the  Planting  and  Growth  of  Providence,"  he  had  nearly 
reached  the  age  of  three-score  years.  He  himself,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Wickenden  and  Hopkins,  the  former 
an  elder  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  the  latter  a  member  of  the  original 
Congregational  church.  The  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church,  Samuel 
Winsor,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  intimacy,  was  the  great  grand- 
son, on  bis  mother's  side,  of  Roger  Williams.  The  idea  that  this 
church  seceded  in  1652,  on  account  of  the  doctrine  of  Laying  on  of 
Hands,  and  that  the  original  church  founded  by  Williams,  under  the 
leadership  of  Thomas  Olney,  afterwards  "  went  to  pieces,"  according  to 
the  fanciful  theories  of  some  recent  writers,  would  seem  in  view  of 
Hopkins's  account  simply  preposterous.  In  point  of  fact,  Olney  and  a 
few  otheis  withdrew  from  the  original  body  about  the  year  1654,  as  we 
shall  see  further  on. 

Roger  Williams,  it  will  thus  he  seen,  was  the  minister  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Salem,  and  the  minister  of  those  who  came  with 
him  from  Salem  to  Providence.  He  organized  a  Baptist  church  some 
two  or  three  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  is  therefore 
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jnstlj  regarded  as  its  founder.  How  long  be  retained  his  connection 
iritb  the  church  can  never,  from  the  want  of  records,  be  definitely 
determined.  Stanford,  who  in  1788  made  up  what  are  called  the 
Records,  says  that  he  "held  bis  pastoral  office  about  four  years,  and 
then  resigned  the  same  to  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Wickenden,  and  went 
to  England  to  solicit  the  first  charter."  Morgan  Edwards  says  the  first 
minister  and  founder  of  the  church  "  was  Roger  Williams.  He  became 
their  minister  at  the  time  they  were  settled  in  1638,  but  in  a  few  years 
resigned  the  care  thereof  to  Rev.  Messrs,  Brown  and  Wickenden."'  Mr. 
Edwards,  it  may  be  observed,  gives  1638  as  the  date  of  the  formation  of 
the  church.  Backus,  in  his  '*  History  of  the  Baptists  ia  New  England,"* 
says,  *'  But  the  unruly  passions  of  some  among  them,  with  otiier  things, 
caused  such  scruples  in  Williams's  mind,  in  about  four  months,  that  he 
refrained  from  administering  or  partaking  of  special  ordinances  in  any 
church  ever  after,  as  long  as  he  lived,  though  he  would  preach  the  gos- 
pel, and  join  in  social  worship  with  such  as  agreed  with  him,  all  his 
days."  This  is  more  in  accord  with  die  stAtement  made  by  Richard 
Scott,  a  neighbor  of  Williams  for  more  than  forty  years.  He  was  at 
first  a  Baptist,  but  afterwards  joined  the  Quakers.  In  a  somewhat 
unfriendly  letter,'  growing  out  of  the  George  Fox  controversy,  he  thus 
writes:  — 

I  walked  with  bim  in  the  Baptist's  way  about  three  or  four  montha,  In  which  time 
lie  brake  from  the  Society,  and  declared  at  large  tbe  ground  and  teaaon  tot  It;  that 
tbelT  baptism  could  not  be  right  because  it  woa  not  administered  by  an  apostle.  After 
that  he  Bet  upon  a  way  of  seeking,  with  two  or  three  of  them  that  had  dissented  with 
blm,  by  way  of  preaching  and  praying. 

Winthrop,  under  date  of  July,  1639,  writes  that  Williams  soon 
*'came  to  question  his  second  baptism,  not  beii^  able  to  derive  the 
authority  of  it  from  the  apostles,  otherwise  than  by  the  ministers  of 
England,  whom  he  judged  to  be  ill  authority." 

■  Hateilalt  for  ■  mstDry  of  tbe  Baptists  In  Rhode  Istud.   See  "  Collectloiu  of  the  abode  Island 
HlMorlcal  Soelety,"  Vol.  VI.,  page  SO. 
•  EdltiUB  of  un.  Vol.  3,  pSK*  4M. 
>  See  ■■  New  Bi^Lsnd  nt«  Brand  Quencbed,"  Fart  n.,  psgs  MT. 
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From  Utese  Tariona  testimonies,  and  the  Bentimente  expressed  !q  his 
"Hireling  Ministry,"  a  little  work  published  in  1652,  it  is  evident  th&t 
WilliamB,  soon  after  the  oi^^anization  of  the  Chorch,  experienced  a 
change  in  his  religious  views.  He  became,  in  the  language  of  Scott  a 
Seeker;  "a  term,"  says  Professor  Gammell,'  not  '^inaptly  applied  to 
Uiose,  who,  in  any  age  of  the  Church,  become  dissatisfied  with  its  pre- 
vailing creeds  and  institutions,  and  seek  for  more  congenial  views  of 
truth,  or  a  faith  better  adapted  to  their  spiritual  wants.  He  regarded 
all  the  churches  of  Christendom  as,  in  some  sense,  in  a  state  of  apos- 
tasy, and  the  clergy  of  every  name,  as  having  fallen  from  their  priestly 
office,  and  lost  their  true  apostohc  authority,  and  he  looked  for  a  new 
commission  to  be  given  from  Heaven,  to  restore  the  sacred  successioo 
of  apostles,  and  re-establish  on  their  primitive  basis,  the  ordinances  of 
the  gospel."  His  mind,  like  the  minds  of  many  other  good  men  of  his 
day,  became  blind,  as  Professor  Knowles  expresses  it,  "  by  excess  of 
light,"  while  gazing  at  the  glorious  vision  of  the  Apocalypse  ;  and  he 
formed  the  conclusion  that  in  the  disastrous  Antichristian  ^mstasy,  the 
general  turmoil  of  the  times,  and  the  upheaval  of  the  foundations  of 
government  and  institutions,  the  true  ministry  and  the  whole  organiza- 
tion of  the  church  had  gone  to  ruin ;  from  which,  however,  he  believed 
they  would  be  restored,  and  tlie  Savior's  Kingdom  would  come  on  earUi. 
Such  also  were  the  views  of  bis  friend.  Sir  Henry  Vane,  the  great  Eng- 
lish statesman. 

Notwithstanding  tiiis  change  in  his  religious  sentiments,  Williams 
still  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  "Believers'  Baptism  by  Immersion." 
In  his  *'  Christenings  make  not  Christians,"  a  discourse  published  in 
1645,  he  speaks  of  a  "  baptism  or  washing  in  rivem,  as  the  first  Chris- 
tiana and  the  Lord  Jesus  himself  did."  And  in  a  letter  to  his  friend, 
Governor  Winthrop,'  dated  December  10,  1649,  more  than  ten  years 
after  his  immersion,  he  thus  writes  :  — 

At  Beekouk  a  groat  many  have  concDrred  with  Hr.  John  Clarke  and  our  Proytdance 
men  about  the  point  of  a  aew  baptism,  and  the  manner  by  dipping;    and  Hr.  John 
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CUrke  bath  been  there  lately  (and  Mr.  Laoar),  and  hath  dipped  them.  I  believe  their 
practice  come*  nearer  the  first  praotlce  ol  onr  great  Fonnder  Christ  Jeans,  than  other 
practice*  of  religion  do ;  and  yet  I  have  not  aaUetaotion  neither  in  the  antborltjr  l>j 
-which  it  i«  done,  nor  In  the  manner,  nor  In  the  prophecies  ooncemlng  the  rising  of 
Christ's  Kingdom  after  the  deeolatlons  ol  Roma,  eto. 

In  regard  to  the  otber  great  doctrines  held  by  the  Baptists  of  hia 
day,  Liberty  of  Conscience,  or  Soul  Liberty,  the  entire  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  the  Supreme  Headship  of  Christ  in  all  spiritual 
matters.  Regeneration  through  the  Agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  a 
hearty  belief  in  the  Bible  as  God's  Divinely  inspired  and  miraculously 
preserved  Word,  and  an  all  sufficient  Rule  for  Faith  and  Practice,  he 
was  throughout  life  a  sincere  believer  in  them  all  and  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  them,  as  hia  letters  and  published  works  abundantly  show. 

In  point  of  fact  Williams  was  too  much  absorbed  in  the  grand  idea 
now  growing  in  his  mind,  of  founding  a  Colony,  the  first  in  the  civil- 
ized world  on  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  to  give  that 
attention  to  the  church  as  pastor  and  preacher  which  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  give.  Moreover  his  great  mission,  the  one  in  the  outset 
prominent  in  the  minds  of  the  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  as 
their  charter  and  other  documents  show,  was  the  conversion  of  the 
Indians  to  Christianity.  For  this  he  labored  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, with  a  perseverance,  a  disinterestedness,  and  a  zeal,  almost  with- 
out a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  missionary  effort.'  By  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  life  and  conduct,  says  Callender,*  "he  appears  to  have  been  one 
of  the  most  disinterested  men  that  ever  lived,  and  a  most  pious  and 
heavenly  minded  soul."  In  view  of  all  the  facts  here  stated,  the  First 
Baptist  Church  may  justly  pride  itself  on  its  early  origin,  and  on  its 
connection  with  the  illustrious  Williams  as  its  founder  and  first  pastor. 

But  though  Williams  soon  relinquished  the  pastoral  oversight  of  the 
church,  devoting  himself  mainly  to  missionary  efforts,  and  the  develop- 

'  See  the  writer'!  addraw  before  the  Amaildan  Baptist  Home  Hinloo  Sooletj.  daUvervd  In 
FhlbdelpUK,  Hay  IT,  Ma,  and  pabllibw)  In  the  Heme  Hlmlon  Konthl;  for  OMobai,  Uaa.  The 
nddrees  It  entitled,  '>  Roger  WtllUmi,  the  Plsueer  Hlmloiiary  to  the  Indiana." 

■  Centorr  nisooorM,  dallTerad  March  M,  1738.  Sea  "  CoUaetlaiu  of  the  Bhode  Island  HIatorieal 
ScNds^,"  Vol  IV. 


y.Google 


208  BROWH  UmVEBSITT  Chap.  T. 

ment  of  a  Colony  or  State,  the  original  members,  most  of  them, 
remained,  and  others  -were  from  time  to  time  added  to  their  utimber. 
The  names  of  Chad  Brown,  William  Wickenden,  Thomas  Olney, 
Gregory  Dexter,  and  Pardon  Tillinghast,  have  come  down  to  ub  as 
those  who  served  as  eldeis.  They  were  an  unpaid  ministry  having 
gifts  of  "prophesying;"  and  they  fuMlled  the  conditions  required  of 
them.  The  town  was  for  many  years  a  poor,  straggling  hamlet,  con- 
sisting of  less  than  one  hundred  houses  or  log  cabins  even  as  lat«  as 
1676,  when  all  but  five  were  burned  by  the  Indians  during  King  Philip's 
wai-.'  Among  these  elders,  tradition  has  given  to  Brown  the  priority, 
though  the  others  were  contemporaries  with  him.  He  was  unques- 
tionably a  man  of  superior  abilities,  professing  practical  wisdom  and 
plain  common  sense ;  and  he  served  as  arbiter  in  many  of  the  difficulties 
occurring  in  the  town.  His  house-lot,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
included  a  part  of  the  present  College  grounds.  Many  years  after  his 
death,  which  the  colonists  regarded  as  a  public  calamity,  Williams 
wrot«  of  him  as  '*that  noble  spirit  now  with  God."  In  the  writer's 
former  life  of  Manning,  thirty-three  p^es  are  devoted  to  an  account 
of  him  and  bis  descendants,  one  of  whom,  James  Brown,  was  also  an 
elder  in  the  church. 

During  the  eldership  of  Chad  Brown,  there  appears  to  have  orig- 
inated a  religious  controversy,  which  was  long  agitated  in  the  town, 
and  indeed  throughout  the  Colony.  It  had  reference  to  the  "  Laying 
on  of  Hands,"  mentioned  in  the  Sixth  Chapter  of  Hebrews ;  a  doctrine 
which  prevailed  In  the  Providence  church  for  more  than  a  century. 
Roger  Williams  was  a  believer  in  the  doctrine,  referring  to  it  in  his 
published  works*  as  a  "l^ht  of  the  first  institution,"  and  "one  of  the 
foundations  of  the  Christian  rel^on."  The  principal  leaders  in  this 
controversy  were  Brown,  Wickenden,  Dexter,  and  Tillinghast,  on  the 
one  side,  and  Olney,  who  favored  giving  up  the  doctrine  altogether, 

'  Theodore  Fotter  In  hli  "  MeterUli  for  t,  HlMorj  ol  Khode  Illknd."  itMee  "  that  whsn  tbe  wai 
flf  iBTSbroke  oat,  there  wereuesraQ  tiaudredtiou«ee  In  ProTldeace,  irhlcli  were  denrojed,  except 
Ave  which  were  garrlaoned,  when  the  town  wu  burnt.  Id  the  war,  on  tbe  SMh  day  of  Huch,  isn." 

■  Blondf  Teoeot,  1M3,  page  21.   Hireling  HbilitTT,ie()i,pa««S. 
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on  tiie  other.  Not  snoceeding  Id  carrying  bis  point,  he  with  a  few 
otheis  withdrew  from  the  ohnrcli  and  formed  a  new  one,  calling  it  the 
"Five  Principle  Baptist  Church."  There  are  no  records  extant  apoa 
the  subject,  and  our  only  sonroeB  of  informatdtm  are  tiie  statements  of 
Comer,  Callender,  Edwards,  and  Backus.  Edwards  thus  states  the 
case,  as  he  received  it  from  Elder  Winsor  and  others  in  1771 :  — 

Some  dlvialoni  have  taken  place  In  this  chnroh.  The  flnt  w««  about  tbe  year  16A4, 
OD  account  of  the  Laying  on  of  Hands.  Some  were  for  banlahlag  it  entirety,  among 
whom  ReT.  Tboma*  Olney  was  the  chief,  who,  with  a  few  more,  withdrew  and  (onued 
themaelTaa  Into  a  distinct  chnroh,  dlstingnished  by  the  name  of  Five  Point  Bapttrt, 
and  the  flnt  of  the  name  in  the  Province.  It  oontlnned  tn  being  to  1710.  when  Mr. 
Olney'  resigned  the  care  of  it,  and  soon  after  it  ceased  to  exist. 

It  is  not  certain  when  tbe  active  ministry  of  Pardon  Tillinghast 
commenced.  He  was  bom  in  England  in  1622,  and  admitted  to 
citizenship  in  Providence,  January  19,  1646,*  receiving  twenty-five 
acres  of  land.  He  was  then  in  his  twenty-fifth  year.  He  lived  to  be 
ninety-six,  continning  bis  ministry  nntil  his  death  in  1718.  A  fine  mon- 
ument has  recently  been  erected  to  bis  memory  on  his  burial  lot  on  Benefit 
Street,  near  tbe  comer  of  Tranait  Street.  Roger  Williams  speaks  of  him 
in  1672  as  "a  leading  man  among  the  people  called  Baptists,  at  Provi- 
dence."* Gov.  Joseph  Jenckea  writes  of  him  in  1780  as  "a  man 
exemplary  for  hia  doctrine,  as  well  as  of  an  unblemished  character."* 
An  original  letter  of  his,  dated  July,  1681,*  shows  that  the  church  of 
which  he  was  the  elder,  was  at  that  time  "Six  Principle."  It  was 
dnring  his  ministry,  and  after  the  church  had  lived  without  one  for 

1  Tbomaa  Olnay,  Jan.  He  died,  it  li  stated,  "Jnns  II,  1131,  snd  was  borted  In  his  own  flald." 
His  fMliar,  who  was  oh  of  the  otIkIiu]  members  of  the  church,  died  In  18Ra.  Cklleader.  writing 
In  ITM,  glTea  sabetantlall;  tbe  same  account  of  this  division.  His  Matement  is  as  follows :— 
"Abont  tbe  year  UU  or  UN,  there  was  a  dlrlsion  in  the  Baptist  Chorch  st  FroTldenee,  about  tbe 
■its  of  Xjtrlng  OD  of  Hands,  wlilch  aoma  pleaded  for  as  wsBntlaUj  naocssary  to  ohiiTch  conunuuion 
wad  tbe  Mbara  would  leara  IndlSsent.  Hereupon  they  walked  Id  two  obutcliea,  one  under  Hr. 
Chad  Brown,  Mr.  Wlckendeo,  etc.,  and  tbe  other  under  Mr.  Ihonus  Olney;  bnt  Laying  on  of  Hands 
at  length  geoerally  preralled."  The  aburchie  holding  to  this  rite  wera  called  "  Six  Principle 
Cborobea."  ind  they  are  sooaUedto  this  day. 

•  Staples.    AnnsU  of  FroTldence,  page  *l. 

•Oeo.roT.    Pablioations  of  tbe  Karragaosatt  aub.    Vol.  V.,  pageSao. 

•  Backni.    History  of  the  Baptists,  edition  of  un,  Vol.  II.,  page  3B. 

•  Ualld.    Doonmantary  History  of  Brown  Unlrersity,  page  MM. 
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more  than  sixty  yeass,  that  we  fiist  hear  of  a  meetmg^iouBe,  which  wu 
built  at  his  expenee,  and  given  by  him  to  the  cfauroh  in  a  deed  dated 
April  11,  1711.*  This  bouse  stood  on  the  west  side  of  North  Main 
Street,  near  Smith  Street,  and  is  said  to  have  been  "in  the  shape  of  a 
hay-cap,  with  a  fiie'place  in  tlte  middle,  the  smoke  escaping  from  a 
bole  in  the  roof."* 

It  was  dunng  the  ministry  of  Ebenezer  Jenokes,  a  brother  of  tlte 
Governor,  and  James  Brown,  a  grandson  of  Chad,  that  the  more  liberal 
sentiment  of  the  church  asserted  itself  in  regard  to  Laying  on  of  Hands, 
about  which  there  bad  been  in  previous  years  so  much  controversy.  A 
revival  of  religion  was  in  progress  in  Newport,  and  Mr.  John  Walton, 
a  young  minister  of  liberal  education,  and  a  physician,  had  been  Invited 
to  preach  in  Providence,  with  the  hope  of  promoting  one  here  also.  He 
accepted  the  invitation ;  but  he  was  found  ready  not  only  to  receive 
contributaouB  for  his  support,  as  Governor  Jenckes  recommended,  but 
he  was  also  found  guilty  of  the  innovation  of  the  "singing  of  Psalma," 
and  the  heresy  of  receiving  to  communion  those  wbo  were  *'  not  under 
hands."  Samuel  Winsor,  a  grandson  of  Roger  Williams  and  a  deacon 
in  the  church,  was  the  leader  of  the  rigid  party.  At  first,  according  to 
Backus,*  there  was  a  separation.  A  compromise  was  finally  effected, 
and  an  ^reement  was  signed  by  twenty-four  of  the  prominent  members 
of  the  church  allowing  the  "  Six  Principles  "  to  be  the  bonds  of  com- 
munion. This  was  May  25,  1782.  Elder  Brown  died  in  October  fol- 
lowing, and  Winsor's  party  ordained  him  as  Brown's  successor  in  the 
ministry.  An  account  of  the  revival  of  the  old  controversy,  with  the 
names  of  those  wbo  signed  the  covenant,  is  given  in  the  writer's  sketch 
of  James  Brown.* 

Such  was  the  Baptist  church  at  the  time  of  Manning's  arrival  in 
Providence,  May  4,  1770.     It  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  years 

'  The  daad  mu  not  reoordad  nntll  April  3Z,  ITW.  In  a  noM  or  mamsniulniii  tba  donor,  refBtrlni 
M  tb«  doctrine  of  Lajliig  on  o(  HuuU  taentlonad  Id  the  deed,  itatu  thmt  "  the  church  of  which  be 
wu  the  Elder  wu  Six  Prloclpla."  Mr.  TUUnghut  ^>i»U'«  to  hsre  been  a  Mreni 
thli  doctrfno. 

•  KdowIm.    Memoir  of  Boger  WilUami,  page  1TB. 
>  Hittoif  of  Um  BaptliU.    Edition  of  UIl,  VOL  II.,piCMU-SI. 

*  H-""*"t  ud  Brown  DDlnnlty,  tau,  pifM  lU-lK. 
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old  dating  from  1688 ;  and  yet,  in  a  population  of  four  thousand  inhab- 
itants, with  no  other  rival  chnrch  or  society  for  nearly  a  century,'  it  had 
but  one  himdrad  and  eighteen  inembeis,  many  of  them  hving  ia  John- 
stoD,  Pawtucket,  and  other  places  remote  from  their  house  of  Trorahip. 
It  had  Dflver  paid  its  minifitets  for  their  services,  and  on  principle  was 
opposed  to  such  a  procedure.  It  was  still  vigorous  for  the  doctrine  of 
Laying  on  of  Hands,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  its  elders  or  pas- 
tors from  the  beginning  ;  and  it  refused  communion  to  those  who  did 
not  practice  such  doctrine.  It  held  those  liable  to  discipline  who  should 
"join  in  prayer  without  the  bounds  of  the  church,"  in  accordance  with 
the  "agreement "  of  May  25,  1732.  It  discarded  siim^iog  and  music  in 
public  worahip  after  the  manner  of  the  Quakers,  and  the  early  Baptists 
in  England.  And  it  was  Arminian  in  sentiment,  holding  with  the 
General  Baptists  to  the  doctrine  of  universal  redemption. 

The  celebrated  antiquary,  John  Howland,  came  to  Providence  in 
April,  1770,  jnst  one  month  before  Manning.  He  was  then  in  his 
thirteenth  year.  Here  he  spent  the  remaining  yeara  of  his  protracted 
and  useful  life,  dying  in  1854,  at  the  ^e  of  ninety-seven.  He  was 
always  a  keen  observer  of  men  and  things,  and  in  his  "Life  and  Recol- 
lectdons"  are  recorded  many  events  of  local  interest  and  value.  Con- 
cerning the  house  and  worship  of  the  Baptist  church  at  this  time,  he 
thus  writes :  — 

Wbon  I  came  to  FroTldeiice  thero  wete  five  religloas  societies  beis.  OnevM  ttieold 
AminUkD  Baptist.  Their  meattng-hoiue  was  about  forty  feet  sqaare,  and  stood  on  the 
lot  now  (onnlng  the  coinei  of  Nortb  Main  and  Bmlth  Streets.  At  high  water  the  tlda 
flowed  neartyap  to  thewestendof  the  building.  There  were  Dopews.'  From  the  front 
door  opening  on  Uatn  Street,  anaUle  exteaded  to  the  pulpit,  which  was  raised  three  or 

>  Tb*  SoeiMj  at  Frianda  In  Provlilence,  accordtng  to  Staptss,  was  organized  about  tbe  year  tTM, 
vben  a  meetbig'hoiija  wuereDUd  for  their  worship.  The  First  Ciiiigi«gatkiiial  BoclBty  wis  formed 
about  the  year  ITSO;  in  ITXitbaIr  honse  of  worship  was  erected  on  the  eoroer  of  Collage  and  Benaflt 
Streets.  St.  John's  l^isoopal  Cbnroh  was  formed  abont  the  year  1723 ;  In  1T2S  a  hooaa  of  worship 
wsa  Brectad  on  the  spot  where  St.  John's  Chnroh  now  aCands.  Mr.  Snow's  meeting,  now  the  Senefl- 
«aM  OongregatiODal  Church,  ma  farmed  In  1T43,  by  a  separation  |ftam  Hr.  Ootton's  oharoh, «  the 

Al. 

appears  to  be  true  only  In  part.  There  are  pi^MTi,  aaya  Dr.  Caldwell,  among  the 
ircb,  ahairlng  that  In  June,  ITEO,  elsTen  years  prevloos  to  the  time  Hoiriand  dsearlMa, 
LpprnlsSloT  sale  of  aavsnteen  pews  TSlned  at  U^KJ. 
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four  8Mp«  from  the  floor.  On«*cb  tide  of  tb«  ftiale  Iwnchei  oxtended  north  Mtd  tonth 
to  the  walls  ol  the  houw,  and  there  were  benches  Id  the  gallery,  which  wm  entered  by 
narrow  stairs  Irom  a  door  od  the  south  side  of  the  honae.  It  appears  that  it  never  had 
been  the  practice  to  settle  an  ordained  mlniater  over  any  partlcnlar  church  or  sooiety .' 
In  this  they  resembled  the  Quakers.  As  settlements  extended  into  the  country,  and 
other  places  had  been  procured  where  the  neighbors  could  attend,  one  of  the  elders 
nearest  the  place  usually  preached.  The  elders  were  generally  farmers,  and  had  no 
salary  or  any  other  means  of  support  but  their  own  labor.  They  ofBciated  In  any  place 
where  there  was  a  gathering,  and  the  people  did  not  know  who  was  to  speak  till  they 
saw  one  begin.  They  did  not  approve  of  singing,  and  never  practised  it  in  pnbUo  wor- 
ship. When  more  than  one  elder  was  present  and  the  Brst  had  exhausted  himself,  he 
would  say,  "  there  Is  time  and  space  left  If  any  one  has  further  to  offer."  In  that  case 
another  and  another  would  offer  wliat  he  had  to  say ;  so  there  was  no  set  time  (or  ctos- 
ingthe  meeting.  As  Elder  Wiusor's  home  was  in  Providence,'  he  generally  appeared 
in  his  placeevery  Sunday,  so  that  this  came  to  be  called  Elder  Winsor's  meeting.  The 
house  could  not  contain  a  large  congregation,  nor  did  the  number  present  seem  to 
require  a  larger  house  as  they  were  not  crowded,  though  many  of  them  came  In  from 
the  neighboring  towns  on  horseback  with  women  behind  them  on  plltlons. 

The  time  had  now  come  for  advance  and  enlargement.  "A  new 
life  within  the  church,"  says  Dr.  Caldwell,  "  responded  to  a  new  life 
outside  ;  the  old  period  closes  and  a  new  one  begins ;  the  church  of 
Manning  and  his  successors  take  the  place  of  the  church  of  Winsor  and 
his  predecessors.     And  that  means  a  great  change." 

The  regular  church  records  beg^  in  April,  1775,  preceded  by  a  list 
of  members  admitted  from  December,  1774,  during  the  great  revival,  to 
June  30,  1782,  Prefixed  to  these  records  is  a  "History  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Christ  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  being  the  oldest  Baptist 
Church  in  America."  This  is  a  brief  summary  of  such  events  as  could 
be  collected  respecting  the  history  of  the  church  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  from  its  foundation.    It  was  prepared  in  1789,  as  has  already 


tory  of  the  church.    The  psstor  in  ino,  Samuel  Wlnaor,  Jr.,  m>  ordainad  June  H,  ITBS. 

*  His  home  was  reaUy  ia  Johnston,  three  miles  trom  the  place  of  meeting.   This  was  formerly  a 
part  of  ProTldenoe,  but  tt  was  Inoorporued  as  a  separate  township  in  March,  ITN.   See  Bhods 
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been  stated,  b;  the  Rev.  John  Stanford,  a,  preacher  from  England,  who 
served  as  temporary  pastor  from  March,  1786,  to  September,  1789.  Mr. 
Stanford's  or^;inal  manuscript  of  twentj  folio  pages  is  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  Society.  That  portion  of  the  narrative  which  gives  the 
details  of  Manning's  connection  with  the  church,  we  shall  now  freely 
use  without  apology,  interweaving  it  with  the  present  narrative  in  such 
form  aa  may  seem  desirable. 

Rev.  Samuel  Winsor,  Jr.,  w»»  bom  November  1, 1722,  In  the  tonnship  of  Provldeoce, 
and  was  ordained  Jnne  21, 1T39.  He  continued  Ma  office  witheaaaand  some  sacceM  till 
towards  tbe  feat  ITTO,  wlien  be  made  repeated  complaints  to  the  ohnrch,  that  the  iXnty 
ot  hlsofflce  was  too  heav;  tor  him,  considering  the  temotesitnatlonof  his  dwalliugtrom 
town.  He  constantly  a^^d  the  church  to  provide  help  in  tbe  ministry,  as  he  was  not 
able  toserre  them  any  longer  In  that  capacity,  withoat  doing  Injnry  to  bla  family,  which 
they  could  not  desire."  ' 

Divine  Providence  had.  BO  ordered,  that  the  Bev.  James  Manning,  President  of  tbe 
Rhode  Island  College,  was  likely  to  remove  from  Warren  to  settle  with  the  College  in 
this  town;  and  which  was  esteemed  favorable  to  tbe  wishes  of  Mr,  WltiBor  and  the 
cbnrch.  However,  at  this  Jnacture,  Ur.  John  Sutton,  minister,  on  his  way  from  Nova 
Scotia  to  the  Jersays,  arrived  at  Newport ;  when  Hr.  Winaor  and  the  church  invited  blm 
to  preach  as  an  assistant  for  six  months ;  which  he  did  to  good  acceptance,  and  then 
parsued  hii  Journey. 

It  must  have  been  in  November,  1769,  when  Mr.  Sutton  arrived  at 
Newport  on  Ms  way  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  invited  by  Mr.  Winaor 
and  the  Church  to  preach  as  an  assistant.  A  special  meeting  of  the 
Corporation  was  held  at  Newport  on  the  14th  of  this  month,  when  it 
was  voted,  "that  &»  College  edifice  be  at  Providence."  President 
Manning  was  at  this  meeting,  as  also  Samuel  Winsor,  and  the  brothers, 
Nicholas  and  Joseph  Brown.  As  a  matter  of  course,  it  was  expected 
from  the  vote,  that  the  College  would  now  be  removed  from  Warren,  and 
that  Manning  would  acoompaay  it  to  Providence.  Mr.  Winsor  was 
anxious  to  be  released  from  his  pastoral  duties,  and  tbe  Browns  and 

>  Mr.  WtaaOT  appean  to  have  been  a  farmer  In  comtoTtable  alrcnmsUnees.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Corporatbm  In  Warren  on  tba  Snal  looation  of  the  Collaga,  be  gave  saonci^  for  MTenty4va 
acre*  of  land,  valaed  at  MB,  or  (UO,  towards  the  erection  of  tba  Collage  adlltoa.  For  tbla  be  was 
nqiiastedtoglT«adeed"diil7eieoated  Biidteoarde4"totbetr 
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Jenckes  were  equally  desirous  to  secure  the  aervicea  of  Maoning. 
Meanwhile  Mr.  Sutton  was  secured  as  a  auhatitute.  We  leani  from 
Cathcart,  that  "  Rev.  John  Sutton,  with  a  company  of  emigrants  from 
New  Jersey,  settled  at  Newport,  Nova  Scotia,  in  1760,  and  there 
preached  and  baptized  converts."  He  was  a  member  with  Manning  of 
the  Scotch  Plains  Church,  and  accompanied  bim,  it  will  be  remembered, 
in  the  summer  of  1768,  on  a  voyf^  to  Halifax,  during  which  they 
stopped  at  Newport,  and  made  the  motion  for  a  college.  Edwards 
stAtes,  in  bis  "  Materials  for  the  History  of  the  Baptists  in  New  Jetsey," 
that  Mr.  Sutton  was  afterwards  settled  in  Nova  Scotia  from  1766  to 
1770.  This  would  include  the  six  months  that  he  was  in  Providence. 
Manning  in  a  letter  to  Smith,  under  dat«  of  Not.  18,  1790,  alludea  to 
"  Our  friend  Mr.  Sutton  settled  nearly  in  the  centre  of  Kentucky,  and, 
in  regard  to  worldly  prospects  more  happy  than  ever  he  was,"  having 
purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  etc. 

The  stteDdon  ot  the  churcb  kod  Mr.  Wlnaor  was  now  directed  to  Mr.  Hannlng; 
and  at  a  church  meeting  held  at  the  beginning  ot  Hay,  1770,  Daniel  Jenckes,  BSeq.,  Chief 
Judge  ot  the  Inferior  Court,  and  Solomon  Drown,  Beq.,  were  cboun  to  wait  on  Mi. 
Manning  npon  hii  airlval,  and,  in  the  name  ot  the  chinch  and  oongregatiou,  to  Invite 
him  to  preach  at  the  meetlng-honae.  Mr.  Manning  accepted  the  Invitation  and  delivered 
a  sermon.  It  being  Commonlon  daj,  Mt.  Winsor  invited  Mr.  Manning  to  partake  with 
them,  which  the  President  ooidiallr  accepted.  After  this  several  members  were  dlHat- 
isfled  at  Mi.  Manning's  partaking  of  the  Lord's  Supper  with  them ;  but,  at  a  church 
meeting  appointed  for  the  purpose,  Mr.  Manning  was  admitted  to  communion  by  vote  o( 
the  church.  Notwithstanding  this,  some  of  the  members  remained  dissatisfied  at  the 
privilege  ol  transient  communion  being  allowed  Mr.  Manning  j  whereupon  another 
meeting  was  called  previous  to  the  next  communion  day,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  diffi- 
culty. At  said  meeting  Mr.  Manning  was  confirmed  in  his  privilege  by  a  much  larger 
majority.  At  the  next  church  meeting  Mr.  Wlnaor  appeared  with  an  unusual  number 
of  members  from  the  ooantr;,  and  moved  to  have  Mr.  Manning  displaced,  but  to  no 
purpose.  The  ostensible  reason  ot  Mr.  Wlnsor  and  of  those  with  him  lor  objecting 
against  President  Manning  was,  that  he  did  not  make  Non-imposition  ot  Hands  a  bar  to 
communion,  though  he  himself  had  received  it,  and  administered  it  to  those  who 
desired  It.  Mr.  Wlnsor  and  the  church  knew  Mr.  Manning's  sentlmenla  and  piactloe  tor 
more  then  six  yearn  at  Warren ;  those  therefore  who  were  well  Informed,  attributed  tbe 
opposition  to  the  President's  holding  to  singing  in  public  worship;  whlob  was  highly 
dlsgnilful  to  Hi.  Wlnsor. 
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On  this  point  the  sentinienta  of  the  Friends  or  Quakera  appear  to 
have  prevailed  in  the  church,  and  singing  was  discarded  as  unauthorized 
by  the  'New  Testament.  The  same  was  true  wtUi  other  Baptist 
churches  in  Rhode  Island.  What  diversity  ot  opinion  once  existed 
touching  that  which  is  now  regarded  as  an  essential  part  of  worship, 
and  of  universal  practice,  may  be  seen  l^  reading  the  pages  of  Backus 
and  Edwards,  and  by  consuliing  the  controversial  works  on  this  subject 
of  Claridge,  Keacb,  Marlow,  Allen,  Russell,  and  others,  which  were 
pablished  in  London  at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  contury,  all  of 
which  may  be  found  upon  the  ehelvee  af  the  College  Library.'  It  was 
about  this  time  that  singing  was  introduced  among  the  English  Bap- 
tists. Probably  persecution  had  much  to  do  with  its  general  omission 
in  their  earlier  rehgious  assemblies.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Keach,  a  cel- 
ebrated writer  and  preacher,  introduced  it  in  his  chnrch,  and  in  1691 
published  a  work  advocating  the  singing  of  *'  Psalms  and  Hymns  and 
Spiritual  Soligs."  It  met  with  bitter  opposition.  Some  of  his  people 
on  this  account  withdrew  and  founded  the  Maze  Pond  church,  and  pro- 
hibited singing  in  their  worship. 

The  difficulty  iDoreaslng,  it  woa  resolTed  to  refer  the  boslnew  to  the  next  AmocIa- 
tlon  (Tasrly  HeetinK  ot  the  Six  Principle  Baptist  Chnrchee)  U  Sw&naea.  But  when  tbe 
caae  was  preaented,  the  ABaociation,  after  a  full  hearing  on  both  ■Idet,  agreed  thM  they 
lutd  no  right  to  determine,  and  that  the  chnrch  moat  act  for  themselve*.  Th«  next 
chnrch  meeting,  which  waa  in  October,  was  nncommonly  fnll.  All  matteri  telaUva  to 
the  Prealdent  were  luUy  debated,  and  by  a  much  greater  majority  were  detenniDed  Itt 
his  favor.  It  waa  then  agreed  that  all  should  alt  down  at  the  Lord's  Table  the  UQEt 
Sabbath,  which  wm  accordingly  done.  But  at  the  Bubaequent  communion  aeuon,  Mr. 
Winaor  declined  administering  the  ordinance,  asaignlng  for  a  reason,  that  a  number  of 
the,  brethren  were  dlssatlaSed.  April  18,  17T1,  being  church  meeting,  Mr.  Winaor 
appeared  and  produced  a  paper  aigned  by  a  number  of  membera  llTing  out  of  town, 
dated  Johnston,  Feb.  27,  ITTl,  In  which  they  say : — 

Brethren  and  Slater* :    We  must  In  conaclence  withdraw  ourselves  from  all  who  do 

>  ne  curknia  oa  this  anbject  may  be  Interested  In  reading  the  iltlea  of  aonw  of  theae  mrki ; — 
"Aaawer  to  Rlohard  Anea'*  Bataj  to  proT<  that  Singing  la  a  Clirlatlan  Oaty."  Bf  Richard 
Clarldge.  llmo.  Load.,  lan  ;>■  Blngtng  proved  to  be  ■  Holy  Ordlnuioe  ot  Jaaiu  Christ."  B;  iter, 
BenjanlD  Reach.  Sro.  I.ond.,Un;  "The  Oontroverale  of  BlnglBg  brought  to  au  End."  By  laaao 
Mallow,  ISmo.  Loiid..iaBB; '-BrlefAniiiudTersloDs  on  Allen-a  Easaj  onSlBgtng."  By  WlUlatn 
BoMell,!!.  D.    IBno.    I.ond.,laM. 
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not  bold  strictly  to  th«  Six  Pdaoiptesot  th«  doctrine  of  Christ,  as  laid  down  In  Hebrews 
vi.  1  and  2. 

At  a  church  meeting  held  May  30, 1771,  Mr.  Wlnsor  made  n  second  declamtlon,  th>t 
he  withdrew  Irom  the  ohutch  At  Providence,  and  that  he  ehould  break  breMl  in  John- 
ston (en  adjacent  town),  wbicb  be  accordingly  did  the  Srst  EiOrd's  day  in  Jane,  and 
contiDoed  hd  to  do. 

In  the  languf^  of  Knight,  he,  with  Deftcon  John  Dyer,  and  others, 
withdrew  "and  set  up  a  separate  church  and  communion."  The  num- 
ber of  original  members  is  stated  to  have  been  eighty-seven.  -  These 
could  not  all  have  withdrawn  from  the  Providence  church,  as  that  would 
have  left  but  a  small  minoritj-  of  thirty-one.  Backus,  who  was  inti- 
mate with  Manning,  and  knew  all  the  facts,  thus  states  the  case :  — 
"  Samuel  Winsor  succeeded  his  &ther  in  the  care  of  the  church,  from 
1759  until  1771,  when  he  and  a  minor  part  of  the  church  drew  oEF,  on 
account  of  differing  sentimenta  concerning  the  doctrines  of  grace,  and 
singing  in  public  worship  then  introduced  (which  was  a  return  to  the 
first  principles  of  the  church),  and  he  and  his  followers  formed  another 
church  in  Johnston."  This  church  has  long  ceased  to  exist,  but  the 
recordt)  are  preserved,  and  the  building  where  they  worshipped  is  still 
standing. 

The  charcb  remaining  In  Providence  applied  to  tfae  Rev.  Gardner  Tbnrston,  of  New- 
port, for  advice.  In  conseqnence  of  advice  received.  It  was  resolved  to  apply  to  the 
Kev.  Job  and  Russell  Mason,  of  Swansea,  to  come  and  administer  tbe  Lord's  Supper. 
Accordingly  a  letter  was  sent  signed  by  Daniel  Jenckes,  Esq.,  Deacon  Ephraim 
Wheaton,  and  others,  bearing  date  Jnne  10,  ITTl.  To  this  letter  the  following  answer 
was  received;-— 

SwAMSKA,  Jane  28,  ITTl. 

To  tbe  Brethren  and  Sisters  In  the  town  ol  Providenoe,  not  long  since  under  the  care 
of  Elder  Samuel  Wlnsor,  but  now  forsaken  by  him,  we  send  greeting,  wishing  all 
grace,  mercy,  and  peace  mayabound  toward  yon  all,  throngh  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ. 

Whereas  you  have  sent  a  request  tor  one  of  us  to  break  bread  among  yon,  we  laid 
your  request  before  oar  church  meeting ;  and  there  being  bnt  few  members  present,  and 
we  not  being  able  to  know  what  the  event  of  such  a  proceeding  might  be  at  this  time, 
thlnklt  not  expedient  for  us  tocomeand  break  bread  with  you.    And  whereas  yon  have 
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r«ceivBd  Mr.  Muming  into  your  fellowship,  Mid  oslled  blm  to  the  work  of  pteacbing 
(be  being  ordained),  we  know  not  bat  hj  the  aMue  rals  be  id>7  admintiter  the  Lord's 
Sapper.  But  whether  It  will  be  moat  expedient  for  yon  to  omit  the  »d ministration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  considering  the  present  clrcumstknces  of  the  case,  until  the  Associa- 
tion (Yearly  Meeting),  we  most  leave  you  to  Judge.  No  more  U  present,  but  desiring 
yon  would  seek  Ood  for  wisdom  to  direct  yon  in  this  affair,  hoping  you  will  have  the 
glory  of  God.  the  credit  of  our  holy  religion,  and  the  comfort  of  his  children  at  heart  in 
•11  yonr  proceedings.    Farewell. 

Job  Mason,  j 

„  f  Eld»rt. 

RnssBLL  Hason,  1 

In  consequence  of  the  above  advice,  the  church  appointed  a  meeting  to  coanlclec 
the  propriety  of  calling  President  Manning  to  admlutster  ordinances  to  the  cbnrch; 
whereupon  the  following  resolution  was  formed  ;  — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Old  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  in  ctiuroh 
meeting  assembled  this  31st  day  of  Jnly,  ITTl,  Daniel  Jenckes.  Esq.,  jooderator: 
Whereas,  Elder  Samuel  Winsor,  now  of  Johnston,  has  withdrawn  himself,  and  a  <;on- 
■Iderable  number  of  members  of  thla  chnrch,  from  their  communion  with  us  who  live 
ttt  town ;  and  we,  being  destitute  of  a  minister  to  administer  the  ordinances  amongat 
us,  have  met  together  in  order  to  choose  and  appoint  a  snltable  person  for  this  purpose. 
Upon  due  oonslileratlon,  the  members  choose  and  appoint  Elder  James  Manning  to 
preach  and  administer  the  communion  according  to  our  former  usage. 

To  the  above  resolve  Mr.  Manning  returned  the  following  answer;  — 

As  the  chorcb  Is  destitute  of  an  administrator,  and  think  the  cause  of  religion 
■ofTers  through  the  neglect  of  the  ordinances  of  Ood's  house,  I  consent  to  undertake 
(o  administer  pro  (ampore;  that  Is,  until  there  maybe  a  more  full  disquisition  of  the 
matter,  or  time  to  seek  other  help ;  at  least,  until  time  may  prove  whether  It  will  be 
consistent  with  my  other  engagements,  and  for  the  general  Interests  of  religion. 

TbiB  answer  being  accepted,  Mr.  Manning  was  appointed  Pastor 
of  the  church  pro  tempore.  The  salary  at  first  was  £50.  In  1786 
this  was  doubled,  to  provide  a  temporary  supply,  Mr.  Manning  being 
this  year  in  Congress.  In  1T88  the  salary  was  increased  to  X150,  one- 
third  to  be  raised  by  pew  tax,  and  the  remainder  by  assessment  on  the 
private  property  of  members  of  the  church  and  society. 

At  the  General  Meeting  (Tearly  Meeting)  held  September  S( 
pat,  "  Whether  those  members  who  withdrew  with  Mr.  Wlnsoc,  o 
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be  coQsldarBd  the  Old  Charcti,"  wbereupoa  the  brethren  m«etliig  in  ProTidence  were 
acknowledged  the  Old  Church ;  but  it  was  agreed  that  the  Auodatloii  (Yaarly  Meeting) 
would  hold  commiinioD  with  both  ebnrohee  eo  long  •■  they  wklked  agreeably  to  the 
Goapel.' 

Thua  commenced  a  relation,  which,  through  Tarious  vicuisitades  and 
triak,  incident  to  the  diaturbed  times  that  soon  followed,  continued, 
with  credit  to  the  Pastor  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  church  and 
congregation,  down  to  a  short  period  before  Mr.  Manning's  death,  in 
1791.  At  first  his  preaching  was  not  attended  with  marked  reaulte. 
But  in  1774  a  remarkable  revival  of  religion  attended  his  labors,  as  the 
fruits  of  which  one  hundred  and  four  persons  were  added  to  the  church 
in  the  couree  of  fifteen  months.  "  It  is  delightful,"  says  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hague  in  his  Historical  Discourse,  "  to  place  ourselves  in  imagination 
amidst  the  scenes  of  that  year, — to  picture  before  us  the  able  and 
faithful  preacher  who  then  officiated  here  as  he  stood  up  amidst  the 
large  assemblies  of  the  people  who  thronged  around  him,  listening,  as 
they  did,  to  the  gospel  with  intense  attention,  as  a  messf^^  from  the 
skies — the  very  word  of  God,  which  worketh  effectually  in  them  that 
believe,  — to  mark  the  lively  interest  which  was  kindled  in  every  bosom 
and  beamed  from  every  eye,  as  one  after  another  came  forth  *  on  the 
side  of  the  Lord,'  and  professed  his  Mth  in  public  baptism, — to  con- 
template the  fresh  springs  of  spiritual  life  which  were  then  opened  in 
many  a  house  when  Uie  family  altar  was  first  erected  there,  and 
parents  and  children  bowed  tt^ther  to  worship  the  Common  Father 
and  Redeemer  in  spirit  and  in  truth." 

And  now  the  little  meeting-house,  erected  in  1726,  was  too  small 
to  accommodate  the  crowds  that  flocked  to  hear  the  *' New  Light" 
preaching  of  the  eloquent  and  accomplished  President  of  the  College. 
A  new  house  of  wotsbip  was  needed.  The  a^  of  progress  and  improve- 
ment had  indeed  commenced.     The  resolute  and  enterprising  spirit  of 

'  The  appolntmeixt  ot  Kumlug  u  putor  pro  tampon  of  the  ohurchi  and  the  formation  of  anew 
ebnrcb  In  JohDUon.  nalnrally  retultad  In  the  allenatloa  of  Elder  Wlmor  from  the  CoUtfce  orw 
which  llannlaE  preilded.  He  oontlnoad  a  craitae  nntU  ITSl,  although  hli  nauM  doea  not  wpaar 
In  the  reoorda  ol  the  Corporation  as  an  attendant  upon  the  meatlngi  after  ITTO.    He  died  In  latS. 
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the  Browns  had  prevailed  in  the  eiectioii  of  the  College  building  on  the 
hill,  and  the  same  spirit  was  now  manifest  in  the  church.  It  was  detei^ 
mined  to  build  another  house,  and  with  a  view  to  the  accommodatioD 
of  the  College,  to  construct  it  in  such  a  style  of  elegance,  and  of  such 
dimensions,  as  should  surpass  any  edifice  of  the  kind  connected  with 
the  Baptist  denomination  throughout  the  country. 

In  looking  over  the  records  of  the  Baptist  Society  we  find  that  at  a 
meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Daniel  Cahoon,  on  Friday  evening, 
February  11,  1774,  it  was 

E«lottitd,  ThM  we  will  all  heartily  nnite,  u  one  man,  in  all  lawful  ways  and  meana 
to  promote  th«  goad  ol  the  Society ;  and  particularly  to  attend  to  and  roTlve  the  affair 
ol  'bnllding  a  meetiug-houae,  for  the  pnblic  worship  of  Almighty  Ood,  and  also  loc 
holding  Commencement  in. 

"That  we  will  all  heartily  unite  as  one  man."  An  enterprise 
commenced  in  this  spirit  could  hardly  fail  of  success.  From  the  tenor 
of  the  resolutaon  it  appears  that  tJiey  had  previously  made  a  movement 
for  a  new  house.  According  to  Staples,  the  town  in  January,  1778, 
had  granted  the  Society  a  lot,  sixteen  rods  by  twenty,  to  be  laid  out 
on  the  site  opposite  Steeple  Street,  where  in  later  years  the  Cove  was 
located.  It  is  very  doubtful.  Staples  adds,  whether  the  Society  had  any 
intention  of  occupying  this  lot.  The  tradition  is  that  it  then  had  in 
view  the  lot  on  which  the  present  house  stands,  which  belonged  to  John 
Angell,  being  improved  by  him  as  an  orchard.  Angell  was  a  rigid 
"Crortonist;"  and  it  was  thought  that  he  would  not  sell  the  orchard 
to  be  used  as  a  site  for  a  Baptist  meeting-house,  upon  any  consideration. 
After  the  aforesiud  grant  of  the  town,  the  Society  employed  William 
Rnssell,  who  had  been  a  prominent  attendant  upon  the  Episcopal  wor- 
ship, to  purchase  the  orchard  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  erecting 
opon  it  a  private  mansion.  Mr.  Russell  afterwards  conveyed  it  to  the 
Society,  who  thus  obeyed  the  injunction,  "  Be  ye  wise  as  serpents." 

The  next  meeting  was  held  three  days  later  at  the  house  of  Joseph 
Brown,  at  which  Manning  was  chosen  moderator,  and  James  Arnold 
clerk.     At  this  meeting  it  was 
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Raotetd,  That  a  new  lot  be  proound  on  which  to  bnild  a  usw  meeUng'honBe,  pro- 
Tided  one  can  be  had  on  auitable  Mnne;  thAt  Hi.'Wllltun  Rusaall  be  requested  to 
pnrchaae  a  lot  (or  the  above  pnrpoae;  that  this  Socletf  will  abide  bjand  perform  what- 
ever contract  or  contracts  the  said  Mr.  Ruseall  shall  make,  respecting  a  lot  or  lota,  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Russell  lost  no  time  in  executing  his  oommission.  The  orchud 
was  purchased  at  once  and  conveyed  to  the  Society.  Two  days  lat«r, 
Febi-uary  16th,  another  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Brown, 
Manoing  being  moderator,  at  which  it  was 

lUtalved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  Wllllsm  Bosaell,  for 
bis  very  acceptable  and  Important  services  to  the  Society  in  purchasing  a  lot  of  land  of 
Hr,  John  Angell  for  them. 

The  old  house  and  lot  were  sold  at  public  auction  to  John  Brown 
for  X420  lawful  money.  Of  this  sum  X200  were  paid  to  the  new  church 
in  Johnston  as  its  "  rightful  share  "  of  the  proceeds.  The  new  ajid 
spacious  lot,  bounded  by  what  is  at  present  Thomas  Street  on  the  north. 
Benefit  Street  on  the  east,  Watfirrnan  Street  on  the  south,  and  North 
Main  Street  ou  the  west,  was  in  the  very  centre  of  the  population 
of  the  town  on  the  east  side  of  the  bridge  at  that  time.  Meetings  in 
succession  were  now  held,  at  which  Manning  continued  to  preside.  A 
committee  of  two  persons,  Messrs.  Joseph  Brown  and  Jonathan  Ham- 
mond, were  appointed  to  go  to  Boston  "  as  soon  as  may  be  to  view  the 
different  churches  and  meeting-houses  there,  and  to  make  a  memoran- 
dum of  their  several  dimensions  and  forms  of  architecture."  Mr. 
Nicholas  Brown  was  appointed  to  procure  of  Mr.  Russell  a  deed  of  the 
lot.  Mr.  Joseph  Brown,  Jonathan  Hammond,  and  Comfort  Wheaton 
were  appointed  to  make  &  draft  of  the  house ;  Messrs.  John  Jenckes, 
Nicholas  Brown,  Joseph  Brown,  and  otheis  to  procure  oak  timber ;  and 
John  Brown  was  to  buy  for  the  society  the  whole  or  a  part  of  Mr. 
Amaziah  Waterman's  land  adjoining  the  society's  premises.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  meeting-house,  at  which  Mr.  Manning  was  moderator, 
and  Benjamin  St«Ue  served  as  clerk,  it  was 
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Besolvtd,  That  ft  petition  b«  presented  to  the  Honorable  Qenarkl  AMembly,  prkjiax 
that  B  chartei  containing  certain  privileges  and  Immunities  m«7  be  granted  to  said 

That  the  Rev.  James  Manning,  Bphraim  Wheaton,  Kloholas  Brown,  David  Howell, 
and  Benjamin  Thurber,be  acommltee  to  draft  a  plan  o(  a  oharter.and  present  the  same 
to  the  societ;  tot  approbation,  as  soon  as  ma;  be. 

That  Hr.  John  Brown  l>e  the  Committee  man  for  carryiDg  on  the  bnilding  of  the  new 
meeting-house  for  said  society. 

That  HeUTB.  John  Jenckes,  Daniel  Gaboon,  Ephraim  Wheaton,  Nathaniel  Wheaton, 
Dsaiel  Tlllinghast,  Joseph  Brown,  William  Bnuell,  Edward  Thnrber,  Nicholas  Brown, 
Christopher  Sheldon.aDdBenJamiuThnrber.thej  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  a  stand- 
ing committee,  to  assist  and  advise  with  Mr.  John  Brown,  In  locating  and  carrjriDg  into 
execution  the  bnilding  of  the  new  meeting-house,  and  any  other  bnslness  that  may  be 
thought  necessary  during  the  recess  of  the  society,  and  that  said  committee  meet  every 
Honda;  evening. 

ThuB,  while  a  large  committee  of  eleven  was  chosen  for  assistance 
and  advice,  the  canying  on  of  the  building  and  the  execution  of  the 
plans  was  wisely  left  to  a  committee  of  one.  There  was  henoe  a  unity 
of  purpose,  and  a  success  in  the  final  results,  which  a  large  and  divided 
committee  could  never  have  attained.  In  this  matter  our  fathers  have 
left  on  record  an  example  which  societies  of  the  present  day  may  do  well 
to  imitate.  It  is  pleasing  to  notice,  in  this  record,  the  unlimited  confi- 
dence reposed  in  the  abilities  and  discretion  of  Mr.  Brown.  Had  there 
been  informers  in  those  days  of  trial  and  peril,  the  large  reward  offered 
by  the  British  government  for  the  apprehension  of  the  author  of,  or 
leader  in,  the  destruction  of  the  Qaapee,  two  years  previous,  might  have 
seriously  interfered  with  the  plans  of  the  society. 

In  order  to  defray  the  additional  expense  of  purchasing  a  lot  and  of 
building  a  house  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  the  College,  recourse 
was  had  to  a  lottery.  This,  as  we  have  already  remarked  in  a  previous 
chapter,  was  in  accordance  with  the  universal  practice  of  rel^ous  soci- 
eties, in  Rhode  Island  and  elsewhere,  at  this  period.'     The  lottery  was 

t  It  Bsy  ba  Interesting  to  note  tbs  following  items  respecting  lotteriss,  taken  from  Arnold's 
ffietory  of  Bbode  Island ;  — June  IS,  ITSZ,  Lotteries  sapprsssed by  statate.  Xeason;  "  By  tliaas 
«»lawfBl famsa  alled)aM«rlss,maiiy p«oplab>*«b««nleiilntaBfoollskaEpsnseof  meney."    Nor. 
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divided  into  six  classes,  and  tihe  time  and  place  of  drawing  each  were 
notified  in  the  Providence  Oaxette.  Eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy  tickets  were  sold,  at  prices  ranging  from  two  and  one  half  to 
five  dollars  each.  The  sum  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  scheme  was 
two  thousand  pounds  lawful  money,  or  about  seven  thousand  doUara. 
The  maoageis  appointed  by  the  General  Aesembly  were  Nicholas 
Brown,  John  Jenckes,  William  Russell,  Benjamin  Thurber,  Edward 
Thurber,  Nathaniel  Wheaton,  Daniel  Tillinghast,  William  Holroyd, 
Jamee  Arnold,  and  Nicholas  Power.  In  their  announcement  of  June  25, 
1774,  they  ask  for  the  "  cheerful  assistance  and  encour^ement  of  the 
public,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  this  is  the  first  time  the 
Baptist  society  have  solicited  their  assistance  in  this  way,  which  they  can 
assure  them  would  not  now  have  been  the  case  had  they  not  purchased 
as  much  more  land,  and  designed  a  house  as  much  larger  than  the  soci- 
ety required  for  their  own  use  (purposely  to  accommodate  public  Com- 
mencements), as  will  amount  to  the  full  sum  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
this  lottery." 

On  Monday,  August  29tii,  was  the  '^raising  "  of  the  new  meeting- 
house, due  notice  of  which  had  been  g^ven  in  the  papers.  A  large 
crowd  a^embled,  and  the  occasion  seems  to  have  been  a  general  holiday 
throughout  the  town. 

During  the  following  year  the  house  was  so  far  completed  that  it 
was  occupied  by  the  society.     It  was  opened  for  public  worship  on 

38.  ITM.  Lottery  lyitam  deDoonoBd  b]t  the  legiilatorg  la  1TS2,  now  tegftllied.  Bcbeme  of  dS,OM 
■llowed  for  Werbonet  bridge  in  ProrldoDoe.  Feb.  K,  17W.  Lottery  eraoted  by  Oenenl  AnemblT 
for  psTing  itreets  of  Newport.  Jui.  B,  1T4B.  For  relief  of  Joiepta  Fox,  >  prieoner  for  debt  In  New- 
port. Feb.  31,176:1.  For  pkTlng  itreeti  of  Newport.  Oct.  K,  ITU.  For  Ouieblas  end  fnrolililnc 
OOort-lionM  at  Oreenwlcb.  Aug.  23,  ITW.  For  rapalrlng  Fort  Qeorge.  Dec.  M,  ITSB.  For  rebnlld- 
tng  ooart-hoosa  et  ProTldence,  end  for  the  pnbUc  Ubrarj.  June  11, 1TSB.  For  erecting  n  Meeonle 
lull  at  Newport.  Feb.  ra,1TBl.  For  paflug  atreete  In  Newport,  and  in  ProvldeDoe.  Oct.  28,  ITU. 
For  bolldlng  e  meetinK-botue  in  Jobnetoa,  and  for  ""*'"b  a  passage  aroand  Pawtucket  Falta. 
Hucb  28. 17S2.  For  rsbaildlng  eCores  on  long  wharf .  Newport.  JnneB,  1T6I.  F»r  a  Dew  ateaple  on 
Trinity  cbnrcb, Newport.  Aug.  IB.lTTl.  For  a  market-bonw  In  Providence.  "  Tbli  mode  of  railing 
DODeyforallpnipoeee,  cItU  and  leligloae."  aayi  Arnold '■  had  now  become  »  common,  that  acarcel; 
»  aeealon  of  the  General  Aatemblr  accuired  witlioat  one  or  more  of  these  giantj  being  made." 
Oct.,  17T2.  Lotterlee  for  cbnrchea,  Including  St.  John'i,  Provldenoe.  Jane,  IITI.  Flrtt  BaptiM 
dmrch,  PtoTldence.  Haicta  31,  ittt.  In  addition  to  the  loan  offloe,  Congreai  had  ettabliibed  lot- 
terlee to  ralee  fnnds  to  itiitaln  tbe  credit  of  the  Continental  billi. 
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Snndfty,  Ma;f  28,  1775,  when  Presideat  MaDDtng  preached  the  dedica- 
tion discourse,  from  GeneaiB  xzviii.  17, — "Aad  he  was  afmid,  and 
said,  How  dreadful  is  this  place  I  This  is  none  other  hut  the  house  of 
God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven."  On  Tuesday,  June  6th,  following, 
the  raising  of  the  steeple,  which  occupied  nearly  four  days,  was  finished. 
The  plan  of  this  most  elegant  piece  of  arcliitecture  was  taken  from  the 
middle  figure  in  the  thirtietii  plate  of  Gibbs's  *'  Designs  of  Buildings  and 
Omamente,'  representing  the  steeple  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  one 
of  the  finest  churches  in  London.  It  measures  one  hundred  and  eight 
feet  from  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet 
from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the  vane.  The  total  height  of  the  steeple 
is  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  feet.  The  hotise  itself  is  eighty  feet 
square.  The  roof  and  galleries  are  supported  bj  twelve  fluted  pillars, 
of  the  Doric  order.  The  weight  of  the  original  bell  was  two  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  and  upon  it  was  the  following  historic 
inscription :  — 

For  fre«doiii  at  cosBclence  the  town  was  flnt  planted ; 
FertnMion,  not  force,  was  used  hjr  the  people ; 

This  chnrch  was  the  eldeet,  and  hae  not  recanted, 
Enloylng  and  granting,  bell,  temple,  and  ateeple. 

The  significance  of  the  concluding  hne  of  this  quaint  inscription  is 
apparent,  when  we  remember  that  in  England  the  Chapels  of  DUsentera 
were  not,  until  within  a  recent  period,  allowed  to  have  either  bell  or 
steeple.  In  the  spring  of  1787  this  bell  was  broken  in  ringing,  and  was 
recast  by  subscription.  The  work  waa'done  at  the  Hope  Furnace,  and 
on  the  new  bell,  which  weighed  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  pounds,  was  inscribed:  —"  This  church  was  formed  A.  D.  ItiSS, 
the  first  in  the  State,  and  the  oldest  of  the  Baptisbt  in  America."  "  For 
fifty-seven  years,"  says  Arnold,  iu  his  one  hundredth  aoniversary 
address,  "this  bell  continued  on  every  week  day  to  sound  its  peaceful 

■  Aa  old  copy  of  tbta  work,  itated  to  be  ths  one  oaed  In  bnlldlnt  the  ohnrdi,  wai  lately  In  the 
pniimlon  of  the  Meaar*.  Ttof  ley.    Ilia  writer  hw  bem  permitted  to  examine  It  at  tbelr  marble 
D  BoBtb  HalD  Street.    Jame*  Oibba  waa  tbe  moat  eminent  mcoeMor  of  Sir  Cbrlitupber 
i,and  St.  Martlo'ili  onaof  themoatoalebratodof  Ui  work!.    For  an 
DDden  mnMTstod,"  Vol,  T„  pace  UK. 
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reveille  at  sunrise,  to  signal  the  hoar  of  noon,  and  at  nine  o'clock,  like 
the  English  curfew,  it  'tolled  the  knell  of  parting  day,'  while  on  Sun- 
days it  called  th«  people  to  the  house  of  prayer  and  praise.  It  was 
remarkable  for  the  clearness  and  Bweetnesa  of  its  tone."  In  March, 
1844,  it  was  broken  and  recast.  The  work  was  poorly  done,  and  in 
September  following  it  had  to  he  Hgtan  recast.  There  are  two  inscrip- 
tions on  tiie  bell  at  present.  The  first  reads  as  follows: — *>Thia 
church  was  founded  in  1639,  by  Roger  Williams,  its  first  pastor,  and 
the  first  asserter  of  liberty  of  conscience."  On  the  opposite  side  is 
inscribed  i  — 

This  bell  wu  imported  from  BugUnd  in  1TT5. 

Recast  at  Hope  Fariiace,  R.  I.,  in  IIST. 

Again  recast,  in  Boston,  1814, 

By  HeniyK  Hooper  &  Co.    . 

With  the  first  bell  came  also  a  clock,  whiob,  for  generations,  was 
to  hold  the  position  of  "the  town  clock,"  for  such  it  soon  became.  In 
May,  1786,  Mr.  John  Brown  was  appointed  a  committee,  ss  appears 
from  the  records,  to  apply  to  the  Town  Council  for  an  allowance  to  the 
sexton  for  winding  the  clock.  After  having  done  service  for  a  century 
it  was  stopped  at  noon.  May  2,  1873,  the  black  wooden  dials  with  gilt 
figures  were  taken  down,  and  a  new  clock  with  illuminated  dials,  the 
gift  of  Henry  C.  Packard,  took  its  place. 

The  main  or  front  entrance  of  the  building  is  on  the  west  facing 
North  Main  Street.  A  door  also  opens  on  the  north  side,  and  another 
on  the  south,  while  fronting  Benefit  Street  are  two  entrances.  Thus 
on  Commencement  days  and  on  other  public  occasions  when  the  house 
is  crowded,  it  can  be  readily  and  easily  vacated.  Mr.  Joseph  Brown, 
one  of  the  *'Four  Brothers,"  and  a  member  of  the  church,  was  the 
principal  architect,  and  Mr.  James  Sumner  superintended  the  erection 
of  the  steeple.*     The  entire  expense  of  the  house  and  lot  was  a  little 

I  Howluid,  In  hla  Life  and  Becollectloiia,  itatM  tliat  In  conaeqnence  of  the  Baston  Port  Bill,  no 
veaael  could  enter  the  harbor.  "  The  trade  and  bnainen  of  the  plaoe  of  ooom  ma  at  an  end,  uul 
hnndreda  of  the  Inliabitania  had  to  leaTa  the  town  to  seek  a  UTlng  slaawlMre.  Mau^  of  tb* 
mechanics  and  merchanti  came  to  thia  town,  and  a  number  of  the  carpenten  and  maaona  wera 
•mplojed  to  work  on  the  Flnt  Baptlit  meeting-home,  which  waa  then  bnilding.  One  of  then,  Mr. 
Sumner,  mi  the  chief  engineer  in  erecting  the  hl^  iteepla  of  that  honae,  which  baa  been  mallli 
adjnlred,  and  j«t  itanda  Ann,  thongh  it  quivered  and  trembled  in  the  great  September  gale." 
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over  j67,000,  lawful  money,  or  about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
When  we  consider  the  value  and  scarcity  of  money  in  those  days,  the 
perils  and  dangers  of  a  war  with  the  mother  country  then  impending, 
and  also  the  small  population  of  Providence,  we  are  amazed  at  the 
genius  which  could  conceive,  and  the  enei^,  enterprise,  and  skill 
which  could  successfully  complete  so  great  an  undertaking.  Even 
at  the  present  day,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  a  century  and  a  quarter, 
and  t^e  increase  of  the  population  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand, 
the  venerable  structure,  with  its  tall,  graceful  spire,  and  its  spacious 
enclosure,  shaded  by  stately  elms,  constitutes  one  of  the  chief  attrac- 
tions of  the  city.  In  the  beginning  and  progress  of  this  enterprise,  we 
have  an  illustratdon  of  the  remarkable  influence  which  Manning  must 
have  exerted  over  the  people  of  hia  care. 

We  may  here  note  in  passing  some  changes  which  have  been  made. 
For  many  years  the  basement  was  let  as  a  cellar,  and  the  house  was  a 
long  time  in  reaching  a  finished  condition.  In  1787  the  steeple  "was 
painted,  and  three  years  later  sixty  pews  were  put  in  the  galleries.  In 
1792,  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Brown,  then  a  young  man,  gave  two  thousand 
dollars  for  a  lot  and  parsonage,  and  his  sister,  Hope,  gave  the  painting 
of  the  interior  of  the  house,  with  the  glass  chandeliers.  In  1802  the 
basement  ceased  to  be  let  as  a  cellar,  and  was  fitted  up  hy  the  church 
for  its  use  in  worship.  In  1807  a  singing  school  was  formed,  and  the 
next  year  the  west  galleiy  was  altered  so  as  to  accommodate  a  choir. 
In  1884  the  organ,  which  for  seventeen  yeara  had  been  desired  by  many 
of  the  Society,  was  obtained  through  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Brown, 
who  also  presented  the  handsome  clock  which  hangs  below  it.  In  1SS2 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  original  square  pews  and  the  aisles 
that  crossed  from  door  to  door  were  removed,  and  the  present  lon^ 
pews,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  in  number,  were  constructed.  The 
aonnding  board  was  taken  away,  and  t^e  high,  old-fashioned  pulpit 
gave  place  to  one  of  modem  style.  Rooms  were  also  made  in  the  south- 
east and  northeast  comers  of  the  basement  for  the  infant  school  and 
Bible  class.  In  1887  the  vestry  was  reconstructed.  But  by  far  the 
greatest  improvement  was  in  the  years  1857-1868,  when  the  grounds 
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were  excavated  aad  the  lecture  room  wafi  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  twelve 
l^oussnd  dollars.  Recently,  during  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  T. 
Edwin  Brown,  an  addition  was  built  on  Uie  east  side  of  the  house.  Great 
changes  have  also  been  made  in  the  grounds.  The  original  lot  was  an 
apple  orchard,  to  which  was  added  the  land  adjoining  on  the  south, 
belonging  to  Amaziah  Waterman.  In  1791  the  whole  land,  which 
until  then  had  remained  open,  was  enclosed  with  a  fence.  In  1793 
tee  feet  were  thrown  oat  on  the  east  side  to  widen  Benefit  Street.  For 
this  the  Society  was  allowed  by  the  town  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
In  18S0  elm  trees  took  the  place  of  the  poplars.  In  1809  the  yard  was 
paved  on  the  south  side  from  the  door  to  the  gate.  In  1852  a  brick 
sidewalk  was  laid  on  the  west  front.  In  1867  ten  feet  were  taken 
from  the  south  side  to  widen  President,  now  Waterman  Street.  A 
strip  was  also  taken  from  ihe  west  front  on  North  Main  Street.  The 
straightening  of  NorUi  Main  Street  in  1868,  led  to  a  further  alteration 
of  the  west  line.  The  unsightly  wooden  buildings  at  the  southwest 
comer  of  the  lot,  which  had  stood  for  nearly  seventy  years,  were  in 
1867  taken  down,  and  a  broad,  brick  sidewalk  was  laid  on  the  south 
line. 

The  accompanying  engraving,  taken  from  Rippon's  Baptist  Regis- 
ter, represents  the  church  as  it  *bs  in  1789,  before  any  material  altera- 
tions had  been  made  in  the  grounds  or  bnilding.  It  first  appeared  in 
the  Massachusetts  Magazine  for  August,  1789.  The  dwelling  on  the 
north  was  the  house  of  the  first  Nicholas  Brown,'  with  whom  Manning 
held  such  intimat«  relations.  The  lane  as  represented  in  the  engraving 
is  now  Thomas  Street.  A  fine  steel  engraving  in  the  '*  Documentary 
History  of  Brown  University,"  represents  the  church  as  it  appears  to- 
day. 

Sunday  morning,  May  28, 1865,  just  ninety  yeara  after  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  house,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Caldwell,  then  pastor  of 

I  From  Um  Bacoid  of  IMeda  at  tba  City  Hall,  it  appteri  tbM  tha  NIcholM  Brown  dvelltag.  aftor 
tbe  ownar'*  daoeaM,  came  into  tba  poweMlan  of  bl«  brothor,  Hoaai.  who  In  turn  desdad  It  to  Ua 
taa,  Ubadlah,  tor  a  dwalllng.  It  la  now  amed  by  Mr*.  ThomM,  widow  of  Hiram  H.  Hiamaa,  and  la 
ooonpisd  by  tbe  "  noTldaDca  Art  Clab." 
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the  church,  preached  aa  historical  discourse  which  waa  afterwards  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form.  An  extract  from  Uiis  disooutse  may  fitly  close 
the  present  account :  — 

Von  can  follow  the  eighty-two  Commenceinenta  with  which  thlg  honie  Is  aMOolnted 
in  the  memory  at  ao  many  children  of  the  College ;  yon  wonld  like  to  review  the  great 
pnbUc  erente  which  hmve  here  been  commemorMed,  — the  treaty  of  peace  in  1TS3,  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitntlon  in  1790,  the  death  of  Washington  in  1800;  the  civic  and 
religiooH  ocoaelona,  when,  In  praise  and  prayer,  when,  In  Jubilee  or  humiliation,  the 
people  have  here,  aa  la  some  common  temple,  acknowledged  the  Ood  of  power  and 

There  are  the  oommon  aa  well  aa  nncommon  daya  and  Sahbacha ;  the  words  of  how 
many  lipa,  once  eloquent  with  authority  and  persuaalon,  now  hnahed  in  death.  What 
a  history  Is  enclosed  within  these  walls  I  What  a  shadowy  proceasiou  of  peraons  and 
events  going  in  and  ont  here,  —  funerals  and  weddings  and  baptiama ;  sermona  whoae 
memory  lingers  yet,  whose  Influence  will  never  die;  and  then  the  more  spiritual  and 
interior  events  and  experiences  which  have  passed  through  the  aouls  of  theae  three 
generationa ;  the  souls  which  have  here  bowed  to  the  authority  of  God,  and  melted  into 
love  before  the  Savior's  cross  here  lifted  up  to  faith ;  the  vows,  uttered  and  unattered. 
In  which  they  have  given  themselves  to  God  and  to  duty ;  the  viewless  winds  of  the 
Spirit  breathing  here,  and  leaving  bleeaed  fruits  which  ripen  glorious  and  abundant  in 
the  house  not  made  with  handa  I 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  the  2d  of  May,  1774,  a 
committee,  of  which  Manning  was  chairman,  presented  a  draft  for  a 
charter,  which  was  adopted,  and  officers  were  elected,  viz. :  Moderator, 
Nicholas  Brovm ;  Treasurer,  Daniel  Cahoon ;  Clerk,  Benjamin  Stelle.* 
The  General  Assembly  met  two  dayia  later  and  incorporated  the  peti- 
tioners as  **The  Ct^ritable  Baptist  Society."  This  was  the  fifth 
church  charter  granted  in  the  history  of  the  Colony,  the  others  being 
Trinity  Church,  Newport  (1769),   First  Congregational,  Providence 

1  Mr.  Stelle,  aa  has  already  bean  stated,  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Inao  Stelle.  a  graduate  of  the 
College  of  New  Jersey,  and  Id  17M  tbe  teacher  of  a  LMtn  Sohool  In  Provldanae.  His  daughter, 
BlaiT  Boven,  was  Che  >aoaDd  wife  of  Han.  Nlcholu  Brawn,  hli  flnt  wifa,  Annie  Cuter,  having 
died  JoiH  lA,  1798,  Tbe  tallowliig,  whiob  we  cop^  from  the  ProBidenee  Oatttte  tor  Aug.  U.  1T70,  Is 
Interesting  aa  a  partal  (he  record  of  thoweuly  daya:  — "Benjamin  Bawgn  and  Benjamin  Stelle 
conttnne  to  make  and  sell  cbocolatebj  the  pound,  box.  or  bondred  weight,  etc.  At  the  well  known 
ApMheoaiy'a  shop,  jnit  below  the  church,  algu  of  tbe  Oalcorn  and  Mortar." 
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(1770),  Second  Oongregational,  Newport  (1771),  and  St.  John's,  Provi- 
dence, (1772).  The  preamble  to  this  charter  describes  the  petitionee 
as  "  being  the  oldest  Christian  church  in  the  State  or  Colony,  and  pro- 
fessing  to  believe  that  water  baptism  ought  to  be  administered  by 
imniersioii  only,  and  that  professed  believers  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  no 
others,  are  proper  subjects  of  the  same."  In  this  preamble,  in  which 
we  see  the  guiding  hand  of  Manning,  are  embodied  two  of  the  dis- 
tinctive dogmas  of  Baptist  faith,  viz. :  the  mode  of  administering  the 
ordinance  of  baptism,  and  the  qualifications  essential  in  its  candidates. 
The  question  as  to  priority  of  date,  which  we  have  discussed  in  the  first 
part  of  this  chapter,  would  seem  to  be  settled  so  far  as  the  belief  of  the 
Charitable  Baptist  Society,  as  here  expressed,  is  concerned. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Charitable  Baptist  Society  after  its 
incorporation,  held  on  the  13th  of  June,  there  was  presented  a  state- 
ment of  principles  deserving  of  notice.  It  is  contained  in  t^e  preamble 
to  the  "form  of  subscription  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund,"  and 
reads  as  follows :  — 

Said  charter  doth  not  empower  them  to  Tolae  anrmonles  for  the  uses  apeclfied  other- 
wise then  b;  voluntary  HubacriptlonH,  contribatlons,  legacies,  and  donaUous,  which 
clause  In  said  charter  Is  moat  especially  agreeable  to  the  minds  and  prlndplea  of  said 
Baptist  chnrch  and  congregation,  they  being  the  successors  and  deacendanta  o(  the  first 
Christian  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  who  flee  hither  to  enjoy,  and  to  secnte  to  them- 
selves  and  posterity,  Kellgious,  as  well  as  Civil  Liberty,  more  fully  and  amply  than  they 
could  in  any  other  part  of  the  British  dominions ;  And  being  desirous  therein  still  to 
continue  and  preserve  Inviolate  that  Religious  Liberty,  not  only  procured  at  so  dear  a 
rate  tor  them  by  their  pious  ancestors,  and  transmitted  down  through  many  generations 
unto  the  present  day,  but  also  authorized  and  established  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  Head 
and  only  Law  Giver  to  His  Church,  and,  being  a  natural  right,  wbich  God  himself, 
the  Creator  and  Qovernor  of  the  Dniverse.  has  bestowed  on  evety  individual  o(  the 
human  race,  most  fully,  freely,  and  amply  to  enjoy  the  llbect;  of  ooosQlence  and  prlvato 
Judgment  in  whatever  refers  immediately  to  His  worship.  In  that  He  hath  assured  ns 
that  each  one  must  give  an  account  for  himself  unto  Ood. 

Here  then,  says  Arnold,  whom  we  gladly  quote  in  conclusion  :  — 

We  have  a  declaration  of  principles  which,  at  this  day,  are  readily  enough  assented 
to  by  nearly  all  the  Christian  churche8,but  which,  a  century  ago,  were  no  less  distinctly 
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Baptist  than  an  the  doctrine*  T«l«rt«d  to  In  tb«  preamble  of  tlie  chutet.  The  Tolnn- 
t*rj  B^Btem,  the  support  of  pnbllo  worabip  bj'  free  gift  or  self-imposed  taxktlon,  Id 
contrast  with  the  legal  obllgAtloni  elsewhere  enforced,  la  here  clearlr  set  forth  as  a 
fnndameatal  principle  of  the  Baptist  ohnrch.  The  doctrine  of  Soal  Liberty,  the  crown- 
ing dogma  of  the  Beformatlon,  wbloh  came  Itom  'Wlttemberg  to  Rome,  In  the  cloister 
and  the  camp  had  roused  the  spirit  of  all  Europe,  while  yet  its  tme  slgniBcance  was 
bat  dimly  nndemtood,  is  here  declared  to  be  a  natural,  Ood-glTen  right,  to  enjoy  which 
the  ancMtorfl  of  this  chntch  had  fled  tiom  Puritan  perseoutlon,  and  which  their  pos- 
terity are  pledged  to  preserve.  This  broad  doctrine,  In  ita  theological  aspect,  belongs 
to  the  Baptists  as  a  church,  as,  In  Its  political  appUcatloD,  It  pertains  to  Hhode  Island  as 


Id  the  clear  and  positive  eDunciation  of  these  distiiictiTe  principlee, 
MsDQing  shows  Himself  to  have  been  a  not  unworthy  successor  of  the 
immortal  Roger  Williams. 
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Manning's  cotreapondeoce  resumed —■  letter  Irom  John  Ryl&nd— AogastDaToplady— 
Letter  bom  ReT.  IsMtcWoodmui  — Reqaest  tor  k  nkrrMlT*  of  the  College — Playtnl 
letter  to  Smith  — Letter  to  Rev.  Benjamin  Wallin  —  Walltn's  reply  — Presents  his 
works  to  the  Library  —  Letter  to  Ryland  —  Detail  of  tacts  and  InBtances  of  the  Ill- 
will  of  CongregatlonallstB  to  the  CoUeKA  — Rylkod's  memoranda  and  hints  for  Man- 
ning's nse  —  Commencement  tot  1TT3— Objections  to  — Remonstrance  of  the  Senior 
Class  —  Diary  of  Solomon  Drowne,  a  member  of  the  class,  beginning  Jnly  2,  1770, 
and  giving  detailed  account  ot  the  Commencement  exercises  —  Manning's  charge  to 
the  gradnatea— Smith's  dlary-Mesting  ot  the  Corporation— David  Howell  elected 
aFellow  — Extract  (torn  Backus  giving  reasons  why  the  Baptist  chnrches  retosed  to 
give  any  more  Certlfloates  to  the  power  that  oppressed  them — Meeting  of  the  War- 
ren Association  In  Medfield — Circnlar  letter  on  certificates  —  Memoranda  of  Man- 
ning's Joaruej  during  vacation— Letter  trom  Olivet  Hart  respecting  his  son  in 
College  — Letter  to  Ryland- Letter  to  Wallin- Letter  to  Rev.  Abtaham  Booth- 
Letters  to  WalUn. 

Wb  now  resume  Manning's  conespondence.  The  following  is 
Ryland's  reply  to  his  letter  of  Nov.  12,  1772.  It  will  be  found  intei^ 
esting  for  the  account  which  he  gives  of  the  Rev.  Augustus  Toplady, 
a  distinguished  divine  of  the  Established  Church,  and  for  the  sug- 
gestions which  he  makes  in  regard  to  the  honors  of  the  CoU^^ :  — 

NORl-HAHFTOH,  Fsb.  9, 1TT3. 
RxvcKuiD  AMD  Dkjlk  Sto: 

I  have  enclosed  a  tew  hints  tor  your  notice  and  consideration.  It  they  are  of  any 
service  to  yoa,  or  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  to  yoat  College  ot  learning,  I  shall  be 
glad. 

I  have.  In  the  midst  of  the  cares  ot  a  tamllj'  ot  about  sixty  persons,  thrown  oat  some 
thoughts  concerning  matters  before  as ;  and  as  you  know  I  bear  yoa  a  hearty  good-will, 
I  am  not  in  any  pain  how  yoa  may  receive  and  relish  them.  If  you  are  that  man  ot 
sense  and  honor  I  conceive  you  to  be,  yoa  will  like  my  blunt  friendship  better  than 
drivelling  flattery  and  nanseons  palaver.  (Verba  ail  neaia;  for  it  is  not  in  Dr.  Sam. 
Johnson's  Dictionary.) 

I  have  filled  a  whole  sheet  of  post-demy  paper,  so  that  yon  have  rough  and  enough. 
The  pamphlets  and  sheets  which  accompany  this  ore  a  present  to  yourself,  unless  yoa 
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think  It  worth  while  to  pat  them  In  7001  oollege  llbruy,  or  In  the  fire,  }ust  u  f  on 

If  7on  like  my  mode  of  coneapoudenca,  and  take  everything  In  good  part,  I  shall 
sewn  hear  from  yon.    I  am  to  yon,  and  to  the  InteTeats  of  religion  and  learning  nnder 

A  hearty  and  lealons  Mend, 

JOHK  BTLAJdt. 

Rn.AJni'e  Horn  von  PKOraaflOB  MAmnya's  08a. 

1.  In  Jannary,  1772, 1  aent  a  box  of  twenty-five  booki  to  the  Bev.  Morgan  Bdwarda, 
»t  Philadelphia,  by  the  favoi  and  caie  of  Mt.  Daniel  Boberdean,  merobant,  who  was 
then  in  London,  and  abode  at  my  old  lodgings,  Mrs.  Stephens's,  So.  11,  in  Qreat  St. 
Hellen's;  and  was  about  to  tetnm  to  America.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Edwards  I  desired 
him  to  present  some  of  those  books  to  Bbode  Island  College,  but  have  heard  nothing 
from  him,  nor  have  yon  mentioned  one  word  about  the  books. 

S.  Mr.Wallinhad  no  right  to  reproach  your  College  as  being  too  lAvlsfa  of  Its  honors, 
unless  be  meant  himself,  and  himself  only. 

3.  For  me  to  ask  any  of  tbose  gentlemen  I  nominated  in  my  letter,  whether  he 
would  please  to  accept  of  a  degree  from  your  College,  would  spoil  all  the  honor  and 
delicacy  of  conferring  it.  Its  coming  tauou^,  yea  wttAouffM  of,  constitutes  Its  chief 
excellence  and  acceptableness  to  men  of  Sue  feelings.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  not 
have  given  yon  a  single  farthing,  or  bo  much  as  a  thanks,  for  a  feather,  it  I  hsd  it  not 
In  my  power  with  the  ntmost  truth  to  say,  "  I  neither  sought  it.  nor  bought  it,  nor 
thoQght  for  a  moment  about  It."  (Dr,  GUI's  ssiylng  on  having  his  diploma  from  Soot- 
land.) 

4.  By  your  withholding  these  honors  from  the  men  I  so  well  knew  to  deserve  them, 
and  not  one  wonld  hare  refused  them,  yon  have  done  your  College  damage  In  its  tem- 
poral Interests.  Hy  design  was  to  serve  you  by  attaching  men  ot  grace,  learning,  prop- 
erty, and  Influence  to  you.  But  it  you  do  not  choose  it  in  my  way,  It  shall  be  let  alone; 
for  I  assure  you  I  never  will  ask  one  man  whilst  I  live  to  accept  ot  a  degree. 

loonld  find  men  enoagh  InBritaln  that  have  learning  safBoient,  who  wonld  snap  at 
your  honors  for  the  sake  of  some  low  ends  and  purposes  j  but  their  characters  as 
divines,  or  their  capacity  or  will  toserve  yon,  is  nothing.  In  truth,  I  keep  no  such  com~ 
pany.  I  form  no  connection  with  them,  nor  will  I  whilst  I  live.  On  the  other  band, 
the  Ber.  Augustus  Toplody  Is  the  Brst  divine  of  the  Established  Church,  or  Indeed  of 
any  church  in  England  or  in  Europe.  Re  is  a  man  of  fortune,  of  high  genlns,  and  learn- 
ing. He  1b  my  Intimate  friend ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  as  a  secret,  of  a  mark  of  his  regard 
forme.    He  put  it  to  my  choice,  in  case  of  his  deathb«foreme,whiohpart  of  his  library 
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I  woald  have,  the  English,  or  the  Latin  and  learned  part.  I  choae  th«  latter,  and  it  is 
BCCOTdingly  fixed.  Bnt  I  hope  I  shall  never  have  the  pain  to  accept  them.  He  ia  a 
man  ol  a  prodlglonaly  high  spirit  by  nature,  bnt  'tis  so  tempered  and  moderated  by 
grace,  and  a  noble  and  generons  dUpositlon,  aa  renders  him  one  ot  the  boldest  cham' 
pions  for  the  snblime  truths  ol  the  gospel  in  the  world.  We  have  no  writer  amongst  all 
onr  divines  that  comes  near  to  him  In  energy  and  grandeur  ol  thought,  rich  and  daring 
imagination,  maacullne  Judgment,  and  glowing  colors  ol  style.  He  is  about  twenty- 
nine  or  thirty  years  old,  but  has  been  educated,  trom  sixteen  years  ot  age,  in  all  the 
grand  esBentiats  of  the  gospel.  He  had  bia  classical  education  at  Westminster  Bchool, 
and  his  academical  at  the  University  of  Dublin ;  owingtoaneslate  tailing  to  his  mother 
in  Ireland,  and  she  being  obliged  to  go  over  and  possess  it,  she  took  her  only  son,  at 
sixteen,  with  her.  Dr.  Thomas  Leiand  was  his  tutor.  Bnt  he  had  the  good  sense  and 
piety  to  go  to  the  Baptist  meeting  on  Lord's  Days  to  hear  an  able  preacher,  now  dead, 
bis  name  Buthertord;  and  ever;  year,  when  Mr.  Toplady  come  over  to  England,  he 
had  the  boldness  and  wisdom  to  sit  under  the  stat«d  ministry  of  Dr.  Olll.  He  is  a  gen- 
erous Irlend  to  Dissenters,  especially  to  ns  poor  Baptists.  He  commenced  A.  B.  at 
Dublin.  Hescorns  all  honors,  unless  conferred  like  gracefrom  faeaven,-~-"nnthotigfat 
of,  unimplored." 

My  other  friends  are  of  the  same  complexion;  therefore  I  will  never  ask  oneof  them 
to  accept  ot  a  feather  from  your  College.  Mr.  Isaac  Woodman,  of  Sutton  in  Leicester- 
shire, is  a  prince  in  bis  spirit  and  condnct.  He  is  the  father  ot  our  Midland  Associa- 
tion, and  a  wise  counsellor  to  us  all.  He  has  such  a  degree  of  modesty  that  he  will  not 
wear  the  feather  you  sent  him,  and  wishes  not  to  have  it  known  on  this  side  of  the 
water.  Butwhatthenf  Has  he  done  yon  any  damage  or  dishonor?  So.  All  that 
know  him  will  revere  him  as  a  man  ot  wisdom,  benevolence,  and  learning  in  the  Oreek 
language  and  philosophy.  As  to  damage,  I  will  tell  you.  He  is  a  man  of  subatance, 
and  has  a  fine  library ;  he  has  no  children ;  and  yon  will  have  half,  if  not  the  whole, 
for  your  College  when  he  dies.  Will  this  hart  you?  Perhaps  some  money  into  the 
bargain.  And  thus  I  should  have  Attached  others  to  your  Interests ;  but  yon  wonld 
not  let  me.  In  your  wisdom.  Just  as  it  you  knew  men  here  better  than  I  do,  who  have 
lived  forty  years  amongst  them.  As  to  the  five  guineas  I  pay  every  year,  'tis  tor  your- 
self and  nobody  else.  'TIs  because  I  like  your  character,  spirit,  and  principles.  It  you 
die,  and  another  succeed  you  whom  I  should  not  approve,  I  will  stop  my  hand. 

As  to  raising  money  by  a  lottery,  I  dislike  it  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  "Us  a 
scheme  dishonorable  to  the  supreme  Head  of  all  worlds  and  of  the  true  church.  We 
have  oar  fill  of  these  cursed  gambling  lotteries  in  London  every  year.  They  are  big 
with  ten  thousand  evils.  Let  the  devil's  children  have  them  all  (o  themselves.  Let  ns 
not  touch  or  taste. 


,,Google 


1713-1774.  AND  MANNING.  283 

I  sent  two  books  to  th«  Ber.  Hr.  Btlllman,  at  Botton,  last  summer,  by  Mr.  Storj, 
ot  Boston.  One  of  tbe  book!  ia  ft  present  to  the  library  of  yoar  College.  It  ia  ant[tl«d 
"An  Eb87  Intiodoction  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  Pbiloiophy."  It  was  written  by  one  of 
the  cleaTSSt  and  moat  eondescending  good-natnted  pbilosopbers  in  tbe  world  for  the 
nse  of  my  School,  Mr.  Jaraes  Fergnson,  Fellow  of  the  Boyal  Society.  It  is  adapted  to 
yonr  echool-boys  and  Jnulor  stndenta,  to  prepare  them  for  larger  treatises  on  the  same 
snbjflct.  I  shonld  be  glad  to  And  It  meet  with  the  approbation  at  your  learned  Profes- 
sor of  Philosophy. 

Agreeably  to  Ryland's  suggestion,  the  College  coafeired  on  the 
Rev.  Augustus  Toplsdy  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  at  the  Com- 
mencement  ensuing.  In  Manning's  reply  to  Ryland,  he  speaks  of 
Toplady*s  Treatise  on  Predestination,  with  his  letter  to  John  Wesley, 
deeming  them  "masterly  performances."  Mr.  Toplady's  works  have 
been  published  in  six  octavo  Tolumes,  with  an  account  of  his  life. 
These  are  to  be  found  in  the  College  Library.  To  tbe  Cbristinji  publio 
he  is  best  known  as  the  author  of  "Rock  of  Ages  Cleft  for  Me,"  and 
"Deathless  Spirit,  now  arise,"  regarded  by  many  as  two  of  the  finest 
hymns  in  the  English  language. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Woodman,  whom  Ryland  describes  as  *'a  man  of 
wisdom,  benevolence,  and  learning,"  "  a  man  of  substance,"  with  a  fine 
library  which  he  would  probably  bequeath  to  the  College,  now  begins  a 
correspondence  with  Manning,  declining  the  honor  conferred  upon  hirn 
at  the  CommeocemeDt  in  1770,  and  discouraging  him  from  coming  to 
England  to  solicit  funds  :  — 

Rbv.  Isaac  Woodxah  to  Hahniho. 

Thosf,  If  bah  Leicxetbb,  Feb.  30, 1TT3. 
BKTKK)(m>8iB: 

By  the  favor  of  Mr.  Ryland  I  bave  seen  the  New  York  Association  letter,  and  hare 
had  some  acconnt  also  of  yoars  to  blm.  I  am  glad  Christ's  Interest  under  our  denomi- 
nation baa  ancb  a  respectable  footing  In  jonr  parts,  bat  sorry  tor  tbe  languor  ot  religion 
In  some  places,  whilst  glad  'tis  otherwise  elsewhere.  Amongst  other  things  at  the  Asso- 
ciation, the  respectful  notice  of  Mr.  Edwards  givesme  pleasure. 

As  I  am  a  well-wisher  to  the  prosperity  of  tbe  College,  I  would,  It  I  oould,  advise  to 
anything  tor  Its  furtherance.    If  yon  ware  to  come  over,  I  fear  your  compass  or  scope 
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for  aoUcitiDg  visits  would  be  ver^  naziow.  There  1j  no  reMonable  hope  of  BDooaw 
whexa  congregations  are  unable  to  support  the  Interest  M  home,  and  where  thore  mmj 
be  a  prejudice  against  litarature;  a  common  bnt  not  nniTenal  CMe  amongst  na.  I  think 
It  would  be  In  vain  to  attempt  it,  unless  yon  hkve  onconrftgoment  from  London,  Bristol, 
>nd  a  few  more  of  our  opulent  congregations. 

But  whether  you  come  or  not,  I  bare  long  thought  that  a  good  printed  ikarrativa  of 
the  state  of  the  College  sent  hither,  to  be  diabnraed  by  Its  trlenda,  would  be  of  servlca. 
I  doubt  not  some  fruit  would  spring  from  sujih  seed  scattered  bj  skilful  hands. 

Tou  will  ba  able,  I  hope,  to  let  us  know  that  our  denomination  in  the  Island,  and 
especially  the  College,  is  loyal  and  obedient,  disapproving  the  opposition  made  to 
Government  In  your  neighborhood,  If  public  reports  of  such  apposition  made,  be  Indeed 
true.    I  am  tor  liberty,  regularly  maintained. 

Should  any  such  narrative  be  sent,  or  brought  by  yourself.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  list 
of  those  you  have  honored  with  degrees  will  not  be  put  Into  every  hand,  or  at  least  that 
those  who  particularly  desire  It  may  have  their  names  omitted.  I  esteem  the  honors  of 
the  College,  and  am  obliged  to  the  Faculty  for  putting  my  name  amongst  your  worthies ; 
pray  please  to  present  my  grateful  compliments ;  but  I  must  not  own  the  title.  'Tis  an 
honor  I  cannot  support.  For  your  sakes,  therefore,  as  well  as  for  my  own,  I  must 
decline  It.  I  ought  to  say  Indeed,  in  favor  of  my  friends,  whoever  recommended  me  to 
your  regards,  they  verily  believed,  I  doubt  not,  that  t  was  qualified ;  and  it  might  have 
been  so  had  I  prosecuted  my  beginnings ;  but  an  inveterate  headache,  of  above  thirty 
years'  standing,  has  disabled  me  from  making  much  addition  to  what  I  set  out  with 
when  I  left  Bristol.  I  am  a  hearty  friend  to  yonr  cause.  My  silence  has  not  been  from 
ilsrelessness  or  ingratitude,  and  much  less  from  T;ontempt.  I  desired  Hr.  Rylaud  to 
make  my  excuse.  I  am  not  able  to  show  the  regards  I  wish  to  discoyer ;  bowbelt,  I 
have  friendly  designs.  But  the  honor  you  have  done  me  would,  it  known,  as  It  is  not 
in  my  neighborhood,  block  up  my  way  to  serve  you,  which  I  have  much  at  heart  to  do. 
I  congratulate  you  upon  your  correspondence  with  and  interest  in  Mr.  Byland.  He 
is.  I  may  say  from  long  acquaintance  with  him,  a  worthy  man,  and  a  warm  friend  of  the 
cause  which  he  espouses.  I  do  not  know  that  you  could  have  one  more  zealous  in  your 
affairs  in  all  Old  England.  With  sincere  and  hearty  wishes  that  the  honorable  and 
Important  institution  over  which  yon  preside  may  have  its  worthy  ends  answered  In  the 
furtherance  of  knowledge,  virtue,  and  true  religion,  and  yourseU  be  greatly  helped  and 
blessed  with  all  needful  assistance  in  the  good  work  of  forming  the  minds  of  youth,  I 
test,  esteemed  and  dear  sir. 

Yours,  affectionately, 

laAA-c  WooDKAir. 
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MAMNIHa'B  Bbtlt. 

Protidxnci,  Sov.  26, 1T73. 

BXTBBBKD  AHD    DsAB    SiS  : 

Yonis  of  Feb  20,  1TT3,  came  to  hand  last  week,  in  compaii;  with  leveial  Other 
•gteealile  letters  from  friends  in  England,  to  whom  I  write  hy  this  oppoitnnity.  I  am 
beftrtll;  glad  to  hear  yonr  laroiable  diapoaition  towards  the  College,  and  oould 
heartily  concur  with  you  In  your  wiehes  for  greater  abiUtlea  to  serve  its  interests; 
though  we  have  for  our  enooaragement  the  commendation  of  the  poor  widow's  coottl- 
tmtion.  I  ahoald  think  it  a  prodigy  it  all  yon  Eogllsh  Baptists  were  friends  to  litera- 
tore,  while  the  case  is  so  far  otherwise  in  America.  But  I  think  your  good,  zealons 
people  are  mistaken  In  striking  against  it,  when  kept  in  its  proper  place,  — I  mean  in 
making  It  an  handmaid  to  religion. 

I  am  sorry  yon  are  so  scrupulons  In  point  of  confessing  the  honor  we  mean  to  confer 
on  yon,  though  yon  most  be  a  better  jndgeof  the  expediency  o(  this,  in  yonr  situation, 
than  I  can  possibly  be.  But  the  infant  state  of  literatare  In  this  new  world,  and  the 
usages  of  the  College  here,  lead  ns  to  conclude,  from  your  known  chariK^ter,  that  yon 
need  not  be  so  diffident  of  your  abilities  as  to  decline  thefeather,  as  onr  common  tile nd, 
Hr.  Ryland,  calls  It. 

The  history  of  the  rise,  present  state,  etc.,  of  the  College,  will  be  done  In  some  mon- 
Der,  and  sent  to  England  next  spring,  an  less  Providence  should  prevent  It;  hut  I  wish 
It  could  be  done  by  mi  abler  hand,  or  that  I  had  more  leisnte  than  my  present  circum- 
stances  will  afford  for  it.  I  know  how  to  sympathize  with  you  in  your  Inveterate  com- 
plaint (of  the  headache) ;  tor,  while  I  write,  I  am  dletrsMed  with  this  pain. 

I  highly  prize  Hr.  Byland's  friendship,  because  I  have  found  him  a  friend  Indeed. 
I  revere  his  character,  and  place  the  highest  coDfldence  in  blm.  The  very  small  num- 
ber of  friends  and  the  great  number  ot  enemies  the  College  has,  reqalres  the  greater 
exertion  of  the  tew  friends  of  which  it  can  boost,  in  its  favor.  I  hope  to  see  it  on  a 
more  respectable  footing,  should  I  live  to  an  advanced  age ;  and  II  not,  I  hope  posterity 
will  reap  great  advantages  from  It.  With  the  most  hearty  wishes  for  your  highest  wel- 
fare, I  am. 

Your  friend  and  servant  In  the  gospel. 

Jambs  MANiitHa. 
N.  B.  — I  hope  those  who  know  the  little  Colony  of  Rhode  Island',  and  especially  the 
Baptist  society  In  It,  will  Bnd  that,  though  firm  in  the  cause  ot  constitutional  liberty, 
we  are  as  loyal  subjects  as  any  of  which  his  Majesty,  King  Oeotge,  can  boast.  I  wish  I 
could  tell  you  more  agreeable  news  of  the  state  of  religion  among  ns,  but  it  Is  Indeed  a 
dork  day.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  form  of  bequeathment,  which  we  make  use  of  this 
way.    At  Newport  I  find  one  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  before. 

J.  K. 
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Concerning  Mr.  Woodman,  and  his  Buggestion  in  regard  to  a  nar- 
rative  of  tlie  College,  Mr.  Ryland,  under  date  of  Feb.  9,  1773,  thus 
writes  to  Manning :  — 

Hy  good  tstheT  In  th«  minlHtiy,  and  cotmseUor,  Mr.  Isftoo  Woodman,  la  Barnestlj 
deaiTouB  (and  with  him  I  coocnr}  to  hear  from  joa.  A  clear  narraHon  of  the  rise, 
progress,  and  present  state  of  the  College  at  Bhode  Island,  with  an  account  of  the 
methods  of  education  In  the  languages,  sciences,  and  dlrinltr;  the  exercises  of  the 
Btudents,  and  the  character  of  those  who  have  distinguished  themselvea  by  their  dili- 
gence, improvement,  and  piet;,  — this  we  think  to  reprint  and  disperse  through  all 
England  amongst  our  best  and  richest  triaada  of  all  denominations,  In  order  to  sotlcit 
subsclptlons  and  donations.  Hod  you  done  this  already,  and  sent  about  twenty  honors 
to  the  men  I  named,  a  wa;  would  have  been  paved  for  your  coming  over  and  making 
your  appearance  and  personal  applications  this  next  summer.  But  for  want  of  these 
two  preliminaries,  you  have  prevented  yoarself  from  coming  with  a  good  prospect  of 
eaccess  (or  this  year.  If  you  take  our  advice,  and  put  It  in  our  power  to  serve  yon  by 
conciliating  men's  esteem  and  affection  to  your  person  and  college,  perhaps  we  can 
pave  the  way  tor  you  by  next  May  come  twelve-month,  1TT4;  and  may  do  Bhode  Island 
some  service. 

Among  the  Manning  papers  is  one  with  the  heading,  "Rhode 
Island  College.  By  President  Manning."  This  we  have  published  in 
our  Documentiuy  History.'  It  is  not  such  a  "  narrative  "  aa  Woodman 
and  Ryland  in  their  correspondence  suggest,  being  very  brief.  Moat 
likely  it  was  prepared  for  the  Almanac  and  American  Register,  a  little 
work  published  in  New  York,  in  the  pages  of  which  it  appears.  A 
copy  of  this  Register  for  1776,  containing  the  account  of  the  College, 
is  in  our  possession. 

The  following  playful  letter  to  his  intimate  friend,  the  Rev.  Heze- 
kiah  Snuth,  shows  that  Dr.  Manning  could  be  merry,  as  well  as  serious. 
Indeed,  he  was  poted  above  most  men  for  his  genial  companionship  and 
rare  social  qualities. 

Pbovidbitcb,  May  B,  1773. 
BaVKBsiroAMDDKAft  Sik: 

This  Is  to  give  yon  the  reason  why  I  did  not  visit  you  at  Haverhill,  and  Invite  you  to 
come  to  Providence.    I  set  out  from  Providence,  Intending  to  spend  a  week  at  Boston 

1  Documentary  History  of  Brown  trnlvenlty,  pages  U-V>. 
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sDd  Haverhill.  We  (loi  Mra.  Honnlng  acoompaiil«d  me)  aTTived  at  Boston  Friday 
eTeninff,  and  proposed  to  set  oat  tor  Haverblll  on  Monday;  bnt  tbat  and  several 
■acooedlng  days  proving  rainy,  and  Mrs.  Manning  being  very  poorly,  to  our  very  great 
disappointment,  mortifloatton,  etc.,  ne  were  obliged  to  retntn  to  Providence  -nithont 
going  further.  Nov,  tberelora,  as  I  am  tied  to  Coilege,  pray  take  Mrs.  Smith,  and  the 
heir  apparent,'  and  the  new  chaiee, '  and  come  and  take  yonr  station  for  a  week  or  two 
on  the  bill  of  Providence,  where  I  will  Insure  you  excellent  water,  the  best  my  hooM 
affords,  and  our  good  company.  Pray,  what  more  wonld  yon  have?  If  anything  is  In 
my  power  to  render  the  visit  utill  more  agreeable,  depend  on  it,  you  sha'n't  be  wont- 
ing it. 

I  have  made  a  tonr  Into  the  hither  parts  ol  Connecticut  tbls  vacation,  and  preached 
fifteen  times  in  fourteen  days ;  seven  of  them  In  Presbyterian  meetlng-h oases.  What 
do  you  think  of  that?  See  what  it  Is  to  be  catholic  like  me,  while  you,  with  brandish- 
ing weapons,  take  the  Seld  of  Mars  like  an  old  veteran  tbat  scorns  to  let  hts  Bword  rust. 
Oood  success  to  yon,  U  yott  mast  draw.  I  hare  received  a  packet  from  England,  and 
our  good  friend  Rev.  John  Ryland  is  angry  enonRh  because  we  did  not  give  degrees  to 
the  gentlemen  he  recommended,  and  says  that  we  have  lost  by  It  greatly.  How  happens 
it  that  not  one  sobolar,  through  yoor  infiuence,  comes  from  yoa  to  oar  College?  I  tear 
you  don't  eiert  yourself.  We  have  no  late  news  from  the  westward.  Friends  here  are 
generally  well,  and  very  datlrons  to  see  and  hear  Mr.  Smith,  as  are  your  good  friends  at 
New  London.  Mis.  Uoaulug  Joins  in  love  to  yon  and  Mrs.  Smith,  as,  also,  to  all  our 
good  triands  at  Haverhill,  with,  dear  sir. 

Your  nnworthy  brother, 

Jauu  Mufttma. 

Dr.  Manning  now  begins  a  correspondence  with  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Wallin,  a  prominent  Baptist  rainjater  of  London,  and  a  gentleman  of 
reputed  wealth.  He  was  also  a  religious  writer  of  some  note.  "The 
Christian  Life  Described,"  "Discourses  on  various  subjects,"  "Parable 
of  the  Prodigal  Son,"  "Evangelical  Hymns  and  Songs,"  and  various 
other  works  by  him  are  to  be  found  upon  the  shelves  of  the  College 

'  Their  in&nt  son,  bom  Moroh  U,  1773. 

<  It  it  said  thst  Mr.  John  White,  a  wesltbj  merclisnt,  was  the  only  person  in  HaTSrhUI  in  t1M| 
irtksa  Mr.  Smith  Srst  went  thera,  irtio  owned  a  chalw.  It  wh  ■  Imrge,  hea*y-irheeled,  square- 
topped  velilcle,  nsMl  onlr"to  ride  to  meeting  in"  onSondsys,  and  on  great  and  Importaot  ocoo- 
eloos.  tMar  on  Mr.  Smith  being  a  man  ol  meaus  and  consequenoe,  had  ■  ohalsa,  In  irhleh  be  was 
oeenstomed  to  Jonmey  from  Haverhill  to  PioTtdenoe  snd  the  Jerseys.    Henoe  Iha  alloslon. 
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Libraiy,  a  gift  from  the  author.     Under  date  of  May  18, 1773,  Manning 
thus  writes :  — 

Dkak  Bkothek: 

From  Mr.  Philip  Freeman,  of  Boston,  I  received  yoar  ftgrsekble  present  on  ttie  third 
Inat.,  end  hevlng  pemaed  nitli  much  MtUbtcUou  the  seTeral  pieces,  especially  the 
Tribulation,  I  am  rejoiced  to  Snd  thU  It  iB  not "  another  gospel."  Had  I  capacity,  to 
which  I  make  no  pretentions,  to  examine  Mt.  Wallin's  prodnctions  with  the  eye  of  » 
critic,  I  feel  no  disposition,  be  assured,  to  do  It.  I  Import  annnally  a  few  books  from 
Iiondon,  principally  for  the  youth  under  my  cate,  and  should  haveseut  forsomeof  yoDC 
publications ;  but  as  Mr.  Backus  has  them  by  talm,  I  bnve  thus  tar  deferred  doing  this, 
not  wlebiDg  to  Interfere  in  any  way  with  him.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  yon 
designed  the  books  as  a  present  to  me  personally,  or  to  the  College  Library,  that  I  may 
retiira  yoa  thanks  in  a  proper  manner.  In  either  case  I  am  greatly  obliged,  and  heart- 
ily thank  yon  therefor. 

The  executors  of  Dr.  Gill  hare  followed  the  laudable  example  of  Dr.  Stenoett,  and 
made  ns  a  present  of  bis  works,  which  wedeem  a  most  valoable  donation.  These  acti 
enconiage  as  to  hope  for  similar  favors  from  our  friends  In  Europe.  Should  any  benevo- 
lent person  be  disposed  to  make  a  useful  donation  to  our  Llbiaty  and  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  books  to  choose,  allow  me  to  suggest  the  works  of  good  Hr.  Bunyan,  than  which 
none  would  be  more  acceptable. 

Mt.  Edwards  has  been  your  substitute  for  the  gentlemen  as  desired.  Through 
Messrs.  Stillman  and  Backus  I  learn  that  the  Lord  has  visited  you  sorely  in  the  loss  ot 
your  only  daughter.  But  yon  need  not  be  told  by  me  that  God  Is  a  portion  Infinitely 
preferable  to  that  ot  sous  or  daughters.  I  doubt  not  but  yon  Snd  already  a  strong 
attachment  to  this  earth  broken,  and  that  God  leads  by  the  right  way.  The  discipline 
of  the  tod  is  often  necessary,  at  least  to  such  perverse  hearts  as  mine. 

Mr.  Backus  informs  me  that  he  has  lately  written  to  you,  thus  removing  the  neces- 
sity of  my  giving  you  a  recital  of  affairs  amongst  us,  or  ot  detaining  you  longer  than  to 
crave  your  indulgence  tor  obtruding  upon  you  this  letter,  which  assures  you,  dear  sir, 
of  the  unfeigned  afFection  of  your  unseen  but  very  much  obliged 

Friend  and  servant, 

JAHSS  MAHHUtO. 

p.  8.  —  This  day  leceived  letters  from  several  of  the  western  provinces.  Find  that 
religion  is  at  s  low  ebb  in  general  there,  as,  alas,  it  is  too  generally  amongst  us.  If  busi- 
ness would  permit,  should  rejoice  to  see  a  line  from  Mr.  Wallin,  by  our  fail  ships. 
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Mr.  Wftllin'B  reply  ia  so  excellent  in  Bpirit,  that  do  apology  need  be 
offered  for  its  iatroduction  into  our  present  work : — 

LoiTDoR,  Jnl7  30, 1773. 
Bbtkbind  ahd  Dbab  StK : 

Tont  respectful  lines  hj  Mt.  Keith  very  much  obliged  me ;  noc  am  I  less  Indebted  to 
yoat  candor  in  pemslng  my  endeavors,  being  sensible  that  they  will  not  bear  tbe  eya 
ol  a  critic.  Tbe  disadvantages  under  which  I  was  at  length  brought  Into  a  service  con- 
scientiously declined  In  the  very  early  part  of  my  life,  In  consequence  of  which  I 
deprived  myself  of  an  Intended  more  liberal  education,  might  plead  some  excuse ;  and 
were  you  to  know  by  what  solicitation  and  management  I  was  prevailed  on  to  repeat 
'  my  visits  to  the  press,  yoa  wonid  rather  pity  than  blame  ma,  and  cover  my  numerous 
defects  with  a  mantle  of  love. 

I  thought  it  a  venture  to  possess  one  of  yonr  character  with  such  feeble  and  imper- 
fect attempts,— they  are  at  best  only  fit  for  children  In  Christianity,  — how,  then,  could 
I  think  of  proposing  them  to  the  most  Infant  seminary  of  learning?  Indeed,  sir,  thej 
were  intended  only  as  an  Instance  of  respect  to  yourself,  to  be  glanced  at  with  tha 
friendly  disposition  yon  express.  It  would  have  impeached  your  last,  had  not  the  Ingen- 
ious dtsconraes  of  my  much  esteemed  brother,  the  Rev.  Dr.  3t«nnett,  been  universally 
admired  among  you.  As  to  the  works  of  that  great  man,  the  late  I>r.  Gill,  who  was  truly 
a  father,  they  may  Justly  be  accounted  a  considerable  acquisition.  I  know  not,  upon  tbe 
whole,  an  author  more  Judicious  and  consistent.  The  compass  of  his  writing  is  aston- 
ishing, from  tbe  labors  of  which  he  now  rests  until  the  Chief  Shepherd  comes,  when  it 
will  appear  that  our  endeavors  for  bis  name  sball  not  be  in  vain. 

But  seeing  you  Intimate  that  it  may  not  be  anacceptable,  I  presume,  though  with 
some  reluctance,  to  send  all  I  can  collect  of  my  publlcalions,  which  together  make  ten 
tittle  volumes,  and  possibly  Ave  entire  pieces,  and  five  of  sermons,  addresses,  etc.  Also 
the  ordination  ol  Bev.  A.  Booth,  who  sends  a  volume  of  the  sermons  of  his  predeces- 
sor, tbe  late  Mr.  Wilson,  and  his  own  "  Reign  of  Grace,"  etc.  These  will  not  be  the 
leas  welcome  for  being  accompanied  by  all  tbe  works  of  Mr.  Bunyan,  agreeably  to  your 
■uggestlon.  These  I  present,  with  my  most  respectful  compliments,  to  every  member 
ol  the  College,  including  their  worthy  President,  the  Rev.  James  Manning.  Ebive  you,  . 
■Ir,  any  stated  form  of  bequeaCbment  f  If  not,  permit  me  to  move  (or  a  concise  account 
ot  your  institution,  with  a  direction  bow  to  describe  you  In  a  will.  Bncb  a  paper, 
neatly  printed  and  disposed,  may  be  useful.  Be  not  sparing  o(  copies  to  your  Irlenda. 
Tbe  difFerence  In  point  of  expense  between  one  or  two  thousand  Is  but  trifling. 

As  to  my  own  works,  most  of  them  have  been  out  of  print  for  some  years.  Tboy  are 
chiefly  practical,  and  all  very  plain.    The  hymns,  more  especially,  need  an  apology. 


,,Google 


240  BpOWSr  CNIVERSITT  Chap.  VL 

The;  si«  no  othet  thftu  artleM  compoaitloiu,  in  which  the  anbttance  of  occaaionkl  di>- 
oonrssB  wna  drawn  ap  In  *  initable  form.  Such  a  one  did  not  ooonr  In  oar  stated  col- 
lection. At  the  time  they  were  Rung  with  pecnlisr  latUfactlon,  Che  people  being  unao- 
qnainted  with  the  aatboT;  but  e,t  length  many  of  them  were  stolen  and  mangled, 
which  induced  me,  at  the  instance  of  some,  to  print  them,  and  so  obviate  any  appreben- 
■ion  of  a  conceit  that  they  were  deserving  of  public  notice.  It  is  my  study,  both  In 
preaching  and  In  writing,  to  lead  to  those  luezhansUble  treaantes  ot  wisdom  and  com- 
fort, the  Holy  Scriptures;  hence  the  tone  of  my  naked  lines.  I  must  obeerre  further, 
that  in  order  to  make  np  the  set,  I  was  obliged  to  put  in  a  volume  containing  my  ser- 
mon on  the  experience  ol  the  s^nts,  which  was  bound  up  in  another.  You  will  there- 
fore excuse  a  duplicate  of  them. 

It  Is  long  rince  I  have  heard  from  my  very  worthy  and  agreeable  correspondent,  the 
Bev.  Ur.  Backus.  He  usually  much  entertains  me,  I  have  often  rejoiced  at  hla 
accounts  of  the  success  of  the  gospel  In  your  world,  and  am  sorry  to  hear  that  at 
present  In  general  Itseems  ratber  low.  May  the  Lord  of  Jacob  revisit  iti  Two  thing* 
are  threatening  with  ns,  --  tbe  growth  of  Anti-Trlnltarlans,  In  a  variety  ot  forms,  for 
they  cannot  agree ;  nor  can  I  forbear  to  say  that  I  think  a  dereliction  of,  or  IndiSerenca 
to,  the  divine  Sonahlpof  out  glorious  Redeemer,  has  greatly  contrlbnted  to  the  Inso- 
lence ot  men  against  that  foundation  of  the  gospel.  The  other  is  a  popular  ignorance 
of  tbe  authority  of  Christ,  In  particular  church  tellowsbip,  which  some  are  bold  enough 
to  put  on  the  looting  of  prudence  and  convenience  among  the  disciples  ot  Jesus.  Tbe 
one  strikes  at  the  doctrine,  the  other  at  the  discipline  of  the  goapel.  But  Zion  is 
insured  against  the  gates  ot  bell. 

I  am  now  in  the  eve  of  my  ministry  and  lite ;  childless,  and  In  a  manner  destitute 
of  natural  relation,  having  lost  an  excellent  wife,  two  sons,  and  three  daughters.  It 
is  good  to  be  weaned  from  an  undue  attachment  to  the  present  state,  but  aUtctions 
alone  will  not  do  it.  My  heavenly  Father  has  been  very  gracious  In  helping  me,  I  trust, 
to  receive  not  only  good  at  his  hand,  but  also  evil.  He  has  given  me  a  name  and  a 
place  in  his  bouse  better  than  that  of  sons  or  of  daugbteiv,  and  some  spiritual  children 
who  are  exceeding  affectionate  and  dutiful. 

May  your  valuable  life  be  long  spared,  and  all  your  instrnctioni  succeed  to  the 
advantage  ot  mankind,  and  especially  to  the  spread  of  the  tmth  and  the  prosperity  ot 
Jerusalem.    I  remain,  reverend  and  dear  sir. 

Your  obliged  and  truly  affectionate  brother, 

BxMJumt  Wallim. 


,,Google 


1178-1774.  AND  UAITNINO.  <f4I 

To  THB  Bbt.  Jobm  Bn.un). 

FROTOBBCa,  Hay  30, 1TT3. 
BBTnunoi  ahd  D>ak  Sik  : 

Tonrs  of  Feb.  9,  1773,  came  «»fely  to  hwd,  by  the  Charlotte,  Capt.  Jao.  Bogere, 
kbont  the  20th  of  April,  containing  yonr  agreeahle  present  of  plec«B,  letteiB,  etc.,  for  all 
of  which  I  icaroe  need  tall  you  I  heartily  thank  yon.  You  need  not  for  the  futnre  hesi- 
tate abont  sending  anything  to  me  in  that  way,  or  writing  with  the  utmost  pUinnesi  to 
one  who  belleTee  not  In  the  nse  ol  ceremony,  even  It  ha  were  master  of  it.  To  convince 
you  that  I  am  entirely  suited  with  your  pltdu  dealing,  I  have  embraced  the  earliest 
oppoitnntty  of  returning  an  answer. 

Your  friendship  to  the  Interests  of  the  College  and  religion  here  is  very  cordially 
accepted  by  many  besides  myseU;  and  though  you  thought  we  slighted  your  friend- 
ship, I  can  aosnre  yon  it  was  not  so  meant;  I  shall  be  glad  to  gratify  you,  and  testify 
out  respect  for  any  of  your  friends,  on  every  occasion.    Bnt  I  come  to  particulars. 

The  books  ordered  here  from  Mr.  Edwards  have  not  come;  neither  have  I  heard  of 
them,  except  by  you  letter,  though  X  saw  Mr.  Edwards  at  Pliiladelphia  last  October. 
He  must  surely  have  forgotten  it  entirely. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Backus  since  I  received  youre,  and  he  thinks  I  mistook  Mr.  Wallin's 
meaning,  and  that  he  intended  only  himself.  If  so,  I  am  sorry  I  menUoned  anything 
of  the  matter.    Indeed,  Mr.  Vallin,  in  his  last  letter,  which  I  have  seen.  Intimated  as 

I  entirely  agree  with  you  respecting  academical  honors,  and  the  mode  of  conferring 
them  on  gentlemen  of  taste ;  and  as  you  are  fully  satlBQed  that  the  gentlemen  men- 
Honed  would  cordially  accept  them,  yon  may  he  assared  we  shall  take  proper  care  of 
that  matter  next  Commencement,  and  forward  the  diplomas  as  soon  as  poaslble.  If  we 
have  been  tardy,  I  know  you  will  forgive  us.  An  unforgiving  friend  Is  not  worth 
liariug.  Such  I  do  not  deem  my  very  good  friend,  Dr.  Ryland.  I  am  heartily  sorry  that 
the  College  shtruld  sustain  damage,  tiirough  what  we  meant  only  for  precaution,  and 
hope,  if  so,  that  it  will  be  only  temporary.  We  beg  you  not  to  remit  an  lota  of  yonr 
seal  In  attaching  gsntlemen  of  grace  and  learning,  property  and  Influence,  to  the  Col- 
lege. For  amongst  all  our  good  Irieuds  in  Britain,  we  consider  your  opportuultles  In 
this  way,  together  with  yonr  zeal,  as  placing  you  foremost. 

The  character  of  the  Ber.  Mr.  Toplady,  which  you  have  enlarged  upon.  Is  truly  a  rare 
one,  and  I  shall  think  the  College  highly  honored  In  his  accepting  a  feather,  and  indeed 
in  the  least  expression  of  his  friendship. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  pious  Hr.  Woodman  is  so  exceedingly  modest  as  not  to 
choose  to  wear  his  feather ;  bat  am  glad  :tD  hear  such  a  worthy  character  of  him,  and 
that  he  Is  so  well  disposed  towards  the  College  as  to  think  of  providing  for  It.    May  the 
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Lord  posBeBBmanrotbeM  with  the  Bune  spirit  1  I  hope  yoa  mAy  hkve  it  In  Tonr  power 
to  put  man;  mure  in  the  way  ol  iMvlng  ns  some  love  tokena,  when  thoy  ate  bettor 
employed  than  in  enjoying  teriectrial  gooda.  This  la  what  I  have  hoped  for,  though 
hitherto  I  have  not  aeen  cauae  to  expect  much  from  it  soon. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  the  annual  contribution  of  Ave  guineaa.  I  have  made 
free  to  draw  a  bill  for  them  in  favor  of  Mr,  Qeorge  Keith,  of  London,  hoping  tliat  the 
Lord  may  enable  me  to  conduct  worthy  the  Ooapel,  so  that  yon  may  oot  repent  the 
donation. 

Youi  opinion  of  lotteries  coincides  with  mine ;  bat  some  of  onr  friends  ni^ed  me  to 
mention  the  subject,  as  they  conld  not  see  a  prospect  of  supplies  In  any  other  way. 
Besides,  I  believe  there  have  not  been  each  inlqaitoas  methods  used  In  this  matter, 
with  as,  as  in  the  Blote  lotteries  at  home.    They  have  been  used  to  promote  good 

The  book  from  Mr.  Bttllman  we  have  received,  though  lately,  as  Hr.  Story  did  not  do 
his  errand  to  Hr.  Bttllman  faithfally. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Edwards  respecting  the  books  in  his  hands,  and  expect  an 
answer  soon.  Perhaps  yon  may  meet  this  in  London.  If  so  you  need  not  mention  the 
bint  relative  to  Dr.  Chauncey;  tor  I  believe  he  has  not  yet  forwarded  anything  of  that 


To  give  yon  a  full  detail  o(  (acts  and  instances  of  the  ill-will  of  persons  to  the  Col- 
lege' would  reqniie  "  centum  ora  ttfema  vox,"  as  sung  the  poet.  Dr.  Stiles,  of  Newport, 
gave  as  a  reason  to  the  Corporation  fat  not  accepting  a  place  in  the  Faculty,  the  oltenae 
he  should  give  his  brethren  should  he  accept  it.  The  manner  of  obtaining  the  Charter, 
has,  by  the  clergy  of  Che  Congregational  society,  been  lepieaented  as  highly  Inlgnitoas. 
(But  the  patticulars  of  this  affidr  yon  shall  have  as  soon  as  the  College  history  can  be 
completed  and  sent  to  yon,  together  wUh  other  partlcalars  which  you  request.)  Those 
gentlemen  of  that  denomination  who  have  spoken  favorably  of  the  Institution  have 
been  reprimanded,  as  I  have  been  credibly  Informed,  and  that  by  a  convention,  tor 
showing  us  so  much  countenance  as  to  attend  the  Commencement.  I  was  lately  told 
by  a  worthy  minister  of  that  order  in  Connecticut,  that  one  of  the  same  order  in  this 
town,  a  soar  man,  had  done  the  College  amatlng  damage  by  representing  us  as  bigots, 
and  our  sole  design  to  he  that  of  proselyting  to  the  Baptist  sentiments ;  and  that  If  they 
sent  their  children  here  tbeynever  could  get  into  any  employment  in  that  Qovemmenti 
BO  that  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  send  us  the  scholars  to  whom  he  taught  grammar, 

>  Mr.  ^rlaod.  In  a  lettor  to  lUnnlns,  ander  date  of  Teb,  S,  1773,  thus  writes ; 
'■  I  wish  you  woald  give  ms  ■  full  detail  of  facts  and  Itutances  of  the  111-wlU  of  nun  to  yoor 
Seminary.   I  woald  make  nse  of  tbsm  for  Its  benellt  and  advantage,  without  buitlng  you  In  the 
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thODgh  he  chose  it.  The  aatue  seat  has  been  used  in  the  neighboring  provincGs,  both  by 
him  and  otherB ;  and  both  parents  and  tators  harve  repeatedly  told  me  that  evsrythlng 
except  Tlolence  has  been  used,  and  almost  that  in  some  Instances,  to  prevent  them 
from  sending  their  cblldren  here.  Some  of  them  have  boasted  that  they  have  pro- 
vented  persona  from  coming  who  designed  it;  and  few  scholars  come  but  aayevetf 
obatAcle  hu  been  laid  in  their  way  to  prevent  them.  The  characters  of  the  teachers, 
their  abilities,  and  the  character  of  the  place  even,  have  been  aspersed  to  the  highest 
degree  for  the  same  purpose.  Bat  I  should  tire  you  to  recite  a  small  part  of  ourUU 
treatment.  They  know  that  the  low  state  of  the  Collage  fund  Tequires  considerable 
tnition  money  to  support  the  teachers,  and  that  that  depends  on  the  nnmber  of  scholars. 
It,  therefore,  tbey  can  prevent  them  from  coming,  they  know  they  distress  us.  But, 
notwithstanding  what  I  have  said  of  onr  enemies,  there  are  many  valuable  men  in  that 
society  In  these  parts,  some  of  whom  are  friendly  to  the  College;  but  throagh  their  con- 
nections, or  want  of  ability,  tew  of  them  have  it  in  their  power  to  express  their  frlend- 
■hip. 

Ton  may  expect  a  particular  acoonnt  of  oui  mode  of  edncation,  and  of  the  students, 
their  characters,  proficiency,  piety,  etc.,  when  we  send  you  an  acconnt  of  the  rise,  prog- 
ress, and  present  state  of  the  College,  which  I  intend  to  draw  up  as  soon  as  I  can,  and 
forward  It  by  the  llrst  opportunity.  Our  number  of  scholars  Is  thirty,  and  amongst 
them  are  many  pious,  promising  young  men.  Take  tbem  together,  they  are  a  set  of 
well-behaved  boys.  I  have  a  Latin  school  under  my  care,  tangbt  by  one  of  our  grad- 
uates, of  about  twenty  boys.  Amongst  those  who  have  left  ns  are  three  eminent  Bap- 
tist ministers,  their  age  considered,  and  another  Just  entered  on  the  work,  who,  I  am 
told,  promises  as  fair  as  any  of  the  others;  one  attorney-at-law,  the  most  eminent  at  the 
bar  in  this  Colony,  etc.,  etc. 

I  thank  yon  tor  the  list  of  ministers  of  the  Ghnich  of  England,  and  shall  be  glad  to 
see  that  of  the  Calvlnlst  Baptist  ministers. 

What  treatise  upon  fluxions  doyoa  deem  the  best?  The  stateof  religion  is  genoratty 
at  a  low  ebb  amongst  us.  May  the  Lord  revive  it!  Would  your  English  people  be 
•cared  at  an  American  IndlauT  I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  ouworthy  friend  and  brother 
in  the  Ooapel, 

J^KEs  Mufinxa. 

Rtlaxd's  Hbhokahda  ahs  Hnrrs  xox  PnoFMsoa  Hahniho,  at  Bhodb  Isi.un>. 

1.  The  Calvinlstlcal  Baptist  ministers  in  England  and  Wales  ore  about  two  hun- 
dred ;  but  I  hare  given  away  my  printed  lists,  and  forgot  to  ask  Mr.  WalUn  tor  some 
more.    Be  so  good  as  to  mention  it  to  blm. 

2.  I  cannot  yet  procure  a  complete  list  of  the  Independent  ministers  and  churches. 
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Tod  know  there  are  about  tbirty-ttro  In  London,  and  we  have  twelve  or  fourteen  more 
In  Northampton. 

3.  I  luppose  you  know  that  It  was  Or.  Stennett  that  procured  an  order  from  Oovem- 
ment  to  put  a  Btop  to  the  oppreMlon  of  the  Baptists  neat  Boatou.  I  have  not  a  perfect 
Idea  of  that  affair. 

4.  Two  young  men,  of  good  parts  and  Bound  knowledge  of  the  learned  languages, 
and  men  ot  eloquence  and  piety,  are  lately  come  Into  the  ministry  from  Mr.  Erans'i 
academy  in  Bristol;  namely,  Mr.  Blgga,  Just  going  to  be  ordained  over  the  Bqitist 
cbnrob  at  Vantage,  In  Berkshire,  and  Mr.  Dunscombe,  at  Coat  In  Osfordshirs,  whose 
ordination  is  to  be  at  the  same  time.  You  will  do  well  to  mark  them  down  as  men  ot 
nnoommon  merit,  worthy  ot  your  feathers  In  a  year. 

5.  The  sooner  you  send  over  a  clear,  short,  printed  account  ot  your  College,  In  its 
rise  and  present  state,  the  better.  I  beg  you  would  pay  due  and  equal  attention  to  oar 
leatling  men,  in  presenting  each  with  a  copy,  that  no  JaalouBy  or  pique  against  yon  m^ 
arise.  Yon  know  our  chief  ministers.  We  have  about  thirty  or  forty  that  can  read 
Greek.  Let  not  one  be  forgot.  U  you  know  not  all  ol  them,  I  will  inform  you,  or  take 
the  trouble  ot  giving  them  a  copy  in  your  name. 

6.  As  to  your  visit  to  old  Bngland,  I  sha]]  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  will  do  you  all 
the  service  I  can ;  but  I  wish  you  to  attach  some  more  ot  our  ministers  to  yonr  Interest 
by  jOMTpreUy  bauble*  Srst,  and  also  let  your  account  of  the  College  come  six  months 
before  you. 

T.  As  to  your  worthy  mathematical  professor,  I  wish  him  all  possible  succesa;  but 
I  mast  not  presume  to  assist  or  direct  him  with  respect  to  the  best  book  on  fluxions. 
The  students  at  our  Cambridge  use  chiefly  an  abridgment  of  Sanderson's  Algebra,  an 
octavo,  price  six  ahillings ;  and  then  we  have  such  a  number  of  books  on  fluxions,  so 
good  that  'tis  hard  to  say  wtkich  Is  the  best.  There  are  tour  of  great  note ;  namely, 
Mactaurin,  Dltton,  Thomas  Simpson,  and  Emerson  last  ot  all,  who  Is  now  living.  He 
has  pnbllshed  a  noble  course  ot  mathematical  learning,  In  about  ten  or  twelve  octavo 
volumes.  He  Is  an  amazing  genius  In  the  north  ot  England.  HLs  Mechanics,  quarto, 
fourteen  shillings,  and  Astronomy,  six  shillings,  I  have  in  my  stndy.  But  the  lovely 
humane  philosopher,  and  my  Intimate  trlend.  Is  James  Ferguson,  F,  R.  S.  He  haa  Jiut 
now  assisted  me  to  complete  my  optical  cards,  which  ore  engraving  on  copper  plates. 
Too  win,  I  hope,  approve  ot  them,  as  the  easiest  introduction  to  Optics  ever  seen  In  the 
world.  By  the  way,  Fergnson  drew  up  the  book  yon  have  In  your  hands  with  my 
name  to  It;  tor  I  could  not  persuade  him  to  put  his  own,  for  tear  ot  appearing  angrot*- 
lal  to  Andrew  Miller,  bookseller,  who  had  been  his  friend  In  time  of  need. 
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London. 


1.    Bamuh.  STBHxrrr,  D.D„ 

3.     BBKJAMIM  WaI.!.!!!, 

3.  William  Clask, 

4.  johk  rstholm, 
a.  AB&AaAM  Booth, 
6.  Db.  Gitford, 

1.  hooh  evanb,     1 

2.  Caleb  Evahs,     I  Bristol.  , 

5.  Mb.  Newton,      | 

1.  Bknjanik  BnoDOH,  Baurton,  on  the  water,  OlonceBtor. 

2.  JoHK  Abh,  Preshore,  WorceHtershlre. 

8.  Joshua  Simomda,  of  Bedford,  who  haa  lately  altered  hia  aentiinenu  from  m  P«do- 
bapMat,  and  honestly  la  oome  Into  and  aubmltted  to  belleTer'a  baptism;  tor 
trblcb  be  Is  abhorred  and  despiaed  by  tbe  Independent  minlatera.  Give  blm 
your  beW  honora. 

i.    Dasul  Tckkbs,  Abingdon,  Berkshite. 

5.  Ms.  RoBDraotr,  of  CBmbridge. 

6.  PaiLir  OiBM,  of  Plymontb. 

T.    HoKOAM  JOHBS,  of  HampBtead,  Hertfordshire. 

8.  Samvkl  Jakbi,  of  Hitchlo,  Hertfordshire.    Now  dying. 

9.  Isaac  Woodkak,  of  Leicestershire. 

10.  JoKM  Bbowv,  of  Kettering,  Northamptonshire. 

11.  Biooa  and  DuNscovBai  excellent  scholars. 

12.  RoBKBT  DAT,  Wellington,  Bomersetsblte. 

13.  Bbmjakin  Pdllbb,  Dertzea. 

14.  Jonn  PoTHTma,  Worceater. 

U.  JoHK  OcLTON,  of  Rawdeii  in  Yorkshire. 

16-  JoHTi  Fawcstt,  of  Walnsgate,  Yorkshire ;  now  keeps  a  aemlnary. 

IT.  JossrH  JmxiHS. 

18.  Bbmjaium  Datrs,  In   Wales,  keeps  an   academy  at  Abergavemry,  abont  ten 

pnpils.    Give  him  a  feather. 

19.  Mb.  Johh  Rnroir,  at  Dr.  QiU's  moettng-houae. 
ao.    Btlakd,  8«n. 

21.    RvLAjiD,  Jon, 
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Among  the  papers  on  file  in  the  College  archives  is  one  entitled, 
"  A  Remonstrance  of  the  Senior  Class  of  Rhode  Island  College  to  the 
respectable  the  President  and  the  Professor  of  the  same,"  bearing  date 
Feb.  19, 1773.  From  this  it  appears  that  serious  objections  had  been 
made  to  a  Commencement  for  this  year,  on  the  ground  mainly  that  the 
members  of  the  class  to  graduate  were  not  "orators."  This  objection 
was  finally  overruled,  and  the  anniversary  exercises  of  the  College  were 
held  as  usual.  The  following  account  from  the  diary  or  journal  of  t^e 
valedictorian,  Doctor  Solomon  Drowne,  is  kindly  fumished  us  by  his 
grandson,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Drowne,  of  the  class  of  1845.  The 
author  was  throughout  life  an  intimate  friend  of  President  Manning, 
and  as  a  physician,  attended  him  in  hia  last  sickness.  We  shall  make 
frequent  mention  of  him  in  succeeding  chapters.  He  served  as  surgeon 
in  the  Continental  army  from  1776  to  1780.  From  1788  to  1884, 
a  period  of  fifty-one  years,  he  rendered  his  Alma  Mater  good  service  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fellows;  and  from  1811  to  18S4  he  was  the 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany  in  the  University.  He  deliv- 
ered numerous  addresses,  some  of  which  attracted  attention,  especially 
a  funeral  oration  on  Gen.  James  Mitchel  Vamum,  a  eulogy  on  Wash- 
ington, and  an  oration  in  1824  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  the  Greeks.  The 
accompanying  likeness  is  from  a  photograph  of  a  painting  in  the  colleo 
tion  in  Sayles  Memorial  Hall.  The  diary  be^ns  with  Drowne's 
examination  for  entrance  into  College.  He  was  a  native  of  Providence, 
it  may  be  observed,  hia  father,  Solomon  Drowne,  being  one  of  the 
committee  to  wait  on  President  Manning  upon  his  arrival  from  Warren, 
and  invite  him  to  preach  for  the  Baptist  church :  — 

JdI;  2,  ITTO.  Alter  examination  in  Jane,  ^  the  Rev.  James  Manning  and  Prof. 
David  Howell,  entered  Rhode  Island  College.  Began  Horace,  Longinns,  and  Lnciui 
tn  October,  and  French  In  December.  ITTl.  Recited  with  the  first  class  that  recited  in 
the  new  College  Building.  Commenced  Oe<%raphy  in  Janaarr;  Xenophonln  Pebm- 
aT7;  Watt's  Iiogic  In  Hay ;  Ward's  Oratory  in  Jnne;  Homer's  Iliad  Id  July;  Duncan's 
Logic  In  August;  Longinus  In  October;  Hill's  Arlthmetie  same  month;  Hammond'a 
Algebra  and  British  Grammar  in  December.  Appointed  by  his  fellow  stndents  Preat- 
dent  of  a  Society  for  mutual  improvement,  styled  the  "  Pronouncing  Society."  1TT2. 
Pronounced  an  eulogy  on  a  fellow  stnilent.    Began  Btbics  In  January;  Baolld's  Ble- 
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menta  in  Pebmftrj',  also  HetsphyiicB,  Trigonometry,  and  Cloero'i  De  Oratore ;  Hartln's 
Phllosopby  In  Maj  ;  Martin's  Uae  ol  the  Globes  in  Angnst ;  Hebiew  QrainmaT  In  Decem- 
ber. 1T73.  Dnrltigthe  latter  part  of  Marchandbeginnlngof  April  accompanledtbe  Pres- 
ident on  a  tout  to  Xew  London.  Went  by  way  of  Plalnfleld,  and  retarned  by  way  of  StOD- 
ington  and  Westerly,  the  President  preaching  in  various  places  both  going  and  comtug. 

Thifi  is  the  tour  to  wliich  Manning  alludes  in  his  letter  to  Smith 
under  date  of  May  6,  1773 :  — "  I  have  made  a  tour  into  the  hither  parts 
of  Ck>nneGtiout  this  vacation,  and  preached  ^teen  times  in  fourteen 
days,  seven  of  them  in  Presbyterian  meeting-houses. "  Both  he  and 
Smith  were  accustomed  throi^hout  their  lives  to  make  tours  of  this 
kind. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  1,  1TT3.  At  length  the  day,  the  great,  the  ImporbRit  day,  is  come. 
O  may  it  prove  propitioDa.  Now  we  must  pass  from  easy  College  dntlea  into  the  buy, 
ImstUng  scenes  ot  life.  At  about  ten  o'clock,  the  Corpocatlon  being  assembled,  we 
walk  in  procession  from  the  College  Hall  to  the  Ber.  Mr.  Snow's  meeting-house,  where 
the  President  Introdnces  the  boalness  ot  the  day  by  prayer,  after  which  Nash  addresses 
the  assembly  In  a  Latin  Salutatory  oration;  then  follows  an  English  oration,  pro- 
noanced  by  Ut.  Foster,  upon  the  discovery,  progressive  settlement,  present  state,  and 
futnre  greatness  of  the  American  colonies ;  which  la  succeeded  by  a  syllogistic  dispu- 
tation in  La^n,  wherein  Litchfield  Is  the  respondent,  and  myself,  Padelford,  and  Til- 
Uughast,  the  opponents.  After  this,  TllUnghast  delivers  an  oration  on  politeness, 
which  flnlshes  the  exercises  of  the  forenoon. 

The  afternoon  exercises  begin  with  an  English  oration  tor  the  Master's  degree  upon 
civil  liberty,  by  Ur.  Dennis.  The  degree  of  A.  B.  is  then  conferred  on  myself,  Joseph 
Lltchfleld,  Jacob  Nash,  Philip  Padettord,  and  Henry  H.THlinghast;  and  the  degree  of 
A.  H.,  on  Messrs.  John  Dennis,  Theodore  Foster,  Samael  Nash,  and  Seth  Bead ;  also 
on  Doct.  Thomas  Eyras,  Secretary  of  the  Corporation,  and  late  of  Yale  College;  to 
wbleh  succeeded  my  valedictory  oration ;  and  then  a  most  solemn  and  pathetic  charge 
by  the  President,  to  oar  class.    The  whole  is  concluded  by  prayer. 

To  thifl  account  l^  Drowne  we  may  add  the  followii^  from  the 
Providence  Gazette :  — 

The  young  gentlemen  performed  their  respective  parts  with  great  propriety,  which 
lastly  procured  them  the  universal  applause  of  a  Judicious  and  candid  audience. 

This  chai^  of  President  Manning,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
Heniy  T.  Drowne,  Esq.,  of   New  York,  alao  a  grandson  of  Doct. 


y.Google 


248  BROWN   UNITBB8ITT  Chap.  VI. 

Drowne,  we  ai'e  happy  to  be  able  to  present  to  our  readers.  It  shows 
the  author's  excelleat  good  sense,  and  the  value  he  put  upon  religion 
as  the  chief  concern  in  life.  It  was  first  printed  in  the  Documentary 
History  of  Brown  Univereity. 

Mufvixo'a  Chabob. 

Tou  will  naturally  exp«ct  that  I  ihonld  ezprau  the  aaine  afEe<^oiiB(«  regard  tat 
jouc  welfare,  aa  tor  that  of  thoae  who  have  before  ehared  the  honors  ol  this  College,  by 
giving  you  a  parting  charge.  But  if  I  thonght  yon  would  expect  and  imagine  I  would 
give  it  aa  a  mere  thing  of  coutee,  and  with  unfeeling  formality,  I  should  either  entirely 
omit  it,  or  endeavor  to  conceive  It  in  auch  terms  and  utter  it  with  auch  tones  aa  wonld 
convince  you  of  my  Barneatnesa.  But  eren  to  suggest  that  you  were  all  capable  of  auch 
unaccountable  IgaenalbiUty,  would  be  highly  laJnrlonB  to  your  character,  for  which  I 
publicly  profeae  the  moat  tender  concern. 

With  you  I  coQBtder  the  acene  now  shifted,  sad  yon  to  have  exchanged  the  retire- 
roent  of  a  College,  for  the  clamorous,  or  at  least  busy,  acenea  of  lite ;  — tor  that  agitated 
ocean  on  which,  unleaa  Providence  la  diatinguishlngly  propitious,  you  may  expeot  to 
find  full  exerclae  for  all  your  abilities,  and  at  last  perhaps  scarce  weather  out  tbe 
atorma,  with  honor  and  advantage,  which  will  gather  and  thwart  even  a  virtnoua 

To  lay  down  general  rulea  and  uaeful  maxims  lor  your  future  conduct,  is  a  matter 
extremely  easy ;  tor  you  to  adopt  and  apply  them,  untutored  by  experience,  la  not  ao 
easy.  Experience  ia  a  kind  of  knowledge  that  ia  purely  personal,  and  hence  ariae  the 
numberleaa  mistakes  of  Inadvertent  youth ;  yet,  from  an  attentive  view  of  life,  much 
may  be  learned  from  others,  for  causes  aimilar  will  be  productive  of  aimilar  effects. 
The  same  course  of  action  which  has  brought  infamy  on  others,  will  Involve  yon  aiao ; 
and  the  virtuous,  useful  life  of  others  pointa  you  directly  to  that  reputation  which  they 
have  acquired.  So  far,  then,  success  may  be  hoped  tor  from  wholesome  lectures  read  to 
docile  minda,  and  a  suitable  charge  given  to  those  who  aim  to  tread  the  path  of  virtue 
and  climb  to  solid  reputation. 

The  sagacious  public  will  not  only  diacern  your  quantity  of  capacity,  but  decide  wbo 
of  yon  have  exerted  yourselvea  to  Improve  In  knowledge ;  and,  amall  aa  thla  claaa  ia, 
and  numeroos  as  the  diaadvantagea  under  which  It  has  labored  are,  I  am  not  without 
hopes  of  seeing  at  least  some  of  its  members  diatingulah  tbemsetvea  amongat  the  aorta 
of  aclence.  If  a  proper  foundation  has  not  been  laid  in  yonr  first  studies  to  initiate  yon 
into  the  knowledge  of  letters,  I  believe  you  will  do  yonr  instructors  the  Justice  to 
impute  it  to  something  elae  as  the  cauae,  rather  than  to  their  Inattention  to  your  int«T- 
est  or  their  duty. 
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And  though  a  eonne  of  fonr  yeoTB  in  College  without  forfeiting  k  standing  \)y 
Ticlone  coodnct  la  generally  thought  anfflclent  to  entitle  to  a  degree,  yet  sometbiDg 
more  than  passeaslng  a,  diploma  must  prove  that  you  merit  it.  I,  therefore,  charge  you 
to  preaa  forward  with  hasty  steps  In  the  road  to  knowledge,  and  if  an  immature  age, 
a  fickle  and  indolent  temper,  or  but  a  moderate  capacity  has  distanced  yoQ  In  the  race, 
let  mora  condrmed  age,  future  activity  and  redoubled  diligence  urge  you  on  with  a 
noble  ambition  at  once  to  even  outdo  yoursclvea,  and  agreeably  disappoint  the  expecta- 
tions of  your  friends. 

In  forming  yoQi  connections,  as  well  as  la  all  your  undertakings,  proceed  wiib  the 
utmost  caution.  The  neglect  of  this  has  proved  the  ruin  of  thousands.  Be  slow  to 
speak  and  swift  to  hear ;  be  angry  only  when  absolutely  necessary,  and  then  yon  nill 
not  be  likely  to  exceed  due  bounds.  Despise  the  narrow,  contracted  principle  which 
actuates  the  selfish,  aod  only  think  you  deserve  the  character  of  men  when  you  affec- 
tionately love  and  glow  with  ardor  to  promote  the  happiness  of  all  mankind.  Your 
personal  wants  ore  few,  unless  unnecessarily  multiplied  by  yourselves,  and  conse- 
quently yoD  may  expend  much  on  the  public. 

Remember  that  the  lowest  calling  in  lite  may  be  honored  by  a  proper  attention  puid 
to  the  duties  of  it,  and  that  the  highest  may  be  degraded  by  the  neglect  of  them. 
Aapire  not,  therefore,  to  an  exaltod  station  without  conscious  worth  to  entitle  you  to  it, 
and  an  unshaken  resolution  to  support  It.  Despise  as  well  those  fetters  of  the  mind 
forged  by  devoted  bigots  to  opinion,  as  those  tor  the  body  by  tyrannic  princes  and  legis- 
loturee.  Challenge  the  glorious  prerogative  of  thinking  for  yourselves  in  religions 
matters,  and  generonaly  grant  to  others  without  a  grudge  what  you  yourselves  deem 
the  dearest  of  all  blessings. 

I  have  a  right  to  expect  your  friendship  for  this  College,  and  your  strenuous  eier- 
tlons  in  Ita  Just  vindication,  while  I  Interdict  an  ungenerous  partiality.  Make  religion 
youT  first,  your  great,  your  only  concern.  Converse  intimately  with  death  by  devout 
meditation.  Read  with  the  closest  attention  the  Scriptures  of  Ood,  and  by  their  aid 
realise  the  awful  realities  of  eternity.  Hake  them  alone  the  standard  of  both  your 
talth  and  your  practice.  Refute  the  daring,  liceutloui  infidel  with  a  holy  lite,  without 
which  the  most  holy  profession  Is  both  utterly  Incredible  and  unavailing. 

And  should  any  of  you  assume  the  character  of  a  Christian  preachet,  I  warn  you 
to  beware  at  touching  this  sacred  ark  with  unhallowed  hands.  Remember  the  awful, 
ever  memorable  fate  of  thoee  who  offered  strange  fire ;  such  will  yours  be,  except  your 
heart*  are  purified  with  the  faith  of  the  Gospel.  Finally,  we  must  all  meet  at  the  tribu- 
nal of  (be  Supreme  Judge,  to  hear  the  decisive  sentence  according  to  our  choractera. 
May  this,  my  dear  pupils,  be  to  you  an  Introduction  Into  everlasting  joy. 
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Smith  in  his  diai;,  writes  thus  of  this  Commencement  week.  He 
preached,  it  will  be  observed,  the  UBual  sermon  Wednesday  evening :  — 

Mod.  Aug.  10,  1TT3.  Set  ont  for  ProTldenoe  la  Bliode  IbUdiI  Ooveranunt.  Got 
Uisre  on  Tuesday'  John  Danoan  went  witb  me.  Wed.  Sept.  1.  Attended  the  Com- 
mencemeat.  Five  took  their  degreei.  Freaohed  »  Mrmon  Id  the  eveolug  bom  TiMu 
11.11.  Thnrs.  2.  Mat  witb  the  CorpoKtlon  of  Rhode  Island  College.  Sab.  5.  Pte«ch«d 
» lermon  in  the  Baptist  meetlng-houge,  from  Lnlce  Ir.  18,  and  in  the  afternoon  at  Mr. 
Snow's  meeting-bonse,  from  1  John  iil.  3,  It  was  a  funeral  discourse.  Hon.  6,  Went 
to  Attleboroagb.  Tuea.  T.  Went  to  Hedflald  and  met  in  Association,  when  it  was 
determined  by  a  great  majority  not  to  carry  In  any  more  certificates. 

At  this  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  which  was  attended  by  fourteen 
Trust«es  and  six  Fellows,  Prof.  David  Howell  was  elected  a  Fellow  in 
the  room  of  the  Rev.  John  Davis,  deceased.  This  position  he  held 
until  his  death  in  1824,  a  period  of  fifty-one  years.  During  a  part  of 
this  time,  from  1780  until  1808,  he  served  as  Secretary.  Amoi^  the 
votes  passed,  was  one  directing  Edward  Thuraton,  Jr.,  to  procure  from 
England  a  copper  plate,  agreeable  to  a  form  prescribed  by  the  Fellow- 
ship for  conferring  degrees  by  diplomas,  and  that  one  hundred  of  said 
diplomas  be  struck  off  at  the  same  time  from  said  plate.  From  tiie 
records  it  appears  that  Capt.  William  Rogers,  of  Newport,  father  of  the 
"  first  student,"  had  bequeathed  to  the  College  the  sum  of  jG200,  lawful 
money.  The  salary  of  Professor  Howell  was  increased  to  £90,  lawful 
money. 

In  regard  to  "certificates,"  to  which  Smith  in  his  dlaiy  refers, 
Backus,  in  his  Church  history  thus  states  tJie  matter :  — 

In  September,  1TT2,  the  author  was  chosen  an  agent  of  the  Baptist  cbarohes  In  Mr. 
Davis's  room ;  and  the  following  events  took  place  among  tbem.  Tbough  tbelr  church 
in  Cbelmsford  bad  given  in  certlflcatea  according  to  law,  yet  they  were  all  taxed  to 
parish  teachers ;  and  in  a  cold  season,  Jan.  26, 1TT3,  three  of  their  society  were  impris- 
oned therefor  at  Concord,  one  of  whom  was  eighty-two  years  old;  and  they  commenced 
a  suit  in  law  for  recompense ;  but  tbelr  cases  were  long  delayed.  In  Bellingbam  eqnal 
liberty  was  enjoyed,  because  there  was  none  but  a  Baptist  minister  In  the  town;  but  a 
nnmber  of  Ms  bearers  wbo  lived  In  Mendon  were  so  much  oppressed  with  taxes  to 
Other  ministers,  that  In  the  three  preceding  years  they  estimated  their  damages  at  that 
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aocount  At  near  Atty  ponodi.  And  th«ae  and  other  things  betng  laid  'before  the  Baptist 
Committee,  Maj  0th,  they  adTised  their  agent  to  write  to  all  the  charches,  to  constdar 
whether  It  was  not  their  duty  to  refuse  to  give  any  more  certificates  to  the  power  that 
oppressed  them,  and  to  bring  In  their  conclusions  upon  It  to  their  next  Association. 

The  AssocistioD  met  in  Medfield  nn  the  7tb  of  September,  and  con- 
tinued in  Bession  three  dayB.  Ebenezer  Hinds,  of  Middleborough,  was 
chosen  Moderator,  and  William  Williams,  of  Wrentbam,  Clerk.  Eigh- 
teen churches  were  represented  by  pastors  and  delegates,  and  three 
more  churches  were  added  to  their  number.  The  debates  upon  the 
great  questions  of  the  day  must  have  be«n  full  and  spirited,  although 
the  mef^:re  printed  minutes  of  four  duodecimo  pages  contain  no  allu- 
sion thereto.  "  It  was  determined  by  a  great  majority  not  to  carry  in 
any  more  certificates,"  for  the  following  reasons,  among  others,  as  stated 
by  Backus:  — 

1.  Because  It  implies  an  acknowledgment  that  ciWl  mien  have  a  right  to  set  up  one 
religions  sect  above  another,  which  they  have  not.  2.  Because  the;  ore  not  represen- 
tativee  In  religious  matters,  end  therelore  hare  no  right  to  Impose  religious  taxe* 
3.  Because  such  a  practice  emboldens  the  actors  therein  to  assume  Qod's  prerogative, 
and  to  Jndge  the  hearts  at  others. 

The  Circular  Letter  has  this  paragraph :  — 

But  we  are  sorry  to  tell  you,  that  some  of  our  dear  Brethren  are  denied  the  frea 
enjoyment  of  that  choice  blessing,  LmwaxTof  CoHScmcB,  especially  in  this  Province; 
lUTing  many  of  them  bad  their  goods  violently  talun  from  them  to  support  a  way  of 
worahlp  contrary  to  their  conscience,  while  others  in  the  year  past  have  been  Impris- 
oned lor  the  same  purpose  In  a  manner  that  was  very  Inbuman. 

The  vacation  following  Commencement  Manning  improved  by 
visiting  the  churches  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  riding  in  his 
chaise  from  place  to  place,  and  preaching  as  he  had  opportunity.  The 
following  memoranda  of  his  journey  are  taken  from  Aitkens's  Ameri- 
can Register  and  Calendar  for  1778,  a  copy  of  which  was  preserved 
among  the  family  papers  and  books  of  Manning.  They  serve  to  show 
that  the  author's  preaching  services  were  in  request,  and  that  he  thus 
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commeoded  the  College  which  he  repreaeuted  to  the  good  will  of  the 
denomination :  — 

HemorandA  of  ye  places  and  times  I  am  to  preach  after  I  set  out  upon  my  Journey 
IStb  oE  September,  1TT3.  At  AttlelwTouKh,  2  o'clock ;  Medfleld,  Sabbath ;  Boston,  Hon- 
day  evening:  Wareham,  Tuesday;  Ipswich,  Wednesday  to  Friday;  4  o'clock  at  Elder 
Hacilmau's;  Sabbath  at  Haverhill ;  Monday.  1  o'clock  at  Chelmsford;  Tuesday,  4 
o'clock  at  O-raftoD ;  Wednesday,  10 o'clock  M  Sutton;  4o'clock,  at  Charlton;  Thursday, 
10  o'clock  at  Sturbridge;  evening  at  Brimfleld;  Friday,  I  o'clock,  at  Wllbraham ;  Sab- 
bath at  Springfield;  Monday,  10  o'clock, at  Enfield;  South  Brimfleld,  evening;  Tues- 
day, 2  o'clock,  Woodstock;  Wednesday,  10  o'clock,  at  Ablngton. 

President  Manning,  in  his  official  relations,  was  not  altogether 
unmindful  of  the  wise  man's  injunction  touching  the  rod.  "  John,"  to 
whom  Mr.  Hart  refers  below,  was  now,  it  seems  a  freshman  in  college. 
He  had  probably  been  one  of  Manning's  granLmar^school  pupils. 
Whether  he  profited  by  the  **  discipline,"  we  cannot  say.  As  his  name, 
however,  appears  among  the  graduates  four  years  later,  it  is  reasonable 
to  draw  the  most  favorable  inferences. 

CBAmLUToii,  Not.  9, 1TT3. 
Dbab  Mr,  Fruidkkt: 

I  have  hardly  time  to  say,  yonrs  of  the  0th  Sept.  ult.,  came  to  hand  two  days  ago.  I 
am  now  preparing  for  a  journey  into  Georgia,  very  high  up,  in  order  to  assist  my  good 
Brother  Pelot  iu  oonstituting  a  Baptist  church.  The  Lord  has  greatly  owned  the  labors 
of  our  young  Botttord ;  many  ore  converted,  baptised,  and  are  now  waiting  tor  the 
ODjoyment  of  church  privileges.  This  intelligence,  I  know,  will  be  agreeable  to  you ; 
more  so  than  the  account  you  gave  of  my  sad  boywaatome.  lam  sorry  John  hoe  con- 
ducted so  as  to  give  you  so  much  trouble,  and  to  forfeit  the  place  he  had  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Manning.  Had  I  been  apprised  of  Ills  unworthy  conduct  sooner,  perhaps 
I  should  have  remanded  him  back  to  Carolina;  for  I  am  not  in  such  affluent  circum- 
stances OS  to  throw  away  money  in  the  education  of  one  who  has  no  view  to  bla  own 
advantage.  I  thank  you,  however,  for  all  the  pains  you  have  taken  with  him,  and  that 
you  have  made  trial  of  the  discipline  of  the  rod.  Ijet  me  entreat  you  unweariedly  to 
exert  your  beet  endeavors  for  his  advantage.  Who  knows  hut  Qod  may  give  him  a 
turn  ?  I  should  be  sorry  he  should  return  a  worthless  blockhead.  When  I  retnm  from 
my  Georgia  route,  which  will  take  me  near  a  month,  I  shall  use  my  utmost  endeavors 
to  remit  you  some  more  guineaa.    t  have  enongh  due  me  if  I  could  oolieot  it;  but  oaih 
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was  never  bo  acarce  In  Carolina  aa  at  present.    This  la  an  aafavorable  clrcumatance, 
both  for  you  and  tor  me. 

I  Hhoald  be  glad  to  aee  an  account  of  your  late  Commencement  In  print.  Pray,  how 
goes  on  the  great  man  of  Haverhill?  I  have  beard  nothing  from  him  for  a  great  while 
past;  and  I  hear  almost  aa  little  about  Mr.  Btlllman,  or  our  affairs  In  Boston.  How  is 
Ur.  Davis's  place  supplied?    Hu  that  church  any  minister? 

Could  you  not  prevail  on  John  to  write  to  me  ?    I  have  received  but  one  letter  from 
him  for  the  apace  of  twelve  months,  although  I  have  sharply  reproved  him  lor  his  neg- 
lect, over  and  over  ag^n.    With  kind  love  to  Mrs.  Manning,  I  remain. 
Yours,  with  much  esteem, 

Ouvu  HxBT. 

To  THi  Bbv.  Jobk  Btlajo). 

Pbovivbncb,  Not.  26,  ITT3. 

EaVBBKHD  AMD  D)UA  SlK  : 

Yonra  by  Capt.  Bhand  I  received  iMt  week.  I  am  obliged  to  yon  for  the  number  of 
Calvlnist  Baptist  miniatera  In  England  and  'Walea,  and  for  information  where  I  may 
procure  a  list  of  Independent  ministers. 

I  did  not  know  before  that  it  was  Dr,  Stennett  who  procured  the  repeal  of  the  Aah- 
field  l&w  against  the  Baptists.  I  rejoice  at  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Biggs  and  Dans- 
oombe  to  the  number  of  laborers  in  the  vineyard  of  onr  Iiord.  I  shall  remember  and  do 
honor  to  such  worthy  characters. 

I  expect  we  shall  be  able  to  send  over  a  printed  account  of  the  College  the  next 
spring,  together  with  diplomas  to  those  In  England  who  were  graduated  the  last  fall. 
The  reason  ofonr  being  so  tardy  in  thlsmatterls,  the  Corporation,  at  their  last  meeting, 
ordered  us  to  revise  the  form  of  our  diplomas,  and  send  it  to  England  to  be  engraved  in 
copper  plate,  and  procure  a  quantity  of  good  parchment,  as  we  had  none  here  fit  to  send 
abroad.  Should  you  happen  In  London  on  the  reoelpt  of  this,  I  shonld  be  glad  to  have 
yon  inspect  the  draught  and  design,  and  prescribe  the  best  form  of  the  plate,  hands,  etc. 

I  shall  paydneattendon  to  the  literary  gentlemen  you  mentioned,  when  the  account 
of  the  College  Is  sent  over,  and  am  obliged  to  you  tor  your  proffered  klndDeaa  in  dis- 
tributing them.    This  I  shall  expect. 

I  know  not  whether  I  shall  ever  liave  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yoar  lace  In  the  flesh ; 
sltonld  my  life  be  spared,  though,  It  would  be  very  agreeable.  However,  we  shall  omit 
aothtng  which  Is  Jndged  agreeable  or  necessary  to  pave  the  way  for  some  future  petaooal 
•olicltatlou  in  favor  of  onr  College  In  England,  should  It  be  thought  expedient.  Am 
obliged  to  yon  for  the  aocount  of  books  on  fluxions  and  your  optical  card.  I  doubt  not 
I  shall  approve  ot  it  when  favored  with  a  sight. 
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In  aompuT  ^tb  701m  IieceiT«d  *  letter  from  that  Tenerabt«mM),B«T.  luao  Wood- 
man, together  wltli  anotbeT  tectlmonr  of  bis  good-wtll  toward  tia.  He  writes  like  an 
experienced,  modeat  father.  This  letter  I  mnet  ansirer,  though  I  am  greatl7  paralysed 
with  a  erowd  of  baeioeu,  and  oannot  do  It  at  I  wonld  be  glad  to  do,  Alao  Bev.  Benja- 
min WalllD,  ol  Iiondon,  aent  me  an  i^cteeable  letter,  accompanied  with  all  he  baa  pub- 
Uahed,  in  ten  volumes,  neatly  bound  and  gilt,  with  the  moat  ralaable  worka  of  John 
Banyan,  in  aiz  volnmee,  the  Beign  of  Grace,  by  William  Booth,  and  Wilaon'a  Ber> 
mons  — allfor  the  College  library.    Theae  I  eateem  valoable  presente. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  Hlnates  of  the  Asaodation  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  called 
the  Warren  Aaaoclatlon,  In  New  England. 

The  last  vacation  I  spent  in  riding  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  preaching 
twenty-flve  times,  to  a  nnmber  of  oar  little  Baptist  chnrohes  and  aocletiea  In  New 
England;  many  of  which  I  had  never  vlalted  before.  Waa  cordially  received,  and 
Importiued  to  repeat  my  visit  aa  aoon  aa  might  be.  In  general  found  religion  to  wear 
a  promlaing  aspect ;  but  in  many  places  they  met  with  great  interraption  from  the 
Establishment  in  New  England.  I  wonder  how  men  by  human  laws  can  establish  a 
religion,  and  then  have  the  effrontery  to  call  it  Chriat'e  kingdom ! 

I  should  have  aent  to  you  before  this  tor  a  nnmber  of  yoar  books,  bat  understood  yon 
had  sent  some  of  them  to  Mr.  Edwards,  directed  to  me,  which  I  have  not  seen.  With 
my  best  wishes  lor  your  welfare,  lam,  sir. 

Your  unworthy  brother  in  the  Qospel, 

Jjjisa  Hankiho. 

P.  S.  —  I  have  seen  Bev.  Aagustna  Toplady's  Treatlie  on  Predestination,  with  his 
letter  to  Rev.  Jno.  Wesley,  and  deem  them  masterly  performances,  answering  well  the 
character  yon  gave  him. 

To  Tn  Biv.   Bbkjakin  Walun. 

PBOVtnKtcx,  Nov.  26, 1T73. 
Bkvkmhd  AiTD  Deab  Sib: 

Tonrs  of  July  30th,  by  Gapt-  Shand,togetberwiththe  box  of  books,  came  safe  to  band 
laat  week;  for  which  I  retam  you  many  thanks,  as  well  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation 
of  OUT  College  ••  in  my  own.  I  have  not  had  leisure  to  peruse  many  of  the  pieces  since 
their  arrival,  bat  from  my  prepoaseaalon  in  favor  of  the  author,  and  from  what  I  have 
read  of  hla  works,  I  am  confident  they  wlllbe  highly  agreeable  j  so  that  yon  might  have 
spared  everything  said  by  way  of  apology  for  tbem  on  that  account.  I  am,  however, 
greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  Informationyonglveconceralngyour  entering  the  minis- 
try, your  age,  situation  in  the  world,  and  in  the  oburch  of  Qod,  etc.,  etc.  Your  present 
of  the  venerable  Bnnyan's  works  were  not  the  leM  welcome  lor  being  accompanied  with 
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the  Bgreaable  piesant  tram  the  Rev.  A.braham  Booth,  of  hU  Belgn  of  Oreoe,  and  of  Ht. 
Wilson's  SeTmona.    I  must  trouble  him  with  a  letter,  too. 

Wa  expect  next  spring  to  send  over  a  printed  aoconnt  at  the  rise  and  present  state  of 
the  College,  in  which  we  shall  give  Knscoonnt  of  themumer  of  donations  to  the  Collc^ 
by  wills ;  but  lest  that  should  come  too  late,  I  here  send  the  name  bj  which  it  is  known 
inlaw,  and  by  which  It  is  to  hold  donations,  nntil  some  more  dlstlngnished  benefactor 
shallgivelt  anewone.for  which  the  Corporation  have  liberty  In  the  charter. 

"  Item.  I  glre  to  the  Trustees  and  Fellows  of  the  College  or  Cnlrerslty  in  the 
English  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  ProTidence  Plantations,  In  New  England  in 
America,  the  sum  of ■" 

The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  last  year  or  the  year 
before,  prescribed  a  form  of  beqneathment  to  them,  in  which  they  say:  "  To  be  r^sed 
and  paid  by,  and  out  of  my  ready  money,  plate,  goods,  and  personal  effects,  which,  by 
law,  I  may  or  can  charge  with  the  psyment  of  the  same;  and  not  ont  of  any  part  of  my 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  and  to  be  applied  towards,"  etc.  The  particular 
design  must  be  expressed,  or  it  must  be  left  to  them  to  dispose  of  as  they  shall  think 
proper.  I  suppose  the  statute  of  Mortmane,  or  that  of  9th  of  George  II.,  made  this  pre- 
CAution  necessary.  But  as  out  frleads  In  Great  Britain  will  be  always  able  to  advise 
with  those  who  are  skilled  in  these  matters,  they  will  put  It  out  of  the  power  of  any  to 
defeat  their  benevolent  intentions,  after  they  are  gone  to  the  eternal  world.  Pardon  my 
being  so  particular  on  this  point:  the  loss  of  sundry  donations  to  the  society  above 
mentioned,  published  in  their  extracts,  suggested  the  thought. 

When  our  accoant  of  the  College  comes,  we  shall  not  be  sparing  la  unmbera  to  be 
distributed,  as  our  friends  Judge  proper. 

I  wonder  that  Mr.  Backus  is  behindhand  with  you,  as  he  la  not  commonly  tardy  In 
tbia  way.  He  Is  an  exoellent  man,  and  tbongh  nnfnmlshed  with  the  knowledge  of  let- 
ters, has  been  an  eminent  instrament  in  the  hands  of  Ood  to  spread  the  truth  in  this 
country,  as  well  by  hl«  publications  as  by  his  preaching.  He  has  lately  pablished  an 
appeal  to  the  public  in  favor  of  the  Baptist  society  in  New  England  i  and  he  Is  now  col- 
lactlug  materials  for  the  history  of  the  Baptists.  I  will  forward  Hr.  Edwards's  list 
by  the  first  safe  conveyance. 

Tour  information  of  the  low  state  of  religion  amongst  ns  is  but  too  tmet  May  the 
Lord  in  mercy  visit  ns.  I  travelled  this  fall  abont  three  hundred  and  flfty  miles,  and 
Tlsltedmauyof  the  Baptist  churches.  In  severalplaces  there  were,  I  thought,  evident 
marks  of  the  power  of  Ood  attending  gospel  means.  While  on  that  Journey  I  baptized 
tour  persona.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  decline  of  vital  godUness  la  old  England,  and 
<a  the  prevalence  of  AntUTrinitarlaniam,  or,  if  yon  please,  Infldellty.  I  believe  no 
•rgnmenta  will  effectually  refute  that,  in  men  of  corrupt  minds,  short  of  the  power  of 
divine  grace,  for  a  day  of  which  I  need  not  solicit  you  to  help  with  your  prayers. 
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I  km  gl&d  to  hear  yon  expreu  tbat  happy  degree  of  restgn&tion  to  tbe  will  of  God  In 
youT  bereaved,  afflicted  Btate.  Oh  tbat  hleised  wordi  "Oar  light  affiictioni,"  etc. 
Hay  Ood  grant  you  an  ezperlBncs  of  its  fall  import,  make  yonr  laal  dsya  yonr  beat, 
and  late,  very  late,  call  yon  home  from  earthly  labors  to  msDsiont  of  glory.  Thla  la 
the  sincere  pr^er  of 

Your  most  unworthy  brother  in  the  Qospel, 

JiMXa  UAItNIMO. 

The  following  is  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Abraham  Booth,  of  London^ 
proposing  an  "exchange  ot  some  letters."  Mr.  Booth  was  an  eminent 
Baptist  minister  in  his  day,  and  an  author  of  no  little  celebrity.  His 
"Reign  of  Grace,"  "Pedobaptism  Examined,"  "Apology  for  the  Bap- 
tista,"  "E^ay  on  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,"  and  numerous  other  relig- 
ious and  polemical  writings,  maybe  found  upon  the  shelves  of  the  Col- 
lege library.  Most  of  them  were  republished  in  1818,  in  three  octavo 
volumes,  with  a  memoir  of  the  author.  An  account  of  him,  compiled 
from  this  memoir.  Is  given  in  Rose's  General  Biographical  Dic- 
tionary :  — 

MKwrOftT,  Not.  26, 1TT3. 
Bbtkkkhs  jua>  Dkas  Sm: 

The  last  week  brought  your  agreeable  present  ot  the  Beigu  of  Grace,  and  tbe  Rev. 
Hr.  Wilson's  Sermons,  a  present  to  onr  College  library;  for  wblch  the  Corporation 
bave  ordered  me.  In  their  name,  to  return  you  their  thanks ;  an  agreeable  task,  aa  it  not 
only  gives  me  an  opportunity  ot  expTessing  my  gratitude  tor  the  donation,  but  opens  a 
door  toT  me  to  address  a  gentleman  and  brother  in  Christ  whoae  character  has  often 
been  represented  to  me  in  so  amiable  a  light  that  I  ahonld  think  it  a  happiness  to 
maintain  a  correspondence  with  jan,  it  agreeable  on  your  part. 

It  gives  me  pecnllar  pleasure  to  find  onr  friends  In  Great  Britain  mindful  of  thla 
Infant  Beminary.  It  greatly  needs  and  most  cordially  accepts  their  pMronage,  and 
wishes,  too,  an  Increase  of  benefactors.  I  hope  in  our  turn  we  shall  show  all  proper 
respect  to  all  lis  friends  who  can  Jnstl;  have  any  claim  npon  us. 

Should  it  be  agreeable  to  yon,  sir,  to  exchange  some  letters,  you  will  always  find  m* 
ready  to  execute  your  commands,  as  far  as  I  am  able.  Hay  yon  experience  In  yonr  aoni 
the  dominion  of  that  grace  you  have  so  agreeably  described,  is,  dear  sir,  the  devont 
wishot 

Tour  obliged  bnt  unworthy  brother. 
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Under  date  of  May  25,  1774,  we  find  tiie  foUowing  brief  letter 
addressed  to  the  Rev.  Benjaaiin  Wallin :  — 

BxvxREND  Ain>  Dbab  S»: 

Tonra  ol  February,  now  before  me,  wm  vet?  noceptable,  at  also  the  two  pamphlets; 
tor  which  I  letnm  you  my  hearty  thanks.  Hope  the  separation  in  Dr.  Gill's  cbaroh, 
alihongh  attended  with  some  drcamstsnces  In  themselves  disagreeable,  may  eventually 
prove  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel. 

Any  apology  In  behalf  of  your  production,  dear  sir,  Is  perfectly  unnecessary.  Mi. 
Booth's  piece  has  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Please  to  make  my  compUioents  to  him,  and 
to  any  others  who  may  inquire  after  your  unworthy  friend. 

Mr.  Bachns  Is  now  raking  Into  the  rnbblsh  of  time  to  collect  materials  for  a  History 
of  the  American  Baptists,  and  prosecutes  bis  design  with  great  Ewslduity. 

■A  very  ccnBlderable  number  of  Baptists  were  lost  winter  Imprisoned,  for  the  nou- 
payment  of  their  rates  to  the  Presbyterians,  in  the  Colony  ol  Hassachusetts  Bay;  — 
very  itl-timed,  considering  their  contest  with  the  British  Parliament  respecting  the 
right  of  taxation,  and  the  measares  they  might  have  gnesaed  would  have  been  par- 
aned.    But,  alasl  how  blind  are  we  to  our  own  fanltsl 

I  expect  the  accoant  of  the  College  will  be  complets  this  summer,  and  hope  yon  may 
not  be  disappointed  in  tbe  manner  of  its  execution.  We  are  not  sccnstomed  to  write 
for  the  pabllc  eje.  When  done  they  will  lie  forwarded  to  England  with  all  speed.  A. 
grievous  diairhsa,  for  several  months  past,  has  pat  it  out  of  my  power  to  contribute 
my  assistance,  or  it  would  have  t>een  more  forward  at  this  day.  I  heartily  thank  yon 
for  your  good  wishes  for  me  and  for  the  seminary,  and  hope  the  institution  may  prov* 
•  pabllc  blessing.  Kellgion  is  in  a  floarisbing  state  Id  several  of  tbe  places  around  ns, 
bat  low  in  Providence.    May  the  Lord  revive  his  own  work.    With  sincere  regards,  I 

Yonr  unworthy  friend. 

Jambs  MAjtima. 

*The  Baptist  committee  are  to  meet  at  Boston  to-morrow  on  this  business.  If  no 
redress  is  granted  from  government,  they  will ,  I  snppose,  apply  to  the  King  and  Council 
through  their  agents  in  London. 

We  close  this  chapter  with  a  letter  to  John  Ryland,  the  last  one 
which  Manning  was  able  to  send  him  for  more  than  two  years  :  — 

Nkwtort,  May  27, 1TT«. 
BKVX>Kin>  AXD  Dbar  Sik: 

Tbongh  I  had  no  tetter  from  yon  by  the  last  vessels,  I  cannot  omit  sending  yon  a 
line.    The  College  papers  have  been  retarded  by  my  Indisposition  through  the  past  win- 
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tei.  Ad  obatlnate  diturlicea,  for  several  tnontba  together,  took  airay  almost  all  hopes 
that  I  shonld  ever  recover  m;  health,  and  prevented  my  attention  to  bnilneas  tn  a  great 
measare ;  but  through  the  goodueas  of  Ood  I  am  liApplly  recovered.  The  Anecdote*  of 
the  College  will  be  drawii  up  and  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  the  other  papers. 
But  t  could  not  get  them  ready  by  this  opportunity.  This  spring  I  received  from  Phil- 
adelphia your  "Cause  of  Deism  Bnlned  Forever,"  etc. ;  and,  according  to  the  directions, 
forwarded  one  to  Harvard  College,  Mr.  Stlllman,  etc.  Return  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
one  presented  me,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation,  I  present  their  thanks  for  that 
given  to  our  College  library.  The  College  Is  in  mnch  the  some  state  as  when  I  wrote 
last.  Bellgion  Is  on  the  revival  In  some  places  in  New  England;  but  great  calamities 
seem  to  threaten  us.  In  consequence  of  the  dispute  relating  to  taxation ;  and  the  Ijord 
only  knows  when  this  dispute  will  end.  I  think  it  incumbent  on  ail  who  have  any 
interest  at  the  throne  of  Grace,  to  employ  It,  both  In  Britain  and  America,  ttiat  Ood 
would  pour  out  his  Spirit  on  us  all,  and  heal  tbe  breaches  sin  has  made. 

£  have  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  on  Mr.  Byland,  in  favor  of  Hr.  John  Brown,  for 
Ave  guineas,  as  usual.    Hy  Brother  Oanohas  returned  to  New  York  from  a  tonr  of  six 
or  seven  months  througb  tbe  Carolinos,    Have  not  yet  seen  him,  but  am  Informed  that 
he  brings  good  tidings  respecting  tbe  state  of  religion.    With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir. 
Your*,  etc., 

Jambs  llAVNiica. 

We  find  no  further  mentioa  by  Dr.  Manning  of  his  "  Anecdotes  "  or 
"Narrative  "  of  the  College.  His  ill  health  at  this  time,  tbe  cares  and 
anxieties  of  a  pastor  in  seasons  of  a  revival,  and  the  breaking  oat  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  probably  prevented  the  completion  of  his  litei^ 
ary  undertaking.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  his  papers  and  let- 
ters vere  not  more  carefully  preserved. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Harmiin  ot  political  discontent  — Wm  impending  — BeaolntionB  paaaed  at  town  meet- 
inga— Commencement  for  ITTl  — Cadets,  Pnalleers,  and  Untied  Ti«ln  of  Artillery— 
Bamabaa  Blnney's  remarkable  valedictory  address,  being  a  plea  for  religious  liberty 
—  Afterwards  publlslied  —  Other  members  of  the  graduating  claat  —  Letter  to 
Thomas  tTstlch— Meeting  of  the  Corporation  —  Donation  of  twenty  ponn  da  sterling 
from  the  estate  of  Dr.  Bernard  Foskett,  ol  Bristol  — Students  entering  the  College 
reqaiied  to  transcribe  the  laws- Copy  of  (he  laws  belonging  to  Enoch  Pond,  of  the 
claaaof  1T77,  with  the  PresldeoCt  signature,  now  preserved  on  file  — Laws  and  Cus- 
toms of  Rhode  Island  College  In  mi  In  full  —  Vacations  —  Freedom  ot  Conscience 
— First  day  oI  the  week,  or  Sunday  —  Chancellor  Hopkins —  Freshmen  to  pay  due 
resp«ct  to  their  Superiors- Speaking  on  the  Cbapel  stage  evenings  —  College  edifice 
still  in  an  unfinished  state-- Students  to  open  their  doors  to  the  College  officers- 
Required  to  speak  in  Latin  in  study  hours  —  Freshmen  required  to  kindle  the  fires — 
Religious  basis  of  the  College,  and  its  liberal  character  seen  In  these  "Laws  and 
Customs"  — Distinction  between  freshmen  and  seniors  — Steward  ot  the  College- 
Booms— HeaU— Orders  tor  the  dining  room  — Beginning  of  commons  — Efforts  ot 
Manning  in  resisting  oppressions- Meeting  ot  the  Warren  Auociatlon  in  Hedfleld 
— Resolve  to  send  Backus  to  the  Continental  Congress  In  Philadelphia  as  the  agent 
of  the  Baptist  churches  —  Idea  originated  with  Manning,  and  others,  at  the  Com- 
mencement the  week  prevlons- Case  stated  by  Backus  in  his  diary  — Plan  adopted 
by  the  Association  for  aiding  the  College  — Extract  from  circular  letter  prepared  by 
Heieklah  Smltb  —  Certificate  given  to  Backus  by  the  Association  —  Journey  to  Phil- 
adelphia—  Accountot  the  meeting  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  Oct.  14, 1TT4  —  Members  of 
the  Continental  Congress  present  —  Conference  opened  by  Manning,  who  read  a 
memorial- Result  o(  the  Conference  not  satisfactory  at  the  time  —  Resulted  event- 
■allylngood— Backne's  appeal  to  the  pnbllc  — How  this  Conference  ot  the  Baptists 
with  the  delegates  to  Congress  was  regarded  by  their  opponents —Memoranda  ot 
text*  from  which  Manning  preached  dnringthls  Journey  to  the  Jerseys  —  Political 
measures  adopted  by  tltls  first  Continental  Congress  —  Approved  t>y  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  at  a  special  session  In  December— The  patriotism  of  the 
Colony  unsurpassed  by  that  ot  any  other  Colony. 

Ahd  now  the  nmrmurs  of  political  diacontent  began  to  swell  and 
threaten,  which  were  soon  to  break  forth,  says  the  historian,  "  in  the 
war  ety  of  the  Revolution."  On  the  19th  of  January,  1774,  a  town 
meeting  was  called  in  Providence,  when  resolutions  were  passed  depre* 
eating  "a  tame  submission  to  any  invasion  of  American  freedom;'* 
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asserting  that  the  duty  imposed  by  Parliament  on  tea,  was  a  tax  on 
Americans  -without  their  consent ;  and  pledging  the  corporation  of  the 
town,  with  other  towns  and  colonies,  in  a  resolute  stand  gainst  this 
and  every  other  unconstitutional  measure,  and  forbidding  the  intro- 
duction of  tea  here  while  subject  to  a  duty. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  town  held  on  the  17th  of  May  following,  it  was 
Tesolved :  — 

That  this  town  will  heartily  joId  with  the  Piovluce  of  MasBachusetta  Bay,  and  th« 
other  colonies,  In  such  meaanreH  as  shall  be  generally  agreed  on  by  tbe  colonies,  tot 
the  protecting  and  securing  their  invaluable  natu rat  rights  and  privileges,  and  trans- 
mitting the  same  to  the  latest  posterity.  That  the  deputies  ot  this  town  be  requested 
to  use  their  Inflnence,  at  the  approaching  session  ot  the  General  Assembly  ot  this  Col- 
ony, for  promoting  a  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  ot  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  General 
Assemblies  of  the  several  colonies  and  provinces  of  Nortb  America,  lor  establishing 
the  Hrmest  anion,  and  adopting  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  appear  the  most  effect- 
ual, to  answer  that  important  purpose. 

In  accordance  with  these  inetructions  the  General  Assembly,  at  tbe 
June  session,  appointed  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward  delegates 
to  a  Continental  Congress.  This  was  the  famous  Congress  which  met 
in  Philadelphia,  to  which  we  shall  presently  refer. 

Commencement  this  year  was  held  for  the  last  time  in  Mr.  Snow's 
meeting-house.  For  the  following  full  and  interesting  account  we  are 
again  indebted  to  the  Providence  Q-azette :  — 

Wednesday  last  (September  Tth)  being  tbe  anniversary  Commencement  of  the  Col- 
lege In  this  town,  the  Hon.  the  Governor  ot  tbe  Colony,  escorted  by  the  Company  of 
Cadets,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Nightingale,  preceded  the  usual  procession 
from  tbe  College  Hall  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bnow's  meeting-house.  After  tbe  President  had 
introduced  the  business  of  the  day  by  prayer,  Mr.  Jones  pronounced  the  Salutatory 
Oration  in  L>atln,  upon  the  superior  advantages  which  the  modems  enjoy  above  tfaa 
ancients,  for  good  public  speaking;  after  which  Mr.  Poster  spoke  In  support  ot  this 
Thedis:  —  "Theatrical  exhibitions  corrupt  the  morals  ot  mankind,  and  are  prejudiclail 
to  tbe  State ;  "  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fennlman.  To  this  disputation,  succeeded 
kn  oration,  exposing  the  vulgar  notions  ot  apparitions,  etc.,  spoken  by  Mr.  Mann.  An 
oration  upon  the  necessity  and  great  ad  vantage  ot  cultivating  our  own  language,  spoken 
by  Mr.  Dorrance,  concluded  the  exercises  of  the  forenoon.    A  syllogistic  dispute,  "An 
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dtctamlna  Conacientiae  aunt  semper  optninperaDila,"  Introduced  the  exetcUei  of  the 
Ktternoon.  The  tlieals  was  defeaded  bj  Mr.  Dorrance;  the  opponents  were  Messrs. 
Binoey,  Fostei,  Jonas,  and  Fenniman;  after  which  Hr.  Ward,  one  ol  the  candidates 
tor  the  Master'B  degrees^  pronounced  an  oration  upon  patriotUm,  Id  which  were  con- 
talced  many  ]udicioas  obaerratlons  upon  the  present  political  circumstances  ot  the 
American  Colonies.  The  degree  of  Bachelor  ot  Arts  was  then  conferred  upon  Messrs. 
Barnabas  Blnne^r,  John  Dorrance,  Dwight  Foster,  Timothy  Jouee,  Jacob  Mann,  and 
Ellas  Penniman.  The  degree  ot  Master  In  Art*  was  conferred  on  Messrs.  Thomas 
Arnold,  Eanua  Cosset,  Benjamin  Farnham,  Thomas  Vstlck,  and  Bamuel  Ward,  alumni 
ot  the  College.  The  Hon.  Joshna  Babcoch,  ol  Yale  College,  the  Kev.  Isaac  Sklllman, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Steele,  ot  Nassau  Hall  College,  and  Mr.  John  White.  Jr..  ot  Harvard  Col- 
lege, were  also  admitted  to  the  degree  ot  Master  In  Arts  In  this  College.  The  Rev. 
David  Jonea,  Rev.  William  Vanhorn,  and  Mr.  William  Tllllnghast,  were  admitted  to 
the  honorary  degi'^e  of  Master  in  Arts.  The  President  then  addressed  the  Bachelors 
with  a  conclae  and  pertinent  charge,  to  which  sncceeded  the  valedictory  oration,  by 
Mr.  Binney,  being  a  plea  tor  religions  liberty,  corroborated  by  ecclesiastical  history, 
after  which  the  President  concluded  the  exercises  of  the  day  by  prayer. 

The  ftccount  in  the  O-azette  further  adds,  that  "the  Company  of 
Cadets,  in  uniforms,  made  an  elegant  and  trulj  military  appearance, 
and  both  in  the  procession  and  manceuvree,  which  they  performed  on 
the  College  Green,  prooured  universal  approbation,  and  convinced  the 
spectators,  that  Americans  are  no  less  capable  of  military  discipline  than 
Europeans."  This  company,  says  Staples,  had  been  incorporated  in 
1744,  as  an  Artillery.  Company.  .  In  June,  1774,  they  assumed  the 
■  name  of  the  Cadet  Company,  by  permission  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  were  commanded  by  a  colonel.  At  the  same  session,  June,  1774,  a 
Light  Infantry  company  was  also  incorporated.  Soon  after  this  a 
Grenadier  company  was  formed.  This  was  chartered  in  October,  and 
in  December  following,  the  Providence  Fusileers,  and  another  company 
of  Artillery.  In  April,  1775,  the  Fusileers  and  Artillery  were  united 
and  formed  into  the  United  Train  of  Artillery,  which  is  a  flourishing 
company  to-day.  The  Q-asette  of  Dec.  18,  1775,  says :  "  Not  a  day 
passos,  Sundays  excepted,  but  some  of  the  companies  are  under  arms ; 
so  well  convinced  are  the  people  that  the  complexion  of  the  times  rea- 
ders a  knowledge  of  the  military  art  indispensably  necessary." 
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Mr.  Binney,  who  was  graduated  on  this  occasion  with  the  valedic- 
tory honors  of  his  class,  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Bamahas  Binney,  of  Boe- 
ton.  In  early  youth  he  discovered  a  ready  and  prolific  genius,  which 
gave  promise  of  usefulness  in  the  clerical  profession.  But  the  liberality 
of  his  ideas,  says  his  biographer,  rendered  it  difficult  for  him  to  attach 
himself  to  any  particular  sect,  and  hence  he  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon  to  assume  the  vows  and  duties  of  a  professed  teacher  of  religion. 
He  therefore  perfected  himself  in  the  various  branches  of  medicine, 
and  finally  established  himself  as  a  physician  in  t^e  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. Here  he  died  June  21,  1767.  During  the  war,  from  1780  to  1781, 
he  was  senior  surgeon  in  the  Continental  army  hospital.  His  son,  the 
late  Hon.  Horace  Binney,  LL,  D.,  ranked  among  the  most  distinguished 
lawyers  and  jurists  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar.  His  sister  Avis,  it  may  be 
added,  was  married  in  1786,  to  Nicholas  Brown,  to  whom  we  so  frequently 
refer  in  these  early  annals.  Mr.  Bioney's  valedictory  oration,  which  was 
immediately  published,'  was  univeraally  regarded  as  a  splendid  produc- 
tion. After  the  usual  addresses,  it  discussed  fully  the  politics  of  that 
eventful  period,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  most  profound  attention. 
The  merits  of  this  production  were  greatly  enhanced  in  the  delivery  by 
the  gracefulness  of  the  orator,  and  the  uncommon  elegance  of  bis 
manners. 

Judge  Dorrance,  of  Providence,  was  a  member  of  this  class.  He  has 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  librarian  of  the  College,  having  been 
appointed  in  his  senior  year.  He  was  also  a  tutor  two  years,  and  from 
1798  until  1813,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Dwight  Foster, 
whose  name  also  appears  in  this  connection,  was  a  brother  of  the  Hon. 
Theodore  Foster,  of  the  class  of  1770.  He  settled  as  a  lawyer  in  Brook- 
field,  Mass.,  and  acquired  distinction  in  bis  profession.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  six  years,  and  from  1800  to  1803  was  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate. 

>A  copy  la  illll  preMTTed  la  tbe  UnlrerBlI;  Ubnif.  Tbe  foUowing  li  the  title:  "An  Ontlon 
delivered  on  tbe  lue  public  Cammgncemeat  M  abode  IilMid  College,  In  Proiideace.  September, 
ITT4 ;  being  »  ple»  for  the  right  ot  prlvUe  Judgment  In  religious  matte»,  or  for  the  liberty  of 
cbooilng  oar  own  religion;  corroborated  by  the  well-known  canaequenoea  of  prleitly  power;  to 
which  ueuineied  the  viledlatioiu  of  the  cIub  theDflTBt  grmdniLted.  By  BanubM  Binney,  A.  B. 
Boicou :  1774."    The  otMlon,  wKb  Che  llluatriitiTe  note*,  m&kes  a  imall  quarto  of  forty-foor  pigce. 
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The  following  letter,  directed  to  "Thomas  Ustlck,  achoolmaater,  New 
Tork,"  has  reference  to  this  Commencement.  Mr.  Ward,  we  observe, 
delivered  an  oration  for  the  Master's  degree,  but  the  other  candidates 
for  this  honor  took  no  part  in  the  public  exercises. 

Pbovidkhck,  May  30, 1TT4. 
Sm;  — This  is  to  let  you  know  Ibat  HeMrs.  Ward  and  Arnold,  70U1  clasBmateH, 
spent  this  evening  with  me  to  determine  their  CommeDceiDeut  exercises,  and  ther 
desired  me  to  ask  you  nbat  fon  propose  to  do  for  Commencement,  when  yon  expect  to 
be  at  Providence  to  prepare,  etc.,  etc.  These  things  you  are  desired  to  answer  by  the 
first  opportunity.  I  bad  from  Ashford  in  Connecticut,  this  day,  an  application  loi  a 
Baptist  minister.  I  mentioned  you  to  them ;  and  desire  you  to  confer  with  Hr.  Oaao 
on  the  subject,  that  be  may  bring  over  word,  when  be  comes.  Their  start  for  a  Baptist 
minister  is  a  new  thing ;  bnt  they  sntucribed  last  week  near  £000  lawful  money  towards 
building  a  meeting-house.  The  town  is  large  and  rich,  and  lam  told  that  lull  one  third 
have  declared  tor  the  Baptists ;  and  that,  in  case  they  can  get  a  minister  of  abilitlBs,  it  is 
the  general  opinion  that  niach  above  hall  the  town  will  attend  the  meeting,  though 
there  are  three  parishes  in  it.  The  richest  men  are  on  our  side,  and  they  say  tbey 
believe  In  supporting  the  minister  handsomely.  What  say  you  of  visiting  them,  at 
least,  as  soon  as  you  can  with  convenience  7  I  want  you  to  send  me,  by  the  flrst  oppor* 
tnnlty,  two  dozen  grammars,  and  I  will  satisfy  you  lor  your  tronble.  Show  this  to  Mr. 
Oano,  and  tell  him  we  expect  him  over  very  soon,  and  also  Mrs.  Gano  and  the  children, 
to  spend  the  summer  with  us.  Tell  them  not  to  disappoint  na.  All  are  well  with  us, 
and  at  Hiddlehoroagh.  Mr.  Hinds  went  from  here  this  day.  Enclosed  1  send  two  pro- 
posals, etc.,  which  I  received  this  evening  from  poor  Boston.  Please  hand  tbem  to  Mr. 
Oano,  to  use  as  he  thinks  proper.  It  is  now  almost  midnight,  and  I  can  hardly  see; 
besides,  I  have  told  Mr.  Oano  all  I  know  in  a  letter  written  since  I  received  au^  from 
him,  or  I  would  write  blm  now.  There  are  thirty-Qve  or  thtrty-six  students  in  College, 
and  many  of  them  flna  young  men.    Tell  friends  they  are  remembered  by 

JxMBS  Han  KINO. 

The  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held  on  the  day  of  Commence- 
ment and  adjourned  until  the  next  day,  Thursday,  September  8th. 
Among  those  present  we  notice  the  familiar  names  of  Nathan  Spear,  of 
Boston,  John  G-ano,  Hezekiah  Smith,  Samuel  StUlman,  the  brothers 
Nicholaa  and  Joseph  Brown,  Job  Bennet  and  Nicholas  Eyrea.  Mr.  John 
Jenokea  was  chosen  a  Trustee  in  the  room  of  Judge  Daniel  Jenckes, 
recently  deceased.    Mr.  John  Brown,  '*  Merchant,"  was  now  chosen 
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Trustee  in  the  room  of  William  Brown,  of  Swansea,  who  resigned. 
The  thanks  of  the  Corporation  were  voted  to  Mr.  Nathan  Spear  tor  his 
generous  donation  of  ten  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  the  increase  of  Pro- 
fessor Howell's  salary ;  also  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Hugh  Evans  and  Benj. 
Beddome,  of  Great  Britain,  for  their  generous  donation  of  ^20  sterling, 
out  of  the  effects  left  in  their  hands  "with  discretionary  powers  " 
of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Dr.  Bernard  Foskett.  Dr.  Foskett 
was  Principal  of  the  Bristol  Academy,  where  Evans,  Beddome,  John 
Ryland,  Morgan  Edwards,  and  other  distinguished  Baptist  divines 
received  their  education. 

Among  the  requirements  for  admission  to  Rhode  Island  College  in 
its  early  days  was  one  obliging  every  student  to  transcribe  the  laws 
and  customs  thereof ;  which  copy,  signed  by  the  President,  was  to  be 
the  evidence  of  his  admission,  and  to  be  kept  by  him  while  an  under- 
graduate. This  was  the  requirement  of  the  Collie  of  New  Jersey 
when  Manning  was  a  student,  as  we  have  stated  in  oar  first  chapter. 
During  the  present  year,  1774,  fifteen,  says  Judge  Pitman  in  his 
Alumni  Address,  entered  the  Freshman  class ;  eight  of  these  were 
from  the  Latin  School  in  Providence,  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  David,  of  the  class  of  1772,  "one  of  the  best  instructors," 
says  one  of  the  eight,  "  I  have  ever  known."  One  of  this  Class  was 
the  Rev.  Enoch  Pond,  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  who  took  his  Bachelor's 
degree  in  1777.  Many  yeare  ago,  after  the  publication  of  the  writer's 
Life  of  Manning,  a  member  of  Mr.  Pond's  family  sent  to  the  Library 
his  copy  of  the  College  Laws,  with  the  corrections  and  signature  of  the 
President.  The  date  on  the  cover  is  March,  1774.  At  the  end  is  the 
following :  — "  Having  perused  the  above  I  find  them  to  correspond 
to  the  copy.  James  Manning,  President."  As  Montesquieu  well 
remarks,  "  the  character  of  institutions,  and  alike  of  nations,  is  best 
known  from  their  laws."  Having  in  our  first  chapter  introduced  some 
of  the  "Laws  and  Customs  "'of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  we  now, 
making  use  of  Mr.  Pond's  copy,  publish  for  the  first  time  the  "  Laws 
and  Customs  "  of  our  own  Rhode  Island  College,  which  naturally  are 
based  upon  those  of  New  Jereey. 


,v  Google 


in*.  AND  MANNING.  265 

Laws  ahs  Cdbtokb  or  Ebodb  Iii.axd  Coli.tcx,  1774. 
IK.  Tbat  the  hours  of  study,  botwoen  the  (all  and  spring  vacatioiu,  shall  lie  iTom 
morning  piayerB,  one  hour  before  breakfast;  from  9  o'clock  a.  m.  until  12  o'clock;  from 
3  o'clock  r.  H.  until  sunset ;  and  from  T  until  9  in  the  evening.  Between  the  .spring 
and  (all  vacations, one  hour  after  morning  prayers;  from  8  o'clock  a.  m.  until  13 
o'clock;  from  2  o'clock  r.  m.  until  6;  and  no  one  shall  be  out  of  his  Chamber  after  9 
o'clock  Id  the  evening. 

These  are  similar  to  the  hours  of  study  during  President  WaylMid's 
administration. 

2d.  That  every  student  attend  prayers  In  the  Hall  morning  and  evening,  at  T 
o'clock  between  the  fall  and  iptlng  vacations,  and  at  6  o'clock  between  the  spring 
and  fall  vacations  in  the  morning;  and  at  6  o'clock  and  annaet  in  the  evening,  during 
which  they  shall  behave  orderly  and  decently. 

These  vacations,  as  specified  in  the  laws  of  1783,  were  as  follows:  — 
"  From  September  6th  to  October  20th  ;  from  December  24th  to  Jan- 
aaty  24th  ;  and  from  the  first  Monday  in  May  three  weeks  ;"  that  is, 
six  weeks  in  the  fall,  four  weeks  in  the  winter,  and  three  weeks  in  the 
spring.  The  summer  term  commenced  about  the  first  of  June  and 
continued  until  Commencement  in  September.  In  these  later  days  it 
seems  almost  impossible  to  teach,  preaci),  study,  or  even  to  do  business 
during  the  warm  season,  when  everyone  who  can  hies  to  the  mountains 
or  seashore.  In  the  catalogue  for  1848,  when  the  writer  entered  Col- 
lege, the  announcement  for  vacations  reads  as  follows  :  —  "  The  first 
term  begins  on  the  Friday  after  Commencement  (which  was  held  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  September)  and  continues  until  December  14th, 
fourteen  weeks,  when  it  is  succeeded  by  a  vacation  of  three  weeks. 
The  second  term  commences  January  5th,  and  continues  till  April  4th, 
thirteen  weeks,  when  it  is  succeeded  by  a  vacation  of  four  weeks.  The 
third  term  commences  May  3d,  and  continues  to  July  25th,  twelve 
weeks,  when  it  is  succeeded  by  a  vacation  till  Commencement." 

3d.    That  every  student  attend  public  worship  every  First  Day  of  the  week  steadily, 
uanch  place  as  be,  hie  parenta,  or  gnaidlana,  shall  think  proper;  provided  that  any 
who  do  not  attend  with  officers  of  initrnction,  produce  vouchers,  wben  demanded,  of 
their  steady  anA  orderly  attendance. 
34 
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N.  B.  Such  aa  regulAtly  and  itAtedtr  keep  the  seTenth  day  b«  the  Sabbath,  are 
exempted  (rom  this  law,  and  are  only  required  to  abetain  Itom  secnlar  concerna  which 
would  iutcrrapt  their  IflUowHtudeiita. 

Here,  ^ftin,  we  huve  "freedom  of  conscience."  The  law  for  the 
attendance  on  public  worship  duiing  President  Wayland's  administnk 
tion,  reads  as  follows ;  —  "The  right  of  Christians  of  every  denoinin&> 
tion  to  enjoy  without  molestation  their  rel^ous  sentiments,  is  fully 
allowed;  nevertheless,  as  the  public  observance  of  the  Sabbath  is  a 
moral  duty,  at  the  beginning  of  each  term  every  student  shall  designate 
to  the  President  or  other  officer  named  by  him,  some  place  of  public 
wonjbip  which  he  chooses  to  attend,  and  he  shall  attend  such  place  of 
worship  on  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  of  every  First  Day  of  tiie  week." 
During  subsequent  administrations,  the  law  reads  thus:  —  "All  stu- 
dents of  this  University  are  strictly  required  to  attend  public  worship 
twice  on  the  Sabbath.  For  this  purpose  each  one  shall  report  to  the 
President  at  the  beginning  of  every  term,  the  church  which  he  will 
attend." 

4th.  That  DO  Htudent  boarding  Id  oommonB,  go  oat  of  the  College  yard  on  the  First 
Dft7  of  the  week,  uDleu  to  public  worship ;  but  that  the  whole  of  the  day  be  observed 
h;  abstaining  from  all  seculaT  conceins,  recieaUone  and  diversions. 


The  First  Day  of  the  week,  or  Sunday,  was  no  holiday  in  Manning's 
estimation.  Later  laws  are  similar.  In  the  laws  as  published  in  1835 
we  read :  —  "  Every  student  is  required  on  the  Sabbath  day  to  refrain 
from  the  usual  exercises  and  diversions,  from  playing  on  instruments  of 
music,  except  to  perform  a  part  in  sacred  psalmody,  and  from  anything 
which  is  unbecoming  the  retirement  and  sacrednesa  of  the  day." 

5th.  That  when  anr  stDdent  attsada  an;  rellgiona  society  whatoTer,  he  behave  with 
■ultable  grarl^  and  deoeooy. 

6th,  That  no  student  read  any  book  In  study  hours,  excepting  the  classios,  or  those 
which  tend  to  Illustrate  the  suh]«ot  matter  of  his  recitations  for  the  time  being. 

Tth.  That  each  one  continue  Id  his  room  Id  the  hours  ol  study,  unless  to  do  »a 
errand.  In  which  he  shall  be  speedy :  or  to  attend  recitations. 

8th.  That  no  one  enter  another's  room  without  first  knooking  M  the  door  kad 
obtaining  liberty. 


,,Google 


1114.  A2n>  MANNING.  267 

9th.  That  no  BtadsEt  maka  anf  alaj  In  uiy  room,  oi  meddle  with  anything  in  it 
^longing  to  the  occupants,  in  their  absence,  wlthont  license. 

10th.  That  each  one  attend  recitation  twice  In  a  day,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall 
be  appointed. 

11th.  That  no  one  practise  attending  upon  company  in  bis  toom  in  study  home;  or 
keep  spiritaoas  Uqnois  in  his  room  without  liberty  obtained  of  the  President. 

12th.  That  no  student  at  any  time  make  any  unnecessary  noise  or  tnmalt,  either  in 
his  room  or  in  the  entries ;  but  that  each  one  endeavor  to  preserve  tianqnlllity  and 
decency  In  words  and  actions  at  all  times. 

13th.  That  no  one,  when  In  another's  room,  meddle  with  or  examine  bis  books  and 
writings. 

11th.  That  no  one  be  absent  Irom  any  collegiate  exercises  without  first  rendering 
bis  excuse  to  his  InBtrnctors,  or  go  out  of  the  College  yard  iu  the  time  of  study,  without 
liberty. 

lllth.  That  If  any  one  da  damage  to  the  College  edifice,  or  the  goods  of  others,  he 
shall  repair  the  same. 

IBth,  That  no  student  wear  his  bat  within  the  College  walls,  excepting  those  who 
steadily  attend  the  Friends'  Meeting. 

ITth.  Nor  when  speaking  to,  or  Is  spoken  to,  or  Is  In  company  with,  any  officers  of 
instruction,  except  he  is  permitted  by  them  to  put  it  on. 

Chancellor  Hopkins,  who  was  Manning's  constant  adviser  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  College,  doubtless  assisted  in  the  framing  of 
these  I^ws  and  Customs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  attended  their  worship. 

18lh.  Tbafno  one  pass  by  any  ot  the  Corporation,  or  officers  of  the  College,  with- 
out ahowiug  them  proper  respect. 

IBth.  That  due  respect  be  paid  to  those  of  a  superior  standing  by  inferiors,  by  giving 
them  the  precedence  and  choice  of  seata. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  lawa  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
which  required  Freshmen  to  go  on  errands,  give  the  highest  place  to 
Seniors,  if  spoken  to  g^ve  a  direct  answer,  with  the  word.  Sir,  at  the 
end  thereof,  and  to  abstain  from  wearing  a  gown.  See  Chapter  I., 
pages  30,  81. 

20th.  That  each  student  treat  the  inhabitants  ot  the  town  and  all  others  with  whom 
they  converse  wltb  civility  and  good  n 
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21st.  ThM  each  one  observe  strictly  the  rules  of  morality  In  general,  transgressions 
of  which  shall  be  punished  according  to  their  nature  and  aggravating  circumstances. 

22d.  That  DO  one  pla;  at  cards  or  any  nnlawtul  games,  swear,  lie,  steal  ot  get 
drank,  use  obBcene  or  Idle  words,  strike  bis  fellow  students  or  others;  or  keep  com- 
pany with  persons  ot  a  known  bad  cbaiacter,  or  attend  at  places  of  Idle  and  vain 

23d.  That  the  conduct  ot  each  student  with  respect  to  morality  or  good  manners  In 
the  vacation,  shall  be  cogDlsable  equally  as  when  present  at  tbe  College. 

24th.  That  no  student,  during  the  time  of  reidtations,  suggest  anything  to  his 
classmates ;  or  by  any  other  means  Interrupt  their  attention. 

2Sth.  That  every  evening  two  shall  pronounce  on  the  stage,  beginning  with  the 
Senior  Class,  and  proceeding  down  alphabetically  tbrougb  all  tbe  classes. 

This  custom  waa  kept  up,  with  certaio  modificationa,  down  to  nearly 
the  cloee  of  Preeident  Wajland's  adnuDiatratioD.  In  the  writer's  day- 
it  was  customaty  for  one  member  of  the  Senior,  or  Junior  class,  to 
deliver  after  evening  prayers  an  oiiglnal  oration,  or  essay,  on  the  stage. 
The  Hon.  Tristam  Butges,  in  an  address  before  the  Federal  AdelpM, 
thus  alludes  to  this  custom  in  his  day :  —  "  You  all  remember  the  ele- 
vated, advanced  stage  where  the  speaker  took  hie  stand,  when,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  authority,  surrounded  by  the  entire  collegiate 
assembly,  awed  by  the  continued  and  pervading  spirit  of  the  hour  and 
the  occasion,  he  gave  utterance  to  his  own,  eo  soon  as  the  last  echo  of 
the  voice  of  devotion  had  ceased  to  whisper  in  the  ear  of  the  listening 
audience.  It  was  not  to  all  the  assembled  Greeks,  it  was  not  at  the 
OljTupic  Grames  that  he  spoke ;  but  the  pupil  who  passed  through  this 
ordeal  under  the  eye  of  Manning  or  Mazcy,  has  never  since  that  time, 
with  more  anxiety  prepared  himself  for  any  other,  or  gone  through  it 
with  more  fear  and  trembling."-  The  laws  for  1836  read:  —  "One  stu- 
dent from  each  of  the  two  upper  classes  shall  declaim  in  the  Chapel, 
every  evening,  immediately  after  prayers." 

26th.  That  on  the  ftiat  Wednesday  ot  every  month,  each  student  shall  publicly  pro- 
nounce an  oration,  which  be  shall  have  prevlonsly  committed  to  memory. 

2Ith.  The  Senior  and  Junior  classes  shall  each  ot  them  write  a  Dispute  every  week 
and  read  the  same,  npon  such  subjects  as  shall  be  appointed  them.  LaUu  Syllogiatte 
Disputes  are  to  be  kept  up  and  duly  cultivated. 
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28tb.  That  no  student  make  use  ol  any  boardg,  timber,  or  any  otber  materials 
belonging  to  tbe  College  edifice,  for  any  purpoae  whatever,  witbout  flrat  obtaining  lib- 
erty from  tbe  committee  for  that  pnrpoge. 

The  College  edifice  was  still  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  heaoe  mate- 
rials, aa  here  described,  were  stored  in  the  building  or  packed  up  in  the 
yard. 

39tli.  Tliat  every  etodent  in  College  shall  take  particular  care  of  Are,  not  carrying 
it  needlessly  out  of  their  rooms  in  pipes  or  otherwise;  that  they  carefully  cover  or 
quench  tbeir  Ares  when  tbey  retire  to  bed  or  leave  their  rooms;  and  that  they  cause 
their  respective  chimneyA  to  be  swept  out  every  year. 

30tb.  That  no  student  stay  beyond  the  limited  term  ot  vacation,  or  any  otbet  term 
allowed  him  to  be  absent  from  College. 

31st.  That  a  weekly  bill  be  kept  in  rotation,  beginning  and  proceeding  alphabeti- 
cally, by  all  except  the  Senior  class ;  in  which  sbftU  be  noted  inattendance  at  prayers, 
onh«coming  conduct  there,  or  any  breach  of  the  Uws  of  College,  of  which  the  monitor 
shall  take  strict  notice. 

SSd.  That  a  Qoartetiy  Monitor  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  take  the  weekly  hilla 
after  they  are  examined,  and  take  a  particular  account  of  all  the  transgressions  which 
shall  not  be  excused;  and  this  bill  shall  be  produced  at  the  quarterly  examination 
before  the  gentlemen  who  may  attend  tbe  same,  as  matter  ot  conviction  against  those 
who  shall  be  tardy  and  deficient.  He  shall  also  collect  the  lines  and  deliver  them  to 
tlie  President. 

33d.  And  that  none  may  Imagine  that  tbe  officers  ol  instruction  desire  any  benefit  - 
to  themselves  from  tbe  fines  arising  from  the  transgressions  of  the  laws,  it  is  declared 
that  all  the  money  so  arising  shall  be  converted  into  premiums,  to  be  awarded  to  those 
wbo  shall  excel  at  the  public  examination,  always  obeervingthat  the  premiums  of  each 
class  shall  be  made  up  ot  the  fines  ot  tbe  class. 

S4th.  That  no  student  refuse  to  open  his  door  when  he  shall  bear  the  stamp  of  the 
toot  or  staff  at  bis  door  In  the  entry,  which  shall  be  a  token  that  some  officer  of  Instruo- 
Uon  desires  admission)  which  token  every  etadent  is  forbid  to  counterfeit  or  Imitate 
nnder  any  pretence  whatever. 

The  law  o£  the  College  of  New  Jeisey  reads :  —  "  The  President,  or 
Tutors,  when  not  admitted  into  a  room,  may  signify  their  presence  by 
a  stamp,  which  signal  no  scholar  shall  imitate  on  penalty  of  fire  shil- 
lings, proclamation  money.    (Six  shillings  to  the  dollar.) 
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SBth.  ThM  the  Quarterly  Moaltor  ahall  take  ttn  account  of  the  fines  impossd,  and 
Ktider  his  accoant  and  deliver  the  money  to  the  PrMldent  at  each  quarter  day,  which 
shall  be  propoeed  as  premlume  tor  each  class  at  the  end  ol  the  ensntng  quarter. 

36th.  That  in  the  hours  of  study  no  one  spook  to  another  In  th«  College,  or  Collega 
yard,  except  In  Latin. 

Were  this  rule  enforced  to-da^,  profound  silence,  in  the  words  of  a 
witty  critic,  would  reign  throughout  the  College  halls.  Latin,  a  cen- 
tory  and  more  ago,  received  far  more  attention  than  now.  This  same 
rule  is  repeated  in  the  laws  enacted  in  1783.  Rule  27,  it  will  be  noticed, 
requires  Latin  Syllogistic  Disputes  to  be  kept  up  and  duly  cultivated. 
At  most  of  the  early  Commencement  exercises  there  was  a  Latin  Dis- 
putation, and  Latin  Theses  were  printed  in  the  programmes,  as  we  have 
before  stated,  even  until  near  the  close  of  Messer's  administration. 
The  school  first  established  by  Manning  in  Warren  was  called  a  "  Latin 
School." 

STth.  That  the  Freshmen  Class,  in  alphabetical  order,  kindle  a  fire  seasonably  before 
monitng  prayers.  In  the  room  where  they  ate  attended,  daring  the  winter  season. 

No  wonder  that  the  Freshmen  sought  to  be  promoted,  and  rejoiced 
when  they  were  advanced  to  a  higher  class.  One  of  the  laws  of  the 
College  of  New  Jersey  required  that  "  every  Freshman  sent  of  an 
errand  shall  go  and  do  it  faithfully  and  make  quick  return."  One  of 
the  traditions  of  Rhode  Island  College,  and  of  the  University  in  the 
days  of  Messer,  is  that  the  Freshmen  were  expected  to  wait  upon  the 
Seniors.  The  custom,  it  is  said,  was  broken  up  when  a  bright  Fresh- 
man, having  been  seat  by  a  Senior  with  a  dollar  bill  to  the  store  near 
by  for  some  smoking  tobacco  and  a  pipe,  returned  with  ninety-nine 
pipes  and  one  cent's  worth  of  tobacco. 

38th.  That  the  penalties  annexed  to  the  foregoing  laws  shall  be  proportioned  to  the 
natnre,  olrcnmstanceB,  and  aggravations  attending  the  several  offences.  Alter  private 
admonition  the  pecuniary  penalties  shall  be  from  two  p«nce,  lawful  money,  to  three 
Bbilllngs.  The  highest  and  last,  excepting  for  absence  from  College,  shall  be  six  shil- 
lings, or  a  dollar,  after  which  they  shall  be  publicly  admonished  before  the  College  and 
Corporation,  which,  proving  ineffectual,  the  offenders  shall  be  mstica ted,  or  suspended. 
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from  all  ooDoeoUoD  with  the  College,  after  which  degraded,  if  judged  necesaar^.  For 
the  last  and  couoludlng  punlshmeDt  the^  ahftll  be  totally  and  forever  expelled  from  the 
College. 

39(h.  As  it  is  an  incnmbent  dnty  on  all  the  inBtmctora  of  yonth  taithfally  to  guard 
and  solemnlj  to  warn  them  against  the  most  distant  approaches  to  t1c«  and  llcentlons- 
n«ss>  as  well  as  to  Incnlcate  the  principles  of  Tirtue  and  religion ;  and  as  InfldBllty,  or 
the  denial  of  the  anthentlcitj  of  the  Scriptures  ot  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  as 
appears  from  fact  as  well  as  from  obvious  reasoning,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  frustrate 
this  moat  important  design,  the  grand  object  In  view  of  the  founders  of  this  Institution, 
as  appears  from  the  Charter,  which  enacla  that  Cbrlstians  ot  every  denomination  shall, 
without  the  least  molestation  in  the  peoullarltles  of  their  religious  principles,  enjoy 
free  liberty,  etc.,— 

40th.  In  order,  therefore,  that  youth  of  every  denomination  of  Christians,  who  have 
resorted  or  who  may  resort  here  for  edncatioD,  ma;  not  in  any  wise  be  molested  In  the 
free  enjoyment  of  their  pecuUarltlea  in  rellgioua  aenttments  and  Christian  faith,  by 
Tldicate,  sneera,  acofflog,  Infldel  suggestions,  or  any  other  means  which  tend  to  harass, 
diaqniet  and  render  them  uneaay  dating  their  residence  at  College. 

4)st.  It  Is  ordered  and  enacted,  that  If  any  student  ol  this  College  shall  den;  the 
being  of  a  Qod,  the  existence  of  virtne  and  vice ;  or  that  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teataments  ate  of  divine  aathotit;,  or  suggest  any  scruples  of  that  nature,  or  ctronlate 
books  of  such  petnlolona  tendency,  or  frequent  the  company  of  those  who  are  known 
to  bkvot  ench  fatal  errors,  he  shall  for  the  second  offense  be  absolutely  and  forever 
expelled  ttom  this  College.  (Toung  gentlemen  ot  the  Hebrew  nation  are  to  be 
exempted  from  this  law,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  New  Testament  and  Its  authenticity.) 

The  religious  basis  of  the  College  in  the  days  of  Manning,  as  veil 
as  its  liberal  chaiactei',  are  plainly  seen  in  these  last  laws,  which 
in  a  later  edition  are  classed  as  "  Concerning  a  religious,  moral,  and 
decent  behavior."  The  President  evidently  believed,  with  the  Divine 
Teacher,  in  "  Moses  and  the  Prophets."  The  writings  of  men  like 
Paine  and  Voltaire,  which  teach  that  *'  no  book  in  the  Bible  was  written 
before  the  exile,"  that  all  the  books  are  compilations,  and  full  of  con- 
tradictions, and  that  "  all  the  contradictions  in  time,  place,  and  cir- 
cumstance, that  abound  in  the  books  ascribed  to  Moses  prove  to  a 
demonstration  that  those  books  could  not  be  written  by  Moses,  nor  in 
the  time  of  Moses,"  found  no  favor  with  him.  It  is  a  singular  fact 
ttiat  at  the  present  day,  after  the  lapse  of  a  century,  views  like  those 
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above  named  are  endorsed  by  scholars,  writers,  and  even  professed 
teachers  of  religion,  as  the  results  of  the  "  Higher  Criticism,"  so  called, 
and  openly  taught  in  many  of  our  colleges  and  theological  schools.' 

42d.  Whoever  shall  sta;  beyond  the  limited  tetm  of  vacation,  or  the  esplrBtlon  of 
the  time  for  which  he  bad  liberty  to  be  absent,  shall  pay  coiuiaona  bill  to  the  Steward 
In  the  same  manner  as  though  present,  unless  he  shall  bring  a  certlflcate  from  two 
tepntable  phy BicUne,  that  his  state  ot  health  would  not  admit  the  prosecution  of  his 
studies. 

43d.  Ordered  that  the  Benlor  Class  have  authority  to  detain  in  the  Hall  atui 
eveaing  prayers,  snchof  the  under  classes  aa  they  shall  observe  brealclug  any  of  the  laws 
of  College,  and  there  admouisb  them  ot  svch  offenses,  as  well  as  correct  and  instmct 
them  in  their  general  deportment,  correcting  their  manners  in  such  minute  particulars 
ot  a  genteel  carriage  andgood.breeding,  as  does  not  come  within  any  ezpresa  written 
law  of  the  College;  which  admoaltions.  cori-ections,  and  instructions  the  delinquents 
are  to  receive  with  modesty  and  sobmission,  and  punctnally  observe. 

N.  B.  — But  aa  the  present  Senior  class  does  not  reside  in  College,  this  authority  Is 
committed  to  the  present  Junior  class. 

The  distinction  between  Freshmen  and  Seniors  was  quite  obvious 
in  the  olden  times.  It  is  doubtful,  to  say  the  least,  whether  Freshmen 
of  any  College  would  to-day  receive  from  Seniors,  "  with  modesty  and 
submission,"  such  admonitions  as  are  here  described.  These  laws  are 
dated  March,  1774.  "  The  present  Senior  Class  "  above  referred  to, 
consisted  of  six  members,  five  of  whom  belonged  in  Providence,  and 
hence  resided  at  their  homes.  The  sixth  member,  Barnabas  Binney, 
belonged  in  Boston.  Being  a.  young  man  of  note,  he  made  it  bis  home 
with  one  of  the  families  in  town. 

44th.  That  the  stadeuta  who  board  in  Commons,  observe  order  in  going  in  and  out 
of  the  dining  room,  as  of  the  hall ;  that  at  the  table  each  class  ait  together  in  alphabet- 
ical order,  and  while  there  behave  decently,  making  no  unnecessary  noise  or  disturb- 
aaue,  either  by  abusing  the  table  furnitnre,  or  ungenerously  complaining  ot  the 
proviBiona,  etc.  ' 

Notwithstanding  which,  if  any  are  dissatisfied  they  may  mention  it  decently  to  ihe 
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steward  In  private,  and  It  he  does  not  redrMS  an;  Bnpposed  grievuice,  they  may  than 
apply  to  the  President. 

4fitb.  Tboge  who  neglect  to  attend  at  the  stated  meal  times,  ah&ll  lorfelt  such 
meats,  oulesa  ■afficient^eaaons  lor  their  absenoe  appear  to  the  steward. 

46th.  That  the  steward  take  special  care  that  the  laws  ot  the  dlDiDg  room  be 
observed,  and  give  immediate  information  to  the  authority  ol  the  College  ot  all  trans- 
gressions o(  the  same. 

In  order  that  the  fines  Imposed  upon  the  students  may  be  dniy  collected,  the  quar- 
terly monitor  shall,  at  the  eud  ol  the  quarter,  render  the  account  to  the  steward  ot 
uncollected  flues;  who  shall  collect  the  same,  and  upon  the  neglect  or  refusal  ol  any 
one  to  pay,  they  shall  not  be  permitted  to  advance  into  the  next  class,  as  In  cose  ot 
non-payment  ot  tuition. 

The  steward  at  this  time,  as  stated  by  MaDDti^  in  his  Sketch  of 
Rhode  Island  College,  (published  in  our  Documentary  History,  pp.  19- 
21,)  was  Josiah  Amold.  Concerniag  him  we  know  nothing  further. 
He  was  neither  a  graduate  of  the  College  nor  a  Trustee. 

4Tth.  In  order  to  perpetuate  the  infamy  of  the  transgreBsors  ot  the  laws,  a  hook  ig 
purchased,  In  which  shall  be  recorded  all  the  punishments,  except  pecuniary,  publicly 
inflicted  on  every  delinquent,  with  the  cause  thereof ;  and  every  student  whose  name 
shall  be  recorded  therein,  as  a  transgressor,  shall  he  excluded  from  being  chosen  by 
the  President  or  his  class  to  any  ot  the  orations  at  Commencement;  provided,  bow- 
ever,  that  by  extraordinary  and  continued  reformation,  the  anthority  erase  such  cen- 
sures before  the  time  of  choosing  orators. 

CONCXKHIirO  THE  ROOMS,    STSWAKSS,    AND    COMMONS. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  held 
in  the  College  edifice,  towards  the  close  of  1773,  it  was  proposed  that 
the  steward  cause. 

All  the  rooms  inhabited  by  the  students  who  board  In  Commons,  to  be  swept  clean 
once  every  day,  as  also  the  entries. 

That  be  cause  allthe  beds  in  said  rooms  to  be  decently  made  every  day  in  the  tore- 

That  he  furnish  three  good  meals  ot  victuals  per  day  sufBclent  for  those  who  board 
Id  Commona,  agreeably,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  tollowtng  prescriptions  i  — 
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Two  meals  of  salt  beef  and  pork,  with  peaa,  b«MU,  greens,  roots,  etc.,  and  paddinga 
For  drlok,  good  small  b«ei  and  cider. 

Two  meals  of  fresh  meat,  roasted,  lialced,  broiled,  or  fried,  with  proper  sauce  o 
TCgetables. 

One  meal  of  soup  and  fragments. 

One  meal  of  boiled  fresh  meat  with  proper  sance  and  broth. 

One  meal  of  salt  or  fresh  flsh,  with  brown  br»ad,  lor  dinners. 


Tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  or  milk  porridge.  With  tea,  or  coffee,  white  bread  with 
butter,  or  brown  bread  toasted,  with  butter.  With  chocolate  or  milk  porridge,  white 
bread  without  butter.    With  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate,  brown  sugar. 


Hilfc,  with  hasty  pudding,  rice,  samp,  white  bread,  etc.  Or  milk  porridge,  tea, 
CoSee,  or  chocolate,  as  for  breakfast. 

The  several  articles  and  provisions  above  mentioned,  especially  dinners,  are  to  be 
diversified  and  changed  as  to  their  succession  through  the  week,  as  much  as  may  be 
agreeable;  with  the  addition  of  pnddlngs,  apple  pies,  dumplings,  cheese,  etc.,  to  be 
interspersed  through  the  dlnneis,  as  often  as  may  be  convenient  and  suitable. 

All  the  Biticleg  of  pTovlsion  shall  be  good,  genuine,  and  unadnlterated. 

The  meals  are  to  be  provided  at  stated  times,  and  the  cookery  Is  to  be  well  and 
neatly  execu  ted- 
That  the  steward  sit  at  meals  with  the  students,  unless  prevented  by  company  or 
bnelneSB,  and  exercise  the  same  authority  as  Is  customary  and  needful  for  the  head  ol  a 
family  at  bis  table. 

That  the  steward  b«  exemplary  in  his  moral  conduct,  and  do  not  fail  to  give  infor- 
mation to  the  authority  of  the  College  against  any  of  the  students  who  may  transgress 
any  of  the  College  orders  and  regulations ;  and  to  this  purpose  that  ha  keep  by  him  a 
copy  of  the  same. 

For  the  services  above  mentioned,  that  the  steward  be  allowed  and  paid  by  every 
person  boarding  in  Commons,  one  dollar  per  week ;  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  each 
quarter;  K  not,  interest  until  paid. 

Ordered,  That  upon  any  person  being  entered  into  College,  the  steward  take  an 
obligation  and  sufficient  security  lor  the  payment  of  his  tuition,  room-rent,  board,  and 
all  College  bills,  and  bills  for  necessary  charges  in  this  town,  the  said  bills  being 
Approved  by  the  President. 
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OxDXEt  wok  Tsx  DiHiifa  Boom. 
/( it  autettd  by  0%t  miihoHty  <^  the  College  tn  ProiMenee : 

That  tho«e  who  board  in  Commons,  upon  being  called  to  mealn,  shall  immediatalr 
repair  to  the  dining  room  without  nnneceasarr  noise;  and  that  the  undetclasseB  always 
wait  (or  tbo«e  o(  the  snperioT  clasaoi  to  go  In  flrat,  provided  any  at  them  are  in  sight 
when  at  tbe  door ;  and  that  they  observe  the  same  decorum  In  letanilng. 

That  the  stoward  shall  call  on  whom  he  thinks  proper  to  ask  a  blessing  and  return 
thanks  at  table,  during  which  no  student  shall  meddU  with  any  ol  tbe  provisions  or 
table  furniture,  but  behave  with  decency  and  sobriety. 

That  the  Senior  class  be  divided,  and  some  sit  at  one  part  of  the  table  and  others  at 
another  pari;  and  that  they,  or  such  others  as  shall  be  appointed,  only  shall  call  tor 
what  may  be  wanting  at  table ;  and  all  others  are  forbid  either  calling  or  nslng  any 
signs  of  calling, except  decently  mentioning  to  the  above  named  what  is  wanted;  — 
and  provided  any  person  or  persons  shall  use  Indecent  gestures  at  table,  or  in  anywise 
transgress  tbe  orders  of  the  table,  the  Senior  sitting  at  the  head  of  the  table  shall  Immo- 
dlately  order  him  to  sit  next  to  him,  that  he  may  observe  his  or  their  future  condnct 
and  behavior. 

That  the  whole  body  be  so  divided  as  that  a  determinate  number  only,  in  succession 
through  the  whole,  shall  carve,  this  being  done  In  alpbafaeticai  order ;  the  one  next  to 
him  shall  distribute  the  meat  and  sauce,  no  one  else  being  allowed  to  take  thein  blm< 
self;  and  the  same  person  for  tbe  day  shall  pour  out  coffee,  tea,  etc.,  and  put  In  a  proper 
quantity  of  sogar. 

Tbat  no  one  pretend  to  make  the  least  waste  of  provisions,  or  carry  provisions, 
kltoben  fnmitare,  etc.,  out  of  the  dining-room,  without  special  liberty  from  tbe  steward 

Next  to  the  steward,  the  persons  to  call  for  provisions  as  above  mentioned  are 
required  to  admonish  the  above  delinquents  at  table;  which  proving  Ineffectual,  to 
forthwith  communicate  the  name  of  the  offender,  his  misdemeanor,  etc.,  to  the  author- 
ity o(  tbe  College. 

That  tbe  present  Senior  class  do  lotthwllh  direct  the  students  how  to  sit,  and  who 
sball  begin  to  carve,  etc. ;  and  canse  the  above  orders,  signed  by  the  President  and 
written  in  a  fair  hand,  to  be  posted  np  In  the  dining  room. 

It  would  seem  from  this  closing  paragraph,  that  this  was  tihe  begin- 
ning  of  Commons.  Doubtiess  this  was  the  case,  as  the  building  had 
only  been  occupied  recently,  and  was  still  in  an  unfinished  state. 
Boarding  at  t^is  time,  Maiming  states  in  his  Sketch,  was  "one  dollar 
a  week." 
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The  correspondence  of  President  Manning,  as  we  have  had  occa- 
sion to  state  in  previous  chapters,  abounds  in  allusion  to  the  oppression 
of  his  brethren  in  Massachusetts  and  elsewhere,  on  the  part  of  the 
"  standing  order."  This  oppression  he  felt  c^ed  upon  to  resist  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability.  To  his  intelligent  and  active  exertions  in  behalf 
of  religious  liberty,  we  of  the  present  day  and  generation  are  greatly 
indebted  for  what  we  now  enjoy  as  our  birthright. 

To  set  forth  in  detail  the  efforts  of  Manning  and  bis  contemporaries 
in  this  direction,  would  require  more  space  th^  can  be  allotted  to  our 
present  work.  For  full  information  on  the  points  involved  in  this 
controveray,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Backus's  Church  History  of 
New  England,  to  Professor  Hovey's  Memoir  of  the  Life  and  Times  of 
Backus,  and  to  "Chaplain  Smith  and  the  Baptists."  One  effort  of  his 
demands  special  mention.  During  the  present  year,  which  was  one  of 
marked  importance  in  the  history  of  the  country,  the  spirit  of  resist- 
ance to  the  unjust  claims  of  England  had  greatly  increased  among  all 
classes  throughout  the  land,  until  it  was  at  length  determined  to  unite 
the  separate  colonies  in  defense  of  their  rights.  For  this  purpose  a 
Congress  of  Delegates  met  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  of  September, 
1774.  This  is  known  in  bistoiy  as  the  Continental  Congress,  to  which 
Rhode  Island,  as  we  have  already  stated,  sent  as  delegates  Governors 
Hopkins  and  Ward.  To  this  Congress  it  was  resolved  to  send  Mr. 
Backus,  the  f^nt  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  New  England,  to  see  if 
something  could  not  be  done  to  secure  rights  and  liberties  from  the 
colonial  governments  at  home,  as  well  as  from  the  English  govern- 
ment abroad.  The  idea  originated  at  the  College  Commencement. 
Backus  in  his  diary  thus  states  the  case .-  — 

September  Tth.  Went  over  to  Providence  to  Commencement.  Met  with  Mr.  Obdo, 
of  New  York,  and  Hr.  William  Van  Home,  of  Sonth  Hampton,  in  Pennaylvania. 
Tbey,  with  Meaan.  Manning  and  Hezekiah  Smith,  all  were  In  earneat  for  me  to  go  to 
the  Asaoolation,  and  alio  to  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  and  represented  that  now 
was  the  most  likely  time  to  obtain  ont  rellglona  llbert;  that  we  had  ever  known. 

The  Association  met  in  Mediield,  as  it  had  the  year  previous* 
although  t^e  Baptist  church  in  the  place  waa  not  constituted  until 
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1776.  Being  central  it  was  conveoient  for  the  churches.  In  the  printed 
minuteB,  which  are  brief,  we  notice  the  following  relating  to  the  Col- 
lege :  —  "Adopted  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Aseociation  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  to  raise  a  fund  for  Rhode  Island  College,  viz.,  by  recom- 
mending to  every  member  to  pay  six  pence  sterling  annually  for  three 
years  successively  to  their  elder,  or  some  suitable  person  :  This  money 
to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  College."  This  shows  a  commenda- 
ble disposition.  No  large  fund,  however,  was  raised  in  this  way.  The 
members  were  too  few  and  too  poor  to  contribute  largely  to  the  support 
of  an  institution  of  learning. 

The  Circular  Letter  to  the  churches  was  prepared  by  Hezekiah 
Smith.    A  part  of  it  reads  as  follows :  — 

And  ai  it  is  a  day  ot  great  affllctioh,  when  our  civil  rlght8*are  Invaded,  and  our 
religions  privileges  also  are  in  danger,  we  have  cioncluded  to  recommend  to  you  four 
days  In  the  course  of  tlie  ensuing  year  for  fasting  and  piayar.  The  first  on  Friday 
betoro  the  last  Lord's  day  in  November;  the  second  on  Friday  before  the  laat  Lord's 
day  in  February;  the  third  on  Friday  before  the  last  Lord's  day  in  Hay;  the  fourth  on 
Friday  before  the  last  Lord's  day  In  August. 

Nothing  is  said  in  the  minutes  respecting  the  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  but  the  proposition  to  send  an  agent  to  represent  the  churches 
was  entertained,  and  the  following  certificate  was  given  Mr.  Backus :  — 

To  THE   HOHORABLK  DbLEOATBS  Or  TBI  SkTEUL  COLOHIES  DT  NORTH  AKBRICA, 

Mbt  a  A.  Obhkkal  COKoassa  at  Philacblphia. 

HOKOKABLB  GkHTLBUBN  ; 

As  the  Antl-pedobaptist  churches  in  New  England  are  now  heartily  concerned  for  the 
pteaervstion  and  defense  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  thla  country,  and  are  deeply 
affected  by  the  encroachments  upon  the  same  which  have  lately  been  made  by  the 
British  Parliament,  and  are  willing  to  unite  with  our  dear  countrymen,  vigorously  to 
pursue  every  prudent  measure  tor  relief,  so  we  would  l>eg  leave  to  say  that,  as  a  distinct 
denomination  of  Protestants,  we  concelva  that  we  have  an  eqnal  claim  to  charter- 
rights  with  the  rest  of  our  fellow-subjects ;  and  yet  we  have  long  been  denied  the  free 
and  full  enjoyment  of  those  rights,  as  to  tbe  support  of  religious  worship.  Therefore 
we,  the  elder*  and  brethren  of  twenty  Baptist  churches,  met  in  Association  at  Med- 
fleld,  twenty  miles  from  Boston,  September  14, 17T4,  have  unanimously  cliosen  and 


,,Google 


278  BROWN  UNITERSITT  Chap.  VIL 

sent  yoa  the  B«v«tenil  and  beloved  Mr.  Isaac  Backus,  as  our  agent,  to  la;  oar  cue,  In 
tbeie  respects,  before  yon,  or  otherwise  to  ass  all  the  prudent  means  he  can  tor  onr 
relief. 

John  Gano,  Moderator. 

Hezikuh  Swira,  Clerk. 

Mr.  BackuB,  having  thus  been  duly  appointed  hy  the  Warren  Asso- 
ciation, set  out  for  Philadelphia  on  the  26th  of  September.  His  joui^ 
ney  occupied  nearly  a  fortnight.  This  circunistance  is  here  mentioned 
to  show  what  travelling  facilities  were  in  those  days,  and  what  sacrificea 
were  sometimes  made  by  ministers  who  attended  from  a  distance  the 
meetings  of  the  College  and  of  the  Associations.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
Philadelphia  he  immediately  conferred  with  President  Manning,  and 
with  the  Philadelphia  Baptist  Association,  then  holding  its  sessions  in 
that  city. 

In  the  evening  of  October  14,  says  Backus,  — 

There  met  at  Carpenter's  Hall,'  Thomas  Cuahing,  Samael  Adams,  John  Adams,  and 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esqs.,  delegates  from  HasBachusetti ;  and  there  were  also  present 
Jaioes  Kinxie,  of  Kew  Jersey,  Stephen  Hopkins,  end  Samuel  Ward,  of  Rhode  Island, 
Joseph  Galloway,  and  Thomas  Mlflin,  Esqs.,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  members  of 
Congress.  Mr.  Rhodes,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Israel  and  James  Pemberton, 
and  Joseph  Fox,  Esqs,,  of  the  Quakers,  and  other  gentlemen;  also  Elders  Hanulng, 
Oano,  Jones,  Rogers,  Edwards,  etc.,  were  present.  The  conference  was  opened  by  Mr. 
Msnntng,  who  made  a  short  speech,  and  then  read  the  memorial  which  we  had 
drawn  up. 

This  memorial,  which  may  be  found  in  Hovey's  Memoir,  after  an 
eloquent  plea  in  behalf  of  both  civil  and  religious  freedom,  recounts  in 
brief  the  various  acta  of  oppression  which  the  Baptists  had  suffered  in 
the   province   of   Massachusetts   Bay,   commencing   with   the   charter 

'  ■■  Un  the  moTDlDg  of  the  Hh  of  September.  17T4,  the  '  old  UongreM,'  ss  It  Is  aow  fsmiUsrlj 
known  in  our  bistor;.  conimenceil  its  sesalons,  In  Cariwnter'B  Hsll.  in  FblUdelpbia.  The  place  tnl 
ill  correeponaed  Willi  the  real  magnitude  of  the  occMlon.  No  t«pe»lry  bedecked  Its  wsUs,  m 
imaee*  of  suges  and  beroea  of  oChsi  dsje  looked  down  Dpoa  the  acene.  Yet,  to  one  who  oonld  r«ad 
tbe  futnre.  It  would  hare  presented  a  simple  grandear,  sucb  as  we  may  liMk  lor  in  *ala  within  the 
msjestlf  balls  of  the  Capitol,  and  amidst  the  imposing  forms  of  the  Constltntion."— J>ntAw(ir 
elVi  Li/f  tf  Oovernor  Ward. 
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obtained  at  the  "happy  restoration."  What  part  Manning  had  in  the 
drafting  of  it  we  cannot  now  determine.  It  was  probaUy  the  joint  pro- 
duction of  several  hands.  The  introductory  plea  and  the  closing 
remarks  may  very  properly  be  attributed  to  his  skilful  pen.  A  copy 
was  afterwards  delivered  to  each  of  the  delegates,  t<^ther  with  Mr. 
Backus's  "Appeal  to  the  Public."'  The  result  of  the  conference  was 
not  at  all  satisfactory,  John  Adams  remarking  that  we  might  as  well 
expect  a  change  in  the  solar  system  as  to  expect  that  they  would  give 
up  their  Establishment;  or,  as  he  himself  gives  the  account,' "they 
might  as  well  turn  the  heavenly  bodies  out  of  tiieir  annual  and  diurnal 
counes,  as  the  people  of  Massachusetts  at  the  present  day  from  their 
meeting-house  and  Sunday  laws."  This  efFort  of  Manning  and  his 
associates  was  nevertheless  the  means  indirectly  of  accomplishing  great 
good.  It  opened  the  minds  of  the  people  generally  to  a  knowledge  of 
their  true  position  and  principles,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  aston- 
ishing increase  of  the  Baptists,*  and  for  tiie  remarkable  spread  of  their 
sentiments  throughout  the  land.  Doubtless  it  was  one  of  the  important 
agencies  which  slowly  and  silently  efFected  a  change  in  the  public  sen- 
timent of  Massachusette  herself,  until,  April  1,  1884,  the  Bill  of  Rights 
was  BO  amended,  that  Church  and  State  were  separated  in  the  old  Com- 
monwealth, and  "Soul  Liberty,"  as  maintained  by  Baptists  of  every 
age,  was  finally  and  perfectly  secured. 

How  this  conference  of  the  Baptists  with  the  members  of  Congress 
was  regarded  by  their  opponents,  may  be  seen  by  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  President  Manning,  dated  Dec.  2,  1774,  which  we  quote  from 
Hovey's  Memoir  of  Backus.     The  writer  states  tiiat  the  following 

1  Tin  foUawtng  is  tbe  title  of  tbli  punphlst,  wblcb  Backua  tuul  prepued  uil  publlahed  the  pM- 
Tlonareari  "  An  Appmt  to  tbe  Public  for  Rellglaaa  Liberty,  against  the  opprvaaoia  of  tbapraMOt 
daj.  '  Bratbren,  je  have  been  catled  anto  llbert  j ;  only  oae  not  liberty  for  an  occulon  to  tbc  flMb, 
bat  by  loTe  Mrre  one  aoother.'  Qal.  t.  13.  BoatOD :  PrlDted  by  Jobn  Boyle,  la  M*rRx)ron(h  Street, 
1T73,"  pp.  BS.    AoopyofthUrsTB  pamplilet  U  In  tbe  library  of  tbe  UnlTCralty. 

■Sea  Work! of  Jobn  Adama,  Vol.  n.,p.3W. 

■  Id  im,  wben  tbe  College  waa  fonnded,  tbe  Baptist*  In  all  America  numbered  leaa  tban  wventy 
cbnrcbn.  wltb  peihap*  Ave  tbonaand  members  or  commiiDloaiiti.  The  lapaeof  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  years  Bnda  thorn,  witb  a  alngle  eiceptloD,  the  largeat  denomination  o(  Proteatant 
Cbrlatlana  In  tbe  United  States,  namberlog  nearly  fonr  millloiu  of  commanloanta,  and  represent- 
ing  twenty  mlUlons  of  wotahlppers. 
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assertions  in  reference  to  said  conference  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
StUes,  viz. :  — 

That  the  Bnpcista  had  made  an  applicalion  to  the  CongreM  agaiaat  the  MaasachQ- 
Betts  Bay;  that  CUe  delegates  ol  that  Province  expected  only  a  private  intervieif  with 
some  of  the  Baptists;  but  instead  of  that,  when  they  came  they  found  a  house  fall,  etc. ; 
that  tliey  were  attat^ked  and  treated  in  the  moat  rude  and  abusive  manner;  that  th« 
Baptists  pretended  they  were  oppressed,  bat,  alter  all  thetr  endeavors,  they  could  only 
complain  of  a  poor  tuurpence ;  that  they  were  asltanied  of  their  errand,  and  gave  ap 
their  point,  except  one  or  two  impudent  fellows,  who,  with  Israel  Pemberton,  abnued 
tbein  in  a  moat  scandalous  manner;  that  all  the  delegates  present  were  surprised  at 
and  ashamed  of  them,  and  thought  they  complained  without  the  least  foundation,  etc. 

Then  Dr.  Stiles  added :  — 

Wktn  we  havi  thtpoieerin  our  hand!  u>8  aill  rememier  them. 

In  a  copy  of  Aitken's  American  Register  preserved  among  the  fam- 
ily papetB  of  Manning,  we  find  the  following  memoranda  of  texts  from 
which  he  preached  during  this  journey  in  177-1 :  — 

October  16th,  at  Philadelphia,  John  ix.ZI;  do.,  2d  CoiintbiatiB  iv.lT;  October  l!>th, 
at  Nathaniel  Drakes,  John  Ix.  2T;  October  22d,  at  ye  Short  Hills,  Acts  vlii.  8;  October 
23d,  at  Lyons  Farms,  Galatlana  ii.  19;  do.  Johnix.  4;  October  30th,  at  Newport,  Gala- 
tiana  il,  19;  do.  John  li.27;  November  Tth.at  Providence,  Isaiah  Uv.  15;  do.  laaiah  liv, 
15 ;  November  Tth,  at  Mr.  Poster's,  Hebrews  xii.  5. 

The  principal  measures  adopted  by  this  Continental  Congress 
were :  —  "A  Declaration  of  the  rights  of  the  Colonies,  and  a  list  of  the 
infringements  and  violations  of  them  ;"  "An  Address  to  the  People  of 
Great  Britain ; "  "An  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  tbtey 
represented ; "  "  An  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec;"  and  "A  Petition  to  the  King."  They  also  signed  "  Aq 
A.ssociation,"  binding  themselves  and  their  constituents  not  to  import 
from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  any  goods  whatever,  or  from  any  other 
country  any  goods  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land, nor  any  East  India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world  after  the  first 
day  of  December. 
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The  delegates  from  Rhode  Island  arrived  home  after  the  close  of  the 
October  session  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  special  session  was  there- 
fore called,  which  was  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  to  which 
they  reported.  Their  acts  were  approved,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
Assembly  were  voted  them  for  the  '*  faithful  and  spirited  discharge  of 
the  important  trust  reposed  in  them."  The  act  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence on  the  ITth  of  May,  instructing  its  representatives  in  the  General 
Assembly  to  use  their  exertions  to  have  a  General  Congress  c^ed,  was 
among  the  earliest,  says  Staples,  if  not  in  fact  the  earliest,  movement 
of  any  municipal  corporation  in  favor  of  a  Congress  at  this  juncture  of 
affairs.  And  the  appointment  of  delegates  by  the  Greneral  Assembly, 
Wednesday,  June  15th,  preceded  the  appointment  of  all  the  other  del- 
egates. The  proceedings  of  the  Jane  session  of  the  General  Assembly 
contain  furthermore  the  earliest  pro^Htsal  for  an  Annual  Congress  by 
any  colony  or  municipal  corporation.  The  record  of  Rhode  Island  as  a 
patriotic  State  or  Colony  is  indeed  unsurpassed  by  that  of  any  other 
state  or  colony. 
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FroTldeDce  daring  the  first  fe&rs  o(  the  Wai  —  Committee  ol  Inapection,  inclndiog 
prominent  members  ot  the  CoTpocfttlon,  appointed  by  the  town  — AddreaB  to  the 
inhabitant*,  March  1,  ITTB.  In  regard  to  the  purchase  and  nee  oT  tea  — Bnming  of 
three  hundred  pouD da  inMaibet  Sqnare- News  of  the  battle  otLiexlogton  —  Within 
two  days  a  thousand  men  ready  to  march  to  the  e^BUtance  ot  their  brethren  In 
MaasachusettB  —  Special  BeBsion  of  the  General  Assembly  —  Army  of  Observation 
appointed,  and  day  ot  fasting  and  prayer  —  Qavernor  Wanton  deposed  from  office 
tor  disloyalty—  Next  meeting  tor  the  annnal  election  of  officers  held  In  Providence 
Instead  ot  Newport  — Preamble  and  resolution  o(  the  General  Assembly  relating 
thereto  —  Richest  men  ot  the  old  tamllles  In  Newport,  Loyalists  —  Battle  of  Bunlcer 
Hill — Bitra  session  ot  the  General  Assembly  called  —  Minute  men  and  Inde- 
pendent companies  drilled  —  Everywhere  sights  and  sounds  ot  war — Attack  of  the 
British  on  Bristol  —  Communication  from  the  Senior  class  respecting  the  propriety 
ot  holding  Commencement  —  Reply  of  President  Manning  and  Professor  Howell  — 
No  Commencement  tor  1TT9  —  Prominent  members  ot  the  class  —  Pardon  Bowen  — 
Robert  Rogers  —  Meeting  of  the  Corporation  —  Vote  respecting  Daniel  Oano,  John 
Hart,  and  William  Edwards  — January  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1776  — 
Address  to  the  Continental  Congress  representing  the  Inability  ot  the  Colony  from 
Its  exposed  situation  to  defend  Itself,  and  praying  for  assistance  —  Great  distress 
In  Providence  —  General  Assembly  in  May  repealed  the  Act  ot  Allegiance  to  His 
Majesty  — Virtually  a  declaration  ot  ladependenoe  two  months  before  the  National 
Declaration  ot  Independence  —  National  Declaration  endorsed  by  the  General 
Assembly,  July  18th  —  Event  celebrated  In  Providence  July  20th  —  Commencement 
tor  ITTG  celebrated  in  the  new  Baptist  meeting-house  —  Account  from  the  Protrfdence 
OateCte  —  Prominent  groduates^Meetingof  the  Corporation- Petition  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  continue  the  College  funds  In  the  treasury  of  the  Colony  —  British 
troops  land  and  take  possession  of  Newport  —  College  studies  suspended  from 
Dec.  T,  1776,  until  Hay  Z7,  1782  — College  edifice  occupied  for  barracks  and  a  hos- 
pital —  Number  of  students  up  to  this  time  —  Letter  to  Byland  giving  a  vivid  idea 
ot  the  war  —  Letter  to  Benjamin  Wallin  giving  an  account  of  the  revival  of  177S  — 
Wallin's  reply  —  Letter  ot  sympathy  to  Miss  A.  Howard  —  Controversial  letter  to 
John  Berrldge  on  Infant  Baptism  and  Sprinkling  — War  ot  the  Revolution  a  Church 
war  —  Disloyalty  of  the  Episcopal  clergy- No  Commencement  for  1TT7  — Degrees 
conferred  upon  seven  members  of  the  Senior  class  —  Students  recommended  to 
prosecute  their  studies  at  home  — Manning's  position  In  this  hour  of  trial  as  a 
manot  influence,  and  the  Pastor  of  the  church- Anecdotes  respecting  — Important 
Civil  function  —  Deplorable  condition  ot  the  State  —  Letter  to  Moses  Brown  — Letter 
to  Thomas  Dstick  —  Letter  from  Judge  Howell  resignii^  his  position  as  Professor  of 
Philosophy. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
a  committee  of  inspection  was  appointed  by  the  town  of  Providence, 
consisting  of  eighteen  of  the  prominent  citizens.  Among  them  we 
notice  the  familiar  names  of  Jabez  Bowen,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Brown, 
John  Jenckes,  Nicholas  Cooke,  and  Joseph  Russell,  all  active  members 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  College.  This  committee  met  at  the  cham- 
ber of  the  Town  Council  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  every  month. 
At  its  first  meeting  they  published  a  synopsis  of  the  "Association," 
which  the  delegates  te  Congress  recommended  and  signed.  One  of  the 
articles  of  agreement  by  the  "Association,"  had  reference  to  the  use  of 
tea  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1775.  As  that  day  approached  the 
committee  issued  an  address  to  the  inhabitants,  beginning  as  follows:  — 

We,  tbe  Committee  ot  Inapectloti,  of  the  town  of  Providence,  besides  the  notice 
we  bave  already  given  tor  70D1  exact  contormitf  to  the  Association  Agreement  ot  the 
GeDeral  CongreHs,  think  It  our  datj,  at  this  time,  when  the  flist  da^  of  Haich  Is  at 
bBDtt,  to  remind  you,  in  special,  that  in  the  third  article  it  Is  solemnl;  agreed  and  asso- 
ciated, not  to  purchaae  or  use  any  East  India  tea  whatever,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
ot  March  next.  Thia  measure,  among  others,  was  thought  necessary  to  gain  redress  of 
those  grievaDces  which  threaten  destmctlon  to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  his 
Hajesty'e  anbjecta  in  North  America. 

In  accordance  with  this  address,  the  people  assembled  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  Market  Place,  o»  the  second  day  of  March,  and  bumed  some 
three  hundred  pounds  of  tea  brought  in  "  by  the  firm  contenders  for 
the  true  interests  of  America."  A  large  fire  was  kindled,  the  t«a,  a 
tar  barrel,  Lord  North's  speech,  Kivington's,  Mill's,  and  Hicks's  news- 
papers, and  divers  other  ingredients  entering  into  the  composition  of 
the  bonfire.  The  bells  of  the  several  churches  were  tolled,  and  a  lai^ 
crowd  assembled  to  testify  by  their  presence  their  patriotism,  and  dis- 
position to  conform  to  the  recommendations  of  Congress.  Such  was 
the  spirit  which  secured  the  liberty  and  final  independence  of  the 
Colonies.' 

1  Staplea'a  Annals  of  Providence,  pp.  M3-3H. 
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News  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  sajs  Staples,  reached  Providence 
on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  Apnl.  On  the  morning  of  the  2l8t,  the 
several  independent  companies  of  this  and  the  neighboring  towns,  and  a 
body  of  the  militia,  in  all  about  one  thousand  men,  had  either  marched 
or  were  in  readiness  to  march,  to  the  assistance  of  their  brethren  in 
Massachusetts.  This  must  have  included  nearly  every  available  man 
in  Providence  and  vicinity  capable  of  bearing  arms.  Whether  any  of 
the  students  were  inclui^d  in  this  number  we  are  not  informed. 
Without  doubt  they  were  keen  observers  of  passing  events,  and  took 
an  interest  in  all  patriotic  proceedings.  Their  utterances  at  the  first 
Commencement  in  Warren,  were  in  advance  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

A  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was  convened  at  Provi- 
idence  on  the  22d,  three  days  after  the  battle  of  Lexington.  At 
this  session,  the  11th  of  May  was  set  apart  "  as  a  day  of  fasting, 
prayer,  and  humiliation,"  and  the  Governor  was  requested  to  issue  a 
proclamation  for  the  same.  The  Assembly  also  passed  an  act  for 
raising  an  "army  of  observation"  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  "for  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  of  America,"  The  Governor  (Joseph 
Wanton)  entered  his  protest  against  this  act,  as  a  measure,  using  his 
own  words,  that  "will  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences  to 
our  charter  privileges."  He  refused  to  issue  a  proclamation  for  a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayer,  and  to  sign  the  commissions  of  the  officers  of  the 
troops  voted  to  be  raised  by  the  Assembly.  For  this  and  other  acts  of 
disloyalty,  he  was  subsequently  deposed  from  office,  and  Nicholas 
Cooke,  the  famous  war  Governor,  was  appointed  in  his  place.  This 
act,  says  the  historian,  was  without  precedent.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  charter  which  authorized  the  Assembly  thus  to  depose  a  Governor, 
nor  in  any  law  previously  enacted.  But  this  was  an  age  of  revolution. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  justified  the  act ;  and  it  was  warranted 
by  "the  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitution  "  of  this  and  every 
other  free  government. 

At  this  same  special  session,  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution :  — 


,v  Google 


ms-lTre.  AKD   MANNING.  285 

IvAJMDCR  aa  there  Is  tbe  moat  apparent  argent  occasion  that  the  Oenersl  ABsemhly 
ahonld  be  holdeu  In  aome  place  other  than  the  town  of  Newport  at  the  npproachliiK 
annual  election  (or  the  year  1TT5, 

It  li  THKREFOBB  VoTED  *«>  Rhbolvkd,  That  the  General  Agsemljly,  for  the  election 
of  general  officers  and  for  the  transacting  ot  snch  baslnesa  as  may  be  laid  before  tbem 
on  the  flrat  Wedneaday  In  Haj  next,  be  held  at  the  Colony  House  In  Providence,  and 
that  the  Secretary  publish  a  copy  of  this  rote  in  the  next  Newport  Neai  and  Proindcncs 
Oaxette- 

The  charter  of  the  Colooy  required  the  May  session  of  the  Assem- 
bly to  be  holden  in  Newport,  "or  elsewhere  if  urgent  occasion  do 
require;"  and  up  to  this  time  the  May  session  had  invariably  been 
holdea  in  Newport.  The  presence  of  British  ships  of  war  in  the  harbor 
may  have  been  the  *' urgent  occasion"  which  now  required  the  change. 
Or  it  may  have  been  the  suspected  disloyalty  of  Governor  Wanton  and 
of  not  a  few  of  the  other  residents  of  the  town.  Howland,  in  his 
"Recollections,"  says :  — 


Before  the  Revolntioa,  as  Providence  increased  In  population  and 
noreasonable  prejudice  existed  In  Newport  ag^nst  It  (Proridence),  and  whan  the  war 
began  the  richest  men  of  the  old  families  there  were  generally  Loyalists.  The  case  was 
different  In  Providence.    Here  there  were  none  who  took  the  side  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  amidst  scenee  like  these  that  the  Baptist  meeting-house  was 
built,  as  we  have  seen  in  a  previous  chapter.  It  was  publicly  dedicated 
with  appropiiate  services  on  the  28th  of  May.  The  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  soon  followed.  An  extra  session  of  the  Assembly  was  at  once 
called.  Committees  were  appointed  to  take  account  of  the  arms  and 
ammunition  in  the  Colony,  and  report  it  to  Congress.  Saltpetre  and 
brimstone  were  sent  to  the  powder  mills  of  New  York.  A  signal  post 
was  established  on  Tower  Hill,  and  a  beacon  at  Providence,  on  Pros- 
pect HiU.  The  Colony  was  put  upon  a  war  footing,  every  man  able  to 
bear  arms  being  required  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  for  active  service. 
A  fourth  of  the  militia  were  held  for  minute  men,  and  drilled  half  a 
day  every  fortnight.  The  Independent  Companies  were  drilled  with 
them.     The  Army  of  Observation,  which  now  numbered  about  seven- 
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teen  hundred  men,  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Washington. 
Everywhere,  eays  the  histoiian,'  were  sights  and  aounds  of  war.  On 
the  7th  of  Octoher,  1775,  an  attack  on  Bristol  was  made  by  Captain 
Wallace,  who  anchored  in  the  harbor  with  fifteen  sail,  bombarded  the 
town  foi^an  hour,  discharging  one  bundled  and  twenty  cannon.  Much 
damage  was  done  to  buildings,  the  neighboring  farms  were  plundered, 
and  forty  sheep  were  carried  away.  The  British  fleet  at  Newport  being 
reinforced  by  four  more  vessels  in  search  of  supplies,  Captain  Wallace 
made  a  threatening  demand  upon  the  islands  of  Conanicut  and  Rhode 
Island  for  live  stock. 

The  following  communication,  which  we  copy  from  the  Providence 
Gazette,  sufficiently  explains  the  position  of  affairs  in  reference  to  the 
Commencement  for  1775 :  — 


COBFOBATIOH    O 

Most  woktht  Paibodb:  — Deeply  Affected  witb  the  dlatresBot  out  oppressed  coun- 
try, which  now,  moat  aajnstly,  leela  the  baneful  eflecte  of  arbitrary  power,  provoked  to 
the  greatest  height  of  cmelty  and  vengeance  by  the  noble  and  manly  resistance  ol  * 
tree  and  determined  people,  permit  as,  gentlemen,  to  approach  you  witb  this  our  hnm- 
ble  and  dutiful  petition,  that  you  wonld  be  pleased  to  take  under  your  aerions  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  holding  the  enaulng  Commencement  in  a  public  manner,  is 
usual;  whether  such  a  celebration  of  that  Buniversary  wonld  be  in  conformity  to  the 
8tta  Article  of  the  Association  formed  by  tbe  grand  American  Congress,  and  whlcli  ail 
the  colonies  are  now  religiously  executing;  and  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  signify 
unto  us  your  resolution  respecting  the  same,  that  we  may  govern  ourselves  accordii^ly. 
JoaiAH  Rkai).  )  Committte 
AiTDBiw  Law,    V  in  buitaif  of  ttt 

Jambs  Pultok,  )     Senior  dMi. 
COLI.BOE  IN  Pbovii>bncb,  June  8,  ITTG. 

To  this  communioation  the  President  and  Professor  thus  reply:  — 

To   THE   COKHITTBB   Or  TBB   SbHIOB   CiABS  ; 

GBHrx.BiiBN:— Your  dutiful  and  reasonable  petition  has  been  duly  attended  to;  and 
permit  us  to  assure  yon,  that  it  gives  us  no  small  satisfaction  that  the  present  membeis 

1  Short  HiBtorf  of  Rhode  iHland.    By  Qeorge  W.  Breene.    IZmo.    ProTldence,  ISTT. 
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of  this  luBtitntion,  nnd  particularly  tbe  reapectabU  S«q1ot  cImb,  are  ao  seualbly 
affected  with  the  diatteaaea  ol  oar  country  In  lla  preaent  gloriona  atruggles  for  liberty. 
We  tejolce  that  yon  are  so  ready  to  sacrlflce  that  applanae  to  which  youi  abllttlea  would 
entitle  yon  at  a  public  Commenoement;  and  tbongh  by  thia  meaiuyon  may  bedepilTsd 
o(  an  advantageous  opportunity  to  give  proof  of  your  abilltlea  In  pleading  the  righteooB 
caaae  of  liberty,  for  which  youi  predeceaaora  Id  this  Inatltutlon  have  been  Jostly  cele- 
brated,  yet  yon  hare  hereby  given  na  a  convincing  proof  of  your  InTioUble  attachment 
to  tbe  true  Interests  of  yonr  oonntry.  Be  asanred  that  we  shall  moat  heartily  concur  la 
tlila,  and  every  other  meaaure  which  has  been,  or  may  be,  adopted  by  tbe  grand  Amet- 
icaja  Corneas,  as  well  as  tbe  Legtstature  of  this  Colony,  in  order  to  obtain  the  most 
complete  redress  of  all  onr  grievances;  and  deem  it  tbe  greatest  honor  to  which  a 
noble  and  generous  mind  can  aspire,  to  contribute  In  any  degree  towards  a  restoration 
and  reSatabliahment  in  our  conntry  of  all  those  Ubertlea  and  privileges,  both  civil  and 
religions,  which  the  Almighty  Father  of  the  uulverae  originally  granted  to  every  Indi- 
vldoal  of  the  hnman  race,  and  which  all  ooght  to  enjoy  till  bylaw  forfeited ;  which 
reason  claims,  which  the  right  of  soil,  obtained  of  the  natives  by  free  purchase,  aettlea 
QpoD  as ;  which  oar  charters  insure  to  us,  and  which  have  been  recognized  by  Great 
Britain,  and  guaranteed  to  us  by  the  fnlth  of  the  EnglUb  nation.  These  Inestimable 
rights  and  privllegea  oui  country  has  for  many  yeara  enjoyed,  —  the  source  of  its 
present  wealth  and  strength,  more  than  its  fertile  aoil  or  healthy  climate ;  by  the  cruel 
and  wanton  Invasion  and  violation  of  these,  she  now  bleeds  In  almost  every  vein ;  and 
finally  It  is  these  that  her  noble  sons,  the  illustrious  American  patriots,  prompted  as 
well  as  JnsttOed  by  the  examples  of  heroes  In  all  ages,  are  now  prepared  to  defend,  by 
the  same  means  which  have  hitherto  preserved  the  liberties  of  Great  Britain,  and 
raised  to  royal  dignity  the  House  of  Brunswick. 

And  though  the  din  of  arms  and  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war  should  invade  our  hitherto 
peaceful  habitations,  yet  even  these  are  preferable  to  a  mean  and  base  submission  to   ' 
arbitrary  power  and  lawless  rapine. 

Inatitutlona  of  learning  will  donbtleas  partake  In  tbe  common  calomitiee  of  our 
country,  as  arms  have  ever  proved  unfriendly  to  tbe  more  refined  and  liberal  arts  and 
adencea ;  yet  we  are  reaolved  to  continue  College  orders  here  as  usual,  excepting  that 
the  enaning  Commencement,  by  the  advice  of  anoh  of  the  Corporation  aa  could  be  con- 
veniently conanlted,  will  not  he  public. 


COUiKOB  LiBSAST,  Juus  9,  ITTS. 


Jambb  MAMHsxa,  Pratident. 
DiviD  HowKLL,  Philot.  PrtfftMor. 


Ill  accordance  with  tKe  deciaiona  of   the  College  authorities  thus 
auDOonced,  and  for  the  reasons  assigned,   there  was  no  pvhlia  Com- 
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mencement,  although  the  graduating  class  coneisted  of  ten, —  a  lai^r 
number  than  any  heretofore.  The  battles  of  Concord,  Lexington,  and 
Bunker  Hill  had  electrified  the  public  mind,  and  turned  away  its  atten- 
tion from  the  literaiy  performances  of  the  stage,  to  the  sterner  duties  of 
the  field  and  the  camp.  A  prominent  member  of  this  class  was  Pardon 
Bowen,  who  afterwards  became  one  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians 
of  Providence.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society,  and  for  seven  years  served  as  its  presiding  ofiicer.  From  181T 
until  his  death  in  1826,  he  was  a  Trustee  of  the  University.  In  this  class 
also  was  Robert  Rogera,  who  served  in  the  war  as  second  and  first  lieu- 
tenant in  a  Rhode  Island  regiment.  He  was  afterwards  principal  of  a 
classical  school  in  Newport,  and  for  twenty  years  was  secretary,  treas- 
urer, and  librarian  of  the  Redwood  Library.  He  was  elected  to  the  Fel- 
lowship of  the  College  in  1788,  and  attended,  it  is  said,  nearly  every 
Commencement  and  meeting  of  the  Corporation  until  his  death  in  1835. 
In  this  class  also  was  Andrew  Law,  a  clergyman,  who  in  1820,  received 
the  degree  LL.  D.  from  Alleghany  College. 

The  Corporation  met  as  usual  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  September, 
and,  a  quorum  not  being  present,  adjourned  for  one  week.  At  the 
adjourned  meeting  ten  young  men,  members  of  the  Senior  class,  were 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  in  the  Arts.  It  was  voted,  "  That 
the  president  write  to  the  parents  of  Daniel  GJano,  John  Hart,  and  Wil- 
liam Edwards,  informing  them,  that  upon  their  sons  applying  at  some 
future  Commencement,  and  passing  the  usual  examination,  together  with 
their  bringing  recommendations  of  their  good  conduct,  they  may  be 
admitted  to  the  honors  of  this  College."  These  parents  were.  Rev.  John 
Gano,  Manning's  brother-in-law.  Rev.  Oliver  Hart,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  and  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  the  founder,  in  one  sense,  of  the 
College.  At  this  meeting  Mr.  John  Brown  was  elected  treasurer,  in 
place  of  Col.  Job  Bennet,  who  resigned  after  eight  years  of  faithful 
service. 

At  the  Janiiary  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1776,  William 
Bradford,  deputy  governor,  Henry  Ward,  secretarj',  William  Ellery, 
Joseph  Brown,  Henry  Marchant,  Sylvester  Child,  and  Gideon  Mumford, 
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were  appointed  to  draft  "  a  suitable  address  to  the  Honorable  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  representing  the  inabilitj  of  the  Colony,  from  its  situ- 
ation,, smallness  and  poverty  to  defend  itself,"  and  prajring  assistance. 
Some  extracts  from  the  address  drafted  and  adopted  will  be  of  interest 
to  the  reader  in  this  connection.  Describing  the  situation  of  the  Colony 
the  committee  say :  — 

UnfortDiiatelr,  this  Colony  is  aoatcely  aurthlnK  but  a  lloe  of  iea  coaat.  From  ProTl- 
dencB  to  Point  Judith,  from  thence  to  Ptincatuck  rivei,  Is  nearly  eighty  milea.  On  the 
east  aide  of  the  Bay,tromPiOTideiicetoSeacoiinet  Point,  and  inclndlng  the  east  side  of 
Seaconnet  until  It  meets  the  MaaaachaBetta  line,  is  about  fifty  milea ;  beaid«s  which  are 
the  navigable  rlvera  ol  Pawcatnck  and  'Warren.  On  the  west  aide  the  Colony  doth  not 
extend  twenty  mllea,  and  on  tha  east  aide  not  more  than  eight  miles,  from  the  aaa  coaat 
above  deacribed.  In  the  Colony  are  alao  included  the  following  Ulanda:  —  Rhode 
laland,  about  alzteen  milea  in  length;  Conanlcut  nine;  Block  laland  nine;  Prudence 
seven ;  and  the  smaller  islands,  Patience,  Hope,  and  Gould  laland ;  all  of  which  aie 
cultivated  and  fertile,  and  contribute  largely  to  the  public  expense.  The  greater  part  ot 
the  above  mentioned  shores  are  accesaible  to  ahips  of  wai. 

After  speaking  of  ship  building  and  commerce  as  the  principal 
sources  from  which  the  inhabitants  derived  subsistence  before  the  war, 
the  address  adds :  — 

The  convenient  situation  of  this  Colony  for  receiving  anppllea  from  the  other  colonies 
for  the  Continental  army  near  Boston,  we  suppose,  waa  a  principal  reason  why  so  great 
a  nnmber  of  the  king's  ships  were  stationed  In  our  Bay.  'We  have  had  for  above 
seven  montba  put,  two  ahips  of  twenty  guns,  one  ot  sixteen,  a  bomb  ketch,  and  about 
eight  tenders,  who  have  mode  prizes  of  more  vessels  belonging  to  this  Colony  tlian  have 
been  lost  by  any  other;  have  put  almost  a  total  end  to  commerce ; 'have  committed 
repeated  depredations  in  different  porta  ot  the  Colony ;  have  kept  our  coasts  conatantly 
alarmed,  and  obliged  the  Inhabitants  to  keep  almost  constantly  under  arms.  The  onoe 
flmuishing  town  of  Newport,  by  the  losa  ot  trade,  and  consequent  cessation  of  all  bnsl- 
nws,  instead  ol  being  able  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  ol  the  war,  hath  been  reduced 
to  so  ddplotable  a  state,  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  grant  money  out  of  the  general 
trwHury  for  tbesupport  of  tbe  poor,  and  many  of  the  wealthy  Inhabitants  have  not  only 
leA  the  town  but  the  Colony.  Conanlcut  and  Ptndenoe,  lately  the  acenes  ot  the  most 
wanton  and  savage  desolation  and  barbarity,  are  deserted;  New  Shoreham,  from  its 
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sltDatloD,  Is  rendered  worse  tban  uaeleas  to  the  Colony,  and  tli«  other  islands  will  no 
.  longer  be  of  service  to  anj  but  tbe  enemy.  > 

In  May  of  thifi  year,  the  General  Assembly  repealed  the  act  entitled 
'^'Aq  act  for  the  more  effectual  securing  to  His  Majesty  tbe  allegiance 
of  his  subjects  in  this  hie  Colony  and  dominion  of  Bbode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations."  The  preamble  of  the  repealing  act  is  as  fol- 
lows, as  given  in  Staples's  Annals,  to  which  important  work  we  are 
indebted  for  many  of  our  facts  during  this  eventful  period :  — 

Whereas,  In  all  States,  existtug  by  compact,  protection  and  allegiance  are  recip- 
local,  the  latter  beii^  only  due  in  conseqaence  of  the  former ;  and  whereas,  G«orge  the 
Third,  King  of  Qreat  Britain,  forgetting  his  dignity,  regardless  of  the  compact  moat 
aoiemnly  entered  into,  tatlfled  and  confirmed  to  tbe  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  by  his 
Jllnstrions  ancestors,  and,  till  of  late,  fully  recognized  by  him,  and  entirely  departing 
Irom  the  duties  and  cbaracter  of  a  good  King,  Instead  of  proteating.  Is  endeavoring  to 
destroy  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  and  of  all  the  nnited  colonies,  by  sending  fleets 
and  armies  to  America,  to  conSscate  out  property,  and  spread  fire,  sword,  and  desola- 
tion throngbont  our  country,  in  order  to  compel  ne  to  submit  to  the  most  debasing  and 
detestable  tyranny;  whereby  we  are  obliged  by  necessity,  and  it  becomes  our  highest 
duty,  to  use  every  means,  with  which  Qod  and  nature  have  furnished  us.  In  sapport  of 
our  Invaluable  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  oppose  that  power  which  la  exerted  only 
for  our  destruction. 

The  act  then  goes  on  to  repeal  the  act  referred  to  in  tie  title, 
requires  the  name  and  authority  of  the  King  to  be  omitted  in  all  com- 
missions and  judicial  processes,  and  that  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Colony  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof.  New  oaths  of  office  were 
also  prescribed  by  tbe  same  act,  omitting  all^iance  to  the  King.  This 
act,  by  its  terms,  severed  the  connection  between  this  Colony  and  Great 
Britain.  It  is  virtually,  says  Staples,  a  declaration  of  independence  ; 
and  it  is  believed  to  be  prior  in  date  to  sjiy  act,  of  a  similar  character 
passed  by  any  other  colony.    Congress  did  not  make  its  famous  Decla- 

1  staples's  Rhode  Island  Id  the  CoDtlnentalCongrese.  Edited  by  Renben  A- Onlld.  Svo.  Provi- 
denoe,  IBTO.  Pp.  aU4.  Great  dl»trew,  gays  Arnold,  prevailed  unong  Uie  poor,  eaitectally  on  the 
exposed  islanda  In  the  Bay.  Providence  Coanty  received  and  provided  tor  four  hundred  of  the 
poor  of  Me>nport,  who  vere  removed  to  Providence. 
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ration  of  Independence  until  July  following,  two  months  afterward. 
The  Aasemblj  met  to  cooaider  the  same  on  the  18th  of  July.  Of  course 
the  National  Declaration  received  its  sanction.  The  event  was  cele- 
brated in  Providence  on  the  25th.  The  Governor  and  members  of  the 
Assembly  were  escorted  by  the  Cadet  and  Light  Infantry  Companies 
to  the  Court  House,  where  the  repealing  act  of  the  Assembly  and  the 
Declaration  of  Inde^ndence  were  publicly  read.  A  salute  of  thirteen 
gune  from  the  Artillery,  and  the  Continental  ships  in  the  Iiarbor  fol- 
lowed. A  public  dinner  was  provided,  and  spirited  and  appropriate 
toasts  were  ^ven. 

This  year  Commencement  was  held  as  nsoal,  and  for  tiie  first  time 
in  the  new  Baptist  Meetinghouse.  Nine  young  gentlemen  were  grad- 
uated, and  received  their  diplomas.  The  Providence  QaieUey  under 
date  of  Sept.  7,  1776,  gives  the  following  account :  — 

On  Wedoetda;  last,  waa  celebrated  the  public  annlTenarj  Commencement  ol  the 
College  IntfaiatowD;  the  neual  procession  vaa  bom  the  College  to  the  new  Baptist 
meeting-hoase.  The  exercises  ol  the  day,  being  introduced  bf  a  prayer  Iiom  the 
President,  were  the  following,  vie. ;  In  the  forenoon  a  Latin  Salutatory  Oration  by  Mr. 
Hann,  upon  the  Calamities  of  "War;  an  Engliah  Oration,  by  Ur.  Thayer,  upon  the 
Advantages  of  Llteratore ;  and  another  English  Oration,  by  Hr.  Cummlnga,  Batlrlsing 
Toryism  and  Negro  Slavery. 

In  the  afternoon,  a  Latin  Syllogistic  Disputs  by  Messrs.  Thayer  and  Cnmmlngs, 
"An  leges  dlvlnae  aliqaid  ultra  vires  hnmanas  ab  hominibus  ezigunt?"  An  English 
Oration  l>y  Mi,  Coe,  upon  the  great  importance  and  advantages  resulting  to  the  State, 
as  well  as  individuals,  from  a  good  education  of  youth  of  both  sexes ;  an  Oration 
attempted  in  Hebrew,  according  to  the  modem  pronunciation,  without  the  rowel 
points,  upon  the  advantages  of  the  study  of  the  languages,  by  Mr.  Cnmmlngs ;  after 
which  the  following  young  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
vis.:  Curtis  Coe,  Amssa  Cooke,  Abraham  Cummings,  Zbenezer  Dutch,  William 
Edwards,  Daniel  Gano,  John  Hart,  John  Preston  Mann,  and  Jabez  Thayer. 

After  a  pertinent  and  solemn  charge,  delivered  to  the  Bachelors  by  the  President, 
the  Valedictory  Oration  was  spoken  by  Mr.  Dutch,  upon  Liberty,  with  some  anecdotes 
from  the  present  times. 

The  yonng  gentlemen  performed  their  respective  parts  with  nuich  propriety,  and  to 
the  entertainment  and  satisfaction  of  a  numerons  and  polite  assmnbly,  who  attended 
with  the  utmost  decorum  tbrongb  the  whole. 


,,Google 


292  BBOWN  UWrVEBSITT  Chap.  Vm. 

Coe,  Cooke,  CummingB,  and  Dutch,  of  this  class,  became  clergy- 
men, and  lived  to  a  good  age.  Gano  served  in  the  war  as  lieutenant 
and  captain,  and  afterwards  settled  in  Kentucky  as  a  pioneer.  He  died 
in  Scott  county,  April  8, 1849.  Mann  of  Attleborough,  one  of  four 
brothers,  became  a  physician  and  settled  in  Newport,  where  he  was  for 
years,  saye  Daggett,  the  historian  of  Attleborough,  a  leader  in  social 
circles.  He  acquired  wealth,  and  owned  a  handsome  and  extensive 
place  which  is  still  a  fine  looking  residence.  His  acquaintance  embraced 
the  most  distinguished  persons  of  his  time. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Corporation  there  were  present  fourteen 
Trustees  and  five  Fellows.  Smith  and  Gano  were  in  the  army  serving 
as  chaplains,  and  Stillman  had  hardly  recovered  from  the  ten  months' 
siege  of  Boston,  and  the  effects  of  British  occupation.  The  Honom- 
ble  Chancellor  Hopkins  being  absent,  (the  Continental  Congress  was 
now  in  session,)  the  Honorable  Darius  Sessions,  Esq.,  was  elected  Vice 
■Chancellor.  "In  consideration  of  the  great  abilities,  literary  merit, 
and  the  many  eminent  services  performed  by  Major-General  Greene  to 
this  State  in  particular,  and  the  Continent  in  general,"  so  reads  the 
record,  it  was  "  Voted,  that  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  be 
conferred  on  him."  Col.  William  Russell  was  elected  a  Trustee  in  the 
room  of  the  Honorable  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.,  deceased.  Mr.  Russell,  it 
will  be  remembered,  was  the  one  through  whose  agency  the  lot  for  the 
meeting-house  was  purchased  of  John  Angell.  He  was  at  that  time, 
it  ia  stated,  a  worshipper  at  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  now 
regarded  as  a  Baptist.  The  piety  and  eloquence  of  Manning  drew 
largely  from  the  other  societies.  The  following  item  in  the  records  ia 
■of  interest:  — 

Henry  Watd,  E«q.,  agreeable  to  appointment,  presented  the  draught  of  a  petltlOD  to 
the  Honorable  Qenerol  Assembly,  praying  them  to  continue  the  College  fnnds  in  the 
treaaary  ol  the  Colony  notvith standing  their  vote  of  March  Mh ;  which  dranght  being 
agreed  to  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  by  the  whole  Corporation  Id  a  body.  And 
*'  the  Corporation  having  waited  upon  the  Honorable  Qenerol  Assembly,  and  betag 
heard  upon  their  petition,  the  prayer  thereof  was  generonsly  granted." 

This  was  the  last  public  Commencement  held  during  the  war.  For 
months  the  enemy's  cruisers  had  swarmed  in  the  Bay,  interrupting  the 
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trade  and  commerce  of  Providence.  Theii  Dambeis  increased  as  the 
AeasoD  advanced,  and  on  Saturday,  December  Tth,  Su-  Peter  Parker, 
the  British  commander,  with  seven  shipe  of  the  line,  four  frigates  and 
a  Beet  of  seventy  transports,  anchored  in  Nevrpoit  harbor,  landed  a  body 
of  six  thousand  troops  and  took  possession  of  the  place.  All  was  now 
in  confusion,  it  being  supposed  that  the  British  would  march  through 
Providence  to  Boston.  Troops  were  massed  throughout  the  town, 
martial  law  was  proclaimed.  College  studies  were  interrupted,  and  the 
students  were  dismissed  to  their  respective  homes,  as  appears  from  the 
following  notification  of  the  President,  published  in  the  Providence 
(gazette :  — 

This  It  to  Inlorm  all  tb«  Bitidents  that  theti  attendance  on  College  OTdera  is  hereljr 
dispensed  with,  until  the  end  of  the  next  epilng  racatlon ;  and  that  they  lire  at  liberty 
to  return  home,  or  prosecute  their  studies  elsewhere,  as  tbey  may  think  propsT;  and 
that  those  who  pay  as  partlcnlar  attention  to  their  studies  as  these  confused  times 
-win  admit,  shall  then  be  considered  In  the  some  light  and  standiug  as  if  they  had  given 
the  usual  attendance  here.    In  witness  whereof,  I  subscribe, 

Jambs  IdANXiMO,  Pretidtnt. 
Fbovidkmce,  Dec.  10, 1TT6. 

"The  Seat  of  the  Muses,"  in  the  expressive  words  of  another, 
"now  became  the  habitation  of  Mars.'"  From  Dec.  7,  1776,  until 
May  27,  1782,  the  course  of  studies  wna  suspended,  and  the  College 
edifice  was  occupied  for  barracks,  and  afterwards  for  a  hospital  by  the 
American  and  French  forces. 

For  three  years,  says  Staples,  whose  "Annals  "  we  agfun  quote,  until 
Oct.  25,  1779,  the  British  retained  possession  of  Newport  and  the 
Island.  Their  presence  kept  the  whole  State  in  continual  alarm. 
Excursions  were  frequently  made  by  the  tenders  and  small  armed  ves- 
sels to  the  neighboring  islands,  and  to  the  main.  To  guard  against  these, 
it  was  necessary  to  maintain  a  chain  of  posts  all  around  Xarragansett 

1  Vp  to  this  time  the  number  of  College  stndeDts  had  steadily  Increased  tram  yen  to  year.  In 
Vm  there  ini«  thirteen  students ;  In  mo,  tw«nt7-one ;  In  ITTl,  twenty-DTS ;  In  1TT2,  thirty ;  In  ITTI. 
thlrtj'three ;  Id  1TT4,  tblrty-faor ;  and  In  ITTB,  tonj-ooa.  These  facta  ve  team  ftom  a  p^ier  pre- 
serTBd  on  file  by  Jadge  Howell. 
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Bay.  Though  aided  by  some  Contauental  troops,  and  by  soldiers  from 
the  adjoining  states,  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island  were  abnoat  con- 
stantly engaged  in  keeping  vatch  and  ward.  Providence,  at  the  head 
of  navigable  water,  was  supposed  to  be  especially  in  danger.  The  town 
exhibited  the  i^pearance  of  a  camp.  The  College  building  was  firat 
used  as  quarters  for  the  Artillery,  and  the  grounds  around  it  for  a 
parade,  and  afterwards  for  a  hospital  for  the  sick  soldiery.  The  ordi- 
nary business  of  the  town  was  suspended.  Many  of  the  inhabitante 
removed  to  places  of  safety  in  the  interior,  and  Uiere  was  nothing  bat 
the  din  of  arms,  and  the  thrilling  sounds  of  martial  music,  to  break  the 
silence  that  reigned  in  the  streets. 

President  Manning  having  thns  far  discharged  his  arduous  and 
responsible  duties  with  unwearied  assiduity  and  the  most  gratifjing 
success,  now  employed  this  interval  of  relaxation  from  Collegiate  ser* 
vice  in  the  labors  of  the  ministry,  and  in  various  acts  of  social  benevo- 
lence which  the  perils  and  distresses  of  that  period  in  our  national 
history  prompted  him  to  perform.  A  letter  to  his  friend,  the  Rev.  John 
Ryland,  written  a  few  days  before  the  dosing  of  the  College,  gives  a 
vivid  idea  of  the  war,  regarded  by  a  Christian  and  a  philanthropist:  — 

PHovmE»cB,  Not,  13,  I7T6. 
Beterknd  and  DBAS  Sut: 

After  a  long  lateiruptloD  of  our  corTespoii,deace,  m  opportunitr  AKaln  offen  of 
sending  yoa  t,  line,  by  Boms  of  out  captive  brethren,  who  have  liberty  to  return  directly 
to  BugUnd.  The  bearer,  Mr.  Thomas  MacknnesB,  partner  nlth  Mr.  Tbornton,  can  give 
yon  many  more  particulars  of  our  affairs  than  I  can  by  a  letter. 

Since  I  wrote  yon  last  I  have  seen  both  glorious  and  gloomy  days.  The  winter 
before  last  it  pleased  God  to  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  the  people  of  this  town  In  a  most 
glorious  manner.  I  believe  about  two  hundred  persons  were  converted  within  the 
space  of  a  few  months.  I  baptized  more  than  half  that  number  in  less  than  a  year. 
But  the  fatal  19th  of  April,  the  day  of  the  Lexington  battle,  lihe  an  electric  stroke  put 
a  stop  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  as  well  In  other  places  as  here.  Oh  horrid  warl 
How  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Jesus  I  May  you  never  be  alarmed,  as  we  have  been, 
with  the  horrid  roar  of  artillery,  and  Che  hostile  flames,  destroying  your  neighbors' 
habitations.  These  I  have  repeatedly  seen  and  heard,  sitting  la  my  house  and  lying  in 
my  bed.  I  desire  to  bless  Qod,  these  scenes  of  carnage  always  appeared  shocking  to 
me,  and  I  feel  no  disposition  lo  destroy  or  Injure  my  tellow-men.    Uay  the  Lord  tun) 
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tha  hearts  of  all  to  hlmiell,  and  then  I  know  w&t  trill  luBtontly  ceaae.  The  aaene  of 
action,  in  a  hostile  way,  bas  t>eeii  at  tlie  distance  of  more  than  two  hundred  milea  fiom 
me  thia  campaign,  and  I  conld  wish  It  had  been  more  than  tan  thousand,  if  it  must  lie 
at  all.  Tou  will  not  think  strange  that  the  collegeB  have  suffered  greatly  by  this  tte- 
mendouB  convulsion ;  though  I  believe  we  have  not  suffered  more  than  our  neighbors. 
Our  nnmb«r  la  about  thirty ;  but  the  high  price  of  everything  amongit  us,  I  tear,  will 
drive  some  of  the  etadenta  away. 

For  more  tban  a  year  the  state  of  religion  has  been  truly  lamentable,  except  in  some 
places  In  Connectlcnt.  Bnt  there  are  pleaaing  proapecta  opening  In  several  places 
around  us;  I  think  there  are  some  favorable  symptoms  In  my  congregation,  Hay  the 
Lord  Increase  them.  There  have  been  seven  Baptist  ministers  ordained  In  New 
England  since  last  April,  and  about  that  number  of  churches  constituted  within  about 
a  year.    These  ate  encouraging  drcumatanoea  amidet  our  troubles. 

My  dear  Brother  Gano'  has  aufFered  greatly  by  the  war,  and  where  he  now  ia  with  his 
dlatressed,  numerous  family,  I  cannot  learn,  as  I  liave  never  had  a  line  from  talm  aince 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  Kew  York. 

There  waa  a  glorloua  revival  of  religion,  last  winter,  at  Hopewell  in  the  Jerseys. 
Ninety  were  baptlied  and  added  to  that  church  In  seven  months.  I  have  heard  nothing 
of  the  state  of  religion  from  the  southward  for  a  long  time ;  bnt  I  fear  that  poIlUca  and 
war  have  not  promoted  it.    If  tbey  have,  they  have  tared  better  than  New  England. 

Mr.  Hsckaueaalntormame  that  there  la  a  glorious  revival  in  many  parts  of  England, 
especially  in  the  Batabliahment.  I  heartily  rejoice  tohear  the  news.  Hay  the  kingdom 
of  the  Bedeemer  come  tbrongbout  the  world  t 

The  gentlemen  you  recommended  to  me  as  worthy  of  the  honors  of  the  College  were 
all  graduated ;  but  aa  the  communication  was  shut  up  their  diplomas  were  never  writ- 
ten :  and  aa  I  have  but  abort  notice  of  thia  opportunity,  and  as  there  Is  no  parchment  la 
the  country,  I  could  not  forward  them  now.  Bnt  I  hope  it  may  not  be  long  before  these 
obetmctiona  are  removed. 

I  wish  yon  great  sncceaa  In  your  labors  in  the  Ooapel,  and  many  crowns  of  rejoicing 
in  the  day  ol  Christ  Jesus.  If  possible,  let  me  have  a  line  from  yon.  If  not,  grant  me 
an  Interest  in  your  prayers  at  out  Father's  throne,  that  I  maybe  kept  In  the  day  of  temp- 
tation, and  be  enabled  to  fulfil  the  ministry  which  I  have  received.  With  great  respect, 
and  many  obltgationa,  I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Your  unworthy  brother  in  the  Gospel, 

James  Hahkiho. 

>  Rev.  John  Gsno.  He  served  aa  cbaplatu  daring  the  war,  and  by  bis  patriotic  counsels  and 
earnest  prayers  did  very  much  toencoursge  the  oncers  and  prtvstes  of  the  AuMrlean  army.  After 
the  occupation  ol  New  York  by  the  British,  he  retired  with  bis  family  to  a  farm  within  five  miles 
of  Warwick,  near  the  New  Jeise;  line.  Ur.  UannlnK  visited  hU  famll;  in  May,  1TT9,  as  we  team 
from  his,  diary  or  Journal. 
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The  religioas  awakening  to  which  Manning  here  refers  we  have 
alTead;^  alluded  to  in  a  previous  chapter.  Backus  states  in  his  church 
history  that  Manning  heard  the  celebrated  Fristoe,  of  Vii^nia,  during 
the  sessions  of  the  Philadelphia  Association,  in  October,  1774,  and  that 
he  returned  home  to  preach  with  renewed  zeal.  The  reviral  which  fol- 
lowed is  more  particularly  described  in  the  foUowing  letter  to  the  Rev. 
Benjamiu  Wallin,  dated  Nov.  12,  1776 :  — 

BlVESIHD  AND  DBAK  Sm: 

It  ia  long  Binm  I  have  had  the  pleaaure  of  hsarlng  fiom  yon,  or  an  opportunity  of 
wclClng  to  yon.  In  canseqaence  ol  the  perilous  times  In  which  we  live.  Bat  I  hope, 
though  Great  Britain  and  America  are  at  war,  that  the  saints  of  God  do  not  me»u  to 
wage  war  Bgainst  each  other,  or  suffer  their  love  and  atFectiou  towards  each  other  In  tha 
leaat  to  abate,  beoauEe  a  wise  ProvideDoe  has  CMt  their  lot  in  the  respective  contending 
conntries.  I  do  not  think  It  the  business  of  the  mlnisterB  of  Christ  to  meddle  much 
with  politics,  as  they  are  concerned  to  promote  a  kiogdom  not  of  this  world.  Yoa  will 
not,  therefore,  expect  anything  from  me  on  this  subject,  except  so  far  as  the  cause  of  the 
Redeemer  appeals  to  be  affected  by  the  alarming  aspect  of  public  affairs. 

In  tbe  beginning  of  the  winter  of  1774,  It  pleased  the  Lord  In  a  most  remarkable  man- 
ner to  revive  his  work  in  the  town  of  Providence,  and  more  especially  among  the  people 
of  my  charge.  Buch  a  time  I  never  before  saw.  Nambers  were  pricked  to  the  heart. 
Our  public  assemblies  by  night  and  by  da;  were  crowded,  and  the  auditors  seemed  to 
hear  as  for  the  life  of  thetr  souls.  It  was  Ireqnently  an  hoar  before  I  could  get  from  the 
pulpit  to  the  door,  on  acooant  of  the  numbers  thronging  to  have  an  opportunity  of  stat- 
ing the  condition  of  their  minds,—  some  exulting  in  the  love  of  God  and  speaking  of  a 
precious  Jesus,  and  others  bewailing  their  awful,  ruined  state,  and  asking,  "What 
most  I  do  to  be  saved?"  Hy  dear  sir,  never  until  now  did  I  so  effectually  feel  the 
Insufficiency  ol  instruments  to  afford  the  poor  sinner  the  least  help.  How  glorlona  now 
to  view  the  all-suffldent  Saviour!  There  I  would  stand  pointing  to  him,  and  saying, 
"  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  takath  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  This  was  all  I 
could  do.  Never  before  did  I  experieooe  snch  happy  hours  in  the  pulpit.  Day  and 
night  my  dear  people  resorted  to  my  house  to  open  to  me  the  state  of  their  souls,  tnao. 
much  that  it  was  with  difficulty  I  could  at  any  time  attend  to  secular  business ;  and  I 
think  I  ma;  say  with  truth,  that  I  had  as  little  inclination  as  leisnre  for  it,  further  than 
the  abaolate  demands  of  duty  required. 

And  what  added  peculiarly  to  my  happiness  was,  that  the  Lord  visited  the  CoHog* 
as  remarkably  as  the  congregation.  Frequently,  when  I  went  Co  the  recitation-room,  I 
would  find  nearly  all  the  students  assembled,  and  joining  in  prayer  and  praiae  to  God. 
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InstMd  of  my  lecture!  on  logic  and  philosophj',  the;  would  lequeat  me  to  speak  to  ttaem 
of  the  things  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God.  Bnt  y onr  experience  In  the  service  of 
(hi  dear  Redeemer  will  enable  you  to  form  a  more  adeqnato  Idea  of  the  coDCOtnltant 
circnmatanceB  of  snch  a  work  of  giace  than  I  can  here  commonlcate.  In  a  word,  the 
monutainaseemedtomeltatthepresonoeof  IhoLordi  the piide  and haaghtiness  ol  man 
wen  laid  low;  and  the  Lord  atone  was  exalted.  In  the  space  of  about  six  months,  I 
baptized  more  than  one  hundred  persons.'  Many  were  also  added  to  the  other  churcbea 
of  the  town,  who,  I  believe,  were  first  added  to  the  Lord.  Thus  the  glorious  work  con- 
tinned,  and  rather  increased,  nntil  the  fatal  19th  of  April,  when  the  affair  at  Lexington 
happened,  which,  like  an  electric  shock,  filled  every  mind  with  honor  and  compassion. 
When  one  wonld  have  thonght  this  would  have  promoted  serlonsnesa  amongst  us,  it, 
strange  to  tell,  operated  the  very  reverse ;' for  since  the  fatal  day  languor  and  abatement 
of  teal  for  Ood  seam  greatly  to  have  obtained,  and  instances  of  conversion  to  Christ  ate 
rare.  Yet  I  hope  oui  affairs  are  now  somewhat  Improving.  I  have  often  labored  to 
Investigate  the  cause  of  the  almost  universal  decline  of  vital  godliness  amongst  ns  since' 
the  commencement  of  this  unhappy  war,  bnt  can  find  no  other  than  that  war  is  in  its 
nature  a  hardening  judgment.  I  have  heard  of  and  know  many  places  where  the  Lord 
by  bis  Spirit  appeared  to  be  at  work  when  hostilities  commenced,  and  in  every  instance 
the  work  inuaediately  abated.  In  one  Instance  only  were  they  made  the  means  of  any 
considerable  awakenii^.  Tet,  blessed  be  Qodl  the  dews  of  divine  grace  have  distilled 
gloriously  in  many  places,  and  reformations  are  commencing.  I  know  you  will  heartily 
Join  at  the  throne  ot  grace  that  Christ's  kingdom  may  so  come  in  both  countries,  yea,  in 
all  the  world,  that  war  may  cease  from  the  ends  of  the  earth.  I  expect  Mr.  Thomas 
Msckaness,  merchant  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Thornton,  will  hand  you  this.  He  has 
been  a  great  sufferer  by  having  been  taken  on  his  voyage  to  Quebec,  in  consequence  ot 
which  he  lost  vessel  and  cargo.  He  can  give  further  information  concerning  me,  if  yon 
desire.    With  sincere  regards,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  friend  and  unworthy  brother, 

Jakes  HAsmHO. 

The  following  reply,  the  last  letter  from  Wallin  ever  received  by 
Maaning,  shows  that  war  had  not  alienated  all  our  English  friends. 
This  fact  ia  dehghtfully  evident  in  the  correspondence  of  a  later 
period :  — 

<  Among  thoae  who  becune  relleioiu  SI  this  time  was  Uii.  llumiug,  whom  her  huiband  baptiied 
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Maze  Pohd,  SovrawuiX.,  Aug.  30, 17TT. 

BSTEBKHD    AHD    DsAB    SU: 

I  embrace  the  oppoTtuiiity  of  acknowledgini;  yoar  very  acceptable  layor,  which  came 
to  band  In  January  last.  Oh  the  wonders  ol  Omnipotent  love[  Peace  on  earth  uid 
good-will  to  men,  diBpensed  by  the  everlaatlng  Gospel  in  a  rebelllooB  world,  like  the 
an tedllDvian, corrupt  before  God,  and  filled  with  violence!  It  1b  the  Lord's  doings 
and  marrellouB  in  oureyea.  Tonr  striking  account  of  the  heavenly  viBitatlon  on  the 
church  and  College  over  which  you  preside  filled  me  with  gratitude  and  Joy,  as  It  did 
my  people,  and  indeed  many  others,  minlstere  and  respectable  Individuals,  from  whom 
I  could  not  conceal  the  glad  tidings.  They  proved  as  cold  water  to  a  thirst;  sonl. 
Dear  sir,  tf  you  would  have  snch  good  news  a  secret,  yon  must  not  trust  a  man  with  it 
who  wishes  to  spread  abroad  the  satvation  of  God,  that  all  who  love  It  may  have  con- 
tinual occasion  to  glorify  his  name.  Many  thanksgivings  redounded  to  the  King  of  ftll 
grace  upon  a  lehearsal  o(  this  glorious  display  ol  his  mercy,  — an  evidence  this  of  a 
genuine  love  among  the  saints  whose  lot  is  cast  in  the  respective  contending  countries, 
originally  united,  now  waging  war,  to  the  grief  ol  all  who  wish  well  to  Great  Britain. 
What  stronger  proof  of  this  divine  grace  than  a  free  communication  and  on  unfeigned 
great  Joy  in  each  other's  prosperity  I 

It  would  be  pleasing  to  return  a  similar  aceonnt  from  the  mother  country,  but  the 
state  of  religion  is  not  so  delightful  and  promising.  Indeed,  many  preocbera  go  forth, 
and  the  number  ol  hearers  increases,  but  It  Is  not  so  strictly  In  the  way  of  the  Lord  as  I 
could  wish.  It  seems  to  me  vain-gloilous,  and  in  some  respects  tending  to  contoiion, 
of  which  God  is  not  the  author.  Among  the  Episcopalians  who  have  any  idea  ot  gos- 
pel truth  (though  I  think  tor  the  most  part  they  are  tather  superficial),  their  way  is  to 
openacbapel,as  they  style  it,  and,  having  drawn  an  aadlence,  they  ore  fixed  atacus- 
tom-rate  for  their  seats.  On  tbis  plan  many,  and  some  ot  them  sumptuous  buildings 
have  been  erected,  to  which,  by  report,  great  numbers  resort.  I  would  hope  by  this 
means  some  may  be  led  into  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  so  far  I  rejoice ;  yet  I 
^annot  but  lament  the  tending  and  the  effect  of  this  carnal  contrivance  and  vagne  kind 
of  socialrellgloutotbeaccommodationof  man  and  the  neglect  of  all  gospel  order.  A 
becoming  zeal  for  this  Is  now  a  matter  of  reproach  with  mony  among  us,  insomuch  that 
the  enlightened,  who  wish  to  be  conformed  to  the  positive  institutions  of  the  Bedeemer, 
are  under  great  discouragements,  and  few  Join  the  regular  churches  of  any  deoomins- 
tlon  J  BO  that  a  godly  discipline  in  particular  communion  Is  in  a  manner  outof-doora. 
The  consequence  ot  all  this  will,  I  tear,  be  a  greater  declension  from  real  and  practical 
piety.  The  Baptists  more  especially  are  obnoxious  to  these  popular  gentleman,  o( 
which  a  specimen  has  lately  transpired  In  an  abusive  pamphlet,  by  a  warm-spirited 
yoni^  clergyman.    Irritated  by  some  altercations  on  a  late  baptizing  in  the  parish  of 
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Mb  Tlcorage,  he  has  fa1I«n  tool  on  me  tor  mj  Ultle  address  to  the  cbnicbes  of  the  Con- 
gregational order,— the  flrat  edition  ol  which  yon  hare  in  avolmneolmlne.  This  piece 
hu  nothing  to  do  with  the  point  In  debate,  and,  being  anooTUioas,  was  hy  many 
ascribed  to  a  person  of  the  Independent  peisuaaion  before  the  anthor  was  discovered. 
This  man  holds  me  ap  to  the  public  as  a  masterpiece  of  bigotry,  and  an  enemy  to  all 
Pedot>apttBt  commanion,  and  at  the  same  time  pretends  to  much  candor. 

This  newly-adopted  mode  has  already  emboldened  some  froward  men  to  set  up  (or 
themselves,  nnder  the  color  o(  Protestant  dissenters  j  and,  among  them,  lately,  one 
Hi.  Dawson,  a  Sabbatarian  Baptist,  not  long  since  in  New  England.  Alasl  these  men 
moke  a  trade  of  religion  I  It  likewise  favors  party  divisions  in  ohnrch,  too  frequent, 
and  which  now  tor  the  most  part  end  in  grievous  and  ahamefnl  separations,  to  the 
prejudice  of  brotherly  love;  it  being  the  taste  of  the  day  to  follow  new  societies  and 
teachers.  This  Is  a  melancholy  case ;  for  we  know  by  the  disciples  at  Corinth  that  In 
this  carnal  spirit  there  Is  little  regard  to  the  power  and  grace  of  God  in  the  Increase 
of  Ms  church. 

As  to  my  congregation,  they  are  in  general  steady,  and  onr  charch  state  gradually 
adToncea.  Of  late  we  have  been  favored  with  some  remarkable  Instances  of  conver- 
sion ;  among  others,  lost  month  I  liapttzed  four  young  peraons  of  one  family,  brothers 
and  siaters  in  the  flesh,  the  children  of  a  deacon  lately  deceased,  who  was  the  second 
person  that  passed  under  my  hands.  This  was  in  the  year  1T41.  Their  grandfather  and 
grandmother  were  also  valuable  members  of  the  cbnrch  some  years  after  I  succeeded 
my  honored  father  In  the  pastoral  charge.  The  Ijord  will  not/ail,  bnt  may  exceed  the 
terms  of  hta  promise.  His  grace  la  not  bound.  Too  will  not  wonder  at  the  joy  of  the 
brethren  on  this  singular  occasion. 

I  fear  the  Papists  take  advantage  of  our  civil  and  religious  confusion.  According  to 
some  there  are  alarming  symptoms  of  their  increase  In  our  nation  and  cities.  Indeed, 
■nkaown  and  disorderly  societies  but  too  much  favor  their  design,  while  the  political 
sentiments  of  many  Protestants  are  a  hindrance,  at  least,  to  their  social  prayers.  But 
with  OUT  God  nothing  Is  Impossible.  May  he  pour  out  the  Spirit  from  on  high  on  both 
countries,  and  gracionsly  restore  our  public  tranquillity  on  an  honorable  and  permanent 
toandaUoii;  and  may  you,  dear  sir.  enjoy  many  happy  hours  la  the  closet  and  in  the 
pnlpit,  and  again  be  employed  in  a  field  white  for  harvest,  as  In  the  year  I7T9. 

As  tor  me,  my  age  and  inflrmlttes  promise  little  farther  capacity  (or  usefulness, 
laflnite  are  the  obligations  upon  me  for  the  grace  by  which  I  have  been  sustained 
thirty-aeven  years  in  the  arduous  work  of  the  ministry.  Our  great  Divine  Master  doth 
not  cast  off  his  old  servants ;  yet  the  prayers  of  my  brethren  may  subserve  to  a  flnish 
with  joy;  a  request,  I  am  persnaded,  yon  will  not  deny  me. 

Having  the  honor  of  a  place  in  your  library,  it  seemed  decent  to  present  a  copy  of 
another  attempt  since  my  last.    Parents,  you  know,  sir,  oft  show  their  vanity  in  dress- 
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ing  ap  theli  children.  Ezcom  the  aulform  of  ths  eleTenth  volome.  It  cornea  in 
expectation  of  the  HBme  kind  reception  with  that  of  its  preceding  oompantons.  It  any 
hints  concerning  parables  in  general,  or  that  In  particular  which  is  the  eabjeci  in 
hand,  prove  pertinent  and  ueelul,  the  author  flatters  himaeU  that  some  other  pen  maj 
improve  them  to  public  advantage. 

For  an  increase  of  the  church's  prosperity  and  a  period  to  the  national  tronble,  we 
unite  in  our  prayers  to  the  Most  High,  with  which  I  conclude. 

Your  very  obliged  and  aflecttonate  brother, 

Bbhjahik  Waluh. 

P.  S.  — The  copy  on  The  Prodigal  presented  to  the  College  with  my  most  respectful 
eompltmenta  to  the  venerable  members,  if  it  be  needful  to  mention  ao  trifling  a  matter 
to  them,  was  bound  in  readiness  soon  after  the  publication.  My  notice  of  this  oppor- 
tunity was  short,  which  It  is  hoped  will  apologize  for  the  mourning  dress  of  those 
directed  to  you  and  the  other  gentlemen,  on  whose  candor  in  perusing  them  I  rely.  If 
by  any  means  you  can  inform  me  of  the  arrival  of  these,  it  will  be  acceptable.  Btitoro 
the  present  Interruption  to  our  intercourse  took  place,  I  was  in  expectation  of  soon 
receiving  a  digested  and  authentic  account  ol  your  College,  which,  I  hope,  will  anrvivo 
the  civil  commotions,  and  prove  a  flourishing  seminary  of  learning  under  yonr  direc- 
tion. If  this  design  is  carried  Into  execution,  I  hope  to  be  presented  with  some  copies 
the  flret  opportunity. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Miss  A.  Howard,  in  Scarboro, 
England,  illustrates  the  peculiar  tact  and  delicacy  of  Manning  in  his 
efforts  to  alleviate  the  distressed,  and  to  give  sympathy  and  counsel  to 
the  bereaved  and  unfortunate.  In  a  footnote  be  remarks  that  ihe  letter 
actually  sent  to  Miss  Howard  was  greatly  altered  and  enlarged  from 
this,  which  seems  to  be  the  first  copy.  Captain  £eU,  it  appears,  was 
taken  with  his  vessel,  by  some  of  our  cruisers,  and  brought  into  Provi- 
dence, where  he  died.  He  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  the  lady  in 
question,  who,  as  wUl  be  observed,  was  an  entire  stranger  to  Manning. 

PnovmENCK,  Nbw  Ehqlahd,  Nov.  19,  1776. 
Dbak  Madam: 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  forwardness  of  a  stranger  in  addressing  a  line  to  you, 
when  I  iutorm  you  of  the  amiable  character  given  you  by  my  dear  unfortunate  friend. 
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Mr.  Thomu  Hackaness ;  bh  also  from  the  aympathetic  feelings  of  1117  heart  under  the 
distreM  which  the  news  of  the  unexpected  and  truly  lamentable  death  ol  the  deai  Cap- 
tain Bell  muat  occasion,  especially  considering  the  endeEUing  relation  which,  I  am 
informed,  he  iooa  expected  to  atand  in  to  70Q.  Horrid  war!  What  havoc  dost  thou 
make!  To  glut  thy  rage,  must  the  yonthfnl,  amiable,  Tirtuona,  and  what  exceeds  all 
these,  must  the  eingnlarly  pious  Bell  fall  a  vicUm  to  thy  relentleis  stroket  MuM  the 
hearteof  tender  parents  bleed?  Hnat  more  than  half  of  all  four  happiness  on  earth 
perish  ?  Must  the  dear  bereaved  church  at  Hull  be  bathed  in  tears  7  Must  the  tender 
orphans,  hia  pecollar  oore,  bewail  the  loss  of  their  kindest  benefactor,  under  thy  nnnat. 
nral  domain? 

Bat  why  do  I  open  afresh  the  wounds  which,  long  ere  this  arrives,  have  often  bled  7 
Yon,  doubtless,  have  oft  portrayed  the  bliss  of  the  Intended  conjugal  relation,  and 
recounted  the  Joys  of  such  a  virtuous  connection,  which,  by  a  stroke,  Is  now  all  blasted, 
and  yon  sit  solitary  as  one  forsaken,  and,  in  the  plaintive  strain  of  the  sweet  singer  of 
Israel,  cry,  Loner  and  /Head  \a$t  Ami  remonid  from  nu,  and  mine  aequaintanix  into  dw-k- 
>>«M.  "Ishall  no  more  see  good  in  the  land  of  the  living."  But  stop,  my  (rlend!  Why 
these  unavailing  sighs?  For  whom  do  you  thus  lament?  Is  it  for  him  whowas  so  fully 
ripe  for  heaven,  that  earth  was  no  longer  for  him  a  fit  habitation,  — tor  him  whose  heart 
and  conversation  were  so  in  heaven,  that  the  Redeemer  chose  to  receive  him  to  that 
society  where,  unmolested,  he  might  slug  those  songs  of  praise,  and  give  fall  scope  to 
thai  ardor  of  spirit,  wbich  he  had  here  so  oft  attempted,  and  so  nniformlj  (elt?  True,  the 
loss  to  you  la  great ;  but  greater  far,  to  him,  the  gain.  And  could  you  wish  to  disengage 
htm  from  that  blessed  employment.  —  from  that  glorious  society  tor  which  you  long, 
and  where  yon  hope  to  bear  a  part  in  those  anthems  of  praise  to  Qod  and  the  Lamb 
forever?  Can  you  desire  that  he,  disengaged  from  every  earthly  clog,  should  again,  lor 
many  painful  years,  groan  under  the  weight  of  a  body  of  death,  and  see  the  object  ol 
his  highest  love  through  faith's  dim  medium,  as  wedonow,  andmoncn  his  absence  from 
our  Father's  honse,  —and  all  this  to  gratify  and  assist  yon  through  this  painful  Journey 
home  to  glory?  No,  madam;  both  reason  and  religion  forbid  this  selfish  passion ;  and, 
painful  as  the  thought  of  separation  Is,  I  know  yonr  generous  soul  can't  wiah  It.  You 
only  moam  that  you  are  left  behind,  and  that  onr  degenerate  world  has  lost  his  bright 
example.  But  remember  that  he  has  left  you  in  better  hands,  —  that  the  swift-revolv- 
ing years  will  soon  land  you  at  the  same  peaceful  haven,  where  not  only  he  hut  Jesus 
waits  to  welcome  travellers  home.  Instead  of  pensive  sadness,  then,  cheer  np,  and,  as 
the  poet  sung,  let  us  go  singing  on.  It  will  render  the  Journey  less  painful ;  and  per- 
baps  more  than  half  the  way  is  passed.  Remember  that  now  your  attachment  to  heaven 
is  stronger  than  ever.  TTiat  yow  best  /Wend,  yow  kindred  daeti,  there  Ood  your  Saoiour 
reiffn*.  May  he  grant  you  his  divine; presence  to  support  you  under  the  sore  affliction, 
and  abundantly  sanctify  his  hand  to  you,  that  you  may  be  more  and  more  prepared  for 
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glory.  Hadlgrent  Interest ftt  a  throne  of  grac«,  yon  should  not  want  Bahoraof  it;  for 
I  thinfc  it  joining  In  yonr  sorrow  and  mingling  a  friendly  tear  will  alleviate  yoni  giiel, 
I  have  borne  a  part  for  yon. 

Since  the  ship  vae  taken  and  brought  Id  here,  I  have  often  thought  I  ahoald  hav« 
been  peculiarly  happy  had  it  been  the  will  of  Heaven  to  have  spared  the  life  of  the  dear 
man  whose  untimely  death  more  than  British  friends  lament.  Bat  here  I  find  mj  waul 
of  submission  to  the  will  of  God;  for  I  am  only  happy  when  from  the  heartlcanuy 
to  Ood,  Thy  win  be  done. 

Probably  I  shall  never  ase  your  face  in  the  flesh;  but  should  this  happiness  bedented 
me,  I  hope  to  see  you  where  there  shall  be  no  more  sorrow  nor  sighing;  where  God 
shall  wipe  away  every  tear  from  our  eyes ;  where  we  shall  see,  not  only  the  dear  man 
whom  we  lament,  but  all  the  aainta  on  earth,  with  those  uncalled  as  yet,  with  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob,  with  the  apoatlsa  and  prophets,  and  the  general  auemblj  ot 
those  whose  names  ore  written  in  heaven,  with  Jesus,  the  mediator,  at  their  head,  and 
Ood  the  Judge  of  all.  Oh  I  what  a  glorious  day  when  we  shall  rise  to  this  exalted  sta- 
tion! My  dear  friend,  let  ua,  then,  walk  worthy  of  such  a  calling;  that  whether  wb  are 
abaent  or  present  in  body,  we  may  be  present  with  the  Lord.  And  here,  I  recollect,  we 
may  have  an  interview ;  I  mean  at  the  throne  of  grace.  Wishing  yon  the  highest  pos- 
sible happiness,  I  subscribe  myaelf,  madam, 

Your  Irlend  and  servant. 

Jam  as  Mavhiko. 

The  following  letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Berridge,  of  London,  shows 
Dr.  Memning  in  the  light  of  a  controversialist.  How  skilfully  he  could 
handle  the  weapons  of  polemic  warfai-e,  will  best  be  learned  from  ita 
perusal.  The  pungency  of  its  wit,  the  force  of  its  argument,  and  the 
excellence  of  ita  style  and  spirit,  amply  compensate  for  its  unusual 
length.  Mr.  Berridge,  it  raay  be  added,  was  famous  in  his  day  as  a 
preacher  of  the  Whitfield  stamp,  and  was  classed  among  the  friends 
and  favorites  of  Lady  Huntington.  In  this  work  he  represents  him- 
self aa  a  physician  converaing  with  his  patient  and  prescribing  for  his 
disease.  Thus  the  way  is  opened  for  a  thorough  discussion  of  practical 
and  doctrinal  ChristiaDity,  in  language  as  phtin  and  forcible,  ssp  a 
reviewer,  "as  was  ever  used  by  the  dreamer  of  Bedford  Jail."  The 
work  was  republished  in  1854  by  Gould  and  Lincoln,  with  a  short 
memoir  of  the  author  by  Dr.  Thomas  Guthrie. 
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Pbotidenci,  New  EKai-AND,  Not.  19, 1776. 
KBTBKXin)  Asi>  Dbab  Sib; 

LBtel7,  through  ths  kindness  of  1117  (dead  Hr.  Thomas  Mkckauesa,  ot  London,  I 
had  the  perusal  ot  the  "Christian  World  Cumasked.'  Pray,  Come  and  Peep.  B7 
John  Berridge,  A.M., ate."  Sro.  Lond.,  1TT3.  I  accepted  the  InvitattOQ,  and  found  the 
book  In  gensral  coiresponded  well  to  the  title-page,  until  I  came  to  pp.  223-S,  InclusiTe, 
vben  I  peeped  again,  but  could  not  discover  the  least  gleam  of  light,  and  therefore 
concluded  the  mask  was  tn  the  waj;  when  lol  Itnraed  to  m;  New  Testament,  and 
tooDd  that  light  which  is  concealed  by  a  veil  while  we  search  the  Old  for  New  Testa- 
ment ordinances.  Ay,  Baptist,  Baptist;  I  thought  yon  were  a  water-fowl  when  you 
referred  to  the  pages.  Welt,  be  it  so;  it  he  can  be  an  instrument  to  pick  op«n  your 
e;ea  a  little  wider,  I  hope  yon  will  have  no  objection  to  him  on  that  account.  You 
say,  "I  would  hate  no  man,  and  do  condemn  no  man  for  thinking  differently  in  this 
matter."  Now  it  you  mean  to  place  the  emphasis  on  thinking,  I  think  I  shall  not  fare 
well  for  joying  differently.  However,  as  you  have  made  very  free  with  the  Orazler, 
I  hope  I  may  with  the  Doctor,  upon  the  some  principle,  without  offense. 

You  say  that  you  have  no  doubt  that  infant-baptism  Is  attended  with  the  same 
blessing  that  iBfant-clrcnmcisioQ  was  formerly.  Both  the  ordinances  are  of  God's 
appointment,  etc.  Tilt  now,  I  find  you  producing  plain  Scripture  warrant  tor  the 
glorioos  doctrines  you  advance.  And  must  we  ontj/  rely  upon  the  Doctor's  bare  word 
tor  the  truth  of  this  lost  assertion?  What  shall  I  say,  then,  to  that  voice  I  hear  from 
Heaven,  "7Af«l«>nv  betoved  Son,  Asur  ye  him,"  and  that,  too,  in  the  presence  ot  Moses 
and  Elias?  Fray,  Doctor,  have  me  excused  till  you  point  me  to  the  page  where  this 
great  prophet  authorizes  you  to  say  this.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  dispensatory, 
hut  can  find  no  such  prescriptioa  between  the  lids  ot  It.  Yon  ask  why  Christian  chil- 
dren may  not  be  received  into  the  chnrcb's  fold  by  baptism,  as  were  the  Jewish  by 
circumcision.  Answer;  The  former  was  by  God's  special  appointment,  but  not  the 
latter.  Surely,  then,  wide  is  the  difference  in  their  case.  To  say  nothing  it  laid  to  /ot^ 
bid  them,  is  not  snfBcient  to  a  truly  Christian  Protestant  doctor ;  tor  it  it  Is  necessary, 
totidan  verbi*,  tor  the  Scripture  to  forbid  everything  practised  under  the  name  ot  Chris- 
tianity, which  Is,  notwithstanding,  contrary  to  the  true  genius  of  the  gospel,  it  would 
require  a  Bible  ten  times  as  large  as  Dr.  Gill's  Exposition  ot  it.  And  then  what  should 
we  fleld-preachers  and  the  recruiting  sergeants  ot  the  country  do?  But  pray.  Doctor, 
is  baptism  a  moral  precept,  or  an  institution  purely  positive?  If  the  tatter,  why  need 
we  wreck  and  torture  oar  brains  to  find  a  reason  tor  either  mode  or  subjects,  time  or 
place,  or  anything  further  than  what  the  New  Testament  simply  informs  us  concerning 
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it,  as  th«re  ia  tbe  odI;  pUce  wbere  we  should  look  tot  it?  Or  why  need  we  be  dl>- 
tresaed  how  Uttle  children  should  be  bronght  to  Chriat,  while  he  has  not  seen  St  to 
teach  OS  the  way  In  which  it  Bbould  be  done? 

In  the  next  paragrapb.  you  eay  that  cbildreo  dying  uabaptized  are  left  to  God'g 
nncoTeoaDted  mercy ;  and  what  that  is,  no  mortal  can  tell.  Bat  I  think  I  will  nndei- 
take  to  tell  what  it  is  when  the  Doctor  gives  me  a  satisfactory  account  bow  baptismal 
water,  tbrough  the  grace  of  Christ,  does  wash  away  the  gvill  of  origliial  or  blrth-sla  (so 
that  dying  before  they  can  discern  between  good  and  evil,  etc.,  they  will  be  asTsd), 
consistent  with  the  whole  tenor  of  the  rest  of  this  performance,  where  the  merits  of 
Christ,  applied  liy  the  Spirit  of  God,  alone  cleauseH  from  sin ;  especially  at  the  top  of 
page  223,  wbere  the  Doctor  asserts  the  right  to  pardon,  and  a  claim  to  eternal  life,  are 
wholly  treasured  up  in  Christ,  and  onty  are  attained  through  faith  In  him ;— I  say,  when 
the  Doctor  gives  a  solution  of  this  Gordlan  knot,  I  will  undertake  the  other  part  ptom- 
ised.  Will  the  Doctor  assart  that  Infants,  who  are  not  capable  of  discerning  betirecn 
good  and  evil,  are  capable  of  beileving  in  a  gospel  sense  1  It  not,  will  he  assett  <)iit 
they  win  be  xmtd  without  a  right  topard(m,  orany  claim  to  alcmol  Hfe,vihieh  an  btesHngi 
trtaaimd  vp  in  CKriitf  I  cannot  see  how  this  difficulty  can  be  solved,  without  recouns 
to  believing  by  proxy,  which  I  think  the  Doctor  will  not  recur  to,  lest  the  Grazier 
should  learn  the  trick,  and  get  the  curate  to  believe,  In  bis  stead,  that  he  might  (oUaw 
more  agreeable  business  and  yet  be  safe,  and  after  all  vanqolah  the  Doctor  with  hU 
own  weapon.  Bnt  If  there  is  so  much  eCBoacy  in  baptism.  It  Is  a  pity  everybody  should 
not  partake  of  It.  And  pray,  can  anybody  administer  It  that  pleases  7  or  must  he  be  a 
clergyman?  If  so,  alas  I  what  shall  our  poor  American  church-people  do?  For  since 
the  King's  naughty  ministers  undertook  to  enslave  the  colonies,  the  rebel  congresses, 
conventions,  committees,  etc.,  have  forbid  the  clergy  to  pray  for  the  King,  and  they  are 
so  sulky  that  they  will  neither  preach,  pray,  baptize,  nor  anything  else.'    And  now 

>  rerlups  Dr.  Hannlag  Is  too  sweepmg  m  his  remarks  touching  the  lo:raJt;  of  the  EpiKOpsl 
clergy.  It  Is  certain,  boweier.  that  tbere  was  am|ile  fonudatloa  for  such  remarks.  In  tbe  cbapKr 
or  ataplBs's  AniiBli  dBToted  to  ecclesiastical  history,  we  And  that  the  Rev.  John  Graves,  who  w»» 
the  rector  of  the  Episcopal  church  In  Providence  DUtil  July,  ins,  declined  to  officiate  after  ttut 
period,  because  he  conld  not  be  permitted  to  read  the  nsusl  and  ordinary  prayers  for  the  EJng, 
which  he  considered  himself  bound  ^>y  his  ordination  vows  to  ollsr.  The  church  wu  In  oon»e- 
quence  closed,  most  of  the  time,  dnrlng  the  ReTolatlon,  WrlCeis  like  Backus  have  termed  tbe 
War  of  the  American  Reiotullon  a  "  Church  war,"  or  In  other  words,  a  wir  carried  on  by  tliB 
church  party.  It  Is  certain  that  a  larfte  proportion  of  the  "  loyalists,"  or,  as  they  were  called  bf 
Washington  and  his  adheients,  "Tories,"  were  of  the  Episcopal  faith.  Thus,  while  the  whole 
nnmbei  of  regulsis  enlisted  tor  the  Conttoental  service  from  the  beginning  to  the  oloaeol  lbs 
struggle,  as  stated  by  Sabine,  In  his  'AUkerlcan  Legists,"  wu  231,9M,  Puritan  New  England 
equipped  and  maintained  above  ona-haU  of  this  number,  or  118,350.  Most  of  the  Episcopal  clergy, 
this  author  states,  "  not  only  espoused  the  cause  of  the  adverse  side,  but  abandoned  tbeir  Hocki 
and  the  country."  For  a  clear  account  of  the  relations  of  the  Chorch  of  England  to  tbe  Amerlcsn 
Colonies,  see  Thornton's  "  Pulpit  of  the  American  Revolution." 
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mast  the  poor  InfantB  who  mftf  happen  to  die  all  perish  throagh  their  obstinacy,  the 
wickedneaa  of  the  congreasei,  and  the  King's  ministers?  II  this  be  the  case,  I  hope 
the  Doctor's  patrlatlsm  will  tnrniHh  the  minority  with  a  new  argameiit,  to  nrge  at  the 
next  sitting  of  Parliament  the  repeal  of  the  laws,  and  which  mnst  be  very  lorcible,  for 
I  do  not  believe  that  ad  ministration  ever  Intended  to  kill  oui  sonls.  I  know  ploas 
Lord  Dartmonth  will  turn  al>ont ;  for  It  is  storied  in  America  that  he  was  very  aqneam* 
ish  when  they  determined  to  kill  only  their  bodies.  I  was  glad,  however,  to  And,  with 
the  Grazier,  you  were  not  "forgetting  Jesus  Christ  to  help  out  some  detects,"  in  which 
yon  pat  the  grace  of  Christ  together  with  "baptismal  water,— especially  as  a  man  of  a 
plain  unileratanding  might  conclude  the  former  quite  snfflctentof  Itself;  though  the 
Doctor  seems  to  have  given  baptismal  water  the  preference,  agreeable  to  tbe  Grazier's 
method  of  discharging  sinful  debts,  or  paying  a  decent  pari  of  the  shot  himself,  and 
leaving  Jesus  to  discharge  the  rest  ol  the  reckoning.  But  how  will  this  comport  with 
the  sentiment  advanced  in  page  1T6 :  "  It  mattera  not  at  all  whether  the  work  be  ritual 
or  moral,  while  we  seek  to  be  saved  by  it.  II  we  seek  at  all  to  be  saved  by  any  work 
ot  oar  own,  we  fall  from  gracn."  Pray,  Doctor,  is  not  baptism  as  much  a  work  as 
drcuiQciston  ? 

On  page  334  yon  quote  God's  declaration  to  Abraham,  long  before  Jesus  was  given, 
"  That  an  uncircnmcised  child  shall  be  cut  oiT  from  his  people ;  he  hath  broken  my  cove- 
nant" (Gen.  xvti.  16),  and  say  the  covenant  here  spoken  ot  la  not  the  Sinai  cnvenant, 
but  the  covenant  of  grace.  CircumctBlon  was  the  outward  sign  of  this  covenant  to 
Abraham,  as  baptism  is  to  us.  The  outward  rite  is  different,  but  the  covenant  the  same. 
This  I  compared  with  pp.  33, 144,  where  I  find  It  thus  written :  "  If  yon  deaire  benellt 
from  the  covenant  of  grace,  you  must  be  baptized,  and  if  yon  seek  advantage  from  tbe 
covenant  of  works,  you  must  be  circumcised.  A  rite  of  initiation  Is  appointed  to  both 
the  covenants,  and  you  cannot  enter  into  both  without  partaking  of  the  double  rite." 
In  a  covenant  of  works  a  man  must  work  for  life  by  his  own  will  and  power,"  etc.  "The 
tenor  of  this  covenant  is,  do  and  live,  transgress  and  die,"  etc.  "  In  the  covenant  of 
grace  all  things  are  purchased  for  us,  and  bestowed  upon  us  generously  and  freely. 
These  two  covenants  are  called  the  old  and  the  new;  no  more  are  noticed  in  Scripture ; 
and  a  ealtsble  law  respecting  both  is  mentioned, —  the  law  of  works  and  the  law  ot 
faith  (Rom.  lii.  37).  All  other  laws  are  cobwebs  of  a  human  brain,  such  as  the  law  of 
sincere  ob«dienue,  the  law  of  love,"  etc.  And  pray  why  not  the  law  of  infant  baptism  T 
Now  if  the  covenant  made  with  AbraliBm  was  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  circumcision 
was  the  aign  ot  it,  why  are  we  told  that  If  we  desire  benefit  from  the  covenant  ot  works 
we  moat  be  circumcised?  It  cannot  be  becauae  these  two  very  different  covenants  have 
tbe  same  rites  ot  initiation ;  because  the  Doctor  says  their  rites  are  different,  unless  the 
covenant  of  grace  In  Abraham's  days  is  a  covenant  ot  works  in  ours ;  for  there  are  but 
two  oovenAnts,theold  and  the  new,  noticed  in  the  Scriptures. 


,,Google 


306  BROWK  UMIVEBSITT  Chap.  VIII. 

But  I  will  leave  jrou  to  compare  these  pftsaagea  joatBoU,  without  farthsT  inBisting 
upon  their  IncoiuiiateDCf,  and  come  to  the  dernlei  reeort:  "That  no  h»nn  can  posslblf 
arise  tram  baptlsiiig  aa  Infant."  Stop,  Doctor,  stop ;  these  ezpressioDs  are  ver;  strong, 
—  I  tear  much  too  Htrong,  For  did  not  the  Doctor  Bay,  page  222,  "  That  much  people, 
who  are  strangers  to  the  work  ot  cegeneration,  anppoBO  the  new  birth  is  only  their  bap- 
tism, and  that  every  one  Is  bom  again  who  is  baptized?"  And  is  it  strange  tliefshoulil 
tUnk  so  when  they  hear  thanks  retuinsd  to  God  on  Its  perlormance,  that  it  ti  so  by  tbe 
doctor!  appointed  to  that  service  7  Surely,  to  lead  each  multitudes  into  error  in  such  sn 
Important  article  as  that  of  regeneration,  cannot  be  such  a  harmless  thing,  especial]}'  if 
we  believe  our  Saviour's  account  of  It  (John  ill.  3).  Besides,  it  makes  great  doctors  vod- 
ttadlct  themselves  when  they  write  or  talk  abont  the  covenants.  U I  were  one  of  those 
doctors,  I  should  think  this  was  some  harm.  But,  most  ot  all,  it  is  invading  the  kingljr 
office  of  the  great  Redeemer;  for  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  merits  of  saints  msy 
not  be  mingled  with  the  merits  of  Christ  to  save  the  Christian,  as  the  laws  or  ordl- 
naoces  of  men  with  those  of  GbrUt  to  rule  and  govern  It.  Shall  we,  like  Uzsab,  noi 
trust  the  Lord  toAoUy  with  his  ark,  but  must  have  a  meddling  finger?  I  forbear  to  recite 
the  following  part  of  your  sentence.  I  must  mention  one  more  evil  which  arises  from 
baptising  infants,  which  is  this;  The  practice  constrains  those  servants  of  God  who 
practice  it  often  to  wrest  and  explain  away  the  pl^n,  obvious  sense  of  Scripture  to  vin- 
dicate It;  especially  to  give  such  representations  ot  tbe  covenant  of  grace  as  mars  its 
glory,  and  encourages  the  opposers  of  the  glorious  doctrines  of  grace  in  rejecting  the 
pare  gospel  ot  Jesus  Christ.  This  has  often  grieved  my  heart,  and  In  no  case  more  than 
In  reading  your  book,  where  the  glorious  Redeemer  Is  exalted  in  his  office,  nature  and 
grace,  and  the  pride  of  man  stained,  until  you  get  hampered,  I  think  with  infant-bap- 
tism, which  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  are  able  to  prove  was  ever  the  mind  of  Christ. 
Upon  this  principle  I  concluded  to  address  to  you  a  line ;  not  under  the  notion  ot  a  dis- 
pensation, but  In  a  friendly  way  to  hint  at  what  I  thought  mistakes  In  your  performance. 

Vou  may  probably  esteem  me  rigid,  from  this  specimen,  and  greatly  attached  to 
externals ;  but  I  think  otherwise  of  myself.  I  tlilnk  I  love  the  followers  ot  the  Lamb, 
under  whatever  denomination  they  pass  amongst  men.  I  esteem  them  my  brethren, 
and  feel  disposed  to  make  all  proper  allowaaces  for  the  prejudices  tit  edacatlon,  and  the 
weaknesses  ot  human  nature,  kuonlng  that  I  myself  also  am  in  the  body,  and  pecul- 
iarly need  the  candor  ol  my  CUristlan  friends.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  benevolence 
of  my  Intentions  will  apologize  for  the  rudeness  of  my  manner.  I  shall  always  rejoice 
to  hear  that  dear  Mr.  Berrldge  is  alive  tor  God,  —  Is  held  as  a  star  In  the  right  hand  ot 
Jesus,  and  Is  honored  with  many  seals  ot  his  ministry,  even  though  he  shonld  continue 
to  think  and  practise  verj  different  from  myself  relative  to  the  mode  and  subjects  ot 
biptlsm;  though  I  sincerely  pray  that  yon  may  be  set  entirely  right  in  this  matter. 
And  blessed  be  God,  he  has  left  us  a  rule  which  Is  able  to  make  wise  unto  salvation 
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tbroagb  [aith  In  Jesus  Christ.  May  nil  our  doctrines  and  proctloes  b«  goventi  hj 
that;  andmay  the  Spirit  oltrntli  lead  us  Into  all  trDth,  and  ever  keep  ns  humble,  solely 
relying  oit  the  Lord  tor  those  supplies  ot  grace  and  help  which  we  always  need.  May 
the  Ood  ol  Blessing  bless  yon.    I  am,  reverend  and  dear  air. 

Your  friend  and  servant  In  the  Qospel, 

Jakbs  Manniho. 

On  Wednesday,  Sept.  3,  1777,  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  as 
appears  from  the  records,  met  in  the  new  Baptist  meeting-house,  and 
conferred  degrees  upon  seven  members  of  the  Senior  class,  who  had 
been  examined  the  day  previous,  in  accordance  with  the  following, 
which  we  take  from  the  Providence  Cfaxette.  There  was  no  Commence- 
ment :  — 

As  the  term  of  vacation  io  the  College  Is  now  expired,  the  stndents  are  hereby 
Intormed,  that.  In  the  present  state  of  public  affalTs,  the  prosecution  of  studies  here  Is 
utterly  Imptactlcable,  especially  while  this  continues  a  garrisoned  town.  It  Is  there- 
fore recomui  ended  to  them  to  prosecute  their  studies  elsewhere  tor  the  present,  to  the 
best  advantage  In  their  power.  The  Senior  class  are  desired  to  meet  at  the  College,  to 
pass  their  examination,  and  receive  their  degrees  at  the  usual  tine,  being  the  2d  day  ot 
September  next,  unless  the  College  should  be  called  together  sooner.  In  behalf  ot  the 
Corporation, 

Jahbs  Hamminq. 

Fbotideitcb,  May  16,  ITTT. 

There  was  no  further  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  until  May  5, 
1780,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  revive  the  instruction  of  the  College. 

The  years  following  the  breaking  up  of  the  College  were  seasons  of 
great  distress.  Many  families  left  the  town,  unable  to  obtun  a  sub* 
sistence.  The  records  of  the  church  show  that  members  of  influence 
and  property,  some  of  them  warm  personal  friends  of  Manning,  were 
really  objects  of  commiseration.  It  was  the  delight  of  the  Pastor,  in 
this  hour  of  trial,  when  members  of  his  Sock  were  scattered  by  tlie  war, 
and  the  influences  of  literature  seemed  paralyzed,  to  aid  the  needy,  and 
to  throw  the  sunshine  of  Christian  sympathy  around  the  path  of  the 
afllicted.  His  knowledge  of  the  world,  his  courtly  manners,  his  Chris* 
tlan  meekness,  combined  with  his  extraordinary  energy  of  character, 
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enabled  him  to  move  at  ease  in  every  class  of  society,  and  thus  to  pro- 
mote the  good  of  all.  The  following  instance  of  his  humane  dispoeition 
is  thus  related  by  Howland,  in  his  brief  memoir  of  Dr.  Manning,  pub- 
lished in  the  year  1815  in  the  Rhode  Itland Literary  Repository: — 

He  sDjoyed  the  coDfldeace  ot  the  G«neiral  commanding  In  this  department,  Md  in  one 
iQBtaiice  in  paitlcolar  had  all  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  heart  gratlQeci,  even  >t  tbe 
last  moment,  alter  earnest  entreaty,  by  obtaining  from  General  Sullivan  an  order  of 
reprieve  fur  three  men  of  ttte  regular  arm;  who  were  sentenced  to  death  by  that  Inex- 
orable tribunal,  a  uourt-ntartiat.  The  moment  he  obtained  the  order  revoking  tlie  sen- 
tence, he  mounted  Uls  Uotae  at  the  General's  door,  and,  by  pushing  him  to  his  utmoat 
speed,  arrived  at  the  ptace  o(  execution  at  the  instant  the  last  act  had  begnn  which  ws> 
to  precipitate  them  Into  eternity.  'With  a  voice  which  none  could  disobey,  he  com- 
manded the  execution  to  stay,  and  delivered  the  General's  order  to  the  officer  of  (be 
guard.  The  Joy  of  the  attending  crowd  seemed  greater  than  that  of  the  subjects  ol 
mercy ;  they  were  called  so  suddenly  to  life  from  the  last  verge  of  death,  they  did  not 
for  a  moment  leel  that  it  was  a  reality. 

In  the  same  memoir  Mr.  Rowland  thus  relates  the  historj-  of  an 
important  civil  function  which  was  confided  to  Dr.  Manning,  and  by  him 
most  skilfully  discharged :  — 

The  repeated  calls  of  the  militia,  while  the  enemy  remained  in  this  State  (Rhode 
Island),  operated  with  peculiar  severity.  In  some  districts  the  ground  could  not  b« 
planted,  and  In  others  the  harvest  was  not  reaped  In  aeoeon ;  the  osaal  abundance  of 
the  earth  tell  short,  and  he  who  had  the  beat  means  of  supply  frequently  had  to  divide 
his  store  with  a  suffering  neighbor.  In  addition  to  this,  laws  existed  In  several  Slatea 
prohibiting  the  transport  of  provisions  beyond  Che  State  boundary.  The  plea  for  these 
restrictions  was  that  there  was  danger  of  the  enemy  Iwing  supplied ;  but  the  real  cante 
was  to  retain  the  provisions  tor  the  purpose  of  furnishing  their  State's  quota  of  troops, 
as  the  war  was  generally  carried  on  by  the  energy  ot  the  governments  of  the  individnil 
State.''.  These  restrictions  came  with  double  weight  on  the  citizens  of  Khode  Island,  u 
a  great  part  of  the  State  was  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  the  remainder  waa  fllleil 
with  those  who  had  (led  from  the  Islands  and  the  coasts  for  safety.  These  restricCioaii 
and  prohibitions  were  variously  modified ;  but  under  all  their  variations,  which  referred 
chiefly  to  the  mode  ot  executing  the  law,  the  grievance  was  the  same.  The  Oovemar 
and  council  of  war  of  Rhode  Island,  wishing  to  give  their  language  of  remonstrance  * 
power  of  impression  which  paper  could  not  be  made  to  convey,  commissioned  Dr.  Hsn- 
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nlngto  repair  to  Connectlcat,  and  represent,  persoiutllT'i  to  tbegOTerDineiit  of  tbUHtsta 
«ar  pecoliar  sltuatloii,  and  to  conter  witb  and  propose  to  them  a  different  mode  of  pro- 
cedure. The  Doctor  In  this  embaMj  obtained  all  that  lie  dMlred ;  the  restrictionB  were 
removed,  and,  In  addition  to  this,  on  his  representation  ol  the  circnmBtances  of  the  refu- 
gees from  the  Islands,  contTlbutlons,  In  monej'  or  proTielons,  were  made  in  nearly  all  the 
parishes  in  the  interior  o(  Connecticut,  and  forwarded  for  their  relief. 

Arnold,  under  date  of  Jan.  21,  1779,  thus  writes  concerning  this 
period:  — 

The  deplorable  condition  of  the  State  was  represented  In  a  touching  letter  from 
Governor  Greene  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut:  "  The  most  obdurate  heart  would 
relent  to  see  old  age  and  childhood,  from  comfortable  circumstances,  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  begKlng  tor  a  morsel  of  bread."  Two  thonsand  persons  driven  from  the 
Island  of  Rhode  Island  were  scattered  about,  homeless  and  penniless  through  the 
State,  but  chiefly  in  Providence,  dependent  upon  public  or  private  charity.  Deputy 
Governor  Bowen  and  Dr.  Manning  were  sent  to  represent  the  case  to  the  Assembly  of 
Connecticut  and  obtain  leave  to  purchase  grain  In  their  behsK.  A  memorial  to  Con- 
gress was  also  prepared.  The  response  to  both  of  these  appeals  was  noble.  Connectt- 
cat  allowed  seven  thousand  bushels  of  grain  to  be  exported  to  Rhode  Island,  and 
donations  were  secured  in  that  State  amounting  to  Ave  hundred  bushels  of  grain  and 
£4,300  in  money. 

The  following  letter  to  Mobcs  Brown  will  be  found  Bpecially  intei^ 
eating.  It  belongs  to  the  Rhode  Island  Hbtorical  Society,  which  has 
kindly  permitted  ua  to  copy  it  for  the  present  work :  — 

PaoTiDBNCK,  March  26,  ITTll. 
Bebpbctkd  Fbiemd: 

The  distress  of  the  poor  In  this  town  for  want  of  bread  ts  so  great,  that  unless  some 
speedy  provision  can  be  made,  I  fear  many  mnst  suRer  extremely,  if  not  perish.  Upon 
looking  into  tbe  matter  I  can  see  but  one  way  to  prevent  it ;  and  that  is  that  those  who 
have  any  more  then  for  a  present  supply  for  their  families  should  lend  it  to  Capt.  Peleg 
Clarke,  to  be  immediately  distributed,  and  to  repay  it  on  tbe  arrival  of  tlie  grain  from 
Connectleut,  which  the  depths  of  tbe  roads  prevent  being  btongbt  until  better  weather. 
Clarke  says  be  will  do  this,  as  soon  as  in  his  power.  But  all  agree  that  unless  twenty 
bnshels  can  be  got,  such  a  distribution  will  be  impracticable,  so  great  is  the  number  in 
distress.  I  have  got  ready  Sve  bushels  of  Indian  com,  of  Arthur  Fenner,  two  bushels 
of  rye ;  and  if  you  can  do  anything  Id  this  way,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  com- 
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o  Captain  Clarke  a»  soon  as  ma;  b«.  It  would  be  beM  to  have  the  whole 
ground,  and  diatribntad  at  tbe  Market  Eonae.  J  know  I  need  uae  no  argnmeDt«,  bat 
onl;  recite  the  facta  to  a  benevolent  mind. 

JaMKO  HA8NIS0. 

In  this  connection  we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  another  anecdote 
of  Manning,  as  an  illuetration  of  his  readiness  to  use  every  opportunity 
to  benefit  the  souls  of  his  fellow-men.  We  find  it  in  Stone's  Life  and 
Recollections  of  Howland.  In  May,  1780,  occurred  "the  dark  day," 
so  often  referred  to  by  the  chroniclers  of  that  period.'  At  noon  all 
ordinary  business  was  suspended.  Fowls  sought  their  roosts,  cattle 
retired  as  at  night,  and  men  stood  appalled  at  the  dread  appearances. 
"I  went,"  says  Howland,  "into  the  street,  where  many  persons  were 
assembled,  and  among  others  Dr.  Manning.  A  powerful  man,  but 
profligate,  advanced  up  to  ihe  President,  and  said,  '  How  do  yon 
account  for  this  darkness,  sir  7  what  does  it  mean  7'  Tlie  President, 
with  great  solemnity  of  manner,  replied,  'I  consider  it,  sir,  as  a  pre- 
lude to  that  great  and  important  day  when  the  final  consummation  of 
all  things  is  to  take  place.'  " 

A  letter  which  we  find  addressed  to  his  friend  and  former  pupil  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Uatick,  now  in  Ashford,  Connecticut,  shows  that  the 
College  was  uppermost  in  all  his  thoughts  and  plans,  even  thou^  the 
fortunes  of  war  had  suspended  its  public  exercises:  — 

Pbotidkhcb,  Not.  17,1778. 
Dear  8ib: 

I  am  told  that  Mr.  Eetl;  has  entirely  quitted  Pomfret,  to  tbeir  great  diaappotnbnent. 
There  was  a  large  gathering  of  people  attended,  and  the  prospect  woe  enooaraging  of 
great  good  to  be  done  there.  In  a  letter  to  Brother  Thnrber,  I  mentianed  the  proba- 
bility at  your  supplying  them,  at  least  tor  the  preBenl,  and  perhaps  ol  settling  atnongit 
them  tor  lite,  it  you  and  they  are  blessed  together.  Should  that  be  the  case,  it  would 
be  a  good  place  tor  a  Latin  school,  a  nnriiery  for  the  College,  which  I  wish  y^u  Imme- 
diately to  engage  in,  and  endeavor  to  influeoce  as  many  as  you  can  ot  our  people  to 
educate  their  children.    The  present  state  ot  the  Baptist  society  in  New  England 
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must  convince  ns  all  ot  the  importaiice  of  having  men  of  education  in  all  pans  of  tbe 
country.  I  am  very  aotij  that  I  did  not  think  to  mention  something  of  this  to  the 
Association:  but  I  have  written  and  am  about  writing  to  all  our  mlnlsteTs  capable  of 
teaching  Latin,  to  immediately  engage  tn  the  business.  I  hope,  from  present  appear- 
ances, that  college  otden  may  lie  again  revived  next  spring.  I  think  joa  onght  at  least 
to  visit  Pomfret  and  help  them  under  their  present  disappointment,  as  I  understand 
yoD  do  not  preach  statedly  at  Aahford.  and  that  you  are  nearly  convinced  that  it  nili 
not  be  best  for  you  to  settle  at  that  place.  With  respects  to  yon  and  yours, 
I  remain,  etc., 

jAuas  HAirviNa. 

A  letter  from  Judge  Howell,  resigning  his  place  as  Professor  of 
Philosophy  in  the  College,  may  fitly  close  this  chapter :  — 

Pbovidehci,  March  It.  1TT9. 

Bin:  —Having  been  Impressed  with  a  just  sense  o(  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  in 
my  appointment  to  the  place  of  Professor  of  Philosophy  In  Ehode  Island  College,  It 
becomes  me,  with  much  freedom  and  sincerity,  to  acknowledge  it. 

I  have  ever  admired  the  liberal  and  catholic  plan  of  this  College,  and  esteemed  it 
worthy  of  the  State  that  gave  it  birth  and  patronage,  which  has  induced  me  for  many 
years  assiduously  and  cheerfully  to  contribute  towards  establishing  it  on  a  footing, 
with  respeut  to  credit  and  finances,  which  mlgbt  entitle  it  to  more  able  teachers.  That 
our  young  Seminary  had  well-nigh  attained  this  state  of  maturity,  all  circumstances 
conspired  to  afford  ns  the  most  flattering  prospect,  beforeithe  commencement  ol  the 
present  war. 

Although  experimental  philosophy  was  the  direct  object  ot  my  profession,  yet 
other  branches  of  learning  were  devolved  upon  me.  How  far  my  honest  endeavors  to 
Initiate  my  pupils  in  the  rudiments  o(  classical  learning,  and  Instill  into  their  minds 
the  elementary  principles  of  law,  the  parent  ot  science,  and  my  favorite  theme,  have 
been  attended  with  success,  and  answered  the  good  purposes  of  my  appointment.  Is 
■nbmitted  to  yont  honor,  the  Corporation,  the  sons  ot  the  College,  and  the  public  to 
determine. 

Having  at  length  given  over  all  hopes  ol  a  revival  ot  classical  instruction  in  this 
College  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  not  feeling  disposed  so  tar  to  take 
advantage  of  public  munificence  as  to  continue  to  avail  myself  of  the  emolnmenta  of 
on  olBce  without  discharging  its  duties,  I  have  thought  fit,  not  without  weighty  delib- 
«ratton,  to  resign  the  professorship. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

David  How  ill. 

Chancellor  Eopklna. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

JOVRNET    TO    PHILADELPHIA. 

April  29  — Sbpt.  29, 1T79. 

Diiitreiaed  conditioD  ot  the  people  of  Rhoile  Ixland  in  ITTO^  Probable  reasons  lor  > 
joaroe;  to  Phlladelpbla  —  Diary  or  Journal — ^Mannlng  aeu  out  from  Providence 
Thursday,  April  29— Sunday,  May  2,  preaches  at  Mr.  James  Thurber's  in  the  tore- 
noon,  and  at  Mt.  Thompson'n  in  iha  altarnoon  —  Thursday,  May  6,  Continental  Fa»l 

—  Preaches  in  the  afternoon  tor  Rev.  Dr.  Nathan  Strong,  of  UartFord  —  Saturday. 
May  8,  preaches  to  Seventh-day  Baptists  In  ParmlnKton  — DescripUon  o(  the  country 

—  Sunday,  May  0,  preaches  lor  Rev.  Jndah  Champion,  pastor  ol  the  ConKregationBl 
church  In  Lltchfleld—  Monday,  crosses  chains  ot  tremendous  monntains—  Tuesday, 
May  II,  preaches  In  the  evening  at  Mr.  Waldo's  —  Wednesday,  12,  crosses  Contloea- 
tal  Ferry  — Thursday,  13,  reaches  the  family  of  his  brother- in-law.  Rev.  John  Gano 

—  Sunday,  IG,  preaches  twice  tor  Rev,  Mr.  Randall's  people  —  Tuesday,  IM,  assists  his 
nephews  In  planting— Sunday,  23,  preaches  again  tor  Mr.  Randall  at  Warwiolc  — 
Monday,  24,  sets  out  tor  the  Jerseys  —  Keiches  Mrs.  Manning's  home  in  the  evening 

—  May  2T,  visits  Elizabethtown —  Sunday,  30,  preaches  at  the  Scotch  Plains  Church 

—  Meeting  interrupted  by  the  march  ot  the  American  forces — Sunday,  June  d, 
preaches  with  Mr.  Stelie.toalarge  audience  — Saturday,  12,  preaches  at  the  Scotch 
Plains  Church  —  Sunday,  13,  preaches  again  and  administers  communion  —  Sunday, 
20,  preaches  at  Lion's  Farms  —Monday,  June  21.  sets  out  tor  Philadelphia  —  In  the 
eveniug  preaches  at  Samnel  Randolph's  —  June  21,  visits  Dr.  Vanktrk,  and  preaches 
In  the  evening  — Visits  John  Hart,  Esq.,  signer  ot  the  Declaration  ol  Independence 

—  Accounts  of  Grain  and  Indian  Corn  — June  27,  tarries  with  Rev.  William  Van 
Horn  at  Southampton,  and  preaches  —  Fruit  in  this  neighborhood  cut  off  by  the 
frost  — Cropsflne— Monday,  June  28,  reaches  Pennepek.and  tarries  with  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Jones  Are  days  — Sketch  of  Dr.  Jones- July  2,  Manning  arrives  at  Phila- 
delphia-Puts  up  at  William  Goforth's— Calls  on  Samuel  Davis,  William  Rogen, 
Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Westcot.  Dr.  Rush,  Mr.  Moulders,  Mr.  Hart,  and  Robert  S.  Jones 
-Financial  embarrassments  ot  the  country —  Mr.  Joseph  Hart  ol  the  Executive 
Council  spends  the  evening  at  his  lodgings  — July  3,  breakfasts  with  Dr.  Bush  — 
Inqnlres  ot  Mr.  Collins,  a  member  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  money  question  — 
Dines  at  Mr.  Redwood's  with  Hon.  William  Ellery  —  Sunday,  July  4,  preaches  twice 

—  General  Spencer,  a  member  ot  Congress,  spends  the  evening  with  him- Monday, 
July  fi,  importuned  by  a  Committee  ot  the  First  Baptist  Church  to  tarry  with  them  a 
long  time  —  Sets  out  in  the  afternoon  tor  Dr,  Jones's  — July  7,  seta  out  tor  Borden- 
town—  July  9,  preaches  in  the  evening  — July  ll.preachesat  Cranberry- Sick  with 
dIarrhtBB—  July  13,  preached  at  the  Baptist  meeting—  July  16,  seta  out  tor  Plscata- 
way  — Mrs.  Manning  111  — Jnly  II,  preaches  at  Sabbatarian  meeting  — July  IS, 
preaches  tor  Mr.  Stelle  twice  — July  19,  returns  to  the  Farms  — Report  concerning 
Qeneral  Wayne  and  Stony  Point  — July  23,  setaout  for  Hopewell  — July  3S,  preaches 
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twice  and  •dminiaMTS  the  commanton  —  Jnlf  26,  preaches  in  the  afternoon  — July  37, 
dines  at  John  Han's,  Newtown— July  39,  sets  ont  again  for  PhlUdelpbla  — Jul^ao, 
visits  In  town -~  Sees  the  prisoners  taken  at  Stony  Poloi— Aug.  1,  preaches  twice — 
Letters  from  friends  —  Aug.  fi,  call  fromBev.  Morgan  Bdwards —  Aug.  T,  visits  Capt. 
Falkner,  in  company  with  Edwards —  Ang.  8,  preaches  in  town  three  times  —  Aug. 
10,  visits  Col.  Miles,  in  company  with  Edwards  and  Jones —  Description  of  his 
conn  try-seat— Weather — Crops — Aug.  14,  preaches  In  the  evening  — Aug.  16,preacbes 
twice,  and  attends  funeral  of  a  child  —  Ang.  16,  sets  out  for  Mr.  Jones's  at  Psnnepek 

—  Finds  Mr.  Edwards  there- Aug.  IT,  sets  out  for  the  Jencys—  Visits  hiii  family 
and  friends  — Sept.  B,  sets  oat  tor  Providence— Sept.  11,  reaubes  the  home  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Oano,  and  next  day  preaches  twice  at  Warwick  —  Sept.  H;  meets 
Lieut.  Hohbel  on  the  rood,  who  bad  come  from  Newbnrgh  with  an  invitation  Irom 
WostPoint— Sept.  16,  goes  down  to  West  Point  by  water  in  Lieut.  Hobbel's  l>oat  — 
Description  of  the  Fort  and  Grounds-  Introduced  to  Surgeon  McDugal  —Dines  at 
General  Greene's  quarters  with  his  family — Islntrodnced  to  Qeneral  Washington, 
General  Knoi,  Baron  Steuben,  the  French  Am hussador,  andotheis—  Returns  up  the 
river -Sept.  IT,  sets  ont  from  the  Continental  Ferry  — Journey  through  Connecticut 

—  Description  of  the  country — Character  of  the  inhabitants  —  Manner  of  condncting 
town  meetings  —  Itavages  of  the  war  — Reaches  home,  Sept.  29. 

The  previous  chapter  presents  a  vivid  idea  of  the  general  privation 
and  suffering  among  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island,  and  especially  of 
Providence,  during  the  year  1779.  For  nearly  two  years  Narragansett 
Bay  and  all  the  island  towns,  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  Stat«,  had  heen 
in  possession  of  the  enemy.  External  trade  was  almost  entirely  sii8> 
pended,  and  the  people  were  unable  to  procure  any  adequate  supply  of 
the  necessaries  of  hfe.  Nearly  eveiy  able-bodied  man  was  in  service, 
either  in  the  State  militia  or  the  Continental  army,  and  even  the  negroes 
and  Indian  slaves  were  enlisted  as  soldiers.  The  price  of  labor  and  of 
all  articles  of  merchandise  was  fixed  by  legislative  dpcree.  The  taxes 
imposed  by  the  State  were  enormous ;  amounting  this  year  to  jE495,000, 
and  in  the  year  following  to  four  times  this  sum.  Paper  money,  which 
had  greatly  depreciated  in  value,  was  made  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts ;  and  so  easily  was  it  counterfeited,  that  not  even  the  Secretary 
of  State  could  distinguish  the  genuine  from  the  spurious.  In  addition 
to  all  this,  the  national  cause  had  encountered  reverses,  Congress  was 
reduced  to  a  very  low  ebb,  the  ablest  members  having  left  it,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  independence  and  peace  was  overcast  with  shadows  and  doubts. 
It  was  in  reference,  perhaps,  to  this  alarming  state  of  the  currency  of 
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the  country,  and  in  the  hope  of  further  aiding  by  counsel  or  otiienriBe 
hifi  distressed  fellow-townsmen,  that  Dr.  Manning  set  out  on  a  journey 
to  Philadelphia,  visiting  on  his  way  his  relatives  in  New  York  and  New 
Jersey.  In  company  with  his  wife,  he  left  Providence  on  the  29th  of 
April,  returning  on  the  29th  of  September.  He  was  thus  aheent  just 
five  months,  having  passed  through  the  States  of  Rhode  Island,  Connec- 
ticut, New  York,  New  Jeraey,  and  Pennsylvania.  The  following  diary 
or  journal  was  kept  by  him  as  they  travelled  from  day  to  day.  It 
abounds  in  historical  incidents  and  allusions,  and  presents  an  excellent 
df^uerreotype  view  of  the  author's  private  life.  As  an  illustratjon  of 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  of  the  general  condition  of  society,  it  is 
an  exceedingly  valuable  document.  We  have  therefore  devoted  to  it  an 
entire  chapter,  illustrating  it  with  such  notes  as  seemed  desirable  for  the 
better  understanding  of  the  t«xt.  As  an  evidence  of  Dr.  Manning's 
popularity  as  a  preacher,  and  of  his  love  for  this  kind  of  work,  it  may 
be  added  that  his  services  were  called  into  requisition  forty-eight  times 
during  his  journey  to  Philadelphia  and  the  Jeneys.  He  preached  in 
meeting-houses  of  different  denominations,  in  private  dwellings,  and 
«ven  in  stores  and  places  of  business,  as  the  reader  will  observe. 

HAjmiMo's  JoDBNAb. 

Set  oat  from  Providence,  Thursday,  20th  of  April,  at  six  o'clock  r.  h.  Beached  Cal. 
Abraham  Wlnaor'a  In  the  evening;  began  to  ratn;  were  hogpitably  entertained;  ten 
milei.  Friday  morning,  Xith.  A  oold  DOttheaat  atorm ;  broke  away  at  B  o'clock  a.  ■., 
tut  remained  showsrj  and  very  blustering.  Travelled  to  Mr.  John  Brown's  tarnt  at 
Chepacbet,  sii  mites.'  Retreahed  ourselves  and  hone,  and  proceeded  to  Capt.  Corliss's, 
Kiliingly,  twelve  miles.  The  roads  extremely  bod.  Spent  the  afternoon  and  evening, 
and  the  next  forenoon  of  Uay  1,  in  visiting  them  and  Hr.  Jones's  family.  Set  oat 
after  dinner  and  visited  Qov.  Sessions,  who  has  a  most  excellent  farm  in  good  ordsr. 
After  tea  travelled  to  Hr.  Benjamin  Thurber'a  in  Fomfret,  six  miles.  The  roods  batter; 
tarried  over  Lord's  Day. 

Sunday,  May  2.  Preached  at  Mr.  James  Thurber'a,  three  mllea  bock,  in  the  morning, 
and  at  Mr.  Thompaon's  in  the  afternoon.  Preached  a  lecture  at  Hr.  B.  Thnrber'a  >l 
five  o'clock ;  the  house  crowded  and  the  audience  very  attentive  and  affected.  Viiited 
Paul  Tew,  Esq.,  at  Woodstock,  Monday,  Hay  3,  a.  k.,  and  p.  x.  Mr.  Gaboon's  lamiiy, 
and  dined  \  alao  Mr.  Lee's,  Thompson's,  B.  Llndaey'a,  and  Esquire  Frink's.    Borrowed 
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Mr.  LiDdser'B  tmnk ;  left  onis,  b  Jacket,  pattern  for  breecheB,  white  gown,  black  wool 
hat,  Hart's  Hymns,  and  some  valuable  papeia,  In  Ui.  Thurbar's  core,  Set  out  Tuesday 
momiDg,  Hay  4,  and  visited  Col.  Nightingale,  three  miles.  Spent  the  foTenooii  and 
dtned.  He  lives  most  elegantly ;  has  a  grand  farm ;  entertained  ua  hospitably.  Then 
proceeded  to  Mr.  Jeremiah  Brown'a,  two  and  one  hall  miles;  ascended  a  tremendous- 
hill,  refreshed,  and  proceeded  two  and  one  half  miles  to  Capt.  Bowles's,  Aahtord. 
Tarried  all  night,  well  entertained,  and  set  out  on  the  morning  of  the  Bth,  Travelled 
six  miles  to  Stephen  Snow's,  refreshed,  and  then  reached  Mr.  Boblnson'a,  a  pious 
B»ptist  gentleman,  who  liida  fair  to  be  useful  In  the  ministry,  In  Manafleld,  passing 
through  a  corner  of  WllUngton ;  six  miles.  Were  received  with  great  kindness ;  dined. 
Set  out  and  reached  an  inn  in  Coventry,  seven  miles.  Fed  the  horse,  and  travelled 
fifteen  miles  through  Bolton  Into  East  Hartford,  to  the  widow  of  Capt.  Bidwell,  a  plons 
Baptist  lady,  and  a  good  liver.  Were  kindly  entertained,  tarried  all  night,  and  went 
on  for  Hartford.  Three  miles  to  meeting,  it  being  Thursday,  the  6th  of  May,  the  Con- 
tinental Fast;  but  a  severe  northwest  wind  prevented  our  crossing  the  terry  for  several 
hours.  Passed  at  length,  and  put  up  at  Bull's  Tavern,  opposite  the  town  house ;  were 
unknown  to  them.  In  the  afternoon  went  to  Hr.  Strong's'  meeting,  who  insisted  that 
I  should  preach,  which  I  did  to  a  very  large  and  attentive  audience.    After  service 

Hr.  Strong  took  us  to  hia  house  to  lodge,  and  entertained  us  like  a  Mend,  and  Capt. 

took  our  horse  from  the  tavern  and  kept  It  well ;  both  Inaiatlng  that  we  should  call  on 
them  again  on  our  way  bock,  as  did  Hr.  Smith.  Till  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of 
Hartford  the  way  Is  in  general  mountainons  and  rocky,  but  the  people  live  well  by 
their  industry,  of  which  there  are  striking  IndloatlDoa.  The  season  at  Hartford  appears 
nearly  or  quite  a  fortnight  earlier  than  at  Providence.  Except  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday,  the  weather  very  blustering  and  cold,  but  no  frost.  The  winter  grain  looks 
exceedingly  promising,  and  a  vast  qnantlty  of  anmmer  groin  is  put  In ;  abundance  of 
land  prepared  tor  Indian  corn ;  the  fruit  not  Injured  by  frosts.  Fridajf  morning.  May  T. 
Set  ont  for  Formlngton;  reached  Hr,  Joseph  'Woodruff's,  ten  miles,  and  tarried  to 
dinner;  kindly  entertained;  then  proceeded  to  a  settlement  of  Seventh-da;  Baptist* 
in  the  northwest  port  of  Parminglon,  ten  miles.  Tarried  at  Hr.  Covey's,  where  we 
were  kindly  treated,  and  preaohed  Saturday,  the  8th  inst.,  to  their  society,  to  great 
acceptance;  after  passing  the  meadows  four  miles,  the  road  rough,  and  an  exceeding 
high  mount  of  dltflcnlt  ascent.  The  weather  cold,  and  froat  at  night.  The  fruit  here 
killed.    After  meeting  proceeded  through  Farmington;  oatedat  Mr.  Baldwin's  tavern, 

>  me  Kev.  Dr.  Ifattun  Btrong,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Ctaurch.  He  sradaated  at 
Tale  CollBge  In  ]TW,  with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class.  He  was  ■  remu-kable  man  In  bla  day, 
aad  exerted  among  his  awn  denomlutlDn.  eapeclally,  a  very  important  Inflnence.  He  orlglnUed 
the  "  Canneetlcut  Evangelical  Hagacine,"  and  In  the  organlBtton  of  the  '■  Coonectlcnt  Mlnlonary 
Boclety"  bad  a  pritnai?  agency.    He  died  In  ISlS,  in  the  sliCy-ninth  year  of  bis  ige. 
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and  rsached  Hi.  Phillpa's  tavern  M  Lttehfleld  U  aundowa.  The  whole  of  this  «■; 
exceedlni;  mountaiDOoa  and  Tongh,  but  the  land  fertile  and  well  Improved ;  Sne  flsld* 
of  grain  and  good  buildings  all  the  way.  The  people  here  live  exceeding  well.  One 
tedious  mountain  two  and  one  halt  miles  from  Litchfield;  the  day  warm ;  the  dlBlano* 
thirteen  miles.  This  town  is  situated  on  a  cold  hill,  the  water  bad,  and  tbe  scauin 
neai  a  fortnight  Iwckward  of  Hartford.  Qood  lodgings  and  enteitalnment  at  the 
tavern ;  the  landlady  very  agreeable. 

Staidav,  lUA.  Was  w^ted  on  by  Ht.  Champion,'  tbe  Congregationalist  minister, 
whom  I  found  to  be  a  worthy,  friendly  man,  and  a  good  preacher.  He  invited  me  to 
preach,  which  I  did  In  the  afternoon,  to  a  large  audience,  with  great  freedom  >nd  to 
good  accepiancs.  The  people  aolenin  and  attentive.  After  meeting  called  on  Lawyer 
Beeve,  wbo  lives  here.  Dined  with  Mr.  Champion ;  lodged  with  D^.  Smith ;  an  agres- 
able,  genteel  family.  Monday,  lOA.  Bet  off  at  8  o'clock,  accompanied  three  and  ana 
halt  miles  by  Mr.  Champion,  whose  company  was  very  agreeable.  He  Insisted  that 
it  we  ever  came  that  way  again  we  sbonld  make  his  bouse  our  home,  as  did  Dr.  Smith 
end  Mr,  Reeve.  The  load  good  this  distance,  bnt  soon  becomes  exceeding  rongh, 
especially  Mount  Tom,  a  tremendous  precipice  near  a  mils  long ;  at  six  or  seven  miles 
after  this  better  to  Bawmsgln  Iron  Works,  In  Washington,  eleven  miles  from  Litch- 
fletd;  Landlord  Morgan's,  After  dinner  set  out  to  Bull's  Iron  Worka,  in  Kent,  ten 
miles,  stopping  to  oat  at  Tlrril'e  tavern,  halt  way.  Here  we  crossed'  successive  chains 
of  tbe  most  tremendous  mountains  I  ever  attempted  to  travel  over,  and  which  It  wss 
jnst  possible  to  ascend.  The  whole  distance  over  there  is  but  a  barren  coantry,  and 
tbe  season  very  backward,  until  we  oome  to  the  Works,  where  the  soli  and  climate 
seem  very  different,  as  the  seasdn  Is  much  earlier.  Refreshed  at  Landlord  Beach's,  a 
pretty  good  house ;  set  off  and  arrived  at  Col.  Morehouse's,  four  tulles,  in  the  evening. 
Had  good  entertainment  and  bed.  Tbe  last  stage  a  Sne  country,  well  improved,  good 
buildings,  and  a  good  road.  Passed  Mr.  Waldo's  meeting-house,  one  bait  mile.  Tlili 
part  of  the  country  greatly  divided  in  politics ;  the  Tories  have  done  great  damage  bj 
robbing,  etc.,  in  this  neighborhood.  The  York  line  one-bait  mile  this  side  ot  Bull's 
Iron  Works.  Through  the  mountains  observed  the  grasshoppers  as  in  summer.  The 
country  here  tnll  ot  good  wheat  flelda,  and  also  their  first  great  preparations  for  a 
summer  crop.  Tvetday,  May  11.  Came  to  Mr.  Waldo's,  two  mllfls ;  out  ot  the  road  one 
halt  mile.  Being  both  unwell  and  greatly  fatigued,  and  our  horse  also,  by  yesterday's 
Journey,  concluded  to  tarry  all  day  and  night.  This  Is  la  Dutchess  County,  Pawling's 
Precinct.    Between  this  and  Bull's  Works  passed  a  considerable  river,  along  the  banks 

t  Bev.  Judah  ChamploD.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  In  ITSl;  was  ordained  pastorof  tbe 
ebarcb  in  Litchfield,  July  4th.  ITU;  died  In  IslO.  He  preached  tbs  Connecticut  Election  Semsa 
in  i;m,  wblcb  was  published. 
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of  whlcb  Bd«  kDd  pleuftDt.  Had  good  lodgings.  Mr.  Waldo  bM  k  good  tract  of  land, 
two  hundred  acroi,  patent  land,  the  lease  for  tbtee  lives.  At  night  preached  at  hU 
hoase,  from  2d  Cor.  iv.  IT.  The  state  of  Tellgion  remarkably  cold,  and  tb«  congregation 
much  divided  In  politics.  WedTieidaf,  12tA.  Bet  out,  after  beli^  verj  bospitablr  enter- 
tained, and  crossed  a  tedious  and  long  mountain,  (wo  miles,  before  we  fally  got  up; 
the  descent  easf  and  the  road  fine  to  the  westward ;  the  conntrf  full  ol  good  wheat 
Selds.  To  Capt.  Storm's,  thirteen  miles.  Here  a  genteel  tavern  and  good  entertain- 
ment. The  mllltla  assembled  to  send  every  twelfth  man  to  the  frontiers  against  the 
Indians.  Travelled  Sve  miles  to  Capt.  OrlfBn's ;  fed  m7  horse,  and  then  Ave  miles  to 
Flshklll,  and  fed  again.  This  but  a  small  village,  the  balldlngs  poor,  and  much 
tnjnred  by  the  troope.  The  whole  of  the  road  from  Capt.  Storm's  remarkably  fine,  and 
the  country  good  and  well  cultivated,  especially  with  wheat.  From  hence  to  the  Con- 
tinental Ferry  the  road  and  country  not  equally  good  as  before.  No  horse-keeping  at 
the  Perry.  No  wind,  and  the  tide  unfavorable.  Two  hands  rowed  over,  and  were 
rowlngantll  qnite  dark;  rained  steadily;  this  had  been  threatened  all  day  by  small 
sprinklings.  Had  a  pleasant  day  tor  travelling;  but  now  we  are  landed,  In  a  dark 
rainy  night,  on  a  strange  shore,  and  no  tavern  that  had  horse-keeping.  With  mnch 
dilHcalty  found  Col.  Hanshrook's,  but  the  kitchen  people  were  In  bed ;  were  taken  in, 
had  good  entertainment,  horse-keeping,  and  a  good  bed.  Thiovday,  13M.  Hose,  but  a 
storm  from  the  northeast  and  a  beavy  rain  determined  us  to  tarry  all  day.  The  family 
very  agreeable  — high  Whig*,  and  wealthy.  Friday,  14(A.  Cleared  away  in  the  room- 
ing ;  set  out  at  eight  o'clock,  and  passed  through  New  Windsor,  a  small  village,  under 
a  disagreeable  hill.  The  road  bad  here,  a*  It  U  seven  miles,  to  Mr.  Cross's.  Stopped 
and  rested,  but  he  not  at  home.  From  thence  to  Mr.  Owen's,  who  married  Lizzy 
Bnrden.  six  miles.  There  dined.  Froto  thence  travelled  seven  miles,  and  at  the 
tavern  gave  six  shillings  lawful  money  tor  two  quarts  of  oats.  From  thence  reached 
Mr.  Oano'a,'  five  miles,  a  little  before  nlgbt.  Be  lives  In  a  small  log  house,  on  a  good 
farm,  belonging  to  a  refugee  Tory,  but  much  out  of  repair.  I^rge  quantities  of  wheat 
and  rye  on  the  ground  along  this  road,  whlcb  look  tolerably  well,  but  all  the  fruit 
killed  by  thefroat  In  April.  The  cherry  trees  are  ag^n  coming  out  In  blossoms,  though 
not  tall.  Think  there  will  be  no  fruit  tor  twenty  miles  east  ot  the  river.  Tarried  Sat- 
urday. l.<Hh. 

Swndag,  16tA.  Preached  twice  tor  Mr.  Randall's  people.  A  handsome  congregation 
ont,  and  very  attentive.  Monday,  nth,  Visited  Bsqulre  Burl,  a  good  liver  and  genteel 
people.    Tuetday,  ISIA.    Assisted  the  boys  In  planting,  and  dunging  their  farm ;  the 

■  Bev.  John  Qsno,  bis  broCber-ln-Uw,  psttor  ot  tbe  First  Baptise  Church  In  New  York,  but  now 
•ogased  as  chaplain  In  the  army.  HI*  family  resided  here  probably  ontll  tbe  cloee  ot  the  war.  In 
the  smnmer  ot  ITTfl  the  British  loolc  posMHlon  of  Ksw  York  and  Its  envlrou,  wblcb  they  evacQ- 
ated  Not.  »,  WS.   During  this  time  most  ot  the  loyal  or  Whig  tamlliea  were  away  from  the  city. 
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Alternoon  utA  evening  wm  sick;  took  a  sweat,  and  was  better.  Wednadat.  19U. 
Nothing  bnt  »  nortbeost  storm  prevents  oar  setUug  out  foi  tbe  Jersers.  Mr.  Ganobad 
gone  to  the  army  before  we  lu-Tived  here,  which  Is  marching  to  the  nonhward.  Ttaii  it 
a  very  hilly  country,  and  much  good  meadow  land.  'Warwick  lies  within  about  Bv« 
miles  of  the  Jecsey  line.  The  mountains  to  the  southeast  are  infested  with  Tory  rob- 
bers, who  greatly  terrify  the  inhabitants ;  thirty  of  them,  or  thereabontB,  and  tbeir 
harborers,  have  been  lately  apprehended,  and  many  more  have  fled,  it  la  suppoud  to 
New  York.  A  species  of  grasshoppers  were  discovered  in  the  wheatSelds  by  men  <il 
undoubted  veracity.  From  Wednesday  to  Saturday  rain  continued  from  the  nonheut. 
Tarried  till  Sunday,  23d. 

Preached  again  at  Warwick ;  the  audience  crowded,  and  much  afEected.  Had  gnat 
liberty  in  preaching.  AXtermeeting  setoatand  dinedat  Col.  Hathhom's,  onemilsan. 
Proceeded  Afteen  miles  over  the  mountains  to  Col.  Boward's  and  lodged.  Uet  Und 
people,  and  good  livers.  Tbe  house  here  fortified  against  robbers,  and  all  sleep  ann^. 
I  reetedscarceanyallnight,  through  tbe  importunity  of  a  troublesome  insect.  Mimdat, 
ZUh.  Set  off  before  snnriae,  and  reached  Davenport's  at  Newfoundland  to  breakfast,  Md 
miles ;  was  kindly  treated'  They  refused  anything  for  our  eating,  as  they  did  at  Ccl. 
Seward's.  From  thence,  ten  miles,  we  reached  Esq.  Tuttle's.  Fed  oar  horse,  ralreihcd 
ourselves,  and  set  out  tor  Morristown,  twelve  miles,  where  we  arrived,  between  (oar 
and  flvo  o'clock,  at  Arnold's  tavern.  This  is  an  eitremely  hot  day,  and  tha  trsvel- 
llng  excessively  tedious,  as  well  on  that  as  on  account  of  the  rocky  mountalnoul 
country,  which  extends  from  Warwick  within  about  three  miles  of  HorriBtoirD.  Tbe 
greatest  part  of  this  country  unsettled,  and  consequently  in  general,  till  within  about 
ten  miles  of  Horristown,  all  this  part  of  the  country  full  of  grain.  Set  out  about  aon- 
down,  and  reached  Hr.  Stites's,' about  11  o'clock,  very  much  fatigued.  Found  tba  old 
people  somewhat  indisposed,  but  alt  very  glad  to  see  us.  From  2Sth  to  27th,  tarried  at 
the  farm ;  then  went  to  Blliabethtown  and  tarried  till  tbe  28th  at  Brother  WoodraCTi- 
The  town  and  suburbs  less  damaged  by  the  enemy  than  I  expected.' 

Sunday,  SOlh.  Preached  at  the  Plains,'  but  the  meeting  much  interrupted  by  the 
march  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  under  General  St.  Clair  towards  tbe  North  BJTei.' 

■  John  Stites,  Esq.,  father  of  Mrs.  Uanulng. 

>  OntbeKtbot  February,  ITTS,  ■  party  of  British  troops,  sent  by  Cliaton  from  Mew  York. luded 
■t  Elliabethlowu  Faint,  for  the  express  purpose  oftaklog  "  the  rebel  gaTenior,"w  cbey  called  blD, 
LlTlngston,  wbose  residence  was  here  atElizabethtowii.  Not  flndlng  him  at  borne,  tbe;  Mlied  hb 
paperg,  burned  a  few  dwellineni  and  departed  far  New  York. 

•The  Scotch  Flams  Baptist  Church,  of  wblch  Manlug  bad  been  a  nwmber. 

'  A  large  portion  of  WasbinKlon's  army  had  been  eacunped,  or  huM«d,  as  HUdretta  termt  H,  U 
UlddJebrook  and  vicmity,  near  EIlubethtowD,  during  the  previous  winter  and  spring.  T<'* 
encampmeat  broke  up  at  this  time;  hence  tbe  disturbance  at  public  worship  caused  bj  M 
marcblng  of  the  troops  northward,  of  whlcb  the  Pennsylvanta  line  under  St.  Clair  formed  a  part. 
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Vent  to  Sister  Tlngler's.  and  taiiied  till  Tuesday.  Tuatday,  June  Id.  A  flue  r&in  on 
Honda7 ;  went  to  Brother  Joseph  Manning's,'  and  tarried  all  night.  Wednesday,  accom- 
panied by  him  and  wife,  Tisited  Uncie  Joseph  Kandolph,  and  reached  Jeremiah  Uan* 
nIng'H  at  Bordentown.  Tarried  till  Friday,  June  i.  There  heard  the  cheering  account 
of  the  Charleston  victory,'  and  the  moving  of  the  whole  army  to  North  River,  After- 
noon crossed  Crown  Ferry,  and  lodged  at  Capt,  Morgan's,  Chester  Quakers  1  ten  miles, 
Solurday,  9(A.  Set  ont  early,  and  reached  Mr.  Buckalaw'a,  two  miles,  to  breakfast. 
Met  with  Messrs.  Btelle*  and  Coles,'  and  proceeded  to  Bray's  meeting-bouse.  Mr.  Stetle 
preached.    Lodged  at  the  widow  Holmes's;  an  agreeable  family. 

Sundan,  6th.  Mr.  Stelle  and  myself  preached.  Had  a  large  audience.  Monday,  Tth. 
Messrs.  Coles  and  D.  Jones'  preached. and  also  bad  a  large  audience.  I/odged  this  night 
»t  the  widow  Molly  Holmes's  i  a  flne  family.  This  is  a  most  excellent  part  of  the 
country  tor  land  and  excellent  cropa ;  but  the  shores  are  greatly  infested,  and  the  Inhab- 
itants robbed,  by  Tories,  who  hare  fled  to  the  enemy.  TuMdajf,  Juns  8.  In  company 
with  Messrs.  Stelie  and  Jones  came  to  Mr.  Dennis's  at  Spotswood,  to  dinner,  thirteen 
miles ;  agreeable  people.  Klne  miles  to  Brunswick,  where  at  Capt.  Dennis's  we  tarried 
Tnesday  night.  Wtdnatday,  9lh.  Crossed  the  river  at  the  landing,  and  cnme  to  TTncle 
Bphralm's  and  tarried.  Brunswick  much  Injured  by  the  British,  Thvnday,  lOtk. 
Visited  Mr.  Stelie.  Aunt  Manning,  and  tarried  at  Uncle  Joseph  Randolph's.  f>iday, 
Itlh.  Returned  to  the  Farms;  found  parents  111.  3atvniay,i2lh.  Preached  at  the 
Plains  and  returned. 

Sunday,  I3th.  Preached  again,  gave  out  the  commnnion  service,  and  tarried  at  Rev. 
Mr.  Miller's.  A  flne  rain  this  day,  though  themeetingsnot  interrupted.  14th.  Returned 
to  the  Farms.  A  great  rain,  followed  by  a  succession  of  tbunder-ehowers,  to-day. 
Sister  Tingley  and  Joseph  Manning's  wife  came  and  tarried  the  night.  Went  to  town, 
and  brought  sister  Woodruff,  upon  the  15th.  The  season  remarkably  good,  andthe  grain 
extraordinary,  as  well  as  grass,  throngh  the  country.  Wednetday,  Juns  16.  Fine 
weather.    Rain  in  the  afternoon.    ITtb,  18th,  and  19lh.  tarried  at  Papa  Stltes's. 

Preached  at  Lyon's  Farms,  the  20th,twoaermons.  The  people  in  the  morning  service 
very  attentive  and  affected,  and  the  meeting  tolerably  full.  Returned,  and  on  Monday, 
the  31st,  set  out  for  Philadelphia.    Visited  Messrs.  Miller  and  Joseph  Manning,  and 

>  Joseph  Manning  was  a  rating  elder  of  the  Scotch  Plains  Church,  haviag  been  elected  to  this 
office  on  the  loth  December,  irrr. 

a  the  Inraslou  of  Charleston  by  the  British  under  PreTOSt,  In  May  prertODS,  and 
M  by  the  Continental  troops  and  miUtla  under  Moultrie  and  Rntledge. 

•  icer.  Isaac  Stelie,  pistor  of  the  Flsoatamy  Baptist  Church,  and  Bev.  Benjamin  Coles,  pastor  of 
tke  chnrcb  at  Hopewell, 

*  The  Her.  David  Jones,  formerly  ot  New  Jersey,  but  now  a  distinguished  chaplain  In  the  army 
nnder  General  St.  Clalr. 
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dined.  Preftched,  At  6  o'clock,  with  gr^M  fc««doin,  at  Capt.  Ssmnel  Randolph'!,  tod 
tanl«d  bU  night.  Set  out  th«  22d  and  TUlted  Capt.  William  Manning,  Jacob  Martin, 
Eiq.,  Major  Edgar,  and  Benjamin  Hauoiug,  Baq.,who,  with  hla  lady,  accompanied  iu  to 
Brother  Jeremiah  Hanning'i,  where  we  tarried.  !3d.  Accompanied  with  brother  and 
wl(e,  kinsman  and  hla,  went  to  Mr.  Stelle'sj  tbence  to  Bronawlck.  Heard  Mr.  Killer 
preach  from  the  words  of  Hannah.  Dined  at  Mr.  Wall's.  Called  at  Mr.  I>ennL«'i,  and 
aet  ont  at  fonr  o'clock  for  Hopewell ;  reached  Mr.  Barton's  at  nine  o'clock  In  tbe  STsn- 
Ing.  The  day  hot.  Next  day.  24th,  rlalted  Dr.  Vanklrk'a,  to  aee  annt,  and  preached  at 
the  meeting-house  at  six  o'clock.  But  few  out.  Next  morning,  Friday,  25tb,  Tislted 
Hessra.  Coles  and  Blackwell,  and  reached  John  Hart's,  Ew].,'  at  Newtown,  two  o'clock 
t.  V. ;  were  detained  the  night  by  a  seasonable  heavy  rain,  and  treated  most  hogplta- 
bly.  The  weather  most  Intensely  hot.  English  grain  the  beat  and  in  the  greatest  qosn- 
tlty  from  Brunswick  here  that  I  ever  saw ;  but  the  Indian  corn  backward  and  poor  in 
general,  owing  to  the  cold  and  wet  of  the  former  part  of  the  season.  26th.  Set  oai  U 
Neshaminy  Ford,  bnt  impassable  by  the  great  fall  of  rain.  Went  four  miles  np  the 
creek  to  the  bridge,  which,  being  taken  up,  we  were  detained  till  four  o'clock  r.  m,  at 
Mr.  Cozens's,  when  the  water  subsided,  and  we  passed.  The  rood  front  Newtowe  here 
very  bad,  but  the  creek  to  Sootbampton  good,  where  we  reached,  before  annset  Mi,  Van 
Horn's,'    Found  the  tomtly  well. 

Stayed  the  27th,  and  preached  at  tbe  meeting-honse.  But  few  people  ont.  Mr.  Colei 
was  expected.  After  meeting  returned,  and  tarried  tilt  Monday.  On  Jnne  4th  a  report 
prevailed  in  Woodbrldge  Chat  the  British  army  at  Charleston  were  totally  defeated, 
with  the  loss  of  fourteen  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  and  seven  handred  taken. 
Repeated  reports  somewhat  similar,  though  not  making  their  loas  so  great,  have  bees 
constantly  brought  from  the  South ;  bnt  no  ofBdal  account  eonAnning  It  has  yet  com* 
to  hand,*    All  the  fruit  nearly  out  oS  by  tbe  great  frost  In  these  ports.    Tbe  crops 

>  A  signer  of  the  DedaratiOD  at  Independence,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Bapttft  chnrclt 
In  Hopewell,  of  which  Bav.  Isaac  Eaton  was  pHtor.  He  gave  to  the  society  the  land  on  wblck  Ibe 
meetlng-lioaae  waaerected,  in  ie«(l,aDne  monomental  ■haft  of  Qulncy  granite  wu  erectad  by  Ua 
8late  In  honor  of  his  memoiy.  In  the  dedicatory  address  upon  tbe  occailon  by  George  Joel  Fsikn, 
occurs  tbe  Following :—  "  He  was  a  true  patriot.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  after  a  carefal  exauilaMloB  of 
the  higtory  of  New  Jerwy  daring  and  Immediately  preceding  the  Bevolutloiury  V»r,  thit  Icia 
Hart  hadgreatereiperlencein  the  Colonial  sndSUteleglilatureof  that  dsfthanany  of  hlieonwn- 
porarles,  and  that  do  man  exercised  greaut  influence  in  giving  direction  to  the  pnbllc  aplitliia 
which  colmlnated  In  independence." 

■Rev.  WmiamVan  Horn,  Hswubom  in  ITM;  educated  at  Dr.  Bunoel  Jones's  Academy  U 
Pennspeli;  ordained  ■■  pastor  orer  the  B^tlst  chnreb  at  SoDtbampton.  Pa.;  honored  with  Cha 
degree  of  Haster  of  Arts  from  the  Rhode  Island  College  ITH ;  and  daring  the  ReTDlDCMnaly  Wu 
was  an  efficient  and  honored  chapialn.    He  died  In  IBOT  In  the  elxty-Brst  rear  of  bis  age, 

*I{eport«  then  mast  have  quite  equaled  if  not  excelled  the  auggerated  telegraphic  rquni 
doting  the  recent  Civil  War,    The  simple  facts  as  recorded  In  history  are  as  followg ;    Tbe  BrItU 
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tncomparsbly  fine,  but  Home  fields  near  tbe  river  stmek  with  the  red  mat,  though  but 
Uttls  hurt.    Rye  harreet  began,  aad  wheat  will  be  here  this  week. 

Monday,  Jane  2Sth.  Set  ont  and  travelled  to  Pennepek,  Hr.  Jones's.*  Arrived  in  tbe- 
erening,  and  found  the  tatnlty  well  and  glad  to  see  us.  Tarried  here  till  July  2d. 
Spent  the  time  agreeably  in  viewing  the  farm,  its  products,  harvest,  etc.,  and  in  con- 
versation. The  season  here  extremely  hot;  height  ol  wheat  harvest ;  the  grain  struck 
with  the  rod  rust,  thougb  little  injured,  except  the  rye,  which  is  much  blasted.  Tbe 
greatest  [xut  of  the  harvest  between  here  and  Philadelphia,  where  we  arrived  at  eleven 
o'clock  A..  M.,  July  2.  Put  up  at  Mr.  'WUUam  Ootorth's,  and  my  horse  across  the  way, 
In  Second  Street,  between  Baee  and  Vine  Streets.  Visited  Samuel  Davis,  but  he  waa 
ont  of  town ;  also  Mr.  Rogers.  Called  at  Mr.  Watkins's,  then  at  Mr.  Westcot's ;  from 
thence  to  Dr.  Rush's,'  who  treated  me  politely ;  from  thence  called  on  Messrs.  Shields 

In  ITn  made  siecond  invMlon  of  Bonth  CsroUna  under  General  PrevoH,  and  were  eventnally 
repulsed.  On  the  lltb  of  Hsr,  PreToel  with  nine  hundred  ref^lan  croMsd  tbe  Aihley.  laSTfng  Us 
main  mzmj  cm  the  sDuth  ilde  of  Che  rlrer.  During  tbe  fonncxm  Count  Fulsskl  with  Us  legion 
attacked  the  British  sdnnoed  guard,  and  wsa  repulsed  with  great  Blaughtor.  PrevoM  now 
advanced  tothe  American  lines,  bat  In  the  night,  after  summoning  the  city  to  surreodei,  with- 
drew to  James  Island,  fearing  the  approuh  of  General  Lincoln  with  ui  army  of  four  Clioussnd 
men.  On  tbe  aoth  of  June  the  British  were  attacked  b;  about  twelve  hundred  of  Llnooln't  menr 
and  the  assallanls  were  repulsed.  Lose  about  three  hundred  killed,  wounded,  and  mlMlng  on  each, 
side,    'nree  dsjs  afterwards  the  British  sTacnated  tbe  Island.    (3ee  Losslng'i  Fleld-Book,  elo.) 

>  Bar.  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  one  of  Manning's  Intimate  friends.  He  was  three  years  his  senior, 
having  been  bom  in  the  rear  ITSB.  Of  tbe  church  of  Pennepek,  afterwards  oslled  Lower  Dublin, 
he  was  the  honored  and  esteemed  pastor  upwards  of  flfly-one  years.  He  waa  also  sn  sducator  of 
yonth,  and  In  this  latter  capacity  was  greatly  dlstlngulalied,  belug  eapeolally  Judicious  and  con- 
■iderata  to  lucb  young  men  under  bis  care  as  had  the  ministry  In  view.  On  the  death  of  Manning, 
In  ITBl,  he  was  named  by  many  ol  the  Tmstaea  and  Fellows  of  the  College  as  his  suocessor  in  the 
presidency.  (See  letters  of  StiUman  and  Howell  at  the  close  of  our  thirteenth  chapter.)  He  ren- 
dered tmpcrtaul  service  aa  chalmuui  of  a  committee  sent  to  Newport  from  FhUadelphla  to  prepare 
for  tbe  General  Assembly  a  draft  for  the  College  oharter. 

Dr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  most  useful  members  of  the  Philadelphia  Association.  ■'  Here."  saya 
Spiagne  luUs  Annals,  "he  Is  appointed  to  frame  a  system  of  discipline,  and  there  to  compile  a 
book  of  hymns,  and  then  to  draw  np  a  map  repreeoDtlng  the  rarloos  sssoclalions ;  one  year  he 
boldstbeolllce  of  moderator.and  the  next  he  writes  the  circular  letter  to  tbe  churches,  and  tbe 
next  performs  soma  other  public  service;  — Indeed,  it  Is  impossible  to  look  through  the  mlnutee 
wttlioot  peroelTlug  that  he  was  always  one  of  tbe  maaler  splriti  of  the  body.  Few  men  could 
manage  more  adroitly  than  he  a  diOlcult  and  imrolTadcase;  and  gometlmes,  by  a  single  suggestion, 
Id  a  deliberative  body,  he  would  bring  light  ant  of  the  thickest  darkness,  and  order  out  of  the 
wildest  oonfosloD."  In  UDT  he  preached  the  century  sermon  of  the  Assoclatlou,  wUch  was  pub- 
Usbad.    HedledFeb.  7,  ISlt,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  bis  age. 

Dr.  Jones  was  a  ready  writer  and  a  fluent  speaker.  In  his  parson  he  is  described  as  a  large  and 
ll].aaly  iKillt  man,  six  feet  or  more  In  height,  weighing  upwards  of  three  bundred  ponads,  sod  erery 
way  well  proporttoned.  Bis  faoe  was  the  very  image  of  Intelligence  and  good.nBture ;  which,  with 
tba  air  of  dignity  that  pervaded  all  his  moTemeuti,  rendered  his  appearance  uneominonly  attrao- 
Ure.   He  possessed  an  ample  fortune,  wblch  he  used  with  aigual  grace  and  hospitality. 

1  Beolsmln  Bush,  one  of  the  algnar*  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  distinguished  for  his 
lesumlns  and  piety,  as  well  as  for  Us  great  protesstonal  skill.  He  was  sdnoaUd  at  the  College  of 
New  Jersey,  graduatlag  In  ITSO,  two  years  betora  Manning. 


,,Google 


322  BKOWN  UNITBESITT  Chap.  IX, 

and  tloulders.  Called  at  Mr.  Hart'B  lodging,  but  h«  not  witbiu,  which  vu  alio  the 
'  case  at  Mr.  Robert  S.  Jones's.  The  evening  of  Jul^  S,  Hr.  Joseph  Hart,  of  the  Eiecn- 
tlve  Council,  spent  at  my  lodgings.  Saturday,  Jvly  3d.  This  morning  came  out  ) 
paper,  in  which  Congress  was  handled  pretty  severely,  under  the  signature  ol  Leoni. 
das.'  Breakfasted  at  Dr.  Rush's,  and  received  two  hundred  dollars,  Dr.  Finl«y'i  disti 
on  him.  Spent  the  foreaooa  chiefly  in  writing  to  Providence,  by  Mr.  £lleiy,  wboseti 
off  this  afternoon.  Went  to  the  State  House.  Met  Mr.  Collins,  and  Inquired,  vrlthonl 
much  BBtisIoction,  what  was  on  foot  In  CongreBH  relative  to  the  money.  IHned  at  Ur. 
Redwood's  with  Ml.  EUery,  and  returned  to  my  lodgings,  where  were  Messrs.  Shield! 
:and  Conollf,  who  spent  the  afternoon  with  us. 

Zord'i  Day,  Juljf  4tA.  Preached  twice  with  some  freedom;  the  moraiag  congregation 
thin;  more  luthe  afternoon.  Both  church  and  society  hare  in  a  broken  stale.  The 
people  urgent  for  my  tarrying  a  considerable  time,  which  did  not  salt  my  alhin.  In 
the  evening  visited  one  of  the  members  of  the  church  near  her  end.  Appeared  to  be 
in  a  happy  frame  of  mind.  Attended  a  religious  society  composed  of  B^tisls,  Presby- 
terians, and  Chnrcb  people.    They  appeared  very  serious,  and  somewhat  engaged  in 

I  Ttie  flnanclBl  embarraumenU  of  the  coontry  were  exceedingly  ereat  at  this  period.  In  coiiM- 
qneoce  of  the  rapid  depreciation  of  the  paper  cnrrenoy,  of  wbich  CongresB  had  enjitted,  on  the  111 
of  September,  ITM,  one  huedred  and  siitj  millions.  A  spirit  of  discontent,  of  speeulatioa  ind  of 
fraud  was  everywhere  nuuiUest.  "  The  honest  and  patriotic  ware  Impovertshed,  while  rogoce  uil 
Tories  grew  rich."  A»  an  lllnBtratlan  at  the  perils  and  difficulties  of  this  crisis,  we  prlol  Ui« 
-----  -  .      -  -  -.    .  trbSai 


••  The  depreciation  of  our  money,  and  the  high  price  to  which  everything  i<  ko(,  ii  one  and  Uu 
same  thing.  Vfe  uk  not  who  Introduced  the  evil,  how  It  arose, or  who  encoungedil.  Intht 
midsc  of  money  we  aie  in  poverty,  and  exposed  to  want  In  the  land  of  plenty.  Yon  Ihst  lisn 
money,  and  you  that  have  none,  dawn  witb  your  prices,  or  down  with  yonrselvea;  for,  by  the  no- 
livine  and  eternal  God,  we  will  bring  every  article  down  to  what  it  was  last  ChTlscnua,  or  n  win 
down  with  those  wlio  oppose  it. 

"  We  bave  turned  ont  sgainst  ttie  enemy,  and  we  wish  not  to  be  eaten  up  by  monopall»n  ud 
foreetallera. 


"It  gives  me  very  sincere  pleasure,"  writes  Washington  to  bis  friend  Reed,  now Piesldant ol 
Peimeylvanla,  "ttaat  the  Assembly  is  so  well  disposed  to  second  your  endeavors  in  bringing  ttioM 
moTdererB  of  oar  cauae,  the  monopolizers,  forestallers,  and  engrossers,  to  condign  punlilir"*" 
It  is  much  to  t>e  lamented  that  each  State,  long  ere  this,  bas  not  banted  them  down  ■ipestii' 
society,  and  tbe  greatest  enemies  we  bare  to  the  happlneaa  of  America.  I  would  to  Ood  tbUaxH 
one  of  the  more  atrocioas  in  each  Bute  was  bung  In  gibbets  upon  a  gallows  tlve  timsi  as  htgti  u 
the  one  prepared  for  Haman,  No  punishment,  in  my  opinion,  Is  too  severe  for  tbe  man  who  an 
bnlld  his  greatness  upon  bis  country's  ruin."  When  WashlngUra  wrote  in  this  way,  what,  w 
Hildrstb,  was  to  be  expected  of  tbe  inconsiderate  multitude? 
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relisiou.  Poand  0«nera]  Sp«ncer*  at  mr  lodginga,  now  a  member  of  CongteM.  It 
being  tbe  Fourth  ot  Jaly,  tbe  umlveraarf  of  Independence,  the  chaplaina  of  CongreBB 
preached  suitable  to  the  occasion,  and  Congrass  attended.  High  maas  was  celebrated 
and  Te  Denm  sung  at  tbe  Bomlsb  chapel.  The  gentlemen  of  the  towD  were  Invited  b^ 
billets  from  the  French  minister  to  attend.  I  suppose  these  caases  rendered  the  Bap- 
tist meeting  thinner  than  otherwise.  Tba  lowering  of  prices  b;  the  committee  Is  con- 
sidered b7  the  town  as  a  violent  measnre  and  only  a  temporary  relief,  but  think  it  will 
slMtre  the  fate  of  former  State  bllla.*  The  suburbs  of  tbls  city  greatly  destroyed  by  tbe 
English,  but  the  body  of  It  not  much  damaged.  A  flne  rain  on  tbe  night  of  the  4th 
of  Jnly.  Bome  more  apples  in  these  parts  than  in  the  Jerseys,  though  bat  tew. 
MoTtdajf,  tUA.  Breakfasted  at  Mr.  Shields'e,  where  a  committee  from  the  ohnrch  met 
and  importuned  me  to  tarry  with  tham  some  time,  or  come  again  and  make  them  a 
longer  vlait.  I  gave  them  hopes  of  tbe  latter  after  the  (our  Sabbaths  of  this  month. 
Went  to  Mr.  David  Bowers's,  and  thence  to  Mr.  Monlders's ;  then  to  hear  the  oration  at 
tha  Dutch  church.  The  performance  IndifTerent.  Congress  and  tbe  French  Ambassa- 
dor present,  and  a  large  assembly.  Here  met  Mr.  Merchant,  and  called  at  his  lodgings. 
Received  an  Invitation  to  dine  at  Prof.  Lawrens's,  but  we  dined  at  Mr.  Westcot's. 
Returned  to  onr  lodgings.  Were  visited  by  Messrs.  Shields,  Britain,  and  Qen.  Spencer. 
Bet  ont  in  the  afternoon  for  Mr.  Jones's,  where  we  arrived  in  tbe  evening.  The 
weather  intensely  hot,  Tu«»daji,  et\.  Tarried  at  Mr.  Jones's,  and  set  out  on  the  Tth 
for  Bordentown.  Dined  at  Bristol,  and  reached  Mr.  Alison's  before  night.  Passed  the 
TDina  of  Hr.  Klrbright's  bnildlngs ;  tbe  river  three-fourths  of  a  mile  wide ;  the  ruins 
of  the  Tessels  bamed  by  tbe  English  on  the  east  sboie,  as  also  the  stores,  and  the 
dwelling-bonse  ot  Mr.  Joseph  Botden,  treasurer.'   There  met  Mr.  Stltes,  from  Cran- 

>  Joe«ph  Spencer.  He  ms  bora  In  Connecticut,  In  II11.  He  was  a  major  In  tbe  oolonUI  armj 
In  ITOe,  and  ma  one  of  the  flrst  eight  brigadiers  appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress  in  ITTS. 
Hewaaappolnted>niaJOT.generalinirT8,andlnl7T7Wu  In  oemmand  ot  the  Amerloao  forces  on 
Bbode  (aland.  After  hit  resignation  he  wu  sleoted  >  delegate  to  Congress  Irom  bit  native  3Ute. 
Be  died  In  East  Haddam,  in  Janiucy.  ini9.  aged  ■eveaty-flTS. 

•  A  short  time  after  this  (Uctober  4th).  ■  riot  took  place  in  Philadelphia  tn  cooteqnsace  ol  this 
atlampt  of  a  committee  to  regulate  the  prices  of  flour,  rum,  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  salt,  etc. 
Bobert  Morrl)  and  other  leading  mercbantg  refused  to  conform  to  the  regulation.  WUbod,  Cl;rmer, 
MIflUn,  and  their  friends  were  threatened  with  banishment  to  New  Yorli,  as  abettors  and  deteniJ- 
vra  of  the  Torlae.  Soon  aftermrds  (October  SOtb),  a  convention  of  the  flve  Eastern  SUies  was 
held  at  Hartfbrd,  at  which  a  plan  was  elaborated,  which  Congreia  adopted,  regulating  prices  on 
the  bswla  of  twenty  paper  dollars  tor  one  ot  specia.  Dr.  Manning's  visit  to  Philadelphia  doubtless 
^•^Jt  reference  to  tome  measniee  of  relief  of  this  kind  from  tbe  oppressive  laws  of  Rhode  Island 
and  other  States,  passed  by  recommendation  ot  Congress,  which  made  paper  money  a  legal  tender. 

t  On  the  Tth  of  Hay,  ITIS,  six  or  seven  hundred  British  troops  left  Philadelphia  tor  the  purpose 
of  deatroytng  veesels  which  were  lying  in  Barnes's  and  Crosswlck's  Creeks  at  Bordentown.  "rhey 
homed  two  frigates,  destroyed  several  smaller  vessels,  burned  several  residences  and  buildings  on 
tlieir  remn,  and  selxed  considerable  property. 
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berr7,  whlcb  detained  na  until  Saturday,  July  lOtli.  'Wsr«  hoapltabi;  treated  by  Che 
family,  Col.  Hogland,  Dr.  Moore,  Hr.  Borden,  Mid  ill.  Kirbtlght,  Preuhed  on  Fridif 
evenlDg,  and  set  out  In  the  momlng  for  Cranbeiry,  in  company  wltb  Col.  EEogland  lad 
Ur.  Stitea.    Beached  Cranberry  to  dine.    Found  the  Doctor  wall,  and  glad  to  ua  u. 

Preached  lor  Mr.  Smith  Sunday  the  lltta.  The  day  rainy  and  («w  people  out.  At 
night  had  a  severe  diarrhcea,  which  continued  the  12th,  bo  that  I  kept  bonie  in  nnch 
pain.  13th.  The  diarrhtsa  abated ;  the  weather  fine  and  cool,  aa  there  (ell  a  van  qa*n- 
tity  of  rain  on  Iiord's  Day  and  evening,  accompanied  by  abundance  of  thunder  tnd 
ligbtning.  This  morning  Mr.  Stelie  called  on  as  on  bia  way  to  Fbiladelpbla.  Nd 
informed  at  that  accounta  are  received  of  the  burning  of  Ifew  Haven  by  the  Britiib, 
and  that  they  are  destroying  all  In  their  way  intliat  quarter.'  Preached  todty  ittlit 
Baptist  meeting.  Tarried  the  14th  and  ISth.  Still  much  indisposed.  16th.  Sat  out 
for  PiBcataway,  called  at  Brunswick,  and  reached  Bonham  Town.  Mrs.  Manning  retr 
ill  since  the  12th :  scarce  able  to  ride.  My  brother  in  great  fear  of  the  enemy.  Wu 
interrupted  till  midnight  by  the  seizure  of  a  trunk  of  goods.  ITth.  Went  to  Hi.  Ben- 
jamin Manning's.  Lett  my  spouse,  and  preached  at  the  Sabbatarian  meeting;  ntnin- 
log  to  our  lodgings  at  Benjamin  Manning's,  Elsq. 

Sunday,  July  IStk.  Preached  for  Mr.  Stelie  twice,  dined  at  lodgings,  andeaneanlo 
Brother  Joseph's.  19tb.  Returned  to  the  Farms.  To-day  heard  that  the  British  ittt 
at  Stony  Point  was  taken  by  General  Wayne,  with  Ave  hundred  prisoners.'  Pound 
our  parents  as  well  as  usual,  and  tarried  there,  Mrs.  Manning  being  very  nnweli,  SOItu 
2lBt,  and  22d.  Set  out  Saturday,  July  23d,  for  Hopewell.  Lett  my  mare  with  Sirsn's 
horse.  Called  an  Mr.  Miller,  who  was  In  ill  health.  Stopped  at  Capt.  Bandoipta'i, 
dined  at  Benjamin  Manning's ;  called  at  Mr.  fitelle's,  but  he  was  not  at  home:  mtililni 
at  Mr.  Hall's  in  Brunswick.  Beached  Mr.  Prince's,  at  Rocky  Hill.  The  day  very  hot 
and  dusty,  and  my  horse  travailed  hard  and  greatly  fatigued.  Distance  thiity-fo 
tnllea.  Satiariaj/,  24(A.  Was  unable  to  And  my  horse  until  lat«  in  the  momlnf. 
Reached  Mr.  Barton's  at  Hopewell,  ten  lulles,  much  fatlgaed.  The  meeting  opened 
by  a  sermon  from  Mr.  Pitman,  to  good  acceptance.    Peter  Smith  also  attended. 

Lord's  Day,  2BtA.  Preached  twice,  and  gave  out  the  communion  to  a  put  of  the 
church,  as  they  are   unhappily  divided  about  their  minister,  Mr.  Coles.    Tha  i» 

1  Refarrlag  to  the  invasion  of  Connecticut  l>y  the  British,  nndei  Oovernor  Tyronof  KavTvL 
and  Brlgadlei-Oeneral  Oartb,  in  the  early  part  of  Jnly,  ITTB,  during  whiob  tbey  plonderad  Kei 
Haven,  uid  bnined  Fairfield  and  Norwmlk. 

•  This,  wyi  Loulng,  Id  hts  Fleld-Book  ol  the  Hevolatlon,  wu  regarded  u  the  meet  teatlu' 
achievement  of  cbe  war,  and  raised  the  hero  Wayne  to  the  highest  point  In  the  KdmlnlioD  at  bU 
conntrymen.  The  fortress,  wbloh  was  regarded  aa  Impragnabla,  was  taken  on  tha  night  at  Jolf 
16th.  t'onTeralngwith  Waahlngtonontheeipedltlan  and  the  oliitacla*  to  be  orercama.  Ws;w  !■ 
said  to  bare  lemarked  with  empliasis, '-  General,  I'll  slorm  bell.  If  you  will  only  plan  It." 
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exceedingly  rainy,  but  the  boQse  full.  MondaVi  ^A'  Ur.  Joahna  Jonea  came  and 
preacbed  In  the  moTnlng;  a  good  sernioti.  I  cloBod  the  meeUag  la  the  afternoon. 
Ttittdat,  Zlth.  In  company  with  Mr.  Bmlth  reached  Sftmael  Jones's,  thirty  miles ; 
Cftnght  in  a  thunder-shower  and  got  very  wet;  dined  at  John  Hart's,  Esq.,  at  New 
Town.  Tarried  Wednesday,  28th,  and  eet  OQt,  after  a  rainy  morning,  Tharsday,  29th, 
for  Philadelphia,  twelve  miles.  Put  np  my  horse  at  Mr.  Shield's;  called  on  some 
friends,  and  took  quarters  at  Mr.  Semael  Davis's.  Frtdav,  Jul^  30th.  Visited  some 
friends  in  town.  Saturday,  SIM.  Saw  the  British  prisoners  taken  at  Stony  Point 
march  In ;  One  looking  men.    Dined  at  Mr.  Goforth's. 

Sunday,  Aug.  \tt.  Preached  twice.  The  congregation  pcetty  large,  —  more  so  than 
nsnalhere,  —  and  vary  attentive.  Spent  the  evening  at  a  rellgloas  conlereuce,  where 
there  seemed  a  degree  of  qnlckenlng  and  freedom.  Aug,  2d.  A  storm  of  rain  from  the 
northeast,  which  continued  the  next  day ;  heat  intense.  I  tarried  mostly  at  my  lodgings. 
Aug.  Uh.  Wrote  letters  to  Providence,  to  the  ahnrch  and  Nicholas  Brown.  Aug.  Bth. 
The  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  British  by  the  French  fleet  In  the  West  Indies  arrived. 
Spent  the  evening  at  Major  Ooforth's,  In  company  with  several  gentlemen.  Here  I  met 
Major  Somner,  ten  days  from  Providence,  who  tells  me  that  things  are  agreeable  In  that 
quarter,  which  I  was  also  Informed  of  by  a  letter  from  General  Vomum,  received  yes- 
terday. O.  Brigade  Is  come  to  headquarters,  which  I  heard  by  a  line  from  Van  Horn,  at 
the  same  time.'  Fridai/,  6th.  Delivered  my  letters  to  Hr.  Somner.  This  day  Mr. 
Edwards  called  upon  me.  and  tarried  in  town  several  days.  Saw  General  Spencer  and 
Mr.  Collins.  Abundance  of  rumors  concerning  the  West  India  affair.  Visited  In  town 
in  the  forenoon.  Saturday,  7th.  Went  wlthMr.  Edwards  to  Capt.  Ealkner'a,  five  miles, 
And  spent  the  afternoon  agreeably. 

Sunday,  Aug.  Sth.  Preached  three  times.  The  assembly  full,  and  the  people  so  Impor- 
tunate for  another  Sabbath  that  I  concluded  to  stay.  Bth.  Messrs.  Jones,  Blackwell, 
and  Nathaniel  Stoutcame  to  town;  the  former  tarried  with  me  one  night.  Tuttday.KXh. 
Mr.  Edwards,  in  company  with  Jones  and  myself,  set  oat  for  Col.  Mllee's.'  Distance 
thirteen  miles.  Arrived  In  the  evening,  and  be  and  lady  next  morning,  from  town. 
He  hae  a  most  elegant  seat,  gardens,  meadows,  etc.,  and  a  most  remarkable  spring,  which 
tarns  three  wheels  In  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  its  source.  Spent  three  days  very  agree- 
ably, end  on  the  13th  set  out  for  town,  Mr.  Edwards  returning  with  Mr.  Jones.  The 
wealherextremelyhot,  and  abundance  of  caln.  The  Indian  corn  crop  Incomparably  fine, 
the  buckwheat  forward,  and  the  second  crop  of  grass  cutting.  This  is  an  agreeable  pert 
of  the  oountry.  Preached  this  evening,  Saturday,  Htfa.  Visited  Major  Goforth's ;  paid 
ny  barber;  received  one  hundred  dollars  of  Mr.  Bogers,  as  per  order;  called  at  Mr. 
Morris's,  and  dined  at  Mr.  Ball's. 
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Amdap,  Aug.  Uth.  Bxtremely  hot.  Pleached  twice,  attended  the  tnueral  ol  a  child, 
and  drank  chocolate  at  Mt.  Turner's.  Richard  Lemon  and  both  the  HcKlms,  bom  Bal- 
timore, at  meeting.  Monday,  16lh.  Visited  Ur.  Moulders's,  and  attended  the  meetiag  of 
the  chnrch  and  societ;,  nho  unanimously  agreed  to  get  the  pnlpit  supplietl.  Chose  a 
committee  of  eight,  half  from  the  church  and  half  from  the  society,  to  raise  the  necesssty 
sappUea  for  that  purpose,  and  to  call  Mr.  Oano  tor  one  year.  At  two  o'clock  set  out  (or 
Mr.  Jones's.  Preached  at  Pennepek  at  five  o'clock.  Tarried  with  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr. 
Edwards.  The  weather  Intensely  hot;  though  the  season  uncommonly  wet.  Tuetdaji, 
Aug.  nth.  Set  oat  (or  Bordeutown,  where  I  dined.  Reached  Cranherry,  Dr.  SHtea's.  eX 
night,  18tb.  Beached  Bmnawick,  and  dined  at  Robert  Huder'a,  where  I  met  with  Hra. 
Oano  and  John.  Beached  Hr.  Stites's  in  the  evening,  and  found  all  well.  The  ludl&n 
corn  incomparably  fine  through  the  whole  country.  JTiiatday,  19th.  Went  to  Elizabeth- 
town,  and  returned  in  the  evening.  Dined  at  Dr.  Dayton's,  Spent  the  20th  and  21st  at 
the  Farms.    The  weather  rainy. 

Sunday,  'iOd.  Preached  at  the  FIsJne  with  Mr.  Stelle,  who  preached  at  six  o'clock  U 
Morristown.  Tarried  at  Brother  Joseph's.  A  terrible  rain  at  night.  Hy  brother  very 
sick  with  thebilions  fever.  Jeremiah  and  son  anddangbter  tarried  there  also.  JfowJai!, 
23(1.  Visited  Uncle  Joseph  Randolph ;  in  a  deep  consumption,  to  all  appearances,  but 
comloitable  In  mind.  From  thence,  through  Samptown,  I  visited  Bister  Tlngley,  who 
has  broken  her  right  arm  by  a  tall,  and  dislocated  her  wrist.  Dined  and  went  to  Desd 
Bivar  to  Brother  Jdo.  Manning's  and  tarried  the  night.  His  eldest  daughter  sick.  Hla 
larmlsmuch  improved  since  I  sawit,  and  he  lives  comfortably.  Visited  Uncle  Wlltlam 
Stites,  Mr.  Tlngtey,  Cousin  Jno.  Manning,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Brooks,  and  returned  to  llie 
Farms  on  Tuesday  evening,  24tb.  Wednesday  went  to  Elizabethtown,  visited  triends, 
and  tarried  two  days,  retnrning  to  the  Farms  Thursday  evening.  Admiral  Arbuthnot't 
fleet  said  to  have  arrived  m  New  York,  but  the  particulars  have  not  come  to  band. 
Frida}/,  Zllh.  Tarried  at  home.  The  season  very  sickly,  but  not  mortal  yet.  Yesterds; 
the  weatber  cleared  up  cool  and  One.    Continued  at  home  Saturday. 

Lord'»Day,Aiig.WCh.  Preachedat  Lyon's  Farms.  TheaudlencesertousandattentlTe. 
Tarried  at  home  till  Thursday,  (he  2d  of  September,  and  then,  accompanied  by  parents, 
visited  Stites,  WoodrufT,  dined,  and  then  proceeded  to  Bonham  Town,  calling  on  two  ol 
the  sisters  on  the  way,  and  observing  the  desolations  at  Woodhrldge.  Sept.  3d.  Bainy. 
but  in  the  afternoon  went  to  Joseph  Manning's ;  a  heavy  rain  on  the  way ;  found  him 
and  two  children  sick.  Sept.  ith.  Want  to  Joseph  Tingley's;  found  my  sister  belter; 
preached  at  the  nteetlng-bouse,  Lord's  Day.  Saw  many  old  friends  and  acquaintances, 
and  all  my  brothers  bnt  Joseph.  After  bidding  the  last  farewell,  returned  to  the  Farms 
In  the  evening,  calling  on  Mr.  Miller  on  the  way,  who  Is  much  recovered.  Tarried  st 
home  Monday,  6th,  and  were  visited  hy  Sister  Woodruff.    The  season  remarkably  sitkly 
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throDKhout  the  country,  bat  the  mortality  not  very  great.  I'he  complain ta  are  intermit- 
ting (even  and  agues.  Tueidaii.llh.  Tarried  at  home  and  rested;  in  the  afternoon 
preached.    Mr.  Miller  came,  and  we  had  something  of  a  comfortable  aeaaon. 

Wednetdav,  Sept.  ith.  Set  ont  for  Providence.  Were  accompanied  by  parents  toot 
mlleH.  I>eft  Sister  Woodrafl  at  papa's;  called  and  rested  at  Dr.  Smith's  at  Chatham, 
seven  miles.  Dined  at  Col.  I>unbain's  in  Uorrlstown,  seven  miles.  Ware  kindly 
treated.  The  family  sick,  and  himself  indisposed.  Set  out  at  four  o'clock  and  reached 
Bockaway,  nine  miles.  Tarried  at  Jackson's,  at  the  Forge.  A  thnnder-shower  In  the 
night,  and  bedbugs,  prevented  sleep ;  otherwise  good  entertainment.  Paid  six  dollars. 
Tbe  road  much  better  this  way  than  over  the  monntains.  Set  out  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th,  to  Esqnite  Moses  Tattle's,  five  miles.  The  road  bad.  Breakfasted  and 
reached  Davenport's  to  dinner;  the  road  extremely  bad;  distance  ten  miles.  After- 
noon visited  Col.  Soward's,  ten  miles.  The  road  bad;  tarried  the  night,  and  were 
kindly  entertained.  1Mb.  Travelled  to  Col.  Hathfaorn's,  fourteen  miles,  and  dined; 
afternoon  reached  Mr.  Oano's,  three  and  one-half  miles.  The  road  better  over  the 
mountains,  thongfa  the  mountains  exceedingly  bod.    Safunfoy,  lltA.    Tarried  at  Mr. 

Lord's  Day,  preached  at  Warwick  twice.  The  assembly  fnll  and  very  solemn. 
After  meeting  dined  at  Mr.  Beard's,  who  bad  prepared  an  elegant  dlnnar,  and  were 
treated  very  hospitably.  Tarried  at  Mr.  Oano's  Monday.  Took  a  very  great  cold- 
Mrs.  Manning  but  indifFerently  well,  and  Bally  and  Dicky  sick.  7V««dav,  Sept.  14(A.  Set 
ont,  dined  at  Mt. Owen's,  and  reached  Mr.  FoughC's  In  the  evening.  Met  Lieut.  Hubbel 
an  the  road,  who  came  out  from  Newbnrgh  for  this  pnrpose.  Met  also  Capt.  Wiley  from 
Providence,  who  Informs  me  they  ace  well  In  general.  We  were  received  and  treated 
very  kindly  at  Mr.  Fought's,  where  we  lodged;  and  Wednesday,  10th,  I  visited  Isaac 
Beloap,  and  was  visited  by  Mr.  Edmonds.  Preached  In  the  afternoon  at  the  Conti- 
nental store.  The  people  attentive  and  affected,  and  very  desirous  of  another  sermon. 
Visited  Dea.  Lawrence  at  the  Landing,  and  returned  In  the  evening  to  our  lodgings. 
Ever  since  Sunday  the  wind  fresh  at  the  northeast,  oloady  and  very  cold ;  at  its  first 
rising  a  boat  was  upset  in  this  ferry  Sunday  morning,  and  two  yonng  ladies  were 
drowned. 

Thuriday,  Sept.  16M.  Went  down  to  West  Point  by  water  In  Lieut.  Hnbbel's  boat. 
The  French  Ambassador's  secretaries  in  company.  One  of  them  spoke  English ;  amost 
accompUstaed  gentleman,  and  the  handsomest  Frenchman  I  ever  saw.  The  other  was 
agreeable,  as  were  their  attendant  gentlemen,  but  could  not  converse  mnch  In  English. 
We  had  an  agreeable  passage,  and  were  greatly  entertained  by  the  highlands  through 
which  we  passed.  Those  huge,  vast  mountains,  with  their  cloudy  tops,  approach  near 
together  as  the  river  narrows.  At  about  eleven  o'clock  we  reached  Gen.  Washington's 
qnatters, — a  beautiful,  level  spot  one  mile  north  of  the  Point,  surrounded  by  those 
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precipices.  His  Bxcollencf,  the  AmbsaBador,  with  a  iiumb«r  of  the  genersli,  vera 
gone  to  reconnoitre  the  fort.  There  I  met  Dr.  Cochrane,  Surgeon  General  ol  the  ftrmr. 
who  Heemed  very  glad  (o  find  me  In  camp.  After  examining  a  correct  map  of  tbU  tort, 
shown  ns  bj  one  ot  the  General's  eitdi,  and  taking  a  drink,  we  sailed  over  to  tha  Point, 
which  Is  fitted  hj  nature  to  form  an  exceeding  strong  port.  Up  to  the  top  of  the  Point 
1b  a  great  ascent,  And  there  a  plain  on  which  stands  Fort  Arnold,  at  the  last  port  of  ths 
Point.  A  very  strong  fortress,  with  excellent  bomb-proofs,  and  bastions  belov  to 
defend  the  great  chain  stretched  across  jast  after  the  river  turns  west.  The  opposite 
shore  Is  also  strongly  fortified  to  defend  the  chain,  from  what  Is  called  the  Islsnd,  and 
all  the  heights  also  on  the  east  side  of  the  riTer,  to  prevent  their  landing  and  Imnibllid- 
ing  the  fort.  Tliese  works,  viewed  from  the  Point,  look  most  beantiful.  These  were 
shown  ns  b;  Gen.  McDugal,  who  commands  this  fortress.  ?ort  PnCnam  stands  on  » 
great  eminence  at  hall  a  mile  distance  west  from  this,  and  commands  Fort  Arnold. 
This  ia  the  strongest  work  ever  raised  In  English  America,  and  is  otterly,  (ram  ll« 
situation,  Inaccessible  bnt  on  the  northern  side,  where  all  the  force  of  art  la  exerted  to 
strengthen  it  hj  walls  withont  walls,  the  outermost  ot  which  Is  laid  with  lime  and 
atone,  with  bomb-proofs,  etc.,  etc.  This  la  also  defended  by  all  the  commanding 
heights.  The  approach  of  an  army  by  land  is  next  to  Impossible  from  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  as  there  are  but  tew  ways,  and  those  almost  impassable,  and  all  strongly 
defended.  The  troops  were  encamped  on  both  sides  of  the  river  on  the  most  ccnren- 
ient  gronnds.  I  dined  at  G«n.  Greene's  quarters  wllh  his  family,  Mr.  Olney,  Col. 
Morris,  Major  Littlefleld,  and  Col.  Webb,  as  the  General  had  not  retacned.  Soon  afwr, 
be,  with  Gen.  Knox,  returned,  with  whom  had  a  little  chat.  Bhortly  afterward,  his 
Excellency,  General  Washington,  the  French  Ambassador,  and  Baron  Steuben,  witb 
their  retlnnes,  retnrued,  to  all  ot  whom  I  was  introduced  by  Gen.  Greene.  The 
Ambassador  Is  a  good-looking,  ruddy-complexioned  man  as  I  ever  saw  for  a  French- 
man.   His  family  are  extremely  polite.* 

Having  viewed  the  works,  we  returned  up  the  river,  bad  a  good  time,  and  arrived  at 
New  Windsor  after  sunset,  and  at  Newburgh  In  the  evening.  Fridttf,  Sept.  ITIA.  The 
morning  was  foggy,  which  prevented  our  setting  out  early.  Crossed  the  ttver  with  an 
easy  time,  and  set  out  from  the  Continental  Ferry  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock- 
Passing  Fishkill,  took  the  Danhury  road,  stopped  at  a  private  house  to  oat,  and  then 
reached  Col.  Luddlngton's,  twenty-two  miles ;  then  reached  Esquire  Patterson's,  (our 
miles,  at  Fredericksburg.    The  road  good  fifteen  miles,  and  then  exceeding  bad,  over 

1  Tbls  InvItatloD  to  visit  West  Folnt,  as  extended  to  Hsunliig  and  his  wife,  throogti  Llsat. 
Hubbel,  and  the  attention  sbowo  them  by  ths  generals  and  offlotrs  in  command,  aSotd  a  pleulnf 
UlostratlDO  at  Dr.  Uannlng's  character  and  sociat  position.  He  associated  wltb  the  first  men  of  Ui 
times,  and  on  terms  af  equality.  Few  persons  of  his  day  could  b«  called  his  snperlon,  tava  In  the 
externals  of  worldly  prosperity. 
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Toeka  and  monntaiiiB.  Satvrday,  18fA.  Set  out  at  sniiTiae.  The  road  good  three  mtlea, 
uid  then  exceeding  bad  to  Danhnry,  fourteen  miles,  vrheie  we  atclvod  at  elaven  o'clock. 
Put  ap  at  Cspt.  Clarke'i.  Good  entertainment.  The  mlns  of  tb«  town  are  affecting, 
mark«d  with  the  traces  of  British  Inhnmanity.'  This  town  was  conaldeniblj  large,  and 
prettll7  sltiuted  between  the  mountains,  with  a  good  soil.  Apples  are  plenty  here. 
Som«  tew  ware  to  be  seen  at  the  river,  and  a  gradnal  Incieaae.  Tbe  Indian  com  ezcel- 
laut  on  tfala  aide  of  the  river,  and  the  pastures  good.  Very  dlfflonlt  to  get  good  enter- 
tainment. At  two  o'clock  set  out  through  Bethel,  to  which  is  a  good  road  three  miles. 
Then  we  aacend  tbe  shocking  mountains  which  reach  to  Beading,  five  miles,  Bitt's 
Tavern.  This  is  a  pretty  village  on  a  hill.  From  theoce  we  reached  North  Fairfield, 
Ave  miles,  to  Eaqnlie  Wakeman's,  a  private  house.    Had  good  entertainment. 

SabbaA  morning,  IWh.  Beached  Greenfield,  Mr.  Tennent'a.'aiz  miles.  Were  most 
kindly  reeelved.  I  preached  twice.  A  large  congregation  and  attentive.  Drank  tea  at 
Dr.  Bogers'a,  Mr.  Tenneot's  sister,  an  agreeable  people,  who  spent  tbe  evening  with  ds 
at  oar  lodgings.  Tbe  road  stony,  but  not  so  bad  here.  Tbe  basbaudry  very  good 
tbroagb  all  this  rongh  country,  in  which  are  raised  good  crops  of  wheat.  Great  crops  of 
Sax  are  r^aed  la  these  parts,  though  not  so  good  this  year.  Tbe  husbandry  in  Green- 
field is  good,  and  the  inhabitants  very  good  livers.  Ur,  Tennent  well  settled.  Monday 
moming,  Sept.  20(A.  Went  to  Fairfield,  three  miles,  and  viewed  the  ruins  of  that  once 
b«aiitiful  place,  which  abocked  me  exceedingly.  Tery  few  buildings  remain.  Ninety- 
six  houses,  besides  bama  and  storea,  were  bnmed.  FromthencereacbedBsq.  Hubbel'a 
at  Stratford,  three  milea,  to  dinner.  Visited  Mr.  Boss,  who  Is  sick  with  the  fever  and 
agne.  There  I  saw  Ut.  Elliot,  of  Fairfield,  who  is  also  sick,  as  indeed  are  a  great  part 
of  th«  people  In  this  neighborhood.  Peggy  not  at  home.  The  family  very  kind ;  tarried 
here  all  night.  She  arrived  in  the  evening ;  is  kindly  treated  by  the  family,  who  are 
plain,  good-living  farmers.  I  took  a  walk  to  the  southward  of  the  road,  and  viewed  a 
moat  beautlfal,  level  country,  suited  to  wheat,  and  the  inhabitants  very  good  livers ; 
their  bnildlnga  very  good,  and  their  crops  excellent.  Bpent  the  evening  at  Baqnlre 
Brother's,  a  Ukely  agreeable  man.     Tvaday,  S^t.  21sf .    Set  out  at  nine  o'clock,  through 

lOu  the  Sath  at  April,  ITT7,  about  two  tbousand  British  troops,  conunUidMl  by  Oor.  William 
TJton,  reached  tbe  village  of  Danbnt;  between  oce  and  two  o'clock  In  the  aflemoon,  tor  the  purpose 
of  deetToylnjt  the  military  stores  Id  that  town.  Tbe;  left  Cbg  next  morning,  after  comiolctlng 
varlons  eicSHes,  hnrnlngthe  new  meatlng-honBe.  nineteen  dwelUnga,  twanty-t  wo  stores  and  bama 
and  an  Immense  amount  of  storea  and  proTlslons  for  Ibe  American  army, 

■Rev.  Wfllism  MscKsy  Tennent,  a  dlstlngalsbed  Presbyterian  minister.  He  graduated  at  the 
Collie  of  Xbw  Jersey  In  1763,  one  year  after  Dr.  Manning.  In  1TT3  he  became  pastor  of  tbe  church 
tn  Qreenfleld,  resigning  Id  ITSl  to  take  charge  of  a  chnrch  near  Philadelphia.  He  was  one  of  the 
traitece  of  New  Jersey  College  from  ITSS  to  1B08.  He  received  tbe  degree  ol  Doctor  In  Dlvinltj  tram 
Tale  CoU^e  in  IJM ;  was  moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  ITST. 
HI*  wife  «a>  a  daughter  of  Che  Bev.  Dr.  Bogen,  of  Mew  York.    B        '  '" 

having  a  very  sweet  tamper,  and  distinguished  tor  his  hospitality. 
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Stntford,  flT«  mllea.  The  inhabUsnta  bars  had  moved  out  tbelt  effects,  eipectliLg  » 
visit  from  tbe  snemy.  Ad  agrsoable  town,  situated  od  a  rlvBT  narigsble  tweWe  milu 
above  the  town.  Croaeing  the  feriy,  reached  Mllford,  five  mllaa,  and  dined  U  the  B«t. 
Mr.  ShermMi's.  This  town  large  and  rich,  but  their  buildings  old  and  In  bad  ordar  Id 
generkl.  Their  husbandrr  through  here  good,  and  their  crops  excellent;  pleot;  of 
tipples.  Visited  the  other  minister  of  the  town;  wat  kindly  treated,  and  invlWd  la 
dine.  Here  met  Mr.  Elliot  again,  with  the  ague  on  him,  on  his  way  to  Boetoa.  IFent 
in  company  with  the  ministers  to  the  Freeman's  meeting,  to  proz  tor  deputies  to  nomi- 
nate their  council,  etc.,  for  electloD  next  spring.  Was  importuned  to  open  tha  nwetlDg 
by  prayer,  which  Is  their  usage.  Attended  la  order  to  observe  their  mMiner  of  piocead- 
Ing.  The  clergy  in  this  State  vote  for  their  otBcers,  and  often  speak  to  direct  in  tlM 
choice  of  men.  They  have  great  influenoe  on  the  people.  When  the  meeting  U  opened 
by  the  constables,  the  people  are  requested  to  bring  in  their  votes  tor  their  flistdepnir: 
which  done,  if  one  has  not  more  than  all  the  rest,  it  is  declared  that  he  is  not  chom; 
and  after  declaring  the  nnmbers  for  the  respective  candidates,  they  are  requested  to 
bring  in  again,  and  so  continue  to  do  until  he  is  eleoted.  Twenty  names  at  most  <ue  put 
ta  by  each  voter  for  general  officers,  out  of  which  the  twelve  highest  are  chosen  by  Qm 
assembly  for  the  spring  choice.  After  gratifying  my  curiosity  here,  returned  to  Ml. 
Sherman's,  dined,  and  set  ont  for  New  Haven,  ten  miles,  where  we  arrived  in  the  eran- 
ing.  The  road  bad  most  of  the  way.  Went  to  Ur.  Sabin's,  who  was  111,  and  Us  wife 
from  home.  Was  pnttodifflcalty  toflndlodgingandkeepingforourhorse,asthato*>> 
had  been  sacked  by  the  enemy,  and  the  people  had  their  effects  oat  «f  town.  Tarried  U 
Mr.  Lyman's.  Indifferent  quarters,  but  a  high  price.  The  town  shows  bnl  few  msrki 
of  outrage  to  travellers  passing  through,  as  the  British  did  not  burn  here.  ITednMdair. 
S^t.  22d.  Set  out  at  sevea  o'clock,  having  taken  breakfast.  Took  the  road  to  Duchsm, 
crossed  the  bridge,  and  the  long  causeway  one  half  mile  over  the  marsh.  The  flnt  ail 
or  seven  mllea  very  sandy,  then  a  good  soil,  and  well  improved  to  and  through  Fsog,  s 
pleasant  village,  nine  miles.  Mr,  Williams,  minister,  invited  me  to  his  house,  bat  re 
could  only  atop  to  oat.  From  hence  to  Durham,  excellent  land  and  husbandry,  and  the 
buildings  uncommonly  elegant.  Durham  a  considerable  town,  situated  on  a  hill;  tbt 
buildings  good;  distance  nine  miles.  Dined  at  Landlord  Camp's.  The  people  agree- 
able. After  setting  out  was  stopped  by  General  Wadsworth,  and  invited  to  call,  but 
time  woald  not  admit.  Beached  Middletown,  seven  miles,  at  five  o'clock.  Put  np  at 
Capt.  Warner's.  Was  visited  by  Major  Otis.  Host  kindly  entertained ;  tarried  Thun- 
day,  visited  Mr.  Otis,  Ur.  Hunting,  and  Capt.  William  Warner's  lady.  Tarried  all  night, 
and  eet  out  Friday,  Slth,  for  Weatbersfleld.  Crossed  the  Qteat  Meadows,  but  the  bridp 
having  fallen  down,  were  obliged  to  ferry  over,  with  dlfScnlty.  The  npper  hontea  fom 
a  pretty  village.  It  began  to  nUn  moderately,  which  lasted  to  Weathenfleld.  The 
town  here  Is  beautiful,  and  the  Inhabitants  appear  to  live  well,  as  the  soil  U  exnbeiaiit. 
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Vaat  qaanttties  of  onions  ars  raised  here  for  Importation.  Dined  at  the  taTorn,  next 
MDth  of  the  meetlng-bonae,  and  then  examined  their  fine  struotare ;  dimensions  elgh^- 
fonr  by  fifty  feet,  nefttly  fluiahed  with  an  elegant  pulpit,  and  the  most  elegant  steeple  I 
have  seen  on  the  Journey.  Set  ont  In  the  rain  to  Hartford,  toni  miles.  Called  at  Capt. 
Bnll's,  and  found  tbem  well,  and  at  Hr.  Strong's  and  Dr.  Smith's,  hntfonnd  tbem  gone 
a  joomey.  Passed  the  ferry,  and  reached  the  Widow  Bldwel's,  In  Bast  Hartford,  where 
welodged.  Were  kindly  entertained.  Set  out  Saturday,  2eth,  at  seven  o'clock.  The 
toad  sandy  from  the  rivet  ten  miles.  Gated  there ;  found  the  road  wet  seven  miles,  to 
Kimball's,  where  we  again  oated.  Dined  atMansfleld.at  Mr.  £phTalmRollnB'i,aChris- 
tiau  friend,  seven  miles.  The  road  bad,  and  from  hence,  six  miles,  to  Mr.  Snow's 
ttvem  in  Westford,  where  we  fed.  Were  hailed  by  Mr.  Welch  on  our  way,  and  invited 
to  tarry  and  spend  tbe  Sabbath;  but  we  meant  to  reach  Capt.  Bowles's,  which  Is  six  miles 
from  Snow's,  where  we  arrived  In  the  evening,  much  fatigued.  Mrs.  Bowles  brought 
forth  a  son  this  night. 

Lord'*  Day,  Sept.  26tA.  In  company  with  Capt.  Bowles,  went  to  Woodstock  to  Elder 
Ledoyt's  meeting.  Preached  in  the  afternoon.  Theandlencesolemn  and  affected.  The 
day  belDgvery  rainy,  tarried  all  night,  and  thereby  disappointed  a  number  who  had 
assembled  for  meeting  at  Capt.  Bowles's.  Heard  from  Mr.  Ledoyt  a  pleasing  account  of 
theii  Journey  Into  the  northern  parts  last  spring,  and  of  tbe  remarkable  spread  of  the 
Ooipet  and  of  the  work  of  Ood  in  various  potts.  Monday,  3^t.  2TtA.  Set  out  in  company 
with  the  Elder.  Found  Mrs.  Bowles  better.  At  tan  o'clock  proceeded  to  Jeremiah 
Brown's,  three  mites,  dined,  and  reached  Ht.  Tburber's  before  night,  Bve  miles.  Were 
visited  by  several  friends.  Tarried  tbe  night,  and  on  Tuesday  to  dine ;  then  reached 
Capt.  Corliss's,  six  miles.  The  Indian  com  but  IndifTeient  through  these  parts,  but  apples 
plenty.  Throughout  our  whole  Journey  the  earth  remarkably  well  clothed  with  grass. 
Visited  Jno.  Jones's  family  in  tbe  evening.  Wednesday,  S^t.  29tA.  In  the  morning  set 
ont  for  Mr.  John  Brown's  in  Gloucester,  twelve  miles,  where  we  dined.  Beached  Prov- 
idence at  six  o'clock,  the  road  better  than  usual;  being  Just  Ave  months  to  an  hour 
abaentfrom  home,  and  hBvlngexperleQcedthe  abundantgooduessof  Ood  in  the  Jour- 
ney, in  that  we  bad  never  been  molested  by  ill-disposed  persons,  nor  maimed  by  the 
extremely  bad  roads  and  dangerous  mountains  over  which  we  passed.  May  the  Lord 
Bit  our  hearts  with  true  thankfulness  for  his  abundant  mercies  through  our  whole  lite, 
and  enable  us  to  devote  to  his  service  lives  which  have  been  peculiarly  his  care  I 


,,Google 


CHAPTER   X. 

1TS0-1TS3. 

Heettng  ot  ths  Corponittou  iu  ITSO  — College  Inatraetion  reTtved— Manning's  pcne- 
verance  —  Second  interraptloD  —  Iietter  of  introduction  for  Dr.  Drowns  — Meeting 
o[  the  Corporation  In  1782  — Beaolotlon  to  applyto  Congreas  for  damage*  dons  to 
the  College  edifloe  dniiog  the  war  — Petition  aUo  to  the  General  Auembl?  —  Fliat 
meeting  of  the  Warren  Association  in  Piovldence  — IlluBtratlon  of  the  eflortBmide 
by  our  fathers  Co  educate  and  improve  the  "  rising  generation  "  —  Manning  a  dele- 
gate Co  the  Philadelphia  Asaoclatlon  — Letter  from  Blchard  Lemmon  illuttraUng 
Manning's  pecuniary  straits  —  Letter  to  David  Howell  — Five  per  cent.  impost- 
Letter  to  Benjamin  WalUn  —  Brief  view  of  the  Bellgiona  Conditloa  of  the  Country— 
Pnblic  exerciaet  ot  Commencement  resumed  —  Hannlng'a  pnrpose  to  proceed  to 
England  to  solicit  tunde  toi  the  College- His  memorial  to  the  Corporation  on  thit 
subject  — Second  letter  to  David  Howell,  giving  an  acconnt  of  Commencement  sad 
ot  the  proceedings  ot  the  Corporation  —  Diary  ot  Heiekiah  Smith- PetitioD  to  th« 
King  ot  France  tor  his  patronage  of  the  College,  together  with  accompanying  letter 
—  Sketch  ot  Di.  Benjamin  Waterhouee  —  Letter  from  Tbomat  JeCFerson  In  regard  to 
the  atoresald  petition  to  the  King  — Extracts  from  a  Digest  ot  the  College  Laws  by 
President  Manning- Manning's  ideas  of  college  government  and discipline-Lettei 
to  Henry  Eane,  of  London  —  Letter  to  John  Byland  —  Influence  of  the  Coliege  in 
favor  of  civil  and  religions  liberty  —  Letter  to  Manning  trom  Dr.  Stennett  — 
Anecdote  of  Thomas  MoUet,  B»q.,  respecting  George  Washington  —  Beply  to  Dr. 
Stennett,  giving  a  history  of  the  times  during  the  war;  John  Murray;  Jemima 
Wilkinson;  The  "Elect  Lady";  increase  ot  religious  toleration  In  New  Bngland; 
calamities  at  the  war;  condition  of  the  College;  its  influence  in  promoting  Baptist 
sentiments;  character  ot  Its  library ;  plan  for  an  Education  Society,  etc.  — Origlnof 
th«  Rhode  Island  Baptist  Education  Society- Letter  to  Dr.  Thomas  Llewelyn, 
urging  him  to  endow  the  College,  and  thus  give  it  his  name,  according  to  a  proTision 
of  the  Charter-Extract  from  an  address  of  the  Warren  Association  pertaining  to 
education,  and  especially  to  the  College  —  Deflnite  treaty  of  peace  — Thanksgiring 
service. 

In  the  Providence  Q-azette  for  the  year  1780,  we  find  the  following 
notice :  — 

The  members  of  the  Corporation  ot  Ehode  Island  College  are  earnestly  requested 
to  meet  on  Friday,  the  6th  of  May  next,  at  nine  o'clock  a.  k.,  at  the  College  Hall,  to 
transact  business  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  lastttutlou,  which  will  then  come 
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b«tore  them.    It  la  not  doubted  but  that  «vety  gentlemen  who  hw  the  weUsre  of  the 
8«miituT  at  heart  will  attend  U  poaalble. 

Stbthkh  HorKiHa,  ChancM/r. 

Jajhi  MAmmra,  Prettdent. 

Jabiz  Bowxr, 

Thokab  Etkbs. 
FBOvifiBMca,  April  28,  ITSO. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Corponitioii,  held  agreeably  to  the  foregoing 
advertJBement,  there  were  present,  of  the  Fellows,  the  President,  Hon. 
Jabez  Bowen,  Dr.  Thomas  Eyres,  and  David  Howell ;  of  the  Tmsteea, 
Chancellor  Hopkins,  Henry  Ward,  Nicholas  Brown,  Joseph  Rusaell, 
Daniel  Cahonn,  William  Russell,  Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke,  Joseph  Brown, 
John  Jenokeu,  and  John  Brown. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  appears  to  have  been  the  revival  of  Col- 
lege instruction,  with  a  view  to  the  commencement  of  the  exercises, 
which,  since  December,  1776,  had  been  suspended.  President  Manning 
presented  a  proposal,  stating  on  what  terms  he  would  instruct  such 
youth  as  might  apply  to  him  for  this  purpose.  The  proposal  received 
the  approval  of  the  Corporation,  and  he  waa  accordingly,  in -the  lan- 
guage of  the  record,  "ordered  to  begin."  In  consideration  of  the 
times,  and  the  great  scarcity  of  money,  his  salary,  which  had  formerly 
been  £100,  was  fixed  at  £60,  or  $200.  Few  persons,  like  Manning, 
would  have  had  the  courage  and  perseverance  to  revive  and  carry  on 
the  instruction  of  the'  College,  amid  the  uncertainties  of  the  war,  the 
general  poverty  and  distress  that  filled  the  land,  and  the  despondency 
and  gloom  into  which  the  nation,  at  this  period  was  plunged.  In  this 
instance  we  have  an  illustration  of  his  peculiar  fitness  to  lead  in  an 
enterprise,  which,  e^hteen  years  before,  his  friends  at  Philadelphia 
had  intrusted  to  his  hands. 

The  danu^  done  to  the  College  Building  by  the  American  troops, 
necessitated  a  heavy  outlay  for  repairs,  for  which  the  Corporation  sought 
remuneration  from  the  Continental  Congress.  The  following  appears 
as  a  part  of  the  records  of  this  special  meeting :  — 

^Mdhxd,  That  application  be  madetoth«  OensTal  Aaaembty  to  lorward  a  memorial 
from  tblB  Corporation  to  the  Contln«iital  CongieHs ;  and  that  notiflcatloD  ol  thla  their 
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IntenttoD  b«  giTen  to  the  AMemblj ;  and  that  the  Honorable  the  Chancellor,  the  B«r. 
erend  the  President,  the  Honorable  Jabez  Bowen,  and  General  Jamaa  Mitchel  Titbbii 
be  a  committee  to  draw  aold  memorial. 

At  a  subsequent  meetiiig  held  in  September,  1782,  it  was 

Saolotd,  That  Joseph  Brown,  Henr;  Ward,  William  BnaBoll,  and  Ebeneier  Thomp- 
■on,  Eequlrea,  be  a  committee  tc  draft  a  petition  to  the  Conttnentol  Congress,  staUiig 
the  account  for  rents  due,  and  damage  done  the  College  edifice  dnring  Its  occnpancj  bj 
the  American  forces,  and  the  troops  ot  his  most  Christian  Majesty ;  that  they  ropoTt  tbe 
same  to  the  Chancellor  and  the  President ;  and  that  on  their  approbation  ol  it,  tbef  sign 
the  aald  petition  in  behalf  ol  this  Corporation,  and  forward  it,  together  with  the  formBr 
petition,  which  was  prepared  some  time  past  by  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Arnold,  Esq. ;  and 
the  delegates  in  Congress  for  the  State  ot  Khode  Island,  are  reqnested  to  use  thsir 
influence  to  get  the  same  granted. 

Anticipating  our  narrative,  we  may  here  state,  that  aftet  repeated 
and  fruitless  applications  to  Congress  for  remuneration  on  account  ot 
damages  and  loss  of  rent,  an  act  was  finally  passed  by  the  United  States 
government,  April  16, 1800,  entitled, 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  BELIEF  OP    THE    COBPOBATION    OF    RHODE  IBLAKI> 

COLLEGE. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  be,  and  they  are  berebf 
authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  claims  of  the  Corporation  ot  Rhode 
Island  College,  for  compensation  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  edifice  ot  said  College, 
and  tor  injuries  done  to  the  same,  from  the  tenth  day  of  Decemtrar,  one  thousand  seveu 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  by  the  troops  ol  the  United  States;  and  that  the  enm  which  msy  b« 
found  due  to  the  said  Corporation  for  damages  done  to  and  occupation  ot  tb«  sftid  ' 
edifice  as  aforesaid,  be  paid  them  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otberrlM 
appropriated. 

How  much  compensation  the  Corporation  thus  received  we  are  not 
informed.  Dr.  Benedict  in.  bis  history  states  it  to  have  been  two  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  act,  it  will  be  observed,  makes  no  mention  of  compen- 
sation for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  edifice  by  the  French  troops, 
from  June  25,  1780,  until  May  27,  1782. 
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"President  Manning,"  aays  Backus,  "now  eng^ed  again  ia  the 
work  of  education.  But  further  interruptions  were  in  store  for  him. 
On  the  25th  of  June,  1780,  while  he  was  preaching  at  the  church,  it 
being  Sunday,  the  College  edifice  was  a  second  time  seized,  by  the  order 
of  the  council  of  war,  for  a  hospital  for  the  French  troops,  who  held  it 
until  May  27th,  1782."     The  records  read  as  follows : 

As  the  College  edifice  wu  taken  tor  the  uBe  of  barracks  and  an  hospital  lor  the 
Ameiican  arm;,  and  contlnaed  to  be  so  occupied  by  them,  and  the  troops  of  France, 
from  Deo.  ITth,  ITTG,  until  June,  1T83,  the  course  of  education  tn  the  College,  and  the 
regular  meetings  of  the  Corporation  were  In  a  great  measure  Interrupted  during  that 
|>«rlod.  This  will  account  for  the  imperfect  minutes  of  transactions  relative  to  the  Col- 
lege daring  that  spaoe  of  time. 

The  following  letter  may  be  introduced  here :  — 

7b  Mr.  Jantniah  itannlng,  at  BonAam  Toon,  Tienr  Brunswick,  and  mg  oVitr  friend*  and 
aequainianBU  <n  Jenay  and  Panruylvajtia  :  — 
OBMTL.KMm:  — The  bearer  oltlLiB  Is  Doct.  Solomon  Drowne,  ofthetownof  FroTldenoe, 
of  a  very  reputable  family  here,  educated  in  Rhode  Island  College,  and  regularly  bred 
to  the  practice  of  Physic  in  thta  town,  after  which  be  went  through  the  lectures,  etc.,  at 
Philadelphia.  I  esteem  him  a  youth  of  good  abilities,  and  master  of  his  business.  An 
exceedtug  great  degree  of  modesty  and  diffidence  would  probably  be  a  disadvantage  to 
him  among  strangers,  were  not  his  character  known.  He,  at  my  instance,  has  had 
thought  of  attempting  a  settlement  in  some  part  ol  the  Jerseys,  should  the  prospect  be 
flattering.  From  a  long  acqnalntance  with  him  I  esteem  Mm  an  honest,  sensible, 
worthy  man,  and  as  such  can  recommend  him  to  my  friends. 

The  neit  meeting  of  the  Corporation  was  held  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1782,  and  was  fully  attended.  Of  the  Fellows  there  were 
present,  besides  the  President,  Hon.  Joshua  Babcock,  of  Westerly ; 
Hon.  Jabez  Bowen,  of  Providence ;  Rev,  Samuel  Stillman,  of  Boston ; 
Rev.  Hezekitth  Smith,  of  Haverhill ;  and  Doct.  Thomas  Eyres,  of  New- 
port. Of  the  Trustees,  there  were  present,  among  othera,  Chancellor 
Hopkins ;  tiie  three  Browns  —  Nicholas,  Joseph,  and  John ;  Hon. 
Nicholas  Cooke,  the  "War  Govemor;"  John  Jenckes,  a  son  of  Judge 
Jenckes,  whom  Manning  had  seven  years  before  baptized ;  and  Rev. 
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baac  Backxis.  Rev.  William  Rogei«,  the  "  first  student  of  the  Col- 
lege," was  also  piesent,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  (Hon. 
David  Howell),  was  appointed  to  act  as  Secretary  pro  tern.  It  ia  inte> 
estiug  an  a  record  of  the  past,  to  note  some  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Corporation  at  this  annual  meeting.  The  following  yoong  gentiemen, 
who,  amid  all  the  embarrassments  of  the  College,  had  prosecuted  and 
completed  their  course  of  studies  under  President  Manning,  were,  aft«r 
due  examination,  "approved  and  admitted"  as  "candidates  for  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,"  viz. :  Obadiah  Brown,  Joseph  Jenckes, 
Alexander  Jones,  and  William  McClellan.  John  Morley  Green,  Sam- 
uel Snow,  and  Doct.  Leri  Wlieaton,  students  in  the  Junior  class  at  the 
time  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  College  by  the  war,  were  also  admitted 
to  the  same  degree.  Of  this  number,  Green  and  Snow  had  seired  with 
credit  in  the  army.  Wbeaton,  who  died  in  1851,  was  made  a  trustee 
during  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Maxcy.  In  1815  he  was  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  He  was  distingnished, 
says  one  who  knew  b?m  well,  for  his  learning  and  skill  as  a  physiciaOi 
and  for  his  taflte  and  varied  acqiiirementa  in  literature.  A  committee 
appointed  to  revise  the  Charter,  made  the  following  report,  which  n-as 
adopted :  — 

To    THK    CklRPOKATIOH    OF  TEX    COLLEOX,    OR    TJHITKBBITT,    IK    THE    STATB    OF  RHODI 
ISLAKS  AND  PKOTIDBHCB  Fl.AIfTATIOI(B : 

The  United  States  of  Ameilcs  In  Coagieaa  assembled,  and  the  I/eglalatnn  at  tht 
oforeaaid  State,  having  by  the  most  solemn  acts,  renounced  allegiance  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  tbe  following  form  of  engage 
ment,  to  be  admlnlHtered  to  the  otBcers  of  the  Corporation  in  the  room  ol  '^° 
oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  b;the  Charter,  to  wit:  — You  -—  being  elected  s  — 
of  the  College,  or  University,  in  the  State  of  Bhode  Inland  and  Providence  FUntsDolXr 
do  solemnly  engage  that  yon  will  faithfully  execute  the  said  ofRce,  agreeably  to*^' 
Charter  of  the  said  College,  or  University,  to  the  best  of  yoor  Jadgment  or  ability. 

We  also  report,  as  our  opinion,  that  the  Corporation  repoit  the  neceialty  ot  Ibli 
alteration  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  lequeit  their  approbation  o(  the  meuni^i 
and  their  aitablishment  in  future,  ot  the  present  form,  or  such  other  aatbeyiballttUnl' 
fit  to  subatitnta;— and  also  to  request  the  amendment  ot  that  clause  in  tbs  Chatt<r> 
which  prohibits  the  Corporation  from  making  any  law,  ot  order,  contrary  to  the  kU 
of  the  British  Parliament. 
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A  committee  was  appointed  to  break  the  old  seal  of  the  College, 
which  had  the  busts  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  to  agree 
upon  a  new  seal,  with  suitable  devices,  to  be  made  of  silver,  and  to 
report  its  proceedings  to  the  Corporation.  President  Manning's 
account  for  salary  from  May  5,  1780,  at  X60  per  annum,  was  allowed. 
It  was  also  voted  that  the  College  Library,  which  had  been  in  the 
keeping  of  the  Rev.  William  Williame,  at  Wrentham,  during  the  war, 
should  be  at  once  brought  into  town,  that  it  might  be  used  by  the  stu- 
dents as  formerly. 

"At  this  meeting  of  the  Corporation,"  says  the  chronicler,  "the 
deploraUe  situation  of  the  Seminaiy  was  partieviarly  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  whereupon  it  was  resolved  that  the  edifice,  which  had 
been  long  occupied  as  a  barrack  and  a  hospital  by  the  American  and 
French  troops,  should  be  directly  repaired ;  and  ample  provision  was 
made  for  the  immediate  instmctioa  of  youth  in  all  the  branches  of 
polite  and  useful  literature." 

The  records  read  as  follows  :  — 

Rembxd,  That  a  Bubacilption  b«  opeosd  for  Tsising  not  exceeding  £SO0  for  the  sole 
parpose  of  repairing  the  CoUege  edifice ;  and  that  the  money  ho  HntMcribed,  be  repaid 
with  intereat  oat  of  the  Bntt  money  raised  by  the  Corporation;  and  Joseph  Brown, 
Baqnire,  Is  hereby  appointed  and  authorised  to  receive  the  said  money,  lay  out  the 
■ame  for  the  purpose  Intended,  aa  to  him  shall  seem  best,  and  render  an  account  of  his 
proceedings  to  this  Corporation. 

The  following  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  is  copied  from  a 
rough  draft  on  iUe,  in  the  handwriting  of  President  Manning.  No  date 
is  found  ou  the  document,  but  the  facts  stated  indicate  that  it  was  pre- 
pared a  few  weeks  before  this  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation.  It 
will  repay  perusal.  The  friends  of  the  College  might  well  object  to  the 
edifice  being  put  to  such  uses  as  are  here  set  forth  in  graphic  detail :  — 

Tbe  PcrrttoH  or  thk  mbkbers  op  tbb  CoaroKATtoM  or  Rhode  Island  Coujob, 


That  the  College  edifice  was  first  token  in  December,  ITTfi,  for  tbe  nee  of  barracks 
Kn<l  >n  hospital  for  the  American  troops,  and  retained  lor  that  use  notU  the  fall  before 
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theBTTival  of  his  moit  CbrlBtlui  Majesty'i  fleeta  and  armies  In  this  State;— Uiit,b; 
our  direction,  the  President  resumed  the  course  of  education  in  tald  Colle^,  and  look 
possession  of  the  edifice  on  the  10th  of  Hay,  ITSOj  and  continued  so  to  occupy  it  until 
the  authority  of  this  State,  in  a  short  time  after,  granted  it  to  the  French  army  s«  tn 
hospital,  who  continued  to  hold  and  use  it  tor  said  purpose  until  the  lutireski  vli«n 
the  Commissary  of  War  of  the  French  army  delivered  it  up,  with  the  keys,  to  bli 
Honor  the  Deputy  OoTemor;  they  having  previously  permitted  the  ofBcen  of  tbt 
French  ships  in  this  State  to  place  their  sick  in  It,  who  still  continue  there  ;~thsithB 
bnllding  was  in  good  repair,  and  occupied  by  upwards  of  thirty  students  when  flnl 
token  for  the  public  service;  —  that  great  injury  hath  been  done  to  every  pwt  of  it 
since  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Corporation )  especially  by  two  buildings  adjoining 
it,  one  an  house  of  offal  at  the  north  end,  with  a  vault  fifteen  feet  deep  tinder  It,  baling 
broken  down  the  wall  of  the  College  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  invalids  from  the 
edlflce  Into  It,  from  which  addition  the  intolerable  stench  renders  all  the  Dortbtm 
part  uninhabitable ;  and  the  other  an  horse  stable,  built  from  the  east  projection  to 
the  north  end,  by  which  the  house  is  greatly  weakened ;  many  of  the  windowi  uc 
also  taken  entirely  out  of  the  house,  and  others  so  broken,  as  well  as  the  slats  on  the 
root,  that  the  storms  naturally  beat  into  It,  As  your  Honors  must  be  seonble.  tbt 
Interests  of  literature  In  this  State  must  generally  suffer,  as  well  as  the  building 
erected  for  its  promotion;  and  the  Corporation  conceiving  that  there  uuinot  betht 
shadow  of  a  reason  tor  detaining  any  longer  the  College  edifice  from  them,  who  no* 
want  to  apply  it  immediately  to  the  uses  for  which  it  was  erected,  do  request  the 
Legislatnre  to  deliver  them  the  house,  and  order  all  their  buildings  taken  down  snd 
removed  from  the  College  lots,  such  repairs  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  be  made  st 
the  public  expense ;  and  to  pass  an  order  that  it  shall  not  again  be  appropriated  s*  an 
hospital  or  for  barracks.    And  your  petitioners,  as  In  dnty  bound,  will  ever  pisy. 

The  week  following  the  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  Tnesday, 
Sept.  10,  1T82,  the  Warren  Association  convened  for  the  first  time  in 
Proridence.  Fifteen  years  had  now  elapsed  since  its  organization  at 
Warren,  and  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  Manning  and  others,  the 
parent  church  of  the  denomination  had,  daring  this  period,  withheld 
its  co-operation  as  a  hodj,  and  refused  to  join  the  new  organization. 
The  opposition  of  many  of  its  members  to  singing  in  puhlic  worship, 
and  their  adherence  to  the  doctrine  of  Laying  on  of  Hands,  were  the 
principal  reasons,  doubtless,  why  it  did  not,  at  an  earlier  day,  coopente 
with  the  neighboring  churches,  in  united  efforts  for  the  public  good. 
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Now  it  had  come  into  hannonious  relations  with  the  Calvinistic  Baptist 
churches  generally,  and  had  invited  the  Aasociation  to  meet  within  the 
walls  of  its  HpaciouB  and  elegant  house  of  worship. 

Among  the  ftimiliar  names  recorded  as  present,  in  the  minutes  of 
this  memorahle  meeting,  we  notice  besides  Manning,  Isaac  Backus  and 
Ebenezer  Hinds  of  Middleborough,  Noah  Alden  of  Bellingham,  Rial  Le 
Doyt  of  Woodstock,  Job  Seamans  of  Attleborough,  William  Williams 
of  Wrentham,  Samuel  Stillman  of  Boston,  and  Hezekiah  Smith  of 
Haverhill.  Mr.  Smith  presided  as  moderator,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Gair 
of  Medfield  acted  as  clerk.  The  opening  sermon  was  preached  hy 
Stillman.  At  the  close  of  the  first  day's  session,  the  Association 
adjourned  to  five  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  in  order  to  spend  some 
time  in  prayer,  "previous  to  attending  on  business,  on  acconut  of  the 
affecting  drought."  This  shows  the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which 
the  deleg*ates  engaged  in  their  work,  rising  up  early,  and  spending  an 
hour  before  breakfast  in  special  prayer  and  supplication. 

The  following  extract  from  the  printed  minutes  shows  that  the 
College  was  uppermost  in  the  thoughts  of  the  brethren,  and  that  in 
all  their  deliberations  for  "the  good  of  the  churches"  they  had  in 
mind  an  institution  founded  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  for  the 
denomination  at  lai^e  an  educated  ministry :  — 

Tbe  Asaoclstloii,  Itoid  a  repreasotation  made  to  them,  by  the  Corporation  of  the 
College  Id  ProWdenee,  o(  the  low  state  of  the  funds  of  eald  College,  and  the  nrgent 
neceesitj  of  Increasing  them  in  order  to  support  suitable  Instnictora  therein,  and  from 
an  idea  of  the  great  importance  of  good  education,  have  taken  into  consideration,  as  the 
most  probable  method  to  accomplish  this  valuable  end,  the  recommendation  of  a  snb- 
Bcrlptlon  throughout  all  the  Baptist  societies  on  this  continent,  as  well  ae  to  all  the 
friends  of  literature  ol  every  denomination. 

Our  fathers  were  wise  master-buildeie  in  their  day,  laying  the 
foundations  for  spiritual  growth  and  development  broad  and  deep,  as 
another  extract  from  the  minutes  shows  :  — 

As  tbe  instruction  and  morale  of  the  rising  generation  are  objects  of  very  great 
importance,  Vottd,  That  a  speliing-book,  containing  a  good  English  gratamar  and  the 


,,Google 


340  BROWS  UNIVEESITT  Chap.  X. 

Baptist  catechiiDi,  be  pnblisbed ;  and  Bldar  Fostei  is  dealied  to  proparo  »ald  book  for 
tlie  prass,  in  conjunction  with  President  Manning,  Elders  Backas,  StilLman,  and  Skill- 
man,  to  be  presented  at  our  next  annual  meeting  tor  examination ;  and  in  the  interim, 
for  the  enconragement  ot  this  undeitaklng,  It  is  recommended  to  the  chnrcbe*  to  niat 
by  Bubflcription  what  moneys  they  can,  and  send  the  same  to  the  AaBOdstion  next 
year. 

The  movers  in  this  matter  were  familiar,  of  course,  with  the  well- 
knowu  New  EDgland  Primer.  Their  intentions  are  very  evident,  but 
there  seems  to  have  been  a  difficulty  in  carrying  them  into  effect.  The 
next  year  a  new  committee  was  appointed,  of  which  Mr.  Solomon 
Howe  was  a  member.  Mr.  Howe  reported  in  1784,  "  that  he  had  pre- 
pared a  spelling-book  and  catechism,  which  the  Association  voted  to 
recommend,  after  it  had  been  examined  by  competent  and  skilful 
hands."  Whether  the  work  was  ever  published,  and,  if  so,  where  a 
copy  can  now  be  found,  are  matters  of  interest  to  the  antiquary,  as  well 
as  the  bibliogi-apher. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Association  was  held  on  the 
22d  of  October  following.  President  Manning  attended  Uus  meeting 
as  a  delegate  from  the  Warren  Association.  The  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  Richard  Lemmon,  dat«d  Baltimore,  Nov.  11, 1782,  and 
directed  to  the  Hon.  Robert  Carter,  has  reference  to  this  meeting,  and 
will  be  read  with  interest.  It  shows  the  pecuniary  straits  to  which 
Maunii^  was  reduced  in  conseqaence  of  the  times  :  — 

Bev.  Mt.  Hannlag,  Baptist  minister,  and  President  of  the  College  ot  Rhode  Island. 
otherwise  Providence,  Id  New  England,  watted  on  the  Assoolation,  and  inlonned  tlism 
ot  the  state  ot  the  Seminary.  He  has  been  for  ten  years  and  upwards  father  to  that 
College,  and  at  so  low  ft  salary,  that  were  it  not  for  the  economy  of  his  wife  he  caald  not 
live.  It  was  getting  into  repute  before  the  war,  and  likely  to  make  a  Sgure,  as  a  good 
many  youth  were  brougbt  up  there  who  have  cut  a  figure,  both  In  the  ministi;  and 
otherwise.  The  funds  ate  very  low  at  present,  so  that  they  are  not  able  to  keep  tbc 
necessary  tutors.  The  President  is  obliged  to  teach  three  classes  himself,  and  at  so  low 
a  salary  as  eight/  ponnds  per  annum.  The  Baptist  churches  are  solicited  for  donstioni 
to  enftble  him  to  commence  the  College.  As  wehaveonly  one  Baptist  institution  on  tbt 
continent,  we  ahonld  wish  to  encourage  it.  I  called  on  the  Hon.  John  Evani  ui<l 
informed  him  o(  the  state  of  affairs  aa  Bb07e.    He  will  do  all  be  can  In  the  ohnreta  he 
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iMlongs  to,  and  I  will  here.  T  bope  you  will  give  your  Ictendly  aaaiatuice  od  your  p»rt. 
A  amBlI  contribution  (rom  eacb  congreg&Cion  would  do,  I  enclose  yon  ttie  MiDal«i  of 
the  Waneu  AsvocUtioii,  held  in  Rhode  lalMid, 

To  bis  early  associate  in  the  iastruction  of  the  College,  Manning 
thus  writes : — 

PftOviDEHca,  Hov.  19,1TS2. 

To  THK  HOHOBABLB  DATO)  HOWKU,, 

Dm.iiu.tb  in  Conokbss; 

Sm:  —This  will  come  to  hand  too  lAte  to  Announce  to  you  the  good  news  concerning 
the  fate  of  five  percent.'  This  was  forwarded  before  I  reached  here;  hut  my  letter  may 
B«rTe  to  congratnlate  you  on  the  Important  event.  Yon  will  not  think  strange  that  I 
have  been  at  home  twelve  days  and  have  never  attempted  to  write  until  now,  when  I 
inform  yon  that  eight  days  before  I  reached  here  I  was  seized  with  a  severe  fever,  with 
which  I  travelled,  thongh  in  great  distress,  near  two  hundred  miles,  and  of  which  I  have 
be«u  everstnce  conflned.    Though  it  has  in  a  measure  left  me,  yetl  am  still  very  weak. 

On  my  arrival,  I  sent  and  delivered  your  letters  and  those  of  Dr.  Arnold,  desiring 
ICra.  Howell,  by  Jeremiah,  to  come  and  see  me,  as  I  could  not  go  to  her,  which  she 
would  have  done,  but  the  French  army  are  here,  encamped  on  the  lands  of  Jeremiah 
Dexter,  and  those  of  his  brother's  balrs.  The  town  is  full  of  officers,  and  she  Is  crowded 
with  them  as  well  as  others.  The  family,  however,  are  all  well.  I  fonnd  my  family 
woll.  and  am  told  that  the  town  is  healthy  in  general.  I  am  exceeding  sorry  that  the 
comtnittea  appointed  to  prepare  and  forward  the  papers  relative  to  the  College,  have 

1  The  "  Five  pet  cent.  Impost,"  as  It  was  called,  was  dafeated  In  the  Oeneral  Auembly  by  a  vote 
taken  Nov.  1,  1TS2.  Fltty-three  of  the  alxty^lght  numbers  voted  against  It.  Throngb  Lack  of 
(Onda  to  carrj  on  the  gOTcrmuaut,  the  utter  dlMOlatlon  of  the  CoufederatioD  had  seemed  Immi- 
nent. On  tbesdof  Fsbmar]',  ITSl,  Congress  had  recommendsd  to  the  States  to  grant  It  the  power  to 
lay  an  Impost  of  fl>e  percent.,  and  bf  the  articles  of  coafederaCiOD  each  State  most  agree  to  Its 
adaption.  All  bat  Georgia  and  Hhode  Island  granted  tbe  potter ;  ttte  former  neier  acted  on  the 
recommendation,  but  the  latter,  throngb  tbe  Influence  perbaps  of  Jndge  Howell,  utterly  refused  to 
■aaetlon  It.  Appaala  were  dispatched  from  CoagroBa.  and  finally  a  committee  was  raised  to  come 
In  person  to  Rhode  Island,  bat  at  this  juncture  Virginia  repealed  her  assent.  The  Impost  question 
oonllnned  a  bone  of  contention  until  the  adoption  ot  the  CoastUutlon ;  and  the  feeling  against 
Howell  and  Rhode  Island  was  bitter.  Hence  Manning's  allusion  to  tbe  subject  In  tbe  beginning  of 
tbla  letter.  The  objection  to  the  Impost  duty  on  the  part  of  Rhode  Island  appears  to  have  been  In 
tbe  main,  that  It  would  Interfere  with  ber  Ideas  of  State  rlgbta.  In  one  of  his  argnmenti  In  Con- 
greaa  Jndge  BoweU  remarked:  "  Onr  State  has  been  Invaded  and  plundered,  our  towns  have  been 
partially  burnt  and  partly  torn  down,  and  oar  navigallan  has  been  reduced  to  a  very  low  ebb  i  H> 
that  out  of  the  ancient  and  once  wealthy  town  of  Newport,  which  In  17T4  sent  to  sea  nearly  one 
bnndred  and  Dfty  sail,  three  only  were  at  eea  In  Uarch,  1T82.  Wherefore  If  any  enbstantial 
revenue  could  be  derived  from  a  duty  on  trade,  this  beneAtougbt  In  all  right  and  justice,  to  belong 
•olely  and  eicluslTely  to  the  State."    See  SUplea'a  ■■  Rhode  Island  In  the  Continental  Congress." 
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not  yet  done  this.  Joseph  Brown  tells  me  he  baa  done  everything  In  his  paTsi,biit 
Mr.  W&rd  bs8  still  dis&ppolnted  th«iu,  by  one  means  or  other.  When  It  1*111  be  accom- 
plished, I  know  not.  The  edlSce  hui  been  clesned,  and  Is  now  undergoing  repair*.  It 
la  tenable  for  students.  A  steward  has  moved  in,  Mr,  Foster,  A.  tutor  is  also  eDgag«d. 
one  Mr.  Bobbins,  of  Wetherafleld,  who  Is  dally  expected.  Tbe  number  at  stadenta  ia 
very  small  as  yet.  I  still  retain  the  Idea  of  travelling  and  soltcitinK  donatloDi  tor  th« 
College;  and  I  believe  the  Corporation  will  approve  It.  But  whom  shallicegetta 
supply  my  place  In  the  interim,  I  know  not  yet.  I  am  unable  to  attend  even  to  mf 
own  business.  The  active  executor  of  my  father-in-law's  estate.  Dr.  Dayton,  could  not 
collect  any  money  for  Dicky,'  son  of  Richard,  who  came  with  me,  before  I  came  amy, 
but  expected  to  get  some  before  you  return.  I  have  desired  him  to  have  It  in  readlneu 
by  the  middle  of  December,  and  left  at  my  mamma's,  and  informed  htm  that  I  eipcct 
you  to  bring  It.  I  wish  you  to  come  that  way  and  take  it  if  there ;  if  not,  please  to  call 
on  the  Doctor  at  town  for  it  and  bring  it,  and  I  will  cheertnlly  make  good  any  eipeua 
it  may  cause  you. 

Dr.  Bandal  is  now  here,  and  informs  me  that  he  has  written  Dr.  Arnold  bythl* 
conveyance  Inlly  upon  all  matters  relative  to  the  lamily,  etc,  Mrs.  Manning  joint  in 
cordial  respects  to  you  and  the  Doctor,  with,  sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

Javh  MAjnmre. 

P.  S.  — texpect  Sister  Woodrufte  will  be  In  your  city  before  this  reaches  !'>'''  " 
Bhonld  esteem  it  a  portlcnlar  favor  if  you  and  the  Doctor  would  call  to  see  bar  u  fOc 
h»ve  opportunity. 

The  following^  letter,  addressed  to  his  friend  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
WalUn,  of  London,  of  whose  death  he  had  not  been  informed,  presents 
at  thia  time  a  striking  view  of  the  religious  condition  of  New  England 
during  the  war :  — 

New  JuBiv,  May  23, 1783- 
DsAB  Sra: 

I  feel  happy  that  an  intercoorse  ia  again  opened  between  the  two  couutriei,  sfl<'  *" 
eight  years'  interruption  by  a  most  calamitous  war,  and  that  I  can  again  addniu  a 
letter  to  my  much  esteemed  friend  and  father  in  the  ministry,  with  hopes  of  its  reach- 
ing him  before  his  dtsmisaion  from  the  fleld  of  labor.  Three  years  ago  the  past  wiDle'i 
I  received  a  letter  from  you,  accompanied  with  a  small  box  of  books,  a  very  agreesble 
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prosent,  for  which  70U  have  my  most  cocdlalthtuilu.  It  coma  sate,  «xo«pt  the  "Prod- 
igal "  lor  Mr.  StiUmau,  and  your  poetical  compositiou  directed  to  me,  which  were  loet 
by  the  way.  The  rest  were  delivered  as  directed.  Your  view  ol  the  parable  at  the 
pcodlKBl  son  is  to  me  the  most  satlstactory  that  I  have  ever  met  with.  It  has  been 
perused  by  many  here  with  great  pleasure. 

I  have  QBTer  written  to  England  since  the  opportunity  Id  1TT6  by  Mackaness  and 
Shakapeare.  By  youri  to  tne,  as  mentioned  above,  I  find  it  was  received,  and  am 
happy  that  the  short  sketch  given  ol  the  revival  at  Frovidenee,  and  of  the  country 
round,  furnished  an  agreeable  entertainment  tor  my  English  brethren  and  friends. 
Bat  days  of  tribulation  have  sucoaeded  those  bappy  ones.  The  calamities  of  the  war 
fell  heavy  upon  us.  First  a  dispersion  of  our  ohnroh  and  congregation  upon  the 
ooming  of  the  Elng's  army,  which  Is  in  sight  of  my  house.  This  was  Immediately 
followed  by  the  evils  attendant  on  a  garrison,  as  we  became  a  frontier.  The  dreadtal 
effects  of  this  upon  the  morals  of  the  inhabitants  who  remained,  I  need  not  menUon. 
But  what  of  all  things  was  the  most  distressing  to  me,  was  the  lukewarmnesa  of  almost 
all  professors  of  religion,  and  the  total  apostasy  of  many.  The  contagion  became  gen- 
eral. The  places  of  worship  were  almost  abandoned.  Alarm  upon  alarm  destroyed  all 
tranquillity,  and  every  day  and  night  threatened  us  with  that  desolating  devastation 
which  spread  with  such  rapidity  along  our  coasts.  The  College  was  quite  broken  up, 
and  the  edifice  was  occupied  by  a  rude  and  wasting  soldiery,  first  for  barracks,  then  tor 
a  hospital,  until  they  threatened  its  almost  total  demolition. 

But  language  would  fall  to  paint  In  proper  colors  the  horrors  ol  these  days.  About 
this  Ume  one  John  Murray,  oUot  Murphy,  supposed  to  be  a  fugitive  from  justice  in 
Great  Britain,  with  great  address  undertook  to  propagate  the  doctrine  of  universal 
aalvatlon,  as  held  by  a  Mr.  BsUy,  in  his  book  on  Union,  ol  which  Murray  was  a  mere 
retailer.  In  this  work  he  was  too  successful  in  the  towns  and  counties  through  New 
England.  The  avidity  with  which  this  error  was  imbibed  greatly  contributed  to  the 
decline  of  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  to  unsettle  the  minds  of  protesaors.  Soon  ottei 
this,  two  women,  who  pretended  to  a  participation  of  Deity,  set  up  new  kinds  ol  super- 
stition. One  of  them  pretended  to  he  Jesus  Christ  In  the  form  of  a  woman.  In  hsr 
preaching  and  praying  she  considered  herself  as  the  Mediator.  The  other  pretended  to 
pardon  siuB,  and  to  be  at  the  head  of  a  new  dispensation,  of  which  the  form  of  worship 
la  dancing,  turning  round  on  one  toot,  pretending  to  speak  In  unknown  tongues,  etc., 
etc.  She  interdicted  all  Intercourse  between  the  sexes,  so  that  separations  between 
man  and  wife  became  common,  among  those  who  would  attain  to  a  state  of  absolute 
perfection.  The  fruits  of  this  ex-parte  religion  you  will  easily  conjecture.  She,  with 
her  attendants,  came  to  America  from  Liverpool,  or  Ita  vicinity,  about  the  commence- 
ment ol  the  war.  Bnt  what  will  astonish  yon  most  of  all  Is  that  great  multitudes  are 
ensnared  by  these  delusions,  and  follow  their  pernicious  ways. 
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Vel  notwitlistaiidlDg  these  dlscoaraglnK  ciTcumstances,  a  glorioui  retomifttioii  hat 
progressed,  durinK  the  past  three  or  fonr  yesm,  in  many  parts  ol  New  England,  ud 
nboiit  two  thousand  penona  have  in  conseqaence  received  believer's  baptism,  and  seve- 
ral BaptUt  churches  have  been  constltnted.  The  good  effects  of  this  work  are  ;et 
risible.  Several  places  have  been  visited  daring  the  past  year,  and  in  these  the  good 
work  of  grace  still  continues.  Dear  Mr.  Thurston,  ol  Newport,  and  his  people,  have 
hod  a  blessed  shower,  between  thirty  and  forty  ol  their  number  having  lately  been  bap- 
tized. The  attendance  on  public  worship  with  ns  at  Providence  has  of  late  Inspired  me 
with  hopes  ot  better  limes. 

The  College  is  again  revived ;  bnt  our  exhausted  state  will  enable  us  to  mabe  only  a 
partial  repair  of  the  edifice,  and  that  by  borrowing  money.  We  have  been  so  liappy  aa 
to  preserve  our  little  fund  amidst  the  wreck  of  public  credit,  bnt  the  present  exhauiled 
state  of  the  treasury  prevents  our  commanding  the  Interest  when  dne.  The  return  dI 
peace  will,  we  hope,  remedy  this  inconvenience  ere  it  be  of  long  continuance.  Theproi- 
pert  of  students  grows  more  encouraging,  though  at  present  the  number  is  small. 

I  write  this  from  New  Jersey,  whither  I  have  come  ofa  New  York,  tor  the  flratUme 
In  several  years.  Last  Lord's  Day  I  preached  here,  and  expect  to  preach  tor  two  Sab- 
baths to  come.  The  Baptist  meeting-house  is  still  occupied  tor  a  hospital,  and  greatly 
out  of  repair.  The  people  seam  much  disposed  to  hear  the  word,  although  attendance 
at  church  has  long  been  out  ot  vogue  among  them.  Bev.  Messrs.  Miller  and  Stelle,  of 
the  Scotch  Plains  and  Flscataway  churches,  two  eminent  Baptist  ministers,  died  nearly 
two  years  ago.  Their  people  have  not  yet  found  ElUhas  to  take  their  places.  Political 
contentions  have  proved  exceedingly  mlschlevons  in  many  ot  our  chnrchea.  A  spirit 
ot  toleration,  however,  la  vastly  more  prevalent  among  the  Pedobaptista  since  the  war. 
To  this  our  friend  Mr.  Backus,  who  is  well  and  still  active,  has  contributed  much.  I 
feat  I  shall  not  have  time  to  write  by  this  opportunity  to  any  ot  my  English  brethren 
except  yourself,  Ptea«e  to  present  my  best  respects  to  all  inquiring  friends;  for  I 
presume  that  I  have  some  who  will  inquire  for  me.  Let  me  be  favored  with  a  letter  by 
the  first  opportunity.    With  sentiments  ot  the  highest  respect, 

J  AXIS  Max  Nino. 

In  1783  the  public  exercises  of  Commencement  were  resumed,  on 
which  occasion  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman  preached  an  animating  sermon 
from  Luke  xv.  32 :  "  It  was  meet  that  we  should  make  merry  and  be 
glad ;  for  this  thy  brother  was  dead  and  is  alive  again,  and  ^vas  lost  and 
is  found."  No  record  has  been  preserved  of  the  order  of  exercises  on 
this  occasion.     The  Providence  Gazette  says: 
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Aa  BOOD  aa  the  Corporation  had  taken  their  eeats.  the  andlence  i*ere  entertained  nlth 
an  anthem ;  alter  which  the  President  made  a  prater  well  adapted  to  the  occaslOD.  The 
candidates  then  proceeded  to  perform  their  respective  parts,  which  cODBlsted  ol  several 
orations  on  different  snbjects,  and  a  forensic  disputation.  An  oration  was  likewise 
delivered  by  Dr.  James  Mann,  of  Harvard  College. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  Jacob  Campbell, 
George  Tillinghast,  John  Tillinghast,  Othniel  Tyler,  and  William 
Wilkinson.  An  account  of  this  Commencement,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  may  best  be  learned 
from  a  letter  to  Mr.  Howell.  It  will  be  observed  that  Manning  ^;ain 
alludes  to  his  purpose  to  proceed  to  England  to  solicit  funds  for  the 
College.  In  reference  to  this  matter  we  make  the  following  extract  from 
the  records  of  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  held  on  the  27th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1783 :  — 

President  Manning  lidd  before  them  a  memorial  setting  forth  the  smallness  of  the 
College  funds,  and  the  necessity  of  angmentlng  them  to  preserve  the  Institution  from 
diasolntion,  sad  offered  liis  services  to  travel  abroad  to  solicit  donations  tor  augmenting 
them  as  per  memorial  on  file ;  which  being  dnly  considered  by  the  members  present,  it 
was  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  President  to  proceed  to  solicit  donations,  as  soon  as  a 
proper  person  can  befonndto  superintend  the  College  In  his  absence;  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary make  ont  tor  him  proper  credentials,  sealed  with  the  College  seal  and  signed  by  the 
Secretarif. 

The  following  is  the  "memorial,"  to  which  reference  is  here 
made; — 

To  TSB  HOMORABtB  THB  CHASCBLLOR    AND    TRB    MBMBBBS  OT    TUB  Cot.I>EaS  »  P&OVI- 
DBHCB,  COHTBKBD   BT    SPECIAL    RBQOBST    OH    WEDNBBDAT,  THB    2BTK    Or    DBCBMnBtt, 

ITBS; 

Gbhtlbmbh:  — The  present  low  state  of  the  fnods  of  the  College,  and  the  conse- 
quent embarrosBment  of  this  Corporation  In  condactlng  and  advancing  the  Institution, 
»re  matters  of  too  great  notoriety  to  need  elncidatlOD.  Any  plan,  therefore,  which 
renders  an  augmentation  of  them  probable,  I  presume  mast  meet  your  warmest  appro- 
hMion.  The  only  one  which  I  can  conceive  can  at  present  be  adopted  Is,  to  appoint 
some  person,  whom  yon  shall  Judge  qualified,  to  solicit  benetactions  of  whom  and 
wberesoever  he  shall  think  proper,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  endowing  the  College  or 
m^Mng  suitable  provision  lor  tuition  therein,  —  withal  assuring  the  donors  that  the 
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Oorporatlon  liave  pledged  their  faith  that  the  Interest  only  of  the  net  proceedi  ol  the 
monej  so  collected  shall  be  appropriated,  and  that  the  pHnctpal  shall  be  reserved  w  a 
perpetual  fnnd. 

LooUng  around  amongst  the  friends  of  the  CollefCCi  I  on  find  no  one  who  vill 
undertake  this  arduous  serrioe  nnleas  I  do  it  myself ;  and  though,  at  my  time  of  lifs, 
encumbered  as  I  am  with  the  cares  of  a  family,  the  congtegation,  and  the  ColltgBi 
together  with  the  moitiflcations  which  must  unavoidably  attend  the  execQUou,  I  flnd 
It  exceedingly  difficult  to  enter  on  the  design ;  yet  my  strong  attachment  to  the  Intsr- 
este  of  the  College  has  Induced  me,  for  the  want  of  a  more  suitable  persou,  In  the  Ism 
of  every  difficulty  to  offer  my  services,  on  the  following  conditions ;  That  the  Corpo- 
ration  shall,  while  on  this  service,  discharge  me  from  all  duty  in  the  College;  thatthej 
fntalsh  me  with  a  proper  authoriEattou,  and,  oat  of  the  moneys  I  shall  oollect,  pay  m* 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  per  annum,  beeides  defraying  all  mj 
necessary  expenses ;  that  they  allow  me  the  use  of  the  College  estate'  as  when  at  hams, 
and  leave  it  to  my  Judgment  in  what  places  and  how  long  to  pursue  this  objeM-  And 
shonLd  any  difficulty  arise  concerning  taking  the  moneys  out  of  the  governments  vbsre 
collected.  It  shall  be  left  to  my  Judgment  how  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  best  adnetagB 
of  the  Corporation. 

Should  the  above  propositions  be  acceded  to,  as  soon  as  I  can  adjust  my  privits 
concerns  I  engage,  by  divine  permission,  to  begin  and  faithfully  pnnue  the  bnsiiMsa  *• 
long  as  there  Is,  in  my  opinion,  a  prospect  of  Buooeas.  If  It  shonld  be  said  that  the  stste 
of  war  In  which  we  are  involved,  the  desolattons  ol  many  parts  of  the  countty.lbe 
weight  of  taxes,  scarcity  of  money,  and  drought  of  the  last  summer,  all  militate  sg^nit 
this  proposal,  I  freely  grant  the  great  force  of  all  these  arguments ;  but  in  my  optniOD 
matters  are  come  to  a  point,  and  the  question  is  not  whether  there  have  not  been  sod 
may  probably  hereafter  be  more  favorable  times  to  collect  money,  but  whether  the  Col- 
lege can  be  continued  with  any  degree  of  reputation  without  some  speedy  exertions.  1 
confess  I  think  It  cannot,  and  therefore  necessity  Impels  this  measure.  Besides,  the 
Baptist  Association,  held  the  last  fall  In  this  town  and  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  lent 
a  favorable  ear  to  some  proposals  for  augmenting  the  College  revenue  i  but  withal  con- 
cluded that  the  only  method  to  succeed  would  be  tor  me  to  follow  them  by  a  personal 
application.  And  I  conceive  the  only  time  to  obtain  their  money  Is  when  the  peopla 
are  wllIlDg  to  part  with  It,  whatever  difficulty  they  ma;  And  in  obtaining  it.  Thew 
proposals,  however,  are  cheerfully  submitted  to  your  better  Jadgment,  by,  gentlemen, 

Tour  humble  servant, 
Jjum  iSxmitaa. 

1  The  house  occupied  by  lYesldent  "'""'"g,  and  bj  his  sneceuon  Haze;  and  Messar,  and  for  a 
while  by  WaylBud,wu  built  at  the  time  of  tbe  erection  of  nnlvcraltj  Hall.  It  stood  oear  IM 
old  CoIl4«e  pump.  In  trout  of  Manning  Hall.  A  view  of  tbe  house  Is  given  In  the  angraTlM  ■■ 
Oiaptar  IV. 
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This  plan  of  President  Maiming,  which  was  never  carried  into 
effect,  owing  doubtless  to  the  difficulty  in  finding  a  suitable  peison  to 
take  hia  place  in  the  CoUt^ge  and  in  the  church,  is  another  of  the  many 
proo&  of  his  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  inteiests  of  "  religion  and 
sound  learning,"  and  of  his  willingness  to  make  sacrifices  in  behalf  of 
the  Institution  over  which  he  presided.    But  to  the  letter :  — 

PBOvtnKHCi,  Sept.  IS,  1T83. 

To   THK  HOHOBABLB  DATJS  HOWELI., 

Dblxoaix  IK  GoxoBxu: 

Dkar  Sir:  — Lait  nlgbt  Ironght  me  your  IbtotoI  the  ITthnlt.;  by  some  mecns  It 
haa  had  a  long  pMsage.  Am  much  obliged  for  Iha  Intalllgence  yon  communicate.  I 
irlth  yon  hope  out  happy  Coiutitatlon  may  be  preserred  entire,  and  tbat  place-men 
and  pensloifen  may  flgnre  small  nader  It,  whatcTei  raised  hopee  may  have  been  enter- 
tained by  candidates.  I  wish  to  know  the  event  ol  the  examination  yon  mentioned, 
irhich  was  so  lall  of  expectation  on  the  part  of  the  examined.  I  am  glad  to  faeai  that 
yoD  are  so  happy  in  yoni  collaagne.  I  shall  not  be  wanting  In  seconding  yoar  wishes 
with  reapect  to  yonr  son.  He  does  not  make  a  rapid  progreu  In  language,  bat  does 
mnch  better  than  heietotoie.    He  performed  very  well  the  last  public  speaking. 

Onr  pDbllo  Commencement  met  the  highest  i^piobatlDn  of  a  most  nameiona  assem- 
bly.amongit  whom  were  the  high  Consul  o(  France,  the  Count  dal  Yerme  ol  Milan, 
and  ecTeral  English  and  Datch  mercbauta,  who  were  very  liberal  in  their  encomiams 
on  the  performers  and  pertormancee.  It  ie  generally  thoaght,  both  by  the  friends  of 
the  College  and  others,  to  equal  it  not  exceed  any  we  have  ever  had.  And  I  am  happy 
to  Inform  yon  that  it  seems  to  have  Inspired  its  friends  with  new  life.  Mr.  John  Brown 
reqneated  the  Corporation  to  ascertain  the  sum  necessary  to  proeaie  a  complete  philo- 
sophical apparatus  and  library,  and  offered  to  advance,  forthwith,  one-half  the  snm, 
provided  the  Corporation  would  advance,  or  And  ways  uid  means  to  advance,  the  other 
half.  It  was  found  impraotleable  to  ascertain  this  exactly.  He  then  offered  to  equal 
any  sum  they  could  raise.  A  sobsoriptlon  was  Immediately  set  on  foot,  and  pursued 
by  Mr.  Smith  In  the  town  the  snooeedlng  days,  which  amounted  to  better  than  £340; 
and  win,  with  Mr.  John  Brown's,  equal,  II  not  exceed,  £T00  lawful  money.  A  catalogue 
of  the  library  and  apparatus  is  ordered  to  be  made  out  immediately.  If  you  con  assist 
us,  l^  proonring  from  your  Mends  any  la^e  catalogues  of  books,  or  can  youitelf  (nr- 
nish  one  both  of  the  library  and  apparatus,  we  shall  be  happy  to  receive  your  asslst- 
tatem,  a«  soon  as  possible.  Governor  Hopkins,  Joseph  Brown,  Doctors  Waterbonse  and 
Drowne,  Hr.  Btlllman  and  myself  are  appointed  to  this  service ;  and  we  mean  to  have 
them  prepared  as  soon  as  possible. 
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M««8n,  Sclllmaii  and  Watethonae,  with  tbe  FreBldent,  are  appointed  to  draft  in 
addiaaa  and  pstltlon  to  tbe  King  ol  France  lor  his  patronage  o(  tbe  College,  and  a 
donation  similar  to  that  offered  to  Tale  College,  and  forward  it  to  70a  to  OM  toot 
infloence  with  the  Miniiter  of  France  to  get  hli  sanction  of  it,  and  to  point  oDl  tbt 
proper  way  of  acceaa  to  his  most  CfaristlaD  Majesty,  as  »ooa  aa  may  l>e.  And  while  it  la 
preparing  I  am  to  request  you  to  feel  the  pnlae  of  the  Hiniater  relative  to  It,  and  adiiM 
us  accordingly.  Tbia  matter  la  ordered  to  be  kept  a  secret,  and  by  tbe  Corporation,  l«at 
we  should  be  intermpted.  President  Wbeelock,  on  thia  business  (or  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, writes  that  he  la  likely  to  ancceed  equal  to  hla  expectations.  It  was  aUo  voted 
that  Hr.  William  Van  Horn  abonld  solicit  beneCaotiona  to  tbe  southward  of  Pennayi- 
Tania,  the  President  Inthe  Middle  States,  Rer.  Benjamin  Poster  through  Kew  En^and. 
andBev.  William  Rogers  go  on  the  business  to  Earope,  Mr.  Foster  I  tiare  since  Men, 
He  informs  me  that  he  cannot  accept  bia  appointment.  Ht.  Rogers  has  also  Indmited 
••  much  to  me,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  state  of  his  wife's  health,  and  I  am  again  In 
the  question  for  this  setrice.  The  great  objection  to  this  is,  to  have  tbe  College  pro- 
Tided  for  tn  the  interim.  All  agtee,  U  you  should  return  at  tbe  beginning  of  winter, 
and  will  undertake,  that  the  objeotlon  will  be  removed ;  and  I  wish  a  line  fiom  yon  on 
thia  subject  aa  soon  as  possible,  as  it  la  thought  necessary  to  proceed  to  Europe  thia 
tall.  In  short,  we  are  determined  to  make  every  possible  exertion  to  make  the  Collega 
respectable  If  possible.  Dr.  Drowne  la  choaen  Fellow  in  tbe  room  of  Dr.  Babcock ; 
Dr.  Waterhonse'  has  qnallfled  also ;  Weloome  Arnold  is  ohosen  in  the  room  ot  Oover- 
nor  Cook. 

>  Dr.  Beujunln  Waterbooae  ms  cboaen  a  Fellow  of  the  College  lu  ITSl.  Ttiia  gentlamsn.  ufi 
Profeuor  Goddard,  wboae  brief  sketch  of  bim  ve  in  tba  main  qaote.  dlrtlngnlahed  In  tbe  medloa 
history  of  oar  country  u  "the  American  Janner,"  vis  bom  la  Newport,  R.  I.  Hla  Ubv.orlt- 
Inally  a  Presbyterian,  embraced  the  religious  opluloiu  of  tbe  Society  ot  Frlendi.  after  be  bid 
reacbed  matDTsllte;  md  totboee  optnlons  be  romaload  sincerely  attached  till  hU  deuh.u  u 
advanced  ige.  His  son,  to  burrow  hli  own  language,  "  was  bora  and  educated  la  the  prlnelplM 
of  liberal  Quakerism."  He  never,  however,  adopted  the  pecnLlarlties  ot  that  quiet  snd  uefil 
sect,  DOT  was  he  accaacomed  to  anlte  wllb  them  In  their  religious  worship.  Dr.  Witerbome  nerw 
received  a  college  edncation ;  but  few  of  our  countrymen  have  been  more  frequently  bonoted  bf 
distinction!  from  literary  and  scientific  bodlei,  at  boma  and  abroad.  Tbst  hla  early  scadsmlcil 
training  was  not  neglected,  !■  erideut  from  bis  varlona  pabUcatlons,  some  ot  which  erbice  ■ 
familiarity  with  the  learned  languages.  He  wu  a  pupil  ot  the  oelebrated  Dr.  Fotbat«UI,  ot  Loa- 
don,  and  he  subiequently  pursued  bl>  medical  itudlei  at  the  lomoua  schools  of  Edinburgh  ind 
Leyden.  Prom  the  Leyden  school  be  received  the  d^tee  of  Doctor  In  Medlolne.  In  ITSS  hi  Ti> 
appointed  Frofeesor  ot  tbe  Theory  and  Practice  ot  Medicine  in  Hurard  University,  sod  be  ooi- 
tlnued  to  perform  tbe  datiei  of  tbat  chair  (or  tbe  period  ot  nearly  thirty  jears.  Tbla  was  moeg 
the  earliest  medical  schools  established  in  America.  In  1?M  Dr.  Waterhouie  was  elected  Protauw 
of  Hatiiral  History  lu  Rhode  Island  College,  and  while  ocoupyli^  this  cbalr  he  delivered,  la  tat 
State  House  at  Providenoe.  the  first  course  of  leotores  upon  tbat  science  ever  delivered  In  lb* 
United  States.  The  benevolent  and  intrepid  agency  ot  Dr.  Waterbonse  in  iDtroduclag  vacciutloe 
Into  this  coDDtry.  is  too  wsll  known  to  the  public  to  need  mora  thaus  passing  allusion.  He  died  u 
an  advanced  age,  in  tbe  year  W46, 
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Lm(  Tneaday  I  atMnded  tb«  AaBociatlon  at  Cbailton.  Th«  conrentton  waa  large 
kud  uiuiDimoua.  I  dtBOOTsr  a  growing  attachmeat  to  1it«rataie,  though  by  leaaon 
of  th«  drought  laat  y«u,  ate.,  tb«7  bad  not  yM  compiled  with  th«  request  to  ralae 
money  for  the  College,  except  Mr.  Gait,  who  produced  £1S.  Several  more  had  begun, 
and  the  recommendation  ij  atlll  contlnned,  with  some  additional  Btlmulua.  The 
plenteoaB  crop  of  the  present  year,  I  hope,  will  enable  the  well  dlepoaed  to  lend  na 
aome  aselitaace. 

We  have  chosen  the  device  tor  a  aeal.  which  Dr.  Drowne  exhibited,  with  the  altera- 
tion o(  an  enoloied  Instead  of  an  open  temple.  Probably  we  shall  employ  you  to  get  it 
engraved  at  Philadelphia,  if  yoa  will  take  the  trouble,  as  we  expect  It  will  be  your 
winter  reeidence.    The  aubacription  I  mentioned  waa  in  books,  apparatus,  and  money. 

Mra.  Anthony  la  here,  who,  with  Mrs.  Manning,  was  at  your  bouse  yesterday.  They 
Inform  me  your  father  is  there,  In  a  low  state  of  health.  Tour  mamma  Corlis  also  con- 
'Unnes  to  decline.  Hrs,  Manning  preaenta  her  moat  respecttnl  compliments  to  the  hon- 
orablH  delegate,  and  Mrs.  Anthony  rsqaesta  me  to  do  the  same  to  the  old  gentleman. 
She  returned  here  from  Boston  last  Monday.  I  bod  qnlte  forgot  to  tell  you  we  did  not 
take  up  the  consideration  of  our  address  to  Congress  tor  damages,  etc.,  done  the  College. 
We  wish  yon  to  feel  the  pnlss  ot  yonr  acquaintance  relative  thereto;  and  If  there 
should  be  an  opening,  to  give  ns  the  eailieat  advice,  that  we  may  Improve  the  oppor- 
tunity to  apply.    With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  am,  sir. 

Your  very  bumble  servant, 

Jambs  HAimura. 

Iq  this  connection  it  may  be  interesting  to  read  an  extract  from 
Hezekiali  Smith's,  di&iy :  — 

1783.  TuM.,  Stpt.  id.  Te  went  to  Nicholas  Brown's  in  Providence.—  TF«d.,  3tl. 
Attended  the  Commencement.— TAur«.,4IA.  I  met  with  the  CorjMration  ofKhode  Island 
College.— ;W.,S(A.  Watted  upon  a  number  of  gentlemen  by  desire  ot  the  Corporation,  to 
get  subscriptions  tor  a  Pbilosophical  apparatus  and  a  Library  for  tbe  use  ot  the  College. 
The  whole  ot  the  subscriptions  tor  thU  purpose  amounted  to  about  £000  lawful  money. 
— Sab-.ttA.  Preached  in  tbe  forenoon  In  Mr  Snow's  meeting-house  from  Jer.  31:3;  in 
th«  afternoon  In  Mr.  Manning's  meetlng-honse,  from  Eph.  2:13;  and  lu  the  evening  In 
Mr.  Snow's,  from  Bom.  10:  II. 

In  reference  to  tiie  Count  dal  Verme,  to  whom  allusion  is  here 
made,  we  fiud  the  following  anecdote  from  the  Hon.  Asher  Robhins, 
quoted  by  Professor  Goddard,  as  an  illustration  of  the  dignity  and 
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grace  with  which  Dr.  Manning  was  accuBtomed  to  preside  at  the  annual 
Commencement.  "I  recollect,"  he  Bays,  "that  at  one  of  our  Com- 
mencements, a  French  gentleman  of  distinction  (I  think  he  bore  scoie 
title  of  nobility)  was  present.  He  sat  by  Dr.  Waterhouse,  and  was,  I 
think,  introduced  and  presented  by  him.  They  conversed  tc^t^  in 
Latin,  either  as,  being  learned  men,  they  choae  to  converse  in  a  learned 
language,  or  as  the  Frenchman  being  less  perfect  in  English  and  the 
Doctor  in  French,  they  found  it  more  easy  to  converse  in  Latin. 
Struck  with  the  natural  dignity  and  grace,  the  Frenchman  whispered 
to  the  Doctor,  ^Natalit  pr<emdere '  (bom  to  preside) .  I  heard  this  from 
Dr.  Waterhouse  himself  the  next  day." 

In  looking  over  the  records,  we  find  that  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Corporation,  held  on  the  7th  of  January,  1784,  the  address  to  which 
Manning  in  his  letter  to  Howell  refers,  "drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
StiUman  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouse,  was  read  and  approved." 

It  was  also  at  this  meeting  voted,  "That  the  Chancellor,  the  Presi- 
dent, Hon.  Jabez  Bowen,  and  Dr.  Solomon  Drowne,  be  a  committee  to 
draft  a  letter  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  to  accompany  the  address  to 
his  most  Christian  Majesty." 

The  following  is  the  address,  which  we  copy  from  au  original  docn- 
ment  now  on  file  among  the  archives  of  the  University.  The  penman- 
ship  of  the  document  is  remarkably  clear  and  handsome,  and  the 
signatnres  to  it  are  genuine.  Some  slight  verbal  alterations  rendered 
it  necessary  to  prepare  another,  and  hence  this  is  retained.  A  first 
draft,  also,  in  the  handwriting  apparently  of  Dr.  Stillman,  is  on  file. 

Smi :  —  The  Rbode  Island  College,  stndionB  at  promoting  Iltaratnre,  and  ol  diMun- 
inatlag  that  kind  of  knowledge  which  tendeth  to  Impreaathe  mlnda  of  yoath  nndw 
tbeir  direction  with  such  sentimentB  of  benevolence  oa  are  citcumscribed  In  no  iMt 
bounds  than  the  whole  bulk  of  mankind,  look  op  to  your  Majesty,  not  onl;  as  a  friend 
and  promoter  of  such  knowledge,  bat  alio,  like  many  of  yonr  llInstrlonB  ancestors,! 
patron  of  those  arts  which  polish  humanity  and  exalt  our  nMnre. 

With  tbsse  sentiments  we  regaid  the  monarch  of  France,  and  with  all  deference  be( 
leave  to  express  oar  wishes  of  having  a  professor  of  the  French  language  and  history 
in  this  Anr  infant  seminary,— a  thing  w«  ardently  desire,  but  are  nnable  to  occon- 
pUsh. 
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Ignorant  of  the  French  language,  and  aeparated  oa  we  were  hj  more  than  mere  dla- 
twnce  ol  countrlea,  we  too  readllf  Imhlbed  the  prejndloea  ot  the  English,  —  prejndlcea 
wblch  we  hare  lenoanced  since  we  hare  had  a  nearer  view  of  the  brave  army  ot 
France,  who  actually  tnhablWd  this  College  edifice ;  since  which  time  our  youth  seek 
-with  avidity  whatever  can  give  them  Information  respecting  the  character,  genloa,  and 
Inflnenue  ot  a  people  they  have  such  reason  to  admire,  —  a  nation  so  eminently  dlstln* 
gninhed  for  polished  humanity. 

To  satisty  this  laudable  thirst  of  knowledge,  nothing  was  wanting  but  to  enoonrage 
and  diffuse  the  French  language ;  and  that  not  merely  as  the  principal  means  ot  ren- 
dering an  tntetconrse  with  our  brethren  of  France  more  easy  and  beneficial,  but  also 
lor  spreading  fat  and  wide  the  history  ot  the  so  celebrated  race  of  kings,  statesmen, 
pitllosopheta,  poets,  and  benefactors  of  mankind  which  France  has  produced. 

As  no  king  will  be  held  by  us  In  so  lasting  and  so  dear  a  remembrance,  so  there  la 
no  name  we  are  more  desirous  of  repeating  as  the  founder  of  the  French  language  and 
history  In  thU  country  than  your  Majesty's,  and  that  too  as  much  from  gtatltude  to 
7onr  Majesty  as  profit  to  ourselves. 

Pront  the  scarcity  of  French  books,  our  youth  can  at  present  only  draw  their  infor- 
mation from  English  writers,  and  not  from  the  more  pnre  source,  the  French  them- 
selves. Our  wish  has  therefore  been  to  procure  a  proper  collection  ot  the  best  French 
ttnttaore,  and  to  establish  a  protessorshtp  of  the  French  language  and  history  In  the 
College  of  Bhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  but  such  have  been  the  obstruc- 
ttona  during  the  war,  and  the  coarse  ot  education  so  Impeded,  that  the  edifice  erected 
loT  the  reception  ot  the  studious  youth  was  granted  by  the  governors  of  the  College  as 
mn  hospital  for  the  troops.  These,  together  with  the  calamities  ot  the  country,  render  it 
[mpoesihle  for  us  to  carry  our  design  into  execution  respecting  French  literature. 

Regarding,  therefore,  your  Majesty  as  a  monarch  endowed  with  qualities  that  add 
lustre  to  a  crown,  ever  ready  to  patronize  what  Is  good  and  nseful,  we  presume  to 
solicit  your  Majesty's  assistance ;  firmly  believing  that  whatever  tends  to  make  men 
wtser,  better,  and  happier  will  meet  with  your  royal  assistance  and  encouragement. 

May  the  common  Father  ot  the  universe  bless  our  endeavors,  and  make  your 
Msijesty  the  happy  Instrument  of  raising  to  tu  the  literary  genius  of  France  In  ages  past 
as  from  the  dead.  May  sacred  and  unerring  wisdom  ever  be  your  guide,  adorn  you 
with  every  virtue,  and  crown  you  with  every  blessing,  that  future  ages  may  oommemo- 
rato  the  happiness  ot  your  reign  with  gratetnl  admiration. 

Signed  by  order  and  In  befaalt  of  the  Corporation, 

Stitebh  HorxDiB,  CSttncellor. 
JutwK  MAHHnfa,  Pruident. 

PsoTinaaca,  Stati  of  Rbosb  Isiaku,  Jan.  9,  ITM. 
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This  address  was  eventually  put  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  JeSetson 
by  the  Rhode  Island  Delegates  to  Congress,  the  matter  haviog  been 
tntruBted  to  them.  We  may  be  allowed  to  anticipate  somewhat,  and 
give  the  result  of  the  -  application,  1:^  publishing  the  following  letter, 
which  we  find  in  the  second  volume  of  Jefferson's  Works :  — 

Paris,  July  S2,1J8I. 
To  TBI  DBLBOATBa  OF  Khode  Ihi.ai(d  : 

OBNTLBMail :  — I  WM  honored  In  the  month  of  Jannar;  last  with  a  letter  from  ths 
honorable  the  delegates  ol  Rhode  Island  in  Congress,  enclosing  a  letter  Irom  Ibe  Cor- 
poration of  Rhode  Island  College  to  hie  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  soma  other  ftptn. 
was  then  in  the  hurry  of  preparation  for  a  Journey  into  the  south  of  Prance,  inii 
therefore  anable  at  that  momeDt  to  make  the  inquiries  which  the  object  of  the  letMr 
rendered  neoeseary.  As  aoon  as  I  returned,  which  waa  in  the  last  month,  I  turned  tbJ 
kttention  to  that  object,  which  was  the  establishment  ot  a  profesaorship  ot  tb«  French 
language  In  the  College,  and  the  obtaining  a  collection  of  the  best  French  aathorB,«iU> 
Ae  aid  of  the  King.  That  neither  the  College  nor  myseU  might  be  compromised  me- 
lasaly,  I  thought  It  necessary  to  sonnd,  previously,  those  who  were  able  to  inform  me 
what  would  be  the  success  of  the  application.  I  was  assured,  so  as  to  leave  do  doubl, 
that  it  wonld  not  be  compiled  with ;  that  there  had  never  been  an  Instance  of  the  King') 
granting  such  a  demand  In  a  foreign  conntry,  and  that  they  would  be  cautlouB  ot  Mt- 
ting  the  precedent;  that,iDthls  moment,  too,  they  were  embarrassed  with  thedilBciiIt 
operations  of  putting  down  all  establishments  of  their  own  which  could  poMiUjI)* 
dispensed  with,  In  order  to  bring  their  expenditure  down  to  the  level  of  their  receipu. 
Upon  such  information  I  waa  satisfied  that  it  was  most  prudent  not  to  delivertlie  let- 
ter, and  spare  to  both  parties  the  dtsagteeableuess  of  giving  and  receiring  a  denial. 
The  King  did  give  to  two  colleges  in  America  copies  of  the  works  printing  in  the  poblie 
press.  But  were  this  to  be  obtained  for  the  College  of  Rhode  Island,  it  would  extend 
only  to  a  volume  ot  two  of  BnSon's  work  still  to  be  printed,  Manilius's  AstronomicoD, 
and  one  or  tVo  other  works  In  the  press  which  are  of  no  conseqnence.  I  did  not  tblnk 
this  an  object  for  the  College  worth  being  pressed.  I  beg  the  favor  ot  you,  gantlemcD, 
to  assure  the  Corporation  that  no  endeavors  of  mine  should  have  been  spared  conldthej 
have  effected  their  wlsb,  and  that  they  have  been  faithfully  used  In  making  the  pie- 
llminary  inqalrles  which  are  necessary,  and  which  ended  in  an  aaenrance  that  DOtbing 
could  be  done.  These  papers  having  been  transmitted  to  me  through  your  delegatloii, 
will,  I  hope,  be  an  apology  tor  my  availing  myself  of  the  same  channel  lor  ct 
ting  the  result. 
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I  hsTS  th«  honor  to  b«,  with  sentiment*  of  the  moit  perfect  esteem  and  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  serTUit, 

Thomas  JaawMaaou. 

The  late  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone,  in  his  elaborate  work  entitled  *'  Our 
French  Allies,'"  has  given  a  minute  account  of  military  operations  in 
Rhode  Island,  including  sketohes  of  French  oEEcers,  and  incidents  of 
Bocial  life  in  Newport  and  Providence.  These  officers  were  men  of  cul- 
ture, not  a  few  of  them  representing  the  orders  of  nohility  in  their 
native  land.  During  the  years  1780  and  1781,  eizty^seven  of  them 
were  assigned  lodgings  with  the  leading  famihes  of  Providence,  includ- 
ing Governor  Cook,  Deputy  Governor  Bowen,  Colonel  Nightingale, 
Joseph  Russell,  and  the  brothers  Nicholas,  Joseph,  and  John  Brown, 
all  of  whom  were  prominent  members  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Col- 
lege. Balls,  parties,  and  oUier  entertainments  were  frequent,  and  thus 
the  exchange  of  courtesies  served  to  strengthen  mutual  respect  and 
friendship.  The  liberalily  with  which  they  circulated  their  silver  and 
gold  at  a  period  when  a  Spanish  miUed  dollar,  as  Mr.  Stone  remarks, 
bore  a  fabulous  value  in  paper  currency,  must  have  rendered  them  wel- 
come customers  with  the  trading  community.  We  can  readily  under- 
stand how,  under  these  circumstances,  the  idea  of  a  Professorship  of 
"the  French  language  and  history,"  should  have  been  sa^ested  to  the 
overseers  of  "this  our  infant  Seminary." 

The  following,  copied  from  a  rough  draft  of  a  letter  to  accompany 
this  address  to  "his  most  Christian  Majesty,"  deserves  a  place  here, 
not  only  from  its  connection  with  the  history  of  Univeisity  Hall,  as 
the  edifice  is  now  named,  hut  also  from  its  statements  respecting  the 
history  and  condition  of  the  College  at  this  time :  — 

Sib: — iDcomptisnce  with  the  request  of  tlie  Honorable  (he  Corporation  of  the  Col- 
lege at  ProTidence  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  transmitted  In  their  vote  of  the  Tth  of 

>  "  Onr  French  AUIea.  Boctuunbeaa  and  hti  tnn)',  I^ajMte  'and  hi*  devotion,  D'Eatalng, 
XleTemay,  Barrw,  DeOnMe,  and  their  fleets.  In  the  great  War  of  the  American  Revalatlon,  ITTS- 
17M."    B7  Edwin  Hartln  Stone.   Prorldenoe  Prew  Co.   Boyal  Sto.,  pp.  xxxl.,  VH.   aU  Uluatra- 
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September  last,  we  t*ke  the  Ubertr  to  Inform  ^onr  Bxcelleoar  that  the  Coll«g«  aaitt 
their  dliectlon  waa  founded  In  1764,  and  received  ths  aniKll  endowmeat  of  whlcli  ft  li 
DOW  pooseHsed  solely  from  the  beneflcence  and  contrl'bntloiu  of  indlrldnali,  the  go'- 
ernment  not  being  anfflolently  impressed  with  an  idea  of  the  Importanoe  of  litsntnn 
to  affoid  its  patronage  or  lend  it  any  further  aasistattce  than  that  of  grantlDf  It  t 
charter.  With  these  small  beginnings,  however,  at  the  comtuen cement  of  the  Isle  tu 
the  Corporation  had  the  pleasure  to  see  that  beantifn!  ediflce  erected  on  the  bill  it 
Providence,  and  upwards  of  forty  students  matriculated,  toother  with  a  Isig*  LaUn 
aobool  M  a  nnraery  to  supply  It  with  scholars.  The  whole  endowment  consistedol  oh 
thonsand  pounds,  lawful  money,  as  a  fund,  besides  the  lot  of  six  acres  of  Und.'  At 
that  period  the  young  Institution  was  speedily  growing  in  reputation  as  wall  u  Id 
number  of  scholars.  Bnt  on  the  arrival  of  the  enamy  in  that  State,  in  the  year  ITTd,  it 
waa  Belted  by  Che  public  lor  barracks,  and  an  hospital  for  the  American  army,  uili«i>- 
tinned  to  be  eo  occupied  until  a  little  before  the  arrival  of  the  armaments  ol  bii  moH 
Christlaii  Majesty,  upon  which  it  was  again  taken  oat  of  the  bands  of  the  CoipDntiox 
by  an  order  of  gorernment,  and  delivered  uptoonr  allies  tor  the  same  uses  to  vbkli  i> 
had  been  applied  by  the  American  army.  They  held  it  till  their  army  marched  (or  lb* 
Chesapeake.  To  accommodate  it  to  their  wishes  they  made  great  alteratiana  Id  tbt 
building,  highly  injurions  to  the  desigus  of  its  founders.  This,  with  the  damagei  dana 
to  it  by  the  armies  of  both  nations  while  so  occupied,  subjected  the  Coiporstlaii  to  > 
heavy  expense  to  repair  It ;  aud  that  when  the  deranged  state  of  our  flnances  prsTcnttd 
us  from  making  scarcely  any  advantage  of  the  interest  ot  our  little  fund  In  tha  StUa 
treasnry.  Having  at  their  own  expense  mode  the  repairs,  they  applied  first  to  tbe  J^l- 
Islatnre  of  the  State,  and  repeatedly  to  Congress  for  some  compensation ;  bat  hsva  nM 
been  able  to  obtain  the  least  assistance.  Thus  circomstanced  they  thhik  It  their  datf 
to  solicit  tha  patronage  ot  his  most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  manner  thay  hava  dona  in 
the  memorial  which  accompanies  Uils  letter. 

We  have  the  pleasare  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  there  are  upwards  of  BftT 
students  now  I>eIonging  to  the  College,  with  Hatterlng  prospects  of  an  iDcressa. 

The  above  is  a  brief  account  ot  tbe  origin  and  present  state  of  the  College  st  Proti- 
deuce.  We  only  add,  that  this  Institation  embraces  in  Its  bosom  and  hoidi  uul  eqa*' 
privileges  to  all  denominations  of  Protestants ;  and  Its  Corporation,  agreeably  to  diartar, 
is,  and  must  forever  I>e  composed  of  some  ot  alt  denominations  ot  Christians. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  very  bumble  servants. 

The  College  lands  orlgtnally  oomprlaed  eight  acres,  according  to  tbe  recorded  daedi  ud  D» 
•'College  Credit"  aubmittad  by  Ntobolaa  Brown  &  Co.  to  tbe  Corporatlan  in  tTTl.  Tha  talgli**} 
thereto,  which  Is  now  a  part  of  College  Street,  wh  ot  oaarse  Inolnded  In  thaea  elgbl  scraa.  nt 
writer  speaks  of  the  "  lot "  wlthonC  probably  taking  into  account  the  "  highway." 
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The  mo6t  important  buainess  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corpoia- 
tion  in  1768,  was  ihe  conflrnuDg  and  ratifying  a  new  digest  of  the  Col- 
lege Laws,  whioh  had  heen  carefully  made  by  a  committee  appointed 
the  previous  year.  These  Laws,  in  Manning's  hand  writing,  are  pre- 
aerred  in  the  archives  of  the  Library.  At  the  end  is  the  following, 
with  the  original  signatures  of  the  Committee :  — 

The  subacribeis  luivlng  been  appointed  a  committee  to  form  a  Digest  of  Laws  for 
thla  iTiBtttntlon,  luiTe  agreed  to  the  foregoing,  and  do  Tei>ort  them  accordingly,  tfaia 
a2d  dft7  of  FelmaTj,  1TB3. 

JaMII  HAMMIMa, 

Jabbz  Bowsv, 
N1CH01.AB  BaowH, 
Dayid  Howbix. 

A  few  extracts  from  this  digest,  differing  somewhat  from  the  Laws  of 
1774,  given  in  full  in  a  previous  chapter,  may  be  here  introduced. 
They  serve  to  illustrate  the  character  and  liberal  tendencies  of  the  Col- 
lege, as  also  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

No  atndent  ahall  be  admitted  Into  this  College  nntll  he  shall  have  triitten  out  a  oot- 
i«ct  cop7  of  the  LawB  of  the  College,  or  hare  otherwise  obttUned  then,  and  had  them 
aigned  by  the  Preaident  and  one  or  more  of  the  Tatore,  m  the  evidence  ol  his  admts- 
sian ;  which  copy  he  sliall  keep  by  tiim  during  hie  resideitce  in  College. 

Both  before  and  after  noon,  and  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  Tutor*  In 
their  turn  shall  daily  rialt  the  rooms  of  the  stadents  to  obeetve  whether  they  be  within 
ftnd  pnraolng  their  studies;  andshall  punish  all  those  who  are  absent  withont  liberty  or 
neceeeity. 

The  President  and  Tutors,  according  to  their  jndgmenta,  shall  teach  and  instruct  the 
aeraral  classes  in  the  learned  laogaages,  and  in  the  liberal  arts  and  actencea,  together 
with  the  remacalar  tongue. 

The  following  are  the  claues  appointed  for  the  first  year  namely :  In  Latin,  Tirgil, 
Cioero'e  Orations,  and  Horace,  all  in  ueum  Delphiul.  In  Greek,  the  New  Testament, 
LiKdan'e  Dlalognei,  and  Xenophon's  Cyropmdla.  For  the  second  year.  In  Latin,  Cicero 
d«  Oratore,  and  Cseiai's  Commentaries ;  In  Greek,  Homer's  Iliad,  and  Longinns  on  the 
Sablime,  together  with  Lowth's  Vernacular  Grammar,  Rhetoric,  Ward's  Oratory, 
Sberldan's  Leetnres  on  Elocution,  Gnthrie's  Geography,  Kaimee's  Elements  of  Criti* 
oiam,  Watts  and  Duncan's  Logic.    For  the  third  year,  Hutchinson's  Moral  Philosophy, 
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Doddridge's  LaclaTes,  FsDniog's  ArithmMlc,  Hunmond's  Algebra,  Stooe'i  Eaclid, 
MartlD'B  TrlgoDoinetrj,  Love's  Surveying,  WiUon'e  NaWgMlon,  Mjortiti'i  Philoioplili 
BritMiiilca,  and  ITerguaDn'B  AetroDomy,  with  Mmrtin  on  the  Globea.  Id  ttie  Iwt  jiu, 
IjOoke  on  the  nndentanding,  Keimedy'H  Chronology,  uid  BoUngbioke  on  ffitWr; ;  ud 
the  LsngaegeB,  Arts,  and  Sciencee  studied  In  the  foiegolDg  yeftta  to  b«  mcohHIt 
teviewed. 

It  is  interesting  to  not«  the  courses  of  study  and  the  tezt-books  of  s 
century  ago.  Whether  the  studies  and  text^moks  of  bnlay  are  after 
all  better  fitted  for  the  development  of  the  faculties  and  the  acquisitjon 
of  knowl^ge,  is  in  the  minds  of  some  an  open  question.  It  is  certain 
that  our  most  distinguished  graduates  have  been  educated  under  what 
may  he  called  the  "  old  system." 

Two  of  the  atndenta.  In  rotftUou,  shall,  every  evening,  after  prayers,  prononitH  > 
piece  upon  the  stage ;  and  all  the  members  of  the  College  shall  meet  every  Wcdnasdiy 
afternoon  in  the  hall,  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell  at  two  o'clock,  to  pronounce  beion  tha 
President  and  Tutors  pieces  well  committed  to  memory,  that  they  may  reoeivs  ineli  cor 
regtlons  in  their  manner  as  shall  be  Judged  necessary.' 

On  the  last  Wednesday  in  every  month,  every  student  In  College  ahall  prononiica 
publicly,  on  the  stage,  memorlter,  such  an  oration  or  piece  as  shall  be  pmTlaulf 
approved  by  the  President ;  on  which  occasion  the  two  upper  classes  shall  malu  us«  o( 
their  own  compositions. 

The  senior  class  shall  attend  recitations  and  other  public  exercises,  until  th«  Hcond 
Wednesday  In  July,  on  which  they  shall  appear  in  the  hall  to  be  examined  by  ths  Pratl- 
dent.  Fellows,  Tutors,  or  any  other  gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  touchlog  tbeli 
knowledge  and  proficiency  In  the  learned  languages,  the  liberal  arts  and  edsnoei,  ud 
other  qualiflcatlonB  requisite  for  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  I  n  the  Arts ;  snd.  upon 
approbation,  they  shall  not  leave  the  College  before  they  have  completed  their  necMiHT 
preparations  tor  the  public  Commencement,  not  then,  without  the  President's  llbuty- 

On  the  last  Wednesday  in  every  quarter,  there  shall  be  a  public  ezamlnstlon  ot  tb« 
three  lowei  classes  in  the  studies  they  shall  have  parsned  during  Chat  quarter;  sod  If  li 
shall  appear  that  any  one  has  negleoted  his  business  so  as  not  to  have  made  incb  prol- 
olency  In  them  as  his  opportunity  and  abilities  would  admit  ot,  the  President  and  Taton 
may  put  him  upon  a  conditional  standing  with  his  class,  which  condition  shall  ccntinna 

>  We  have  oommsated  on  tbts  practice  In  oonneetlon  with  the  Laws  of  ITn.  Tb*  muMaf  nvT 
Wednesday  aftamooa  Is  In  addition  to  the  arrangements  for  speaJdng  prescribed  by  th«  prcloi* 

Laws. 
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to  tb«  and  of  the  year  (only  bf  bis  b«tt«r  (SODdnct  he  ahall  merit  sn  exemption  there- 
fcom,  ftt «  fntnre  examination)  and  then,  If  tbere  appeu  no  hopeful  signs  of  reformation 
they  m»y  degrade  falm  to  a  lower  cUm. 

Brery  tcbolar  Is  required  to  ahew  all  due  bonoi  and  reT-erence  both  in  words  and 
baharloT  to  all  hla  snperlors,  viz.:  Farenta,  Haglstrates,  MlulBters,  and  eapeclally  to 
the  Tmatees,  Fellows,  Preaident,  and  Tntora  of  this  College ;  and  shall  In  no  case  nae 
any  reproachfnl,  revelling,  diareapectfnl  or  contomadooa  langoage ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary ahall  show  them  all  proper  tokens  of  reverence  and  obedience. 

The  Senior  Claaa  ahall  always  have  the  choice  of  rooms ;  the  Jonlor  next,  and  the 
Sophomore  next;  except  where  a  student  of  the  lower  claaaea  Shall  have  been  at  the 
'  expense  of  painting  oi  papering  a  room;  or  shall  offer  to  do  ao;  In  that  caae  he  shall  have 
the  preference,  and  not  only  be  permitted  to  reside  in  It  during  hla  stay  at  College,  but 
on  leaving  the  same,  shall  have  the  liberty  of  disposing  of  his  property  therein  to  any 
member  of  the  Senior  or  Jonlor  classes,  who  shall  thereby  become  poaaeued  of  the 
aame  right. 

It  ia  not  permitted  any  one,  In  the  hours  of  study,  to  speak  to  another,  except  in 
Latin,  either  In  the  College  or  College  yard. 

The  Senior  Class,  when  required,  shall  read  a  chapter  out  of  the  Greek  Testament  into 
English,  before  morning  prayers ;  the  President  or  Tutors  calltng  on  whom  they  think 
proper  of  the  class  to  perform  this  duty. 

Every  student  ahall  attend  public  worship  every  first  day  of  the  week,  where  he,  his 
parents,  or  hia  guardian*  shall  think  proper,  provided  that  any  who  do  not  attend  with 
moj  officer  of  instruction  produce  vouchers,  whan  demanded,  of  hia  steady  and  orderly 
attendance. 

N.  B.— Such  as  regularly  and  statedly  observe  the  seventh  day  aa  a  Sabbath,  are 
exempted  from  this  Law,  and  are  only  required  to  abstain  from  secular  employments, 
wbich  would  interrnpt  their  fellow-students. 

The  times  of  vacation  shall  he  from  September  6  to  October  20,  from  December  34 
to  January  34,  and  from  the  first  Monday  in  Hay  three  weeks. 

The  following  Laws  concerning  the  Libtary  will  be  read  with  inter- 
est by  the  membeis  of  the  American  Library  Association  of  to-day. 
They  show  that  the  little  collection  of  "about  five  hundred  volumes, 
most  of  which  are  both  very  ancient  and  very  useless,  as  well  as  very 
ragged  and  unsightly,"  as  Manning  describes  them  in  a  subsequent 
letter  to  Dr.  Stennett,  was  nevertheless  highly  prized,  and  guarded 
with  jealous  care. 
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The  oldeat  Tutor  shall  be  the  Libratiftn,  who  shall  open  the  Libnrj  diuw  a  weak,  *l 
an  hoar  appointed,  and  attend  and  deliver  out  each  boob  ks  sh»ll  be  called  lor,  by  iDcli 
ol  the  students  as  are  permitted  the  use  of  them. 

Id  b  letter  to  the  kte  Prof.  C.  C.  Jewett  coDceming  the  early  his- 
tory ot  the  Library,  the  Hon.  Asher  Rohbins  writes :  — 

At  the  reoTganlution  of  the  College,  In  the  autumn  of  1T8Z,  I  wae  appointed  to  tb« 
office  o(  Tutor,  and  took  charge  of  the  Library  .aa  Librarian.  It  waa  then  kept  In  ths 
East  chamber  on  the  second  floor  of  the  central  bnilding  (UnlTersity  Hall) ;  tb«  vdI- 
nmes  It  contained  were  qnlte  limited  in  number  —  these  mostly  the  primary  editiou 
of  the  works  In  folio  and  quarto. 

All  the  students,  except  the  members  ot  the  Freshman  Class,  shall  be  permitted  tbe 
Qse  of  the  Library. 

Poor  Freshmen  !  Obliged  to  wait  upon  the  Seniors  and  be  admon- 
ished by  them,  to  make  the  fires  itud  sweep  the  rooms,  and  denied  the 
use  of  the  Library.  No  wonder  that  they  looked  forward  witJi  eager 
expectation  to  the  time  when  their  tutelage  would  cease,  and  tbey  be 
promoted  to  the  upper  classes. 

The  following  conditions  ol  taking  out  books  shall  be  strictly  regarded:  — Kachosa 
shall  sign  a  receipt  for  every  book  be  shall  take  out,  engaging  to  retnrn  it  in  the  tike 
good  order  within  the  time  be  la  permitted  the  use  ot  It,  which  shall  be  tor  a  folio,  tour 
weeks ;  for  a  qaaito,  three  weeks ;  for  an  octavo,  two  weeks ;  and  (or  a  dnodedma,  ona 

In  a  manuscript  catalogue  of  the  Library  made  out  about  this  time, 
the  books  are  classified  and  entered  under  these  four  heads,  viz. :  Folio, 
Quarto,  Octavo,  Duodecimo ;  a  veiy  simple  arrangement,  involving  no 
conflict  of  classification  sj^tems,  and  requiring  no  special  knowledge  of 
Bibliography.  Sotheby,  Wilkinson,  and  Hodge,  the  celebrated  auction- 
eers of  literary  property  in  London,  observe  this  method  to-day  in  tteii 
catalogues  of  the  books  which  tbey  sell. 

No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  take  books  out  of  the  Library,  wlthont  the  knowledfe 
ot  the  Librarian!  a°d  the  Librarian  shall  enter  down  In  the  receipt  the  title  and  tdgness 
ot  the  hook  taken  out  and  the  time  when  it  U  taken  and  returned.    Tor  every  book  not 
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ratnntAd  kKtMftbl«  to  hi«  receipt,  the  dellnqueiit  aliall  pay  for  one  month,  tot  a  loUo, 
one  BhllliuK,  and  so  In  proportion  for  a  longer  or  ahorter  term ;  two-thlrda  a«  mucb  (or 
ft  qaarto ;  hall  as  mnch  (or  an  octavo ;  and  one-quarter  as  much  for  a  duodecimo. 

The  final  article  in  this  admirable  digest  of  Laws  reads  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Andwhereaa  the  statute*  are  few  and  geQeral,  there  moat  DeceaHarlly  ba  lodged  with 
the  Pretident  and  Tutors  a  discretional  or  pareuCal  authority:  therefore,  where  no 
■tatote  la  particularly  and  expressly  provided  for  a  case  that  may  occur,  tbey  are  to 
•xeroUe  this  dlscretlouary  authority  according  to  the  known  cuetomB  of  almllar  inatltn- 
tlona,  and  the  plain  general  rulee  of  the  moral  law.  And  In  general  the  penalties  are 
to  be  of  the  more  humane  kind,  such  as  are  adapted  to  work  upon  the  nobler  principle* 
of  hmnanlty,  and  to  move  the  more  honorable  springs  of  good  order  and  snbmlaalon  to 
goTemmeot. 

We  should  be  glad,  did  space  allow,  to  present  further  extracts  from 
this  d^est.  In  the  last  paragraph,  as  here'  quoted.  President  Man- 
ning may  be  supposed  to  have  embodied  his  ideas  in  respect  to  collie 
goveniment  and  discipline,  which,  says  his  pupil  and  successor.  Dr. 
Maxcy,  "  was  mild  and  peaceful ;  conducted  by  that  persuasive  author- 
ity, which  secures  obedience  while  it  conciliates  esteem." 

The  old  stock,  so  to  speak,  of  students,  having  now  become 
azhausted,  there  were  no  more  public  Commencements  until  the  year 
1786,  at  which  time  the  Freshman  Class  of  1782  was  prepared  to  gmd' 
nate.  The  progress  of  events  during  this  period  can  best  be  learned 
from  Manning's  correspondence,  which  we  present  in  chronolt^cal 
order.  From  tiie  following  letter  to  Mr.  Kane,  it  appears  that  his 
friend  and  former  correspondent,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Wallin,  had  made 
a  bequest  to  IJae  College.  How  large  this  bequest  was  we  cannot 
readily  determine,  as  no  mention  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  records  of 
the  Corporation. 

To  Mb.  Hbhut  Kamb,  Walwokth,  kkak  Lokdoh. 

PnoTiDUfCB,  Not.  8, 1TS3. 
Su:— I  sympathize  with  you  In  the  loss  of  your  late  venerable  and  plons  pastor,  tha 
B«v.  Ui.  Wallin.    I  hope  the  church  may  Bnd  some  Eliaha  to  take  hU  mantle,  who. 
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under  the  gieat  He»do(  the  chnrch,  may  batldyoaap.  I  km  pleased  to  And  thMlnhli 
lost  will  ftud  testament  he  remembered  the  College.  Mr.  Uullett  showed  me  ths  letlii 
from  yoQ  to  him  on  the  subject  of  discharging  or  receipting  the  papers.  Mr.  Joho 
Brown,  our  treasurer,  who  is  empowered  by  the  Trastees  and  Fellows  to  condnet  til 
tba  money  matters  of  the  CorporatiOD,  has  settled  with  Ur.  Mullett,  as  you  will  aet  by 
his  receipt,  attested  by  the  Chancellor  and  President.  You  may  rely  upon  recelvliigliit 
receipt  at  an  early  day. 

The  College  has  been  dispersed  during  the  war,  but  is  again  lilting  up  iU  bud. 
The  damages  It  has  sustained,  and  the  low  state  of  Its  funds,  call  aloud  for  the  Mdtl- 
auce  of  its  friends  who  are  able  to  establish  It.  It  has  not  yet  received  a  HMne,  lor 
want  of  some  distinguished  benefactor.  Such  a  person  we  should  be  glsd  to  find 
amongst  our  trienda  In  England  unto  whom  Qod  In  his  providence  baa  givsn  wwlth 
and  influence.  We  are  making  an  effort  to  do  something  here  in  America,  bat  the 
burdens  of  the  war  leave  us  but  a  gloomy  prospect.  Members  ct  the  Corporation  hsie 
subscribed  near  seven  hundred  pounds  lawful  money,  six  shillings  to  a  dollar,  towudi 
augmenting  our  little  library  and  furnishing  on  apparatus,  besides  advancing  Dear  one- 
halt  of  this  sum  ont  of  their  own  pockets  for  the  rep^rs  of  this  edlQce.  Every  testi- 
mony ol  regard  for  it  will  be  most  thankfally  received  and  acknowledged  by  the  Cor- 
poration, and  especially  by  him  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

Jahks  KUHHIHe. 
To  THS  Bbv.  Joen  Rvi^um. 

PBOVTDWtCK,  Nov.  8,  1T83. 
Mt  Dub  FaiBHS : 

It  is  long  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  line  from  you,  bat  I  congrtta- 
late  you  on  the  return  of  peace  and  the  opening  again  of  a  communication  bet'Mn 
England  and  America.  I  shall  not  at  present  trouble  yon  with  my  reaaonlug  on  (bit 
surprising  revolntion,  hut  shall  only  say  that  I  am  convinced  that  It  is  of  Ood.  To 
recount  the  distressing  trials  through  which  we  have  passed  during  the  war,  wooM 
but  open  again  the  wounds  and  cause  them  to  bleed  afresh.  I  suppose  Mr.  Byland  hsa 
no  lass  aCfectton  for  his  American  brethren  than  hithertofore,  and  therefore  take  lh< 
liberty  of  addressing  a  line  to  him  with  the  same  freedom  as  before. 

The  state  of  religion  throughout  America  has  been  on  the  decline  tor  several  ya»Mi 
and  the  most  destructive  errors  have  prevailed,  excepting  a  revlvai  three  or  four 
years  since  in  New  England,  and  some  faroiable  appearances  of  late.  I  should  have 
excepted,  however,  the  frontier  parts  of  the  country,  (or  the  wilderness  has  blossomed 
like  the  rose,  and  the  Baptist  principles  have  greatly  prevailed  there.  The  CoU^e 
was  broken  np  for  nearly  six  years,  and  the  ediflce  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the  ainij. 
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It  is  Bgkin  reTlTed,  and  twelTe  Btndenta  now  belong  to  it.  More  kre  exp«cted.  The 
•dlAoe  leceived  great  damage,  but  haa  been  partlall;  repaired,  at  the  priTftte  expense 
of  the  Caiporation,  who  have  alao  eubaciibed  near  £700  lawful  money  to  augment  our 
little  library  and  procnre  an  apparatus.  The  cataloguee  are  making  out,  BQd  when 
ready  will  be  forwarded  to  Bngland  to  glre  our  friends,  with  you,  on  opportunity  of 
teatifying  afresh  their  attachment.  We  are  making  application  also  through  this 
continent  to  get  what  endowments  we  can  for  the  College,  bnt  our  exhausted  state 
promiaM  little  favorable.  The  College  has  the  iGpatation  of  coutrlhutlng  not  a  little 
to  the  intereata  of  religion,  not  to  say  civil  liberty.  This  baa  interested  the  Baptist 
society  in  general  to  look  with  a  more  favorable  eye  upon  literature.  But  the  burden 
ot  taxes,  with  their  losses  through  the  war,  furnish  them  with  arguments  to  withhold 
their  pecuniary  assistance  which  the  most  able  logicians  cannot  confute.  Can  you  find 
a  gentleman  of  fortune  among  you  who  wiehes  to  rear  a  lasting  monument  to  his 
honor  in  America?  If  you  can,  direct  his  attention  to  the  Hill  ot  Providence,  In  the 
State  ot  Rhode  Island,  whereon  an  elegant  edifice  Is  already  erected,  which  waits 
for  a  name  from  some  distinguished  benefactor.  The  Corporation  is  determined 
to  do  this  honor  to  its  greatest  benefactor.  Should  some  English  gentleman  deign  to 
become  snoh,  It  may  serve  to  cement  that  anion  which  I  wish  ever  to  see  cultivated 
between  the  two  countries,  notwithstanding  our  Independence.  I  promise  myself  your 
interest  in  finding  such  on  one,  If  in  yoor  power.  I  must  refer  you  to  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Stennett  ot  this  date  for  a  more  particular  account  ot  the  state  ot  affairs  amongst  us, 
aa  I  have  not  time  now  to  be  particular.  1  should  be  happy  to  receive  one  of  your  old- 
fashioned  long  letters  hy  the  return  ot  this  vessel  or  the  Brst  whliJi  may  come.  It  Is 
probable  there  will  he  opportunity  of  transmitting  letters  as  mual  twice  a  year,  as  the 
trade  from  Provldenoe  Is  again  opened  directly  to  London.  I  should  have  written  in 
the  spring,  bnt  was  absent  when  the  vessel  sailed.  Onr  dear  friend  Hr.  WalUn  la 
released  from  the  field  of  labor,  as  I  learn  by  my  letter  from  Dr.  Stennett,  who  has 
done  me  the  honor  to  begin  a  correspondence,  and  requested  me  to  continue  It.  With 
this  request  I  shall  with  pleasure  comply.  Please  to  present  my  Christian  salutation 
to  yonr  worthy  family,  especially  to  your  son,  Mr.  John  Ryland,  Jr.,  from  whom  a 
letter  would  be  most  acceptable  to  him  who  wishes  you  the  highest  felicity,  add  Is  with 
every  sentiment  of  esteem,  dear  sit. 

Tour  unworthy  brother  and  servant  in  the  gospel, 

Jakes  Mamhuio. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Stennett,  to  whom  Manning  here  refers,  tii\ia  writes 
onder  date  of  May  14,  1783 :  — 


,v  Google 


3dz  bkown  mreVERsrrr  cbap.  i. 

Dkab  Sn: 

It  is  a  long  time  sinoe  I  had  tb«  pleaiure  ot  Iteating  (totu  you.  Among  other  eTili 
that  lUTB  b««a  suffered  Irom  the  Ute  unhapp7  and  unoatntnl  oondition  iMtwean  thii 
connttj  and  North  Amerio*,  tlte  embwgo  tliat  has  been  laid  upon  aplBtolkiy  conupon- 
denca  Is  no  ineonslderftble  one.  But  tbis  eril  U  now  removed,  and  jou  irill  give  m« 
IsBTs  to  congratnUte  joa  on  the  event.  We  won't  at  present  enter  Into  the  vaitoni 
poUtioal  reasonings  concerning  tbla  extraordinary  revolution.  Ood  is  no  dontrt  bring- 
ing about  his  great  purposes,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  even  daring  the  late  perilous 
times  the  temple  o(  tb«  Iiord  Iia«  been  building  «rlth  you  as  well  as  with  us. 

This  letter  my  friend  Hi.  HuUett,>  brother-in-law  to  Mi.  Caleb  Bvansot  Bristol,  puts 
Into  your  hands.  He  Is  a  very  worthy,  soolable  man,  goes  over  upon  very  considenbls 
affairs  of  a  mercantile  kind,  and  will  be  capable  o(  giving  you  a  variety  o(  information. 
Hy  brevity  now,  therefore,  yon  will  ezouae.  It  will  be  an  opening,  I  hope,  to  a  fsmlllsi, 
happy  correspondence  between  us.  The  state  of  religion  with  you,  and  ot  the  CollB|a 
in  Bhode  Island,  I  should  be  glad  to  understand.  Be  so  good  as  to  lemembei  me  affee- 
tlonately  to  all  our  Christian  Iiiends,  tbe  ministers  In  particular,  Mr.  Backus,  etc.,  etc. 

We  have  had  many  changes  in  our  congregation  by  death ;  but  I  hope  religion  In  oni 
denomination  is  not  on  the  decline.  Ot  good  Ur.  Watlln's  death  yon  have  no  doubt 
heard.  HU  plac«  is  not  yet  supplied.  My  bealtb  has  ol  late  been  but  IndlffeTent,  bnt 
througb  tbe  goodness  ot  God  It  is  now  better. 

I  am  ]uat  publishing  a  volume  of  disoouises  on  domestic  duties,  one  ot  which  either 
Mr.  Mullett,  or  Mr.  Stillman  — who,  I  take  It,  is  stlU  at  Boston  — will  put  into  your 

Tou  will  excuse  my  hurrying  manner  at  present,  and  be  assured  that  I  am,  very 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  brother, 

Bamukl  9TiKifKrr. 

>  Thomas  Huliett,  Esq.,  a  merohant  of  the  tint  reapsctaliility.  Hs  was  a  naCfre  ot  Taantoa, 
EngUod,  snd  died  *t  Clapliam,  Not.  u,  IBI*,  In  the  slxtf -nlntb  yeu  ol  bis  sge.  Be  poHanad,  ssji 
his  btographer,  an  eicalleDt  nQdentaiidli^,  uid  wag  ■  firm  Iilend  to  civil  and  religions  liberty. 
The  tallowing  uiecdote  !■  related  ot  blm  in  Evsns's  Life  ot  Bicbardi :  -~ 

"  TliDmas  Hollett,  Esq.,  wm  soon  after  tbe  Amerloan  war  at  Mount  Yeiiion,  the  seat  of  Oenirsl 
Wuhii^ton.  Bssldeeotber  nattetlag  marks  ot  atteatlon,  Wublngton,  wben  alou  with  him  la 
his  libiaiy,  asked  him  it  he  had  leea  any  indlrtdiul  In  that  coanlry  who  was  competent  to  tbe  taA 
ot  writing  ■  bietarj  ot  the  late  onhappy  conceit.  Hr.  M.  replied,  with  bis  osoal  presence  of  mind, 
'  I  know  of  one,  and  one  only,  competent  to  tbe  task.'  Tbe  General  esgorly  aslid, '  Who,  ■Ir.  cw 
that  individual  be?'  Mr.  H.remarked,  •CanrwrotehiiowncDnuaentirleBl'  Tlie  General  bowed, 
and  replied,  >  G»ui  wrote  his  awn  oonunentaiiei ;  bat,  air,  I  know  the  alrooltlei  committed  OB  botb 
tide*  have  been  so  great  and  so  many  that  tliey  cannot  be  faichf ally  recorded,  and  had  better  be 
burled  In  obilvloo.' " 
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Manning's  reply  is  one  of  unusual  length,  and  seems  to  have  been 
-written  with  special  care.  It  is  of  itself  a  history  of  the  times  during 
the  American  war :  — 

pBOmWMCK,  Not.  Btfa,  1T83. 

Hbtkbhtd  Axa  Dxut  Bnt: 

Tonn  ot  Mmj  14th  waa  Utelr  lunded  me  bj  ThomM  IfQllett,  Esq.,  whom  I  find  to 
JtMMj,  kod  mor«,  the  ezcelleat  ehusctei  jod  gaye  hlin ;  tbongh  wa  bare  bad  hot  » 
amall  share  ot  hia  ac^eable  company,  owing  to  bla  attention  to  U*  wldelj-extended 
mercantile  ooncoma.  I  moat  beaitll;  rejoice  to  have  a  tree  coromnnlcaUon  again 
opened  between  England  and  America ;  lor  this  I  have  eameetlj  wlahed  ever  since  Ita 
first  Interruption.  Hay  hearen  forbid  Its  ever  being  again  sbvt!  Bnt  I  feel  peculiarly 
happy  in  the  honor  yon  have  done  me  In  the  renewal  ol  onr  correspondence.  I  con- 
gratulate yon  on  the  restoration  of  yonr  health,  and  hope  yon  may  be  long  continued, 
a  rich  blessing  to  the  Chnreh  ot  Ood.    The  flourishing  state  of  out  society  with  yon  Is 

During  some  of  the  first  years  ot  the  war,  God  was  pleased  to  display  his  power,  in 
many  parts  ot  New  England,  in  a  glorious  manner,  and  thousands  embraced  the 
B^Klst  principles;  but  those  halcyon  days  soon  ended,  since  which  has  ensued  an 
amaslng  apoataey.  The  delnslon  of  Kelly,'  in  his  book  called  the  Union,  ato.,  baa 
been  propagated  with  the  moat  astonishing  snocesa  by  John  Hurray.  The  doctrine  of 
universal  salvation  has  been  licked  Into  varions  forms  by  Its  numerous  seatons  advo- 
cates ;  and  as  it  so  exactly  coincides  with  the  carnal  mind,  has  been  sucked  in  l^  mnltJ- 
tudes,  among  whom  are  not  a  few  professors  ot  religion,  with  g^reat  avidity.  • 

Abont  the  sama  tlmo  one  Jemima  WilUnson',  near  this  place,  who  had  been  edn- 
e»ted  amongst  the  Qnaken,  pretended  that  she  had  been  dead,  reanimated  with  a 
eelestial  spirit,  and  endowed  with  an  extraordinary  oommlsalon  from  heaven  to  preach 
the  gospel.  She  sometimes  called  herself  the  Comforter;  and  sometimes,  when  in  an 
andlence  of  great  nambers,  pointing  to  herself,  said  that  when  Jesns  Christ  first 
appeared,  he  came  in  the  flesh  of  a  man,  bnt  that  he  was  now  come  In  the  flesh  ot  a 
woman.  She  has  continued  to  traverse  the  country  and  pabllcly  preach  ever  since, 
aocompanied  with  a  nnmber  ot  disciples  who  do  her  homage  on  their  bended  knees. 

I'-DoetrlneoCnnlanbetweeDCluistuiillilsCliarch.    By  James  Belly."   Bto.    LoodoD.im. 

<  JesUma  WUklnsoD  w«a  bom  In  CamtMrlaud,  R.  L,  kbont  tbe  year  17S3.  In  IIW  ibe  and  bar 
CoDowan  remOTed  to  Tstee  Connty,  Kew  Ymk,  wbere  they  tonnded  a  colony.  She  exacted  from 
ber  adherents  tbe  most  complete  ■abmlasloB  and  tbe  most  menial  •errloee.  After  bcr  deatb,  wbleli 
took  place  Id  Jnly,  inv,  the  oolony  waa  broken  up,  A  nsrrstlTe  of  her  life  and  character,  by  Darld 
Hudson,  waa  pntillmbed  at  Oenera,  M.  Y.,  In  1B21,  making  a  doodeclno  Tolnme  of  (wo  tuudred  and 
tweaty-^lgbt  paces. 
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Mkny  hftre  been  carried  away  with  her  delnsion,  and  believe  hei  to  be  the  Sationt. 
But  to  close  the  rear,  a  number  of  people,  wbo  came  (rom  the  watA  of  Buglaud  alwU 
the  commeacement  ol  the  war,  under  the  dlrecdon  of  an  old  womaa  whom  hei  kUi«r- 
ents  call  tAe  Molfter,  the  El»et  Ladf,  etc.,  etc.,  pretend  that  the  new  dlepentatloii  hu 
taken  place,  and  that  they  are  the  only  and  tme  chvroh.  The  j  pretend  to  abeolr*  tha 
alna  of  their  disciplea,  and  of  coarse  require  portlcnUi  confesaton  to  be  made  to  tbaa. 
Tliair  particnlar  worship  eonelata  In  danoiD{[,  taming  round  on  the  heel,  JnmpiiE, 
ringing,  and  embracing  each  other,  while  the;  pretend  to  talk  in  anknown  toBgnu. 
work  miraclee,  etc.,  etc.  The;  Interdict  all  tntercontae  between  the  sezea,  deelaiinf 
tha  marri^e  contract  void,  and  pretending  to  a  state  of  abeolnte  perfactloD,  Smu 
carnal  tmita,  however,  have  Inadvertentl;  resulted  from  their  chaste  embraces.  Aad 
—  wonld  yoa  belleye  it?  — vast  numbers  of  those  who  onoe  speared  aetions,  well- 
disposed  persons,  hare  followed  their  pemlclons  ways.  The;  are  not  to  be  teasoaad 
with;  allegingthat  they  know  the;  are  right,  and  they  will  rave  like  madmen  irttM 
opposed,  calling  this  the  effect  of  the  Bpirit  of  Qod.  While  these  delasions  on  the  on* 
hand  attack  the  truth  ol  the  gospel,  growing  inSdelity  on  the  other  lends  all  IM  M 
totally  to  sahTert  and  destroy  it,  whilst  the  professed  friends  of  it  seem  too  genenllf 
OTerwhelmed  and  in  a  deep  sleep.  This,  you  say,  is  a  dismal  picture,  but  not  mon  u 
than  true.  Yet  there  are  those  who  stand  fast  in  the  truth,  and  some  lata  istIvsIi 
enconrage  ns  to  hope  for  better  days.  One  thing,  however,  la  favorable,— s  spirit  ot 
toleration  more  nnlvetaally  prev^ls  throaghoat  New  England,  and  the  dootriaMot 
religions  A  well  as  dvil  liberty  are  better  understood  by  the  people  at  large,  sgaimt 
any  Infractions  of  which  they  are  determined  to  guard. 

.  It  was  a  glorious  time  ol  revival  In  our  church  when  the  war  first  commenoed,  ln( 
when  the  town  became  a  garrison,  on  account  of  the  vicinity  of  the  royal  srmr  os 
Bhode  Island,  the  apprehensions  of  an  attack,  and  the  dally  alarms  to  which  we  mn 
subjected,  induced  numbers  of  families  to  retire  Into  the  more  Interior  parts  ol  tha 
country,  not  only  tor  safety  but  subsistence.  This  scattered  our  church  and  congngs- 
tlon  abroad,  which  has  never  been  collected  since,  near  fifty  of  our  members  not  harlnt 
yet  returned.  These  things,  with  the  disinollnation  of  many  to  attend  pnbllc  wonhip 
from  the  example  of  the  army,  have  greatly  reduced  us.  It  has  been  a  season  of  bssry 
trials  with  great  numbers  of  onr  churches,  several  of  which  have  bean  almost  totslly 
dispersed.  After  all,  when  I  view  the  last  eight  years,  and  reflect  on  the  amaslig 
anxiety  and  distress  through  which  we  have  waded,  and  the  astonishing  goodnesi  ol 
Ood  in  preserving  so  many  of  us  to  see  the  return  of  peace,  I  am  lost  in  wonder; 
aapecially  when  I  consider  the  ingratitude  of  our  hearts  towards  oar  glorious  Bew- 
fiwtor.  Thousands  and  thousands  of  families,  once  living  In  affluence,  have,  tvlk* 
war,  been  rednced  to  beggary.  Sometimes  famine,  and  sevsral  times  pastilonM,  M 
well  as  the  sword,  threatened  to  combine  for  our  destruction.    But  language  Isilt  is 
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commiiiiicftting  m^  Ideaa.    I  hsBrtllr  wish  yon  may  aerer  know  by  experience  what  It 
li  to  live  la  the  ntdst  of  war. 

Id  the  fore  part  ol  December,  1TT6,  the  royal  army  landed  on  Bhode  Island,  and 
took  poaseuion  of  the  Bame.  This  brought  their  camp  In  plain  Tlew  from  the  College 
with  the  naked  eye;  npon  which  the  country  flew  to  arms  and  marched  tot  Providenca. 
There,  nnprovided  with  barracks,  they  marched  Into  the  College  and  dlspened  the 
students,  about  forty  In  number.  After  this  the  College  continned  to  be  occupied  for  a 
barrack  and  an  hoepltal  alternately  nntll  Jone,  1T88,  when  tt  was  left  tn  a  roo«t  talnons 
situation.  The  Corporation  adTanoed  oat  of  their  own  pockets  near  one  thousand 
dollars  tor  the  most  necasaary  repairs,  and  ordered  the  course  of  edacatloa  to  tecom- 
mence;  bnt  under  these  circamstances  the  number  of  students  was  small,  as  the  former 
number  bad  mostly  completed  their  education  In  other  colleges,  or  turned  Uieir  atten- 
tloato  other  objects.  Last  Beptember,  five  young  geutlemen,  who  had  studied  with 
me  in  private,  were  admitted  to  the  honors  of  the  Collage  at  a  public  Commencemeot. 
Their  performances  met  such  a  aniversol  approbation  of  a  numerous  audience,  as 
inspired  the  Corporation  with  (cesh  zeal  to  promote  the  Institution.  Hr.  John  Brown, 
the  Treasurer  of  the  College,  offered  to  give  a  earn  eqaal  to  what  all  the  other  memben 
would  subscribe,  towards  procuring  ao  addition  to  onr  little  library,  and  a  philosoph- 
ical apparatus.  By  this  means  we  obtained  subaerlpHons  for  uear  £T0O  lawful  money, 
•tx  shillings  to  the  dollar,  and  the  oatalogues  are  being  made  out.  This  we  propose  to 
follow  with  an  application  to  Europe,  m  well  as  throughout  America,  for  further  bena- 
tacUona.  We  have  nominated  persons  to  this  service,  but  we  fear  tew  If  any  of  them 
will  engage  In  the  work,  on  account  of  the  dlfflcalty  of  leavlag  home,  and  the  fears  of 
not  meeting  a  cordial  reception  la  Oreat  Brltala.  Bnt  I  rejoice  to  find,  from  late 
aocoanta,  that  our  friends  remain  friends  to  the  College,  and  wish  to  know  the  state 
of  It.  This  encourages  uM  to  solicit  every  assistance  they  can  give,  all  of  which  we 
greatly  need.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  Bud  that  It  has,  under  all  Its  disadvantages, 
been  instrumental  in  greatly  promoting  Baptist  principles,  and  the  spread  of  civil  and 
tellgioua  liberty  thronghoat  Sew  England.  Our  number  of  students  Is  twelve,  and 
more  are  eipeoted  soon ;  hut  the  great  objections  which  operate  against  us  are  the  want 
«l  an  appkratns  and  library,  and  the  want  of  professors.  Of  these  advantages  the  old 
colleges  amongst  us  can  boast.  Our  library  consists  of  about  five  hundred  volumes, 
most  of  which  are  both  very  andant  and  very  useless,  as  well  as  very  ragged  and 
luulghtlj.'    Onr  prospacts  to  remedy  this,  In  America,  are  at  present  very  unpromls- 

>  The  Mends  of  tbs  College  will  oburve  the  conlnst  between  theae  Are  hnndred  "  nnslghtly  " 
Tolnnies,  arranged  ud  kept  In  a  dark  and  cheerless  chamber  In  the  College  sdlDce,  now  Unlnrslty 
HbU,  ud  tbe  nobis  Llbrsry  of  the  prgeent  day,  canslstlng  of  elEhty-^lve  thousand  standard  books 
of  approved  editions,  in  oholoe  and  sabetuUIol  bindings,  and  twenty-live  thousand  pamphlets ; 
trranged  in  sn  el^ont  and  costly  building  of  approved  madern  oonstruction,  mil  warmed,  well 
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Inc.  IiMt  fall  tlie  itato  of  th«  College  wu  laid  before  the  ABBoclatlonB  In  Kew  EngUnd 
and  Philadelphia,  vhlch  ationgl;  reconuneuded  to  all  the  churcbea  to  mak«  collectlaiii 
for  endowing  It ;  the  aame  hae  t>eeii  done  thle  year,  —  from  all  which  not  £!0  iteiUng 
haa  been  raised,  inch  U  the  acaroity  of  money,  the  harden  of  taxei,  and  the  redaced 
(tate  of  the  country.  The  society  at  large  never  appeared  so  dlapoaed  to  aulit  II  it 
were  but  In  their  power ;  bnt,  generatty  speaking,  the  Baptists  here  are  the  poor  of  thli 

Beveral  piODs  youth,  who  promise  fair  for  the  ministry,  haTing  picked  np  soniB 
grammar  learning,  have  applied  to  me  to  know  whether  any  way  can  open  for  Atit 
aasistanoe  in  getting  an  edacation.  This  has  led  me  to  think  of  a  plan  to  astiit  nidi, 
and  I  have  iketohedont  the  following:  That  the  Bev.  Messri.  8amnol  S(lUiiiui,Q*td- 
ner  Thanton,  Isaac  Backus,  John  Oano,  Hezekiah  Smith,  with  the  President,  be  a 
standing  committee  of  the  Corporation,  and  in  case  of  the  demise  of  any  of  them  their 
number  to  be  filled  up  from  time  to  time  by  tbemselrel,  who,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 
shall  examine  and  approve  of  such  aa  ahall  be  candidates  to  receive  the  asiiiunce 
which  may  be  proffered  to  wortliy  characters  in  that  way,  and  to  uy  In  what  propor- 
tions it  ahall  be  dealt  out  to  them.  It  will  be  easy  to  procnre  a  vote  of  the  Corporatlan 
to  invest  ttiis  committee  with  all  necessary  powers  to  discharge  thia  tmst ;  and  I  liSTs 
fixed  npon  men  whose  doctrinal  and  practical  principles,  as  well  as  their  cbsracter  in 
this  country,  will  entitle  them  to  the  highest  confidence  of  benefactors  to  this  fond,  I 
was  long  since  convinced  that  a  plan  of  this  kind  would  be  vastly  serviceable,  and  jao- 
poaeditto  someof  my  friends,  whose  only  objection  against  it  was  its  interference  with 
endowing  the  College,  which  was  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance j  but  I  anal 
opinion  that  many  would  be  iudnced  to  give  for  this  pnrpoae  who  would  not  on  anf 
other  consideration.  Bhould  a  donation  he  offered,  and  these  persons  be  meoUoned  lot 
the  trust,  In  this  way  I  have  anggested,  hy  some  gentleman  out  of  the  Corporatioo,  I 
am  convinced  that  It  would  immediately  take,  and  that  something  considerable  could 
soon  t>e  r^sed,  which  would  be  of  standing  benefit  to  our  oharchea,  and  mors  widely 
disseminate  the  knowledge  of  truth.'    Buch  has  been  tb«  feeling,  through  NewEnp 

llghtetl,  and  well  ventilated;  open  at  all  bonriol  the  day  and  evening,  and  aeoesslUe  to  KndenB 
and  grsdnatee  without  distlnctloo  of  class ;  the  whole  Increased  from  time  to  time  from  tbe  iDcmae 
of  tin;.*eTen  thooiand  dollaia.  Among  these  "  Ave  hundred  volumes"  was  a  copy  of  Ellal'i  lBdl» 
Bible,  obtained  perhaps  In  1711  througb  Morgan  Edwsrdi,  which  li  now  regarded  as  one  of  tbt 
most  valuable  books  in  tbe  ooUsotlon,  and  worth  a  fabulous  sum.  It  once  belonged  to  Itapt 
Wlllianu,  as  It  contains  notes  In  hU  famUlar  handwriting,  both  in  stiorthajid  and  in  En^Iih. 

1  Tbe  system  of  •cholarahlpa,  Inauguraced  by  President  Sears,  la  based  upon  the  same  gentnl 
prinolplei  which  Haonlng  bere  develops;  with  this  difference,  boi>ever,~that  the  lelialarthlia 
are  not  of  necessity  BapClBt  In  their  characler,  or  cxiuflnedeictuglTelj  to  students  who  have  or  «ba 
may  have  In  view  theChristlau  miDlscry.  These  points  are  left  lor  the  respsctlve  founden  of 
acbolarshlpa  to  determine.   Tbe  majority  of  tbem.  serve  in  carrying  into  effect  predssly  tbeM 
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I>nd,  in  bivor  of  a  college  eduofttlon,  thU  onr  plotu  illiterate  mlnlBten  us  greatly-  cii- 
cnmecribed  in  their  sphere  of  uaefulaeu,  o(  which  tuiuiy  of  them  kre  aaffiolently  sen- 
■Ibla,  and  bekrtlly  wlah  their  auccesson  mky  be  enabled  to  obvlkte  thla  objection.  A 
gtokt  and  eflectnal  door  U  opened  tor  the  labors  of  Baptist  ministers  tbronghont  oni 
Taat,  extended  frontiers,  and  many  new  churches  liave  been  lately  conatltnted  In  that 
howling  wlldemeaa;  and  indeed  the  labors  of  our  society  seem  there  generally  pre- 

I  tear  I  have  already  trespassed  upon  your  patience;  bnt  you  wished  for  Tsiions 
Information ;  and  yon  must  consider  this  letter  conttdna  the  eubatanca  of  a  ten  year*' 
correepoDdence.  I  shall  be  happy  to  have  your  asslHtance  and  patronage  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  your  opinions  on  the  subjects  proposed  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  had  forgot 
to  mentloD  that,  amidst  the  wreck  of  public  credit,  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  pce- 
•erre.  undiminished,  our  little  fund,  though  as  yet,  from  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
treasury,  which  has  operated  greatly  to  my  personal  disadvantage,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  command  any  Interest.  I  have  the  assiatance  of  a  Tutor,  and  a  grammar  mas- 
ter keep*  school  in  the  College  edifice. 

I  cannot  say  In  what  light  you  view  the  American  Revolution,  but  to  aerlous  people 
here  It  appears  to  be  of  Ood;  and  If  theconnaels  ot  Qreat  Britain  are  conducted  with 
wisdom  and  moderation.  It  will  in  the  lisne  be  of  no  disadvantage  to  her  In  a  national 
view.  In  a  religious  view  I  am  certain  it  should  not  operate  to  produce  any  discord 
among  the  snbjeots  ot  that  Prince  whose  kingdom  la  not  ot  this  world.  Aa  far  as  my 
acquaintance  extends,  I  am  convinced  that,  on  our  part,  the  former  attachment  still 
eontinaes ;  and  I  am  sare  I  have  as  little  reason  to  doubt  It  on  yours. 

views  of  President  Ibanlng.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Warren  AssoclatlOD  held  m  theyesi  ITOlitbe 
Bev.  Dr.  Stillman  prceeuted  a  plan,  which,  he  ststed,  he  hwl  received  from  a  friend,  tor  estoblleh- 
Ing  a  cbaritaUe  fund, "  tor  the  purpoee  ot  Mslstlug  incli  young  men  ot  Um  B^itlat  denomfnaClon 
aa  may  appear  to  be  snltably  qnalliled  for  the  ministry,  wlib  a  collegiate  education."  Who  tUs 
friend  ma  «e  oumot  positively  state,  bat  we  luTe  no  doabt  whatever  Id  regard  to  the  sonrce 
whence  the  plan  Itself  originated.  After  a  second  reading  ic  was  aaanlmonsly  adopted  by  the 
Aseoctatlon.  aod  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  twelve,  was  cboesD.  This  board  was  styled, 
"Tnisteea  of  the  Baptist  Education  Pood."  It  wasreqolred  that  ••to  many  of  the  Baptlit  Fellows 
ot  Rhode  Island  College  who  are  memban  of  churches  shall  be  trosleaa  of  this  fund,"  the  lemala- 
lag  number  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  from  and  by  the  Warren  Association.  Of  the  College  Fellows  on 
the  board,  were  Di.  StiUmau,  of  Boston,  Dr.  Smith,  ot  HaverhUl,  Rev.  William  WUIlama,  of  Wren- 
tham.  Dr.  Haioy,  President  ot  tbe  College,  and  Bobert  Bogera,  Esq.,  of  Kewport.  Those  elected 
by  tbe  Association,  were  Isaac  Backns,  of  Hlddteborongh,  Dr.  Baldwin,  of  Boston,  Ber.  Joeaph 
Onfcon.  of  Newtou,  Rev.  Noah  Aldeo  of  Belllngham,  Bev.  Thomas  Qreen,  ot  Cambridge,  Bev. 
George  Robinson,  of  Bildgewater,  and  Bev.  laalah  Parker,  ot  Harvard. 

In  February,  1TM.  the  aoclety  thna  commenoed  waa  duly  Incorparated  by  tbe  loglalatnre  of  Haas- 
aofaosacti.  In  ISIB  a  sepaiace  otgaulistlon  waa  formed,  which,  In  U23,  was  Incorporated  under  the 
name  ot  "Tbe  Baptist  Education  Society  of  the  Warren  Association."  At  this  time  the  faads, 
now  araoontlng  to  t3,mo,  were  equally  divided  between  tbls  Bodety  and  the  Boetou  AMOolatloa, 
wMoh  had  been  formed  In  the  year  uni.  Henoe  the  origin  and  present  funds  of  the  Society  now 
known  aa  the  Bhode  Island  Baptist  Education  Society. 
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Mr.  Mullett  waa  kind  enougb  to  put  into  my  huida  joax  Tolnme  on  dom«nlc  dntid, 
Rnd  I  heartily  thank  yoa  for  the  pleasure  which  the  perusal  of  it  gave  me.  I  «i>1i 
(here  -were  more  of  them  Id  UiU  oonntiy.  They  are  greatly  needed,  and  I  think  iraiild 
■ell.  Before  the  irar,  tor  ■applying  the  College  and  my  frtenda,  I  kept  a  imall  uuit- 
mentof  hooka,  which  I  yearly  Imported  from  London.  latillmean  todo  theHm«,Mid 
hare  thought  of  getUng  a  number  of  our  Baptist  authors  lot  the  supply  of  oar  MdetT 
in  different  parts  of  the  coantry.  I  tfalnk  there  has  not  been  sufficient  attention  paid  to 
our  own  writings  by  our  own  people.  Should  you  think  proper  to  send  any  at  tod^ 
works  for  that  purpose,  on  the  same  terms  which  booksellers  with  you  hare  them,  I 
shall  exert  myself  to  sell  (hem,  and  directly  remit  you  the  money.  I  have  meollonwl 
my  letter  to  yon  to  Dr.  Llenelyn,  to  whom,  if  you  please,  yon  may  show  it,  and  alio  to 
Hr.  Ryland,  and  any  other  friend  who  may,  in  your  opinion,  be  disposed  tOMtraikt 
College,  or  wiah  for  the  information  which  It  contains.  By  every  opportunity  I  aliall 
be  happy  to  receive  letters  from  Dr.  Btennett.    With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  tn, 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 

The  dutingaished  scholar  to  whom  the  following  excellent  lettei  ifi 
addressed  died  on  the  7th  of  August,  three  months  previous  to  its  date. 
What  he  would  have  done  for  the  College  had  he  lived,  cannot  of  coQise 
be  determined.  It  is  certain  that  his  feelings  towards  the  Institatioii 
were  friendly.  In  the  original  subscription  book  of  Morgan  Edvu^s, 
his  name  appears  as  the  largest  subscriber  on  the  list  Among  the  dupli- 
cate books  presented  to  the  library  by  the  Bristol  fklucation  Society, 
we  notice  a  fine  uncut  copy  of  the  "Biographia  Britannica,"  in  seven 
volumes  folio,  a  gift  from  Llewelyn,  who  bequeathed  his  library  to  tliftt 
society.  It  contains  his  book-mark,  and  states  the  time  of  his  dettdi- 
So  fdso,  "  Dio  Caesii  Historia  Romana,"  a  superb  copy  in  two  l&i^  ioHo 
volumes,  printed  on  linen  paper,  and  bound  in  full  Russia  gilt. 

To  Tsoitis  IiLBwaLTH,  LL.  D.,  Londok. 

Pkovidkmcc,  Kot.  S.  1183. 

Bm:  — By  Thomas  Mullett,  Ssq.,  for  whose  agreeable  acquaintance  I  am  indebted  to 

an  Introdnctory  line  from  Dr.  Stennett,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  yon  are  yet 

alive,  and,  though  in  a  declining  state  of  health,  are  still  protracting  your  nsetulnen  io 

the  cause  of  the  Bedeemei  and  the  beat  interests  of  mankind.    Tour  known  leal  in  pro* 
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motlng  the  Baptist  society  for  a  saHm  of  ;ean,  jmtr  abllitj  to  B«rT«  it,  and  tfa«  desire 
yoo  •xpreased.  In  his  hsaring,  o(  knowing  tlie  state.of  the  College  at  Piorldenoe,  have 
encouiaged  me  to  oddiess  yon  on  this  sabject,  at  once  to  give  that  Infonuatlon  and  to 
solicit  joni  patronage  of  an  institaUon  which  has  already,  In  the  minds  o(  nnblaaad 
Jndgea,  greatly  diseemlnated  the  knowledge  of  civil  and  religions  liberty  through  thla 
conntry,  and  added  respectahtUty  to  tbo  Baptist  profeuion.  Bleeding  with  the  wonnda 
of  war.  It  now  solicits  the  relief  which  the  henevolent  and  opnlent  alone  can  afford. 

From  Ita  first  establitbment  nntil  the  commencement  of  the  late  unnatural  war,  It 
gradually  Increased  in  the  nnmber  of  atadants,  which  at  that  time  was  about  forty.  It 
then  began  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  pablio,  and  bid  fair  to  have  been  greatly  aug- 
mented In  numbers,  as  many  were  then  preparing  with  a  design  to  complete  their  edn- 
cation  here.  This  town  becoming  a  frontier,  In  the  year  1TT6,  the  troops  took  posaasalon 
of  the  edlflco,  to  which  purpose  It  continued  to  be  appropriated  nntU  Jane,  1T82.  Great 
waste  and  destruction,  yon  will  naturally  oonclnde,  were  mode  apon  it  by  men  whose 
profession  ha«  deetructlon  tor  Its  obiect.  To  repair  the  edlflca  the  Corporation 
advanced  money  out  of  their  own  pockets,  as  also  to  fit  up  some  rooms  for  the  accom- 
modation ol  students  who  are  likely  to  enter  aoon.  The  number  of  these  Is  now  twelve, 
and  more  are  soon  ezpscted.  In  short,  we  want  nothing  but  a  proper  endowment  to 
enable  us  to  furnlah  a  auitabla  library  and  apparatus,  and  properly  support  able 
instractors,  torender  the  College  very  respectable;  the  grand  objection  ag^nst  it  is  the 
want  of  these  things,  of  which  they  can  boaat  at  other  colleges.  Those  inimical  to  onr 
profession  are  exceeding  vigilant  to  prevent  its  growth,  from  on  Idea  of  its  Importance 
to  tbe  Baptist  cause.  Hitherto  a  very  great  part  of  onr  society  in  this  country  have 
been  by  no  means  friendly  to  It;  but  many  have  altered  their  opinion,  and  would  assist 
If  they  could;  but,  reduced  by  the  war  and  the  weight  of  taxes,  at  present  they  can 
only  wish  It  well.  Cambridge  College  was  so  fortunate  as  to  attract  the  attention  ol  a 
HolUs,  New  Haven  of  a  Yale,  and  New  Hampshire  of  a  Dartmonth,  who  have  given 
their  names  to  these  seats  of  learning.  We  should  think  ourselves  no  less  happy  tn  the 
patron^e  of  a  Ltaealyn.  ZUuitlgn  CoStge  appears  well  when  written,  and  sonnda  no  less 
agreeably  when  spoken.  Nor  do  I  know  a  name  which  would  please  me  better  to 
hear  extolled  on  onr  pabUc  anniversarlsa  as  the  founder  of  the  Institution.  The  Char- 
ter, one  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  you,  empowers  the  Corporation  to  give  the 
College  a  name  in  honor  of  its  moat  dlsHngnished  benefactor,  which  they  are  resolved 
to  do.  I  know  yonr  philanthropy  and  principles  of  liberty  would  not  suffer  yon  to 
object  that  we  are  now  independent  of  the  British  Empire.  You  too  well  know  that 
naoasai^,  dire  necessity  impelled  to  this  measure  a  people  whose  feelings  revolted  at  the 
Idea  upon  any  other  ground.  Besides,  subjects  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  cannot  approve 
of  strong  local  attachments.    It  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  human  mind  to  establish  a 
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pui&Mt«Dt  fune.  As  this  app«an  to  bs  •  pkuion  OMtani  to  mHt,  so  It  U  dMWnl 
wbetfaar  lie  le«ls  a  stronget,  or  one  thftt  ooum  to  inflaence  blm  Utsr.  And  whU  cu 
more  eSeotnallr  gmtitj  this  predomlnuit  ftS«oUoii,  than  Uia  gratefiil  racaII«ctioii  ot  tht 
latest  po«t«rlt]'  that  we  have  laid  fonndatlonB  for  ImproTlDg  the  boman  intellect,  dii- 
Mminatlng  ooalul  knowlsdge,  and  pcopagattog  the  goapel  ot  p«»c«  over  almoEt  half  the 
globe?  U  we  conalderthe  rapid  piogrese  of  leliglon,  letters,  goTemment,  and  Mti  Id 
thle  new  world,  where  on  earth  can  a  theatre  be  erected,  from  which  the  hmnin  chu- 
aotet  can  be  exhibited  to  better  advantage  (in  largely  contribntlng  to  the  prog[«ii  of 
religion,  aodety,  and  manners)  than  In  Amerloa?  Bat  yon,  sir,  needonlj'coiiiid«rlli*t 
pstroDldng  tbla  College  will  directly  contribute  to  the  propagation  of  the  goepal  at 
Ohrlat  In  Ita  almpUcitj  to  beatow  upon  it  your  friendship.  Ot  the  prospecti  ot  tfali  I 
have  given  aome  hints  to  Dr.  Btenuett,  In  a  letter  of  this  date,  to  which  I  refer  you,  u 
I  have  desired  him  to  communicate  the  contenta  of  it  to  his  friends,  and  thoM  ot  tbe 
College,  partlcalarly  requesting  him  to  show  it  to  Dt.  Llewelyn.  Therein  t  have  mta- 
tioned  the  state  ot  out  library,  apparatoa,  land,  etc.  The  whole  Interest  ot  the  latter 
does  not  amonnt  to  more.  It  so  much,  as  £80  sterling  per  annom.  We  propose  to  for- 
ward onr  catalogue  ae  soon  as  it  is  ready,  and  invite  onr  friends  to  lend  ns  theti  tniet- 
4Uice  in  purchasing  the  books,  fihoald  your  rlewi  be  different  from  mine  In  relerence 
-to  the  premises,  I  beg  yonr  forgiveaess  for  troabllug  yon  on  this  subject  throngh  my 
zeal  tor  the  College ;  bnt  shonld  yon  think  favorably  ot  the  proposal,  yon  will  do  *  sin- 
gnlat  favor  to  a  grateful  Corporation,  the  Baptist  Boclety  In  America,  and  I  doubt  not 
to  remote  posterity,  but  to  none  mora  than  to  him  who,  with  every  sentiment  ot  ettesm, 
has  the  honor  to  anbacribe  bimself,  sir, 

Tout  friend  and  servant  In  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

Jakks  MAnmo- 

The  members  of  the  Warren  Asaociatioo,  at  ita  meeting  this  yeafi 
to  which  Manning  in  hia  correspondence  alludes,  prepared  an  address 
to  their  "friends  and  countrymen,"  which  presents  a  faithful  picture 
of  the  times  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  exhibits  in  a  pleasing  light 
the  views  and  prospects  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  We  cannot 
resist  the  temptation  to  introduce  here  the  closing  paragraphs.  They 
have  special  reference  to  the  College,  and  show  how  intimate,  formerly, 
were  the  relations  it  sustained  to  the  churches :  — 

Permit  na  to  add  a  word  concerning  ednoatlon,  and  we  shall  have  done.  In  Q«n«*is 
xvU.  God  made  a  covenant  with  Abraham,  whioh  oonatituted  a  church  In  his  house- 
bold,  who  had  a  large  grant  of  choice  lands  that  In  due  time  they  were  to  take  posset 
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Blon  of  by  destroyltig  th»  heMhen  liUutbltantf ;  and  as  longai  that  BtaMcontlaiied,  they 
-were  to  maka  a  visibl*  diKetence  In  oonnnerce  and  gorernment,  aa  well  aa  worahlp, 
b«(weon  the  clrcamclied  and  all  other  people  in  the  world.  In  the  same  church  th« 
prleata  wore  to  have  the  whole  government  in  worahip,  and  were  also  to  declare  what  tha 
aentence  ol  the  law  waa  in  oapltal  caaes ;  and  the  Jndgea  were  to  carry  the  same  Into 
execntloQ  (Dent.  zvll.  8-12).  When  Christ  came  he  tnlfllled  the  law,  and  abolished 
thoae  distinctions  among  men ;  and  conititiited  his  chnrch  upon  a  better  covenant  — 
eatabliahed  upon  better  promises.  Hia  word  calls  said  covenant  with  Abraham  the 
covenant  of  drcnmcUlon  (Acts  vli.  8),  but  In  alter  asss  deceitful  men  took  away  that 
name,  and  called  It  the  covenant  ol  grace ;  Into  which  they  essayed  to  bring  children 
before  they  believed,  or  conld  choose  lor  themselves.  And  all  colleges  and  superior 
placaa  of  learning  were  entirely  under  the  command  of  such  men  tor  many  centuries; 
by  which  means,  natural  aRection,  the  force  of  education,  temporal  interest,  and  self- 
rlghteoaeneas,  all  conspired  together  to  bind  people  in  that  way ;  wherein  the  orthodox 
have  claimed  a  right  to  treat  all  others  as  others  have  not  a  right  to  treat  them.  But  a 
college  la  now  erected  at  Providence  upon  a  plan  of  equal  liberty,  where  education  Is 
to  be  had  wltiiont  any  sectarian  or  party  tests.  Other  colleges  have  been  erected  and 
mneh  of  their  expense  borne  by  governments ;  but  this  hu  been  done  entirely  by  per- 
■onal  generosity ;  and  some  men  of  Influeucs  have  tried  to  crush  It ;  tbereloie  It  calls 
loudly,  to  all  lovers  of  knowledge  and  liberty,  to  contribute  their  mite  towards  its 
neceesaiy  support. 

News  of  the  definite  treat?  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  arrived  in  Providence  on  the  second  day  of  December, 
178S.  This  treaty  secured  to  the  Colonies  their  independence,  and  the 
possession,  says  Bancroft,  of  all  the  country  from  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
Southwestern  Mississippi,  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  St. 
Mary's.  But  who,  says  a  writer,  can  estimate  the  price  paid.  We  can 
count  up  the  miUions  of  dollars  expended,  and  number  the  Uves  that 
were  lost  in  that  contest.  But  who  can  form  an  estimate  of  the  sufFei^ 
ings  of  the  inhabitants  at  lai^,  and  of  the  privations  they  bore,  in 
raising  that  sum  ;  or,  of  the  affiiction,  and  sorrow,  and  pain,  that  pre- 
ceded and  followed  the  deaths  of  the  martyrs  of  freedom.  How  grate- 
ful to  the  citizens  of  Providence  especially,  who  had  suffered  more 
than  others,  and  were  now,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  destitate  of 
many  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  most  have  been  the  news  of  peace  at 
last.    A  service  of  thanksgiving,  at  the  request  of  the  town,  was  held 
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iQ  the  Baptist  Meetinghouse.  '*Oood  Mr.  Snow,"  says  HowUad, 
"offered  Qxe  first  prayer.  He  began  by  saying,  'Convened  on  thiis 
solemn  occasion.'  Doct.  Hitchcock  commenced,  'Assembled  on  this 
joyful  occasion.'  The  text  was,  '  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for 
us,  whereof  we  ate  glad. '  Doct  Manning  tead  the  Psalms,  and  offered 
the  concluding  prayer.  These  three  were  all  the  ministers  then  beloi^- 
ing  to  the  town,  except  Mr.  Graves,  who  had  ceased  to  officiate." 
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1TS(-1ISS. 

Latter  to  HaiiDliiK  from  tbe  R«v.  Dt.  lUppon,  ol  London  —  Hoat  of  tbo  Bftptiat  mlnlAten 
Id  EuKlftiid  on  tbe  side  of  Amwlea  tn  tbeirAr— Hanniog'a  reply  to  Blppoa—Apoa- 
taay  of  Rev.  Elfaanmn  Wlncliester  —  Sketcb  of  Hon.  Aahar  Robblns  —  B«ptlaU  corn- 
palled  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  Pedobaptlst  wonUp  in  HesBachnsetts  Mid 
Connecticut  — Beaoluttoa  of  tbe  Warren  AesociMlon  in  reference  tbereto— Letter  to 
Rex.  TbomM  Uitlck  on  the  subject— Sketcb  of  Rev.  Elhanan  WlDcheetw  —  Hli 
tronblea  with  the  Baptist  church  In  PhiladBlphlk  — Two  letters  to  Rev.  Dr.  Smith  — 
William  Wilkinson  and  the  College  Grammar  School  — Extract  from  the  FrovUenot 
OoMtlereBpectlDg  tbe  transfer  of  tbe  school  tromtbeCoUegeto  the  brick  ecbool-house 

—  Letter  to  Rev.  Dr.  Caleb  Evans,  of  Bristol,  England  —  Condition  of  tbe  College  — 
KBorts  to  add  to  Ite  funds  and  to  Increase  Its  library  —  Evans's  reply  to  Manning  — 
nlaetratloii  !of  Manning's  numerous  and  perplexing  cares — Letter  from  Rev.  A. 
BfXXb  —  Manning's  reply  —  Letter  to  Bev.  John  Ryland,  Jr.  — Letter  to  Kev.  Dr. 
BlppoD,  Introducing  Dr.  Solomon  Drovne,  of  Providence  —  Sketch  of  Dr.  Drowne 

—  Letter  to  Hon.  David  Howell,  in  CoDgresa- Letter  to  Rev.  Thomas  Ustick — 
Degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  conferred  on  Manning  by  tbe  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nift— Second  letter  to  Hon.  David  Howell  — Letter  to  Thomas  Mackaneas,  Esq.,  of 
London  —  Manning's  plan  to  establish  a  library  tor  the  Baptist  Association  in  Ksn- 
tu(^ky  —  Letterto  Bev.  Dr.  Evans  —  Manning's  philanthropic  efforts  to  enlighten  the 
Illiterate  Baptist  ministers  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia— Extract  from  Bemple's 
History  of  the  Baptists  ol  Virginia— Letter  to  Manning  from  Hon.  Granville  Sharp, 
of  London  — Manning's  reply  — Xiibrary  increased  to  two  thonsand  volumes  — Kccle- 
alaatleal  matters  pertaining  to  tbe  Episcopal  Cbnrch  —  Letter  to  Rev.  Dr.  Rlppon  — 
Biographical  sketch  of  Rev.  BtepheuGano  — Character  of  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  the 
flrat  Chancellor  of  tbe  College  ~  Letter  tram  Rev.  Dr,  Evans  announcing  a  donation 
of  books  to  the  College  Library  from  the  Bristol  Edacatlon  Society— Character  of  the 
donation  and  of  tbe  aforesaid  Society  —  Letter  to  Hon.  David  Howell  In  behalf  of  the 
Corporation,  urging  him  to  nse  bis  Inflaence  with  the  members  of  Congress  In  lavor 
of  »  petition  for  Indemnity  tor  Injnrlea  which  tbe  College  bntldlng  sustained  during 
tha  war  — Death  of  Hon.  Joseph  Brown  —  Correspondence  between  Manning  and 
John  6III,  of  London,  respecting  tbe  publications  of  Rev.  Dr.  John  QUI  —  List  of  Dr. 
OlH's  pnblished  works— Pleasant  bibliographical  "  morceau  "  respecting  the  Bist  vol- 
ume of  Backns's  Ecclesiastical  History. 

The  follo^ng  letter  is  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rippoo,  of  Loudon, 
successor  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gill.  The  remnrkable  statement  which  he 
makes,  that  all  the  Baptist  ministers  in  London  but  two,  and  most  of 
the  Baptist  clergy  in  the  country,  were  on  the  side  of  the  Americans  in 
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the  "  late  dispate,"  as  he  mildly  tenns  the  war,  ia  as  gratifying  to  us  of 
the  present  day  as  it  doubtless  was  to  Manning  and  his  friends.  Tbe 
reader  of  the  correspondence  now  began  will  iwdily  perceive  that  Dr. 
Rippon,  from  his  character  and  position,  was  well  qu^ified  to  judge  of 
the  views  and  feelings  of  his  brethren  in  matters  of  puhUc  moment 

Gbavob  Boas,  Soittbwaiuc,  Hay  1, 1TS4. 

RiTBRRlfD  JLHD  DKAB  StS : 

I  hkve  long  wished  for  on  opportanil^  ol  Introducing  mjseU  to  .7on  and  to  uTfln) 
other. brethren  on  yonr  dde  of  the  Atlantio.  And  u  God  in  hit  wiadom  haa  now  pn(  hi 
end  to  the  late  bloody  and  nnrlgbteoQB  vtx,  and  opened  a  free  oommnnioation  bet«Ma 
thle  country  and  America,  I  take  the  liberty,  by  the  hands  of  yonr  neighbor,  Hi.  CbiM, 
(who  apeaJU  in  the  hlghect  terms  ot  yon,  MeMrs.  Stillman,  Oano,  etc.),  of  soUcitlns  «aeh 
a  Christian  oorreapandenoe  as  your  wisdom  may  auggest,  and  four  large  oonaecttoB* 
and  many  avocations  may  permit. 

To  describe  myaelt  is  a  work  test  proper  than  what  I  wish  to  be  employed  In;  bat  as  it 
is  probable  my  name  has  never  reached  your  ears,  It  may  not  be  altogether  intfrtper  to 
hint  that  I  was  bom  at  Tiverton,  in  Devonshire,  about  forty  miles  from  Plymouth,  sod 
about  sixteen  from  Dpottery,  where  my  lather  ii  minister.  I  was  called  by  graoa,  I 
trnat,  when  about  sixteen  years  o(  age.  became  a  atndeDt  at  Bristol  under  the  Bsv. 
Messrs.  Hugh  and  Caleb  Evans  when  I  was  between  seventeen  and  eighteen,  and  con- 
tinued there  lietween  three  and  four  years.  ^Atter  the  death  of  Dr.  GUI,  I  was  invited 
tbence  to  town  as  a  probationer  amongst  his  people,  and  with  them  have  been  conloit- 
ably  settled  as  pastor  for  more  than  eleven  years.  The  church  now  consists  of  about 
three  hundred  members,  many  ot  whom  are  very  lively,  affectionate,  and  evangelloaL 
The  declaration  of  their  lalth  and  practice,  which  they  made  at  their  admission,  is  at  the 
close  of  the  three  volumes  ot  sermons  and  tracts  accompanying  this,  yonr  acceptano«  o( 
which  will  do  me  an  honor,  it  yon  ooostder  them  as  a  small  token  of  the  great  aCsction 
I  bear  yon  m  a  faithful  and  honored  servant  of  our  Illustrious  Master. 

Whatever  scepticism  attacks  my  mind,  ot  this  I  am  certain,  that  there  are  bretbcea 
in  yonr  country  "  whom  not  having  seen  I  love."  This  has  frequently  tnmed  to  ml 
lor  a  testimony  ot  my  having  passed  from  death  unto  life.  Nor  did  I  least  of  alt  sxps> 
tlence  this  In  the  year  1780,  when  Mr.  Wallin  (who  left  earth  for  heaven  in  the  begin* 
nlng  ot  the  year  1TS3)  received  a  letter  from  Boston  cont^nlng  an  account  of  a  great 
revival  through  New  England,  and  in  which  it  was  said  Mr.  Wincheeter  was  very 
Instmmental.  I  sent  tbla  acoonnt  to  Mr.  Evans,  of  Bristol,  and  h«  printed  an  estrset 
from  it  in  the  following  Western  Association  latter.  It  afforded  a  jo;  amongst  many 
churches  better  felt  than  described.    Some  of  us  thought  with  pleasare  on  Isa,  liz.  19- 
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But,  aUal  th«  next  kccomit  we  boar  ia  thkt  this  niaAil  mui  hat  wofallr  oliuig«d 
hia  MDtlmenta.  Lord,  wh«t  Is  mant  A  aannon  ot  Mt.  Wkllln's,  oalled  the  "OntcMts 
Comtorted,"  on  Imi.  IxtI.  6,  baa  been  reprinted  here,  with  an  appendix  s^d  to  t>e 
written  b^  one  Clarke,  a  m7«tic.  It  contains  obaenwtions  on  the  Beventh  tmmpet,  and 
a  dissertation  on  the  altar  of  braM  called  Ariel,  etc.  My  heart  has  been  grieved  lor 
the  food  man,  and  I  have  wept  In  secret  places  on  his  account.  Is  it  true  that  Hr, 
Morgan  Edwards,  to  whom  I  intend  writing  soon,  has  printed  a  book  In  vindication 
ot  htm? 

I  believe  alt  our  Baptist  ministers,  except  two,  and  most  ot  ont  biethien  In  the 
eountrjr,  were  on  the  side  of  the  Ameiiaans  In  the  late  dispnte.  But  sorry,  verj  BOrry 
were  we  to  hear  that  the  College  waa  a  hospital,  and  the  meeting-honses  were  forsaken 
and  occapied  for  civil  or  martial  purposes.  Vfe  wept  when  the  thliaty  plains  drank 
the  blood  of  70ur  departed  heroes,  and  the  shont  of  a  king  waa  amongst  ns  when  your 
well-fought  battles  were  crowned  with  victory.  And  to  tUs  hour  we  bellerejtbat  the' 
independence  of  America  will  for  a  while  secure  the  liberty-of  this  country ;  bat  that 
if  the  continent  had  been  reduced,  Britain  would  not  long  have  been  bee. 

The  last  Warren  Association  letter  that  I  bare  seen  is  dated  1TT9.  It  came  with  Mr. 
Backna's  History.  Since  then  many  Important  things  mast  have  happened,  and  it  mi^ 
be  there  is  mnch  good  news  to  he  conveyed  to  ns  respecting  our  aistei  chnrobes  in  the 
wUdemess.  Olad  shoald  I  be  to  hear  of  the  suocesa  ot  the  gospel  and  of  the  prosperity 
ot  tbe  College.  When  shall  the  priests  of  Zlon  b«  olothed  with  salvation,  and  her 
saints  ahont  alond  tor  Joy?  O  Lord,  let "  thy  kingdom  conie,"  let  it  spread  through  all 
the  world,  and  particalarly  let  It  oome  in  my  heart,  and  in  the  heart  of  thy  honored 
.   servant  toe  whom  these  lines  are  designed. 

It  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Baptist  in  this  country  Is  more  flourisbing  than  the  Pres- 
byterian or  Independent.  In  most  ot  ovr  chnrchea  there  Is  a  cordial  attachment  to  the 
truth  as  it  Is  in  Jesus,  attended  with  a  greater  liberality  towards  others  who  differ 
tram  as  than  was  formerly  expressed,  ilaj  a  Christian  contention  tor  tbe  troth  and  a 
general  Catholicism  forever  walk  hand  in  hand,  that  nnconverted  men  may  have  reason 
again  to  say,  "See  how  these  Christians  love  I" 

This  afternoon  I  have  been  employed  In  packing  books  as  lollows:  OiU's  Sermons 
and  Tracts,  3  vols.,  blue  boards,  tor  yonrsell;  do..  In  sheets,  tor  that  much  respected 
man,  Mr.  Stlllman,  ot  Boston ;  a  dozen  ot  Watts's  Hymns  and  Psalms,  and  half  a  doien 
Biblea  and  as  many  Testaments,  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  think  best.  0111  should  have 
been  bound  neatly;  but  as  Mi.  Cbase  is  likely  to  sail  Monday  morning,  It  cannot  be 
done.  Will  yon  do  me  the  favor  ot  making  this  apology  to  Mr.  Stlllman  If  I  hare  not 
time  to  write  him,  as  I  tear  I  shall  not,  for  It  is  Saturday  evening,  nine  o'clock,  now, 
And  it  was  past  eight  before  I  began  this  hasty  scrawl. 

With  the  above  I  have  sent  three  prints,  — one  ot  the  Bev.  Dr.  QUI,  anothar  ot  the 
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late  Kev.  Hugh  Evans,  my  mncb  Mteemed  tntor,  Ksd  ftnotber  of  iii7*eU.  I  htrt  not 
tlma  to  get  thorn  gifteed  and  packed.  The  firat  two  deaoiro  a  toipectfiil  place  in  the 
College,  and  the  laat  courts  no  sltnatton  but  a  place  of  aoUtrnde  ander  ronr  hoapitabls 
roof.  I  shall  be  mach  obliged  to  70U  to  circulate  the  proposals  which  relate  to  Saurin 
and  Claude,  atid  to  notice  tbe  advertisement  of  6iir«  books  wbloh  I  have  sent.  If  taj 
ot  your  friends  want  any  of  tbem,  I  can  procure  them  at  bookseller's  price,  con8ids^ 
ably  cheaper  than  the  printed  list.  It  will  rejoloe  me  to  be  of  any  service  to  tbem, 
and  more  espeelallf  It  they  are  poor  ministers.  I  have  not  time  to  read  this  over 
now,  as  a  person  has  been  waiting  (or  it  while  I  write.  Bzcuse  my  haate.  Remembu 
me  respectfully,  If  you  please,  to  Mr.  Howell,  your  assistant.  Pray  for  me,  write  m* 
the  flrst  opponanlty,  and  be  assured  I  think  it  a  great  tellcitr  to  have  any  good  reasos 
to  snbacrlbe  myself, 

Yonr  affectionate  brother  and  servant, 

Jom  BiFPOK. 
P.  S.— lam  this  week  thirty-three  years  of  age. 

RippoD  ifi  not  the  only  one  who  has  left  on  record  the  views  and 
sentiments  of  the  Baptiata  of  England  in  regard  to  the  War  of  the 
American  Revolution.  The  celebrated  Robert  Hall  regarded  it  as 
unrighteous  as  well  as  unpopular  "  -with  men  of  true  liberal  principles." 
Is  his  published  works,  the  well-known  John  Rjland,  of  Northampton, 
whom  we  have  noticed  in  previous  chapters  as  a  correspondent  of  Man- 
ning, and  a  benefactor  of  the  College,  is  quoted  as  saying  on  a  certain 
occasion :  —  "If  I  were  General  Washington,  I  would  summon  all  the 
American  officers  ;  they  should  form  a  circle  around  me,  and  I  would 
address  them,  and  we  would  offer  a  libation  in  Our  own  blood,  and  I 
woufd  order  one  of  them  to  bring  a  lancet  and  a  punch-bowl;  and  he 
should  bleed  us  all,  one  by  one,  into  this  panch-bowl;  and  I  would  be 
the  first  to  bare  my  arm ;  and  when  the  punch-bowl  was  full,  and  vs 
had  all  been  bled,  I  would  call  upon  every  man  to  consecrate  himself  to 
tiie  work,  by  dipping  Iiis  sword  into  the  bowl,  and  entering  into  a  sol- 
emn covenant  engagement  by  oath,  one  to  another,  and  we  would 
swear  by  Him  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  and  liveth  forever  and  ever, 
that  we  would  never  sheath  our  swords  while  there  was  an  English  sol- 
dier in  arms  remaining  in  America." 
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To  this  letter  from  Kippon  Mamiing  repliefl :  — 

FxoviDK(CX,  Aag.  3,  ITU. 
Bktuknd  utd  Dkab  Bum: 

I  b»Te  DOW  before  me  ;onr  most  acceptable  laror  of  M*7 1st,  for  wfalcti  I  reCutn  yon 
many  thanki,  ••  well  aa  tor  tbe  package  and  Its  agreeable  contents.  I  felicitated 
myself  on  a  large  and  free  correspondence  wltb  Cfaristlan  frlenils  in  England  on  the 
retam  of  peace,  and  accoTdingl;  wrote  to  Mr.  Wallin,  from  New  York,  at  the  Brst  dawn 
of  It,  bnt  soon  after  received  information  that  he  Itad  rested  from  his  labors.  By  the 
flrst  vessal  from  the  State  this  was  followed  b;  letters  to  Dr*.  Slennett  and  Llewelyn 
and  Hr.  Ryland ;  bnt  these,  I  conjecture  from  yoni  letter,  never  reached  them,  alnoe 
they  contained  such  Information  as  I  Judged  wonld  be  wished  for  by  oar  brethren  on 
yonr  side  of  the  water,  and  such  as  In  year  letter  you  request.  NotlilDg  conid  be  more 
agreeable  than  the  correspondence  yon  propose,  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  keepnp  with 
the  greatest  punctuality.  Yonr  letter  did  not  give  me  the  flrst  Information  of  your 
name,  etc.,  as  Ur.  Wallin  had  favored  me  with  the  sermon  and  charge  delivered  at 
yooz  settlement.  But  the  Intermptlon  of  all  intercourse  by  means  of  the  war,  left  me 
in  a  great  meaaure  Ignorant  of  the  state  of  our  churches  and  mlnlatera  in  England, 
nntil  Dr.  Stennatt's  letter,  lost  fall,  by  Mr.  Mnllett,  and  a  abort  acquaintance  with 
Capt.  Thomas  Hesnard  last  Hay  In  New  York,  who  gave  me  such  a  pleasing  Idea  of  Mr. 
Rippon,  that  I  requested  him  to  present  my  Christian  salntation,  and  inform  him  that 
a  letter  wonld  be  highly  pleasing  to  your  unknown  friend. 

Yonr  letter,  it  appears,  was  then  written  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Chase's  recommen- 
dation, to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  his  favorable  opinion.  Aa  soon  as  the  package  of 
books  and  the  prints  came  safe  to  hand,  Mr.  Stillman's  were  sent  forward,  together 
with  his  letter,  and  I  shall  distribute  the  Blblea,  Testaments.  Psalms,  and  Hymns 
aa  I  think  will  be  moat  serviceable  to  the  poor.  The  proposals  for  Dr.  Oill's,  Sanrln'e, 
and  Clande's  works  I  have  circulated;  but  the  Impoverished  state  of  the  country,  and 
the  dialncllnation  to  reading  books  on  Tsllgious  subjects,  presage  bnt  a  smalt  sale  at 
preaont.  8ome,  however,  will,  I  expect,  be  wanted,  for  which  I  shall  expect  yonr 
kindly  proffered  services.  I  most  heartily  rejoice  at  your  success  in  the  ministry,  and 
the  happy  state  of  tbe  church  of  which  yon  are  pastor.  Hay  the  Lord  continue  to 
strengthen  you  for  his  service,  and  honor  you  with  many  more  seals  of  yonr  ministry. 
Ton  speak  the  language  of  my  heart  towards  brethren  in  yoor  country  when  yon 
express  your  affectionate  regard  for  ns.  I  conceive  this  results  from  (he  very  nature 
of  the  religion  of  Jesus.  Often  has  this  prompted  me  to  plan  a  voyage  to  Enrope ;  but 
snch  have  hitherto  been,  and  moat  probably  will  continue  to  be,  my  embarraasmenta, 
that  lahall  be  denied  this  privilege]  but  I  hope  to  meet  the  whole  family  at  home,  and 
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loTever  enjoj  their  ImproTing  aooiet;  above  when  onr  Ubon  on  euth  are  flolihed. 
The  print*  of  Dr.  Oill  «Dd  Rev.  Hugh  Bvftns  shall  have  a  respectfal  place  In  the  Col- 
lege, and  •■  I  daresay  Hr.  Bippoo  loves  good  company,  he  will  excuse  me  for  pUdig 
his  there  also.  Kotthat  I  am  unwUling  to  tomlah  It,  and  its  agreeiible  original,  Tith 
the  best  accommodations  my  house  can  al[oid,fot  this  I  should  estsem  a  peculiar  bTor; 
but  as  I  promise  myself  your  future  patronafe  at  the  College,  I  know  of  noplace  m 
suitable  as  that. 

The  apostasy  of  Mr.  Winchester  has  beea  for  a  lamentation  amongst  us.  Bell- 
ezaltation  was  the  rock  ou  which  he  split.  Though  he  had  from  the  flnt  been  remuk- 
ftbletorinstabUityof  character,  he  inflicted  a  grievous  wonndon  the  cause,  especially  In 
Philadelphia ;  but  I  think  he  Is  now  at  the  end  o(  his  tether.  His  Interest  is  decliDlng, 
which  will  most  probably  prove  a  deadly  wound.  I  saw  him  last  May,  and  from  bU 
appearance  think  he  has  nearly  run  his  race.  His  state  of  health  will  not  admit  ot  his 
preaching,  and  by  a  letter  last  week  from  the  Rev.  Thomsa  Ustlck,  who  now  snppliea 
the  pulpit  In  Philadelphia,  I  learn  that  Winchester  and  his  friends  have  lost  the  caw  in 
their  suit  lor  the  meeting-honse  and  the  property  of  the  church.  It  realty  sppesred 
Aat  Ood  owned  his  labors  in  the  revival  in  New  England.  Perhaps  foi  attempting  to 
take  the  glory  to  himself,  he  has  laid  him  aside  as  an  Improper  instrument  tor  hit 
work,  who  Justly  challenges  the  whole  of  it  as  his  own.  From  common  fame,  and  (ton 
what  I  myaell  saw,  I  really  think  this  to  be  the  case. 

Hr.  Morgan  Bd  wards  has  not  printed  in  vindication  of  bis  principles,  but  he  read  nu 
a  manuscript  more  than  a  year  since  on  that  subject,  which  be  did  not  own,  tbougli 
charged  then  with  being  the  author.  He  did  not  deny  it;  whereby  he  was  entreated 
not  to  add  the  printing  ot  this  to  tbtf  long  list  of  Imprudent  things  which  had  altead; 
BO  greatly  grieved  his  friends  and  so  injured  his  lepntation.  This  plainness  did  not 
please  him,  but  I  thought  the  use  of  it  was  daty. 

Enclosed  I  send  yon  the  minutes  of  the  Eastern  Association  since  the  year  1T79;  sod 
«B  I  flatter  myseU  that  ray  letters  must  have  reached  Dr.  Stennett,  etc.,  before  this,  I 
refer  you  to  the  information  which  they  contain,  observing  in  general  thatattiis  com- 
mencement of  the  war  the  glorions  revival  in  which  the  College  and  the  town  of  Prov- 
idence, as  well  as  many  places  adjacent,  bad  so  largely  shared  (during  the  continnsnea 
of  which,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  I  baptiied  more  than  a  hundred  persons),  began  te 
decline;  and  except  the  visitation  you  refer  to  in  your  letter,  the  state  ol  religion,  ssr^ 
ing  in  the  frontier  parts,  has  been  on  the  decline  until  about  the  close  of  the  war,  since 
which  public  worship  Is  better  attended,  and  many  souls  have  of  late  been  bopefallr 
converted.  On  avisit  to  New  York  and  the  Jerseys,  the  last  spring,  I  found  the  people 
anxionsforthe  Word,  and  hopeful  appearances  in  almost  every  place  where  I  was  called 
to  preach.  By  a  letter  the  last  week  I  find  the  work  increases,  especially  under  tiia 
ministry  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  yonng  minister  resident  at  Bordentown,  in  West  Jersey,  and 
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atj  Brother  Guio,  tn  New  York.  Ab  Mr.  Backos  U  bere,  I  prsTklled  on  him  to  glT«  k 
Bketoli  at  the  reformation  between  two  and  three  hundred  miles  eaat  of  ns,  of  whlt^  he 
haa  had  some  direct  and  late  acconnta.  This,  tor  yonr  satlatactlon,  I  alao  enclose. 
Lord's  Day  sennight  I  convened  with  a  peiaon  from  there,  who  profaessd  to  b«  a  snb- 
i«et  of  the  work.  He  gave  a  moat  remarkable  account  of  the  display  of  Ood's  power 
and  grace  amongst  them.  In  general  oar  chnrchea  appear  to  stand  Bteadfaat  In  th« 
doctrines  of  grace ;  and  Indeed  the  Baptist  chnrches  are  almost  left  alone  In  defending 
them  against  Armlnlans  and  UnlTenallBta,  as  our  brethren  of  other  denomlnattona 
who  are  sonnd  appear  much  disconragsd.  I  believe  I  may  say  with  tmth,  that  the 
Baptist  society  In  America  Increases  more  rapidly  than  any  other  rellgloaa  denomina- 
tion ;  bnt  In  general  we  are  the  poor  of  the  world.  Ood  grant  that  we  may  be  rich  In 
faith. 

1  rejoice  to  hear  that  our  Baptist  brethren  In  England  sympathised  with  na  In  oar 
deep  affilctlon.  Oni  blood  indeed  was  wantonly  shed,  — of  this  I  have  boen  a  deeply 
Interasted  spectator,— but  I  trust  Ood  meant  It  for  good.  I  think  I  can  say  that  I  never 
In  one  Instanco  doubted  the  Justice  of  onr  caose,  and  I  desire  to  bless  God  that  I  never 
thirsted  for  the  blood  of  those  who  were  shedding  onrs.  Bnt  I  wish  to  banish  from  my 
mind  those  scenes  of  horror. 

Brotherly  kindness  prevails  more  amongst  the  several  denominations  thronghont 
New  England  than  heretofore,  and  ol  oonrsa  the  prejudices  against  the  Baptists  are 
greatly  abated.  Ifothlng  Is  more  common  than  the  most  cordial  invitations  into  the 
pulpits  of  the  Pedobaptlsts  when  I  travel  through  the  country.  Irejolcetobearthat  the 
■Mne  spirit  prevails  with  you.  Union  In  Chtlit,  in  my  opinion,  should  lead  his  dlsciplea 
(o  the  strongest  expressions  of  love  towards  one  another. 

The  College  edlfloe  suffered  greatly  by  the  troops,  who  hod  It  In  possession  nearly  six 
yeata.  To  repair  theae  damages  has  been  a  difBcult  task,  while  denied  compensation 
from  (he  pnbtlo,  and  deatitate  of  funds  lor  that  purpose.  The  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion have  repeatedly  submitted  to  make  such  partial  repairs  as  were  absolutely  necessary 
to  its  preservation.  With  all  these  difficulties  to  combat,  It  begins,  however,  again  to 
revive.  It  now  oonalets  of  twenty-two  members,  and  we  expect  an  addition  of  several 
more  this  talL  Hi.  Howell,  my  former  colleague,  has  been  for  seveial  years  In  the  civil 
department*,  and  is  now  In  the  Continental  Congress,  where  he  ha«  beenupwaideof  two 
jeara.    Mr.  Asher  Bobbins,'  an  alumnus  of  Yale  College,  in  Connecticut,  Is  now  a  tutor. 

>  Hon.  Aaber  Bobbins,  LL.D.  Hs  was  bom  In  ConnectlCDt,  and  wu  gisdaatad  st  Yale  CollSEe 
in  the  jeai  im.  Boon  after  completing  hii  collcglalecoDTae.  be  ma  elected  s  tator  auder  Maauliig, 
lAlch  offlce  be  beld  for  elgbt  jears.  While  tbos  occapled  in  qaickenlng  tbe  illllgraiGe  of  bis 
pupils,  sad  In  Imbning  tbelr  minds  with  a  genuine  rellsb  tor  tbe  vaiisd  forma  of  classical  baaalj, 
be  Bongbt  ever;  opportonitT  to  cultivate  bis  aim  taste  toi  tbe  i:iaa(lc*,  and  Indeed  totanry  species 
of  elegant  learning.  Attar  resigning  his  tutorship,  hs  studied  law  under  the  Hon.  Vllllam 
ChsnnlDg,  of  Kewpoit,  St  tbat  time  tbe  Attomey-Oeneral  of  Rhode  Island.    Here  he  ectabllsbed 
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Sspl.ieth.  Ab  no  opportanitrpreafliited  to  forward tbe  abore,  I  bag  Ie»Te  to  kdd  that 
»t  the  KDnlTersary  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Ut  Inatant,  the  Facalty  teetlflsd 
their  regard  tor  Hr.  Bippon  by  conferring  on  him  the  d^tee  of  Uuter  In  the  ArB.  I 
■honld  have  herewith  eent  the  diploma,  hnt  ooald  not  get  It  written  In  time. 
Hope  bj  the  nert  opportnnity  to  hare  it  ready.  LMt  weak  I  attended  tha 
AjBociation  at  Hr.  Hnnt's  place  In  Htddleborongh.  We  had  a  moat  harmonioni 
meetlDg ;  and  though  the  addition  to  onr  ohnrchee  ii  not  eo  great  as  in  lome 
former  years  past,  yet  there  are  many  promlaing  appearance!  of  a  reviral  Is  tfaem. 
There  were  preeent  (ome  mlnlatering  brethren  from  the  eaatem  part  of  New  HampeUre, 
and  Kr.  Case,  ot  whom  Hz.  Backui  makea  mention,  aa  being  signally  blessed  a«  as 
Inetmment  in  tumlDg  many  to  Ood  In  the  northeaatem  part  of  Maasachnsetts.  The; 
aasnted  as  that  Ood  was  worldng  wonders  through  a  great  extant  of  that  newly-Mttled 
oonntry,  that  goapel  Uboters  were  much  wanted  there,  and  that  In  the  reviTals  great 
nnmbera  embraoed  the  Baptist  prlaolples.  The  most  sorrowful  aoconnts  we  received 
were  from  several  place*  In  the  Maesaohnaetts  and  Connectlont  States,  where  Pedobap- 
tlsta  areogain  taxing  onr  people,  and  selling  their  peraona  and  property,  to  compelthem 
to  Bnpport  thsli  worship.  Poor  men  1  They  grudge  their  neighbors  that  liberty  which 
they  themselTea  enjoy,  and  for  which,  by  their  aides,  they  have  fought  and  bled.  This, 
however,  in  the  Issue  may  operate  favorably.  The  whole  body  of  Baptlata  seem  dstar- 
mined  to  maintain  their  rights,  and  anppoit  those  who  may  be  called  to  auffer.  ThU  you 
wlliaeeby  a  resolution' entered  into  at  the  AsBOotatlon,  the  minutes  of  which  I  sbonld 

himself  Inthepraetloeol  law,  and  bete  he  resided  during  the  remainder  of  Ui  life.  From  IMS  t» 
U3B  be  was  an  honored  and  oaelnl  member  ot  the  United  States  Senate.  Ha  seldom  engaged  Id  ibt 
debatea  of  that  body,  bat  (m  no  oooaalon,  aari  Prof,  doddard.  did  he  addreas  the  Senate  wtthmt 
teaTing  on  the  mtnda  ot  all  who  beaid  htm  ■  decided  Impression  of  hla  Ugh  IntvUectiul  poatn 
and  aocompliahmeuta,  at  hli  abUltjr  aa  a  ttatauoan,  and  hla  acqulaitioiu  u  a  acholai.  He  died  it 
Newport,  Id  IMB,  having  lived,  "  by  reason  ot  hli  itrsugth,"  taoracore  jears  and  more. 

Ht.  Bobbins  was  the  flrst  UbrsilaD  of  Bhode  Island  College,  after  the  war,  aa  we  team  tna  i 
letter  reapeoting  ita  early  history  In  which  he  thns  mttee :  "UthaTSOtganlaatlon  ottbe  OaUeca.ii 
the  aatumnof  inta.  I  was  appointed  to  the  offloeot  tntor,  and  took  obaigeot  the  llbraiy  aa  libra- 
rian. It  waa  then  kept  iQtheaait  chamber.ou  thesecondflooT,ot  the oentral buUdlog."  A  good 
likenaasotHr.  Bobbins  Is  amoDgtha  oollection  of  portralta  In  Saylaa  Memorial  Hall. 

■  The  following  la  an  extract  Cram  the  mlnntea  ot  thii  meeting  at  the  'Wanen  Aaaoclation,  held  it 
Middleboroagb,  Maai.,  Sept.  T,  8, 17B4,  of  which  meeting  President  Manntng  was  maderatat:  — 

"Aooounta  were  received  from  varlons  part*  ot  onr  oonntry,  that  distree*  has  UMij  bean  mad* 
upon  a  nnmbar  of  our  brathren  and  ftlonda  for  the  suppiurt  at  a  way  at  wonhlp  which  we  ooDsd. 
entlonaly  dlaeent  tram ;  which  la  not  only  a  vidatlau  cf  the  law  ot  God,  bat  alao  direct!]'  aplist 
the  fondamental  prlnclplea  of  the  late  Ravolntlon  In  America ;  — thsretore  thia  Aasoclatloa  to 
rasolTHl  to  unite  In  tbe  most  pmdeat  and  vigorous  meuuree  for  patting  a  stop  to  these  oppnaalmu 
and  to  maintain  the  Jnst  rights  otourbrstbren  and  trlSDdi;  and  tor  that  end  makaa  choice  of  Iba 
foUowIng  Oonunltteeat  Qrlevaacea,  to  aet  lutbla  cause  according  to  their  beat  diacretlon;  and  ■■ 
wlU  reconuDsnd  It  to  onrssveral  societies  to  communicate  theirpioportlon  of  the  necessary  aipeoM 
bersof.  The  oommlttoe  chosen  for  this  purpose  are  our  beloved  Eldera  StUlman,  SkUlmau,  ^ll>, 
ot  HSTerbUl,  Backus,  and  Blood," 
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h»ve  BOW  aaat  had  th«j  1m«ii  printed.  Ptobabl;  Hr.  BtHlman  mkj  obMn  Mid  encloaa  - 
Cham  b«fote  CApt.  Scott  amlls.  Lut  Lord's  Day  oar  clmTch  reoelTed  in  two  penoni.  I 
had  not  been  called  on  to  sdminister  baptism  betore  In  near  two  yean.  Otben  appear 
andaieariotu  impieBBlons.  Haythe  Lord  graclonilyTeTiTe  Us  work,  I  forgot  to  man- 
tlon  that  the  Hon.  Joseph  Brown,  a  member  of  the  Corporation,  a  philosophical  ganluB, 
was  at  oar  laat  moetinfc  chosen  Professor  of  Bzperlmental  Philosophy  In  this  College ; 
and  Dr.  Baujamin  WatariiottM,  M.  D.,  of  Leyden,  waa  ofaoaau  Proteuor  ol  Nalaral 
Hlatoty,— both  of  whom  engaged  to  give  leclnras  In  their  respeotlve  branches,  wlthoat 
any  expanse  to  tha  Collage  while  daatltata  of  an  endowment. 

I  tear  I  hare  wearied  your  patience,  and  therefore,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 
raat,  dear  sit, 

Your  nnworthy  brother  and  tellow-laboi«r  In  the  gospel, 

Jamm  HAVHiva. 

P.  S-— The  enclosed  packat  I  beg  yon  to  forward  to  Hr.  BTsna,  fc«e  of  expense,  if 
yoD  can  conveniently,  l>ealdea  a  letter  to  him  containing  a  catalogae  of  the  books  In  the 
Collage  library.  He  has  enoonraged  us  to  hope  for  those  duplicates  which  they  havtf 
by  k  late  donation,  and  ol  which  we  are  deatltnte. 

President  M&nning'B  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  KeT.  Thomas  UBtiok, 
to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  foregoing,  gives  more  in  detail  the 
persecutions  of  the  Baptists  under  the  oppressive  laws  of  Massachusetts 
and  CoDDecticut :  — 

To  TBI  Bit.  Thoiuj  Csncx,  Taa.AiimLrKiA.. 

Fbovducb,  Sept.  17,  ITS*. 

Tour*  of  July  lltb  nit.  came  to  hand ;  but  having  no  good  opportunity  of  sending  an 
answer,  and  being  much  engaged  otherwise,  I  omitted  an  answer  nntll  now.  I  am 
glad  yoar  long  suit  has  determined  in  favor  of  the  church.  I  hope  God  will  dispose 
yon  to  make  a  proper  improvement  of  so  distlngnUhed  a  favor,  and  the  people  be  dis- 
posed to  employ  their  property  to  his  glory.  I  have  oommuDioated  the  contents  of 
yonr  letter,  agreeably  to  your  request.  Last  week  I  attended  the  AjMOolatlon  at  Elder 
Hinds's,  Hlddleborough.  Had  an  agreaable  meeting,  but  find  the  Coagiegationaliata 
in  Cambridge,  Brookfleld,  Woodstock  in  Connecticut,  with  some  other  places,  have 
made  distress  on  the  Baptists  this  last  summer.  Some  went  to  ]^1 ;  from  others  they 
took  their  stock,  land,  etc.  This  does  not  look  much  like  liberty.  The  Association 
(•commended  the  paying  not  the  least  attention  to  their  ecclesiastical  laws,  and 
teaolved  that  they  were  determined  to  maintain  thd,T  claims  of  equal  liberty,  etc.,  and 
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Tonld  TMommend  to  tha  charchu  to  rapport  tbo  rafferMB.  I  bid  Burpriaed  tbM  tbtj 
are  not  aahamed  to  hold  Dp  tholt  heads.  In  this  enUghtenBd  ags,  in  such  a  ibuMfnl 
caoae.    Bnt  perhaps  Ood  msftus  It  for  good. 

We  had  aeTSral  miutatetlnK  bretbten  from  New  Hampsliiie  and  the  nortfaera  parts 
of  UassBchaaetts,  who  idreahsd  ns  much  with  good  tidings  tcom  that  qaaiter.  Hanf 
have  theia  been  touted  to  the  Lord,  Mid  the  good  work  still  goes  on.  The  aubjects  at  it 
generall?  adopt  believer's  baptism.  There  are  great  calls  for  gospel  mlaisters  In  that 
quarter.  I  think  the  aspect  of  things  ia  more  lavorable  in  our  ohnrohes,  public  wonhip 
better  attended,  the  ministry  better  supported,  and  some  appearance  of  a  reTlvsl  cd 
God's  work.  Even  poor  Providence  aeema  to  share  a  little.  I  baptised  one  yoang  man 
last  Lord's  Day,  and  soma  more  are  nnder  aerloDa  impreasions.  Hr.  Ingalla  preaches 
at  Qiaftou.  Ba  told  me  tha  othai  day  the  people  retained  a  great  atFectlon  for  yon,  and 
recently  wished  to  hear  from  you.  I  think  the  College  la  In  a  growing  state.  I  expect 
onr  number  will  exceed  thirty  at  the  close  of  vacation.  At  the  lest  Corporation  meet- 
ing the  Facnlty  conferred  the  degree  of  LL,  D.  on  Governor  Hopkins,  onr  chsncelln, 
and  of  A.  M.  on  Hr.  John  Rlppon,  Dr.  Gill's  successor.  Mi.  Joseph  Brown  was  choun 
Professor  of  Experimental  Philosophy,  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouse,  Professor  ot 
Natural  History.  They  have  both  engaged  to  lecture  without  salary  from  the  CalleRe 
until  there  shall  be  proper  endowments  for  those  chairs.  Miss  Joey,  daughter  of  Nich- 
olaa  Brown,  is  In  a  decline.  I  believe  the  rest  ot  yonr  friends  are  well  as  ususl.  With 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect  to  Mrs.  Dstlck  and  friends. 


The  Rev.  Elhansn  Winchester,  to  whom  refeieDce  is  made  in  the 
preceding  correspoadence,  had  been  a  Baptist  clergTtnan  of  great 
repute  in  Nev  England.  He  was  bom  in  firookline,  Massachusetts, 
on  the  SOth  of  September,  1761.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became 
pious,  and  united  with  the  church  i&  his  native  town.  Soon  after- 
wards he  commenced  the  public  work  of  the  ministry.  SubsequeoU;, 
experiencing  a  chajige  in  some  of  his  views  of  religion,  lie  visited 
Canterbury,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  baptized  by  Elder  Ebenezer 
Lyon,  and  received  as  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  the  spring 
of  1771  he  removed  to  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  where  he  remmed 
one  year.  He  afterwards  preached  in  various  parts  of  Kew  England 
and  South  Carolina.  His  extraordinary  memory,  bis  eloquence,  and 
apparent  zeal,  excited  great  interest,  and  multitudes  flocked  to  bear 
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him.  Unusual  aucceAS  attended  his  ministry,  and  bis  name  became 
celebrated  in  all  the  churches.  In  the  year  1761  be  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  advocated  the  doctrine  of  univeraal  restoration,  and 
was  excluded  in  consequence  &om  the  fellowship  of  the  Baptist  denom* 
ination.'  He  preached  for  several  years  to  his  adbeients  in  Philadel- 
phia, among  whom  hiB  biographer  includes  the  celebrated  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Rush,  and  Dr.  John  Redman,  first  President  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  in  Philadelphia.     In  1787  he  removed  to  London.    He  pub- 

1  An  HHioiiiit  of  thU  alFali  Duij  be  toand  In  k  lli 
B>{>ital  Chuicli  In  Fblladalpbla,  to  their  Slater  C^u 
tba  CoDledente  StUeaor  (forth  America.  Dtkvd 
loT  laid  pnipoH."  iSato,  Pblladelpbla:  PrlDCed  b: 
from  thli  ru-e  pampblec  mii;  fltl;  *ppeu  In  this  connection:  — 

■■  In  the  begtnnlng  of  October.  ITSO,  Mr.  ''i >■-"■"  WlaohMter,  a  aatln  of  HMUObOMtt*  Bagr, 
Keir  England,  cune  a>  a  meHanger  troia  tbe  Warreu  AasocUIloQ  to  oun,  vbloh  was  tben  nigh  U 
luDd.  Hauj  of  tbe  members  hkTlng,  prerlooi  to  tbig,  repeatedly  heard  him  preach,  not  the  teaat 
■Dtplclon  existed  bnt  Chat  he  continned  an  advocate  for  that  faith  vhloh  we  look  apon  at  Che 
/oUA  onee  deHtvrod  to  (JK  aaintt.  AccordlDglj,  at  a  meeting  for  bnilneu  the  nh  of  said  month,  It 
mi  agreed  to  ma  oar  beet  endeavors  Co  prevail  on  blm  to  stay,  and  preach  for  ns  a  limited  time. 
In  two  or  three  days  after  tbis,  tbe  Rev.  OUTcr  Hart  arrived  In  town  from  South  Carolina ;  we  were, 
therefore,  from  many  oonglderaClons,  prevented  doing  anything  declelre,  DUtU  the  2Sd,  when,  at  an 
MMmbly  both  of  the  church  and  congregation,  It  wae,  by  tbe  majority  then  preeent,  deemed  most 
ooDslstent  with  Che  resolution  of  tbe  <Rh  (a  deviation  Cherefrom  carrying  with  It  an  appearance  of 
Injogtlce)  Co  give  Mr.  Winchester  an  Invlution  to  tany  with  ne  daring  Che  space  of  one  year. 
Being  waited  npon,  and  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  accendlng  the  cboioe,  he 
aniwered,  'That  be  was  sorry  we  were  noC  enClrely  unanlmons  chersln;  but,  ngvertbeless,  oon- 
■enCed  to  supply  oar  pnlplc  for  six  monchs,  at  least,  and  longer  If  everything  should  prove  agree- 
able.' 

■' Fopniar  applanse,  tbe  Idol  whloh  too  many  worship,  was  soon  discovered  Co  be  an  object  nMd- 
ODsly  eonghc  for  and  conrCed  by  Hr.  Winchealai.  To  aooompllsh  chls,  persons  were  every  weeh 
haMUy  admicced  to  baptiim,  npon  Che  slighcest  elimination ;  Cliough  we  really  iMllere  tbaC  among 
tbe  munbet  are  several  sincere  Christians,  who,  dnrlng  chls  season  of  trial,  have  not  been  ashamed 
openly  CO  denonnce  bis  errors.  Tarloa*  Innovations,  contrary  to  our  established  discipline,  were 
Inlrodnoed  through  his  means.  The  church  undercook  a  refOrm.  In  some  respecCs  suoces* 
atCeofled  ns ;  In  otbara,  an  obsCinaM  adberence  marked  hi 

"  The  principal  foundation  of  Che  greaCest  ni 
la  the  winter  It  was  whispered  to  a  few,  Chat  Hr.  Winchester,  notwlthsCaoding  his  artful  endeavors 
to  eoneeil  tlie  same  in  his  pnldic  dlsooursea,  held  Che  doctrine  of  a  Bnal  reeCoratlon  of  bad  men 
and  aafela  from  bell;  Chat  Che  whole  of  Adam's  progeny;  yea,  Che  devils  Ihemselvea,  ac  certain 
dUtereoC  periods,  would  be  deUverad  frnn  their  torment,  and  made  eompIeCely  liappy ;  in  other 
worda.  that  he  peremptorily  denied  clie  endless  doraCion  or  perpetaiCy  at  folnre  punishment.  Tbe 
tMthod  taken  by  him,  at  first,  to  propagate  this  wicked  tenec,  wa*  by  '  creeping  InCo  houses,  and 
ij^Hing  csvClve  persons  of  weak  capacities,'  wherein  be  met  with  too  mneh  enoonragement. 
Alarmed  at  this  ancbeutloatad  report,  he  was  at  different  times  privately  oonvereed  with  on  tba 
■nbject  by  several  oC  the  numbers.  He  did  doC  presume  to  oontradlot  It  folly,  and  yet  his  confes- 
sion was  by  DO  means  sattsfaoCory.    Upon  these  occasions  be  wonld  frequently  InClmate  bis  inCan- 
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lished  many  rellgiooB  and  controversial  works,  the  most  important  of 
which  are,  Dialoguee  on  Universal  Restoration ;  Lectures  on  Uu 
Prophecies,  2  vols.,  8vo.  ;  Letters  on  the  Divinity  of  Christ ;  Defence 
of  Revelation ;  Oration  on  the  Discovery  of  America,  with  an  Appen- 
dix ;  Reigning  Abominations ;  various  sermons,  etc.  Mr.  Wincheetei 
died  on  tiie  18th  of  April,  1797,  aged  forty-six  yean.  He  appears  to 
have  been  a  man  of  sincere  piety,  notwithstanding  the  change  in  his 
theological  opinions.  His  biography,  by  the  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone,  of 
Providence,  was  published  by  Brewster,  of  Bofiton,  in  18S6.  The  book, 
which  contains  an  excellent  portrut  of  Winchester,  is  now  extremely 
rare. 

The  following  letter,  now  for  the  first  time  published,  gives  iIlte^ 
eating  information  respectdng  the  College  and  the  times  :  — 

tlon  of  going  ftwmy,  proTidBd  tbe  niulleat  diTlilon  took  plaoe  on  bli  acoonnt ;  irhUa  tl  the  nma 
JoDCtura,  u  opportDiiltf  lervAd,  he  failed  not  to  ma  ugnnianti  tn  order  to  gain  prowlrtM." 

The  reanlt  of  All  tlila,  tbe  AddrMigocson  to  add,  waathe  Introdnctlon  of  the  whole  mativ  U> 
chnrcb  meetlDg  held  on  tbe  Hh  of  Hucb,  ITBI.  Mach  debating  eiuaed;  tbe  memberi  became 
divided  Into  two  distinct  paitlei ,  and  Anally  a  protect  agalnit  the  dootrlne  of  unlrenal  rtatonlioat 
as  a  dangeroni  hereaj,  waa  signed  b;  alxty-saven  of  (he  moet  lubstantlal  and  InfloentUI  membert 
of  the  cbOTCb.  Tblinamber  waaafterwarda  Incraaaedto  elghty-alx.  Upon  a  motion  made  to  nit 
on  Kr.  Wincbeiter,  and  Inform  blm  that  he  coold  not,  with  propriety,  be  allowed  to  preach  Kc 
them  any  longer,  theprotettore  found  tbemaelTea  la  a  amall  minority,  Mr.  Wlucbeater'aadhereiii*, 
incladlog  many  of  the  "  elatere "  and  younger  membeia  of  tbe  obnicb,  "  Iwing  raM«r  tbe  mort 
□ameroua."  The  churcb  at  tbla  time  numbered  about  one  hundred  and  aayenty.  The  proUaton, 
however,  conaclonaof  having  trntb  andjaatlce  on  their  aide,  viewed  themeelveaaafnllyaatlHiiliad 
to  act  Independently  of  the  new  party.  They  accordingly  ^>pointed  a  eotomlttee  of  two  to  wait  w 
Xr.  Winchester  at  his  lodgluga.  Tlila  committee,  falling  to  And  Um  at  home,  aililiitiiiil  bin  > 
letter,  which  he  retomed  at  once,  nnopennd.  On  Tharadaj  evening,  Haich  the  Stb,  hii  frtendi 
broke  Into  the  meetlng-bonse,  and  took  foroible  pnnanmlrin  tbereof,  Mr.  Wlnoherta-  proKhUg 
notwlthitandlng  the  oonftuion.  On  the  ensuing  Sabbath  he  adminlatared  the  Lord'a  Sappir.  A 
conncU  of  ministers  waa  now  called,  and  commltteee  repreeenting  the  two  parties  were  wiolsMd 
to  meet  tbem,  with  a  view  to  an  amicable  adjostment  of  the  dlfilonltles.  FWllng  In  this,  the 
membera  of  the  Mew  Party,  *o  called,  were,  by  advloe  of  the  conncll,  formally  ezchided  from  tbe 
ehmch.  Snbaeqnently  Mr.  Wlnchener  wsa,  by  tbe  action  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Warren  Aisd- 
ciatlona,  formally  eiclnded  from  tbe  (ellowahlp  of  the  Baptist  denomination. 

The  Addrees,  of  wbich  we  tiave  given  the  aabstance,  was  dated  May  M,  ITBl,  and  signed  bf 
Samnel  Hlles,  WlUiam  Bogers.  Tbomaa  Shields,  and  John  M'Klm.  The  aiilt  for  tbe  paesealooof 
the  bonae  and  property  was,  as  we  have  already  Been.  Anally  decided  In  favor  of  the  protestors,  M 
they  were  then  called.  We  have  devoted  more  space  than  coald  be  weU  spared  to  this  nainr, 
becanee  of  Its  Importance,  and  also  becanse  It  Is  frequently  alluded  to  In  ■annlng's  correspOBd- 
ence.  Indeed,  Manning  was  biniself  prominent  Intbeaffali.  Mr.  Ustlck, WIncbeata's  tmmedtaM 
atiBceeior,  waa  received  by  the  church  on  bie  recommendation ;  and  he  was  a  member  of  a  coBMlt- 
teeappolDtedbythePbUadelpblaAasoclatlon,  InlTSl,  to  Investigate  and  report  to  said  body  tM 
proceedings  of  the  ohnrch  In  reference  to  Winchester  and  his  doctrines. 
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To  TBI  Rxv.  Hbikkwh  Bmith. 

PBOTIDBltCB,  HkTch   18,  ITSt. 

Dbab  Bb: 

YoQTB  of  the  2t>tb  nit.  cwne  to  hand  lut  eveniDg.  I  h«krd  that  7011  had  hoen 
thraateoed  with  a  feret,  and  am  happy  in  finding  that  you  are  restored  again  to  health. 
We  have  been  led  through  the  gloomy  path  of  affliction  iince  I  sair  yon.  Mrs.  Uan- 
Ding  haa  been  conflnod  ever  since  the  lith  of  September  last.  For  iwo  or  thtee  of  the 
first  montfai  I  irsa  very  donbtfnl  of  her  ever  going  abroad  again.  Some  part  of  that 
time  Hbe  leemed  very  near  her  end;  hut  the  Lord  has  had  mercy  on  her,  and  on  me  also 
in  so  tar  restoring  her,  that  she  may  venture  abroad  again  when  the  weather  becomes 
fine.  Her  disorders  were  highly  bilious  and  very  complioated.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  low  state  of  religion  with  yon.  But  joq  cannot  dtav  a  more  dismal  plctnie  of  It, 
than  will  answer  to  the  life  here,  and  I  think  yoo  cannot  well  be  borne  down  with 
greater  dlscoaragement  than  I  constantly  feel.  Pablio  worship  here  Is  most  shame- 
tally  neglected.  The  College  gradually  Increase*.  It  consists  of  thirteen  mambera, 
and  several  more  are  expected  this  spring.  A  catalogne  ol  the  books,  which  are  to 
compose  onr  new  Library,  is  made  out  with  great  care  and  attention.  It  has  coet  me  a 
great  deal  of  care  and  labor  through  the  winter,  and  we  are  now  busy  In  collecting  the 
books  subecribMl  for  here,  in  order  to  leave  them  ont  of  the  catalogne  which  Mr.  John 
Brown  la  about  to  send  to  England  this  spring.  The  air  pump,  with  its  apparatus 
complete,  ts  arrived.  It  cost  Sfty  poandi  sterling  in  London,  and  is  perhaps  the  most 
complete  in  America,  made  on  the  new  construction.  Ur.  Joseph  Brown  has  not  yet 
completed  his  list  of  the  apparatus,  for  want  of  some  information  on  that  enbjaot, 
which  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain. 

If  Mr.  Wood  means  to  enter  the  Sophomore  Class  next  fall,  I  advise  him  to  read 
with  great  attention,  Cicero  and  the  Oreek  Testament,  and  make  himself  master  of  the 
grammar  of  each  language;  also  to  study  with  grsat  attention  Lowth's  English  Oram- 
mar,  and  Starling's,  or  Tamer's  Rhetoric,  as  preparatory  to  Ward's  Oratory. —To  read 
Horace,  and  Xenophon's  Cyiopiedia,  and  accustom  himself  to  compose  in  Xnglish-  We 
use  Outhrie's  Geography,  and  Watt's,  or  Duncan's  Logic;— Bntwe  do  not  commonly 
■tody  these  before  the  second  year,  as  we  wish  to  bare  their  knowledge  In  the  Ian- 
giiBgea  wall  advanced  the  Sret  year.  Should  tbe  class  advance  faster,  I  will  let  yon 
know-  I  think  a  farther  attention  at  present  to  mathematical  studies  may  not  be 
advaotageoas.  Board  In  Commons  Is  down  to  seven  shilling*  and  sixpence  per  week, 
and  I  expect  it  will  soon  be  lowered,  perhaps  the  next  quarter,  to  six  shilliugH  and 
ninepence.    Tuition  is  twenty-tour  shillings  per  quarter,  room  rent  six  shillings. 

We  have  had  no  account  from  the  Jerseys  since  last  December.  All  was  well  then. 
Oor  river  Is  again  opened,  and  the  packets  sailed  for  New  York,  so  that  I  expect  soon 
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to  hear  from  that  qufttter.  Mr.  Qaoo  remor«d  into  tlie  cit^  tovartli  the  lost  of  Deoem- 
ber.  We  hear  that  the  city  hu  been  greatly  dlstreued  lor  wood.  It  has  sold  u  high  u 
flredoUaTB  per  cord.  The  people  ol  Waireu  are  building  them  a  meeting  honu,  ind 
have  applied  to  me  to  leoommend  to  them  a  mlnlBtei,  who  will  also,  at  leait  foi  thft 
present,  undertake  to  teach  a  school.  Perhaps  Hi.  Foster  will  be  wilUng  to  psj  th«m 
a  Tljit,  at  least,  fihoald  yon  have  an  opportunity,  I  wish  you  to  mention  it  to  him.  I 
am  sorry  your  sohoal  has  dwindled.  But  I  wish  you  to  persevere ;  It  may  rise  again. 
Hrs.  Brown  died  in  December  last,  happily  resigned  to  death,  and  expreasing  hei 
unshaken  hope  in  the  Eedeemer.  I  have  conversed  with  few  people  in  my  llle,  vlio 
gave  a  more  satistactory  cTidence  that  they  have  slept  in  Jeans,  than  she.  Mt.  BrowD 
has  abundant  satlsloction,  ss  well  as  the  rest  of  her  Iriends.  It  has  beea  alime  of 
mortality  with  consumption  this  winter,  in  the  town.  Seven  of  niy  people,  and  soma 
valuable  trlends  have  fallen  thereby,  whose  loss  I  most  sensibly  feel.  IntbewlnUr 
post,  in  consequence  of  some  hints  from  Mr.  Howell,  the  Corporation  chose  him  to  go 
to  Europe  this  spring,  and  forwarded  letters,  etc.,  to  him,  to  request  him  to  get  bii 
liuBlnesB  at  Congress  in  such  a  train,  aa  to  comply  with  the  request.  Ijaat  week  wa  had 
bis  answer,  that  he  could  not  go  on  the  footing  of  our  resolution,  which  was  to  bear  his 
necessary  expenses,  and  give  him  T^  per  cant,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  monay  col- 
lected. Hi.  Jtogers  is  chosen  to  solicit  to  the  Southward,  and  Hr.  Vanhom  In  tba 
Middle  States,  at  lOper  cent.,  and  they  complimented  me  with  the  New  England  Stitei 
on  the  same  terms.  The  Address,  etc.,  executed  to  the  King  of  Trance  in  the  best 
manner,  were  also  sent  forward.  And  I  wrote  long  soliciting  letters  to  Dra.  atennett 
and  Llewelyn,  who  have  expressed  concern  to  know  the  state  of  the  College,  the  former 
In  a  letter  to  me  by  Hr.  'Hnllett,  an  English  merchant  whom  he  recommended  to  me. 
I  wrots  many  other  letters  to  such  as  I  thought  were  likely  to  patronlae  the  College. 
From  some  of  these  I  have  reason  to  expect  some  fruit.  But  time  must  determine.  In 
short  it  has  been  a  busy  winter  with  me  in  the  interests  of  the  College. 

I  should  be  happy  to  visit  Haverhill  this  spring,  but  I  believe  I  must  go  to  the 
westward,  as  the  state  of  my  afCairs  calls  loadly  on  me  to  do  so.  Hy  stay,  boweTSi. 
must  be  very  short.  I  find  business  of  one  kind  ot  another  to  engage  all  my  tims  aod 
attention,  and  I  think  the  more  so  as  I  g>row  older.  I  hope  I  shall  be  ready  and  willing 
to  quit  this  busy  scene,  when  God  shall  call  me  hence.  Mr.  Howell  is  here,  and  desires 
to  join  with  Mis.  Manning  and  myself  and  friends  with  best  regards  to  yon  and  youn, 
and  all  friends  In  Haverhill. 

Witta  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

jAMMt  MAnoHi. 

From  the  following  letter  it  appears  tbat  the  College  at  this  tune, 
notwithstanding  the  financial  embarraasmentB  of  the  people  in  conse- 
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qnence  of  the  vrar,  promised  better  than  at  any  former  period  of  ita 
existence :  — 

To  TBI  Bbt.  Hbzkkiah  Smith. 

FBOmmfCB,  July  3,  ITM. 
Dbax  Bn: 

By  Bomo  meanB  I  mislaid  your  U«t  to  me  In  which  you  mentloa  some  bnddlngi  of 
>  aplritnal  nature  antoDgst  you.  I  rejoice  to  heftt  It,  Hope  It  may  KloiioQsly  Increaae. 
I  returnod  the  2Tth  ult.  Mra.  Manning  Bailed  that  day  aennlght  to  enjoy  her  laat  inter- 
vlewwith  her  de»r  mamma,  Jnat  about  to  leavens  by  a  couanmptlon,  and  rerydeslroue 
of  seeing  her.  She  arrived  at  New  York  last  Tuesday.  Yoar  trlendB,  as  far  as  I  conld 
hear,  are  in  usual  health.  The  Plains  are  desUtnte  of  a  minister.  They  Intend  to  try 
for  Sammy  Jones.  Mr.  Bnnyon  Is  settled  St  Pi*c«tawsy,  where  are  some  appearances  of 
a  revlTBl,  The  general  meeting  was  crowded,  ten  or  eleven  ministers  preeent,  and 
amongst  them  Hr.  Hart,  who,  I  think,  will  lettle  at  Hopewell.  Cranberry  1*  visited 
with  a  revival,  as  are  some  other  places  in  some  small  degree,  especially  under  themln- 
istry  of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Bordentown.  Hr.  Qano's  meeting-house  is  completely  repaired 
and  his  congregation  very  full.  Things  look  rather  promialng  in  New  Tork,  though  the 
people  are  poor  alter  their  exile.  I  never  enjoyed  more  freedom  in  preaching  in  any 
Journey  in  my  life,  nor  waa  I  ever  more  attended  to.  The  Collie  consists  of  twenty- 
three  students,  nine  being  added  aince  the  vacation.  More  than  a  doien  are  expected 
to  enter  in  the  fall.  We  have  a  nnniber  of  promising  yontb,  and  amongst  them  la  my 
nephew  Jimmy,  son  of  Jeremiah.    Mr.  Wilkinson 'is  a  good  master.    The  school  is 

>  William  WUfclDson.  who  was  gradoated  In  1T8S.  Helmmedlately  took  chargeof  the  OoUege  LMin 
sebod,  which  ehsige  be  retained  oDtniTie.  BewasasloentlysacoessfniasBteaoher.uulflttedfar. 
College  many  of  tta  dlsUngDlshed  alnnml.  In  1786  fas  was  qipolnted  llbrarUa  of  the  College.  Ai  the 
Ustory  of  the  Latin  school  forma  a  part  of  oar  College  Uatorj,  «•  majbe  pardoned  for  introducing 
bare  on  adTartlMment  from  the  Pmvtdenet  OoMMe,  by  which  It  vpears  that  the  conDeatlon  which 
badexlated  between  the  aahool  and  the  College  woa  for  atinu  dlaaolied:  — 

"  'William  Wilkinson  Informs  the  public,  tti>t,by  the  adTlceal  the  aobool  committee,  he  proposes 
removing  hla  school  from  the  College  edillce,  on  Uondny  neit,  to  the  brlok  acbool^iosM ;  and.  ■en' 
alble  of  the  many  adTjutages  reanlllng  from  a  proper  method  of  Inatroetlon  In  the  '""e"'''  language, 
be  boa,  by  the  committee')  approbation,  asaoclated  wltti  him  Mr.  Aaa  Learned,  aa  an  EngUah 
iDStroetor,  nioee  gentlemen  and  ladles  who  may  wish  to  employ  tbemin  tbe  sereral  branchea  of 
tbB  Greek,  IMIn,  and  Bn|^h  languages  tanghl  grammatlaally,  ailtbmetlc,  and  writing,  may  depend 
on  the  Qtmoat  attention  being  paid  to  their  children.  Greek  and  IMln  at  twenCy-f  dot  shillings  per 
qoarter ;  Engllah  at  alxtean  sbllllngi. 

WlLKIMSOH  AHD  LUKSXD. 

FnoviDERCB,  Oct.  30,  ITM." 

Id  tracing  fortber  tbe  bIsMny  of  tbfa  I^ln  or  grammar  school,  we  And  In  the  record*  of  the  Cor- 
iratlon,  under  dote  of  Sept.  4, 17M,thefoUowlng;  "  VoUd,  That  tbe  President  use  his  Inflnenee  and 
-■ -^eatabllih  a  grammar  school  In  thli  town,  aa  ana)— ~' —  *"  """  """ —  *"  "" '"~ 
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neftrlf  up  to  twanty,  All  the  rooms  In  tlis  ttro  loirer  atoriea  an.  now  tnll,  and  we  miut 
go  directly  to  flnlBhiDg  the  two  upper  ones,  at  lea«t  the  third,,  If  ws  can  poMlblj  deviae 
waja  and  meaDS ;  which  I  expect  will  be  rerj  difBcnlt.  I  think  the  advice  70D  gsTa  Mr, 
Wood  was  right,  and  he  will  doubtleM  tare  as  well  on  tb«  sabject  ol  adTancemeni  with 
us  as  at  Jersey  College.  The  Institution  promises  better  now  than  at  any  period  at  in 
existence.  Had  we  about  one  or  two  thousand  pounds  mote  to  provide  for  a  snitablt 
tuition,  I  should  rejoice.  Secure  of  your  interest  In  sending  na  BcholtkTs,  I  sball  t»j 
nothing  on  that  head,  but  aa  the  bearer,  Capt.  ThWell,  is  waiting,  mnst  conclads  irltli 
best  wishes  to  yon,  lady,  and  all  friends. 

jAifBfl  llAswora. 
F.S.  — Miss  Joey  Brown,  daughter  of  Nicholaa,  1b  fast  declining.    Her  disard«tii 
thought  to  be  the  consumption. 

President  Manning  now  begins  a  correspondence  with  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Caleb  Evans,  President  of  the  Baptist  academy  in  Bristol.  His  &tber 
was  the  Rev.  Hugh  Evans,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Baptist  minis- 
tera  of  his  day.  Dr.  Evans  proved  to  be  a  warm  friend  of  the  Coll^ 
and  was  the  means  of  securing  valuable  books  for  the  Library.  He  died 
OQ  the  9th  of  August,  1791,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  He  pnb- 
lisbed  a  collection  of  hymns,  and  numerous  sermons  and  addresses,  the 
greater  part  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Library.  "  Our  Baptist 
College  in  America,"  aaya  Dr.  Rippoo,  "  was  proud  to  confer  on  him  her 
highest  honors,  in  which  she  was  followed  by  the  principal  and  profes- 
sors of  the  King's  College,  Aberdeen,  in  the  year  1789." 

Fkotidrhcb,  Sept.  13,  ITU- 
Bbtkbehd  Sib: 

I  have  long  wished  for  a  favorable  opportunity  of  introducing  myself  to  yon,  and 
am  happy  that  one  has  at  length  offered,  by  answering  your  request  in  a  late  letter  lo 
my  friend  and  brotbar,  Bev.  Samuel  Stillman,  of  Boston.  Enclosed  Is  the  catalc^* 
of  all  the  books  now  belonging  to  the  College.    Nearly  one-half  of  them  have  tbsii 

the  iuuneillate  Tliltatlon  of  tbe  Preildent,aQdtbeg«ner»l  Inipeotlon  o^ttie  town's  schooloonmll- 
tae,  and  tbsc  the  Fieeldent  also  procore  a  snltable  mastar  tor  such  scboot,"  This  naolntlMi  «•• 
doubtless  carried  Into  effect,  rittseu  yean  sttemrds,  as  we  have  already  stated  In  ■  prcTlDia 
chapter,  the  Corporatlao  erected  a  brlok  buUding  for  the  acoommmlatton  of  the  school,  st  as 
sspenae  of  fifteen  hundred  dollar*.  Ttali  bnlldlng,  whieh  has  tluce  been  enlarged,  Is  tbe  mm  sov 
aeoapled  a*  the  "  University  Oramnui  School." 
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Mxea.  W«  are  onwilliug,  however,  to  relinqnlsh  onr  dealgn,  ••  It  ia  evident  tbM  the 
iDBtilntiou  htts  already  gTeatl;  contributed  to  the  perpetolCy  of  our  denomlnttian,  and 
begins  t^calu  to  attract  public  attentton.  The  number  of  atndents  already  In  College, 
and  of  those  we  expect  in  the  course  of  the  fall,  is  upwards  of  thirty.  In  teaching  I 
have  the  aasistanoe  of  one  Tutor.  A  small  Latin  school  is  kept  up  in  the  Collie.  Any 
■etvicee  yon  chq  render  in  endowing  it  will  be  moat  acceptable  to  the  Corporation. 

Last  week  I  attended  our  Association  at  Middleborongh,  and  though  several  ol  Iba 
remote  churches  did  not  send  messengers,  a  great  number  of  Chrlatian  friends  met  and 
enjoyed  a  barmonions  and  agreeable  Interview.  Were  the  mlnntes  printed  I  woeld 
enclose  them.  In  several  places  there  Is  a  happy  revival  ol  religion,  eapeclally  In  the 
eastern  parts  of  Massachusetts,  and  I  am  not  without  enconragement  under  m; 
poor  ministry.  The  doctrine  of  religious,  as  well  as  civil  liberty,  is  In  general  better 
understood  in  New  England  than  belote  the  Eevolntlon,  aotwithBtandlng  In  places  ths 
persons  and  property  of  several  of  our  friends  have  been  seiaedon  for  tninlsteria]  rates. 
I  think  it  not  improbable  that  the  rapid  increase  of  our  society  will  provoke  some  of 
onmeighbors  to  giveua  much  trouble;  but  it  affords  encouragement  that  the  whole 
body  are  determined  to  m^ntalu  their  rights  and  support  the  burden  which  may  first 
fall  upon  individuals.  Possibly  the  knowledge  of  this  resolution  entered  Into  at  onr 
last  annual  meeting  may  deter  our  oppressors.  If  not,  may  the  great  Head  of  the 
chnruh  furnish  us  with  grace  to  suffer  like  Gbrlstlaus. 

I  have  often  heard  of  your  Bducation  Society,  and  of  its  great  utility  in  training  up 
young  men  for  the  ministry.  My  highly  respected  friend  and  your  brother-in-law, 
Thomas  Mullett,  Esq.,  gave  me  the  best  account  of  it  which  I  have  yet  received;  still, 
H  it  be  not  too  troublesome  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  further  information  respecting 
it,  and  I  will  engage  to  repay  it  in  any  information  yon  may  wish  lot  in  my  power  to 
give, 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Stennett,  last  fall,  I  gave  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  state  of  relif- 
ion  and  some  other  matters  in  this  new  world ;  It  was  in  answer  to  his  request  In  a  lat- 
ter by  Mr.  Mullett.  If  this  letter  reached  him.  It  is  not  improbable  that  yon  have  leea 
it,  as  I  requested  him  to  communicate  the  contents  to  those  of  onr  friends  who  might 
wish  to  hear  from  us.  On  the  opening  again  of  the  communication  between  both  coea- 
tries,  it  was  pleasing  to  find  our  brethren  in  England,  at  least  a  great  number  of  thsm, 
so  much  interested  in  our  welfare.  How  strong  a  proof  thla  of  the  reality  of  that 
Christian  love  and  unity  In  the  spirit  which  is  the  gennine  fruit  of  agradous  prin- 
ciple! The  same  temper  is  manifested  here  towards  onr  brethren  In  England.  Thers 
la  the  same  Joy  espieaaed  on  hearing  that  Christ's  kingdom  is  advancing  with  yos 
which  appeared  before  the  war.  And  why  should  it  not  be  so,  since  his  kingdom  Is  bat 
one?  Dependence  or  Independence  therefore  should  make  no  difference  amongst  Ui 
subjects,  who  consist  of  the  elect  out  of  different  people,  nations,  and  Is^gnagas.   n« 


,,Google 


ITM-neS.  ABD  MANNING.  891 

prlvll^e  ot  H  coTrMpondence  witli  Hi.  Evaua  I  sli&ll  bigbly  prize,  U  not  too  troable- 
•om«  to  him;  and  he  may  depend  on  panctnalitj  on  the  part  ot  his  anirorthy  tiiend 
aod  brotbei, 

JuiBS  Havhimo. 

To  this  letter  Dr.  Evans  replies :  — 

Bkutol,  Ekolaxd,  Jan.  26,  1795. 
Dbak  Sn: 

Aa  the  ezteosire  connectioikB  In  irbiob  my  brother  ii  eng^ed  on  yonr  wide-extended 
continent  rendei  it  advisable  foi  him  once  more  to  tiBTeise  the  mighty  waten,  and  to 
pay  a  -rlslt  to  his  American  friends,  in  vhich  number  yon  hold  a  disUngolahed  plaoe, 
I  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  ot  accepting  youi  correspondence,  and  replyli^  to 
your  tavoT  ot  the  ISth  ot  Beptembei  laat,  which  I  received  In  due  course  in  Hovember. 
I  shall  be  truly  happy  to  do  anything  In  my  power  to  promote  the  prosperity  ot  the 
intant  College  over  which  you  bo  worthily  preaide,  and  shall  omit  no  opportunity  that 
offers  ot  testltj^ng  my  regards  to  it.  Charity,  you  know,  the  old  proverb  says,  should 
itfftn  at  home,  but  I  think  it  should  not  tad  there,  but  Sow  on  without  control  to  the 
utmost  limits  ot  poesibillty.  I  had  so  little  time  with  Dr.  Stennett  when  I  was  in  Lon- 
don that  we  had  no  opportunity  ot  entering  upon  the  affairs  ot  yoni  College  as  I  wished 
to  have  done,  nor  could  I  have  a  eight  ot  the  catalogue  ot  the  books  lately  purchased. 
I  shall  nevertheless  pursue  the  design  ot  obtaining  lor  yon  such  ot  our  duplicates  as 
may  be  worthy  your  acceptance,  without  strictly  adhering  to  what  you  already  have, 
because  you  may  easily  exchange,  as  you  observe,  such  as  mayprove  superfluous.  But 
this  cannot  be  accomplished  till  August  next,  as  our  Society  will  have  no  meeting  Qll 
that  time.  As  to  a  person's  coming  over  here  to  solicit  benefactions,  I  rather  tear  it 
would  not  at  present  be  advisable;  but  should  Dr.  Stennett  think  otherwise,  and  a 
proper  person  should  come,  especially  It  it  were  either  yourselt  or  Dr.  Stlllman,  I 
would  readily  use  my  utmost  efforts  to  promote  his  success.  Our  friends  In  general 
are  well  enough  affected  to  America,  but  many  ot  them  have  very  little  idea  of  the 
ntillt]'  of  academical  Institutions,  though  it  Is  evident  the  prejudices  are  wearing 
away.  I  am  sorry  to  see,  as  well  by  the  account  Mr.  Hullatt  gives  me  as  by  your  latter, 
that  religion  Is  at  so  low  an  ebb  amongst  you,  though  I  doubt  not  the  time  will  come 
when  it  irlU  *g»ixt  ran  and  b^lorlBed.  There  have  been  on  yoar  loontlnent,  In  years 
past,  manyenemles  against  revivals,  and  your  set  time  to  favor  Zlon  will,  I  doubt  not, 
yet  come  again.  Tour  ohnrch  is,  however,  I  hear,  fionrlshing,  at  also  Mr.  StiUman's, 
and  some  othen.  Blessed  be  God,  we  have  cause  tor  thanltfnlnesa there.  One  ot  our 
churches  ia  this  city  lately  baptized  twenty,  and  probably  before  this  letter  leaves  this 
place  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  ot  receiving  something  more  than^an  equal  number  to 
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the  aolemii  riM.  And  ;et  still  we  bkve  macli  oauie  to  coutplain  ol  lukewarmneM  utd 
fonnBlitr.  Di.  Btennett'B  Discourse  on  Domestic  Duties  yoD  fasve  probably  seen,  Aud 
probabi;  Mr.  Booth's  trestise  on  Baptism,  the  most  eiaborote  and  decisive  perfonnknce 
upon  that  subject  that  has  ever  yet  been  pnbliibed,  oi  probably  over  will  be.  I  encloae 
you  one  of  oar  lost  Assoclatlonal  letters,  and  a  sermon  lately  published  by  one  of  oar 
ministers  on  Walking  by  Faith,  which  I  beg  yonr  acceptance  of,  as  also  a  dtth  volume 
of  Satirln  to  complete  the  set  which  Mr.  HulleCC  tells  me  he  presented  to  your  College, 
and  which  he  had  of  me  for  bis  own  nse  on  the  voyage  Amongst  the  books  yon  may 
expect  in  the  f&ll  are  the  Polyglott  General  Dictionary,  10  vols.,  Incloding  Bayie'a 
Bii^aphlcal  Dictionary,  and  many  others  equally  valuable.  I  shall  wish  yonr  direction 
bow  to  send  them.  I  will,  my  dear  sir,  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  express  my 
warmest  wishes  for  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  church  and  Collega  over  which  yon 
preside,  the  revival  of  tbe  interests  of  literature  and  true  religion  through  the  American 
continent  and  the  whole  world,  and  recommend  my  brother  to  your  continued  friend- 
ship.   I  remain, 

Tours  aSectionately,  in  the  endearing  bonds  of  gospel  love, 

CAUtB  BVAMS. 

In  his  correspondence  with  Evans,  Dr.  Manning,  it  will  be  observed, 
speaks  of  being  "oppressed  with  cares."  The  number  and  variety  of 
hia  cares  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  amusing  extract  from  a 
letter  written  by  Dr.  Waterhouse,  which  we  find  quoted  in  the  memoir 
by  Professor  Goddard:  "I  never  shall  foi^t  what  Dr.  Manning,  in 
great  good  humor,  told  me  were  among  bis  '  trying  experiences.'  He 
told  me  that  his  salary  was  only  eighty  pounds  per  annum,  and  that  for 
this  pittance  he  performed  all  the  duties  of  President  of  the  College  ; 
heard  two  classes  recite  every  day ;  listened  to  complaints,  foreign  and 
domestic,  from  undergraduates  and  their  parents,  of  both  sexes,  and 
answered  them,  now  and  then  by  letter ;  waited  generally  on  all  ttaD- 
sient  visitors  into  College,  etc.  Nor  was  this  all.  'I  made,'  said  Dr. 
Manning,  *  my  own  garden,  and  took  care  of  it ;  repaired  my  dilapi- 
dated walls ;  went  nearly  every  day  to  market ;  preached  twice  a  week, 
and  sometimes  oftener;  attended,  by  solicitation,  the  funeral  of  every 
baby  that  died  in  Providence ;  visited  the  sick  of  my  own  society,  and 
not  unfrequendy  tbe  sick  of  other  societies ;  made  numerous  parodual 
visits,  the  poorest  people  exacting  the  longest,  and,  in  case  of  any  eeem- 


y.Google 


1184-1785.  Airo  MASHING.  393 

ing  neglect,  finding  iwalt  the  most.'  "  Amid  all  these  perplexing  carea, 
which  allowed  him  bat  Bcanty  time  for  premeditating  his  sennons,  we 
have  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Waterhouse  for  adding  that  "the  honorable 
and  worthy  man  never  complained." 

Bky.  Abkakam  Booth  to  Mahnihg. 

LOKIMH,  June  30, 1TS4. 
Deab  Sis: 

It  is  with  pleosDTe  that  I  leflect  on  a  rMtOTation  of  Interoonrse  between  Great 
Britain  knd  America,  after  bo  long  an  Intermption  b;  so  deBtracCive  a  war.  Ma;  a 
kind  Providence  yet  rendei  the  two  countries  mntnally  nsefnl  to  each  other.  Having 
a  favorable  opportnnlty,  I  here  present  yon  with  •  pnbUcatlon.  Shall  be  glad  to  hear 
of  their  obtaining  yonr  approbatlou. 

Ton  will  mnch  oblige  me  by  tnuumlttiug  the  enclosed  parcel  to  Mr.  StlUman ;  and 
yon  win  Increase  the  obllgatioD  by  favoring  me  with  a  tew  lines  your  first  opportunity. 
Taking  it  lor  granted  tbat  Dr.  Stennett  will  give  yon  some  account  of  the  state  of 
religion  amongst  <u  In  the  country,  I  have  nothing  to  add  bnt  my  ardent  prayers  that 
a  kind  Providence  may  bless  yonr  confederated  provinces  with  peace  and  prosperity, 
and  tbat  the  great  Head  of  the  chuicfamay  cause  pure  and  nndeflled  religion  to  flourish 
in  all  yonr  academies,  yonr  cbutcbes,  and  throngh  all  your  extensive  country.  I  con- 
clude, and  remain, 

Your  cordial  friend  and  unworthy  brother, 

A.  Booth. 
P.  B.  — Hi.  Benjamin  Wallin  died  upwards  of  two  years  ago. 

To  the  above  Manning  replies  :  — 

PnoviDBXci,  Oct.  3, 1784. 

On  my  return  from  New  York,  tour  days  i^o,  I  was  so  happy  as  to  find  a  line  from 
Mr.  A.  Booth,  accompanied  wltb  the  publications  mentioned.  My  present  hurry  has 
permitted  me  to  examine  but  little  more  than  the  titlep^es,  but  from  my  predilection 
for  the  antbor  of  the  Beign  of  Grace,  I  am  persuaded  any  publication  of  bla  will  be 
highly  acceptable.  My  next  shall  Inform  you  of  my  opinion  of  the  pnblications  on 
peroaal.  In  the  mean  time  I  beg  yon  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks  (or  the  donation.  By 
the  ship  ^)pe.  belonging  to  this  town,  and  by  the  bearer.  Dr.  Solomon  Drowne,  who 
goes  as  a  passenger  in  her,  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  o( 
yours.    Mr.  Drowne  is  a  son  of  the  Collie,  a  gentleman  of  remarkable  modesty,  who, 
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having  passed  through  the  best  medical  schools  la  this  coantry,  now  vialu  EEaiope 
witb  views  of  further  impTovemeat  In  the  line  of  his  profMBion.  He  le  amemberof 
the  Corporation,  and  of  unblemished  character,  on  whose  Information  yoa  may  ulely 
rel;  resp«ceing  the  College,  or  any  other  matters.  As  such  I  bejc  leave  to  iotrodace 
blm  to  your  notice,  and  refer  jou  to  him  for  partlcnlars. 

The  restoration  ol  public  tranquillity  and*atre«  Intercoarae  between  the  twocoun- 
triea,  after  so  long  an  Interruption,  Is  matter  of  thanksgivlnf;  to  QoA.  Few,  perhapi,  is 
either  country,  more  sincerely  regretted  this  intermptlon  than  your  unworthy  friend ; 
to  which  no  consideration  could  ever  reconcile  hltn  except  that  of  making  a.  part  of  the 
plan  of  His  administration  who  Is  infinite  in  wisdom.  Conciliatory  measures,  t  donbt 
not,  will  render  both  countries  reciprocally  useful. 

I  have  transmitted  the  letter  and  parcel  to  Mr.  Stlllman  by  a  safe  band.  I  bare  not 
yet  been  ao  happy  as  to  receive  a  Una  from  Dr.  Stennett,  which  I  am  daily  eipcctiiif, 
with  the  wlahed-for  information.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  our  last  Assodatlon 
minutes.  This  will  give  you  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  a  number  of  our  churches. 
Since  that  time  I  have  received  authentic  accounts  of  a  most  glorious  work  of  Ood,  in 
what  Is  called  the  State  of  Vermont,  formerly  the  Hampshire  grants,  on  the  west  side  of 
Connecticut  River.  It  extends  over  well-nigb  half  the  peopled  part  of  that  territory, 
and  appears  increasing.  The  eastern  part  of  MasaachasettscontlnaeBBtill  tobeiemaik- 
ably  visited  in  the  same  way,  and  the  prospect  brightens  at  New  York  and  in  many 
parts  of  the  Western  States.  Some  drops  have  also  fallen  on  Providence,  Nevpart. 
and  Swansea,  with  several  other  places.  My  attention,  however.  Is  so  much  called  tot 
at  the  College,  that  I  cannot  visit,  aa  I  wish  to,  and  te]oice  together  witb  them.  A  long 
letter  to  Dr.  Stennett,  last  fall,  which  you  have  probably  aeen,  gave  some  general 
accounts  of  the  state  of  religion  amongst  us  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  I 
shall  not  therefore  repeat  what  I  then  wrote,  — only  observe  that  two  of  the  leaden  in 
what  they  called  the  New  Dispensation,  bat  others  the  Shaking  Quakers,  have,  not- 
withstanding their  boasted  immortality,  lately  died ;  one  of  whom  was,  as  they  tanned 
her,  the  elect  lady.  The  adherents,  I  am  told,  to  that  laoatical  system,  are  falling  off 
and  renouncing  it.  Their  lolly  indeed  has  been  abundantly  manifest.  It  la  the  general 
opinion  of  serious  people  tbat  these  shakings  presage  something  glorlooa  to  the  chnrcli 
of  God.    May  the  Lord  grant  an  acoomplishment  of  their  wishes. 

The  moumtul  news  of  Mr.  Wallin's  death  reached  us  more  tban  a  jrear  ago.  Whan 
he  died  a  truly  great  man  in  Israel  fell;  but  I  donbt  not  it  was  his  gain. 

Your  ardent  wishes  for  our  national  prosperity,  but  more  especially  for  that  of  the 
churches  of  Christ  in  this  new  world,  are  peculiarly  acceptable.  Permit  me  to  repay 
them  by  wishes  aa  ardent  tor  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  those  lands  of  onr  forefalheti' 
nativity,  and  for  the  advancement  of  the  glorious  kingdom  of  out  common  Loid 
throughout  the  whole  world. 
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A  line  from  Mr.  Booth  will  Blways  be  ybij  accsptable  to  his  sincere  Mend  and 
an  worth;  brother, 

JUIES  HAHimiO. 
To  TBX  KCT.  JOBM  RyLAND,  Jb. 

Pkotivkvcb,  Nov.  12, 1T84. 

BKTXRKirD  AND  DUA  8i&: 

I  beg  leave  to  embrace  this  opportunity  to  conteaB  my  fanit  in  not  forwarding  your 
diploma  before  now.    By  some  nnaccouDtable  neglect  it  was  mlalaid  till  a  few  days 

Ton  will  forgive  the  esecntion,  m  the  writing  ii  but  iDdlfferent,  nor  could  we  at  that 
time  procure  it  done  otherwlae.  It  Is,  however,  a  small  testimony  of  oar  regard  for 
the  merit  ol  Mr.  Kyland,  and  as  sach  we  beg  yon  to  accept  It. 

Tbe  long  and  ^p-eeable  correspondence  I  was  honored  with  by  jonr  father  (to  whom 
I  have  written  since  the  war)  leads  me  to  wish  lor  the  contlnnance  of  it.  But  if  his 
advanced  age  or  engagements  fotbid  it,  I  wish  for  it  from  his  son,  and,  aa  I  am  told, 
snccessor  in  the  school  at  Northampton.  I  heartily  wish  you  soccesi  in  tbe  important 
employment  of  educating  yoatb,  and  in  preaching  the  gospel  of  oar  glorious  Saviour. 

We  have  seen  days  of  sorrow  daring  the  late  calamitous  war,  but  blessed  be  God 
that  I  have  lived  to  see  a  period  to  it,  and  a  free  Interconrse  again  opened  between  as 
and  Great  Britain.  Some  agreeable  letters  have  already  reached  me  from  several 
friends  in  England,  more  of  which  I  hope  lor  soon ;  also  more  particular  accounts  of 
the  state  of  religion  in  general  and  yonr  society  in  paitiunlar.  I  long  to  read  some  of 
those  old-fashioned  letters  from  Rev,  John  Ryland  In  this  way.  They  will,  however, 
be  very  acceptable  from  his  son. 

The  College  is  reviving.  Thirty  sindents  have  already  entered,  and  more  ore 
expected.  We  have  in  part  repaired  the  damages  of  the  house,  which  were  very  great, 
by  the  wanton  waste  of  the  soldiery.  I  have  the  assistance  of  one  Tutor.  We  need 
more  help,  but  the  low  state  of  out  funds  will  not  support  another,  and  the  scarcity  of 
cosh  at  present  in  this  ooontry  forbids  our  hopes  of  augmenting  our  little  stock.  We 
ware  eo  fortunate,  In  the  wreck  of  public  credit  daring  the  war,  aa  to  preserve  out  tittle 
fund  andlmtoished.  In  tbe  eastern  part  of  Masaochasetts  and  in  the  State  ol  Tennont 
there  is  a  most  glorions  work  ot  Qod,  which  has  continued  for  some  time  and  still 
Increases.  Please  to  present  my  best  regards  to  yoar  honored  father,  and  believe  me, 
with  every  sentimeut  of  esteem,  dear  sir. 

Tour  unworthy  brother, 

JuiES  SLufima. 
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To  THB  Rkv.  Db.  Rippoh. 

FKoyn>K(rcE,  Nov.  12,  ITM. 
Bbtk>ui»  AMD  Dbab  Bot: 

This  will  be  hRnded  70a  by  mj  friend,  Dr.  Solomon  Dcowae,  o(  Pcoridence,  a  ion  of 
tbe  College,  a  gentleman  of  great  modasCj',  who  visits  your  city  with  views  of  farther 
medical  improvement.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  yon  as  a  man  of  good  cliarsc- 
tec,  and  a  Fellow  of  theCollega.  Through  Urn  70a  ma;  receive  what  IntormaKan  ^cd 
wish  leapecting  the  College,  etc.  Together  with  this  yon  will  receive  the  diploma  Iman- 
tloaed  in  my  last.  'We  beg  you  to  accept  it  as  a  testimony  of  oar  respect  tor  the  charao- 
tei  and  merit  of  Mr.  Rippon.  I  must  apologtae  tor  the  writing.  It  was  done  in  a  hurry 
and  by  a  young  hand. 

The  Lord's  work  still  goes  on  gloriously  in  the  eastern  parts  of  Hossachasetts  and 
Vermont.  By  recent  advice  from  these  parts  we  ore  assured  that  whole  congregations, 
almost,  of  Congregationalists,  embrace  the  Baptist  principles;  and  in  one  Instance  theit 
minister  was  baptized  with  his  people.  Several  useful  ministers  are  raised  up  amongU 
them  lately  in  that  nilderness.  This  looks  somewhat  like  the  coming  of  our  Bedeemer't 
kingdom.  With  me  you  say  amen  1  Come,  Lord  Jesus,  comequlcUy.  In  greathssie, 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  naworthy  brother  and  fellow-beltever  In  Jeaos, 

Jakbs  Makniko. 

We  have  already  referred  to  Dr.  Drowne  in  a  previous  chapter  as  a 
graduate  in  1773.  Upon  liis  return  from  Europe,  he  practised  medicine 
in  Providence  for  awhile,  then  removed  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  finally  settled  in  the  town  of  Foster,  Bhode  Island,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  hie  daj'a  in  professional  and  agricultuml  pur- 
suite,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  hia  taste  for  botany  and  for  elegant 
letters.     He  died  in  1884,  at  the  advanced  ^r^.of  eighty-one  years. 

pRovmuici,  Dec.  33,  ITH. 

To  TKB  HONOKABLS  DAVID  HOWELL, 

Mbmbeb  or  C0HOBE8S  iH  Peilasblpeia  ; 
Sib:  —Before  you  receive  this,  yon  will  doubtless  be  advised  of  the  melancholy  situ- 
ation of  OUT  common  friend,  Mr.  Joseph  Btown,  who,  upwards  of  lour  week*  sUce, 
received  a  violent  shock  of  an  apoplexy  and  nnmb  palsy  combined,  which  for  soms  tinx 
caused  bis  physicians  and  friends  to  despair  of  his  life.  But  though  he  is  much  recoT- 
ered,  as  to  the  nse  of  his  limbs  and  his  speech,  it  forbids,  in  a  great  measure,  our  indulg' 
ing  a  hope  of  his  restoration  to  former  usefulness.    Joey,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Brova, 
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atlll  aurvlTM,  but  is  in  the  lut  atago  of  bet  disorder.  Mta.  Tharaton,  wlla  of  tbe  eldar, 
djad  of  the  amall  poz  last  Friday.  He  and  his  family  have  it  b;  Inocala^OD,  and  are  In 
a  hopefDl  way  to  reooTsr.  I  left  Newport  lost  Holiday  moralag.  Toui  family  ore  In 
nsnal  health,  for  anght  I  have  heard  to  the  contrary  aiuce  my  retam.  Mr.  Wilkioson 
apeaka  fAvorably  of  Jsremlah'a  proflcleucy  Id,  and  attention  to,  Greek. 

I  have  nothlngnew  to  advise  you  respecting  the  College.  Onr  number  Is  abore  thirty. 
We  h&Te  heard  that  yoa  very  aoon  adjoarned  to  Philadelphia,  after  your  meetlog  at 
Trenton.  I  suppose  yon  Sad  better  living  and  mote  diversion  in  the  city ;  to  which.  If 
members  of  Congress  arenotentitled,  Ibegleave  toknow  whoare?  I  hope  you  wilt  be 
good  natured,  ananimous,  and  attentive  to  the  public  business,  conducting  It  to  the 
great  honor  and  advantage  of  the  United  States. 

What  think  you  of  an  application  to  Congress  for  the  rents  and  damages  of  the 
College?  Will  it  do  this  session  or  notf  I  fear  it  will  become  an  old  story,  and  that 
we,  in  the  issne,  will  lose  the  whole,  It  we  defer  it  longer.  What  we  ask  is  not  only 
Just,  bat  KTBBtly  wanted  at  present.  I  beg  you  to  feel  round  amongst  the  members,  and 
form  a  judgment  of  the  probability  of  success  In  cose  of  an  application.  Should  things 
appear  promising,  I  will  forward  the  papers,  and  indeed  will  come  myself,  Dao  volsnla. 
In  the  apriug,  If  yon  think  It  can  be  of  any  use. 

Ton  remember  I  mentioned  to  you  the  case  of  our  farm  In  the  Jerseys,  and  our 
thoughts  of  selling  it  for  public  securities.  What  is  your  opinion?  Will  Congress, 
this  aeaslon,  provide  for  paying  the  interest  on  Bnal-«ettlement  notes  equally  with  that 
of  loan-offlce  certificates,  or  not  ?  From  the  face  of  things  at  present  with  you,  la  it 
your  opinion  that  public  aecurities  will  appreciate  soon?  If  so,  which  species  o(  them 
are  the  moat  likely  to  do  so?  If  Congress  takes  up  this  subject,  how  long  do  yon 
expect  It  will  be  Btst?  I  wish  a  resolution  of  these  queries  when  your  leisure  will 
permit.  Are  you  likely  to  open  a  land-office  soon,  to  dispose  of  any  of  the  Western 
territory?  What  concesslona  have  the  Indians  mode  to  the  commissioners  sent  out  to 
treat  with  them?  Will  they  sell  any  part  of  their  lands  to  the  States?  or  do  they 
oppose  our  extending  our  settlements?  What  will  be  the  terms,  It  Congress  opens  an 
oSce,  on  which  they  will  dispose  of  their  lands?  It  is  the  ardent  wish  here  that 
something  may  speedily  he  done  with  our  new  acquisitions  towards  raising  our  public 
credit,  and  alleviating  the  burdens  of  taxation,  under  which  the  people  at  present 
groan.  And  It  the  way  la  paved  by  the  commissioners,  T  see  no  reason  tor  losing  time, 
as  money  daily  grows  scarcer.  This  must  affect  the  price  of  them  greatly,  at  a  future 
distant  period,  nnless  some  expedient  can  he  hit  on  to  replenleh  the  States  with  that 
nsetul  article.  Will  not  Congress  establish  a  mint  tor  the  Union?  I  think  this  measure 
would  be  attended  with  Bdrantage.  While  we  neglect  it,  do  we  not,  apparently,  betray 
adiSdence  or  distrust  of  the  continuance  of  our  Independence?  Anatlonal  coin  would 
serve  to  strengthen  the  slnewa  ot  government.  In  my  opinion,  and  might  be  managed 
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■o  u  to  eecnre  a  medinin  in  the  country,  I  ationld  think,  which  Is  eutklnl;  >  gnM 
D&tion»l  object.  But  700  will  begin  to  amlla  at  m^  scribbUi^  politics,  and  I  Bhall  pio- 
Tofee  your  riiibilltleB  no  further;  conclnding  by  inqniTing  how  yon  found  Mend* 
in  the  Jerseys,  reqaesting  a  line  from  yon  at  yoni  Brat  leisure,  and.  Joined  with  Mn. 
Manning,  presenting  my  best  compliments.  With  Bentiments  of  esteem,  I  am,  retpect- 
fnlly, 

Jakes  MAnvraa. 

To  THK  BsT.  Thohah  Ubtick,  Pbiladblfhu. 

Pbotiskro,  March  4, 178S. 
Bbtbukd  add  Dkak  Sn: 

Unwilling  to  saddle  yon  with  postage  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  sbllUngi,  u  I 
had  no  other  medinm  of  conveyance,  I  have  now  before  me  yonraof  December  24th,  and 
Jannary,  to  which  I  have  given  you  no  answer.  I  prasame,  from  not  mentioning  In 
your  last  the  indisposition  of  your  family,  that  your  children  are  recovered.  Tfaii,  at 
least,  I  hope,  is  the  case.  In  additloo  to  the  procednre  of  the  Pedobaptlsta,  menUanel 
in  my  last,  I  now  have  to  Inform  yon  that  some  time  In  this  winter  they  took  tbrM  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Qreen's  people  for  minister's  rates,  and  pnt  them  into  Cambridge  Jail. 
You  recollect  that  he  lives  In  that  town.  Our  friends  have  prosecuted  them,  and  the 
trial  comes  on  there  the  9tb  inst.  Perhaps  a  degree  of  this  opposition  to  the  tnith  of 
the  gospel  Is  necessary  to  engage  a  suitable  attention  to  its  importance.  It  is  no  argu- 
ment In  favor  of  the  disposition  of  those  who  make  it,  but  It  may  be  a  means  of  great 
good  to  those  against  whom  it  Is  made. 

Some  revivals  In  various  parts  ol  New  England  are  encouraging  amidst  these  trisls. 
Providence  In  a  small  degree  is  blessed  with  some  qulckenlngs  amongst  Chrlstlani, 
and  a  few  instances  of  late  awakenings.  I  hope  you  may  yet  rejoice  on  this  account 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  state  of  the  College  Is  as  promising  as  we  conld  rpasonably  expect.  Onr  num- 
ber is  thirty-one,  and  more  are  expected  to  enter  this  spring.  Mr.  John  Brown  is  abont 
flnlsbing  the  third  story,  which  we  expect  to  want  In  the  course  of  this  year,  if  those 
whom  we  expect  shonld  come.  I  believe  our  students  are  as  orderly.  Industrious,  and 
as  good  scholars  as  at  any  one  period  oI  the  Institution.  One  Tutor  Is  all  the  assistance 
which  I  have  at  present,  Mr.  Bobbins,  from  Connecticut,  who  gives  good  satistocdDB. 
Protwbly  I  shall  be  able  to  answer  your  request  relative  to  Mr.  Brown  this  spring 
before  I  visit  the  Jerseys,  which  I  expect  to  do  in  May,  without  some  unforaeen  canse 
should  prevent  it.  The  Corporation  at  that  time  had  resolved  on  an  application  to 
Congress  for  reparation  of  the  damage  done  the  College  daring  its  appropriation  to 
public  uses  through  the  war,  and  have  resolved  to  send  me  on  that  errand.    In  this  I 
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■hmll  w&nt  STAT7  MsUtftnce  troin  tbe  friends  of  tbe  Inatltutlon,  by  Utters  to  the  mem- 
ben,  etc.  If  yoni  acquBintancs  with  auy  of  them  will  en&ble  you  to  aid  me,  I  k^ow 
I  mh  auia  of  th»t  aid. 

Mr.  Joseph  Brown's  indisposition  Is  indeed  »  reiy  heavy  stroke  to  us.  The  College 
and  thecharch  paTtloalacIy  teel  It.  There  Is  little  probability  of  his  ever  being  restored 
to  bis  former  usefulness,  though  be  again  goes  a  little  abroad.  I  have  attended  to 
your  request  in  respect  to  the  minutes  yon  enclosed.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  acrimony  . 
among  yon  respecting  the  ofHcets  of  government.  I  think  It  very  Imprudent  in  the 
Presbyterians,  as  well  as  Inlnrlons,  to  wish  to  engross  these  to  themselves.  Bnt  that 
profession  has  been  ot  old  Impeached  of  a  propensity  this  way,  and,  as  B(.  Paul  some- 
where says,  I  partly  believe  it. 

As  I  am  thoroughly  conscious  ol  my  want  of  qnaliflcatlons  tor  the  honor  yon  men- 
tion, so  I  do  not  wish  It.  It  le  perhaps,  at  best,  but  an  empty  sound,  and  rendered,  in 
too  many  instances,  still  more  so  by  the  character  of  those  on  whom  It  has  been 
bestowed,  tor  a  place  in  whose  catalogne  I  have  no  ambition.  I  thank  you,  howevar, 
toi  your  kind  attention.  Ton  have  my  hearty  thanks  tor  your  expressions  of  friendship 
to  tha  College.  Ton  reason  rightly  with  the  Baptists  respecting  this  matter,  who,  one 
would  think,  have  sofflclent  proofs  of  the  propriety  ot  It,  from  tha  stmggles  amongst 
themselves.  But  we  are,  and  ever  have  been,  in  these  respects,  a  wrong-headed 
people.  I  am  happy  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  their  hearts.  I  hope  Ur.  Bogers's  lec- 
turing may  be  of  use,  and  t|iat  you  may  both  labor  with  great  success,  and,  as  father 
Aldeu  says,  "  with  good  agreement." 

I  am  sensible  that  your  attention  to  a  school  must  greatly  interfete  with  your  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  ot  a  pastor,  but  I  hope  this  may  not  be  without  its  good  effeet  to 
counterbalance  that  loss,  since  there  appears  to  be  a  nssdi  ba  tor  it.  In  yonr  letter  to 
Mr.  Pitman  you  mentioned  Winchester,  in  possession  of  tils  Sfth  wUe  and  a  red  ooat. 
Please,  in  your  next,  to  give  us  the  particulars  ot  that  eccentric  genius,  bis  adherents, 
socceas,  etc.,  etc. 

Hra.  Blanuing  has  been  restored  to  her  health  tor  some  time,  except  a  cold,  which  at 
present  incommodes  her,  Joey  Brown  died  in  tha  fore  part  ot  winter,  — as  ripe  for 
heaven,  by  every  evidence  which  could  be  wished  for,  as  almost  any  person  I  ever  saw. 
Hanyhave  dropped  off  this  winter  In  this  town  and  Newport  by  chronic  complaints, 
but  at  present  good  health  Is  more  prevalent. 

With  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Ustick  and  friends,  in  which  Hts.  Manning  Joins,  and 
with  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  am,  as  ever, 

Yours,  etc., 

Juus  Hamniho. 

It  appeaiB  from  this  letter  that  Mr.  Ustick,  who  was  now  the 
esteemed  paator  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Philadelphia,  had  inter- 
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ested  himself  in  obtaining  for  his  beloved  President  and  Instructor 
tbe  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity,  which  he  soon  afterwards 
received  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The  original  parch- 
ment, which  is  in  the  writer's  possession,  is  dated  May  6,  1785.  It  is 
signed  by  "Johannes  Ewing,  S.  T.  D.  Phil.  Nat.  Prof,  et  Praefectns, 
Samuel  Magill,  S.  T.  D.  PhU.  Mor.  Prof,  et  Vice-Praefeetus,"  and 
Professors  James  Davidson,  Robert  Patterson,  Henry  Helmutb,  Wil- 
liam Shippen,  Adam  Kuhn,  and  Benjamin  Rush.  Dr.  Rush  is  said  to 
have  been,  before  the  war,  one  of  the  hearers  of  Dr.  Rogers,— 
attracted,  doubtless,  by  his  eloquence.  He  was  in  College  with  Presi- 
dent Manning  at  Princeton  two  years,  having  been  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1760.  The  parchment,  which  is  exceedingly  interesting  as  an 
illustration  of  the  way  in  which  honorary  degrees  were  conferred  a 
century  ago,  thus  commences :  — "  Quum  Honos  ait  Virtutis  prae- 
mium,  ideoque  apud  omnea  Academias  usitatum  sit,  ut  qui  moribus, 
ingenio  et  optimamm  Artinm  cognitione  prse  caeteris  eminent,  li  max- 
imis  laudibus  et  summis  honoribiis  afltciaatur:  Noa  tgitur  Universi- 
tatis  Pennsylvaniensis  Praefectus,  Vice-Praefectus  et  Professores  hoc 
scrip  to  testatum  volumus,  virum  admodum  Reverandum  Jacobum 
Manning  Ecclesiae  quae  est  Providentiae  in  Nova  Anglia  Pastorem  et 
Universtatis  ejusdem  loci  Praesidem  Sacrosancta^  Theologiae  Doctoris 
titulem,'*  etc.  President  Manning,  it  will  be  observed  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Ustick,  refers  to  his  "want  of  qualifications"  for  the  honor,  and 
adds :  —  "  I  do  not  wish  it,"  etc.  As  it  was  conferred,  in  the  langu^ 
of  Rev.  Augustus  Toplady,  *'like  grace  from  heaven,  unthought  of, 
unimplored,"  he  did  not  refuse  it,  and  carefully  preserved  the  parch- 
ment as  a  choice  treasure. 

Pbovidknck,  March  21, 1T8S. 
To  THs  E0N0RABI.B  David  Howell, 

IM  COHOKMS  AT  NSW  YOXK: 

Sis:  — And  thssnow  three  and  foar  test  deep!  wliatdoyou  think  of  that?  How  do 
yon  thlAk  Mrs.  Howell  fares  this  inclement,  protracted  winter?- not  to  mention  th« 
cows,  old  SoiTol,  etc.,  in  legard  to  hay.  But  I  beg  pardon  tor  calling  ;onr  attention 
from  that  higher  region  where  ;od  are  converBant,  in  iettliog  tbe  nation,  to  these  sub- 
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IniiMT  (Mugs.  To  be  miIdqb,  we  hftve  not  onl;  h«d  ft  bard  winter,  but  the  ■prlng  thus 
Ux,  la  ntnch  ol  the  same  tenor.  We  tftlk  bere  of  removing  to  the  temperate  climate  of 
Eentncky  to  BToid  tbie  snow  and  frost,  wblch  throw  as  Into  a  torpid  state  so  great  a 
part  of  the  year.  I  saw  your  papa  and  lamllrat  meeting  yealerda;;  all  well.  Tonr 
friend*  in  general  are  well.  I  have  eneloaed  Mr.  Garter's  paper  of  the  J2th  Instant, 
containing  tbe  law  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  In  relation  to  the 
imposrt,  In  Mr.  Vaik  Horn's  letter.iWhloh  I  aathorlze  ;on  to  open  that  you  may  see  It, 
provided  yon  have  not  yet  reoeived  it.  But  I  beg  you  to  reBndorse  it  and  direct  It  to 
Mr.  Van  Horn,  to  be  lett  at  Mr.  0sUek's.  The  College  remains  in  Uatu  quo  Idsm,  the 
church,  eoagtegation,paUtlcBof  the  town,  etc.,  for  aaght  I  know.  I  thank  yon  for  the 
newBp*pen  yon  sent  me.  I  think  the  address  to  the  York  Assembly  labored.  Will  it 
eompaasthelr  ends?  It  Is  dtTertlng  enough  to  hear  Doctors  Swing  and  Bash  endeavor> 
Ingtoazpoee  each  other  forthelr  latent  seal  for  the  Sirk,  and  exhibiting  to  the  world 
the  muted  trvth.  It,  by  their  qnanel,  an  old  proovt)  should  6e  wifitd,  it  mtght  aftord 
matter  of  rejoicing  to  many.  But  they  are  member*  of  tbe  mUU«mt  ohnreh,  and  so  I 
leave  them  to  box  It  oat.  I  told  yoa  In  my  last  that  the  Corporation  had  resolved  to 
send  me  forward  In  the  spring  to  Congress,  as  you  desired.  But  as  yon  did  not  give 
moch  encoaragement  of  snccess  from  the  application,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  what  yon 
think  of  the  probability  of  oar  procuring  a  grant  of  some  part  of  the  Weatem  territory, 
instead  of  a  grant  of  money,  as  I  perceive,  by  your  letter  to  Mr.  Brown,  yon  expect  a 
land-olBce  to  be  opened  In  the  spring?  This  would  not  augment  the  pablio  debt,  and 
would  In  time  be  prodnotlve  for  the  College.  Bather  than  get  nothing,  I  should  be  glad 
to  accept  of  this.  This,  however,  Is  only  a  thought  of  my  own,  and  suggested  (or 
yoni  consideration,  on  which  I  should  be  glad  of  your  opinion,  In  your  next,  that  I  may 
take  the  sense  of  the  Corporation  on  this  subject  before  I  sat  out. 

Pray,  bow  go  final-aettlement  notes  and  other  continental  seonritleB  in  New  York  at 
presant?  Ton  need  not  have  been  quite  so  short  in  your  last,  for  I  make  a  point  of 
writing  whenever  I  can  find  anything  to  say ;  and  would  you  wish,  after  reading  this, 
to  have  me  write  again  and  say  nothing?  If  so,  I  can  spill  Ink  and  spoil  paper  as  fast 
aa  moat  of  my  neighbors. 

Pray,  what  Is  likely  to  be  the  result  of  the  wranglings  ol  the  Dutch  and  the 
Emperor?  Will  there  be  a  general  war,  and  if  so  will  it  reach  us?  Yon  stand  on  the 
watchtower,  and  can  tell  ns,  we  presume,  what  may  be  depended  on.  Now  there  la  a 
claim  entered  for  a  very  loog  letter,  by  next  poat,  by,  sir, 

Tonr  humble  servant. 

Jambs  MAMimfa. 
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To  Thomas  Mackaness,  E^q.,  of  EiOndon,  to  whom,  it  seems,  Dr. 
Manning  had  shown  kind  attentiona  while  a  captive  at  Providence 
during  tiie  war,  he  thus  writes  :  — 

PBOTIDKKCa,  JDI7  10,  1T8B. 

Dkar  Sib: 

Tonci  of  April  37, 1786,  with  the  box  at  books,  aont&ining  flvo  volumes  qtuKo  ot 
Witalni'a  Works,  In  Latin,  cttmo  sate  b^  ttio  b«Dcl  ot  Hr-  Ft;.  When  thej  Bnired  I 
was  absent  at  New  York,  or  I  should  have  ombiaeed  an  eaiUar  opportanity  of  present- 
ing my  thanks  to  Mr.  Hackaness  for  the  donation,  and  the  kind  attention  which  joa 
have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  me.  Your  letter  last  winter,  by  your  son-in-law,  came  isle 
to  band,  but  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  aeetnK  him.  I  cook  the  earliest  opportnnit.r  ol 
forwarding  yon  a  letter,  by  the  care  of  onr  common  friend  Deacon  Mason,  ol  Boston,  in 
bopes  it  might  have  reached  Mr.  Harrey's  hands  before  he  sailed.  I  am  sorry  yon  ilid 
not  receive  it.  A  visit  from  you  to  your  Providence  friends  was  greatly  wished  lor, 
•nd  indeed  expected.  Messrs.  Jos.  Rogers  and  Geo.  Benson  are  well.  The  former  il 
monrnlng  the  loss  ot  a  dear  and  amiable  wife.  He  feels  that  the  hand  ot  Ood  list 
touched  him.  He  conld  sympathize  with  yon  in  calling  to  remembrance  the  tender 
and  afBlctive  scenes  through  which  you  have  passed.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  yon  thiek, 
however  stormy  the  path,  that  yon  have  been  lad  the  right  way  towards  the  city  of 
habitation.  I  sincerely  wish  your  affliction  may  be  sanctified,  so  as  to  work  for  ynn  "  a 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  ot  glory."  I  hope  yon  may  be  so  bappy  «sto 
settle  yonr  children  to  your  mind;  bnt  I  shonid  not  think  they  liad  fixed  nponthemoM 
agreeable  place.  Tet  contentment  and  Ihdustry  will,  anywhere,  answer  the  pnrposes 
of  this  lite,  which  Is,  at  best,  bnt  a  short  passage  to  a  long  eternity. 

The  kind  mention  which  you  say  you  have  heard  made  ot  me  by  yonr  bonoiable 
friend  is  pleasingly  flattering,  as,  from  bis  nniversal  character,  there  are  tew  men  on 
earth  ot  whose  approbation  I  should  be  more  ambitions.  The  little  services,  11  they 
may  be  termed  services,  in  my  power  to  render  you  when  here  a  captive,  gave  me,  I  am 
confident,  a  much  higher  degree  ot  pleasure  than  they  could  possibly  afford  you.  That 
"  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,"  I  have  tonnd  to  be  true  as  often  as  God  hu 
given  me  a  heart  to  make  the  experiment,  and  I  hope  be  will  give  me  more  of  thai 
disposition.  Whether  I  shall  ever  be  gratified  in  my  wishes  to  see  the  place  of  jaai 
nativity  or  not.  I  have  yet  to  leam.  At  several  dlBferent  times  I  thought  the  point 
nearly  decided ;  but  I  am  yet  on  the  Hill  at  Providence,  overwhelmed  with  cares.  And 
Ibongb  I  think  my  services  ot  little  importance  to  the  ohnrch  and  College,  my  brsthnD 
and  masters,  it  seems,  think  my  presence  hare  o(  some  importance  to  both.  I  hav«  lb* 
satisfaction,  however,  to  see  my  flock,  both  In  the  cburch  and  College,  again  collected, 
beyond  what  they  have  been  since  the  war  nnttl  lately.    I  have  Ilttla  to  say  ot  nj 
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sacc«H  In  Uie  mlnisti?.  YeBteida^  I  bftptiied  thi««.  The  ■eaaou  w«a  Holemn.  The 
aadl«nc«  Is  both  Utg«  and  attentive,  and  I  hope  among  them  are  soma  Inqnlring  soul*. 
One  ol  the  membcra  of  College  baa  lately,  I  hope,  bees  bioagbt  to  kaow  the  Lord. 
One  nnmber  of  atadenta  la  abont  thlK;-flTe,  with  a  proapeet  of  Increaae.  Bat  aa  we 
are  deatltnte  of  an  adequate  fnnd,  thta  doea  but  Incteaae  m;  laboia,  aa  I  am  coaflued  to 
conatant  teaching. 

The  LordiagTaclonatomaD7partaotttilalaiid,  In  of  late  poDitng  oat  hla  Spirit  upon 
the  people.  Ur.  Oano  haa  a  rich  bleaalng  In  New  York.  The  eaatem  part  of  New  Jenej 
la  alao  vlalted.  In  Vermont  there  is  a  day  of  Ood'a  power,  and  ao  alao  in  leveral  of  the 
interior  parta  ol  New  England.  Uay  that  glorlona  kingdom  come  over  all  theeartbl  I 
long  to  hall  the  approach  of  tbeKlngot  ZIon,  andlpurtfy  beJi«i>«  Ishall  live  toaee  the 
accompUahment  of  at  leaet  aoma  of  the  glorlona  thlnga  apokeu  of  the  city  of  Ood 

By  recent  acconnta  from  Kentucky,  Ave  hundred  milea  down  the  Ohio  below  Port 
ntt,  I  learn  that  God  haa  done  and  ia  atUI  doing  wondera  in  that  wilderueaa.  Beven  or 
eight  Baptist  churches  are  here  settled,  and  a  number  of  faithful,  bat  very  unlettered 
minlatera,  are  engaged  in  the  barveat.  To  apresd  the  knowledge  of  the  Redeemer  (who 
came  preaching  In  the  wildernesa  of  Jadea)  in  the  wllderneas,  haa  long  been  with  me  a 
desirable  object.  And  with  thla  view  I  have  conceived  a  design,  it  possible,  of  lurnlsh- 
Ing  their  nntutored  minds  with  books.  My  plan  ia  to  eatabllah  a  library  for  the  Baptist 
Aaaociatlon  (to  be  eatablls bed  there  this  year)  of  such  books  aa  are  beat  adapted  to  their 
situation,  to  qualify  their  mlniaters  more  tboronghly  tor  their  ministerial  work,  and  to 
aaslat  those  young  men  of  promising  abilltlea  for  tbe  mlniatry  with  uaetul  knowledge 
before  tbey  enter  on  the  work.  With  thia  view  I  am  about  to  make  coUeotiona  of  booka  - 
In  America,  and  I  recommend  the  aame  to  my  correapondents  in  England,  and  requeat 
tbem  toaend  torwardtothe  Rev.  Thon)aaDatlck,mlnlateT  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Pbila- 
delpbia,  with  a  line  to  him  informing  him  of  the  donora  and  the  deaign.  He  will  take 
charge  of  the  same,  till  they  can  be  safely  forwarded  to  Eentnoky,  tor  the  usee  men- 
tioned. Any  services  you  can  render  in  so  good  a  cause  will  be  kindly  accepted.  Tbey 
are  almoat  wboUy,  I  am  told,  deatltate  ot  all  kinda  of  booka.  I  propose  there  shall  be  a 
book  kept  by  theaaaoclatlon.lnwhlchabatl  beentered  tbe  donors' namea,  and  wbatthejr 
contributed.    You  have  my  baat  wlahea.  In  whlcb  Mrs.  Manning  Joins. 

Tour  unworthy  friflud, 

JAMta  Mahkiho. 

P.  B. — Should  I  not  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you,  please  to  present  my  Chtlatian  aalu< 
tation  to  Mr.  Thornton  when  yoa  return. 
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To  TBI  Bit,   Dk.  Caiab  Btajts. 

PsoToiBKCB,  Jnly  31,  vm. 

Tours  ot  28tb  ftDd  31st  of  Januarfcame  to  handlMtmoDthnrhilel  waaiu  Neir  York, 
th«  p«rUBal  of  vbtch  gave  me  great  pleasure,  especially  that  paragraph  which  meDtloiil 
theaddltlons  to  the'churcbes  in  Bristol.  May  ;oiibeso  luppras  to  see  the  good  work 
iacrease.  Things,  in  reference  to  religion,  rematn  much  as  when  I  wrote  last,  except  * 
greater  attention  paid  to  public  worship.  Lord's  Da;  before  last  I  bapUted  three  per- 
sons. In  several  ports  of  New  England  the  Lord  la  evident);  at  work.  In  Yennont 
there  Is  a  glorlons  shower  of  divine  influence,  as  also  in  tbe  city  o(  New  York,  and  ttw 
eastern  part  of  tbe  Jerseys.  Hy  Brother  Gano  is  greatly  blessed,  upwards  of  fortybaviug 
ot  late  been  added  to  his  chnrch,  among  whom  are  two  of  hts  sods  and  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters. When  I  beard  last  from  there  the  work  was  inoreaalng.  I  hikd  the  pleasure  ot  s 
short  interview  with  Hr.  Hnllett  in  New  York,  and  he  twice  or  three  times  gave  us  tbs 
pleasure  of  his  company,  though  but  a  short  time,  as  be  passed  to  and  from  Boston. 
He  was  kind  enough  to  engage  to  transmit  my  letters  safely  to  England.  Your  kiud 
proffers  ot  service  to  myself  or  Hr.  Btillmanln  soliciting  for  tbe  College,  should  either  a( 
us  t>e  sent,  are  very  acceptable,  but  we  bave  yet  bad  no  advice  on  that  subject  trom  Dt. 
Stennett.  '  Your  account  ol  the  ideas  of  tbe  Baptists  with  you,  respecting  literary  inili- 
tutions,  are  very  similar  to  those  of  tbe  American  Baptists.  We  shall  gladly  recslvs 
the  l>ookB  yon  mention,  and  any  others  which  you  can  spare,  or  procure  for  us.  As  tbsre 
Is  no  direct  communication  between  Bristol  and  Providence,  shall  wish  yon  to  wnd 
them  via  New  York,  to  the  care  of  my  brother-la-law,  John  Stites,  merchant,  at  the  cor- 
ner ot  Queen  and  Chapel  Streets  in  that  city,  with  a  line  advising  bim  where  to  Mtid 
them.  I  shall  Inform  bim  of  this  advice  to  you,  and  request  hlin  to  forward  them  imme- 
diately tome.  Dr.  Stennett'a  Discourses  on  Domestic  Duties  I  have,  and  highly  esteen 
them.  I  wish  every  family  were  possessed  of  the  book.  Hr.  Booth's  treatise  on  B^ 
tlsm,  and  his  tract  on  Chntcb  Communion,  be  was  kind  enough  to  preeent  to  me  last 
year.  Upon  reading,  I  recommended  it  in  almost  the  same  words  tn  which  yon  mention 
It ;  alleging  that  I  tbougbt  It  would  supersede  the  necessity  ot  any  future  publication* 
on  the  subject.  I  wish  It  conld  be  circulated  throughout  this  continent,  and  am  deter- 
mined to  use  my  endeavors  for  that  purpose.  I  shall  write  htm  on  this  subject  by  this 
opportunity.  The  Association  Letters,  the  sermon  on  Walking  by  Faith,  and  tbe  flfth 
volume  ot  Banrin's  Sermons  all  came  safe  to  hand,  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  present  to 
you  my  hearty  thanks,  and  wish.  In  my  turn.  It  were  In  my  power  to  afford  yon  equal 
pleaanre  by  tiansmitHng  some  valuable  American  publications,  bnt  this  Is  a  barren  soil. 
The  embarrassments  ot  trade,  especially  in  tbe  New  England  States,  open  before  ns  s 
gloomy  prospect,  producing  an  amazlngstagnatlon  of  business,  which  must  conttnae  till 
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tMW  cbkanelBKro  opened,  or  the  restTlotioiu  on  the  American  trodo  ate  taken  off  in  the 
porta  of  Britain  and  France.  Our  merchants  at  preeentslnk  money  by  all  the  trade  they 
drive.  Tbla  leadets  It  next  to  Impoaalble  to  make  remittancea  to  Britain,  aa  blila  are 
eight  par  oeut.  aiMve  pftr.  Were  it  otherwise  I  atianld  try  to  send  over  lor  aome  booka 
on  my  own  accoantj  especially  tor  aome  of  the  publications  of  onr  miniatera,  in  order  to 
droolate  them  in  tlila  country }  and  for  the  fneyeldpaifia  Britanaiea,  a  book  we  expected 
In  our  ootalogne,  batlt  did  not  come.  From  the  accounts  we  bars  had  of  it  I  presume  it 
must  be  a  work  ot  the  greatest  utility. 

The  CollsKe  contlnoea  to  lucreaae  giadnally  in  the  number  of  students,  whlcb  at 
present  le  thirty-seren,  one  of  whom,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  has  heen  recently  con- 
verted. I  have  long  wlahed  for  an  account  of  your  Education  Society,  —  the  founda- 
tion, who  are  admitted  and  with  what  qnallflcatlons,  the  course  of  siudiea  pursued, 
manner  of  teaching,  time  reqnlied  in  completing  the  course,  etc.,  etc.,—  but  I  fear  I 
ahould  be  troublesome  to  ask  It  of  yoo.  Some  iDtormMlon  I  received  on  theae  sub- 
jects from  my  dear  friend  Hr.  Mnllett,  bat  he  referred  me  to  Mr.  Bvana,  and,  if  I 
rightly  recollect,  mentioned  a  book  pabliabed  from  whenoe  I  could  draw  this  informa- 
tion. If  giving  tbla  information  should  be  tronhlesome,  I  do  not  wlah  It,  aa  from  your 
situation  you  cannot  surely  be  in  want  of  employment.  One  thing  more  I  nlsh  to 
mention,  whlob  is,  that  the  new  settlement  of  Kentucky,  five  hundred  milea  down,  the 
Ohio  river  below  Fort  Pitt,  was  Urat  aettled  by  Baptists.  It  now  oontsins  mora  than 
thirty  thousand  souls.  There  are  seven  Baptiat  chnrohea  and  eight  ministers,  who 
proposo  forming  an  Association  this  year.  They  inform  me  that  they  are  extremely 
destitute  ot  iMoka,  and  the  ministers  are  illiterate,  but  wish  for  the  means  of  informa- 
tion. I  have  proposed  to  my  friends  the  establisblng  of  a  library  of  some  useful  Itooks 
for  the  benefit  ot  the  Asaoctatlon,  that  the  ministers  and  those  who  are  candidates 
for  the  ministry  may  have  the  use  ot  it  J  and  thus,  may  I  add,  laying  the  foundation  of 
a  se«t  of  education.  To  this  end  I  have  written  to  my  friends  in  different  parts  to  col- 
lect what  books  they  can,  and  send  them  to  the  care  of  Bav.  Thomas  Ustiok,  minister  of 
the  Baptist  church  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  ready  to  besent  forward  by  the  Brst  good  con- 
veyance. Coatd  yonr  ministering  brethren  In  England  be  Induced  to  send  their  works, 
they  would  compoae  an  excellent  library  lor  this  purpoae.  I  find  by  a  publication  ot  a 
Presbyterian,  under  the  title  ot  a  History  ot  Kentucky,  that  hia  denomination  mean  to 
monopoliEe  and  gain  an  eatabllahment  there  in  a  literary  way.  We  have  Id  contempla- 
tion the  putting  In  for  a  share.  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  this  subject,  and  don't 
mean  to  loes  eight  ot  It.  Tour  analatanoe  and  Influence  in  favor  of  this  design  will  be 
the  moat  acceptable.    Charily  ikovld  not,  tndted,  end  at  Aome. 

With  sentiments  ot  esteem,  etc., 

Jajibs  MAHM-iira. 
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P.  S.— It  ia  proposed  to  have  •  book  in  the  Intended  Itbmrj',  eont^ning  the  dudm 
ot  Che  doDora,  end  the  doiuktloiu  made  b?  them,  tbat  posterity  m^  know  whM  stus- 
tiou  tbe  pieient  geneTattoapaid  to  thedlMemlDfttiiiKotaaefal  knowledge  In  the  wildcN 
nesa.  Whether  the  dealgn  anoceeda  ot  not,  I  ahall  have  the  Mtislsctlon  to  do  good; 
and  it  I  am  not  greatly  deceived,  a  little  hUd  oat  In  this  way  will  tarn  to  good  aceonnt. 
I  mean  to  send  them,  if  poulble,  soon,  apecaonotonrdenoiiiiDaUon  toopeaaseminarr 
amongst  them;  and,  Indeed,  were  t  not  confined  to  the  College,  shonld  spend,  God 
willing,  the  next  winter  there  myself.  Bibles  and  rellgloaa  books  which  are  printed  lo 
be  distributed  gratit  amongst  the  poor,  wonld  be  well  bestowed  tbere,  for  the  people 
are  teUgionsly  dlspoaed.  The  fnllest  confldence  may  b«  placed  In  Mr.  Ustlck,  that 
everything  sent  to  hi*  care  will  be  forwarded  to  them.  He  U  a  man  of  principle.  Aa 
the  term  of  hnman  life  is  eo  abort,  and  the  sphere  ol  oat  activity  so  contracted,  it 
behooves  ns  to  exert  onraelves  to  1111  It  np,  to  tbe  utmost,  with  .acta  of  public  ntlU^, 
especially  in  promoting  the  iuteteata  of  tbe  Redeemer. 

Dr.  Manning,  as  all  his  writings  show,  considered  piety  as  the  fiist 
and  indispensable  requisite  in  a  minister.  No  degree  of  genius  or  of 
mental  cultivation  was  allowed  by  Mm  to  compensate  for  tbe  want  of  a 
heart  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  moved  to  undertake  the  care  of 
souls  by  the  constraining  love  of  Christ.  He  believed,  nevertheless,  in 
an  educated  ministry.  How  earnestly  he  labored  to  secure  this  for 
the  churches  more  especially  of  his  own  denomination,  the  College  of 
Rhode  Island  and  the  Warren  Association  are  perpetual  witnesses.  In 
these  letters  to  Thomas  Mackaness  and  Dr.  Evans  we  have  an  illustra- 
tion of  bis  philanthropic  efforts  to  enlighten  the  illiterate  Baptist  min- 
isters of  Kentucky,  and  to  provide  instruction  for  the  rising  geneTatdon 
in  that  then  remote  wilderness  ;  and  this,  too,  when  "overwhelmed," 
as  he  expresses  it,  with  his  own  cares  and  duties.  For  a  fuller  develop- 
ment of  his  plans  with  reference  to  Kentucky,  tbe  reader  is  referred  to 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rippon,  dated  July  22.  Three 
years  later  we  find  Manning,  according  to  Benedict,  corresponding  with 
the  Baptists  in  Vii^nia,  and  encouraging  them,  through  their  estab- 
lished organizations,  to  found  a  seminary  of  learning  for  the  special 
benefit  of  their  rapidly-increasing  numbers  in  that  section  of  tie 
country. 

In  reading  Semple's  History  of  the  Baptists  of  Virginia,  we  find 
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diat,  among  the  papers  presented  at  a  seasion  of  tlie  General  Com- 
mittee, held  August  11, 1788,  was  a  letter  from  President  Manning, 
recommending  and  encouraging  the  Baptists  of  Virginia  to  erect  a 
seminary  of  learning.  The  subject  was  taken  up,  and  they  came  to 
the  following  decision,  viz.: 

RtvAotd,  That  a  committee  of  Qve  persona  on  eacb  iide  ot  James  Btver,  be  appalnted 
to  forward  the  bus insBa  respecting  a  seminary  of  learning ;  accordingly  Samuel  HatriM. 
John  Wtltiams,  Ell  Clay.  Simeon  Walton,  and  David  Barron,  were  appointed  on  tbe 
South;  and  Robert  Carter,  John  Waller,  William  Frlatoe,  John  Leland,  and  Keuben 
Ford,  on  the  Xoitb  side  ot  said  river. 

During  the  year  1T84  Dr.  Manning,  it  appears,  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Hon.  Granville  Sharp,  LL.  D.,  of  London,  a  zealous  member  of 
tbe  Established  Church,  but  liberal  to  Protestant  Dissenters  of  all 
classes,  and  noted  for  his  opposition  to  tbe  American  \var.  He  was 
also  distinguished  for  his  opposition  to  negro  slavery,  and  for  the  zeal 
with  which  he  engaged  in  various  patriotic  and  philanthropic  move- 
ments. His  publications,  which  were  numerous,  he  presented  to  the 
College  Library,  with  a  set  of  the  works  of  his  grandfather.  Dr.  John 
Sharp,  Archbishop  of  York.  He  subsequently  sent  other  valuable 
presents  to  the  Library.  The  following  letter  was  written  in  reply  to 
one  from  Manning :  — 

Old  Jswbv,  Loudon,  21st  Feb.,  1789. 
Bevebend  Sib: 

On  the  22d  alt.  I  received  your  obliging  letter  of  tbe  12th  Ootober,  ITM,  by  tbe 
bands  of  Mr.  Drowne,  wbo  seems  highly  worthy  of  the  ezcellent  character  you  gave 
me  of  htm. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  you  for  tbe  satisfactory  intelligence  of  the  sate  arrival  of 
the  books  which  I  sent  for  the  Library  ol  the  College  in  Providence,  and  also  tor  your 
fnllknd  explicit  account  ot  tbat  very  usetul  Institution. 

Some  additions  have  been  made,  I  believe,  to  my  tracts  on  Congregational  Courts 
sine*  I  sent  the  copies  ot  them  by  Ur.  Watson ;  and  therefore  I  have  now  sent  another 
oopy  for  the  College  Library,  and  one  tor  yourself;  though  indeed  the  tract  is  still 
incomplete  by  the  want  of  an  Index ;  tor  I  have  not  had  leisure  to  revise  and  correct 
tbe  Index  that  has  been  made  lot  it  by  a  person  whom  I  employed  tor  that  purpose  some 
time  ago. 
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Two  of  the  additioDkl  tracts  relate  to  the  laying  out  ol  settlements  on  uncaltivuad 
laiida,  — ft  anbject  of  very  Important  conBtderation  to  America;  for  if  careia  nottsJMn 
In  these  early  times  before  land  becomes  scarce,  to  reserve  a  dae  proportion  of  cottage- 
Und,  and  commoD-lBDd  around  every  town,  as  well  aa  around  new  settlements,  for  the 
accommodation  ol  poor  indnstrions  families,  and  also  small  portions  of  land  tor  tb« 
malntenaace  of  schools  and  other  public  estahUsbments,  It  will  be  very  difficult,  ahw 
years  hence,  to  procure  land  for  such  purposes. 

A  well-regulated  agrarian  law  nould  also  be  exceedingly  beneficial  to  America  lo 
prevent  monopolies  ol  land ;  for  when  large  tracts  of  land  are  engrossed  In  a  few  handa 
it  necessarily  occasions  not  only  internal  weakness,  and  an  inability  to  defend  a  coantry 
against  foreign  Invaders,  but  It  also  inevitably  reduces  to  slavery  the  indnstTioni 
laborers  wbocnltivate  the  enormous  tracts  ol  the  haaghty  overgrown  landholders;  tor 
this  Is  the  very  tonndatton  of  the  detestable  aristocratical  oppression  and  monarcfaisl 
despotism  In  Russia,  Poland,  Bohemia,  Germany,  France,  and  all  other  countries  under 
the  anmercUul  dominion  of  the  two  beasts  of  tyranny,  which  are  now  preparing  thcnb- 
selves  tor  a  speedy  retribution  of  the  divine  vengeancel 

A  mediocrity  In  the  proportion  of  landed  possessions  in  the  hands  of  treeholdcn, 
together  with  an  ample  provision  of  cottage-lands  for  the  laboring  poor,  and  coniiuon- 
lands  for  all  other  housekeepers,  will  certainly  be  most  beneficial  for  every  community: 
and  such  mediocrity  of  landed  possessions  may  be  gradually  obtained,  without  injary 
to  the  rights  of  the  present  possessors,  by  restraining  inheritance*  to  an  equal  dislri- 
butiou  in  gavet-klDd  amongst  all  the  sons  ol  landholders ;  or.  If  the  Srst-bora  Is  Co  lie 
allowed  a  preference.  It  should  beonly  to  the  amonot  of  acertain  limited  n amber  ol 
acres  (as  many  as  shall  be  deemed  a  reasonable  competence  for  an  Independent  gentle- 
man), and  theoverplas  to  be  divided  amongst  the  nearest  of  kin,  whose  poeseMloni  art 
below  the  said  limited  competence  ot  landed  Inheritance,  unless  the  remainder  of  tli« 
land  be  otherwise  legally  disposed  of,  by  the  will  and  testament  ot  the  late  possessor. 

The  Inheritances  of  heiresses  should  also  be  subject  to  the  same  llmltaUons ;  so  tbsi 
it  the  husband  has  the  legal  competence  of  land  already  in  his  own  right,  the  motbsr'i 
estate  should  be  reserved  for  the  eldest  son ;  but  to  be  held  by  the  latter,  when  ot  sg«, 
no  longer  than  during  bis  father's  life ;  with  an  option,  however,  to  give  up  either  hit 
father's  or  mother's  inheritance  to  the  yoonger  children.  By  this  means  the  ortt- 
grown  possessions  wonld  be  soon  reduced  to  reasonable  competences,  and  the  number 
ot  sabetantial,  Independent  landholders  would  be  greatly  increased,  for  the  general 
security  dI  the  country,  wherever  such  regulations  shall  take  place.  This  would  Mt 
hounds  to  the  Insatiable  thirst  of  realizing,  which  prompts  some  thrifty  men  to"lir 
house  to  house  and  fleld  to  Beld ; "  for  they  would  be  compelled,  by  a  Just  sgrarlsn 
law,  to  And  some  more  beneflclal  modeot  employing  their  superflnonswealtb,  and  the 
most  avaricious  ot  them  would  undoubtedly  be  Induced  to  employ  It  In  trade,  which 
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woald  greatly  promote  the  extension  of  commeice,  and  consegneatl;  th«  welfare  of  the 
whole  comma tiity.  I  have  eueloBed  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  a  friend  of  the 
Abb<  de  Uablf,  to  ahow  that  the  delecte  which  he  obeerved  in  lome  of  the  American 
eontlltatioiM  wonld  be  etfectnally  remedied  by  the  ancient  iyitem  of  Ftank'pledge  (as 
deterlbed  In  my  last  work),  which  was  manlteatly  the  polity  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Israel  whilst  nnder  the  theocracy ;  for  the  aame  arrangement  of  the  people  into  exact 
numerical  dlTisIoni  ol  tithlnga,  hundreds,  and  ihonsanda,  was  then  ordained  ae  a  part 
of  their  political  constltntlons,  though  It  was  even  at  that  lime  too  freqnently  neg- 
lected ;  whereby  the  people  fell  into  contusion  and  anarchy,  and  "  every  man  did  what 
seemed  right  In  his  own  eyes."  Bnt  this  was  not  occasioned  by  any  detect  in  the  con* 
stitntion  llaelt,  bat  merely  by  the  neglect  ot  It;  tor  I  know  ot  no  other  method  bat 
this.  If  dnly  maintained  by  annual  renewal,  whereby  liberty,  equal  right,  and  national 
security  can  be  so  eftectnally  supported. 

Probably  what  I  have  written  concerning  the  popular  right  ot  electing  bishops  (see 
tract  No.  0)  may  seem  snperflnous,  as  well  to  yourself  as  to  some  other  learned  pro- 
fessors of  divinity,  who  have  not  been  educated  in  an  Episcopal  Church;  nevertheless, 
it  is  a  subject  worthy  your  consideration,  especially  as  It  will  be  foaud  that  the  most 
important  objecttons  that  have  usually  been  made  by  Protestant  Dissenters  to  the 
order  ot  biihopa,  would  be  effectually  removed  by  the  restoration  ot  popular  right  In 
the  election  ot  them;  and  that  all  danger  of  tnmults  In  such  elections  wonld  be 
obviated  by  electing  two  of  the  most  eminent  presbyters,  of  unimpeachable  morality 
and  virtue,  whose  appointment  to  tbe  dignity  should  be  decided  by  lot,  after  solemn 
prayer  by  the  whole  congregation,  according  to  the  apostolic  example  related  In  Acts 
i.  Ift-ac.    I  remain,  with  dae  respect  and  esteem,  reverend  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

GUJIVIU.S  BaAnr. 

To  this  letter  Manning  replies :  — 

PaOTIDKHCK,  Statb  OF  Rhodk  Isi-aitii,  July  26, 1T86. 

Dkab  Sm: 

In  Hay  last,  Jost  before  I  left  Providence  for  Hew  York  and  Philadelphia,  I  received 
by  the  ship  London  year  most  acceptable  letters  ot  Febroary  21, 22,  as  also  the  copy  of 
your  letter  to  a  friend  of  the  Abb<  de  Habiy,  dated  Dec.  30,  ITM,  and  your  letter  of 
March  4, 1T83,  together  with  the  two  copies  of  your  last  work  on  Congregational  Courts. 
As  the  Bopt  had  a  long  passage,  I  received  the  letters  and  books  by  the  London  flrst, 
bnt  the  duplicates  by  the  Bop«  came  safe.  I  have  complied  and  shall  comply  literally 
with  your  desire  of  maUng  them  public.    Your  letter  relating  to  ecclesiastical  matters, 


y.Google 


410  BROWN  .UNIVEESITT  Chap.  XL 

After  peruBBl,  I  commnnicated  to  mj  mltilsMiiug  brethren  o(  the  Episoopal  Charch  in 
m;  vicinity,  who  took  ■  copy  of  it.  I  then  took  it  to  New  York  and  commQnicUed  it  Co 
some  ot  the  members  of  Congrasa ;  lent  it  to  Dr.  ProTOBt,  the  rector,  who  desired  lib- 
erty to  copj  it,  which  I  gmnted  him,  withal  requeatiug  him  to  commtiuicate  it  Co  bia 
hretbrea.  He  proposed  doing  ao,  and  lafinn  it  before  the  convention  ot  the  EplBccpsI 
clergy  of  Virginia  and  New  York  ini;luslve,  to  meet  in  September  next  at  the  dt;  ol 
Philadelphia.  Two  weeks  since,  I  received  from  General  Knox,  via  Boston,  Arch. 
bishop  Sharp's  Sermons  and  Works,  in  seven  volumes,  with  two  volumea  ot  Sbatp  on 
Congregational  Courts.  The  General  Informed  me  that  b;  some  accldeot  they  h>d 
been  wet.  This  had  marred  the  beauty  of  the  binding,  bat  had  not  Injured  the  print. 
No  letter  accompanied  them,  but  I  presume  the;  were  designed  for  the  library,  where 
I  shall  place  them.  The  kind  attention  of  Mr.  Sharp  to  this  College  has  laid  me  and 
the  frlenda  of  it  under  great  obligatlooH,  which  I  beg  leave  moat  heartily  to  acknorl- 
edge,  by  returning  him,  as  well  In  behalf  of  the  College  em  myself,  our  united  thanks. 
Shall  comply  with  your  wishes  respecting  Bishop  Wilson's  works,  whenever  they  miy 
arrive.  Your  treatise  on  Frank-pledge,  with  that  on  Congregational  Courts,  I  banded 
to  tbe  Hon.  Hesars.  Howell  and  Ellery,  members  of  Congress  for  this  State ;  but  they 
had  nxed  upon  the  plan  ot  laying  out  tbe  back  lands  before  my  arrival.  Aa  l*as 
pleased  with  yonr  ideas  on  that  subject,  I  strongly  reoommended  to  them  an  examlaa- 
tion,  and  an  adoption  of  your  plan  where  it  would  be  an  Improvement  u)K>n  theirs.  I 
mean  by  this  opportunity  to  furnUh  you  with  their  publication  on  this  subject,  it  1  can 
procure  It.  I  thauk  you  for  the  interest  you  feel  In  the  welfare  and  future  happlnoa 
of  America,  and  for  your  generous  and  benevolent  exertions  to  promote  the  same. 
Tbeae  exertions  I  doubt  not  will  meet  a  due  reward  from  tbe  supreme  Judge  snd 
BeWarder  of  merit.  Your  publioatlons  are  highly  approved  by  tbe  gentlemen  of  my 
acquaintance.  To  point  out  an  inadequate  mode  of  defending  the  rights  without  lay- 
ing a  foundation  for  subverting  the  liberties  of  mankind,  is,  in  my  view,  the  gr«at 
desideratum  of  government,  and  I  have  yet  seen  nothing  which  promises  fairer  to 
accomplish  this  than  your  scheme,  a  part  of  whioh,  at  least,  I  expect  will  be  adopted 
by  the  United  States. 

I  concur  with  you  in  sentiment  exactly  concerning  the  Importance  ol  a  mediocrity 
in  tbe  proportion  ot  landed  posaesaions  In  the  hands  of  freeholdera.  It  is  tbe  real 
strength  of  a  nation,  and  most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  the  rights  of  man. 
In  New  England  a  system  was  adopted  when  the  country  was  first  settled,  which 
remains  in  full  vigor  to  this  day ;  so  that  it  is  hard  to  find  many  here  In  the  extremes  of 
poverty  or  wealth.  It  was  this  apiric  which,  in  the  last  war,  captivated  British  armies, 
or  repelled  them  from  their  borders,  as  it  is  calculated  to  disseminate  knowledge  and 
the  love  ot  liberty  throughout  the  whole  community.  Many  If  not  most  of  tbe  States 
have  enacted  laws  by  which  the  estates  of  those  who  die  intestate  shall  be  equally 
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divided  »mongstall  th«sarvtvlng  cbtldren.bothm&le  aod  femsla,  or  at  most  give  tba 
oldest  BOD  bat  two  ■h&cei.  In  consequence  ol  this  msny  people  make  no  other  will, 
bnt  appoint  executors  to  execute  that  which  the  lawhM  made  for  them.  This  is  a  gnard 
agaiDst  the  danger  arising  from  overgrown  estatei,  as  manr  who  devise  them  b;  will 
or  otherwise  cooform,  nearlj,  to  what  the  law  points  out  as  equitable.  This  renders  an 
agrarian  law  in  a  measure  annecessaiy. 

For  your  friendship  and  assistance  afforded  Mr.  Drowns,  I  thank  you,  and  shall  be 
happy,  in  my  turn,  totestity  my  readiness  to  repay  the  kindness.  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
iniorm  you  that  the  College  at  Providence  daily  increases  in  reputation  and  number  ol 
stiideiite.  Some  valuable  though  small  additions  have  been  lately  mode  to  our  library. 
which  consists  now  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  volumes.  The  prospects  trom  thii 
country  of  augmenting  our  funds,  so  as  to  establish  an  adequate  nntuber  ot  prolessora, 
from  the  decay  of  trade  and  the  scarcity  of  money  are  at  present  rather  gloomy,  bnl  we 
hope  some  generooe  benefactors  may  yet  orlae  and  obviate  this  difBcnlty. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  Inforni  you  that  tbece  is  an  evident  alteration  tor  the  better  in 
the  morals  of  the  people  throughout  this  country.  Beliglon,  too, begins  to  raise  her 
drooping  head ;  and  whataflords  me  peculiar  satlatactloa  Is,  that  aaplrit  of  moderation 
prevails  beyond  what  has  been  known  since  the  first  settlement  of  New  England. 
The  various  denominations  of  Christlansarecnltivatingaspirit  of  brotherly  love  by  an 
unreserved  Intercourse  with  each  other.  Among  the  many  mischievous  consequences 
reanlting  from  the  late  war,  we  are  happy  to  find  that  the  prevalence  of  a  spirit  of  toler- 
ation, and  a  more  general  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  religious  liberty,  in  some  mea»- 
nre  counterbalance  them. 

That  you  may  Jong  live  to  promote  the  great  interests  of  mankind  by  your  shining 
al)illties  and  indefatigable  labors,  and  have  the  happiness  to  see  tbe  good  effects  of  them 
on  society,  and  at  last  be  admitted  to  receive  an  ample  reward  of  all  your  labors  In  the 
r^lons  of  bliss,  is  the  ardent  wish  of,  dear  sir, 

Tour  sincere  friend  and  very  humble  servant, 

,  Jaues  Manniho. 

The  little  library  of  five  hundred  volumes  had  now,  through  the 
generosity  of  John  Brown,  and  the  gifts  of  friends,  been  increased. 
Manning  here  states,  to  two  thousand  volumes.  They  were  kept  in  a 
chamber  on  the  second  floor  of  what  is  now  known  as  University  Hall. 
These  literary  treasures,  few  as  they  were,  seem  to  have  been  thoroughly 
appreciated  by  their  conservators,  and  guarded  with  unceasing  vigi- 
lance.    We  have  already,  in   a  previous   chapter,  given  some   of  the 
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regulations  of  t^e  Library,  as  a  part  of  the  College  Laws  of  1783. 
The  following  ia  an  additional  regulation :  — 

The  HtndeoU  shall  come  to  the  Library  four  at  a  time,  when  Bent  tor  hj  the  Llbia- 
rlao,  aad  they  shall  not  enter  the  Library  beyond  the  Librarian's  table,  on  the  penalty  of 
three  peace  tor  every  offense. 

As  the  Librarian's  table  was  in  the  centre  of  the  room  opposite  the 
entrance,  this  last  regulation  would  seem  to  supersede  a  previous  one, 
requiring  that  the  Librarian  "  in  delivering  out  the  books,  should  suffer 
none  of  the  students  to  derange  or  handle  them  on  the  shelves." 

In  the  early  days  when  books  were  few  and  costly,  "free  circp- 
LATiON,"  of  which  we  boast  to-day,  was  a  thing  unknown,  and  even 
the  Holy  Bible  was  chained,  preservation  being  the  leading  consid- 
eration in  the  minds  of  those  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  care  and 
management  of  public  collections.  How  does  the  dark  chamber  of 
1785,  to  which  the  three  upper  classes  were  admitted  once  a  week, 
when  "sent  for  four  at  a  time,"  contrast  with  the  elegant,  spacious, 
and  well  lighted  Library  Building  of  to-day,  open  day  and  evening  for 
all  students,  professors,  and  graduates.  Its  alcoves  open,  its  shelves 
free,  and  the  books  handled  at  will  inithout  loss  or  injury. 

Resuming  now  Manning's  correspondence  :  — 

To  TUB  Rbv.  Db.  Josh  Rifpoh. 

Pbovidbkcb,  July  32.  I78S. 
Mv  Dbab  Bbothbb : 

Yours  of  Dec.  21, 1T81,  came  to  hand  last  month,  together  with  the  pamphlet  occs- 
Bioned  by  the  death  ot  that  eminent  man,  Dr.  OlfFord,  tor  which  please  accept  my  b««C 
thanks.  That  ol  Feb.  23,  ITSC,  came  by  the  Hope,  together  with  the  acceptable  prdienU 
of  Deacon  Shepherd  and  Rev.  John  Ryland,  tor  which,  In  the  name  ot  the  College, 
'please  to  present  them  my  most  cordial  thanks.  This  shoilld  have  been  done  by  the 
Corporation,  had  a  meeting  ot  that  body  been  held  since.  I  am  greatly  plf^ased,  as  wall 
as  instructed,  by  both  these  valuable  works,  though  my  attention  has  been  of  Isle  so 
much  taken  up  in  other  ways  that  I  can  command  but  little  time  tor  reading.  With 
you  I  regret  your  want  of  timely  information  ot  the  catalogue  of  hooku  sent  for  the 
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CoHeK^;  »nd  I  malce  no  donbt  of  your  being  both  able  mni  willing  to  have  made  ft 
considerable  lavlng  for  the  College.  Had  I  been  then  aa  irell  acquainted  with  jronr 
cbaract«r  as  I  have  been  since,  I  should  have  addressed  yon  on  the  sabject.  We  did 
then,  AS  wa  thonght,  the  best  we  could  do ;  bat  017  expectations  were  disappointed,  I 
contMB,  in  the  price  of  the  books.  Should  we  ever  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  more 
monej'  to  107  out  in  that  way,  which  I  see  but  little  prospect  of,  we  shall  take  the 
liberty  to  solicit  Mr.  Blppon's  assistance.  I  am  pleased  to  heat  that  Dr.  Qlll's  Exposi- 
tion is  to  be  completed.  Many  ot  them  are  now  wanted;  bnt  the  difBculty  ot  making 
remittftnces  from  New  England,  and  the  Inconceivable  scarcity  of  cash,  have  almost 
put  an  end  to  business.  New  channels  ot  trade  will  probably  soon  open,  but  not,  I  fear, 
before  many  ot  our  mercantile  people  ace  ruined.  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  cause  of 
religion  is  on  the  advance  in  your  churches,  and  that  our  denomination  increases  in 
some  ot  the  counties.  Mr.  £lvans  gives  me  agreeable  information  from  Bristol  of  con- 
siderable additions  to  two  ol  our  churches  in  the  city. 

And  though  Htupidity  greatly  prevails  in  general,  we  still  have  some  agreeable 
revivals  in  different  parts  on  this  continent.  The  wilderness  of  Vermont  still  con- 
tinues to  blossom  as  the  rose.  New  York  and  the  eastern  part  o(  New  Jersey  are 
blessed  with  a  joyful  harvest.  My  Brother  Qano  appears  to  be  the  principal  instrument 
whom  Ood  honors  In  that  city,  so  lately  filled  with  violence.  Three  of  his  own  children 
are  in  the  number  of  oonverts ;  and  if  I  augur  rightly,  one  o(  bis  sons,  a  doctor,'  must 

M.  D.  Me  wu  born  In  the  city  of  New  York,  Dec.  SB,  ITffi,  being  the 
Oano.  At  the  ige  ot  thlrteea  he  wu  placsd  under  the  cue  of  his 
materool  uncle.  Dr.  Stllea.  to  be  educated  toe  the  medical  profsulon.  Hmrlug  made  hoaorabte 
proficiency  in  his  HuiUes,  he  recelred  an  appoiatment  as  surgeon  [a  the  army,  and  entered  the 
public  service.  He  «as  at  this  time  nineceen  years  old.  His  mother,  who  bad  been  the  principal 
■gent  In  procuring  for  him  the  appolntuient,  harlng  buckled  on  hla  regUnentala,  uld  to  him  as 
they  parted,  concealing  her  tears,  "My  ioa,  may  QodpreaerTe  your  life  and  your  patrlatiim ;  — the 
one  may  be  sscriaced  In  retaking  and  preserving  the  home  of  your  ohildhood;  bnt  let  menerer 
hear  tbat  you  have  forfeited  the  birthright  of  a  freeman."  He  continued  in  the  service  two  years, 
and  then  retired  to  settle  as  a  physician  in  Tappan.  now  Orangetown,  New  York.  Soon  after  his 
eonrerslaii  be  was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  It  was  his  duty  to  preach  the  gospel.  He  was 
accoraiogly  ordained  in  the  Oold  Street  Church,  New  Vork,  hla  fstber  and  President  Manning  par- 
tlcljiating  In  the  eieiclses  of  the  occasion.  This  was  on  the  M  ot  August,  ITSG,  He  at  once 
engaged  in  miss lonary  labors  on  the  Hudson,  and  wherever  be  went  his  preaching  awakeeed  a  deep 
Interest.  He  was  successively  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Hillsdale  and  at  Hudson.  Id  ITK  he 
received  an  invitation  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  In  Providence,  which  InvlcatloQ 
he  accepted.  Some  members  of  the  society,  It  la  understood,  at  first  objected  to  hla  being  the  pas- 
tor or  a  church  whose  relations  with  tbe  College  were  so  lallnaaie,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  aever 
himself  received  a  collegiate  edacatlon.  These  objections,  bowsver.  were  soon  removed,  and  tbe 
most  cordial  and  friendly  relations  were  establlsbed  between  himself  and  his  people.  Here  be 
coDtlnaed  during  tbe  remainder  of  his  useful  life.  He  died  on  the  ISth  of  August.  1S28,  In  the 
sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  greatly  beloved  and  respected  throoghout  the  entire  community. 
Tbe  event  was  Immediately  made  known  by  the  tolling  of  tbe  city  bells,  and  the  children  who  were 
assembled  in  the  several  schools  were  dismissed,  out  of  respect  to  his  menwry.    His  funeral  was 
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preach  Christ  to  othen.  Upward*  of  fort^  have  be«i>  lately  added,  and  the  work,  bj 
late  iulormatlOD.  1«  on  the  Increase.  Grace  reigns  also  in  sevflrat  places  la  New  Eng- 
land.  Some  drops  have,  In  mercy,  fallen  on  Providence.  Three  I  baptized  Lord's  Daf 
sennight.  Public  worship  is  better  attended  tban  since  the  war,  In  onr  meeting.  I 
should  be  happ7  to  receive  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bippon  on  spiritual  thing*,  hut  bosineu, 
at  proper  times,  calls  for  our  attention.  I  thank  you  lor  your  kind  attention  to  Vi. 
Drowne,,as  be  is  modest  to  an  exceu.  And  since  yon  cannot  command,  or  at  least 
make  use  of  the  wings  ol  a  dove  to  visit  America,  what  think  yon  ol  snbetltDtlng  in 
their  place  tbose  of  a  ship?  I  would  engine  that  yon  should  have  the  fervent  pnjen 
of  many  of  yonr  American  friends  for  a  sate  and  speedy  passage,  and  a  most  kindly 
welcome  to  tbese  western  shores ;  and  u>ith<U  I  have  prepared  j/ou  a  lodging,  which  (si  s 
minister  once  said  of  his  bed),  if  homely,  is  a  sincere  one.  I  am  confident  no  honse  In 
yonr  capital  would  please  me  better  than  Mr.  Blppon's,  should  I  ever  be  permitted  U 
visit  yonr  country ;  nor  should  any  be  preferred  to  it  as  a  home ;  but  I  almost  give  orer 
the  expectations  of  seeing  my  Sngllsb  brethren  till  1  meet  them  above,  the  prospect  of 
which  often  gives  me  pleasure.  There  I  bope  to  see  and  converse  with  the  whole 
family  at  home,  without  the  aid  or  necessity  of  pen  and  Ink.  In  the  meantime  I  [e«i 
my  obligations  to  diligence  in  the  buslnesB  of  my  holy  calling,  that  I  may  be  foaed 

The  College  still  Increases,  thoagh  gradually.  Our  number  Is  thirty-seven;  od«  of 
whom,  I  hope,  has  been  called  by  grace.    Last  week  we  burledout  venerable  Chancellor, 

Mtended  bj  an  immense  concourse  of  people,  and  a  lerman  ^>prapriate  to  the  oceulon  ns 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sharp,  at  Boston. 

During  his  pastorate  of  thirty-eight  years  I>r.  Osno  wsa  permitted  to  vltoMs  manr  «lgaal 
manlfeitaClons  at  the  divine  power  aatl  presence.  In  one  year  he  baptlnd  one  hundred  and  tDrtj- 
■even  converts,  spelling  the  number  of  cbarcb  communicanu  to  six  hundred  and  forty-eiglil.  Ai 
an  evidence  of  his  general  nsetnlnew.  It  may  be  mentioned,  that  for  nineteen  coniecnllve  yesn  be 
prealdedu  moderator  at  the  meetings  ot  the  Warren  Auoclatlon.  "He  bad,"  says  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jackson,  "aline, commanding  llgure.  being  more  than  sti  feet  in  stature,  and  every  way  well  pro- 
portioned. Els  voice  was  full,  sonorous,  and  altogether  agreeable.  His  manner  was  perfectly 
artlaw  and  unstudied.  He  bad  great  command  of  language,  and  could  speak  with  flnency  and 
appropriateness,  with  little  or  no  premeditation,    HU  dtgconrsM  were  eminently  experlmeatal." 

Dr.  QsDO  was  married  on  the  anb  ot  October,  1782,  to  Cornelia,  daughter  of  Capt.  Joelab  Vsts- 
sor,  ot  the  city  of  New  York.  By  her  he  bad  two  sons  and  two  danghters.  On  the  4lh  ot  Angoit, 
ITSa.  he  mu  a  second  time  married  to  Polly,  daughter  of  Colonel  Tallmadge,  of  Nev  York.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  also  tour  children,  tbree  dangbteri  and  one  son.  His  third  wile  ni 
Mary,  daughter  of  Hon.  Joseph  Brown,  by  wbom  be  bad  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Ellia  B.  Bogers.  la 
IMIl  he  was  married  to  Hrs.  Joanna  Lattlug.  of  Hillsdale.  N.  T.,  wbo  inrvived  him  many  yean.  Ot 
bis  six  daughtera.  tour  have  married  clergymen :  namel;,  the  Rev.  John  Holroyd,  the  Ber.  FetCT 
I,ndlow,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Benedlot,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jackson.  Dr.  Oano  was  an  honored  and  nsetl) 
member  ot  the  Maaonlc  fraternity,  baring  been  initiated  in  Koont  Vernon  Lodge,  Providence,  ea 
the  imh  of  July,  IBOl.  Twenty-lire  years  afterwards  |Jan.  5, 1B26),  be.  in  company  with  the  Istt 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  Orlswold,  took  the  Knight  Templar's  degree  In  tbe  Providence  Encampment, 
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Stephen  Hopklna,  Eaq,,LL.D.,  tor  111BI17  jeacB  Ooremoroftlie  Colon;,  and  ana  ol  those 
dlaCtnguished  worthies  who  composed  tbe  First  Congress.  He  waa  one  of  the  greatest 
men  our  country  has  roared,  At  the  first  meeting  ot  the  Corporation  he  waa  chosen 
Chancellor,  and  continued  in  the  office  till  hia  death.  In  btin  the  College  has  lost  » 
most  valuable  member  and  officer,  and  I  myseU  a  particular  friend.  Mr.  Van  Horn  baa 
obtained  something  for  the  College  by  bis  solicitations  in  Peuns;lvania  and  New 
Jersey,  in  which  business  he  is  etiU  employed.  I  carried  in  May  last  an  application  to 
Congress,  by  a  memorial,  etc.,  tor  compeasatloD  tor  the  rents  and  damages  done  the 
College  by  the  troops  during  tbe  war,  bat  as  yet  got  notblug  done.  Tbe  papers  were 
readand  aoommittee  appointed  while  I  was  there, before  whom  we  bad  a  hearing,  and 
tbelr  promise  ol  a  speedy  report ;  but  I  tear  little  is  to  be  expected  from  that  quarter. 

In  the  new  settlement  ot  Kentucky,  flve  hundred  miles  down  the  Ohio  below  Fort 
Pitt,  I  am  credibly  informed  that  there  are  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  inhabitants, 
amongst  whom  are  aeven  Baptist  churches  and  eight  mlnlntera ;  tbat  the  people  incline 
much  to  beofonr  denomination;  that  the minlsterH  are  not  only  very  Illiterate, but  that 
there  is  not  a  person  of  our  persuasion  capable  ot  teaching  even  tbe  langaages  amongst 
(hem ;  and  that  they  liave  a  desire  to  enjoy  the  means  ot  education,  more  especially  as 
tbe  Presbyterians,  though  greatly  inferior  In  numbers,  and  later  on  the  ground,  appear 
to  be  mancBuvering  to  avail  themsHlves  ot  advantages  from  being  first  in  promoting 
literature  In  that  quarter.  I  conjectured  this  from  reading  a  pamphlet,  written  by  one  ot 
that  society,  giving  an  account  of  tbe  first  settlement  ot  tbat  country.  Accordingly  I 
wrote  my  thoughts  on  the  subject  to  our  Western  ministers,  withal  requesting  them  to 
possess  themselves  ot  the  best  information  they  could  get  before  the  next  Ajuiociation  at 
Pbiladetphia  to  be  held  in  October,  tbat  something  might  be  done  to  encourage  tbem. 
Since  then  I  am  Informed  tbat  tliey  propose  establlsbtng  an  association  there  this  year. 
With  a  view  to  assist  tbem,  I  have  proposed  tbe  raising  ot  aatnall  library,  otsuchbooka 
as  maj'  be  more  immediately  serviceable  to  the  ministers,  and  those  who  are  candidates 
tor  the  ministry,  and  am  using  my  endeavors  to  procure  what  books  I  can  tor  tbat  pur- 
pose in  America.  Bat  as  I  expect  the  contributlona  will  be  small,  I  greatly  wish  lor  the 
assistance  ot  our  Bngliab  friends.  Tbe  proposal  is  to  forward  the  books  to  the  Kev. 
Thomas  Ustick,  Baptist  minister  in  Philadelphia,  to  b«  forwarded  by  tbe  first  good 
opportunity  i  that  a  book  shall  be  kept  In  wblcb  tbe  names  ot  tbe  contributors  shall  be 
enrolled,  wltb  an  account  ot  their  donations,  tbat  posterity  may  know  what  exertions 
weremade.andby  whom,  to  propagate  knowledge  and  religion  in  that  wilderness.  I 
mean  to  have  this  library  under  such  regulations  .as  that  it  may  form  the  basis  of  a  liter- 
ary Institation  there.  Those  ot  our  ministers  who  are  able,  by  contributing  tbelr 
works,  would  greatly  assist  In  laying  this  tonndatlon;  and  I  doubt  not  that  posterity 
will  rise  up  and  call  them  blessed.  It  you  think  well  ot  this  proposal,  I  doubt  not  but 
70a  will  be  willing  to  lend  your  induence  to  carry  It  Into  effect.    I  mean  not  only  to 
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pcopoBe,  bat,  according  to  my  ttbllitj.  Msiat  Id  tfala  matter ;  and  sUo  to  promote,  ta  far 
»■  possible,  an  acftdemy  amongst  them,  in  which  I  haTe  some  prospect  of  ancceedltiK.  A* 
I  shall  not  vrlte  on  this  aabject  to  any  but  Mr.  Brans  and  yonraelf ,  I  wonld  thank  jwx  to 
mention  It  where  and  to  whom  you  think  proper.  Those  Bibles  and  leligloos  booka 
printed  by  societies  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor,  wonld  be  well  bestowed  there  at 
piaaent.  I  shall  be  happy  on  all  occasions  and  by  every  opportnalty  to  rec^ve  a  line 
from  Hr.  Blppon.    With  sentiments  o(  esteem, 

I  am  yonra.  In  Jeans, 

Jauks  TStjnmi^. 


Dr.  MftDning's  brief  eulogium  upon  his  "particular  friend,"  Govei' 
□or  Hopkinfi,  the  first  Chancellor  of  the  College  waa  well  deserved. 
This  great  and  good  man  closed  his  long,  honorable,  and  lueful  life  on 
the  ISth  of  July,  1785,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age.  *'  From  the 
vigor  of  his  understanding,  and  the  intuitive  energy  of  his  mind,  he  had 
established,"  says  his  biographer,  "  a  character  not  only  prominent  in 
the  annals  of  hie  country,  but  in  the  walks  of  literature.  Poasessing  a 
commanding  genius,  his  constant  and  assiduous  application  In  the  par> 
suit  of  knowledge  eminently  distinguished  him  in  the  Srst  class  of  liter- 
ati. A  leading  and  active  promoter  of  literary  and  scientific  intelli- 
gence, he  attached  himself  in  early  youth  to  the  study  of  books  and 
men,  and  continued  to  be  a  constant  and  improving  reader,  a  close  and 
careful  observer,  until  the  period  of  bis  death.  Holding  aU  abridgments 
and  abridgers  in  very  low  estimation,  it  is  cited,  in  exemplification  of 
his  habitual  deep  research,  and  the  indefatigability  with  which  he  pene- 
trated the  recesses,  instead  of  skimming  the  surface  of  things,  that 
instead  of  depending  upon  summaries  and  concentrated  authorities,  be 
perseveringly  pursued  the  whole  of  the  great  collection  of  ancient  and 
modem  history,  compiled  about  half  a  century  ago,  by  some  distinguished 
scholars  in  Europe ;  and  tliat  he  also  read  through  all  of  Thurloe's  and 
other  ponderous  collections  of  state  papers."  Governor  Hopkins  pro- 
fessed the  principles  of  the  society  of  BViends,  at  whose  places  of  worship 
he  was  a  regular  attendant.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  Christian 
religion,  but  not  bigoted  in  his  belief,  treating  all  societies  of  religions 


y.Google 


1784-1786.  Am>  MAlTOmG.  417 

people  with  respect.  As  we  have  before  stated,  he  was  a  warm  friend  of 
tiie  CoUege,  and  labored  zealously  to  promote  its  interests.' 

The  following  brief  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Caleb  Evans  conveys  the 
pleasing  intelligence  that  the  books,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been 
made,  bad  been  voted  to  the  College  by  the  Bristol  Education  Society :  — 

Bkhtol,  Sept.  S,  1T8II. 
DEAKSn: 

I  take  tbii  opportaalty,  by  mj  worthy  yoang  friend  Hr.  Wftldo,  ol  Informing  yon  that 
U  oni  lat«  annnal  meetlDg  of  the  Education  Society  here,  Ang.  M,  I  obtained  a  vote  In 
avot  of  yoniCollege, reapeotlng  the  many  Talnable  books  we  have  to  dispose  of,  and  am 
empowered  to  send  such  aa  I  may  approve  of.  I  shall  take  an  e^y  opportanlty  ol 
doing  this,  and  when  leceived  shall  hop«  for  the  favor  of  a  line  from  yon. 

I  have  also  to  raqnest  the  favor  ol  a  diploma  of  A.  H.  for  my  worthy  eolleagne,  the 
Bev.  James  Newton,  a  gentleman  whose  sonnd  learning  and  amiable  character  will  do 
more  honor  to  the  title  than  the  title  will  do  to  him.  He  Is  totally  ignorant  ol  this 
application,  nor  shonld  I  have  made  it  bat  that  it  hnrt  me  to  think  so  worthy  a  man 
ihonld  appear  to  be  neglected,  whilst  Hr.  Hall  and  myself,  who  an  oonneoted  with  him 
Id  the  academy,  and  esteem  it  BofBclent  honor  to  be  his  equals,  are  each  of  ns  gradnated. 
And  by  a  late  regnlatlon  onr  names  will  appear  very  consplcnonsly  In  onr  Hneenm. 

I  write  tbls  In  haste,  and  remain,  with  every  wish  friendship  can  dictate  tor  the 
happiness  of  yon  and  all  yonr  extensive  connections,  dear  sir,  yont  affectionate 
Friend  and  brother, 

CAI.KB  EVAM. 

This  donation  ^consisting  of  Walton's  Biblia  Sacra  Polyglotta  with 
CastelFs  Lexicon,  in  8  vols,  folio ;  Bayle's  Dictionary,  5  vols,  folio  ; 

ipreeiflent  MamiingforDishedlor  the Provldenee  Oiuettetia  Julyietb, three dafi after  Qorar- 
aoT  Hopkins's  decease,  a  most  Interesting  and  appreciatlTe  sketch  of  his  "partlcnlsr  friend." 
He  sMTlbntee  to  him  "  a  perfect  scqnainianoe  with  the  history  of  mankind,  the  poUtlcs  of  the 
ciTlUied  world,  tbo  prlDclples  sod  iTitemeof  Um,  and  the  profound  art  of  gOTemlngllie  hearts, 
H  well  as  the  persona  of  men."  He  describes  blm  u  "a  father  of  the  people,  and  the  sacred 
gnardian  ot  tbeli  rights,  llbeniea,  and  prlTllegee,"  The  accoaat  of  hU  fansTsl  mentions  "  a  pro- 
dlglons  concoarie  ot  respectable  cltliens."  The  first  extended  acconnt  of  Hopkins  appeared  tn 
Sandoraon's  "  Biography  of  Che  Signers  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence."  Tlila  acoonnt  Is 
based  mainly  on  materials  furnished  by  Hoses  Btotd.  Innumerable  blogiaphlee  luTe  since 
sppeared  In  ■"'c***"— ,  encydopKdlas,  and  dlctlomu'les.  Tbe  most  recent  and  the  most  com- 
plete ud  exbanstlie  biography  Is  entitled,  "  Stephen  Hopkins,  a  Bhode  Island  Btstceman."  By 
WOliamE.  Foster.    Two  parte  Id  I  to).,  small   '        ~       "  "' 
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Chambera's  Cyclopffidia,  2  vols,  folio ;  Beveial  Fftthers  of  the  churcli,  and 
standard  works  in  Bcience,  history,  and  literature  —  was  received  early 
the  following  year.  Such  evidences  of  kind  feeling  on  ihe  part  of  tiiow 
with  whom  this  country  bad  so  recently  been  at  war,  must  have  been 
highly  gratifying  at  the  time,  as  they  most  certainly  are  even  at  the 
present  day.  "iniis  society  was  founded  in  tiie  year  1780,  in  aid  of  the 
Baptist  Academy  at  Bristol,  "  to  the  end  that  dissenting  congregations, 
especially  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  in  any  part  of  the  British  domin- 
ions, may  be  more  effectually  supplied  with  a  succession  of  aUe  and 
evangelical  ministeis."  The  society  has  been  eminently  useful.  It  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  a  very  valuable  library,  containing  the  collec- 
tion of  books,  paintings,  etc.,  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  Gifford,  for  many 
years  snb-librarian  of  the  British  Museum,  and  the  libmiy  of  Thomas 
Llewelyn,  LL.  D. 

PKOTiDEHca,  Sept.  9,  ITBS. 
To  iH>  HoiroiMBi.a  David  Howbli., 

MiKBBB  or  CoxoxBU  Im  Nkw  Touc; 

Bre:  —  At  the  umtul  meeting  of  the  Corporatioii  yeaterdAy,  we  were  app<^t«d  ■ 
committee  to  addroaa  yon,  Id  tbett  name,  on  the  snbjeot  of  thelc  petition  to  Congrcu  far 
an  allowance  for  rents,  and  tor  damages  done  the  Bdlflce  whllo  oocnpled  by  the  pobUc, 
which  Is  so  Jnstly  dae  to  them ;  and  to  request  yon  to  exert  youraeU  to  bring  that  bari- 
nsM  to  an  issne  as  Bp«edlly  and  favorably  aa  possible  before  yon  leave  Congress;  more 
eapeclally  as  thay  expect  to  have  no  member  to  snooeed  yon  who  will  have  it  in  hit 
power  or  in  his  Inclination  to  serve  the  Interests  of  the  College  «qiul  to  its  Secn- 
taiy. 

It  ia  Imagined  that  yonr  Intimacy  and  Interest  with  the  committee  appointed  to  npoit 
on  onr  petition,  will  enable  yon,  before  the  report  Is  made,  to  discover  what  will  be  ths 
tenor  of  it.  Of  thia  advantage  we  wieh  yon  to  avail  yourself;  and  should  It  wear  aa 
antavorable  aspect,  prevent  Its  being  made.  Sncha  report  might  preclnde  ns  from  ever 
obtaining  any  allowance  from  onr  own  Legislatnre ;  bntlf  the  petition  is  either  pend- 
ing before  Congress,  or  the  prayer  of  It  rejected  by  them,  onr  prospeots  of  aaslstauce  and 
relief  from  this  quarter  will  be  very  nnpromlslng,  however  tliey  might  prove  otb■^ 

You  may  rely  that  this  is,  by  yonr  beat  fctenda  hers,  ooniidered  as  a  matter  at  bd 
small  importanoe ;  and  they  believe  that  yonr  Interest  in  Oongresa  can  even  obtain  tk* 
prayer  of  onr  petition,  U  It  Is  In  any  wise  praotiaable ;  and  they  also  think  that  it  will 
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b«  no  inconsiderable  fK)«««8ion(o  that  Tlofa  harveat  of  honor  vliioh,aaa  delegate  of  tbla 

State,  you  Iiave  already  reaped.    With  Bentlmenta  ot  esteem,  we  anbacTlbe  ourselvea, 

Tour  triands  and  fellow-«itizeas, 

JXHBS  MAimiita,   ^ 

JOBif  Browm,         >  Commutes. 

Bkos  HrrcBcocK, ) 

On  Saturday,  December  8,  of  this  year,  the  Hon.  Joseph  BroTm, 
LL.  D.,  of  whose  sickness  Manning  in  his  correspondence  makes  men- 
tion, died  at  his  house,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age.  "His 
funeral,"  says  his  obituary,  "was  attended  by  a  numerous  train  of 
mourning  relatives,  and  the  most  respectable  inhabitante  of  the  town, 
and  a  discourse  suitable  to  the  occasion  was  deUvered  by  Dr.  Manning. 
.  .  .  The  Faculty  and  students  joined  the  procession  as  mourners, 
and  felt  the  loss  of  a  Maecenas."  His  character  and  life  we  have 
already  given  in  our  sketches  of  the  Brown  family.  (Manning  and 
Brown  University,  pp.  162-6.) 

We  close  this  chapter  with  a  correspondence  between  Manning  and 
John  Gill,  a  goldsmith  of  London.  It  relates  principally  to  the  publi- 
cations  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Gill,'  and  will  on  this  account  be  found 
interesting.  The  last  letter  contains  a  pleasant  biblic^raphical  "mor- 
ceao,"  relating  to  Backus's  Ekiclesiastioal  History. 

1  Tldi  dMIagiUsbeil  BaptiM  dlrlne  died  at  big  booie  M  CambenraU,  Oet.  14,  im,  In  the  MTenty- 
tttb  yaai  oC  bli  age.  He  na  panar  of  Che  Baptist  ohoroh  and  oongngMlon  at  Horuljdown, 
Smitbwaik,  neac  London,  for  flfty-one  jtxn.  The  following  is  a  list  of  hi*  pubUehed  wiltlnci,  all 
of  Ktiiob  are  to  be  found  in  the  Libru7af  tbe  Unirarait;,  baring  bean  baqoealhad  to  the  College  bj 
(be  author  (see  Cbtji,  IT.  p.  laO):  <1.)  Ancient  Mode  of  Baptidng  by  Inuneralon  maintained.  Bro. 
LOBdon,  ITW.  (2.)  Defenae  of  Ancient  Mods  of  Baptizing  by  Immenlon.  Bro.  London,  173T.  (3.) 
KKpoalUon  of  Solomon's  Song.  Folio.  London,  IT38.  A  foortb  edition  of  this  work  waa  pnbiisbed 
In  UDC,  in  two  octavo  Tolnmaa.  (1.)  Fropbecies  reapectlng  the  Xeulah  fuUUled  in  Jesoa.  8 
Lcmdon,  ITS.  (G.)  The  Came  of  Ood  and  'nuth  (in  answer  to  Dr.  Wbltby  on  the  Five  Points). 
riAa,  Sto.  London,  lT3S-«.  A  llfth  edition  waa  pabllahed  in  1838,  in  one  ootaTo  volnme.  i 
Bipodtlon  of  tbe  New  Testament.  3  Tola.,  folio.  London,  ITW-S.  (T.)  Exposition  of  the  Old  Tea- 
taneut,  8  Tola.,  folio.  London,  1748-83.  A  new  edition  of  both  Teetamenta,  with  a  memoir  by 
Dr,  Bippon,  and  a  portrait,  waa  pabllahed  in  1818,  la  nlneTOlomea  qoarto.  Vol.  I.  of  another  edl- 
tk>u  was  pnbUahed  in  US2,  In  royal  octavo,  and  the  Old  Testament  waa  pabllshed  by  CoUIngrldge, 
Sf  London,  in  IBM,  In  alx  royal  ootaro  volumea.  (8.)  Anti-Pedo-baptiam.  Bra.  London,  1TB3.  (9.] 
'nte  Argnment  from  Apostolical  Tradition  in  favor  of  Infant-Baptism  considered.  The  third  edl- 
tlun  of  this  was  published  In  17HI,  in  ocUTO.  (10.)  Dliaertatiou  on  the  Antiquity  of  the  Hebrew 
lanpisge.  Letters,  etc.  8to.  London,  17BT.  {11.}  A  Body  of  Doctrinal  and  Practical  DiTinlly. 
>  T(da,  Mo.  London,  1T88-70.  This  has  gone  throngh  sSTeral  editions,  the  latest  of  which  waa  pnb- 
UtiMd  in  UW,  in  two  volnmea  octaro.   (11.)  Sermons  and  Tracts,  with  memoirs  of  the  a 


,,Google 


BROWN  UNITEBSITT 
To  pRKSiDKire  UAtrttno. 


IiOMiMn,  March  13, 1T84. 


I  take  the  liberty  to  intonn  yon  ot  tbe  death  of  Hr.  George  Keith,<  booksellei  in 
London.  He  died  Deo.  4, 1782,  and  left  me  his  sole  execatot.  I  find  by  his  books  thtt 
yoa  stand  indebted  to  his  estate  £3  9s.  9d.,  whlob  I  doabt  not  yon  will  honorably  dii- 
charge.  At  the  same  time,  I  beg  leave  to  acqnidnt  yoa  that  I  have  several  seta  ot  Di. 
OlU's  Nev  Testament,  five  volumes  qaarto,  at  £3  IBs.  each  set,  In  boards.  Accordiiig 
to  the  pioposals  at  first  delivered  out,  anbuorlbers  tor  six  eeU  to  have  a  seventh,  I  am 
willing  to  dispose  of  them  on  these  terms,  oi.  If  a  leu  nnmber  Is  wanted,  will  allow 
twenty  per  cent,  on  delivery,  payable  by  a  merchant  or  trader  in  London.  There  Is  alio 
the  Old  Testament  in  quarto,  begun  by  Hr.  Keith,  but  I  cannot  get  any  bookseller  in 
London  to  complete  It.  It  begins  with  Genesis  and  ends  with  the  13Sd  Psalm,  in  lii 
volumes.  These  I  have  to  dispose  of  at  £1  16s.  The  subscription  price  was  £4  Ids.,  oi 
IDs.  each  volume.  Also  some  few  sets  of  the  Doctor's  tracts,  collected  together  and 
printed  in  three  volumes  quarto,  with  memoirs  of  his  life,  at  £1  IBs.,  or  lb.  eaoh  vol- 
ume. Also  his  Cause  ot  Ood  and  Truth,  and  his  Exposition  of  Solomon's  Song,  at  13>. 
eaoh  volume,  all  printed  on  the  same  size  and  paper  as  the  New  Testament.  As  I  iri«h 
to  promote  the  sale  of  the  Doctor's  works  in  Amerloa,  on  that  account  I  have  charged 
them  at  •  low  price,  when  the  discount  proposed  is  considered.  A  line  directed  tot  me 
to  be  left  at  Hr.  Ash's,  bookseller.  No.  IS  Little  Tower  Street,  will  be  conveyed  to  me. 
I  am,  reverend  sir,  with  all  due  respect, 

Toar  hnmhle  servant. 

JOHX  QlLI.. 

XAJnrma'B  Rbplt. 

PsoviDRifCB,  Jnly  9,  ITM. 
Sib:  —-Yours  ot  March  13  reached  me  the  last  month.  I  had  before  beard  ot  tiu 
death  ot  Hr.  George  Eelth,  and  sympathize  with  yon  and  the  family  In  the  loaa,  I  had 
no  knowledge  ot  a  balance  due  to  him  tlU  I  reoeived  your  letter,  as  I  had  many  years 
ago  given  orders  to  a  trlend  ot  mine,  whom  I  have  not  since  seen,  to  pay  the  balance.  It 
any  remained  due.    By  this  conveyance  goes  «  letter  from  Hr.  Backus  to  Mr.  Henry 

StoIi.Uo.  London,  1TT3.  A  new  edition  ot  O-ill's  Sermons,  In  three  volumes  octan,  huappeand. 
In  addition  to  the  list  here  glT«ii,  I>r.  GUI  published  many  aooulanil  ssnnans  and  tracts  an  Bv 
tUm,  most  or  whtDh  are  In  the  Oollege  Library. 

"It  any  man,"  says  the  Bav.  Angus tus  ToplMlr,of  the  Eplsoopal  Church,  "can  b«iappo«d  to 
baTetradtbe  wholecircleof  bomuilearDlnK,  it  wu  Dr.  GilL  While  tmerellglan  and  lonnd  iMia- 
ing  have  a  iluglG  Iriend  In  tlie  British  empire,  the  woriaaud  name  of  Dr.  Qiii  will  be  pnciooi  ud 
revered.    .    .    .    with  a  solidity  of  jodgmont  and  irltti  an  sautenosi  of  dr 


>  Mr.  Keith  was  a  brotlier-In-law  of  tlie  wrltsr,  having  married  his  sister  Karj,  danglitsr  of  tba 
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Kane,  oxaontortoHr.  WklUiiitopajroathBaiunof  £2  9b.  9d.  on  my  account,  u  be  h»d 
maoe;  In  Mr.  Wallin'i  handj.  If  fon  will  plsaae  call  on  him  he  will  doabtleu  dt»- 
charge  the  debt.  Ot  this  pleam  to  adviBe  me  by  the  first  opportnnity.  I  shall  be 
extremely  eorrr  If  the  edition  of  Dr.  Olll's  Bible  in  qoarto  cannot  be  completed,  ae  I 
had  sold  my  former  let.  In  fall  confidence  that  I  should  soon  be  able  to  replace  mine 
from  this  edition.  Othen  here  wish  to  pnicliasB,  bat  they  also  wish  to  have  the  work 
complete.  Tbey  etpeoially  wish  tor  hie  Ezpoeltlou  of  the  Prophets.  Would  it  not  be 
better  for  yonr  family  to  complete  the  work,  than  to  lose  In  a  great  measure  the  sale  of 
what  Is  already  done,  and  deprive  the  world  of  each  a  valuable  treasare?  I  have  On 
hand  some  of  all  the  rest  of  his  works  yoa  mention;  beaideB,at  present  It  is  extremely 
dilBcnlt  to  make  remittances  to  Bngland,  as  the  mercantile  affairs  of  the  coantry  have 
been  so  long  and  so  greatly  deranged ;  to  which  I  may  add  the  great  inattention,  In  gen- 
eral, to  the  reading  of  books  on  religions  sabjects,  —  the  nataral  oonseqaence,  perhaps, 
of  such  a  kind  of  war  as  that  in  which  we  have  been  involved.  This,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  soon  altar  forthe  better,  whan  I  shall  watch  everyopportnnityof  making  Dr.  Oill's 
woikj  as  mach  known  as  possible.  This  I  have  hitherto  ever  had  in  view,  and  It  waa 
no  Inoonelderable  motive  in  parting  with  his  Exposition,  above  mentioned.  T  waa 
lately  desired  to  Inqaire  whether  those  editions  complete  could  be  obtained  in  Eng- 
land, by  a  gentleman  who  wishes  to  purchase  tham.  The  state  of  religion  amongst  oar 
denomination  in  Amarica  appears  rather  on  the  gaining  hand,  ae  there  arc  revivals  in 
many  of  the  ohnrches.  Tha  College,  too,  although  greatly  Injuied  by  the  war,  promises 
soon  to  regain  Ite  former  state.  The  government  of  It,  through  the  smallness  of  its 
hands  and  the  great  repairs  necessary.  And  themselves  amadngly  embarrassed,  and 
eonseqnently  wish  tor  every  assistance  from  the  friends  of  the  Inatitntion,  from  every 
quarter.    I  am,  ait, 

Yonr  friend  and  servant, 

Jahbs  HAinnvo. 

To  nuHDRTT  Haxvivo. 

Lonwx,  Oct.  U,  1T84. 
Sis:  — I  received  yonra  in  the  month  of  Angnst  last.  Have  applied  to  Hr.  Kane, 
Ht.  WalUn's  executor,  who  Informs  ma  that  he  has  no  money  in  hand  tor  Ur.  Backna. 
Mi.  Backns  sent  seventy  copies  of  his  History  of  the  Baptists,  which  never  cama  to  the 
late  Ur.  WaUin.  Mr.  Kane  intends  to  acquaint  Mr.  Baokns  of  hla  dUappolntment.  I 
am  mneh  obliged  to  yon,  elr,  tor  the  great  regard  and  kind  Intentions  expreasad  In  your 
letter  of  promoting  the  sale  o(  Dr.  OiU's  works  among  yonr  friends.  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  tha  qnarto  edition  of  tha  Old  Testament  will  be  completed. 
It  Is  now  In  the  press,  and  will  be  finished  with  all  convenient  speed.  What  was  con- 
tained in  my  former  letter  is  now  set  aside,  not  having  any  of  the  Old  Testament  to  sell 
at  the  price  therein  mentioned.    What  I  have  will  now  be  wanted  to  complete  sets.    I 
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can  supply  j<m  vltb  a  Bet  of  the  folio  ediUon  at  ten  golneu,  and  also  »  sat  ot  th* 
Prophets  at  two  gnlneas.  I  «haU  be  glad  to  hear  that  religion  la  In  a  flourishing  atiM 
among  yon,  that  the  ohnrchea  ol  Christ  are  laoreaslng,  and  that  yon,  air,  may  again  ttt 
that  Seminary  of  learning  over  which  yOD  have  the  honor  to  preside  retrieve  Its  loimit 
state,  and  be  attended  with  all  the  anocess  and  oseluliieas  deelnble.  I  am,  tit,  with 
great  esteem, 

Torn  obliged,  humble  serrant, 

JoHX  Gill. 

MAsnma't  Kbtli. 

PaOTiBrao,  July  34,  J78B. 
DuK  8ik: 

Yonrs  of  Oct.  U,  ITU,  came  to  band  in  Uay,  aince  which  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  sending  yoa  an  answer.  Soon  after  the  reception  of  it  I  saw  Mr.  Backus,  who  hsd 
recelred  the  Information  you  mention  respecting  his  books,  but  informed  me  tliat  he 
expected  still  to  obtain  them,  by  getting  information  of  the  captain  who  carried  them; 
but  should  he  be  disappointed  in  his  expectations,  he  had  sent  a  considerable  number 
of  the  second  volume  of  his  History,  from  the  net  proceeds  of  which  he  bad  ordered 
yon  paid,  so  that  I  expect,  by  or  before  the  arrival  of  this,  your  money  will  be  ready 
for  yon.  He  engaged  to  write  you  that  you  might  know  on  whom  to  call.  I  am  sony 
for  the  disappointment,  bnt  hope  your  money  la  sate.  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the 
Dootoi's  Old  Testament  is  to  be  completed,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  what  UtII* 
influence  T  possess  shall  be  employed  In  the  sale  of  his  works.  Bnt  snoh  at  present  is 
the  aearclty  of  money,  and  dllBoulty  of  making  remittances  to  Great  Britain,  by  tbs 
high  price  of  bills,  that  business  Is  almost  entirely  stagnated.  We  hope,  however,  fOr 
better  times.  I  thank  you  tor  yonr  kind  expressions  of  regard  for  the  Collqpwtth 
which  I  am  connected.  Great  Indeed  have  been  the  damages  which  It  sustained  by 
the  war,  for  which  hitherto  we  have  received  no  compensation ;  nor  are  our  proipeds 
ot  it  in  the  future  very  flattering.  The  InatiniClon,  under  all  ita  diaadvant^^,  begins 
to  flourish,  and  the  number  of  students  Inoteasea  aa  fast  as  migbt  be  reasonsUy 
expected.  Beligion,  too,  begins  amongst  ua  to  hold  np  Its  head.  In  aeveral  parts  there 
are  great  revivals,  some  account  of  which  I  have  mentioned  to  ICi.  Rippon  in  a  letter  ol 
thia  date.  Sboald  my  expectations  of  discharging  tliat  balance,  throogh  Ifi.  Bsckns, 
be  again  disappointed,  upon  advice  from  you  I  will  take  meaanrea  which  will  prove 
etfeetual  to  accomplish  It.  With  aentlmenta  ot  esteem,  I  am,  air, 
Tom  bumble  servant. 
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To  PuniDKXT  Uunmia. 

iMWDOn,  Much  28, 1786. 
Bbtkbimii  Sm: 

A  letter  of  7oara,  dkted  Jnly  34, 1T86,  waa  not  received  ^iy  me  until  about  the  middle 
of  December.  I  Bhonld  be  gUd  when  favored  with  another  letter  from  yoa,  to  be 
informed  b7  whom  It  was  conTeyed  to  me,  aa  do  name  wu  mentioned  to  whom  I  might 
apply  for  the  email  aam  yon  expected  to  be  paid  me  by  some  person  In  London.  I  am 
anrpriaed  to  And  Mr.  Backtu  has  not  heard  what  became  of  the  first  volume  of  bis 
Hinory  of  the  Baptists.  Last  summer  a  Mr.  Thomas  saw  a  sheet  of  his  History  brought 
into  a  house  where  he  was,  wrapped  around  a  pound  of  cheese  or  batter.  Mr.  Thomas 
went  Immediately  and  purchased  all  the  paper  relating  to  that  History  the  cheese- 
monger had ;  since  which  I  am  informed  he  has  received  the  second  volume,  and  now 
makes  complete  sets.  Whether  this  Is  done  for  his  own  emolument,  or  whether  he 
Intends  it  for  Mr.  Baokus's  advantage,  I  cannot  tell.  Honor  and  Jostioe  seem  to  decide 
it  In  favor  of  Mr.  Backus.  But  a*  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Thomas,  I  can  say 
no  farther  about  it. 

I  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  the  printer  who  bad  engaged  to  finish  the  Exposition 
has  tailed  and  left  London.  There  is  now  no  hope  of  its  being  completed.  The  six 
volumes  of  the  Old  Testament,  reaching  as  far  as  the  lS2d  Fsalm,  may  now  be  had  at 
£1  16b.,  which  I  think  was  mentioned  to  yon  in  a  former  letter.  If  your  friends  choose 
to  have  any  of  them  sent,  shall  allow  you  twenty  per  cent,  for  yonr  trouble.  I  remain, 
•ir,  with  all  doe  raapeot, 

Tonr  humble  servant, 

JOHx  Qua. 

On  the  back  of  this  letter  Mr.  Manning  has  written  "answered." 
Of  the  reply,  however,  no  copy  haa  come  to  oar  knowledge. 
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1TM-1T88. 


Uannlng  h  •  patriot  Btsteamui  —  Appointed  a  member  of  CongreM^  Account  of  tlUi 
event,  hj  Hon.  Ashei  Bobbins  —  Bev.  Dr.  Peres  Fobea  ^pointed  to  take  cliaige  of 
the  College  tn  Manning's  absence  —  Letter  to  hie  brother,  Jeremlab  Muming  —  hat- 
ter  toBev.  Dr.  Bippon,  giving  his  reaeona  f or  entwlng  apon  political  life  — Intcrem 
of  the  College  paramount  to  all  othert  — Manning's  deacription  of  a  miniBter  such  m 
he  might  Irish  to  aucceed  him  tn  tbe  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  chnrch-' letter  from 
Nicholas  Blown  to  Bev.  Dr.  Smith,  respecting  Manning  and  a  proposed  vacancy  in  th* 
pastorate  of  the  chnrch  —  Letter  to  Bev.  Dr.  Bvans  —  Letter  to  Bev.  Abraham  Bootk 
—  Bev.  Dr.  William  Gordon,  ol  London,  author  of  a  htstor?  of  the  American  war  — 
Letter  to  him  — Letter  to  Bev.  Dr.  Smith,  giving  an  acoonnt  of  hie  poeltton  is  a 
member  of  Congress  —  Letter  from  Dr.  Drowne  to  Manning  In  Congress  — Letter 
to  Governor  Collins  —  Letter  to  hie  colleague,  Oen.  Nathan  Miller,  giving  an  srawaul 
of  bis  own  embarrassed  condition  from  the  want  of  funds,  and  urging  him  to  laka 
his  seat  as  a  delegate  —  Second  letter  to  Mr.  MlUet^Letter  to  Manning  from  Dr. 
Gordon- Public  exercises  of  Commencement  resnmed  —  Sketch  of  Hon.  Nicholas 
Brown  -Extract  from  a  letter  Ulnstratlng  the  dilKcnltiee  ag^nst  which  the  College 
at  this  time  bad  to  contend  —  Letter  to  Bev.  Dr.  Smith —  Severe  reflections  on  the 
General  Assembly  of  Bhode  Island  —  Trying  period  in  Manning's  life — CommeDCS- 
ment  of  1787  — Sketch  of  Hon.  Samuel  Sddy  — Biographical  sketch  of  Bev.  Dr.  Jons- 
tbanMaxcy  — Confederation  — Federalists  and  AntI- Federalists- Manning's  InSn- 
ence  in  favor  of  the  "  New  Constitution" — Attends  the  Convention  in  Massachosettt 
tor  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  —  Anecdote  respecting  him  —  Letter  to  Bev. 
Dr.  Smith  alluding  to  his  attendance  upon  tbe  debates  of  the  Convention -~ Bitter 
hostility  of  tbe  Anti-Federal Ista  to  the  new  Constitution  —  Almost  a  civil  conSiet 
on  the  occasion  of  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  In  Providence  —  Letter  from  Bev. 
Dr.  RIppon—LettertoBev.  Thomas  Ustlck- Letter  to  Bev.  Dr.  Smith- Biographi- 
cal sketchofBev.Dr.  Asa  Messer— Commencement  of  1T88— Sketch  ol  Hon.  Jamts 
Burrill- Letter  from  Bev.  Morgan  Edwards- Letter  from  Bev.  Dr.  Kvana  — Letter 
to  Bev.  Dr.  Smith  —  £arly  schools  of  Providence  —  Manning's  efforts  In  behalf  of 
popular  education. 

Db.  Manning  is  now  to  be  exhibited  in  anew  chiiracter  and  in  new 
relations.  Hitherto,  says  Prof.  Goddard,  we  have  seen  him  ministering 
at  tbe  altar,  or  dispensing  the  oracles  of  wisdom  amid  the  shades  of  the 
academy.    We  are  oiow  to  note  his  career  aa  a  patriot  statesman. 

The  articles  of  confederation  adopted  by  the  United  States  in  1781, 
proved,  as  ia  well  known,  utterly  inadequate  to  tbe  purposes  of  govera- 
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meut.  Commercial  embaiTassmente  multiplied ;  the  public  credit  was 
impaired ;  and  the  threat  intereste  of  the  nation,  nay  even  the  whole 
political  fabric,  was  threatened  with  destruction.  At  this  crisis  of 
depression  and  alarm,  Dr.  Manning  was,  by  a  tmanimous  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly,  appointed,  at  its  March  session  in  1786,  to  rep- 
resent Abode  Island  in  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation.  The  story  of 
this  interesting  event  in  his  life  is  thus  told  by  tbe  Hon.  Asber  Robins, 
in  a  letter  to  Prof.  Goddard,  which  we  find  in  his  memoir  of  Manning. 

Thoagh  he  had  other  meilta  and  ample  tot  tbls  appointment  o(  delegate,  I  have  so 
donl9t  tbe  digaltraod  grace  for  which  be  vai  eo  remaikable  smoothed  thewa;  toit.  It 
tock  place  In  thla  wise :  There  was  avaoancy  in  the  delegation,  and  theOeneral  Auem- 
bl}-,vboweie  to  fill  it,  were  sitting  In  Ptovideace.  Ko  one  iuparticnlar  bad  been  pio- 
poeed  or  talked  of.  One  afternoon  Dt.  Manning  went  to  the  State  Honse,  to  look  in 
npon  the  Assembl;  and  Bee  what  waa  doing.  Hia  motive  was  CDrlosity  merely.  On  his 
appearance  there,  he  waa  introduced  on  the  floor,  and  accommodated  with  a  seat. 
Shortly  after.  Commodore  Hopkins,  who  was  then  a  member,  rose  and  nominated 
Preaident  Manning  as  a  delegate  to  Congress,  and  thereupon  he  waa  appointed,  and, 
according  to  m;  recollection,  nnauimonsly.  J  recollect  to  Im-ve  heard  Commodore  Hop- 
kins say  (it  waa  at  the  house  of  liia  brother,  Qovemor  Hopkins,  where  I  shortly  alter 
met  with  him)  that  the  Idea  never  entered  hia  head  till  he  saw  the  Pteeldent  enter  and 
take  his  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  Aaaembly ;  and  the  thought  Immediately  struck  him  that 
he  would  make  a  very  fit  member  for  that  angast  body,  the  Continental  Congresa. 

Congress  nnder  the  old  confederation  aat,  as  you  know,  In  conclave;  no  report  of 
their  debatea  was  pnbliahed.  How  far  Mr.  Manning  mingled  in  them,  therefore,  I  can- 
not aay.  I  recollect  his  apeaklng  of  one  in  which  he  participated  {the  aubject  I  have 
forgotten),  on  account  of  a  personal  oontroveray  to  which  It  gave  rise  between  him  and 
■  fiery  young  man,  a  delegate  from  Qeorgia  by  the  name,  as  I  think,  of  Houston.  This 
young  man  in  lili  speech  had  reflected  upon  New  England  and  her  people.  Mr. 
Manning  repelled  the  attack,  and  by  way  of  oflaet,  drew  a  picture  of  Georgia  and  her 
people.  This  ao  nettled  the  young  man  that  in  his  passion  he  threatened  personal  vio- 
lence- The  next  day  he  appeared  in  Congreas  wlthaswordby  bis  side.  Thla  produced, 
at  once,  a  sensation  In  that  body,  the  aymptoma  of  which  were  ao  alarming  that  he 
thought  proper  to  withdraw,  take  oft  his  aword,  and  send  it  home  by  his  servant.  In 
the  course  ot  the  day  he  took  an  opportunity  to  meet  with  Mr.  Manning,  and  to  make 
him  an  apology. 

He  muBt  have  given  himself  mnch  to  buaineas  then,  as  he  seemed  to  be  master  of  alt 
H 
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the  impoTtant  qnestions  which  hmd  been  debated,  and  could  give  the  argrmiBnts,  prv  ud 
con,  oSered  by  tbe  different  speakers. 

The  lamona  Dr.  Johnson,  of  Conneotlcnt,  was  a  ni«mber  at  tbs  game  time,  iriih 
whom  Mr.  Manning  b«came  Intimate,  and  of  whom  he  always  spoke  with  admimtian. 
The  Doctor  once  paid  him  the  compliment  of  holding  the  pen  ot  a  ready  writer,  vhicb 
Hr.  Manning  very  highly  valued  as  coming  from  inch  a  man.  It  was  upon  an  occa- 
sion of  drawing  up  a  report  for  a  committee,  of  which  both  were  members,  and  which 
report  the  Doctor  protesiod  to  be  much  pleased  with. 

Dr.  Manning  at  first  pleaded  his  connection  with  the  College  as  a 
sufficient  reason  for  declining  his  appointment ;  but  nutny  of  the  Cot- 
poTstion  wei^e  gentlemen  of  high  political  standing,  who,  regarding  ibe 
interests  of  the  Institution  as  iaTolved  in  the  character  and  reputation 
of  the  State  and  the  course  of  public  measures,  advised  him  to  take  his 
seat,  and  designate  a  suitable  person  to  preside  in  his  absence.  Accord- 
ingly, at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  and  Fellows  held  at  his 
house,  March  13,  his  request  for  absence  was  granted,  and  the  Rev. 
Perez  Fobea,  LL.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  and  society 
in  Kaynham,  Mass.,  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  InstituttoD 
from  June  1  to  September  1,  as  Vice-President.  Mr.  Pobes  was  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  College,  in  the  class  of  1762.  He  accepted  the 
appointment,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  place  with  fidelity  and 
good  success.  Shortly  afterwards,  it  may  be  added,  he  was  appointed 
Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy,  which  position  he  occupied  twelve 
years,  coming  in  from  Raynham  once  or  twice  a  week,  during  portions 
of  the  year,  to  deliver  lectures.  In  1T95  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Fellows  of  the  College. 

The  following  letter  to  his  brother,  Jeremiah  Manning,  Esq.,  ia 
Bonham  Town,  may  be  introduced  here:  — 

Pkotidknci,  April  19,  ITSS. 
Dkab  Bboth>k: 

This  will  probably  b«  handed  yon  by  cousin  Robert  Randolph,  who  sails  tliii  morn- 
ing for  New  York.  Tour  lon'i  lett«ra  and  bis  information,wtll  render  unnecessary  any 
partlealara  respecting  family  matters,  or  Indeed  any  other  Infonoatlon.  Tau  probably 
may  think  strange  of  my  appointment  to,  ot  at  least  my  acceptance  of,  a  seat  In  Con- 
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greaa,  Probabl?!  can  aatiBfy  7011  on  Ibis  head,  when  I  have  tlma  and  opportanity  to 
ooma  to  an  explanation  on  this  subject,  irUah  ma;  soon  oSei,  as  I  have  contemplated  a 
visit  to  New  Tork  before  long.  Snffloe  it  to  tell  70a  I  mean  not  to  assume,  for  any 
length  of  time,  the  political  character.  Thoogh  the  nnanlmons  suffrage  of  the  legis- 
lature called  me  t»  this  olfioe,  it  was  a  matter  to  me  most  unexpected,  as  it  had  been  hy 
me  or  my  friends  totally  aosolidted.  One  of  the  first  characters  in  the  Government 
strongly  solicited  me  to  accept  the  appointment  when  made;  yet  my  first  determina- 
tion was  to  decline  It.  After  reflections  reconciled  me  so  tar  to  it  as  to  conclude  to 
accept  It  till  next  November,  but  no  longer.  Accordingly  I  have  ntterly  interdicted 
the  mention  of  my  name  at  the  ensuing  election.  The  College  and  congregation  are,  I 
hope,  in  the  interim  well  provided  for.  Your  son  has  concluded  not  to  return  to  Jersey 
this  vacation,  as  he  wishes  to  pursue  bis  studies  with  attention,  and  prepare  the  Saln- 
tatory  Oration  for  Commencement,  to  which  he  is  appointed.  This  is  the  some  which 
was  assigned  his  nncle  in  1762  at  Princeton. 

My  nephew,  I  soppose,  has  Informed  you  what  articles,  if  they  can  be  procured 
more  easily  than  money,  will  suit  for  remittance,  especially  what  kind  ot  family  sup- 
plies will  be  moat  wanted.  I  expect  to  be  In  great  want  ot  cash  in  New  York,  as  I  tear 
Government  has  an  empty  chest;  hence  I  shall  be  able  to  advance  but  little  towards 
my  expenses  at  my  first  going.  This  will  necessitate  me  to  call  on  those  apon  whom  I 
have  demands  to  fnrnlsh  the  needful. 

With  every  wish  tot  yonrs,  and  your  family's  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  which 
fraternal  aSection  can  dictate, 

lam,  dearstr.yonr  unworthy  brother, 

Jamh  HAMima. 

The  following  letter  to  his  friend  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rippon,  gives 
the  reasons  more  especially  which  induced  Dr.  Manning  to  accept  this 
appointment,  and  also  his  views  in  regard  to  entering  the  political  arena. 
The  interests  of  the  College,  it  will  be  oheerved,  in  this  as  in  other 
matters,  were  uppermost  in  his  mind :  — 

pKovmuica,  April  T,  1786. 
Mt  Dbak  FBiEia>: 

Yours  of  June  23, 17SS,  cane  to  band  too  late  to  comply  with  year  request  relative  to 
Mr.  Dunscombe,  as  It  did  not  reach  me  till  November.  He  ts  on  my  list  for  the  honors 
of  the  College  next  Commenoement. 

Of  Hr  Booth's  merit  I  am  fully  consclons ;  but  what  apology  shall  I  make  to  him  for 
not  informing  blm  thatthedegreeof  Master  In  the  Arts  was  conferred  on  him  before  the 
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Uta  war,  and  that  lia  atanda  on  our  printed  oatalogne  gradnatad  in  lTT4f  Some  dlBcnl- 
ties  raapBcting  making  out  dlplomaa  tor  him  and  a  numbar  of  gentlemBD  in  England 
deUjred  It  till  tha  lata  codIusIoq  commanced,  whlcli  totally  deranged  the  aflalia  of  the 
Collaga.  and  effaced  tha  memory  of  It  till  of  late,  aipaclally  aa  oar  Secretary  had 
omitted  entering  the  graduations  on  the  records.  This  hot  lately  came  tomyknoirt- 
edge.  The  multiplicity  of  carea  which  divide  my  attention  aod  eugrosa  all  my  time, 
together  with  the  above,  ia  the  beatexcuaelcanmake.  By  Dr.  Gordon  I  now  send  bim 
this  feather,  as  a  token  of  our  respect  for  his  great  merit.  TUa,  with  a  letter  to  him. 
and  letters  and  diplomas  to  seyeral  other  gentlemen  graduated  before  the  war,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you,  and  beg  of  you  to  forward  tham  the  Srtt  good  convejanM. 
During  the  late  war  we  hare  been  ao  tremblingly  alive,  that  we  have  lately  started  np 
aa  from  a  dream.  01  thla  at  least  they  may  be  assured,  that  they  were  not  treated 
designedly  with  neglect. 

Pray,  don't  be  alarmed  should  yoa  bear  that  I  am  In  Congress.  The  motive  ot  m; 
accepting  this  moat  unezpect«d,Dn8ollclted,butnnanimons  appointment  of  the  State  to 
that  office,  was  the  recovery  ot  a  considerable  sum  due  to  the  College,  for  the  use  taken 
of  the  Edifloe,  and  the  damage  done  to  it  by  the  public  In  the  lata  war.  It  waa  thonght 
by  those  most  acquainted  with  the  state  of  our  application  to  that  honorable  body,  that 
mypreaence  would  facilitate  that  grant;  more  especially  aa  none  of  the  peraona  likely 
to  ba  elected  would  greatly  Intereat  themselves  In  that  buslneas.  Uy  appointment  ii 
only  from  our  late  seesion  till  next  November,  when  I  mean  to  relinquish  the  office, aa 
in  general  I  always  considered  politics  out  at  my  province.  Accordingly  I  have  Inter- 
dicted my  naute  being  mentioned  in  the  next  nominating.  Both  the  College  and  the 
congregation  are,  I  hope,  well  provided  for  during  my  absence.  The  latter  arenoir 
looking  out  for  a  minister.  I  ever  declined  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church  aa  quite 
Incompatible  with  my  engagements  to  the  College,  thongh  I  have  preached,  adminis- 
tered ordinances,  visited  the  alck,  attended  funerals,  etc.,  for  the  last  Bfteen  yean, 
without  aasistance.  Convinced  that  I  cannot  hold  that  place  with  advantage  to  tham 
and  hold  the  Presidency  of  the  College,  I  have  strongly  recommended  to  them  to  obtaii 
It  poaaible  a  miniatet,  and  they  are  now  looking  out  for  one.  But  there  is  little  prob- 
ability of  their  finding  the  man  soon  on  this  continent.  A  man  of  letters,  poIiteneM, 
strict  piety,  and  orthodoxy,  of  popular  talents,  possessed  of  a  good  share  of  hnrntn 
prudence,  and  no  bigot,  —  in  a  word,  a  truly  Christian  orator  is  the  man  they  want. 
Should  any  ol  oar  Engiiah  brethren  ot  this  description  incline  to  visit  America,  I  wish 
him  to  take  Providence  In  hia  way.  And  should  he  like  the  people,  and  the  people  him, 
I  believe  our  congregation  would  attord  him  an  honorable  support,  as  it  ia  large  asd 
composed  of  some  ot  the  most  wealthy  men  and  first  characters  In  the  State-  Pray, 
have  you  no  Mr.  Rippons,  Booths,  Bvanaea,  etc.,  to  spare  from  your  side  of  the  water? 
I  ahonld  for  one  be  very  happy  to  see  them  on  our  American  shores. 
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The  nnmlwr  ot  students  in  Coll«ge  la  about  flitr,  and  oar  prospect*  would  be  flatter- 
ing were  It  not  for  the  Bcaroitr  of  tnoney  In  thl«  oonntry,  whiah  emburauea  all  kinds 
of  buslneas.  A  fund  to  ednoate  piooa  yonth  of  our  denomination  ia  what  I  have  long 
wialied  tor,  but  have  not  jet  beon  able  to  accompliah.  SereTal  hopeful  youth  for  want 
of  this  are  dented  an  education,  who  promised  Mt  to  have  been  omamenta  to  the  min- 
istry. The  state  of  religion,  except  in  Boston,  Newport,  and  in  Vermont,  Is  not  veiy 
flouTlshing.    With  sentiments  ol  esteem,  I  am,  sir, 

Yonr  sssuTed  friend  and  homble  servftot, 

Jajms  ILkmaa. 

P.  S.— Some  drops  of  mercy  have,  I  tmst,  fallen  upon  Ftovidence.  Onr  common 
friend.  Dr.  Drowns,  cequested  me  to  mention  to  you  that  the  gentlemen  who  apprised 
the  loss  he  sustained  by  the  bad  package  ot  the  medicines  he  received  from  Hr.  Pine, 
are  noted  apothecaries,  and  men  to  be  trusted.  Such,  indeed,  I  esteem  them ;  and  have 
every  reason  to  think  the  Doctor  took  the  utmost  palna  to  render  the  lose  as  small  as 
possible.    Ib  Justice  I  think  myself  bound  to  aay  this. 

The  letter  herewith  enclosed  from  Hr.  Nathaniel  Dnmmer  is  from  one  of  my  partlc- 
nlar  friends.  His  wile  Is  a  member  ol  one  churuh,  and  truly  an  excellent  woman.  He 
applied  to  me  to  get  the  information  through  some  of  my  friends  In  England.  He 
feared  to  intrust  it  to  a  person  In  whom  I  could  not  place  the  highest  confidence,  as  he 
leared  he  might  not  get  the  best  Intotmatlon.  It  It  would  be  compatible  with  your 
business  to  procure  the  Information  requested,  soon,  and  transmit  to  me  directed  to 
New  York,  and  inform  me  what  the  expense  in,  I  will  engage  to  see  yon  paid  the 
expense  and  trouble  which  it  may  cost  yon,  over  and  above  thanking  yon  for  yonr  kind- 
ness. Aa  the  Information  of  Ooveroor  Dummer  Is  thought  worthy  to  be  relied  on 
Since  he  came  to  America  after  he  was  grown  up,  it  Is  thought  highly  probable  that  my 
friend  is  the  next  heir  to  the  estate.  Should  the  information  oolnolde  with  his  wishes, 
he  means  immediately  to  embark  for  England  to  attend  to  the  business.  Pray,  let  me 
hear  by  every  good  opportunity  ol  your  welfare.  With  every  wish  which  the  ainceteat 
friendship  can  dictate  for  your  temporal  and  eternal  felicity,  I  subscribe  myself. 
Tour  very  unworthy  fellow-servant  in  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

Jambs  HAintufo. 

"A  man  of  letters,  politeaess,  strict  piety,  and  orthodoxy,  of  popular 
talents,  possessed  of  a  good  abaie  of  huniaQ  prudence,  and  no  bigot ; 
in  a  word,  a  truly  Christian  orator," — such  is  Dr.  Manning's  brief  and 
expressive  description  of  a  minister  to  succeed  in  the  pastorate  of  the 
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Baptist  church  at  PrOTidence.     How  unconsciously  has  he  here  pre- 
sented his  own  character  as  a  preacher  and  pastor ! 

In  reference  to  Manning's  appointment  to  Congress  and  the  conse- 
quent vacancy  in  the  church,  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown  thus  writes  to  the 
Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  under  date  of  April  2,  1786 :  — 

Yon  will  perhaps  think  it  strange  to  ha&r  of  Hi.  Humlng'B  going  to  CongreM,  bat  I 
leaeiT*  glTlog  &  tnll  ftcconnt  of  tbls  msttei,  hoping  this  may  have  sonie  inflneDce  in 
IndnclDg  yo\x  to  come  at  the  time  proposad,  when  70U  will  hev  »11.  I  will  onl;  uy 
here,  that  u  the  College  incretues,  Hr.  Manning  n^ei,  and  with  reuon,  that  he  cannot 
posatbly  ttttend  to  the  datlea  ot  hath  Fieaident  and  paator,  and  that  the  chnnjh  hM 
inffered  toi  the  wont  of  time  on  hit  part  to  viilt,  etc.  He  baa  therefore  recommendBd 
to  the  church  and  Boolety  to  lookup  a  suitable  person  as  fals  soccesaor,  and  as  the  Colltfs 
lands  are  not  ot  thenuelTos,  in  their  present  state,  safflcient  tor  his  snppoit,  he  goei  to 
Congrus  to  get  what  Is  dne  for  rents,  damages,  etc.,  daring  the  war The  commit- 
tee before  mentioned  are  not  only  to  obtain  sapplles  In  hla  abeence,  bnt  to  look  np  a  suit- 
able peraon  to  take  charge  ot  the  church  as  a  pastor.  Tou  knew  he  must  be  a  man  of 
learning,  and  pmdently  popular.  The  sootety  will  engage  aach  an  one  a  genteel  llTing, 
etc.  Tonr  advice,  my  dearfrlend.  It  nothing  more,  is  absolutely  necessary  at  tlUe  jnno- 
tnre.  Ho  one,  let  me  add,  will  be  more  acceptable,  on  <^l  ooeounfs,  than  joorselt,  sa  a 
candidate  tor  this  Important  place. 

The  following  letter  to  the  Rev.  Br.  Caleb  Evans  ia  very  similar  to 

the  one  to  Dr.  Rippon,  and  bears  the  same  date.     We  give  it,  however, 

as  a  part  of  Manning's  correspondence,  omitting  a  portion  to  avoid 

needless  repetition. 

Pkotidrmcb,  April  T,  17SS. 
DkasBib: 

Some  time  in  NoTembet  last  I  received  your  moat  acceptable  lavor  ot  Sept.  9th,  tor- 
warded  by  Mr.  Waldo.  I  am  happy  to  bear  that  your  Education  Society,  at  their  meet- 
ing in  August  last,  empowered  you  to  send  sach  valuable  books  as  they  have  to  dlapoae 
of  to  onr  College.  As  you  Intended  sending  them  by  an  early  opportnnity,  and  as  t 
have  heard  nothing  on  tha  subject  since,  I  fear  they  may  have  fallen  into  bad  hands,  (v 
have  been  lost  ataea.    This  Indocea  me  to  write  now  that  you  may  know  they  have  not 

If  spared  to  see  another  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  at  which  only  we  have 
ever  conferred  degrees,  we  shall  remember  your  worthy  eolleagne,  the  Kev.  JamM 
Newton,  and  confer  on  him  the  degree  ot  Haater  in  the  Arta.    Yoni  recomnendatiMi 
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of  anr  gentUman  tor  tbe  honora  of  tbe  College  will  tdnvfe  meet  with  particnlar 
•ttentlon. 

Tbe  College  consisti  of  upwards  of  lUt;  memben,  and  would  flonriBh  greatly  were 
It  not  tor  the  scarcity  □!  money  in  this  coantcy,  wMoh  exceeds  description.  Tliis  scar- 
city peculiarly  affects  ns.  Tlie  appropriktiou  of  the  Edifice  to  pnb He  nses  dnring  the  war 
was  productive  of  great  damage  to  it,  for  reparatiOD  of  which,  as  well  as  tor  the  rents, 
the  CotporatloD  sent  me  last  year  to  Congress,  with  the  state  of  our  accounts  and 
«l^m8  and  sufficient  Touchers.  We  obtained  a  hearing  before  aoommittee  appointed  to 
report  on  the  subject  of  the  petition,  and  obtained  a  taTotsble  report,  but  lost  it  before 
Congress  when  the  report  was  acted  upon.  Our  late  Professor  Howell  wm  then  a  mem- 
ber, and  had  great  influence ;  but  as  he  had  efleotnally  opposed  some  continental  mea*- 
nres,  he  thinks  the  qnestion  was  lost  by  that  means,  together  with  the  small  nnrabei  of 
the  states  represented  on  the  floor.  By  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  he  is  not  again 
oUgible  tor  three  years;  nor  could  wo  find  any  man,  probably,  to  be  chosen,  who  would 
deeply  interest  himself  for  tbe  College.  This  Induced  me,  at  his  earnest  importunity, 
together  with  his  giving  the  greatest  encoarageaient  that  a  grant  might  be  obtained,  to 
socept  the  unanimotu  appointment  of  onr  L^slature,  at  their  late  session,  as  their  first 
delegate  in  Congress  till  next  November,— an  appointment  to  me  most  unexpected,  as  I 
bad  considered  polices  out  of  my  province,  and  on  that  account  had  declined  a  former 
nomination  to  that  office.  The  Interests  of  the  College  Uy  near  my  heart,  and  the  neces- 
sities of  it  call  aloud  for  the  exertions  of  all  its  friends.  I  thought  proper  to  give  you 
these  hints,  lest  upon  hearing  of  my  being  In  Congress  you  might  think  I  meant  to 
•ssnme  tbe  political  character  { than  which,  In  general,  notblngis  more  remote  from  my 
Intentions,  notwitlistandlng  the  great  Importunity  of  many  of  the  Legislature  for  me  to 
conUune  in  tbe  office.  I  hope  tbe  College  and  congregaUon  will  be  well  provided  for 
daring  myabeence,  andldonot  doubt  it  from  the  arrangements  made. 

The  state  of  religion  in  this  country  at  present  is  low  i  yet  onr  churches  in  Boston 
and  Newport  the  last  winter  and  this  spring  ate  mercifully  visited,  and  some  drops  of 
mercy  tuive,  I  trust,  fallen  upon  Providence.  "With  every  wish  for  your  happiness,  I 
remain,  dear  sir, 

Tours,  etc., 

Jaxks  Uunnxo. 

To  IE!  Biv.  Abkasam  Booth. 

PkonsKMCK,  Bhoob  Iblahd,  April  T,  1786. 
Bkvkhkhd  akd  Dkas  Sm: 

Tout  most  acceptable  favor  of  the  2ath  of  March,  ITSB,  never  reached  me  until  Sep- 
tember last.    I  heartily  thank  you  for  your  translation  of  Dr.  Abodle.    1  esteem  It  a 


y.Google 


432  BROWN  UNITBRSITT  Chap.  XU. 

mutMly  performuiee,  and  wish  it  to  have  »  general  spread  tfarongh  tliia  eonntrr, 
which.  In  imitation  of  tlie  old  country,  Is  rejecting  the  ancient  goapel.  Dr.  ChaunDey'i 
book  in  favor  of  nniverutl  iialTaUon,  printed  in  London,  liaa  mada  many  pfoaelfte* 
amonget  the  New  England  Congregationalista.  Mete  nominal  Christian  miniaMn  now 
begin  to  show  on  whose  side  they  are.  I  am  Mnvlnoed,  however,  tliat  these  trjing 
times  are  necessary,  and  will  eventnally  snbserve  the  interests  of  the  Bedeemsi. 
False  friends  are  more  dangerous  to  religion  than  avowed  enemies. 

After  a  cursory  reading  of  your  "  Fedobaptlsm  Bzanined  "  last  spring,  I  leaned  it 
to  my  Brother  Oano  at  Kew  York,  who  at  that  time  had  great  need  of  it,  and  I  hsvs 
never  been  able  to  get  It  since.  I  read  it  with  great  pleasure,  and  sball  be  happ;  to  laa 
a  second  edition,  without  any  corrections  except  such  as  the  jadicioos  author  maf  see 
fit  to  make.  It  Is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with  year  requut  to  criUciae  it.  Borne 
hints  when  at  New  York  led  me  to  snspect  on  whom  yon  animadverted  in  the  note  you 
mention.  It  grieves  me  that  snob  One  abilities  should  be  prostltated  In  the  sappoit  o( 
error.  Hope  be  may  return  to  a  better  way  of  thinking.  Ton  need  not  fear  any  di» 
coveries  to  yonr  disadvantage. 

I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  my  friend  Dr.  Drowue.  Having  gained  his  object 
In  France,  he  returned  last  summer,  and  is  now  well,  and  retains  a  high  sense  of  tbe 
favors  received  In  your  family. 

I  hope  the  amiable  and  worthy  Dr.  Stennstt  la  recovered,  and  will  yet  be  spend  to 
do  much  service  to  the  cause  of  the  Bedaemei,in  addition  to  tbe  important  service  be 
has  already  rendered,  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  bis  son  is  ancb  a  worthy  character.  I  wish 
he  may  flII  his  honored  lather's  place,  when  he,  having  served  bis  generation  according 
to  the  will  of  Qod,  shall  sleep  with  his  lathers. 

It  Is  pleasing  to  hear  that  the  cause  of  God  gains  ground  in  England,  and  eapecisll; 
In  our  denomination.  Sorry  am  I  to  hear  of  the  dissolution  ot  two  Baptist  cburcbes  ia 
IfOndon.  Dr.  Oibboos  was  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  my  old  President  Daviei,  and 
tbroDgfa  that  channel  I  became  acquainted  with  his  character.  I  esteemed  him  a 
worthy,  good  man.  Bome  more  of  Mr.  Backus's  first  volume,  he  tells  me,  are  found  In 
London. 

Your  letter,  accompanying  a  copy  of  Dr.  Abadie,  I  forwarded  Inunediately  to  Xr. 
Stillman,  who  received  it. 

Our  Baptist  churches  in  Boston  and  Newport  have  bad  through  the  winter,  and  still 
have,  a  gracions  visit.  Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  them,  and  the  good 
work  continnM.  I  have  also  good  tidings  of  the  same  kind  from  Virginia.  Some 
scattering  drops  I  hope  have  fallen  upon  Providence,  but  the  number  of  late  conTer- 
Bions  Is  but  small. 

What  apology  shall  I  make  for  not  advising  yon  that  tbe  College  eonferrod  on  7ml 
the  degree  of  Master  In  the  Arts  in  1TH7    Directly  after  Commencement  I  was  called 
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awftj  to  the  Southern  atates,  and  od  mj  leturn  the  I^rd  was  pleased  to  poor  out  hit 
Spirit  on  the  people  of  m;  cbaige  in  a  kIoiIohs  maoner,  which  engaged  both  my  time 
and  my  attentioa  tlil  that  tatal  19th  of  April  following,  when  hostilities  commencsd  at 
Lexington,  which  cnt  off  all  iuterconrse  between  the  two  conntries,  and  so  deranged 
the  affairs  o(  the  College  that  it  is  but  latel;  that  I  recollected  that  diplomas  had  never 
been  sent  to  fou  and  aeveral  other  gentlemen  graduated  upon  the  recommendation  ot 
Mr.  Blley,  of  Northampton.  It  these  excuses,  with  more  somewhat  similar,  are  not 
snndent,  and  I  seem  really  to  donbt  myself,  I  must  take  the  blame  ol  neglect  on 
myseU,  and  make  the  best  apology  I  can  by  complying  with  my  duty  at  this  late  hour. 
As  a  testimony  of  our  respect  tor  your  merit,  be  pleased  to  accept  the  diploma  which 
accompanies  this ;  and  it  yon  can,  excuse  the  omission  of  giving  you  timely  advice. 
To  one  not  a  residant  in  America  it  is  hard  to  conceive  into  what  contusion  the  war 
threw  UB,  from  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  recover  soon.  The  College,  however.  Is  In  a 
more  prosperons  state  than  ever,  and  promises  fair  to  hold  a  rank  amongst  literary 
Institutions  in  this  new  world ;  but  the  scarcity  of  cash  greatly  embarrasses  the  College 
at  present,  as  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  people  of  property  to  raise  money  to  educate 
their  ohlldren. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  a  letter  from  Mr,  Booth  by  every  opportunity. 

With  every  wish  tor  your  temporal  and  eternal  felicity  which  the  slncerest  friend- 
ship c«n  dictate,  I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Yonrs,  in  Christ, 

Jaius  Uavkihq. 

The  following  letter  is  addressed  to  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  WilliAtn  Gordon, 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  came  from  England  in  1770,  with  a  letter 
of  intiodaction  to  Manning  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stenuett.  He  settled  in 
Massachusetts,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  a  Congregational  chnrch  in 
Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1772.  When  the  Revo- 
lution commenced,  he  took  averj active  part  against  his  native  countiy, 
and  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  Provincial  Congress.  He  preached 
a  Thanksgiving  discourse,  Dec.  15,  1774,  which  is  published  in  Thorn- 
ton's "Pulpit  of  the  American  Revolution."  In  1786  he  returned  to 
England,  and  two  years  afterwards  published,  in  four  octavo  volumes, 
"  ITie  History  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Establishment  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America,"  — a  candid  and  impartial 
work,  says  Alibone,  of  which  there  have  been  several  editions.  He 
died  at  Ipswich,  Oct.  19,1807,  aged  seventy-seven.    Manning,  it  seems, 
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cultivated  an  intimacy  with  him.  la  this  letter  he  speaks  of  a  dona- 
tion of  books  which  Gordon  made  to  the  CoUege  Libnuy.  Among 
them  we  notice  Caryl's  Exposition,  with  Practical  Obeerrations  upon 
the  book  of  Job,  —  a  work  in  two  huge  folios,  published  in  London,  in 
1676,  of  which  Charles  Lamb  playfully  says,  "What  any  man  can 
write,  surely  I  may  read." 

pBOTmntcK,  April  13, 1T86. 
Beveobnd  and  Dbak  Sik: 

Yours  of  th«  2lBt  and  2Tth  ult.  were  long  In  coming  to  hand,  nnd  the  reaaous  of  my 
-delaying  to  answer  them  were  that  I  mistook  one  week  In  the  time  set  for  joni  sailing. 
and  my  having  a  numbei  ot  letters  to  write  and  several  dlplomaa  to  get  ready  to  lend 
to  some  gentlemen  in  England.  All  these  I  have  enclosed  to  Bev.  John  Rlppon,  soo- 
eessor  to  Dt.  GUI,  who  will  take  care  to  forward  them  as  directed.  I  must  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  see  Mr.  Bippon,  and  deliver  them  with  your  own  hand. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  seen  yon  myseU  and  brought  Mrs.  Uajinlng  down,  who 
wan  exoeedlngly  desirous  of  it,  that  we  might  have  had  the  opportunity  of  a  parting 
kiss;  but,  unfortunately,  my  horse  Is  disordered,  and  unable  to  perform  the  }onner. 
Though  denied  the  pleasure  of  one  more  Interview  with  you  here,  I  trust  the  gnce  and 
mercy  ol  God  will  favor  ns  with  one  Inflnltely  more  agreeahle  in  a  better  world.  Yon 
have  my  unworthy  prayers  for  your  own  and  your  family's  safety  while  on  the  ocean, 
and  my  sincere  desires  lor  your  and  their  prosperity  in  your  native  country,  tram 
whence  I  shall  ever  rejoice  to  receive  letters  from  you,  and  retnm  the  favor.  I  have 
been  informed  that  yon  have  been  greatly  abnsed  In  the  Boston  newspapers.  Yon 
know  that  is  a  talent  oar  neighbors  (here  possess.  They  are  ingenious  to  provoke.  I 
am  sorry  your  success  in  subscriptions  Is  small  here ;  bat  snch  Is  the  scarcity  of  moa^ 
that  many  who  wished  to  be  possessors,  and  amongst  the  rest  yonr  humble  serraul. 
were  necessitated  to  forego  it.  But  I  hope  to  see  better  times.  Shall  be  proud  to  plac* 
Dr.  Gordon's  History  of  the  American  War  in  the  College  Ubrary  at  Providence,  ■■  a 
token  ol  his  remembrance  and  friendship  for  that  Institution. 

Don't  imagine  that  I  mean  to  exchange  the  sacred  tor  the  political  character,  hecaoss 
until  the  next  November  I  have  accepted  an  appointment  of  the  State  to  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress. It  is  purely  with  a  view  to  obtain.  If  possible,  a  grant  to  compensate  the  rent) 
and  damages  for  the  use  ot  the  Edifice  by  the  public  dnrlng  the  war.'  However 
strongly  solicited,  I  have  not  the  least  idea  of  suffering  my  name  to  be  used  in  a  sob- 


,,Google 


n«8-n88.  AND  MANNING.  435 

sequent  election.  More  than  a  thousand  poauds  is  our  just  dne  from  the  public.  With 
onr  small  funds  this  Is  too  much  to  lose.  I  wish  with  »11  my  heart  jou  maj  succeed  to 
your  wishes  In  returning  to  your  native  country.  Mrs.  Manning  joins  in  her  best 
regards  to  you  and  Mrs.  Oordon.  We  wish  yon  every  facility  which  the  slucerest 
friendship  can  dictate,  both  In  time  and  eternity. 

I  rest,  yours,  etc.,  in  gospel  bonds, 

Jaius  ISAxmui. 
P.  8.  — By  Mr.  Brown,  the  wagoner,  we  received  the  box  of  books  in  good  order,  and 
I  beg  leave  in  the  name  and  la  l>ehalf  of  the  Corporation  to  present  yon  the  hearty 
thanks  at  the  College  for  the  donation.  They  are  delivered  to  the  Ubiarian,  and 
ordered  to  be  set  up  and  your  name  to  be  enrolled  amongst  the  benefocton  of  Bhode 
Island  College. 

Jaius  MLunmo,  PrMident. 

To  THB  Bkv.  Dr.  TT.«gt.it  Smtth. 

Nkw  Yokk,  ITth  May,  1T8G. 
DkAR  Sn: 

Tonrs  of  the  ZTth  nit.  came  lala  to  hand,  for  which  I  thank  you,  and  should  have 
•mswered  it  before  had  not  my  bands  been  fnll.  Mrs.  Manning  Informed  me  ol  the 
ai^lication  to  yon  to  be  my  snocMsor  in  the  meeting  at  Providence.  I  should  be  happy 
in  your  society,  and  should  Froridenoe  order  your  lot  there,  I  shall  wtiile  there  con- 
tribute my  l>est  endeavors  to  render  yonr  life  happy,  and  useful  to  the  people ;  but  I 
think  it  best  to  interfere  as  little  as  may  be  with  their  determinations  in  settling  a 
minister,  as  I  conceive  It  might  lessen  my  influence  In  bis  favor,  after  his  settlement, 
should  they  have  it  In  their  power  to  say,  wben  hie  support  might  be  felt,  that  I  was 
any  means  of  It.  Not  that  I  hereby  mean  to  ezcnse  myself  from  doing  my  personal 
duty  In  that  cose,  which  I  bope  wonld  be  a  pleasure.  Should  yon  accept  of  their  Invi- 
tation, yonr  piety,  I  trust,  would  more  than  compensate  the  defect  of  politeness,— a 
high  d^rse  of  which  I  cannot  deem  primarily  essential  in  a  gospel  preacher,  any  more 
tbun  diatingnlBhed  msticlty.  Habits  of  easiness  In  access,  and  gentle,  nnaflFected  man- 
nera,  are  most  pleasing  in  that  character. 

I  hope  you  may  have  the  pleasure  to  And  that  yonr  labors  at  Frovldanoe  are  tol- 
lowad  with  a  blessing.  The  Lord  is  doing  wonders  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  bnt 
aape<dally  in  tiie  Jerseys,  at  the  Plains,  Mountains,  Piscataway,  and  Cranberry.  I 
attend  the  June  meeting.  Mr.  Bunyan,  on  Saturday,  baptized  twelve;  the  Sabbatarian 
minister  three.  Great  power  appeared  to  attend  the  preaching.  Multitudes  appeared 
deeply  affected,  and  during  the  meeting  several  professed  to  be  brought  Into  gospel 
liberty.    Such  a  meeting  I  believe  was  never  seen  at  Piscataway  before.    I  am  told  tlie 
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Tbnradar  tollowlng  twelve  were  baptized  at  Qulbbletown,  and  Lord's  Daj  thirteen  at 
the  Plaint.  Tbeie  appeati  a  considerable  tarn  in  the  minds  of  the  people  throaghont 
tliat  quarter.  Mr.  Wilson  Barnes  out  and  is  remarkably  blesaed,  and  goes  on  praach- 
Ing,  exhorting,  and  b»pttzing  from  place  to  place  with  surprising  Baci:«BS.  The  Lord 
Indeed  it  doing  great  things  in  the  land. 

Of  youi  mother  I  can  give  no  Information,  bat  presume  she  it  living,  otherwise  Mr. 
Gnthrle,  or  7oar  brother  Jeremiah,  woald  have  told  me  of  her  death.  M7  sltoation 
here  It  indeed  very  awkward,  without  a  colleagne,  without  money,  and  to  doubt  what 
to  resolve  on.  Our  public  affairs  wear  a  cloudy  aspect.  I  hope  It  is  that  the  intetpoci- 
tlon  of  Heftven  may  be  seen  in  extricating  us  from  diiBcnlty.  His  former  unmerited 
favor  to  this  gnltty  land  encourages  me  to  hope  for  it  though  it  should  almoit  be 
against  hope. 

The  tavaget  have  begun  their  barbarous  depredations  on  our  western  IrontieTS,  bnt 
probably  not  without  provocation  from  some  of  that  lawless  banditti  which  forms  the 
van  of  those  settlements.  It  Is  expected  that,  on  investigation,  thii  will  be  lonnd  tme. 
Many  of  the  innocent  must  doubtless  be  involved  in  rain  in  oonsequeace  of  it.  The 
wretched,  deranged  flnances  of  the  Federal  Oovemment,  will  allow  us,  if  disposed,  to 
afford  these  people  bat  feeble  aid. 

1  am  treated  with  respect  by  Congress  and  the  heads  of  departments.  The  preMnt 
Oongresa  pottest  great  integrity,  and  a  good  share  of  abilities;  but  tor  want  of  more 
states  on  the  floor  the  public  and  Important  business  it  from  day  to  day  neglected.  We 
are,  however,  in  daily  expectation  of  a  fuller  delegation.  If  personal  matters  could  be 
so  adjusted  that  I  were  not  disquieted,  I  should  be  very  happy  in  my  eitnation  here; 
for  I  commonly  preaclt  once  or  twice  on  Lord's  Days,  either  in  town,  on  Long  or  Ststen 
Island,  or  in  tbe  Jerseys. 

Please  to  present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Smith  and  friends,  and  believe  me  to  be 
Your  old,  unvarying  friend, 

Jamss  ilAmraa. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Drowne  directed  to  the  Hon.  James 
Manniog,  D.  D.,  member  of  Congress,  New  York,  happily  illustrates 
the  politics  of  the  times :  — 

FitoTmBMCB,  June  23, 1T86. 
Dkab  Sib: 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon  of  the  general  health  of  your  friends  here,  tboegh 
the  body  politic  labors  under  a  tbreatenlng  malady,  the  furor  pecuniae  nothat.  The 
monstrous  production  has  at  length  come  to  light,  and  we  heartily  wish  it  may  oane 
speedily  to  that  other  light  spoken  of  by  Longinus.    This  mock  money  is  farced  on 
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soma,  taken  by  a  few  othera ;  bnt  more  geneially  refused  In  this  town  and  Newport. 
Next  week  its  fate  will  io  some  measure  be  decided.  Should  the  General  Asaembly 
order  a  tax  of  aboQt  thirty  thousand  pounds,  Its  circulation  may  be  preserved  awhile, 
otherwise  it  will  inevitably  periab.  1  am  sorry  your  residence  in  New  Totk  should  be 
rendered  any  way  disagreeable  to  yon,  as  I  tear  it  mnat  from  your  colleftgne's  with- 
holding himself,  and  also  from  disappointment  with  respect  to  pecuniary  supplies. 
Bat  these  are  only  a  small  part  of  the  Ills  the  atateaman  has  to  cope  with.  Thorny  is 
the  political  path,  and  I  am  almost  of  the  opinion  of  a  celebrated  Frenchman,  that  the 
man  who  devotes  himself  to  politics,  from  the  vexations  he  must  necessarily  encounter, 
does  not  actually  live  as  long  as  he  whose  mind  is  employed  in  contemplating  the 
beauties  of  nature,  or  admiring  the  excellent  productions  of  the  flue  arts. 

Wishing  to  make  some  ot  your  unconfrtarUmal  hours  agreeable,  I  would  bring  yon 
acquainted  with  M.  Otto,  Chargi  det  Affaint  from  the  Court  of  Yersailles.  From  the 
intimacy  which  subsisted  between  ns  on  board  the  French  Packet,  I  found  him  a  man 
of  good  heart,  ot  extensive  knowledge,  of  obliging  manners,  and  therefore  a  worthy 
companion.  It  yon  have  already  been  introduced  to  M.  Otto,  yet  I  could  wish  a  safe 
conveyance  of  the  inclosed  letter  to  him,  as  it  contains  a  request,  whloh,  I  expect,  will 
draw  a  line  from  him.  I  ronst  not  forget  to  mention  that  I  am  blessed  wlUi  another 
danghter.  That  you  may  be  favored  with  health  and  success  is  the  sincere  wish  otyoor 
Friend  and  humble  servant, 

SObOMOK  Drowhk. 

The  following  letter  which  we  find  in  Staplee's  "  Rhode  Island  in 
the  Continental  Congress,"  presents  a  striking  view  of  the  difficulties 
of  President  Manning's  position,  and  of  the  crisis  in  national  affairs, 
which  leeulted  in  the  National  Convention  of  1787,  and  the  formation 
of  the  Federal  Constitution :  — 

To  OOVKBKOn  COLLtKS. 

Nbw  York,  May  2S,  1TS6. 

Sir;  — Agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in 
Greenwich,  I  proceeded  to  New  York  and  took  my  seat  in  Congress,  as  a  delegate,  the 
3d  of  this  month,  in  full  expectation  that  General  Miller  would  follow  me  In  a  few 
days,  with  the  necessary  supply  ot  money  to  support  us.  But,  to  my  surprise,  I  have 
not  heard  from  the  General  since  my  departure  from  Rhode  Island.  Destitute  of  money 
to  defray  my  necessary  expenses,  and  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  the  reasons  ot  the  Gen- 
«rarB  delay,  you  mnst  naturally  conclude  that  my  situation  is  far  from  being  agreeable. 

I  wish  to  be  Informed  whether  the  State  means  to  support  a  representative  in  Con- 
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greaa  or  not,  that  I  mfty  act  accordingly.  My  private  parse  will  not  support  me  htit. 
and  yon,  atr,  know  the  expense  attending  this  character  too  well  to  be  informed  that 
money  In  hand  la  necassary  for  the  snpport  of  our  delegation.  Congreu  U  bighljr 
displeased  with  the  conduct  of  Rhode  Island,  in  not  sending  forward  bet  delegate!.  I 
have  made  the  best  apology  I  coald  tor  this  neglect,  bat  am  obliged  now  to  be  lilenl. 
as  I  hare  no  advice  on  the  anhject. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  Inform  you  that  this  honorable  Body  la  not  a  little  alarmed  at 
the  present  crisis ;  with  an  empty  treasury,  while  pressed  on  all  sides  lor  money ;  tha 
requisitions  not  compiled  with  in  many  of  the  states;  the  collection  of  taxes  post- 
poned ;  our  trade  embarrasaed  and  almost  proatrate ;  and  the  Barbary  powers  lltliiig 
out  more  formidable  armamenta  than  ever  sailed  out  of  the  Straits.  Qreat  Britwa, 
too,  thtough  onr  Minlater,  has  abaotately  refused  the  surrender  of  the  western  porta, 
until  the  Dnlted  States  comply,  on  their  part,  with  the  fourth  arUcle  <d  the  treaty, 
which  provides  that  British  merchants  shall  1>e  nndei  no  legal  Impropriety  of  recovfi- 
Ing,  In  sterling  money,  their  bona  flde  debts  from  the  cltlaens  of  the  United  Statti. 
Against  this  article,  since  the  pasaing  of  the  money  bill  la  onr  State,  nine  states  In  the 
Confederacy  have  passed  acts,  and  several  of  the  Indian  tribes,  as  we  learn  from  rcccat 
dispatches,  have  already  commenced  lioatllitles  on  our  Western  frontier. 

This  ts  oni  deplorable  situation,  andCongreaa  la  obliged  thla  day  toadjduru  for  waot 
of  a  BulBclent  number  of  states,  to  proceed  In  the  necessary  and  most  important  bnil- 
ness  of  the  Confederacy.  In  a  word,  air,  all  the  old  members  have  looked  aerioni,  and 
are  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  Confederacy.  A  motion  la  made,  and  It  is  proposed  to 
assign  a  day  to  go  into  the  state  of  the  nation,  In  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hoaae,  that 
we  may  aend  forward  to  the-  atates  without  loas  of  time,  the  dangerous  situation  of  (he 
Federal  government,  that  they  may  acquit  themselves  of  censare  should  dlaaatrou* 
events  happen  through  the  neglect  of  the  states.  This  motion  has  only  been  post- 
poned for  a  fuller  representation,  as  the;  were  la  daily  expectation  of  having  both 
Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire  on  the  floor. 

I  assure  yon, sir,  that  the  above  is  not  an  exaggerated  aoccnnt,  bntdoaalntheiirords 
of  truth  and  soberness.  We  have  lately  been  employed  In  reducing  the  expenses  of  the 
civil  list,  which  we  have  done  upwards  of  ten  thousand  dollars;  nor  do  w«  mean  tb 
stop  here,  but  embrace  every  opportunity  to  retrench  as  much  as  possible  the  eipeDKS 
of  the  Federal  government.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  I  think  the  prenEnt 
delegation  In  Congresa,  Rhode  laland  apart,  possess  great  patriotism,  ability,  snd  una- 
nimity, but  the  want  of  energy  in  the  Federal  government,  and  in  the  respective  gov- 
ernments of  the  atatea  la,  by  every  true  friend  of  thla  country,  to  be  lamented. 
With  the  highest  sentiments  of  esteem, 

Sir,  yoar  bumble  servant, 

James  Muhcd. 
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Dr.  Manning's  colleague  was  Brig.-Gen.  Nathan  Miller,  of  Warren. 
To  him  he  thus  writes,  giving  a  graphic  description  of  his  own  embar- 
rassed condition  for  want  of  funds,  and  urging  him  in  the  present  crisis 
of  affairs  to  take  his  seat  as  a  delegate,  and  by  his  presence  and  influence 
aid  in  preventing  an  impending  dissolution  of  the  Federal  Grovemment. 
That  Manning  fully  comprehended  tbe  great  questions  which  agitated 
this  Congress  of  1786,  and  which  finally  led  to  a  more  perfect  union  of 
the  statea,  is  evident  from  bis  correspondence,  and  from  the  great  inter- 
est which  he  felt  and  the,  efforts  which  he  made  to  secure  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Nbw  Yobk,  7th  of  June,  1T86. 
Dkas  Sis: 

I  thiulE  It  for  a  moment  you  tronld  flgare  to  youToeU  my  sitnation,  atone  here  for 
more  than  a  month,  reduced  to  the  ver;  last  guinea  and  a  trifle  of  change  (which  is  the 
CBde} ;  m;  lodging,  washing,  barber's,  hatter's,  tailor's  bills,  etc.,  not  paid ;  without  the 
favor  of  a  single  line  from  ;oa  advising  me  whether  you  mean  to  come  oi  cot,  or  send- 
ing forward  the  one  hnndred  dollars  on  hand,  which  fon  proposed  doing  from  the 
election  if  yon  were  not  likely  to  follow  me  soon,  — I  say  if  you  would  hot  realise  my 
situation,  you  conld  not  hut  pity  lae  from  your  heart.  I  wrote  you  long  since.  I 
begged  an  answer  from  you,  one  way  or  another,  that  I  might  know  what  meaanres  to 
take.  But  as  I  am  now  situated,  I  con  neither  stay  nor  go,  except  to  the  new  City 
Hall,  If  my  creditors  exact  it;  and  strangers  bave  no  more  compassion  on  me  than  the 
State  that  appointed  me.  I  must  interest  yon  to  forward  that  sum  ol  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, if  no  more  can  be  had,  by  the  first  opportunity,  with  a  line  adTlsing  me  of  your 
real  intentions.  Matters  highly  interesting  to  tbis  Confederacy,  and  indeed  I  think  the 
question  whether  the  Federal  Government  shall  long  exist,  are  now  before  Congress, 
and  there  are  not  states  represented  sufScient  to  transact  tbe  necessary  business,  as 
we  now  have  barely  nine  states  on  the  floor.  Our  affairs  are  come  very  much  to  a  point, 
and  if  the  states  continue  to  neglect  keeping  up  tbelr  delegations  in  Congress,  the  Fed- 
era]  Government  must  ^>«o  /ocfo  dissolve.  I  have  written  the  Governor  on  these  sub- 
jects, and  desired  his  answer,  whether  we  should  keep  up  our  delegation  or  not,  I  shall 
wait  till  a  reasonable  time  for  an  answer  from  yon,  and  qnlt  it  I  do  not  receive  It.  Send 
me  by  the  poet  or  packets.  Frank  your  letters  by  tbe  post.  I  shall  impatiently  wait 
tbe  event,  and  with  •entlments  of  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  humble  servant, 

jAHia  MUfVIHO. 
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To  THI  Sanb. 

-  Nbw  York,  12th  of  Jnne,  nse. 
8ib:— YonrB  of  2Ttti  ult.  catne  to  hand  two  days  ago.  Am  mottifled  exceAdlnglf 
that  you  have  mot  come  torwai^,  nor  a«nt  on  the  money  on  hand ;  for  I  am  reduced  to 
but  a  few  BhilMnge,  and  m;  hills  are  not  paid.  My  aituation  —  without  a  colleagne, 
withont  money,  and  without  any  InstrnctionH  or  favorable  proapecta  from  Government 
-r  1b  p^nlul.  Rhode  Island  hag  not  many  more  strides  to  make  to  complete  her  dis- 
grace, and  ruin  tooj  hut  that  is  not  all.  She  la  likely  to  hold  a  diatingnislied  ran): 
amoogat  the  contrtbntors  to  the  ruin  of  the  Federal  Government.  Never,  prohabty,  was 
a  tall  delegation  of  the  states  more  necessary  than  now,  lor  you  may  rest  assured  that 
in  the  opinion  ot  every  member  of  Congress,  and  In  the  aeveral  departments,  thiagi 
are  come  to  a  oriaia  with  the  Federal  Oovernmeut.  Yon  aay  you  think  the  preseDi 
Hoaee  does  not  want  a  Congretaj  the  members  may,  it  IB  more  than  probable,  very  aooD 
Bee  the  accomplialimeat  of  their  wishes  ;  lor  without  a  speedy  reform  in  the  policy  ot  tbt 
states,  the  Federal  Ooverninent  maet  be  no  more.  The  flagrant  violMiousot  the  public 
faith,  solemnly  plighted.  In  the  late  emissions  of  paper  money,  on  the  conditions  on 
which  it  la  emitted,  are  here  considered  as  the  completion  of  our  rain  as  a  nation:  but  I 
wrote  you  before  on  this  subject;  It  Is  too  painful  to  repeat.  Pray  send  neon  the 
money  on  hand,  or  come  and  bring  It  yourself,  without  loss  ot  time;  at  leaat,  writs  m« 
by  every  vesBel.  With  sentiments  ot  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 
Your  humble  servant, 

J*ns  HAravo. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Grordon  will  be  found 
especially  intereatiag,  in  view  of  the  author's  position  as  a  defender  of 
America  on  English  soil :  — 

Stokb  NKwtMaTOH,  BxaLAirD,  Sept.  13, 1T86. 
Mt  Dbak  Sib: 

I  have  appropriated  a  tew  ot  my  busy  moments  to  your  frlendahip,  on  which  I  set  ■ 
high  value.  Yon  will  have  heard  of  our  sate  arrival.  The  passage  was,  blessed  be 
Ood,  good  upon  the  whole,  and  though  longer  by  a  week  or  two  than  we  could  have 
wished,  yet  not  lengthy.  We  were  in  London  within  six  weeks,  lacking  two  days,  alMr 
leaving  Boston,  and  had  a  slight  sea-alckness  only  the  first  day.  Many  ot  our  friends 
and  acquaintance,  and  some  ot  our  relations,  had  been  removed;  but  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  finding  as  many  BtlU  living  as  we  could  reasonably  expect.  I  took  care  to 
deliver  the  parcel  for  Mr.  Blppon  safely,  of  which  you  will  probably  have  received  sn 
account  before  this  arrives.    It  would  have  been  great  pleasure  to  us  to  have  seen  ;od 
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kod  Mrs.  Hannlng  bsfoie  oar  departure  ;  but  that  having  been  prevented,  I  trust  with 
70D  that  the  grace  and  mercy  of  Ood  will  lavor  us  with  an  Interview  infinitely  more 
agreeable  in  a  better  world.  I  am  exceedingly  busy  upon  my  History,  and  when  I  have 
flnished  it  shall  not  be  nnmindfal  of  yonr  College  Library.  The  abase  in  the  public 
papers  hindered  the  subscrlptlonB  very  much.  I  hope,  however,  Ibey  will  be  made  up 
in  Britain.  The  beginning  at  next  mouth  I  mean  to  have  the  proposals  circulating ; 
bnt  am  apprehensive  that  the  book  will  not  go  to  the  press  so  early  as  I  Intended. 
Everyone  tells  me  that  I  must  be  extremely  cautions  how  I  word  myselt,  In  speaking 
of  iadividuals  In  Britain,  lest  I  should  be  prosecuted  for  libelling;  and  prudence  will 
require  my  advising  with  some  gentleman  learned  In  the  law,  that  I  may  avoid  falling 
Into  the  clatches  of  the  malevolent.  You  wonld  wonder  at  the  coolness  with  which  I 
have  been  treated  by  several,  even  of  my  liieChren  in  the  ministry,  for  the  part  I  took 
while  in  America ;  this,  however,  has  not  made  me  repent  of  engaging  on  the  side  of 
liberty.  The  Rev.  Hr.  Martin,  of  your  persuasion,  at  the  Westminster  end  of  the  town, 
waa  a  most  bitter  enemy  to  the  Americans,  as  I  have  heard;  and  one  and  another  of 
the  Fresb3rteriana  and  CongreRatlonallats  were  not  leu  so,  and  would  have  rejoiced  to 
have  had  the  promoters  and  enconregers  ot  the  Revolution,  whether  in  civil  or  sacred 
orders,  hanged  as  rebels.  Bnt  Heaven  has  disappointed  and  mortified  them.  They, 
however,  spit  ont  their  venom  at  times. 

We  are  at  present  with  Mrs.  Gordon's  brother,  who  Is  exceedingly  friendly.  Where 
we  shall  settle  Is  wholly  uncertain ;  bnt  a  kind  Frovldance,  I  hope,  will  direct  in  much 
mercy.  Shonid  like  to  be  In  the  neighborhood  of  London,  tor  the  beneQt  ot  correspond- 
Ingwitli  my  American  friends,  and  doing  them  any  putlonlar  service.  Such  a  situa- 
tion wonld  place  me  also  In  the  midst  of  my  relation*  and  British  acquaintance. 
These  jnatten,  however,  most  all  be  submitted  to  InBnite  wladom ;  and  I  desire  not  to 
be  at  my  own  disposal  and  direction. 

We  have  been  favored  with  good  health  since  our  arrival.  I  am  concerned  that 
your  State  should  be  so  overseen  as  to  make  paper  money,  etc.  Such  policy  will  never 
make  you  prosper,  and  instead  of  preserving  will  drive  away  property  and  plenty  from 
you.  The  Americana  must  make  all  kinds  of  property  secure,  or  confusion  will  follow. 
I  am  most  hearty  in  wishing  them  virtuous  and  honorable,  and  am  therefore  pained 
when  anything  takes  place  that  is  prejudicial  to  their  public  character.  Mrs.  Gordon 
Joins  in  best  regards  to  self  and  Mrs.  Manning.  Remember  me  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown, 
Mr.  Benson,  and  other  friends.  Let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  Srst  opportunity.  Direct 
to  Mr.  Field's,  Apothecary,  Newgate  Street.    I  remain, 

Yonr  sincere  and  affectionate  friend, 

WiLIiUM   GOBDON. 
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This  year  the  public  exercises  of  ComiaencemeDt  were  resumed. 
Fifteen  young  men  took  theit  Bachelor's  degree.  James  Mamung,  a 
nephew  of  the  President,  had  the  Latin  Salutatory,  and  Lemuel  Kol- 
lock,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Valedictory.  The  President  was  in  New 
York,  attending  to  his  duties  as  a  memher  of  Congress,  but  his  friend 
Smith,  from  Haverhill,  was  present,  and  on  the  succeeding  Sabbath 
preached  three  sermons  in  the  Baptist  meeting-house.  Among  tbe 
fifteen  who  took  this  degree  was  also  Nicholas  Brown,  Jr.,  after- 
wards the  distinguished  benefactor  of  the  College.  He  was  at  this 
time  but  seventeen  yeai-s  of  ^e,  having  entered  the  Freshman  Class  in 
1782,  when  the  College  again  began  to  live.  Mr.  Brown  commenced 
his  benefactions  in  February,  1792,  by  presenting  to  the  Trustees  and 
Fellows  of  the  College  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dolhits,  to  be  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  law  books  for  the  Library.  This  he  did,  in  liie  lan- 
guage of  the  letter  announcing  the  donation,  "  under  a  deep  impres- 
sion of  the  generous  intentions  of  my  honored  fother,  deceased,  towards 
the  College  in  this  town,  as'  well  as  from  my  own  personal  feelings 
towards  the  Institution,  in  which  I  received  my  education,  and  from  s 
desire  to  promote  literature  in  general,  and  in  particular  the  knowledge 
of  the  laws  of  our  country,  under  the  influence  whereof  not  only  onr 
property  but  our  lives  and  dearest  privileges  are  protected."  In  1804 
he  presented  to  the  Corporation  the  sum  of  five  tiiousand  dollars,  as  a 
foundation  for  a  professorship  of  oratory  and  belles-lettres.  It  was  on 
tills  occasion,  in  consideration  of  this  donation,  and  of  others  that  had 
been  received  from  him  and  his  kindred,  that  the  name  of  the  Institu- 
tion was  changed,  in  accordance  with  a  provision  In  its  charter,  from 
Rhode  Island  College  to  Brown  University.  In  1822  he  erected  at  his 
own  expense  the  second  college  building,  which  he  presented  to  the 
Corporation,  in  a  letter  bearing  date  Jan.  13, 1823.  At  his  suggestion 
it  was  named  "  Hope  College,"  in  honor  of  his  only  surviving  sister, 
Mra.  Hope  Ives.  In  1835  he  erected  the  third  building,  which  he  also 
presented  to  the  Corporation,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be  named 
"Manning  Hall,"  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  his  own  distingnished 
instructor  and  revered  friend.  President  Manning.     Mr.  Brown  died 
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Sept.  27,  1841,  at  the  age  of  seveaty-two.  A  diacouise  commemora- 
tive of  hia  character  and  life  was  delivered  by  President  Wayland,  in 
die  University  Chapel,  which  discourse  was  afterwards  published.  The 
entire  sum  of  his  recorded  benefactions  and  bequests  to  the  University 
amounta  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  assigning  to  the 
donations  of  land  and  buildings  the  valuation  which  was  put  upon  them 
at  the  time  they  were  made. 

"  Many  years,'*  says  Professor  Gammell,  "  have  now  elapsed  since 
he  descended  to  the  tomb,  but  the  monuments  of  his  wise  and  pious 
benefactions  are  all  around  us,  — in  the  University  with  which  his 
name  is  associated ;  in  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  the 
Providence  Athenasum,  to  whose  founding  he  so  largely  contributed ; 
and  in  tiie  churches  and  colleges  and  institutions  of  philanthropy  over 
the  whole  land,  to  which  he  so  often  lent  his  libei&l  and  most  timely 
aid.  So  long  as  learning  and  religion  shall  have  a  place  in  the  affec- 
tions of  men,  these  enduring  memorials  will  proclaim  his  character,  and 
speak  his  eulogy.     Si  tanctittimi  tettet,  hi  macimi  laudatoret." 

A  few  years  before  his  death,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corpora- 
tion in  ISSf),  Mr,  Brown  was  formally  requested  to  sit  for  his  likeness, 
which  was  taken,  at  full  length,  by  Harding,  one  of  the  most  celelmited 
American  artists.  It  now  graces  the  collection  of  portraits  in  Sayles 
Memorial  Hall.  The  visitor  will  gaze  upon  it  with  renewed  interest  as 
successive  years  roll  on.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  portraits 
of  his  worthy  sire  and  ancestors  cannot  be  placed  by  ite  side- 
Returning  now  to  our  narrative,  we  learn  from  the  following  extract 
from  s  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown,  senior,  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hezekiah  Smith,  dated  Nov.  9,  1786,  that  Dr.  Manning  resumed  his 
accustomed  duties  at  the  College  in  the  beginning  of  November  of  that 
year.  The  extract  is  introduced  as  an  illustration,  in  part,  of  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  the  College  had  to  contend,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
money  and  the  confused  state  of  the  times. 

NlCHOLiAB  BKOWK  TO  DK.  SHITH. 

Mr.  Manning  arrived  here  early  In  this  month,  bo  that  we  have  been  destitute  ot  a 
aapply  tor  the  pnlplt  onlj'  two  or  three  Sabbaths.    The  Corporation  n-ere  put  to  the 
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necesBity  of  beginning  College  exerciaes  wttb  the  new  tutor,  joang  Ur.  Flint,  aerenl 
daja  alter  the  scholars  had  arrived,  Hr.  Bobblos  having  been  detuned  at  New  London, 
waiting  foi  a  passage,  nntll  after  Hr.  Manning  left.  The  worst  of  all  Is  that  we  are 
■tin  destitute  ot  a  steward,  several  having  applied  for  the  place  who  were  not  jndged 
suitable,  and  several  having  been  applied  to  who  have  declined.  The  want  ot  some 
offlcer  ol  College  to  attend  the  place  of  the  InstltntloD,  will,  I  tear,  be  a  disadvantage. 
But  the  t>adness  ot  the  pay  heretofore,  and  the  acarcilj  of  money,  the  paper  carrency, 
and  the  contosed  state  of  taw  and  justice,  both  In  your  State  and  in  oar  own,  when  the 
scholars  come  trom,  are  real  difficulties.  The  fact,  too,  that  the  atndeuts  are  obliged  to 
board  ont,  instead  ot  boarding  in  commons,  has  greatly  increased  the  ezpenaes.  Tet,  I 
believe,  It  due  attention  ia  paid  by  the  ufBcera,  we  shall  have  many  students  in,  at  leaic 
by  next  Commencement. 

Dn.  MAMKiBa  to  tbe  Sev.  Db.   SxrrB. 

PsoviDBMCc,  Jan.  18, 1TS7. 
DbabSik: 

Yours  ot  the  IHh  nit.  came  to  hand  a  few  days  ago.  Am  happy  to  hear  ot  yonr  wel- 
tare,  but  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Mrs.  Smith's  indisposition.  Hope  it  has  proved  of  short 
duration.  About  a  month  ago  I  was  seized  with  a  violent  fit  ot  the  bilious  coUc,  whieli 
confined  me  about  a  fortnight,  and  threatened  my  life.  Through  divine  favor  I  am 
happily  recovered,  and  we  all  enjoy  naual  health.  The  town  ia  generally  healthy.  Hi. 
Nicholas  Brown  has  loat  hla  new-born  aon.  Mr.  Jonathan  Jenchea  is  married  to  tha 
widow  Bowers,  who  lived  acrosa  the  way.  No  late  intelligence  from  the  weatward. 
Trade  amongst  ua  is  very  declining.  Brown  and  Benson,  by  aselcure  at  Surinam,  hare 
lost  four  thousand  dollara,  and  Janches,  Winsor,  and  Co.  about  the  same  sum  by  the 
Uke  means  in  Virginia.  The  paper  money  of  this  State  has  run  down  to  six  tor  one,  not- 
withstanding which  the  Legislature  continue  It  aa  a  tender,  and  mean  to  do  so,  and  to 
pay  oft  all  the  State  debts  with  it,  be  it  as  bad  aa  it  may.  At  the  last  sesaloo  I  peti- 
tioned them  to  pay  my  advances,  and  the  remainder  of  my  salary  aa  delegate,  amooDt- 
tng  to  apwarda  of  fonr  hundred  dollars.  This  tbey  offered  to  do  in  their  paper,  hot  In 
no  other  way.  Besides,  they  have  ordered  all  the  impost  orders  brought  in  and 
exchanged  at  the  treasury  lor  paper  at  par,  so  that  I  must  lose  flve-sixths  of  my  salary 
so  paid  to  me,  A  more  Infamous  set  of  men  under  the  character  of  a  legislature,  never. 
I  believe,  disgraced  tbe  annals  of  the  world.  And  there  Is  no  prospect  of  a  change  for 
the  better.  Ot  all  the  arrearages  ot  tuition  for  the  last  year,  and  the  quarter  advanced 
In  this,  I  have  not  received  ten  pounds.  I  was  taken  alck  the  day  after  the  aecond 
great  snow,  with  no  provlaiona  in  the  cellar  except  one  hundred-weight  of  cheeae,  two 
barrels  of  elder,  and  some  potatoes;  with  not  a  load  ot  wood  at  my  door;  norcouldl 
command  a  single  dollar  to  aupply  these  wants.    The  kindness  of  my  nelgbbon,  lioir- 
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CTer,  kept  me  from  HnSerlag.  But  when  a  man  baa  tuttdlfeatned  money,  to  be  reduced 
to  thU  abject  state  of  dapendsnce  lequlres  the  ezerciBe  of  more  grace  that  I  can  boaat 
of.  I  feel  for  jon  In  the  situation  which  joa  mention,  but  It  la  a  very  trying  time,  and 
few  of  the  ministering  brethren  are  exempt  from  theae  trials.  Nor  wonld  it  probably 
be  easy  for  you  to  better  yoaraeU .  I  hare  serious  thought  of  remoTlng  to  the  farm  at 
the  Jerseys,  and  undertake  digging  for  my  aapport.  Shonld  things  wear  the  same 
unfavorable  aspect  next  year,  I  believe  I  shall  make  the  experiment.  If  my  life  la 

The  College  consists  of  about  the  same  number  as  It  did  before  Commenoement,  but 
the  delinquency  of  the  students  in  paying  their  bills  must.  If  not  altered,  break  op  the 
College.  08  the  affairs  cannot  be  supported,  especially,  as  all  aBaistance  from  our  fund  Is 
cut  off,  if  Indeed  it  is  not  totally  annihilated,  which  I  greatly  fear  from  the  temper  of 
the  times. 

I  completed  your  bualnesa  at  New  York,  I  believe,  agreeably  to  your  wlahes,  and 
have  your  securities  and  papers  all  by  me  ready  for  your  commands,  but  I  did  not 
choose  to  send  them  by  an  uncertain  conveyance.  Yon  mention  an  agreeable  Journey 
last  October,  but  don't  tell  me  where.  I  think  w)tb  yon  that  there  la  aomethlng  god- 
like In  preaohing  to  the  poor,  who  cannot  recompense  ns ;  but  It  la  one  misfortune  to  be 
ao  generally  of  that  number  that  we  can  only  contemplate  It.  I  supply  the  pnlplt  when 
able,  but  have  had  no  application  from  the  church,  as  auoh,  to  do  It.  Religion  la 
extremely  low  with  us,  and  confusion  in  State  mattera  seems  to  Increaae.  Pleaae  to 
present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Smith  and  family,  with  all  frlenda.  In  which  Mra. 
M.  Joina. 

Sir,  youre,  etc.. 


The  language  of  Dr.  Manaing,  as  here  applied  to  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island,  may  seem  at  first  unaecessatily  severe.  A  reference, 
however,  to  Governor  Arnold's  History  of  Rhode  Island,  and  to  our  hio- 
graphical  sketoh  of  General  Vamum,  in  his  forensic  effort  in  the  cele- 
brated case  of  Trevett  against  Weeden,  will  show  that  it  was  merited 
and  just. '  This,  perhaps,  was  the  most  trying  period  of  Dr.  Manning's 
life.  That  he  should  have  had  serious  thoughts  of  engaging  in  ^iricul- 
ture  for  a  support  is  by  no  means  aurpriaing.  These,  however,  were 
but  momentary,  and  soon  passed  away.     Few  men,  with  powers  dis- 
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tracted  by  care,  and  spirits  saddened  perhaps  by  a  want  of  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  life,  have  ever  labored  more  peraeveringly,  dili- 
gently, and  cheerfully  for  the  welfare  of  others,  and  for  the  public  good, 
than  Manning. 

The  Commencement  for  1787  seema  to  have  been  one  of  unusual 
interest,  "  a  large,  polite,  and  crowded  assembly  of  gentlemen  and 
ladles  attending  upon  the  exercises,  and  thns  doing  honor  to  the  day 
and  themselves  by  encouraging  polite  literature,  and  those  nseful  arts 
which  are  the  glory  of  civilized  countries."  Among  the  orations  upon 
this  occasion  was  one  by  Nathaniel  Lambert,  on  "  The  Present  Appear- 
ance of  Public  Affaiis  in  the  United  States  of  America  —  portraying 
the  superior  advantf^j^  to  be  enjoyed  by  this  country,  and  the  public 
happiness  rationally  to  be  expected,  in  case  the  states  shall  harmo- 
niously agree  on  the  great  federal  measures  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  whole,  whereon  the  convention  have  been  some  time  deliberating  at 
Philadelphia,  and  recommending  industry,  the  manufactures  of  oiir 
country,  and  the  disuse  of  foreign  goods ;  and  soliciting  the  i&it 
daughters  of  America  to  set  the  patriotic  example  by  banishing  from 
their  dress  the  costiy  gewgaws  and  articles  of  foreign  pioductioa." 
Doubtless  the  worthy  President  had  something  to  do  with  the  selection 
of  this  topic,  and  its  happy  treatment. 

The  graduates  numbered  ten ;  at  the  head  o£  whom,  on  the  Trien- 
nial, stands  the  name  of  Abner  Alden,  master  of  the  famous  school  at 
Rayuham,  Mass.,  and  author  of  the  "Reader"  and  '*The  Spelling- 
book"  which  supplied  our  ancestors  in  the  Old  Colony  with  the 
"rjidiments"  half  a  century  ago.  Mr.  Alden  was  of  the  fifth  genera- 
tion in  lineal  descent  from  John  Alden,  of  whom  and  PrisciUa  Mullins 
Longfellow  sings.     Among  them,  too,  we  notice  Samuel  Eddy,'  for  many 

<  Hon.  SAmuel  Eddr,  LL.  D.,  wu  born  In  Jahmton,  R.  I..  Mu-cb  31, 1I«9.  AftOT  hto  gnUlniiioii 
bs  read  law,  but  be  uever  practised  IC.  In  ITOS  he  waa  elected  b;  tbe  pec^le  ot  Rhode  Island  Seen- 
Uay  ot  State,  whlcli  office  he  held  for  twenty-one  yeu>  in  suocauton.  tteaig^lng  tbe  Mcretarj- 
■bipiheirae  Blected,  (or  three  tarma.from  1818  to  1B2B,  a  RspreseDtatlTe  In  CongruM,  Subeequenilj 
be  was  appelated  Chief  Justice  of  tbe  Supreme  Judicial  Court  ol  Rhode  Island,  wblcb  pneliioii 
be  occupied  for  eight  years,  when  111  health  compelled  him  to  resign.  He  died  Feb.  3.  W».  le 
tbe  serentleth  year  of  his  age.  Judge  Eddy  was  Justly  respected  for  hl>  nprlghtnees  and  Inielll- 
gcnce,and  for  the  extent  and  variety  of  bis  Mtalnments.   He  was  no  debater,  says  Professor  <lod- 


,,Google 


nse-nss.  and  manning.  447 

years  a  Fellow  and  Secretary  of  the  Corporation,  and  Jonathan  Maxcy, 
President  Manning's  successor  in  office.  Mr.  Maxcy*  delivered  a  poem 
on  the  prospects  of  America,  and  the  valedictory  oration. 

dard,  but  lis  wrote  wicb  tincomtnoa  purity,  Mcaruy,  and  force.  Tlw  Talameg  of  tbe  Masgachiisetta 
HljloTlcal  SocleC;  are  enriched  irlth  leviirBl  cDntrlbatlons  from  lila  pea.  He  waa  thrice  married. 
Hu  last  wife  wBa  Htb.  Sarah  Dwlght,  widow  of  Gamaliel  Lyman  Owlg&t,  and  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
David  Howell.    Bbs  inrrlfed  talm  many  yeara,  dying  at  an  advanced  age. 

'  Kev.  Jonathan  Haxcy,  D.  D..  was  born  in  ACttebora,  Hasa.,  Sept.  i,  llSg.  Immediately  upon 
gradoatlng,  at  the  early  age  of  oineteea,  lie  wan  appointed  Tutor  ia  theCoilcge,  which  poiitlon  he 
Itlled  with  great  acceptance  fanr  years,  or  until  tTSl,  when  be  was  cbosan  paator  of  the  BaptiM 
church.  In  ITSlbeaaenmedthedutleeof  the  Presidency  of  the  College,  having  been  elected  Preai- 
d«nt  pro  tempore.  In  1T0I  he  woa  formally  elected  Preildent,  as  appears  from  tbe  reoordi  of  the 
Corporation.  "The  splendor  of  bis  genius,  and  hie  brilliant  talents  as  an  orator  and  divine,"  sayt 
Dr.  Blake,  "  had  become  widely  koown ;  and  under  liig  administration  tbe  College  acquired  a  repu- 
tation for  bellea-letCrsB  and  eloquence  Inferior  to  no  seminary  of  learning  In  the  United  States." 
■tHls  voice,"  sayi  tbe  Hon.  Trletam  Burges.oneot  bis  moat  devoted  and  admiring  pupils, "  seemed 
not  to  bare  reached  tbe  deep  tone  of  full  age;  tiut  moat  of  all  to  resemble  that  of  those  concerning 
whom  the  Saviour  of  the  world  said,  •  of  Inch  Is  tbe  kingdom  of  heaven.'  The  eloquence  of  Haxcy 
woe  mental.  Yoa  seemed  to  bear  the  soul  of  tbe  man ;  and  each  <km  of  the  largest  assembly,  In  the 
most  eilended  place  of  worship,  received  the  sllgbest  Impulae  of  his  illvet  voice  as  If  be  stood  at 
bis  very  ear.  So  Intensely  wonld  he  enobaln  attention,  that  lu  the  most  thronged  aadleaoe  you 
heard  nothing  but  him  and  tbe  pulsatioDS  ol  your  own  heart.  His  utterance  «m  not  more  parteot 
than  bis  whole  discourse  was  Instractlve  and  enchanting." 

Id  the  year  IW>9,  Dr.  Uaicy.  havii^  resigned  his  office,  was  appointed  President  of  Dnlon  Col' 
lege.  Schenectady,  N.  Y..  as  Bucceaaor  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Jooathui  Bdwordi,  deoeaMd.  In  reference 
to  this  appointment,  we  And  In  Forsyth's  Memoir  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Alexander  Prondflt  (pp.  Ee-W}  a 
curious  and  Interesting  letter  from  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Johnson,  then  of  Albany,  and  a  Trustee  of  the 
College,  objecting  to  Haxcy  on  the  groond  ol  bis  being  a  Baptist,  and  bence  that  hie  Infloenoe  as 
ench  would  be  uupropltlous  to  the  prosperity  of  tbe  Institution,  the  sopport  of  the  College  being 
derived  chiefly  from  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  Baptist  persuasion,  and  perhaps  bad  no  incon- 
siderable prejudice  against  them.  Another  objection  was  that  he  appeared  to  the  writer  to  be  a 
violent  politician.  Judging  from  a  Fourth-of-July  oration  delivered  by  him,  which  had  been  praised 
as  containing  some  very  brilliant  eipiessions  and  keen  sarcasms  against  tbe  Anti-FederallstS.  A 
tbird  and  more  eerlous  objection,  however,  was  the  unsoundness  of  his  theological  oplulou,  ot 
which  the  following  extract  from  tbe  preface  to  bis  sermon  on  the  death  of  Manning,  republisbed 
tn  June,  1798,  was  quoted  as  an  llIustiaClOD :  "  The  only  thing  essential  to  Christian  union  Is  love, 
or  benevolent  affection.  It  Is,  tberefore,  with  me,  a  llxed  principle  to  censure  no  man  except  tor 
immorality.  Adlverslty  of  rellgloas  opinions,  In  a  state  so  Imperteot,  obecure,  and  sinful  as  tbe 
present,  is  to  be  expected.  An  entire  coincidence  In  sentiment,  even  In  Important  doctrines,  ts  by 
no  means  essential  to  Cbrfstian  society,  or  tbe  attainment  of  eternal  felicity.  How  many  are  there, 
who  appear  to  have  been  subjects  of  regeneration,  who  have  scarcely  an  entire  comprehensive 
view  of  one  doctrine  of  the  Bible?  Will  the  gates  of  paradise  be  barred  against  these  because  tbey 
did  not  possess  tlie  penetrating  sagacity  of  an  Edwards  or  a  Hopkins?  Or  shall  these  great  theo- 
logical champions  engross  beaven,  and  shout  hallelujahs  from  Its  walls,  whiles  Priestley,  a  Price, 
and  a  Wincbester,  merely  tor  difference  In  opinion,  though  preSmlnent  In  virtue,  must  sink  Into 
the  regions  of  darkness  and  pain?" 

Motwltbstandlng  these  abjections,  Dr.  Maxcy,  as  we  have  already  stated,  woe  chosen  President 
of  tbe  College.  Previous  to  this  event,  when  only  thirty-three  years  of  age.  Harvard  University 
had  conferred  on  bim  tbe  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  In  Divinity,  such  was  hli  oeiel>rlty  as  a 
scholar  and  divine.   Here  at  Sohen(H»ady  he  oSlciaied  with  increasing  reputation  until  ISO*,  when 
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The  feais  aDd  forebodings  of  Dr.  ManniDg  in  regard  to  the  Confed- 
eration proved  but  too  well  founded.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of 
the  wisest  statesmen,  it  was  found  inefficient  to  promote  social  order, 
and  all  those  paramount  interests  which  it  is  the  design  of  government 
to  foster  and  protect.  Accordingly,  in  1787,  a  national  convention  met 
at  Philadelphia,  and  proposed  a  union  of  the  states  upon  a  more  sub- 
stantial and  popular  basis,  in  order  that  the  blessings  of  freedom  might 
be  preserved.  A  small  number  of  the  states  adopted  the  New  Con- 
stitution, BO  called,  without  hesitation,  but  in  most  of  them  it  met  with 
great  opposition.'  Especially  was  this  the  case  in  Massachusetts,  where 
the  Federalists  and  Anti-Federalists,  as  the  friends  and  enemies  of  the 
Constitution  were  pleased  to  style .  themselves,  were  nearly  equal  in 
number.  The  convention  for  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  impor- 
tant instrument  met  at  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  the  dth  of  Januaiy, 
1788.  It  was  composed  of  nearly  four  hundred  del^ates,  represent- 
ing the  talent  and  patriotism  of  the  ancient  commonwealth,  as  well  as 
the  conflicting  interoste  of  opposing  parties.  The  debates  were  con- 
tinaed  nearly  a  month,  and  attracted  the  most  profound  attention 

be  BCMpted  tbe  niuoliclted  appolDtmant  of  FiMldent  of  Soutb  Cuolliu  College,  irilb  Uie  fOod 
kntlolpuioa  of  aadlDg  »  wmer  ollnikte  mors  cougenial  to  bli  pbjaloal  conatttQUon.  Orer  xhit 
iBtMr  InstltnCloD  he  piealded,  with  Blnuiat  nnprscedented  pi>paluity,  dniing  the  remkliKler  ol  hit 
life.    He  died  tt  Colambla,  S.  C,  June  4,  ISaft.  aged  tttj'^wo  yean. 

In  bli  penoQ  Dr.  Haxcy  ma  small  of  statare,  but  of  a  flue  and  Tell^roponlooed  fl^ore.  Hii 
features,  uyg  bis  biagnpher,  were  regnlu  and  manly,  Indicating  Intelligence  and  beuemlSDCS. 
and,  especially  In  oouversallini  and  pablio  speaking  they  were  stTongly  eipreetlTe.  Once  and 
dignity  were  also  combined  In  all  his  moyements.  His  writings,  or  "  Literary  Remains,"  edited  by 
the  Rbt.  I>i.  Romeo  Elton,  were  pobllshed  in  1S44,  In  a  handsome  octavo  Tolume.  Eight  yean  huer 
a  selection  from  his  "  Remains,"  consisting  of  collegiate  uddrssses,  was  pabllshedin  t«nd0D,  mail- 
ing a  pleasant  little  duodecimo  lolame  of  one  handred  and  ninety-one  pages.  Tbii  was  edited  by 
Dr.  EUoD.  Dr.  Haxcy  was  married  to  Susan,  daughter  of  Commodore  Esek  Hopkins,  of  Proil- 
dence,  a  name  Intimately  aasDClated  wlthtbehlstoryof  the  Revolution.  Besides  sererml  dangbtcn, 
they  had  four  sous,  all  liberally  educated.  His  brother,  tbe  Hon.  Virgil  Haxcy,  was  killed  by  tbe 
explosion  of  a  gun  on  bosj-d  the  United  States  steamship  Priiicaton. 

Vo  painted  canvas  or  sculptured  marble  psipetuatas  the  likeness  of  President  Haxey;  bal  so 
long,  says  Elton,  "  as  genius,  hallowed  and  sublimed  by  piety,  shall  command  veneration,  be  will  be 
remembered  In  bis  country  as  a  sCsr  of  the  first  magnitude." 

>  InVIrginlatbeoontestlasledmorethanthFeewBeks,  Patrick  Henry  speaking  against  tbe  Odo- 
Btltutlon  with  a  power  and  vehemence  never  aurpassed  by  him  on  any  prevloas  ocoaslorL  It  wsl 
Anally  adopted  by  a  majority  of  ten.  In  New  Hampshire  it  was  ratified  by  eleven  majority,  and  In 
the  great  State  Of  New  York  by  a  bare  majority  of  three,  after  the  Convention  had  been  in  seaeioD 
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tbroaghout  the  country.  Upon  the  fate  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
here,  it  was  suppoBed,  depended  the  fate  of  the  National  Government  j 
or,  as  Manning  expresses  it,  Massachusetts  was  considered  "  the  hinge 
on  which  the  whole  must  turn."  As  an  evidence  of  the  deep  interest 
which  he  felt  in  this  momentous  question,  we  quote  from  Mr.  How- 
land's  Memoir  the  following  passage :  — 

Dr.  MttanlDg  was  extremely  aolicUous  foe  ratiBcation.  He  viewed  the  situation- 
ol  tlie  eoantry  with  all  the  light  of  a  staMsman  and  a  pbiloBophei,  and  as  a  prudent 
and  weU-inlormed  citlten  he  took  hie  measuies  accordingly.  He  had  saved  the  College 
(aada  thioogh  the  fluctuations  and  storms  ol  one  revolation,  and  he  now  saw  them 
dluipated  and  lost  forever,  nnless  the  new  form  of  govarnment  should  be  established. 
He  knew  that  several  clergymen  with  whom  he  was  oonneoted  In  the  bonds  of  religious 
anion  were  members  of  the  convention,  and  that  they  were  geusratly  opposed  to  Che 
ratification.  He  therefore  repaired  to  Boston,  and  attended  the  debacee  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention.  His  most  valued  and  intimate  friend,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Btlllman, 
was  one  of  the  twelve  representatives  from  the  town  of  Boston  in  the  convention,  and 
zaalons  for  the  adoption;  and  in  their  frequent  interconrae  vrltb  their  friends  wbo 
were  members,  they  endeavored  to  remove  the  objections  of  snch  as  were  In  the  oppo- 
sition  With  the  Bev.  laaao  Baokiu,  who  was  a  delegate  from  the  town  of  Hiddle- 

borough,  and  considered  one  of  the  most  powerful  men  ot  the  Anti-Federal  party, 
they  were  not  able  to  succeed.  Tbe  qaeetion  of  ratification  was  Bnally  carried,  by  a 
majority  ot  nineteen  (one  hundred  and  elgbty-seven  yeas,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  nays),  after  a  fall  and  able  dlecaaaion.  The  writer  of  these  sketches  well  recol- 
lects the  cordial  congratulations  with  which  Dr.  Manning  greeted  his  friends  on  the 
decision  of  the  convention,  after  his  return  from  Boston. 

Mr.  Rowland  is  in  error  respecting  Backus,  as  the  following  extract 
from  his  diary,  which  we  6nd  in  Weston's  edition  of  his  history  (vol.  2, 
page  886)  shows.    It  will  repay  carefal  perusal  in  this  connection :  — 

A  new  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States  ot  America  was  finished  at  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  17,  ITST;  and  our  town  met  on  December  ITth  and  chose  four  delegates  to  meet 
in  Boston,  Jan.  9, 1788,  with  others  in  convention,  to  establish  or  reject  It;  of  which 
delegates  I  was  the  first,  without  the  least  motion  of  mine  that  way.  When  I  was  first 
informed  of  it,  on  December  20th,  I  thought  I  should  not  go,  but  as  religions  liberty  is 
concerned  in  tbe  aff^r,  and  many  were  earnest  for  my  going,  I  consented,  and  went  as 
far  as  Elder  Briggs's,  January  14th,  and  into  Boston  January  15th,  and  met  with  the 
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oonventloD  that  day  and  tbe  next  Id  the  BUM  Houm,  bat  «•  we  hid  not  room  enonsli 
thsre,  we  lemoTod,  the  ITtb,  to  Hi.  Belkn&p'a  meetlng-hooM,  In  Long  I«ne,'  where  we 
continued  out  meetings  from  day  to  day,  nntil  the  Conitttntion  was  rwtifled,  on  Feb- 
ruary Sth,  117  a  hundred  and  eigfaty-iereii  yea*  against  a  bnndred  and  slzty-elglit  nays, 
being  a  majority  of  nineteen.  Each  delegate  had  full  liberty.  In  hie  turn,  to  «i^  all  be 
pleased,  by  means  of  which  I  obtained  mnoh  more  light  aboot  the  extensive  affair*  of 
-oar  country,  the  nature  ol  the  proposed  Conetltation,  and  the  secaiity  of  the  ri^t* 
of  the  people  therein,  than  I  bad  when  I  went  from  home,  and  therefore  Totad  for  It. 
And  yet  Elder  Alden  of  BelUngham,  Elder  Hathbnn  of  Plttafield,  Blder  Ungley  of 
Waterbury,  Connty  of  York,  all  voted  against  it,  and  eo  did  two-thirds  of  the  Baptist 
members  of  the  convention,  of  which  there  were  above  twenty.  Elder  Stillman  and  I, 
witli  twelve  Congregational  ministers,  voted  for  it,  though,  doubtless,  with  very 
different  views.  The  exclnslon  of  any  hereditary,  lordly  power,  and  of  any  religiooi 
test,  I  view  as  oar  greatest  securities  In  this  Constitution ;  bnt  perhaps  many  mean  no 
more  thereby  than  the  exclusion  of  such  lordship  as  they  have  iiv  England,  and  of 
requiring  any  assent  to  any  prescribed  forma  of  faith  or  worship. 

In  connection  with  the  facts  stated  by  Howland,  we  cannot  forbear 
to  add  an  incident  mentioned  by  Dr.  Waterhouse,  which  we  find  quoted 
by  Professor  Goddard.  On  the  last  day  of  the  session  of  the  coDTen- 
tion,  and  before  the  final  question  was  taken,  the  President,  Governor 
Hancock,  invited  Dr.  Maiming  to  *' close  tbe  solenin  convocation  with 
thanksgiving  and  prayer."  Dr.  Manning,  though  taken  by  surprise, 
immediately  dropped  on  his  knees,  and  poured  out  his  heart  in  a  strain 
of  exalted  patriotism  and  fervid  devotion,  which  awakened  in  the  assem- 
bly a  mingled  sentiment  of  admiration  and  awe.  The  impression  which 
he  made  must  have  been  exti-aoidinary  ;  for,  says  Dr.  Waterhouse,  who 
dined  in  a  large  company,  after  the  adjournment,  "the  praise  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Manning  was  in  every  mouth.  Nothing  but  the  popularity  of 
Dr.  Stillman  prevented  the  rich  men  of  Boston  from  building  a  church 
for  Dt.  Manning's  acceptance." 

In  the  following  letter  Manning  alludes  to  his  attendance  upon  the 
debates  of  the  Massachusetts  Convention:  — 

i  UcMaater,  *■  Che  Lang  Lane  that 
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To  THE  Brv.  Ds.  Rbzrkiah  Shitb. 

Phovidkncb,  Feb.  11, 1788. 
Hv  DiAft  8ik:  — This  morning  was  handed  me  7onr  Bgreeable  favor  of  the  30th  alt. 
I  am  bapp;  to  hear  that  you  and  youn  enjoy  health ;  bnt  sorr;  that  wltb  me  70a  have 
caoBo  to  complain  of  the  low  state  of  religion.  To  he  nsefnl,  Is  and  must  be  tha  wish  of 
•very  good  man ;  but  perhaps  we  may  not  always  he  the  most  competent  judges  of  oor 
naetalness.  Ood  may  be  doing  that  by  ns,  which  we  little  think  of,  that  mayredoHnd 
to  bis  glory.  One  or  two,  I  hope,  have  lately  met  with  a  change  amongst  us,  and 
there  appears  a  greater  degree  of  attention  than  tor  some  time  past.  T  continue  still 
to  proooh  to  the  people  as  a  supply,  till  Mr.  Skanlord,  from  New  York,  actives,  whom 
the  chnrch  and  congregation  have  unanimously  chosen  their  pastor.  He  is  expected  as 
soon  OS  winter  breaks.  He  paid  ns  a  visit  at  the  Invitation  of  the  committee  last 
Christmas,  and  spent  two  Lord's  Days  with  ns  to  great  oeoeptance.  He  was  to  have 
been  with  ns  by  the  middle  of  this  month,  but  had  a  three  weeks  passage  back.  Elder 
Asa  Hunt  called  on  me  last  week  on  his  way  from  Yirginia,  where  he  has  been  tor  sev- 
eral months,  having  travelled  seven  hundred  miles  In  that  state,  and  preached,  I 
think,  seventy  times.  He  brings  refreshing  tidings  of  the  work  of  the  Lord  there,  and 
of  the  great  Increase  of  our  charches.  Two  most  agreeable  letters  I  received  from 
respectable  ministers  there,  of  whom  I  had  not  before  heard.  One  of  them  mentions 
that  there  are  about  one  hundred  Baptist  churches  In  that  state,  averaging  each  at 
leaat  one  hundred  members.  Great  additions  are  dally  making  to  them,  and  they  call 
alond  tor  ministers  of  education.    I  never  wanted  to  visit  that  country  so  mnch  as 

The  College  continues  gradually  to  Increase.  ThsezpaDseof  boarding  In  commons, 
toltlon,  room-tent,  and  library  and  apparatus  privileges,  granting  one-fourth  of  the 
year  for  vacations,  amounts  to  Just  £20  Bs.  Dd.  lawful  money  {about  slsty-elght  dollars) 
at  present,  but  I  expect  the  commons  will  be  lowered  aa  soon  as  stability  In  govern- 
ment takes  place, —  a  period  I  now  hope  not  tar  distant.  Wood  Is  about  twelve  sbll- 
llngs  per  cord;  and  other  incidental  expenses  as  moderate  here,  or  more  so,  than  at 
Dartmouth.  Two  of  our  young  men  the  Commencement  before  were  at  Dartmouth, 
Governor  Bowen's  son  and  Hr.  Nicholas  Brown's  son,  who  made  particular  inquiry, 
and  tbey  assure  me  that  the  expense  of  Uving  equally  well  was  greater  there  than  here. 
I  make  not  a  donbtbut  he  would  dnd  his  account  In  coming  to  Providence,  and  we 
should  be  happy  to  receive  him  and  do  well  by  him.  I  hope  to  have  more  particulars 
of  yoat  last  fall  tonr.  The  reason  of  Brother  Qano's  leaving  New  York,  is  want  of  an 
adequate  support,  which  falls  through  the  opposition  of  a  certain  Mt.  Bobbins  and  liis 
adherents  In  that  church,  who  wish  to  govern  it  in  their  own  way. 
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I  kit  ao  deeply  Intereited  In  the  adoption  of  the  new  Federal  Conatttation  by  jxmt 
■tat*,  that  I  attendAd  the  debatea  In  convention  more  than  a  tortnlght,  and  expacted  to 
have  aeon  70a  at  Boston  on  that  oocaaloa.  I  coniideTsd  Haasachnaetta  the  hinge  on 
which  the  whole  must  tarn,  and  am  bapp;  in  congratulating  ;on  on  the  (avoiable 
iaane  of  their  deliberations.  I  am  mortlfled  to  find  Father  Alden  among  (he  nqrt. 
The  good  work  at  New  London  and  ita  vlaiuitf ,  I  am  told,  increoaea,  and  has  spread  to 
Norwich ;  and  tfaeie  la  a  great  awakening  where  Grow  uaed  to  preach,  and  in  Canada 
Pariah.  Please  to  present  my  best  reapects  to  Hrs.  Smith  and  lamll;  and  other  bienda, 
in  which  Hra.  Manning  Joina  with,  dear  air, 

Jambs  MAxnims. 

From  this  time  Dr.  Manning  held  no  political  office,  although  he 
always  took  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  was  thoronghly 
familiar  with  the  discussions  and  controversies  of  the  day.  The  final 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  by  the  people  of  Rhode  Island, 
notwithstanding  the  persistent  and  bitter  hostility  of  its  opponents, 
who  were  mostly  residents  of  the  country  towns  and  villages,  was  a 
result  due  in  no  small  measure,  doubtless,  to  his  wise  counsels  and 
superior  influence.  How  bitter  and  determined  was  the  hostility  may 
be  learned  from  the  following  statement  made  by  the  Hon.  Rowland 
Hazard  in  his  oration  delivered  at  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone  of 
the  new  State  House,  Thursday,  Oct.  15,  1896 :  — 

On  the  24tb  of  Jane,  1T88,  the  news  was  received  at  Providence  that  New  Hampahlt« 
had  ratlSed  the  Conatitution.  The  partisans  of  ratillcation  proposed  to  celebrate  the 
occasion.  New  Hampshire  was  the  ninth  state;  her  ratillcation  made  the  final  adop- 
tion certain.  Preparation!)  were  made  on  a  large  scale  to  make  a  double  celebration  on 
the  ajiproaclilng  Foiirtli  at  July.  A  whole  ox  was  to  be  roasted  and  speeches  were  to 
be  made.  The  place  Delected  waa  on  the  north  side  ot  the  cove,  just  below  where  we 
now  Htand.  But  a  protext  came  up  from  all  the  country  parts  of  the  State.  The  nighi 
before  the  day  nxed  for  the  barbecue,  over  one  thousand  armed  men  marched  to  this 
hill,  detOFmlned  to  atop  the  mercymahing.  A  parley  ensued,  and  the  celebration  was 
finnlly  allowed  to  proceed  with  the  nnderstauding  that  It  was  to  celebrate  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  only.  No  allusloa  was  to  be  made  to  the  ratiacation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. With  tbia  compromise  the  ox  was  roasted,  general  hilarity  prevailed,  and 
the  country  and  city  were  harmonized. 
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We  present  Dr.  Manning's  coTrespondence  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  commencing  with  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rippon,  of  London. 

LOMDOX,  Feb.  M,  ITSe. 
Rbvbkbhd  A.tiD  Deah  Sih: 

I  havfl  but  a  few  minutes  to  spare  this  forenoon,  whicb  should  have  been  devoted  to 
your  service,  having  passed  in  company,  vlitch  unexpectedly  has  detained  me.  How- 
ever, I  most  sincerely  thank  you  tor  the  short  but  comprehensive  sketch  of  Tellglons 
affairs  communicated  in  your  last  of  September,  1T8T,  and  also  tor  yont  r«spectlul 
Introduction  of  the  Seleciions'  M  the  Chelmsford  Assoolatlon.  The  flrat  edition  of 
three  thousand  is  gone,  except  about  fifty  books,  and  the  second  edition,  I  hope,  will  be 
quite  printed  off  In  April  next.  In  ease  it  meet*  with  the  approbation  of  our  Amerlctia 
brethren,  and  there  Is  any  probability  of  its  8preiid,woald  it  be  against  ftuy  rale  of  your 
Association  to  advertise  the  second  edition?  I  have  mentioned  this  to  one  or  two 
brethren  on  your  side  of  the  water.  No  book  printed  In  any  time  has  had  so  rapid  a 
sale  among  the  Baptists  as  this. 

With  this  please  to  accept  a  pamphlet  or  (wo,  by  which  you  will  see  in  noma  measure 
what  we  are  about  in  this  country.  The  three  denominations  of  Presbyterians,  Inde- 
pendents, and  Anti-Pedobaptists  In  this  city  are  united  together  by  a  politieal  bond. 
We  met  about  a  week  since,  and  drew  up  a  petition  to  Parliament  for  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade.  The  meeting  was  perfectly  unantmons.  We  tear  that  there  will  be 
great  opposition  to  the  petition,  but  we  hope  to  prevent  the  importation  of  any  more 
slaves,  from  Africa  at  least.  The  petitions  to  be  presented  by  clerical  and  political 
bodies  are  likely  to  be  numerous  and  very  general.  While  so  many  thousands  are 
nobly  engaged  in  this,  the  caune  of  humanity,  may  you  succeed  in  your  own  peculiar 
career,  distinguished  from  every  other  by  a  "  glory  that  excelleth." 

YoD  mention  the  number  of  sixty  students.  Of  what  advantage  may  the  wise  and 
good  among  these  be,  not  only  to  the  present  but  future  geaerations !  Long  may  you 
live,  and  under  your  auspices  may  the  College  enjoy  your  felicity;  and  in  a  remote 
period,  when  the  public  prints  announce  that  Dr.  Manning  was,  may  it  be  said,  "  He 
shone  through  a  long-lengthened  day,  the  ornament  and  boast  of  all  his  connections,  and 
then  set,  like  the  sun,  to  rise  and  shiue  forever." 

Indeed,  dear  air,  I  do  feel  a  great  anion  of  heart  to  you,  and  to  many  of  our  brethren 

1 "  A  Selection  ot  Hynms  from  Che  best  autbors,  intended  Co  be  an  Appendix  to  Dr.  WaCti'a 
Pnlnuand  Hjmns.  By  John  Rippon,  A.  M."  Umo.  London.  Printed  by  Thomu  WatklDS ;  and 
•old  on  vaek-dsyi  at  the  vestry  of  Hr.  Rlppon's  meetlag-hoase.  17BT.  A  copy  of  the  leoond  edi- 
tion, with  the  portrait  of  tbe  aathor  for  the  frontispiece.  Is  in  the  writer's  pOMdnlon.  It  was  a 
presentsCian  copy  from  Dr.  Rippon  to  Mrs.  Manning. 


,,Google 


464  BEOWN  UKITEESITT  Ckap.  XIL 

on  70111  aids  of  th«  Atlantic.    It  woald  be  an  unutterable  ioj  irate  it  in  my  power  to  do- 
them  an7  serrioe,  but  U  I  can  show  m;  love  to  them  no  othai  way, 

"  Mr  »al  ihaU  prar  toi  Zlon  «tlU, 
Wblle  lUe  or  breatti  remaiiu ; 
77i«n!  my  beat  friendi,  m;  kindred  dwell, 
Then  Ood  1117  aavlonr  relgni." 

Hr.  Stlllman's  account  of  Mlas  Stillman's  death  was  very  affecting,  and  edltying. 
How  plain  It  Is  that  true  reUgton  le  produced  in  the  heart  of  good  men  by  "  the  sell- 
aame  spirit  I" 

I  shall  rejoice  to  have  a  long  letter  from  you,  as  you  would  have  had  from  me,  bat 
for  the  reason  mentioned  before.  I  have  not  time  to  read  this  scrawl,  bnt  I  shoald 
suppress  some  of  the  first  emotioua  of  my  mind,  ware  I  not  to  anbscrlbe  myself  eret, 
ever  vtry  nfeOioTtaieiy, 

Yonr  obliged  brother  in  Christ, 

John  Rirroir. 

P.  S.— Please  to  remember  me  to  Doctor  Drowne.  I  hope  to  writehlm,  andstialllw 
very  glad  to  receive  a  line  from  falm. 

To  THE  Rav.  THOiua  Dstick,  FBtUkOWLrsiA. 

Pbovhibhck,  Aug.  21,  JT88. 
Mt  DijtB  BaoTHKB: 

Yours  of  June  10th  was  long  in  coming,  but  is  now  before  me.  I  am  glad  toliesr 
that  you  are  so  happiiy  restored  as  to  be  able  to  preach  to  the  people,  bnt  sorry  thai 
yoD  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  low  state  of  religion  amongst  yon.  I  hope  yoa  may 
see  better  days  In  Philadelphia.  It  ts  a  compli^nlng  time.  Id  general,  among  miniiten. 
Perhaps  they,  themselves,  if  properly  engaged,  mlghtlln  part  prevent  the  cause  o(  it. 
My  own  dlfflcuttles,  I  know,  call  for  the  exercise  of  Christian  fortitude,  but  I  find  It 
easier  to  talk  of  than  to  exercise  it.  I  thank  you,  however,  for  the  Just  remarks  con- 
tained in  your  letter.  I  agree  with  yon  that  the  gospel  Is  an  estimable  jewel,  which  we 
cannot  too  highly  prize.  May  we  be  properly  anointed  by  the  glorious  hopes  which  H 
is  calculated  to  Inspire. 

Brother  Caleb  Blood,  of  Newtown,  is  the  person  whom  I  menttoned  to  have  removed 
to  Vermont.  Our  Brother  Joseph  Orofton  of  this  town  and  church,  is  ordained  aod 
settled  In  his  place,  whose  labors  appear  to  be  owned  amongst  the  people.  He  wa« 
here  lost  week.  Elders  Backus,  Hunt,  and  Williams  have  lately  visited  us,  who  ar« 
well.  I  am  told  there  Is  a  happy  revival  at  Brldgewater,  under  the  ministry  of  Brother 
Robinson,    Nothing  new  respecting  the  College  has  occurred  since  our  last.    Foasiblf 
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r  ma;  see  7011  this  tall  at  Philadelphia,  tia  I  have  thougbtii  of  visiting  New  York. 
Please  to  make  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Ustlck  and  the  family,  In  which  Mrs.  MaunliiK 
anltes,  with,  dear  sir, 

Yonr  nuHorthy  brother, 

JiMEB  Hamniko. 

To  TBI  Ret.  Dr.  Hkzekiah  Smith. 

Pbovobhce,  June  10, 1T88. 
Dbab  Sik: 

Tours  of  the  6tb  inet.  came  to  hand  a  few  boms  since,  by  Mr.  Hesser.*  We  have 
examined  and  entered  the  yonng  gentleman  into  the  SophomoTe  class,  chuugh  he  had 
not  read  quite  so  much  as  the  olaae.    His  abilities  and  proflciency  appear  very  good; 

>  Rev.  Asa  Hauar,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  He  was  born  in  Hetbuan,  Mua.,  bi  the  jear  ITSS.  His  fatber 
inM  a  tarmar  on  (be  banks  of  the  Harrlmac.  At  tbe  age  of  tbirtean  be  left  tbe  town  icbool  In  bl* 
native  place,  and  went  to  Uve  in  HaTerblll,  wbera  for  nearly  a  year  be  was  olsrk  in  a  wbolasala 
grocery  store.  HsTiag  given  op  bis  clerkship,  he  statlled  for  seToral  yaars  under  tbe  Ingtrnotion 
of  Rar.  Dr.  Smltb,  and  in  17%,  as  Hannlng  here  states,  entered  tbe  Sophomore  class.  In  bis  diary, 
nndeF  date  of  Monday.  Jane  2,  Smith  writes :  — ■<  Then  Asa  Meuer  quit  bis  learning  with  me  to  go  to 
calleKB."  It  is  no  email  compliment  to  his  Instructor,  that  in  the  midst  ol  hia  duties  as  the  pastor 
of  a  large  and  flourishing  church,  anil  after  six  years  in  the  army  as  a  brigade  chaplain,  be  oat  only 
lilted  hiB  pupil  for  college,  bot  also  taught  him  advanced  studies,  so  tbst  be  entered  at  tbe  close 
nearly  of  the  second  year.  He  was' graduated  in  ITSO.  Soon  afterwards  be  became  interested  In 
religions  truth,  was  baptized,  and  received  Into  the  fellowship  ol  tbe  cburch  In  Providence,  of 
which  I>r.  Maxcy  was  then  pastor.  By  this  church  he  was.  in  1192,  licensed  to  preach,  and  in  IBDI 
be  received  ordtnation.  He  was  elected  a  tutor  of  the  College  in  ITU,  and  remained  In  thie  olBce 
till  he  was  eleoCed.  in  ITM,  Froleiaor  of  the  Learned  Languages,  In  179ft  he  was  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  HathematicB  and  Natural  Fbilosopby;  and  tbis  station  he  continued  to  hold  until  the 
resignstloa  of  I>r,  Maxcy,  In  1802,  when  be  was  chosen  President.  For  twenty-four  years  he  pre- 
sided over  the  alTairg  of  the  College;  dilijtently  and  efllciencly  participating  in  tl  "  " 
hutructiDD,  and  Buperviilng,  with  nc  common  practical  sagacliy,  Its  <~ 
he  resigned  tbe  oflice  of  Pieildent.  PainesBlni;,  says  hie  lilograiiber,  a 
fmic  In  part  of  bis  lisbiliial  rnigaKty,  he  was  enableit  tn  iinss  the  remaliKler  of  his  life  in  tbe 
enjoyment  of  Independent  lelanre.  After  hlg  relirement  from  collegiate  tnlia.bis  fellow^itliens 
of  {"rovidence  elected  him,  for  several  years,  tii  reeponnlble  municipal  trutts;  and  these  trusts  he 
discharged  with  his  characteristic  punctuality  and  uprightness.  He  died  Uct.  11,  IIKK,  In  tbe 
siitj'-clghtb  year  of  bis  age. 

l>r,  Messer  was  married  to  Deborah  Angell.  hy  whom  ho  bad  four  children,  a  son  that  died  in 
infancy,  and  three  daughters.  The  voungeBt  daughter  was  married  to  the  Into  Hon.  Horace  Mann, 
and  the  second  to  Sidney  ^'iUianis.  Ksq.,  of  Taunton,  Uass,  Mr.  Vllliams  resitlad  for  many  years 
on  the  paternal  estate.    Tbe  eldest  daughter  was  never  married. 

Dr.  Me«aar'B"rebgious  opinions."  says  Professor  Qoddsrd,  "  especially  for  the  last  twenty  years 
of  his  life,  corresponded  nearly  to  tliose  of  the  Qeaeial  Baptists  of  England,  He  was  a  strenuous 
advocate  for  tbe  supremacy  of  the  Scriptures,  and  for  their  entire  sathciency  in  matters  of  faltb 
and  practice.  As  a  preacher,  be  wanted  the  attractive  graces  of  elocntion ;  but  be  never  failed  to 
address  to  tbe  understanding  and  tlie  conscience  tbe  most  clear  and  [cogent  eiblbitlonsot  tbe 
great  practical  truths  of  the  Bible.  For  what  Is  termed  polite  literature  he  had  no  particular 
fondness,  but  be  was  a  good  cisaslcai  scholar,  and  wss  well  versed  In  the  mathematics  and  tbe 
several  branchte  of  natural  pbilosopby.    In  mor^  science,  also,  we  have  known  few  better  reason- 
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uid  from  joat  comtnendatlon  of  him  we  hope  ha  will  do  well.    Am  obliged  to  yon  (or 
7oar  Interest  !□  forwarding  him. 

I  re}olcs  to  hear  of  the  Lord's  work  at  Byfleld  and  Rowley.  Hope  It  may  become 
■miveraal.  Then  Haverhill  and  Piovidence  will  receive  a  bleaaing.  Am  aarprued 
that  mine  in  answer  to  yours  of  Maich  ITth,  and  ever;  other  I  have  tec^ved,  has  doi 
reached  you.  I  have  been  punctual  In  writing,  and  giving  you  all  tbe  Information  I 
could.  Our  wicked  State  has  rejected  the  Coustltatlon  by  the  town  meetings  to  which 
the  Legislature  sent  it,  instead  of  complying  with  tbe  recommendation  of  the  General 
Convention.  Our  rulers  are  deliberately  wicked,  but  tbe  people  of  some  of  the  towns 
begin  to  wake  up  since  South  Carollaa  baa  adopted  tbe  new  Constitution,  and  Massa- 
chuaetts  has  so  effectually  crushed  Bhayism.  Hy  visit  to  New  York  was  very  short 
and  full  ol  business,  so  that  I  did  not  go  to  visit  one  of  my  brothers  or  sisters,  though  I 
was  at  the  Plains.  Hy  object  was  to  assist  Brother  Gano  off  tor  Kentucky,  which  took 
up  all  my  time.  I  heard  from  none  of  your  friends.  Indeed,  I  had  no  opportunity. 
Hr.  Gano  with  his  family  left  the  Plains  the  first  Wednesday  in  May.  Many  families 
ot  his  people,  Mr.  Van  Horn's  and  Mr.  Hart's,  are  gone  also,  and  more  are  proposing. 
A  surprising  spirit  of  emigration  prevails  there.  The  church  at  New  York  is  without 
a  tnpply,  and  probably  will  be  for  a  time.  Mr.  Stanford  is  still  very  acceptable  to  all 
evangelical  hearers.    The  house  is  pretty  full,  but  he  meets  with  some  trials.    Two 


rMber  for  wisdom  tluu  tor  wit;  ruther  for  grave  procMaei  of  ntloolnatiou  than  for  tbe  kIc; 
froUca  of  fancy.  In  1824  he  received  from  Kuru-d  UnlTOrBlty  the  hODorary  d^ree  of  Docxot  of 
Dlilally,  having  prerkHuly  received  the  same  degree  from  his  Alha  Hatkb,  and  that  of  DocMr 
of  Laws  from  the  Uolrerslt;  of  Yenaant." 

"  I  cannot  remambei,"  wys  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  A.,  Park,  In  a  recent  letter  which  he  fnralslied  tat 
Spragne's  Amials  of  the  American  Pulpit.  "  Ihe  time  when  I  was  noc  fanxillu  with  tbe  ooimleaaiWB 
of  President  Uessei.  Before  I  eatered  college  I  saw  him  eierr  week,  and  while  I  was  a  memba 
of  college  I  saw  htm  every  day ;  and  no  one  who  has  ever  seen  him  can  ever  forget  him.  Hla  Indl- 
vldnality  ms  made  unmistakable  by  hie  physloal  frame.  This,  while  it  was  above  the  aTaage 
height,  was  also  in  breadth  an  emblem  of  the  BXpaoalTenosa  ol  bis  moutal  capacity.  A  '  kuig 
head '  was  vulgarly  ascribed  to  him,  but  it  was  breadth  that  marked  tats  forehead ;  tbrae  was  an 
expressive  breadth  in  his  ntaxtllary  bones;  bis  broad  shoulders  ware  a  sign  of  ttie  weight  whldi 
he  was  able  to  bear ;  his  manner  of  walking  was  a  noticeable  symbol  ol  tbe  reach  of  hla  mtsd ;  be 
swung  his  cane  far  and  wide  as  he  walked,  and  no  observer  would  doub 
entman;  be  gesticulated  broadly  as  he  preached;  hlseounclatlon  was 

whelming,  sometimes  gbrtu,  but  was  charactarlzed  by  a  breadth  of  tone  and  a  prolonged  ai 
which  added  to  Us  momentum,  and  made  an  indelible  impress  on  the  memory.  His  pupils,  wb«a 
they  had  been  unfaithful,  trembled  before  hta  expansive  frown,  as  it  portended  a  rebnke  wblcb 
would  well-nigh  devour  them ;  and  they  felt  a  dilating  of  tbe  whole  soul  when  they  ware  greeied 
with  his  good  and  honest  and  broad  smile.  ...  As  a  son,  brother,  hosbaad,  father,  be  was  tlw 
central  object  of  attraction,  and  the  beams  ot  Joy  and  love  uniformlf  radiated  from  htm  over  all 
tha  Inmates  of  his  happy  home." 

A  tine  portrait       him  lias  recently  been  added  to  the  collection  in  Sayles  M  — 
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w«elu  ago  Mr.  AUaon  of  Bordentown  paid  us  a  vialt,  and  entered  a  yonng  gentleman 
in  the  Junior  Class. 

The  College  haa  more  itodenta  than  ever  It  had;  conaequently  my  servlceB  are 
greater  than  ever.  Our  oldest  tutor,  Bobbins,  has  been  unable  to  do  any  duty  since 
laat  December,  and  is  gone  to  Connecticut,  five  weehs  since,  from  whom  we  have  had 
no  cettaln  acconnts.  I  doubt  his  over  being  we)  lagain,  or  tafaing  hts  place  In  College. 
So  yon  see  I  mnst  deny  myself  the  pleasure  ol  attending  the  New  Hampshire  Associa- 
tion. The  state  of  religion  In  New  Torlc  la  not  as  promising  as  In  times  past.  Near 
Peekskill  and  higher  npH  flourishes,  and  so  It  doee  In  the  Jerseys  under  the  ministry  of 
Brother  Wilson.  The  New  York  church  Las  sent  out  a  flaming  young  preacher,  Tommy 
Hontagne,  who  outshines  ni  all  they  say.  I  think  the  church  at  New  Totk  has  som» 
thoughts  of  Brother  Foster  at  Newport,  and  he  of  them.  He  visita  them  by  request  in 
Jnly.  My  spring  letters  from  London  bring  nothing  ol  importance  now,  except  th» 
completion  of  the  second  edition  of  Hr.  Booth's  treatise  on  Baptism,  which  Is  mnch 
enlarged.  I  have  not  perosed  tt.  My  best  love  to  Mrs.  Smith  and  family,  in  which,  as 
well  as  to  yourself  and  si)  friends,  Mrs.  Manning  cordially  unites  with,  dear  sir, 
Tonrs,  etc.. 

Jambs  Mumma. 

The  Commenceinent  for  this  year  occurred  on  Wednesday,  Septem- 
ber Sd.  As  the  day,  says  the  passing  record,  was  fine,  so  the  concouise 
of  people  was  prodigious.  The  procession  —  composed  of  the  Corpora- 
tion and  officers,  of  the  graduates  and  students,  of  the  clergy  and  other 
literati,  who  attended  from  abroad  in  greater  numben  than  ever  before 
—  began  in  the  usual  order  at  College,  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  was  escorted  to  the  Baptist  meeting-hoose  by  the  gal- 
lant company  of  artillery  commanded  by  Colonel  Tilllnghast.  In  look- 
ing over  the  exercises  on  this  occasion,  we  notice,  besides  the  salntAtory 
oration  in  Latin,  an  oration  in  Heln^w  on  the  eloquence  of  the  Scrip- 
tares,  an  oration  in  French  on  letters  in  general,  an  oration  in  Greek 
on  the  importance  of  encouraging  genius,  a  dialogue  in  blank  veise  on 
the  situation  and  prospeotfi  of  America,  and  a  comic  dialogue  to  ridicule 
&Ise  learning.  As  was  the  custom  at  all  the  earlier  Commencements 
of  the  College,  the  exercises  were  continued  through  the  day,  with  a 
recess  at  noon.  The  valedictory  oration  was  pronounced  by  Amos 
Maine  Atwell,  of  Providence.    Among  those  who  graduated  on  this 
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occasion  was  James  Burrill,'  who  for  sixteen  years  was  succeesiTelj 
elected,  amid  all  the  vicissitudes  and  oompetitioiis  of  party,  to  the 
responsible  office  of  Attorney-General  of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  afl«r- 
wardfl  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

Fboh  TBI  Riv.  HoBour  Edwakim. 

Phu-adku-bu,  Aug.  18, 1788. 
Ht  Oli>  ACQVAiNTurcK: 

I  am  now  tbinkiDB  how  long  It  Is  slnoe  yon  and  I  hare  wen  each  other**  I*m  ot 
peiDsed  each  other's  letters ;  and  what  the  reason  Is,  and  whose  fanit  <if  a  fault)  It  la. 
Bnt  aa  the  Inqniry  hardlj  deserves  a  declstoD,  I  let  all  pass  in  alienee,  tb*t  I  may  pro- 
ceed to  Inquire  after  jonr  present  atate  ot  health.  I  hope  tbla  will  find  yon  In  a  eon- 
fortabte  situation^  at  least  I  wish  It  may.  I  leel  as  wall  and  as  itrong  as  an  old  nan 
ot  siKty-aeren  years  can  expect  to  be. 

Some  years  ago  I  ,aeot  you  a'mauusorlpt*;  whether  yon  received  it  or  not  I  cannot 
•aj.  It  waa  a  collection  ot  some  historical  facts  relative  to  the  Baptists.  If  you  have 
the  book,  please  return  it  to  me  as  soon  aa  conveniency  ofters.    Herewith  I  send  yon  a 

iHon.  James  BnrrlU.LL.D.,  was  bom  Id  Providence  In  ITTS.  Hewu  prepared  tOr  Collc^  by 
WlUtam  WliUnsOD,  Esq..  then  an  eminent  olHSloal  snd  nutliematlcal  taaober  In  tbst  town.  He 
gTSduaCed  at  tbe  earlf  age  ot  sixteen,  and,  after  completing  bis  profeulonal  stndies,  conunenoed, 
at  the  age  ot  nlTwteen,  the  practice  of  law  in  bU  native  town.  9o  rapid  was  hU  rise  at  the  bar, 
that,  at  tbe  age  of  twenty-flve,  be  was  elected  by  tbe  people  to  the  office  of  Attorney-General,  and 
this  afflce  he  contlaued  to  bold  for  about  sixteen  yeari.  until  bodily  loflimlty  campellsd  hini  to 
retire  from  tlie  bar.  In  ISM  he  waa  elected  Cblsf  Justlca  of  tbe  Supreme  Coort  of  Rhode  lalacd, 
and  a  few  months  afterwarda  a  Senator  In  Congresi.  He  attended  only  fonr  sessions  of  that  body, 
—  bla  valuable  lite  having  been  premnturely  terminated  by  a  pulmonary  diseaae.  Dec.  SB,  UM,  la 
tbe  forty-nlntli  year  ol  bis  age,  "  During  his  abort  career  In  Gongresa,"  aaya  Profeseor  Ooddard, 
"Hr.  BnrrllJ  won  for  bimself  a  very  bigb  rank.  To  the  Senate  ot  the  United  Staiea  there  perhaiM 
never  had  belonged  a  more  useful  leglslatar  or  a  more  practical  statesman.    All  wbo  knew  XT. 

In  tbe  opflrallona  of  hla  mind  there  waa  no  indlcaclon  of  ezuesa,  of  teebleneaa,  or  ot  confualon.  On 
tbe  contrary,  he  was  always  Jnaicloua,  Inmlnons,  and  forcible.  —  maacer  of  an  infinite  variety  at 
tacts  and  principles,  and  ever  ready  In  applying  tbem.  He  aeldom  wrote,  althon^  hg  waa  "*|-*"* 
of  writing  well  J  audit  la  aad  to  think  tbaC  bis  tame,  aa  a  lawyei  and  ai  ■  aUteamaa,  must  soon 
become  only  a  matter  of  dim  traditionary  recollection."  Jamea  Bnrrlll  Angell,  a  diattngulshed 
graduate  of  tbe  College.  In  tbe  class  of  IMS,  and  the  able  President  of  tbe  University  of  Mldifgaii. 
at  Ann  Arbor,  waa  named  from  tbla  graduate  of  ITSS. 

■Tbe  "Hannacrlpt"  here  referred  to  was  Edvarda'a  "  Materlala  towards  a  HIatory  of  tbe  Bap- 
tists In  Bhode  Island,"  to  wblcb  we  are  ao  largely  Indebted  for  our  hlatory  of  tbe  Collie  Clianer. 
It  Is  a  quarto  volume  of  aeveral  hundred  pages.  Backus  had  the  use  of  It  tn  the  preparation  of  Ua 
history,  and  after  bim  tbe  late  Dr.  Benedict.  It  la  now  In  tbe  poaasaalon  of  Uw  Bbode  lalaad  BUs- 
torical  Society. 
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•nutU  piece  newl;  pnblMifld.    Yoar  Tamuke  npon  tt  wtU  be  inCereatiug  to  me  m  ui 
editor,  eapedftlly  It  it  ahoutd  p«H  through  anotheT  editdon. 
M7  love  and  good  wlsbea  attend  yon  and  youra. 

H.  BnwAKsa. 

Tmom  thb  Rbt.  Dr.  Calxb  Btanr. 

Down  Emd,  mur  Brhtoi.,  Sept.  20, 1788. 
Dcut  SDt; 

As  a  memorial  ol  my  trlendHhlp,  and  aome  slight  atonement  for  former  neglecu,  I 
write  yoa  this  billet  by  my  dear  Brother  and  SUter  UuUett,  to  thank  yon  tor  yoar 
former  atteuttona  to  the  flrat,  and  to  commend  them  both  to  yonr  tnrther  notice.  Our 
Mixletlaa  and  emotions  at  parting  with  those  yro  have  eo  mnch  reMon  to  love,  and 
eapeelally  with  a  sister  endeared  to  ns  tiom  her  earliest  intancy  by  every  quality  that 
can  reader  any  character  truly  respectable  and  truly  amiable,  are  not  to  be  described. 
Bat  we  cast  all  our  care  on  that  God  who  careth  for  all  those  who  trust  In  him,  and 
has  promised  not  to  leave  nor  forsake  them. 

I  enclose  yoD  a  few  Association  letters,  etc.,  which  may  give  you  more  Information 
than  I  have  leisure  to  communicate.  Dr.  Stennett's  Sermons  on  the  Parable  of  the 
Sower  yon  have  doubtless  seen.  They  are  tniljr  excellent,  as  giving  the  best  Instruc- 
tions to  preachers  as  well  as  hearers.  I  would  also  recommend  to  your  notice  Dr. 
Priestley's  Lectures  on  Hlatory,  as  the  best  book  on  that  Interesting  snblect  I  ever  met 
with.  If  I  can  I  will  herewith  send  It,  and  beg  your  acceptance  of  it  for  the  Library  of 
yoar  College.  J  wisb  also  to  acquaint  yon  with  the  reosoos  we  have  to  expect  soon  a 
capital  history  of  the  Baptists,  by  Robert  Bobiasoa  of  Cambridge,  aad,  If  possible,  will 
get  some  of  his  letters  to  me  on  (hat  subject  transcribed  for  that  parpoee. 

It  gives  me  ao  small  ooncero  to  Aad  your  government  making  so  disgraceful  adgure 
amongst  the  other  sister  states.  Barely,  it  they  knew  how  foreigners  look  upon  them, 
they  would  blash.  I  shoatd,  however,  have  scarcely  ventured  to  say  this,  11  I  could 
not  have  added  that  I  am  happy  to  And  the  town  of  Providence  shines  forth  as  a 
Innlnoaa  spot  upon  this  dork  mass,  and  appears  the  brighter  lor  the  darknees  which 
•orrouada  it. 

Wbat  shall  I  say  to  tempt  yoa  to  renew  a  correspondence  you  have  hitherto  found  so 
Imltless  7  Hay  I  not  remind  yon  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive  ?  And 
yoa  have  macfa  to  give  which  will  be  thanktutly  received,  though  you  may  receive 
little  or  nothing  in  return.  I  shall  also  be  glad  to  hear  ol  the  general  state  ol  religion 
la  America,  ol  the  progress  of  clvliiKation,  etc..  In  Kentucky,  the  prosperity  of  the 
Baptist  College,  the  health  and  usefulness  of  Its  worthy  PreBideut,  etc.  And  you  may 
possibly,  now  my  connections  with  America  are  so  tender,  And  me  a  more  punctual.  If 
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not  a  mote  Intelllgenl  corroBpondent  than  T  have  hitherto  been.  Dr.  PrlMtley'a  wiit- 
IngB  in  the  theological  line  70a  are  probably  no  BtrHngev  to,  and  luTely  he  baa  gone  to 
the  ne  plvt  ultra  ol  heresy.  Further  he  cannot  bo  ^nd  retain  the  name  of  Chrtatian,  lot 
the  substance  of  Christianity  he  has  long  since  discArded.  I  am  preaching  a  tew  ser- 
mons on  the  Atonement,  in  opposition  to  his  strange,  nasuppoited  notions.  8nch  doc- 
trines cannot  long  prevail.    They  have  no  internal  energy. 

I  have  heard  an  excellent  character  of  the  sod  ol  the  late  Jonathan  Edwards.  Can 
you  give  me  any  anecdotes  respecting  him? 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  with  every  wish  the  aincerest  friendship  can  dictate  for  yon  and 
your  family  and  extensive  connections, 

Yoar  afteotlonato  friend  and  lirothar, 

Calbb  BvAm. 

P.  S.  —  I  write  this  in  haste,  at  s  country  retreat  fonr  miles  from  town,  and  have  not 
my  papers  with  me,  or  I  would  make  a  regular  acknowledgment  of  your  repeated 
favors  before  and  since  the  safe  arrival  of  the  hooka. 

I  had  like  to  have  forgot  to  say,  do  you  want  a  good  linguist  to  aasiat  In  the  Collie 
or  grammar  school  with  yon,  or  to  send  to  Kentucky?  A  young  man  of  this  descrip- 
tion left  our  academy  last  vacation,  who,  having  few  friends  here,  and  a  very  slender 
TOice,  which  is  a  I>ar  to  his  popularity,  seems  wilting  to  go  abroad  could  he  have  any 
encouragement.  He  is  a  good  young  man,  has  very  tolerable  talents  as  a  preacher,  and 
is  an  excellent  mechanical  scholar  in  Latin,  Oreek.  Hebrew,  Syriac,  and  has  some 
knowledge  of  the  Qrst  rudiments  of  the  mathematics.  He  is  deflcient  in  a  general  course 
of  knowledge  and  reading,  but  habituated  to  diligence,  and  very  capable  of  improve- 
ment. I  should  have  kept  him  here  another  year,  had  not  some  particular  drcam- 
Btauces  prevented  it.  I  really  think  he  might  be  an  Important  acquisition  In  snoh  a 
department  as  I  have  mentioned,  and  I  am  persuaded  he  would  come  over  upon  very 
moderate  encouragement. 

To  TBS  Rev.  Db.  Hezskiah  Suith. 

Pkovidinck,  Dec,  17, 17M, 
Deah  am: 

Yours  of  the  ^h  ult.  came  safe  to  hand.  Am  aorry  (or  and  sympattalM  wltb  yon 
in  your  trials,  but  Qod  means  them  (or  good  to  you;  though  we  are  impatient,  otteo- 
times,  under  the  salutary  dlsclpUoe  ol  a  heavenly  parent.  I  cannot  bear  to  Ihisk  <rf 
your  leaving  Haverhill.  I  hope  God  has  work  for  you  to  do  there  yet,  and  is  now  pre- 
paring you  (or  It.  I  eboDld  be  sorry  should  yon  come  to  a  resolution  ol  taking  your  bob 
from  Collage.  I  hope  yon  may  yet  see  a  brighter  sky,  which  will  enoourage  yon  to 
proceed.    The  conduct  of  the  people  I  doubt  not  is  trying.    Tou  did  well  in  not  being 
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pNcipltaW.  We  mast  lot  oax  moderation  be  known,  and  Indeed  wa  need  much  ol  tt.  I 
hope  70a  meet  with  lacceM  In  the  petition  to  tbo  House  of  New  Hsmpshlre,  bat  tear, 
ae  tbeir  aesaion  was  so  abort,  the;  did  not  take  that  up;  it  not,  I  hope  they  will  when 
tbey  meet  next.  Am  giad  to  heat  that  things  were  agreeable  at  Mr.  Wood's  lettloment 
at  Ware.    I  hope  he  will  prove  a  blessing  to  them.    I  think  him  a  valoabls  man. 

The  abTtdgment  of  Dr.  Olll,  through  the  scarcity  ot  money,  is  stopped  for  the  present, 
as  retj  little  encouragement  has  jet  been  given  for  the  work.  Dr.  Jones  hlmsell  does 
not  expect  it  will  go  on,  and  the  money  which  waa  put  Into  my  hands  tor  that  purpose  I 
taave  returned  long  since.    Thtu  endeCA  that  Uaton. 

Your  aon,'  I  think,  wants  a  little  more  stability;  he  aeems  to  fluctuate  too  much. 
Upon  giving  him  your  letter  to  me  to  read,  he  seemed  to  conclude  he  is  not  likely  to 
come  to  College  anymore.  Instability  la  natural  to  young  minds,  hut  It  may  be  checked 
in  some  degree  by  proper  culture ;  and  a  parent  greatly  beloved  con  accomplish  this 
the  beat.  Mr.  Stantord  has  hinted  to  the  people  that  they  are  not  to  expect  hia  stay 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  agreed  to ;  but  the  committee  have  within  a  few  days 
past  had  two  meetings,  the  last  of  which  waa  with  him,  and  are  determined  to  uae  their 
iDfluence  to  prevent  it.  With  aentiments  of  esteem,  and  love  to  Mrs.  Bmlth,  in  whloh 
Mrs.  Manning  joins,  I  am,  etc., 

Jamis  MUtNIIfO. 

It  eeems  proper  in  this  chapter,  which  illustratea  more  particularly 
Dr.  Manniag's  political  character  and  life,  to  give  some  account  of  his 
efforts  in  beltalf  of  popular  education. 

The  late  Samuel  Thurber,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Ju<^  Staples, 
which  we  find  in  his  Annals  of  ProTidence,  says  of  schools,  that, 
*' previous  to  about  the  year  1770,  they  were  but  little  thought  of. 
There  were,"  he  says,  "in  my  neighborhood,  three  small  schools,  with 
perhaps  a  dozen  scholars  in  each.  Their  books  were  the  Bible,  spell- 
ing-book, and  primer.  One  kept  by  John  Fost«r,  Esq.,  in  hisof&ce; 
one  by  Dr.  Benjamin  West.  Their  fees  were  seven  shillings  and  six- 
pence per  quarter.  One  kept  by  George  Taylor,  Esq.,  for  the  church 
scholars.  He,  it  was  said,  received  a  small  compensation  from  Eng- 
land. Besides  these  there  were  two  or  three  women  schools.  When 
one  had  learned  to  read,  write,  and  do  a  sum  in  the  rule  of  three,  he 
was  fit    for    business.      The    Rev.   James    Manning,"   Mr.   Thurber 


y.Google 


462  BROWN  UHIVEE8ITT  Chap,  XIL 

remarks  in  another  place,  "did  great  things  in  the  way  of  enlightening 
and  informing  the  people.  Schools  revived  by  means  of  hia  advice  and 
assistance.  Previous  to  him  it  waa  not  uncominon  to  meet  with  those 
who  could  not  write  their  names." 

The  leading  facts  pertaining  to  the  history  of  popular  education  in 
Providence  are  given  by  Judge  Staples.  That  Manning  was  prominent 
in  all  efforts  made  in  his  day  for  the  improvement  of  sooiety  and  the 
public  good,  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of  his  life  and  correspondence 
thus  far.  He  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee  of  the  town,  and 
for  many  years  the  chairman.  One  of  the  last  acta  of  his  life  was  to 
draw  up  a  report  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  free  public  schools, 
which  report  was  presented  at  an  adjonmed  town  meeting  held  in  the 
State  House,  Monday,  Aug.  1,  1791,  only  two  days  after  the  author 
had  been  followed  to  the  tomb.  We  shall  be  pardoned  if  we  give  an 
extract  from  this  valuable  report,  which,  although  not  carried  into 
immediate  execution,  was  cordially  received  and  adopted  at  the  Ume, 
and  doubtless,  paved  the  way  for  the  introduction,  a  few  years  later, 
of  the  present  free-school  system  of  Providence. 

It  seems  that,  at  the  annual  town  meeting  in  June,  s  petition  bad 
been  presented,  praying  that  a  sufficient  number  of  schoolmasters  be 
appointed  to  instruct  all  the  children  in  town  at  the  public  expense ; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  school  committee,  of  which  Manning 
was  chairman,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon  at  an  adjourned 
meeting.    The  report  thus  begins :  — 

THE   TOWX  OF   PHOVIDBHCK,    TO 


Aftei  the  most  deliberate  and  mature  conBlderation  of  the  subject,  ne  are  clearly  ot 
opinion  that  the  measure  prupoaed  by  the  petitloaers  is  eligible,  for  many  reasouB. 

1.  Useful  knowledge,  generally  diffuaed  among  the  people,  is  the  aureit  means  ot 
B«carlng  the  rights  of  man,  of  promoting  the  public  prosperity,  and  perpetaatlng  tlte 
Ubertles  ot  a  country. 

2.  As  civil  community  is  a  kind  of  Joint  tenancy  In  respect  to  the  gifts  and.  atdliiiei 
of  IndiTldnal  members  thereof,  It  seems  not  improper  that  the  disbursements  n 
to  qnallfy  tboae  Individuals  for  usetDlness  sbonld  be  made  from  common  funds. 
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3.  Our  lives  and  properties,  In  &  free  state,  are  so  much  In  the  power  of  onrfellow- 
dtlzans,  and  the  reciprocal  ftdTantages  of  dailf  InteroouTBe  are  so  much  dependent  on 
the  inlormatlon  and  integrity  ot  oni  nelghborB,  that  no  wise  man  can  leel  hinueU  indif- 
ferent to  the  piogresa  ot  uselnl  learning,  clTilltation,  and  the  preMrvatlon  of  morals  In 
the  oommnnlty  where  he  reeidea. 

4.  The  most  reasonable  object  ot  getting  wealth,  after  our  own  wanta  are  aappUed, 
la  to  beneflt  those  who  need  It ;  and  II  may  with  great  propriety  be  demanded.  In  what 
way  oan  those  whose  wealth  Is  redundant  beQeflt  their  neighbors  more  certainly  and 
permanently  than  by  furnishing  to  their  children  the  means  of  qualifying  them  to 
become  good  and  useful  oltizeus,  and  ol  acquiring  an  honest  llTellhood? 

5.  In  schools  established  by  pnbllc  authority,  and  whose  teachers  are  paid  by  the 
public,  there  will  be  reason  to  hope  for  a  more  faithful  and  Impartial  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  instruction,  as  well  as  of  discipline  among  the  scholars,  than  can  be  expected 
when  the  masters  are  dependent  on  Indlvldnals  for  their  support.' 

The  report  (foes  on  to  racommeQd  that  the  "  Brick  Schoolhouae  " 
and  '^  Whipple  Hall"  be  purchased  of  the  proprietors,  and  that  two 
additional  houaes  be  erected,  one  on  the  west  side  of  tJie  river.  It  also 
recommends  that  the  four  schools  thus  established  be  under  the  oare 
and  supervision  of  the  school  committee,  who  shall  appoint  the  neces- 
sary instructoTS.  It  is  signed  by  James  Manning,  Enos  Hitchcock, 
Moses  Brown,  Joseph  Snow,  Moses  Badger,  Jabez  Bowen,  David 
Howell,  Benjamin  Bourne,  John  Dorrance,  Theodore  Foster,  and  Wel- 
come Arnold.  Providence,  July  (seventh  month),  1791.  Althongh^ 
as  we  have  already  stated,  this  report  was  adopted,  its  provisions  were 
not  carried  into  effect  until  the  year  1800,  when  the  General  Assembly 
passed  its  first  act  in  relation  to  free  schools,  in  accordance  with  a 
petition  to  this  effect  from  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics 
and  Manii&cturers,  drawn  np  and  presented  by  John  Howland.  On 
the  last  Monday  in  October,  1800,  four  schools  were  opened  in  Provi- 
dence, under  the  moat  favorable  auspices. 

'  TtiU  admlrsble  rspott,  so  brief  and  yet  so  compTcbcnsiTe,  embodies  In  Its  flve  "reasons,'*  the 
grmnd  principles  wblcb  underlie  sll  leglslatlTe  sctlon  Id  behalf  of  populu  edncstlon.  The  veteran 
educator,  the  Bon.Benry  Barnard,  ot  Hartford,  who  was  Commissioner  of  Public  Bcboola  Id  Bhode 
IslandfromlSUnntUlSW,  remarked  to  the  wrlterioon  after  the  publication.  In  1364,  of  "Manning 
and  Brown  UnlTsralty,"  In  vblDb  tfali  report  appeared,  ttaat  It  was  the  best  report  of  the  kind  he 
had  ever  aeen ;  and  that  he  valued  It  as  oue  of  the  cholcwst  books  Id  his  "  Pedagogical  Calleotlon." 


,,Google 


CHAPTER    Xlll. 


1789-1791. 

Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Gordon,  illnstratiDg  bis  political  views,  and  his  position  In  Eng- 
land aa  the  hiatoriaa  of  (be  American  war— Manning  appointed  to  draft  and  present 
to  CoDgteat  a  petition  in  behalf  of  Bhode  Island  — Petition  as  published  In  Staples'^ 
Annala  —  Address  to  the  Qraduattng  ClaaH  of  1T89 — Jeremiah  B.  Howell — JaiDM 
Fanner  —  Manning's  customary  charge  to  candidates  for  the  ministry — Letter 
addressed  to  Manning  from  committee  of  the  Baptist  chnrch — Letter  to  Rev.  Abra- 
ham Booth  — Booth's  reply— Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Evans  — Letter  to  Rev.  Dr.  Smith 
—Religions  Interest  in  Providence  — Seven  ineffectual  attempts  In  the  Ocneni 
Assembly  to  call  a  Convention  tor  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution — Sena- 
tor Willlanu,  from  Poster  — Final  adoption,  Hay  29,  1790— George  Waahington'e 
visit  to  Providence- Reception  at  the  College- Address  of  President  Manning  In 
behalf  of  the  Corporation- Washington's  reply  — Comtnenceme at  for  1790— Hoses 
Brown— Degree  of  LL.D.  conferred  on  Washington  —  Anecdote  respoctiag  bim  — 
Letter  to  Rev.  Dr.  Smith  respecting  Asa  Mess er,  Tutor  Flint.etc.- Ordination  olHr. 
Flint — Letter  from  Abraham  Booth  —  Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Rlppon  —  Sippon's 
"Baptist  Annual  Register"  — Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  William  RtcliudB,  of  Lynn, 
England- Announces  his  latentlons  of  bequeathing  his  library  to  Rhode  Island 
College — Account  of  Mr.  Richards  ^Corresponds  with  President  Hesaer — Beqaeatha 
his  library  to  the  University  —  Laat  letter  from  Manning,  addressed  to  R«r.  Dr. 
Smith — Manning  preaches  his  farewell  sermon  to  the  people  of  his  charge  —  Kotiflet 
the  Corporation  of  the  College  to  look  ont  for  a  successor  to  Qll  his  place—  Singular 
presentiment  ot  his  approachingmortality— His  death— Universal  sorrow  and  regret 
— Proceedings  ot  the  Corporation — Funeral — Extracts  from  Hazcy's  Fnneral  Ser- 
mon—  Letter  on  the  occasion  of  Manning's  death  from  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman,  addressed 
to  Rev.  Dr.  Smith — Letter  from  Hon.  David  Howell,  in  behalf  of  members  of  the 
Corporation,  announcing  Manning's  death  to  Rev.  Dr.  Samael  Jones,  and  in  an 
informal  manner  designating  him  as  his  successor  In  the  Presidency— Letter  tram 
Rev.  Isaac  Backus  to  Rev.  Dr,  Rlppon— Letter  to  Dt.  Blppon  from  Doct.  Drowne— 
Extracts  from  Simeon  Doggett's  Commencement  "Oration  on  the  DeMb  ot  Ber. 
President  Manning" — Hannlngaa  a  Baptist  and  a  Federalist  the  "  object  of  detrac- 
tion"—Extracts  from  the  circular  letters  of  the  Warren  and  Philadelphia  AasociB- 
tions- Manning's  personal  appearance,  habits,  character,  and  influence,  as  given  by 
Hon.  David  Howell— Inscription  on  his  tomb-stone  — Original  portrait  ot  Manning, 
by  Cosmo  Alexander— Conclusion  — The  College  founded  by  Baptists  to  secure  for 
the  churches  an  educated  ministry  — The  Improvement  and  elevation  of  the  Baptist 
deuomluatlon  through  the  College  the  object  and  aim  of  Manning's  entire  profes- 
sional lite. 

From  this  date  Dr.  Manning,  it  appears,  did  not  preserve  copies  of 
his  letters  abi-oad,  as  had  heretofore  been  his  custom.     We  can  only 
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tiieref(ffe  [a«eent,  besides  one  or  two  additional  letters  of  his  own,  a 
iew  replira  from  bis  friends,  which  will  doubtless  be  regarded  as  an 
interesting  part  of  bis  correspondence.  The  following,  from  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Gordon,  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  author's  position  and  views  as 
the  historian  of  the  American  war:  — 

BnowooD,  ENaLAKD,  Feb.  2T,  1T89. 
Mt  Good  Amro: 

I  ftm  miBtokAii  or  yoa  are  Indebted  to  ma  for  an  uiaw«i  to  my  loat  letter.  Yon 
might  deUy  sending  it  till  yon  iLeud  where  I  wu  settled ;  &nd  thia  yon  will  not  do  by 
tbe  present  means,  but  the  reverse.  Ton  will  inquire  after  the  sitnation  of  Blngwood, 
and  the  reason  of  my  being  here.  Ton  know  I  hare  a  pleasure  In  gratUying  yon;  and 
therefore  tnm  to  yonr  map  of  England,  look  for  Hampahire,  find  ont  Pool,  next  the 
church,  which  is  twelve  miles  oft,  then  Christ's  Chnroh,  which  is  ten  In  the  oontraiy 
direction,  then  Southampton,  which  Is  twenty,  and  so  calculate  the  proper  distance 
between  Southampton  and  Pool,  and  from  Christ  Church,  then  make  your  dot,  and  yon 
will  either  hit,  or  be  not  far  from,  Blngwood  In  imagination.  I  shonld  be  glad  to  see 
70a  In  reality,  though  I  shonld  be  astonished  at  the  sight,  and  wonder  what  drove  yon 
from  the  land  of  the  whereases,  whether  the  inhabitants  are  suddenly  going  from  ono 
extreme  to  another  and  becoming  all  honest,  eo  titat  they  no  longer  wanted  yonr 
instmotton  or  example,  or  are  being  so  confirmed  in  their  malpractloea  as  that  yon 
had  forsaken  them,  from  a  conrictlon  that  they  were  a  set  of  Incnrablea.  Kow  for 
the  other  part  of  the  question.  What  brought  me  hither?  Freedom  among  friends  la 
best,you  know;  and  therefore,  to  be  plain  with  yon,  when  I  had  eeen  to  the  deliverf 
and  sending  oft  my  History  to  the  subscribers  In  London  and  the  country,  I  pushed  oft 
to  this  retirement  for  a  few  months,  that  I  might  at  the  distance  of  ninety-seven  miles 
be  ont  of  the  way  of  the  conversation  that  my  publication  would  produce.  I  was  suf- 
ficiently tired  with  composing,  transcribing,  and  publishing;  and  did  not  wish  to  have 
my  eplrita  fatigued  more  with  the  queries  and  obeervations  that  either  malevolence  or 
curiosity  might  excite.  I  Judged  it  as  needful  to  give  myself  a  few  months'  relaxation, 
as  to  tarn  out  to  grass  for  a  season  an  old  horse  worn  down  by  a  long,  tedious  }onmey, 
that  he  might  recruit  and  be  fit  tor  a  little  more  service.  Here  we  shall  remain,  if 
spared,  at  the  country  house  of  Mrs.  Gordon's  younger  brother,  till  April  or  Hay,  when 
I  propose  giving  a  look  at  London  for  a  few  days,  on  our  way  to  Ipswich  In  Suffolk, 
seventy  miles  from  the  metropolis,  eighteen  miles  from  Colchester,  and  twelve  from 
Harwich.  Here  we  were  first  settled  and  lived  thirteen  years.  Our  former  people  and 
their  snccessors,  like  their  quondam  pastor,  were  the  friends  of  America,  so  that  wa 
shall  agree  in  politics  as  well  ae  religion.    They  have  a  great  affection  for  us ;  and  had 
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then  b««i  a  vwoKaej  In  the  pMtorata,  tlM7  Tonld,  I  'hm-re  reaaan  to  tMUere,  tMve  urged 
mr  renewliig  tmt  fotmet  leUtiona.  Hera  uid  iu  the  nelghbarhood  I  shall  be  Ukeljr  to 
pMkOhooeulonallT,  while  ftbllllteaedinit;  bat  thooKh  I  hava  great  reaioii  to  adoM  the 
goodneaa  of  God  thkt  I  am  eo  well  In  body  »nd  mind,  now  that  I  am  within  nine  days 
ot  sixty,  yet  I  perceive  that  they  an  npon  the  decline.  Yon  will  think  my  eyesight 
good  when  yon  read  that  I  write,  aa  yon  tee,  whether  by  day  or  candlelight.  I  was  in 
hope  that  Bome  ministerial  aettlement  with  a  small  congregation,  and  a  salary  that 
might  bare  made  onr  dronnutances  more  easy,  would  hare  ofleted.  Bnt  the  great  ^ad 
of  the  chiu«b  has  ordered  otherwise,  —  not  only  with  wisdom  tor  the  general  good,  but 
with  mercy  tor  one  partlcnlar  beneflt.  I  do  not  intend  to  Ue  by  In  a  state  of  laxy  indo- 
lence, but  to  apply  myself  to  some  kind  of  aerrice  that  may  be  oselnl  to  the  chnrch  and 
the  pnblio,  and  yield  me,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  some  advantage  to  sopply  present 
deQoienclee.  Wtiat  that  ihonld  be  I  have  not  yet  determined,  and  delay  till  I  got  into 
aliabttationot  my  own,  it  an  earthly  one  remains  designed  (or  me.  Bnt  I  mean  it  to 
be  of  that  nature  that  will  not  disgrace  a  D.D.,  the  creatnte  of  Princeton  College  Tms- 
tees.  Much  will  depend  npon  the  voice  of  the  public,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  If 
the  numerous  part  of  Impartiallsts  will  exclaim  leeU  done,  and  call  lor  a  eecond  ediUon 
of  my  History,  the  way  will  be  plain.  The  profits  arising  from  It  will  suffice,  espedslly 
it  the  heads  of  American  colleges  will  let  me  have  their  orders  and  their  cash  (or  the 
various  books  that  may  be  wanted  in  their  seminaries  and  libraries,  which  I  might  be 
able  to  supply  them  with  on  lower  terms  than  they  now  have  them,  by  exchanging 
copies  of  my  work  with  the  booksellers  having  the  copyright  o(  such  as  are  to  be  far- 
nlshed.  Tour  friendship  will  lead  yon  to  Improve  upon  this  hint;  and  methlnks  lam 
entitled  to  the  conntenanoe  and  aid  of  the  American  States,  (or  my  past  and  present 
attachment  to  their  freedom  and  Independence,  and  for  the  disadvantages  the  same  has 
subjected  me  to  in  my  native  country. 

I  had  flnished  writing  thus  far,  and  taken  a  breathlng-watk  into  the  garden,  when 
yonrs  of  September,  1788,  was  bronght  to  Mrs.  Gordon  in  a  parcel.  Upon  opening  the 
last,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  that  and  another  from  the  same  continent.  To  what 
It  has  been  owing  that  so  much  time  has  elapsed  sines  that  day  to  the  present,  befcte 
the  parcel  reached  me,  I  know  not ;  but  batltr  tola  (Aon  never,  and  long-to^cei/or  ii  eomt 
at  Uut.  And  now  (or  answers  to,  and  commants  npon  It.  Through  divine  goodness 
Hrs.  Gordon's  hand  has  been  so  (ar  restored  as  to  be  very  serviceable,  though  not  as 
formerly.  The  labors  I  had  been  called  to  while  printing,  and  which  had  near 
exhausted  me  by  the  Ume  I  had  flnished,  led  one  of  my  Intimate  triends  to  say  he  was 
astonished  at  observtog  how  my  spirits  had  kept  up.  Relaxation,  country  tdr,  the 
severe  cold  o(  last  winter,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  present  spring,  have  given  to  them 
a  frMh  start ;  and  I  promise  myself  they  will  reoorer  their  former  tone.  The  produce 
of  America  Just  received  from  New  York  and  Massachusetts  has  raised  tbem  some 
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d«cmM  ftboTe  par.  Whan  yon  tmwI  tha  HUtory,  I  fl«tt«r  myHll  joa  will  proDoniiM 
ma  tha  Irieud  of  th«  Amarican  caaaa,  aad  that  I  hara  pointed  out  the  fault*  of  the. 
TJuitad  State*  In  dlrata  luatattce*  wtthont  basting  them  aeatnly.  I  oan  go  beyotid  moat 
of  the  mamben  of  the  old  sapaMnnaated  CongreBa,  or  evaa  of  tha  new  Fodetal  Conatl- 
tation,  and  tay,  I  pr^  dolly  that  the  Cuitad  Btatas  of  America  may  be  a  boly,  free,  and 
happy  paople,  which  i*  the  way  to  be  laattng.  It  used  to  be  one  of  my  petltlona  that 
good  gorenunent  might  be  aotabllshed  among  them ;  bnt  that  being  answered,  I  have 
only  to  be  thanUal  lor  It.  Ton  will  not  charge  me  with  having  spared  Great  Britain^ 
whan  yon  are  convinced  how  faithfully  their  cmettlea  in  America  are  related,  yonr 
acconnt  of  Haaaaohnsett*  merit*  conllrmatlon,  and  I  hope  will  obtain  it.  The  Infinitely 
wiae  GoTemoT  of  the  nnlTerse  often  makea  great  erlla  the  parenta  ol  lasting  and  great 
benefits.  Bnt  where  did  yon  leare  yoni  orthodox  divinity,  when  yon  went  from  FroTl- 
dence  to  New  York,  that  yon  sbonld  Tentnre  te  declare,  that  if  my  native  country  doe* 
not  smart  in  your  lifetime  for  her  conduct  to  the  Bast  Indians  and  Africans,  not  to  say 
Americans,  that  so  yon  might  see  it,  yon  should  alter  your  opinions  respecting  the 
divine  dispensations  toward  communities  ol  men  in  this  world?  Uethlnks,  Brother 
Doctor,  I  have  oanght  yon  napping.  Besides,  bad  the  Americans  smarted  equal  to  their 
crimes  toward  their  pnbUc  and  private  credlters,  the  Africans,  etc.,  when  yon  were 
provoked  U>  leave  oft  glorying  In  being  an  American  ? 

Onr  common  friend,  Mr.  lUppon,  will  give  you  fnller  and  better  intelligence  concern- 
ing Wlnohastei  than  I  can  do.  I  wish  hi*  moat  Influential  days  may  be  at  an  end, 
nnlesa  he  goes  HirU  about  as  he  was,  to  allnda  to  a  military  phrase.  Hay  the  College 
at  ProTldenoe,  and  all  other  colleges  where  learning,  good  morals,  and  Christian  piety 
are  encouraged,  flourish  more  and  more.  And  may  my  friends  there  coutlune  to  enjoy 
good  health.  I  have  deatred  Mr.  Mason  to  accompany  this  letter  with  six  seto  of  my 
History  to  yon.  One  la  a  present  to  the  College ;  the  other  five  are  for  Jabei  Bowen, 
Xsq.,  Heesra.  John  Brown  and  Francis  Bowen,  Hr.  Klcholas  Brown,  Ur.  Caleb  Greene, 
and  Mr.  John  Jenckes.  I  pray  yon  to  present  my  best  respects  to  these  gentlemen,  u 
receive  the  renuUnlng  Ave  pounds  from  them,  and  to  forward  tha  same  to  Jonathan 
Haaon,  Jr.,  Bsq.,  Boston.  It  no  other  way  that  Is  more  agreeable  oflera,  either  of  tboee 
careful  and  obliging  postridets,  Messrs.  Hnmfords,  to  whom  my  respects,  I  am  certain 
will  take  a  pleasure  In  serving  me  by  oonveylng  it.  It  might  not  perhaps  be  amiss  to 
hint  to  them,  that  If  by  their  peregrinatloni  they  oonld  dispose  of  twenty-flve  or  fifty 
sets,  I  might  likely  supply  them  at  twenty-flve  shillings  sterling  pet  set,  delivered  at 
Boston  or  Providance.    ...    I  remain,  dear  air, 

Tom  very  alteoUonate  friend  though  unworUiy  brother, 

WiLLUM  Goanov. 
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The  serrioes  of  ,Dr.  Manning  veie  still,  it  would  seem,  in  popular 
demand  at  this  trying  period  in  the  hiatoiy  of  Rhode  Island  as  a  State. 
From  the  records  of  the  day  we  leam  tiiat  — 

At  an  wljcmraed  meeting  of  the  town  on  Thursday  (Ang.  2t,  1T8B),  a  committee, 
that  had  been  appointed  on  Tuesday  for  the  purpose,  reported  a  draft  ol  a  petlHon  to 
be  pteseuted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  setting  forth  the  distreaeed  altnatloo 
of  this  State,  the  probability  of  onr  soon  Joining  the  Union,  and  praying  that  veasaU 
belonging  to  our  cltliens  may  be  exempted  from  foreign  tonnage,  and  gooda  shipped 
from  this  State  from  foreign  dntles,  for  anch  time  and  under  nch  regulations  and 
rastrlctions  as  Gongiesa  In  their  wisdom  shall  think  proper. 

The  petition  vas  unaniinonaly  Toted ;  and  after  having  been  algned  by  th«  modeta- 
tor  and  town  olerk,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Manning  and  Benjamin  Bourne,  Esq.,  were  appointed 
to  proceed  to  New  York  and  present  the  same. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  the  petition  consisted  of  Dr. 
Manning,  Benjamin  Bourne,  Thomas  Arnold,  Kicholas  Brown,  Tlteo- 
dore  Foster,  Welcome  Arnold,  and  John  Brown.  The  petition  itself, 
which  was  probably  drafted  bj  Manning,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
may  be  found  in  Staples's  Annals  of  Providence.  Our  leadeis,  we  feel 
sure,  will  be  glad  to  see  it  in  this  connection :  — 

Pxirmw  TO  Cov<wna. 

To  THB  PnaaiDxNT,  m  Tica-PacsiDXHT,  tkb  Sbtats,  akd  Hod»  or  Rtrmwaxnt.- 

Trvu  or  xna  UMrrKO  Statu  or  Ambbica,  n  CoKOknas  AaanmLBD: 

The  Petition  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Town  of  Prorldence,  In  the  State  of  Bhode 

Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  legally  conrenad  in  Town  Heating,  on  the  S7tb  day 

of  August,  IT8S,  moat  respectfully  sbeweth. 

That  during  the  arduous  struggle  of  onr  eonntry  for  the  preaerration  of  her  rights, 
liberties,  and  ludependsnoe,  In  tha  lata  war  with  Great  Britain,  thia  town  was  partion* 
larly  noted  for  Ite  attachment  to,  and  Ite  adTances  and  exertions  for,  tha  snpport  of  the 
common  canae  of  the  United  States.  Sensible  that  onr  moat  essential  Intereats 
depended  on  our  being  in  the  Union,  and  that  the  former  Confederation  was  oneqnal 
to  ita  exlgenelea,  we  made  erety  effort  to  obtain  delegatee  to  be  sent  from  this  State  to 
the  Ganeral  OonTentlaB,  whlob  met  at  Philadelphia,  ITBT.  Aftar  the  proceadlugs  of 
that  Conrentlon  ware  pnblished,  this  town,  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  liberty,  temperad 
with  energy  and  reBponatblllty,  which  so  strikingly  perrades  the  new  Conatitatlaa, 
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made  the  moat  nimmltted  exertloiu  lor  obtaining  a  Conrentlon  at  the  State  foi  Its 
adoption. 

W«  have  not  hitherto  anoceeded,  bnt  It  U  with  great  satistaction  we  hare  It  In  ont 
powet  to  Inform  CongTeaa,  that  from  the  reoent  election  of  the  memban  at  onr  lower 
hooM  ot  Aasemhly,  there  ia  a  probablllt7  that  thia  deainble  evant  will  soon  take  place. 
We  BOW  experience  the  nnhapp;  conaegnence  of  not  belonging  to  the  Union,  In  being 
rabjeoted  to  the  aame  Impoeta  and  tonnage,  aa  toreigners,  which,  considering  our  Intl' 
mate  oonnection  with  the  TTnited  Statea,  and  onr  dependenoe  npon  them  toi  the  mesne 
o(  onr  anbeiatence,  operates  In  a  moat  grlBTona  manner  agntnat  the  aaapoit  towns  of 
thlt  State,  who  have  been  generallr  supplied,  aa  well  bj  land  aa  water,  with  flre-wood, 
cam,  floor,  and  other  neceaaar;  artlclea,  tnta  the  statea  now  in  the  Union ;  and  should 
ODi  trade  and  communication  with  them  continue  to  be  reatricted,  aa  at  present,  out 
situation  will  be  tml;  wretched. 

We  claim  an  original  relation  to  the  American  Congreaa,  and  are  fally  aenaible  that 
we  <;annot  exist  Independent  of  the  frlendahlp  and  good  will  of  onr  aiater  atatea.  And 
as  we  hope  the  formal  acceaaion  of  this  State  to  the  new  Conatltntion  Is  not  br  dlatant) 
aadaa  onr  aeparatloa  from  the  Union  can  by  no  meana  be  impaled  to  the  seaport  towna, 
the  Inhabitanta  whereof  are,  almoat  nnanUnooalr,  lealona  advooatea  for  the  new  Con- 
atttutlon ;  and  as  a  continuance  ol  the  abore  mentioned  reatrintlona  on  the  inhabitanta 
of  thla  State  will  accumulate  unmerited  diatreaa  upon  that  part  ol  tbe  oommnniqr 
which  baa  been  moat  flrmly  attached  to  the  Union ;  and  aa  we  cannot  but  hope  that  the 
benign  dlapoeltlon  of  Congreaa,  towards  the  agrlonltnral  part  of  the  State,  mantf  eated 
In  the  admlaalon  of  tbeir  produoe  and  manufactnrea  free,  will  also  ba  extended  to  the 

We,  therefore,  moit  hnmblr  entreat  tlie  attention  of  Oongreas  la  our  dlstreaaed 
attnatlon,  and  that  the;  will  be  pleaaed  to  grant,  for  auoh  time  aa  to  them  in  their 
wiadom  shall  appear  proper,  that  the  Tasaela  belonging  to  the  eitlaana  of  this  State, 
maj  be  admitted  to  entry  In^he  porta  of  the  United  States,  exempt  from  the  payment 
of  foreign  tonnage  in  tbe  aame  manner  aa  veasela  belonging  to  their  own  cltlaena ;  and 
that  foreign  merchandlsa,  on  Importation  by  the  cttlcena  of  thla  State,  into  the  United 
Statea,  by  land  or  water,  ahall  be  sublect  only  to  the  aame  dotiea  and  testrlotlona  as  by 
law  are  required  of  their  own  clUienB. 

And  aa  In  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  etc.  • 

Similar  petitiona  to  the  above  were  presented  to  Congress  from 
Bristol  and  Newport.  They  met  with  a  favorable  reception,  and  for  a 
limited  tune*  that  is,  aotil  January  15,  1790,  the  reaaels  and  goods  of 
the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  were  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  lik» 
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property  of  citisena  of  the  United  States.  How  far  this  resolt  may  be 
attributed  to  the  character  and  peisonal  influence  of  Dr.  Manning  w« 
can  only  cocjectaie.  In  the  long  struggle  of  the  citisene  of  Provi- 
deuce,  Bristol,  and  Newport  to  obtain  a  Convention  of  the  State  for  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitation,  he  was  coospicuoosly  active,  and 
by  his  voice  and  his  pen  contributed  materially  towards  Uie  final  and 
luippy  settlement  of  poUtical  difficulties. 

Dr.  Manning,  as  we  have  before  observed,  presided  at  all  Com- 
mencement occasions  with  remarkable  dignity  and  grace.  His  addreBses 
to  the  graduating  class  were  especially  not«d  for  excellent  good  sense, 
and' were  pervaded  by  a  tone  of  piety  and  delivered  with  an  eloquence 
which  could  hardly  fail  to  produce  happy  and  lasting  impressions  upon 
the  young  men,  as  they  stood  before  him  to  receive  final  words  of 
counsel  and  love.  The  only  production  of  tiiis  kind  that  has  come 
down  to  us,  in  addition  to  the  one  preserved  by  Solomon  Drowne  and 
given  in  a  previous  chapter,  was  copied  from  the  original,  by  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Backus,  several  years  after  the  author's  death.  It  was  delivered 
at  the  Commencement  held  Sept.  2, 1789.  Among  those  to  whom  it 
was  especially  addressed,  we  notice  the  names  of  Jeremiah  Brown 
Howell,  afterwards  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  and  the 
late  James  Fenner,  for  many  years  the  popular  and  efficient  GovenKff 
of  Bhode  Island.  Mr.  Fenner,  it  may  be  added,  was  the  valedictorian 
of  his  class. 

fBauDKMT  JLunttna'a  Csabob. 

Havtug  completed  joai  Academical  coane,  jon  now  commence  life  ••  mamben  ot 
the  KTOBt  oommnnlty  ot  the  world.  Hera,  while  yonr  conntry  offen  yon  •  Uinx  oppor- 
tnnlty  to  dlsplsj  yom  ablUtlea,  »nd  improve  to  mdrnntage  thM  knowledge  which  yon 
hBTe  acquired,  than  any  age  or  conatry  e-rer  before  preeented.  It  become*  my  dat]>  to 
point  70U  to  that  line  of  conduct  which  will  moet  probably  inmre  yonr  snoeeaa. 

The  narrow  llmlU  prescribed  by  the  occasion  will  allow  ma  to  hint  at  only  a  few 
general  obaarvatlona. 

The  first  att«ntlOD  of  a  youth  stepping  forward  Into  life  ahonld  be  to  acquire  aad 
pieaerre  a  good  oharaoter.  A  deatitaUon  of  thia  pUeaa  him  beyond  the  poaalUUty  of 
ever  becoming  eminent.    For,  had  aa  the  world  ia,  it  baa  alwiv*  P^^^  *  Toliutaiy 
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tttbnt*  (o  Tirtne ;  wid  thoogh  eom*  Tldoiu  men  hava  •rUen  to  ft  degts*  of  napMiM; 
blli^,  it  wlU  be  found,  on  a  n«ar«i  view,  that  ttt«;  are  indebted  fer  that  rapectabilitjr 
to  eome  Tlrtnons  tniu  in  their  chaiactei. 

To  arail  roniaelTea  of  thia  anpreme  advantage,  I  cannot  reoommend  to  jon  a  anbjeot 
uore  important  and  tnteieatiag  than  the  Christian  religion ;  of  vhoM  divine  Ponnder 
It  was  a  favorite  maKlm,  3t«k  flnt  the  tinydom  i^f  Ood  and  hU  Tighteotaneti,  and  aU  otAar 
M(>v*  «AaU  i«  added  vnlo  vou. 

This  divine  religion  creatSB  principles  in  the  hearta  of  its  aabjecti,  the  moit  opera- 
tive, and  the  beat  adapted  to  regulate  the  ttta  and  oondnot  than  can  poaaibl?  be 
conceived.  This  at  once  portrays  In  the  strongest  colors,  the  state,  connections,  and 
claims  of  man ;  and  disrobes  the  world  of  all  its  Imaginary  glory,  and  presents  It  la  It* 
own  fugitive,  fading  colors,  the  fathion  qf  a/Ueh  poMtlh  auiaj/,  wblle  It  Inspires  that 
nnassnmlng  hamlUty  which  renders  a  man  less  vulnerable  by  the  envenomed  shafts  of 
malevolence;  Itmonldsthe  heart  into  a  divine  benevolence,  and  Is  tbepnrestof  that 
«xqnialt«  sensibility  which  deeply  interests  Itself  In  the  fortunes  of  others,  so  that  it 
tssep*  wltA  tftose  wAo  teeep,  and  rtjolct*  vith  IKom  loAo  rq/olee. 

This  divine  religion  carries  forward  onr  thongbta  to  fntarity,  contemplates  as  a 
reality  onr  dluolntlon,  and  that  awful  approaching  Jndgment  In  which  ve  must  all 
become  a  party.  It  places  ns  In  that  new  eternal  world,  reaping  the  fcnits  of  wliat  we 
have  sown  in  this.  In  a  word,  it  places  us  immediately  under  the  eye  of  Ood,  now  the 
witness  ol  our  actions,  and  soon  to  be  our  Judge. 

How  operative  this  divine  principle  to  check  the  irregularity  of  the  paaslons,  and 
guard  against  the  force  of  temptations  I  How  divine  a  prompter  to  the  dlacharge  of 
svery  obligation  we  are  under  to  Ood  or  mani 

Next  to  this  attention  to  religion,  let  ma  earnestly  recommend  the  forming  betimes 
of  habits  of  Indnatry.  Man  was  made  tor  employment.  All  his  internal  as  well  as 
•xteraalpowerstestlfy  to  this  great  truth.  To  comply  with  this  great  dictate  of  nature 
la  of  the  utmost  Importance ;  and  yonth,  of  all  seasons  o(  life,  is  the  fitteatjfor  this 
cnltnre.  That  is  the  period  to  form  and  give  a  proper  direction  to  the  habits,  on  the 
right  oonatitatlon  of  which  depends,  almost  entirely,  the  happiness  of  man. 

In  selecting  a  profession,  consult  the  strong  bias  of  natural  inclination  j  tor  against 
this  current  tew  It  any  have  made  a  figure ;  and  be  sure  that  the  object  lies  within  reach 
of  your  talents. 

Should  the  Christian  ministry  with  any  of  yon  become  aniobject,  reflect  on  the 
absurdity  ol  intruding  into  it  while  etrangars  to  experimental  religion.  See  that  your- 
selves have  been  taught  ol  Ood  before  you  attempt  to  teach  godliness  to  others.  To 
place  In  the  protessional  chain  ot  our  universities  the  most  illiterate  of  mankind, 
would  be  an  alanrdity  by  tar  less  glaring  than  to  call  ui  unconverted  man  to  ezeroise 
the  ministerial  funotiou.  Thlsis  to  expose  ourholyrellgioD  to  the  scoffs  of  inllde]s,and 
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(o  f  nrnlth  to  thelT  hands  the  nort  daadly  wupona.  I  omit  to  In^t  on  tbe  Moooat  md 
moat  render  in  the  gre»t,  tMmendoiui  dfty  I 

May  Ifaftt  wladom  which  ia  from  above  direct  your  itepa  in  yonr  ]oam«7  throni^ 
life;  Bud  maj  yon,  •Iter  tho  dieoharge  of  the  dntlea  of  good  dtlseni,  men  of  edenee 
•nd  religton,  meet  the  >pp«>b*Uon  ol  the  Snpreme  Judge,  uid  re«p  tbe  barren  ot 
ImmoTtal  glory  in  the  world  AbOTC. 

With  this  deTOQt  wl«h,  I  Ud  you  ferewell. 

The  reader  will  observe  how  eameetly  and  forcibly  President  Uan- 
nii^  ui^M  oandidates  for  the  ministiy  to  seek  fiist  of  all  the  "  Mngdom 
of  God  and  his  righteousness."  This  was  in  accordance  with  his  nsoal 
costom  OD  all  Commencement  occasions.  On  this  point  we  may  be 
allowed  to  quote  fiom  Backus,  who  in  the  Abric^;meat  of  his  Cbnrch 
History,  thus  writes :  "  Dr.  Manning  was  a  good  instractor  in  hnman 
learning,  but  at  every  Commencement  he  gave  a  solemn  charge  to  his 
Boholais  never  to  presume  to  enter  into  the  work  of  the  ministry  until 
they  were  taught  of  God,  and  had  reason  to  conclude  that  they  had 
experienced  a  saving  change  of  heart." 

Among  Manning's  papers  we  find  the  following,  dated  Providence, 
Nov.  7,  1789,  Saturday  evening :  — 

The  Baptiat  church  and  congregation  In  thia  toirn  hadby  aa,  their  committee,  made 
arrangements  to  aupply  ,the  polplt  for  aeveral  weeka,  and  expected  the  Bev.  Kr.  Still- 
man  in  town  thiaday;  bat  hla  not  arriving  will  leave  the  society  entirely  deatltota 
nnlees  yon  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  preach  for  ns— a  favor  which  in  behalf  ol  the 
chnrefa  and  congregation  we  now  moat  eameatly  aollcit.  Tour  compliance  will  confer 
a  puticnlar  obligation  on  tbe  society,  in  whose  behalf  we  are 
Tonr  friends, 

NtcBOLia  BnowR, 
David  UAnm, 
JoHM  Jmcua, 
BpHnAi>  'WnnAnw, 
David  Hownu., 
CauarorHU  BaxuMii, 
Wm.  Holbotd, 

JOHH  BnOWK, 

Obokox  Bonox. 
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To  TBM  SXT.  ^F^*"'"  Booth. 

FxomixKCB,  Dec.  35,  lTg9. 
Dux  Bn: 

Tout  moat  •cc«plab]a  tevor  o{  July  11,  with  the  pkckace,  met  me  U  the  AMOolation 
U  PhUadelphik,  the  Mh  ol  Uat  month,  I  thank  70a  for  yonr  exprewlons  of  klndneia 
towuda  me,  and  yonr  wlshea  foi  my  oeefnlneM.  Indeed,  I  cannot  bat  consider  myaeU 
M  a  Terj  barren  tree  in  aj  Lord'i  vineyard. 

Tbe  paragr^h  respeoUnK  Dobeon'a  repnbllehing  your  PedobapttBm  I  showed  to  the 
AsBodation,  and  queried  with  them  whether  yonr  painfnl  labors  and  extenalTe  serrlcaa 
(0  the  Baptlat  oanae,  In  that  publication,  did  not  entitle  yon  to  onr  aulatance  on  thla 
■Ide  ot  the  Atlantic,  by  aiding  In  the  sale  ol  the  book.  They  agreed  they  did ;  bnt  aa 
Hr.  Dobson  had  clmnlated  piopoaala,  they  doubted  the  propriety  ol  taking  the  matter 
up  till  Dobaon  had  giren  np  the  detlgn.    Thai  It  lemaina. 

It  aeema  Mr.  Wllliama  hai  rallied  hii  foices  and  attacked  yon.  I  am  glad,  however, 
to  And  that  yon  are  not  panlo-atmck  at  the  onset.  Indeed,  I  think  yon  have  taken  a 
ground  too  strong  to  be  easily  dislodged.  We  should  be  gratified  with  a  sight  of  hla 
piece.  If  the  Pedobaptlsta,  in  general,  think  It  muterly.we  doubtless  shall  soon  see  it 
in  America.  The  strength  of  the  advocatea  of  that  tenet  is  (o  sit  ttUl.  It  is  too  late  In 
the  day  for  them  to  avail  themselvea,  in  thla  age  of  inquiry,  of  those  plansible  colorings 
which  formerly  passed  very  well  lor  solid  argnmenta.  At  best,  if  observation  has  not 
deceived  me,  this  is  the  fact  with  respect  to  America. 

Your  Basay  on  the  Kingdom  of  Cbrlat  met  a  most  hearty  welcome,  and  Its  author 
haa  my  warmest  thanks.  It  was  a  snbjeot  which  bad  employed  my  thoughts  at  Inter- 
vals tor  several  years,  and  I  was  almoat  determined  to  have  committed  tbem  to  paper, 
with  a  design  to  publish  them.  I  am  happy  that  I  bad  onlj/  Oumghl  of  doing  it,  aa  the 
inbject  has  fallen  into  mnch  abler  hands.  I  am  moat  heartily  pleased  with  It,  and  tblnk 
It  lays  the  axe  to  the  root  of  that  wide-spreading  tree,  it\faiU4>aplUm  and  infatU  ekvnh 

Tour  portrait  of  Winchester  is  so  exactly  to  the  life  that  all  his  acquaintances  mnat 
see  the  man  in  it.  The  Baptist  society  still  Increases  in  the  Southern  States,  espedally 
in  Virginia,  and  Imay  add  the  Middle  States  also,  especially  New  York.  Mr.  Jonathan 
Maxcy,  onr  youngest  tutor  in  the  College,  a  youth  of  genlns  and  no  small  degree  of  lit- 
eratoie  (or  bla  age,  about  twen^-one  years  old,lias  lately  found  ChriBt,and  followed  Ua 
Iiord  Into  the  watery  grave.  There  Is  another  youth  under  serloas  impressions,  and 
there  Is  more  appearance  of  attention  to  divine  things  in  the  College  than  for  some 
years  pasrt.  Onr  second  tntor,  Mr.  Abel  Flint,  a  yonng  Congregational  preacher,  haa 
turned  hia  attention  to  the  subject  of  baptlam  tor  some  weeks  past,  and  yonr  Fedobap- 
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tiam  Examined  hM  been  hia  KbnMt  ooutent  oompuiloa.  H&  (old  me,  some  days  aiiiM, 
that  It  tbat  tenet  coald  not  be  anpported  bom  Abraham's  coTenant,  It  mutt  tall.  It  I 
was  aa  well  aatiafled  at  hla  beiUK  a  anblsct  of  divine  grace  aa  I  am  that  Haxt^  ta,  I 
ahoald  think  him  no  small  acqataltlon.  Maj  Ood  grant  him  grace  and  guide  blm  into 
•litrnthl    Out  number  ol  atudents  lacks  but  two  of  aeTonty. 

Toots,  oto. 

Booth's  Rbtlt. 

LoiTDOK,  Feb.  3B,  1790. 
Dkak  Sir: 

Tom  letter  by  faTor  ot  Mr.  MuUett  came  safe  to  hand  about  atortalght  ago.    So  tst 

from  being  wearied  by  jour  clrcnmstantlal  account  of  the  oondact  of ,  I  think 

mysell  much  obliged  to  you  for  It.  Unhappy  man!  I  fear  be  Is  hardtnad  Vtrov^  On 
deeeitfulneM  <tf  »in.    May  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  him,  and  give  him  cepeutanoe. 

I  am  Tecy  much  obliged  to  yon  for  your  generous  concern  oo  my  behalf  reapecUng 
the  sale  ot  the  setwnd  edition  of  my  PedohaptUm  Examined.  That  the  compoalog  of  ft 
required  much  labor,  that  I  laid  out  no  small  sum  of  money  in  purchasing  books, 
especially  on  the  popish  controversy,  with  a  view  to  the  new  impression,  and  that  I  am 
much  more  likely  to  lose  by  it  than  to  gain  anything,  are  facts ;  bnt  I  am  ot  opinion 
that,  after  Dr.  Dobson  had  received  encouragement  to  publish  proposals  for  the  reprint- 
ing of  it,  my  brethren  in  America  could  not  with  honor  desert  him,  while  he  conttnues 
his  design  in  reference  to  that  attslr. 

It  gives  me  pleasace  to  find  that  my  Bssay  on  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  meets  with 
your  approbation.  The  subject  Is  undoubtedly  of  great  importance,  and  I  sinoerely  pray 
that  the  Lord  may  bless  the  pamphlet  to  the  promoting  of  that  spiritual  kingdom-  The 
first  volume  of  Mr.  Bobinson's  History  of  the  Baptists  has  been  in  the  pees*  tor  Hiese 
five  or  six  months,  but  it  Is  not  yet  published.  That  volume,  Indeed,  is  to  contain  a 
history  of  baptUm,  and  three  more  volumea  that  are  to  follow,  a  history  of  the  B^titt*. 
A  great  extent  ot  reading,  much  wit,  and  many  cniioua  anecdotes,  may  be  expected  to 
appear  in  the  work  whenever  it  comes  out;  but  I  have  my  teon  that  It  will,  on  the 
whole,  be  ot  no  great  utility  to  the  real  cause  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  author  la  now 
known  to  have  adopted  Dr.  Priestley's  system  in  general ;  but  he  Is  Justly  oooaideted 
aa  far  Inferior  to  the  Doctor  in  respect  of  candor  and  of  Integrity.  Dr.  Priestley  qpsott 
out;  you  knowwhat  he  means.  Not  so  the  other  gentleman.  I  have  often  thought  that 
If  it  had  not  been  tor  his  uncommon  lAors  iff  wil,  he  would  before  now  have  sunk  into 
nnireraal  contempt  among  aerloua  people ;  and  he  is,  indeed,  mnch  sunk  of  late  In  the 
estimation  ot  numbers.  I  have  been  lately  well  Informed  that  Dr.  Priestley  eonaiden 
him  aa  doing  no  honor  to  any  cause.    This  you  will  observe,  however,  is  tnftrnM. 
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TIw  baglonliiK  at  Jantus;  laat  I  lAMiTod  a  letter  bom  Oi.  Bamnel  JonM,  ol  Iiowu 
Dnb]ia,Mup»eUagtb«vaUdUi/<ifb^titmadminUt«rad  bfiinmtrtioinuidonapi^«t*t«n^ 
/altA,b7an  w)b<Qiliced— that  1j,  Pedobaptlat  — miHitMr;  on  wbloh  qneatlon  ha  d«airad. 
mj  opinion.  I  iMTO  glvan  It,  In  a  -rerj  long  letter  enoloMd  In  one  to  Dr.  StlUinaa,  of 
BoatOD.  IlwTeient  it  nnsealed,  thatDr.  8UUmanmig;htbBTe'auopportnnlt7  0f  peraa- 
Inf  it  before  lie  aent  It  off  to  Dr.  Jonas.  I  am  Tsr;  lorry  that  I  waa  obliged,  In  oppoBi- 
tlon  to  tbe  determination  of  the  Aaaodatlon  at  Philadelphia,  to  take  the  attrmatlTe  ol 
the  question ;  that  Is,  I  think  aach  baptiam,  though  Irregular,  valid.  If  jou  should  bjr 
any  means  haye  a  sight  of  that  letter,  I  ahonld  be  glad  to  know  your  thonghta  on  the 
aisoment  oontalned  In  It.  I  have  expieaaed  my  vlewa  on  the  subject  with  the  atmott 
tiaedoan,  and  I  trust  without  gtrlng  any  oanse  o(  oSenoe  to  the  Doctor. 

My  respects.  If  yon  baveopportnnlty,  toDr.  Drowne.  leameatly  pray  that  the  Lord 
may  eanae  his  truth  to  prosper  ^  around  yon,  aa  I  am  glad  to  heai  It  doea  In  Tli^nla. 
Wincheater  aeema  to  be  loalng  ground  pretty  faat ;  lor  aome  of  hia  principal  admirers 
haTe  tnmed  their  backs  upon  him,  and  have  renonnoed  his  notion  of  nnlTorsal  reMl* 
tuUon,  of  whicb  tbaywere  once  extremely  fond.  Shall  be  glad  to  bear  from  yon  at  any 
time  wlien  an  opportunity  presents.  The  Lord  be  with  yon  In  all  yonr  departments  of 
labor  and  in  all  your  connections.    I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Year  unworthy  brother, 

FmOM  TB>   B*T.  Dm,  Caij:»  XvAira, 

BnisTOL,  Feb.  22, 1790. 
I>K4B8in: 

Tlie  Uterary  degree  with  which  the  respectable  Society  over  wbloh  yon  preside  have 
thought  proper  to  honor  me,  I  duly  reoeired,  accompanied  wltli  yonr  truly  friendly  le^ 
ter,  for  which  I  beg  yon  to  accept  my  beat  thanks.  1  rely  upon  you,  sir,  to  u^e  known 
my  acknowledgments  to  the  other  members  of  the  College  for  this  mark  of  dlstlnetion 
and  favor,  and  to  assure  tiiem  that  It  will  always  give  me  paonliar  pleasure  to  promota 
the  prMperlty  of  so  useful  and  honorable  an  Distltutlon. 

I  reeelved  from  King's  College,  Aberdeen,  the  same  honor,  before  the  degree  from 
Amatlea  was  annonnoed  here,  so  that  I  consider  myself  under  donble  obligatJone  to 
care  that  I  do  nothing  to  discredit  the  title  which  has  baen  so  honorably  oonferred  upon 
me  by  two  sneh  respectable  bodies.  I  not  only  did  not  task  thla  honor,  bnt  I  ought  to 
decline  it  j  bnt  as  it  haa  been  so  generously  decreed  me,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lecalve 
and  Improre  It  aa  a  motlTC  to  aetlTlty  and  taal  in  the  aphere  In  which  Piorldenoe  haa 
placed  me. 

We  are  olc^ged  here  with  teat  laws,  and  In  T^n  struggling  to  get  ild  of  them.    Te« 
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know  no  snob  ihacklM.  And  ;at  yon  know  wliat  it  ia  to  IwTe  bad  men  dUappoiat  the 
dealiM  of  the  good,  and  ontnnmber  tfaem  in  tkeli  beatJnteBttoned  proJecU. 

Does  not  the  French  Bevolntion  aatonish  yon  ?  It  Htoniahea  and  delight*  me  bsjond 
■teaante,  bnt  onr  great  folki  ben  dlalike  It  ezoesdlngly.  The  oonnael  of  Ui*  Iioid, 
however,  ebali  itand,  and  be  wiii  do  all  bia  pleaonre. 

lam  aatonlahed  at  the  raolTe  of  yonr  Aaaodatlon  abovt  tebaptiEing,  bat  refer  yoa 
to  a  letter  of  Hi.  Bootb'i  upon  the  anbjeot,  I  beiioTe  to  yon.  Surely  yoa  are  mora  nai> 
row  than  the  Papist*  nponthis  snlijecl. 

I  congratnlate  yoa  apon  the  Increase  at  yonr  College  and  chntcb,  and  tbe  rising  atala 
Of  the  Baptist  interest.  We  go  on  as  nsnal,  are  well  attended,  bat  bare  few  additioaa. 
The  lore  of  many  waxetb  cold.  We  have  great  reason  to  cry  mightily  to  Him  witfa 
Whom  Is  the  resldae  of  the  Spirit. 

The  yoang  man  I  wrote  to  yon  about  Is  in  too  bad  a  state  of  health  to  tbink  ol  a 

Toyage  to  America.    I  re)oloe  yon  have  rooted  oat ,  that  peat  of  aodety,  a  traly 

filthy,  infamous  fellow;  bnt  I  know  not  how  to  retrain  asking,  How  cane  yon  evertu 
admit  bim,  withoattbe  least  testimonial  to  his  cbaraoter? 

Bnt  I  am  obliged  abmptly  to  break  off,  only  begging  to  be  taTored  with  a  line  when- 
ever opportanlty  offers,  and  that  yon  woald  believe  I  tmly  am 

TonraSeotlonat*  and  obliged  friend  and  brother, 

Calbs  Ktavs. 

To  nn  Rev.  Db.  Hkzxkuh  Smith. 

PnoviDBfCK,  aotb  AprU,  1T90. 
DuK  BnoTHM: 

I  snatob  a  moment  to  Inform  yon  that  the  good  work  still  continnea,  and  I  tblnk  hss 
been  gradually  tncieaalng  amongat  ui  since  yon  left.  Last  Lord's  Day  I  baptised  two, 
and  a  third  was  prevented  by  tndlspoetttoa  of  body.  Two  proteas  to  bare  met  with  a 
ohange  the  last  of  last  week.  Several  profess  to  have  received  comfort,  bat  are  not 
fnlly  satisfied.  I  believe  that  there  are  from  fifty  to  one  handred  nnder  serioos 
Impressions ;  and  they  crowd  tbe  evening  meetings  whenever  and  wherever  they  are 
appointed.    Kambers  come  to  my  house  to  converse  with  me  abont  their  aoals.    Many 

of  Dr.  H k's  people  attead  the  evening  meetings,  of  whom  several  app«ar  aeriootly 

Impressed.  Smne  people,  yoa  will  naturally  gness,  do  not  like  this,  and  look  rather 
ahy.  Poor  Hi.  FUnt  has  coma  to  a  point,  and  most  be  a  Baptist,  notwitiiatanding  Oa 
reproaches  he  has  to  endara ;  bat  be  has  not  fall  satisfaction  about  his  own  stats.  He 
Is  amailngly  engaged  for  tbe  persona  nnder  awakening,  and  attend*  whenever  he  oaa. 
He  has  been  sick,  bnt  is  recovered.  Hr.  Ifazoy  ba*  bean  called  and  licensed,  httt  hss 
been  at  home  some  time,  mach  Indisposed.    He  1*  now  very  111  with  the  maaalea.    He 
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preftofaM  to  kdmti^tlon.  Serbral  of  th«  atndents  >ra  ftlao  down  with  the  meulea,  mnd 
Others  hkvo  bad  them.  Not  m  tow  of  the  Btudenta  aia  avdar  Herlona  ImprflMions. 
Huiy  of  (bs  people  here  ua  often  wlahlug  to  sea  Hr.  Smith  ttpan;  and,  for  your 
•Doonragement,  I  can  inform  you  that  man;  proleaa  to  have  bean  awakened  bj  yonr 
Ubon  amongst  oa.  No  acooant  haa  ;et  been  received  from  Dr.  Oano,  and  I  expect  to 
go  for  Jersey  the  beginning  of  May.  The  people  really  lament  and  mourn  at  the 
tbongbt  of  being  left  deatltnte.  What  think  yon  of  coming  and  making  another  viait 
to  Proridence  the  beginning  of  next  month?  I  believe  thlawoatd  diffnie  a  general 
joj  tbrongh  both  chnnsh  and  society.  Ton  will  find  work  enongh  to  employ  yon  day 
and  nlgbl.  I  heartily  wish  yoa  could  oonie,  bat  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
■peaking  to  the  committee  on  the  anbjeot.  I  expect  they  wonld  embrace  this  oppor- 
tnnlty  of  writing  you  if  they  knew  of  this  opportunity  to  aend  to  Boston,  —  more 
especially  U  they  had  not  aangnine  hopea  that  Dr.  Gano  would  soon  be  here;  but  I 
really  fear  some  dlaaatar  has  happened  to  him.  If  my  wishes  conld  bring  you  to 
Providence,  you  wonld  soon  ba  hare.  Attleboro  ia  vlalted,  and  aeverat  other  places. 
Urs.  HMining  Joins  In  love  to  you  and  lady,  with,  dear  air,  yours,  etc., 

Jucxa  HuiHiao. 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Rippon,  dated  Not.  13, 1790,  whioh  we  find  in 
the  first  Toltime  of  tlie  "Register,"  Backus  thua  refers. to  the  religious 
istereet  ID  FrovideDce : — "A  revival  of  religion  began  io  Providence 
Cdl^e  about  a  year  ago ;  a  young  tutor,  Rev.  Mr.  Jonathan  Mazcy  is 
now  a  promifiiug  preacher  in  the  Baptist  church  there,  to  which  near 
thirty  membets  hare  been  added  in  the  year  past,  and  the  work  still 
prevails." 

At  the  oommenoflment  of  the  present  year,  the  political  affairs  of 
the  State  had  reached  a  oiisis.  The  general  government  had  been 
oiganized  under  the  Constitution,  and  had  been  in  successful  operation 
since  April  80,  1789.  North  Carolina,  in  November  following,  adopted 
tiie  Constitatiott,  leaving,  says  Staples,  "Rhode  Island  alone  in  her 
glory,  sovereign,  independent,  and  alone  —  no  State  or  nation  bound 
to  her  by  txeaty,  or  by  community  of  feeling,  situation,  or  interest" 
Seven  times  had  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  moved  in  the  General 
Attembly  for  the  oalling.of  a  special  Convention,  and  seven  times  had 
Uiey  been  defeated  by  a  politioal  party,  composed  largely  of  country 
members,  who  had  risen  to  power  by  their  devotion  to  extreme  measures, 
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and  were  Innded  together  to  retain  if  possible  their  political  ascendtmcy 
at  all  hazards.  The  near  approach  of  January  15,  1T90,  after  whit^ 
Rhode  Islanders  were  to  be  treated  as  foreigners,  roused  the  merehants 
and  friends  of  the  new  government  throughout  the  State,  to  make  one 
more  strenuous  attempt  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  call  a  Conventioa  for 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  ConstitntioD.  The  General  AseranUy 
met  in  Frovidenoe  on  the  second  Monday  in  Janoaiy.  Four  days  were 
spent  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Body.  On  Friday  morning,  Ben- 
jamin Bonme,  a  representative  from  Providence,  and  afterwards  aa 
efficient  Trustee  of  the  College,  moved  for  the  calling  of  a  Convention, 
and  the  motion,  after  debate,  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  84  to  29.  The 
senate,  which  consisted  of  the  governor,  the  lieutenant-govemor,  and 
eight  senators,'  &iled  to  concur,  the  lieutenant-governor  and  fouz  sena- 
tors voting  against  it.  This  was  on  Saturday  evening.  The  assembly 
adjourned  to  Sunday  morning.  Before  the  assembly  met  one  of  the 
opposing  senators,  who  was  a  minister,  left  town,  having  become  con- 
vinced, says  the  historian,  that  he  ought  to  attend  to  pastoral  duties  on 
the  Lord's  day.  Tradition  affirms  that  his  travelling  expenses  were 
defrayed  by  John  Brown,  the  hero  of  the  Q-a»pee.  The  question  was 
^jain  taken  in  the  senate,  and  as  the  vote  was  now  a  tie,  it  was  incum- 
bent on  Governor  Collins,  the  presiding  officer,  to  cast  the  decisive  vote, 
which  he  did  \fj  voting  to  concur  with  tiie  Lower  House,  The  State 
House  that  day,  says  the  annalist,  was  throi^d  to  overflowing,  while 
the  several  churches  were  almost  vacated.  The  most  intense  anxiety 
pervaded  the  community,  and  when  it  was  known  that  the  bill  calling 
for  a  Convention  had  been  passed  into  a  law,  vain  was  the  attempt  to 
stop  the  rising  murmur  of  applause  in  the  House,  or  the  shouts  of  joy 
without.  Never  before  in  tlie  history  of  the  State  had  tlte  L^pslatare 
been  in  session  on  a  Sunday,  and  never  before  had  there  been  snch  an 
occasion  to  justify  it. 

The  name  of  the  opposing  senator  or  assistant  who  left  town  in  onlor 
to  attend  to  his  pastoral  duties,  is  not  given.  It  was  probably  Jc^m 
Williams,  of  Foster.     His  titie,  as  given  in  the  schedules,  is  Eeqaire. 

'AMlKanti  ma  the  URc  oMd  U  lU*  time  u 
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Kni^t,  in  his  History  of  the  Six  Principle  Baptiats,  states  th&t  the 
church  in  Foster  was  formed  in  1780,  and  that  it  waa  under  the  pastoral 
oate  of  Elder  John  Williams,  assisted  bj  Elder  John  Westcott,  andtiiat 
these  two  continued  to  preach  and  have  pastoral  care  of  the  oharoh  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  both  living  to  be  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age. 
They  were  what  would  be  called  to-day  lay  preachers,  working  with 
their  hands  during  the  week,  and  preaching  Suadays.  "The  labors  of 
the  ministry  in  the  Six  Principle  Baptist  denomination,"  says  Knight, 
"  have  generally  been  confined  to  their  own  churches,  or  within  a  very 
small  circle.  Their  ministets  hare  generally  been  in  indigent  circum- 
Btancea,  and  obliged  to  labor  to  support  themselves  and  families,  their 
churches  not  being  so  much  in  the  habit  of  affording  pecuniary  aid  to 
their  preachets  as  other  denominations."  The  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion from  Foet«r  in  May  following,  were  Capt.  William  Howard  and 
John  Williams,  both  of  whom  voted  nay  on  the  question  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  This  we  learn  from  Staples's  "  Rhode  Island  in 
the  Continental  Congress." 

On  Monday,  May  24,  the  final  State  Convention  on  the  Constitution 
-was  held  at  Newport.  On  Thursday  the  body  adjourned,  for  more 
ample  accommodations,  from  the  State  House  to  the  Second  Baptist 
Church,  where  for  three  days  the  great  debate  between  the  contendii^ 
parties  was  continued.  At  five  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon  the  final 
vote  was  taken.  Thirty-four  members  voted  to  adopt  the  Constitution, 
and  thirty-two  voted  in  the  negative.  Thus  a  majority  of  two  votes 
"saved  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  from  anarchy,  and  the  State  from 
dismemberment." 

The  news  reached  Providence  before  midnight,  and  was  announced 
tiy  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  booming  of  cannon.  The  next  day  the 
returning  delegates  were  received  with  a  national  salute  of  thirteen 
guns.  Again,  says  Staples,  "patriotism  encroached  on  pie^,  as  when 
the  vote  for  calling  the  Convention  passed  in  the  preceding  January, 
and  the  stillness  of  the  Sabbath  morning  was  broken  by  the  joyful  roar 
of  artillery." 

In  about  two  months  after  this  event,  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  17, 1790, 
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President  Waabington  witb  his  suite,  accompanied  bj  Got.  Clinton  of 
New  York,  Thomaa  Jefferson,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Stat«,  and  Beveral 
membera  of  CongreaB,  made  hia  first  visit  to  Provideoce.  A  large  [no- 
cession  waa  formed  to  eaoort  them  from  the  packet  in  which  tbej 
arrived,  and  the  ocoaaioa  was  made  a  gal&-day  throughout  tiie  town.  In 
the  evening,  sajs  the  Cfautte,  '*  tbe  President  and  many  others  took  a 
walk  on  the  College  green,  to  view  the  illumination  of  the  imilding  bf 
the  students,  which  made  a  most  splendid  appearance." 

On  Thoraday,  the  19th,  President  Washington  and  his  auite  were 
escorted  to  the  College  by  the  atadente,  and  by  Dr.  Manning  were  intzo- 
daced  to  the  library  and  Museam,  where  in  behalf  of  the  Corporation 
ha  thus  addressed  him  :  — 


Sik:  — TboQgliBinong thslMt  to oongntalUe 70a on  your  adwioameiit  totlwtdis- 
nUed  knd  Importaat  statloti  to  vhtoh  thA  nouiiiiiDiu  Toice  of  »  grmtofal  conntrj  ItM 
called  yoa,  the  Corporation  ot  Bhode  Islaod  College  claim  to  lie  among  the  flret  In 
warmth  of  affection  for  yonr  peraon,  and  In  eiteam  for  yonr  public  characMr.  In 
placing  yon  at  the  head  of  the  United  States,  regard  wae  had  no  leM  to  the  inflttence  ot 
yoni  example  oTer  the  morale  ot  the  people  than  to  your  talents  In  the  •dtiilnistiati<» 
of  government.  Happy  ate  we  to  obierve,  that  slnillar  motlTea  have  intluencod  jovr 
condnct  in  filling  the  lower  ofBoM  In  th*  «xecBtlT«  deparbnent.  We  moat  devoutly 
Tenerate  that  anporlntendlng  Fiovidenoo  whleh.  In.  the  oouiae  of  events  propttlone  to 
tiila  ooantry,  haa  called  yon  forth  to  OBtabllsh,  alter  having  defended,  onr  righu  and 
liberttea. 

Agitated  Id  the  honi  of  donbtfal  conflict,  exnltlng  In  your  victorlee,  we  watched 
yoni  footstepe  with  the  mott  anxlons  soUelnide.  Onr  fervent  supplications  to  Heaven, 
that  yon  might  be  fozntahed  with  that  wisdom  and  pmdence  necessary  to  gnlde  as  to 
freedom  and  iodependenoe,  have  been  heard  and  most  graoionsly  answered. 

For  the  preservatioa  of  this  freedom,  one  great  object  sUll  Dommandi  our  peculiar 
attention,  —  the  education  of  onr  /onth.  You  lentimentB,  sir,  on  this  snbject.  "that 
knowledge  is  in  every  country  the  siueat  pnbllo  baei*  of  happineas,"  and  the  strongaM 
barrier  agidnat  the  Intruding  band  of  despotiam,  aa  they  most  perfectly  aoooid  with 
thoae  of  the  moat  celebrated  characters  that  ever  adorned  bamBU  nature,  so  tbey  leave 
no  room  to  apprehend  yon  will  refuse  the  wreath  with  which  the  guardians  of  literatni* 
here  would  entwine  yoor  brow. 

By  restoring  your  health,  and  protracting  your  life  so  dear  to  this  country.  Divine 
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Fm>Tid*nc«  liu.  Id  •  laM  insUnce,  Inrulthed  to  mlUlon*  matter  of  tbMiktglTUig  and 
pralM. 

Thatjoamaj  long  lemkin  on  «»rth,  Bblewlng  to  mankind,  Hid  tho  support  of  joiix 
canntiTi—tbatyoamftjftfteTwaidaTeeelve  the  rewards  of  Tlttno,  bjkAvlng  tbe  appro- 
bation of  Ood,  — is  OUT  most  sincere  deslTe  and  teryent  snppllcatlon. 

This  address,  which  had  been  formally  adopted  by  the  Corporation, 
at  a  BpeciaL  meeting  held  in  the  State  Honse,  August  17th,  vas  duly 
presented  to  the  President,  signed  by  Jabez  Bowen,  Chancellor ;  James 
Manning,  President;  and  David  Howell,  Secretory.  To  Manning's 
address  in  behalf  of  the  Corporation,  President  Washington  tiins 
replied:  — 

To  nn  CoxnwATHHi  ov  Brodi  Isbun>  CoixaaB: 

Onm-BittK:— The  drcnmstawoee  wliioh  haTe  nntil  this  time  prevented  yon  from 
oSerlnK  yonr  oongiatalatlons  on  my  advancement  to  the  station  I  liold  In  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  do  not  diminish  the  pleasnre  I  feel  In  receiving  tUs  flat- 
tering proof  of  yonr  affection  and  esteem,  for  which  I  request  yon  will  accept  my 

In  repeating  thus  pnblicly  my  sense  of  tbe  seal  yon  displayed  for  ths  inooesa  of  the 
«Mua  of  yonr  oonntry,  I  only  add  a  single  snflnge  to  the  gensral  testimony  which  all, 
who  were  acquainted  with  yoD  in  the  most  adverse  and  donbtliil  momenta  of  «nr 
stmgKle  for  llher^  and  Independence,  have  constantly  borne  in  yonr  favor. 

While  I  cannot  remain  Insensible  to  the  Indulgence  with  which  yon  regard  the 
Inflnenee  of  my  example  and  the  tenor  of  my  conduct,  I  rejoice  In  having  so  favorable 
an  opportunity  of  felicitating  the  State  of  Bbode  Island  on  the  co-operation  I  am 
■nxa  to  find  In  the  measnres  adopted  by  the  guardians  of  literature  in  this  place,  for 
improving  the  morals  of  the  rising  generation,  and  Incnloatlng  upon  their  minds 
principles  peculiarly  calculated  for  the  preservation  of  oar  rights  and  liberties.  Ton 
may  rely  on  whatever  protec^on  I  may  be  able  to  aftord  in  so  important  an  object  as 
the  edncatlon  of  ooi  youth. 

I  will  now  conclude,  gentlemen,  by  expressing  my  acknowledgments  for  tbe  tender 
manner  in  which  you  mention  the  restoration  of  my  health  on  a  late  oooasion,  and  with 
ardent  wiehea  that  Heaven  m^  prosper  the  literary  Institntian  nnder  year  care,  In 
^vlng  yon  the  best  of  Its  blessings  in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  world  to  come. 

At  the  Commencement  this  year,  1790,  twenty-two  young  gentie- 
men  took  their  first  degree,  being  tbe  largest  number  that  had  ever 
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been  gradoated  &t  one  time  since  the  College  was  founded.  Among 
them  was  Moaes  Brown,  youngest  son  of  Nicholas  Brown,  a  bright  and 
promising  youth,  who  a  few  months  lat«r,  just  as  he  had  entered  upon 
his  sixteenth  year,  was  seized  with  a  disorder  which  suddenly  put  an 
end  to  his  life.  In  this  class  also  was  graduated  the  third  President  of 
Brown  Univeisity,  Asa  Messer,  of  whom  we  have  given  a  sketch  in 
the  preceding  chapter.  At  tiie  close  of  the  exercises,  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  George  Washington,'  President  of 
&6  United  States  of  America.  This  was  the  last  Commencement  at 
which  Dr.  Manning  presided. 

To  TB>  Bar.  Dr.  Skfth. 

Pkotidkhcb,  IStfa  Nor.,  1T90. 
Dk&r  Bbotbkb: 

YoQn  of  tlie  SSth  vlt.  Is  before  me.  The  tide  of  IraalnaM  which,  on  my  return  home, 
flowed  la  apoo  me,  pteveoted  017  recolloctlng  Ihe  cam  oI  Mi.  Meaeer.  But  in  1117 
Jomner  to  the  Weit  I  had  him  conslantlr  In  view,  bat  fonnd  no  opening  which  I 
thought  worthy  hU  Atteiitlon.  Ht.  Bead,  fiom  VliglnU,  has  not  retuinod,  nor  have  I 
had  anj  intelligence  from  him  loapectiDK  a  chance  foi  teaching;  eo  that  I  cannot  tX 
pteaent  give  any  encouragement  from  thle  qoaitar,  aa  It  was  the  general  opinion  that 
It  woald  be  Imprudent  tor  him,  all  things  considered,  to  take  a  place  in  Collie,  till 
tho  pieoent  Seniot  Class  are  out  of  the  war-  We  have  appointed  a  Mr.  IiTodon  Arnold 
to  that  ofBce  for  the  present,  who  has  no  thoaghte  of  continuing  more  than  a  year.  It 
Ur.  Heaaer  should  not  fall  into  better  business  by  that  time,  it  would  be  very  agreeable 

<  Is  reterencs  to  this  we  And  the  following  pleuuil  uiecdou  in  Slppon'i  BapUK  Raglstar :  — 
"  In  a  DonveriUlOQ  between  Mreral  frtondtT  gentlemen  (In  London)  enme  time  ilnoe,  which 
totned  chleOy  on  the  conflnement  ot  Leirli  the  Mttlf,  who,  like  ui  absoloM  toTerelgn,  had  Mid  la 
Are  and  twentr  mllllODi  of  people, /wiU  tM  oAayKl, —contnated  with  Iba  popularity  of  WasUngtsa 
tlie  Oroot,  — it  wu  mentioned  that  the  Baptist  College  in  Rlioile  Island  had  conferred  tbedsgnMot 
Doctor  <a  Lam  on  the  President  ot  the  United  State*.  Whlla  it  seamed  to  be  the  e™vi1  mind 
that  this  dlitingniihed  ohuacter  In  the  history  of  man  wotiid  prefer  the  lanrela  of  a  college  (0  a 
QTCwn  of  despotiam,  one  of  tba  company,  it  la  laid,  quite  impromptu,  gsre  vent  to  the  tetilngi  of 
his  heart  in  the  following  efluilon :  — 

'  Whan  kings  are  mare  soTerelgns,  or  tyraota,  or  tools, 

Vo  wonder  the  people  staonld  treat  thsm  as  foels ; 

Bat  WaiktngUm,  therefore,  preaidei  with  applause, 

Because  he  well  merits  the  I>actor  of  Laws. 

I'll  ne'er  be  a  ruler  till  TmLL,  D., 

Ifor  England  nor  Scotland  shall  send  It  to  me ; 

m  have  my  diploma  from  ProiMMUt  fliiJJ,  — 

For  WaahlDgton  had,— or  I'll  have  none  at  all.'" 
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to  me  to  have  him  lot  on  asBlBtantj  and  aooner,  ahoold  Tatoi  Maxcr  leave  ni,  which 
h«  talka  of,  thongh  I  ■hall  relnotantl;  agiee  to  it.  He  hu  with  great  peniiHloii  aon^ 
MUted  to  sappi  J  the  palplt  lor  six  months,  and  does  it  to  great  acceptance.  He  baa 
man;  hearers,  and  his  lahore  appear  to  be  owned.  He  Impiovas  amazingly.  The  good 
woik  still  prevails,  and  the  prospect  is  as  promising  at  present  as  at  an;  period  past. 
Our  dear  Irlsnd,  Hr.  Jenekes,  is  almost  gone.  It  is  not  Ukel;  that  he  will  ata;  with  na 
man;  weeks.  Nicholas  Brown  Is  in  a  ver;  poor  way,  bnt  yet  goes  out.  I  fear  bis  dis- 
order la  radical  and  will  prove  fatal. 

Tonr  son's  standing  shall  remain  as  it  has  done.  The  instances  of  Catholicism 
amongst  the  Presbyterians  are,  tbelr  opening  their  houses  of  worship  to  the  Baptists, 
and  flocking  to  bear  them,  at  Bmnawick,  Woodbridge,  Ellzabethtown,  Newark,  etc. 
Tbe  Associatlan  of  Danbnr;  consists  of  thirteen  cbnicbes,  and  there  are,  probably  as 
man;  more  In  that  qnorter  which  will  Join  them.  There  has  been  a  great  increase  of 
tbe  Baptists  in  tbe  western  part  of  Connecticnt  and  in  the  lower  part  of  York  State  of 
late.  I  sDppose  Mr.  Flint  has  concluded  to  commence  a  preacher  among  tbe  Congrego- 
tionalists,  and  I  conclnde  is  about  to  accept  a,  call  to  the  Sonth  Parish  In  Hartford. 
Either  tbe  cross  was  too  heavy  to  commence  a  Baptist,  or  he  hod  little  reason  to  expect 
that  ba  should  be  called  to  the  work  among  us,  unless  he  coDld  give  better  evidence  of 
a  change  of  heart;  or  probably  something  of  both  hod  weight  in  bis  determination. 
I  have  said  nothing  to  him  on  the  subject  latel;,  as  I  was  convinced  of  tbe  strong  bias 
he  bad  for  preacbiog  at  all  events.  I  snppose  be  has  bean  borne  down  wltb  a  torrent 
of  influence  from  Pedobaptist  connections. 

By  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  Bobbins  I  bear  that  the  two  churches  In  York  are  ver;happ; 
together.    I  wish  this  feeling  ma;  continue  and  Increase.    The  da;  appointed  for  Mr. 

Baldwin's  Instalment  I  attended  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Bl>enezer .    The  letter 

from  tbe  Boston  chnicb  did  not  reach  me  until  late  in  tbe  evening  of  the  preceding 
Lord's  D19,  so  that  It  was  out  of  my  power  either  to  come  01  send  them  word.  I  hope 
yon  had  a  comfortable  season.  Our  friend  Mi.  Sutton  Is  settled  neail;  la  the  centre  of 
Kentack;,  and,  I  believe,  in  regard  to  worldl;  prospects,  is  more  happy  than  ever  he 
iras,  though  he  has  not  the  charge  of  a  oharob,  as  there  are  toar  ordained  elders  In  that 
to  which  he  belongs.  He  bos  purchased  two  bnndrod  acres  of  good  land,  bos  enough 
cleared  to  raise  bis  bread,  which  bis  sons  manage,  together  with  carrying  on  a  consid- 
erable share  of  tbe  hatter's  business.  This  leaves  him  at  leisure  to  travel,  as  he  has 
lost  his  wife ;  and  among  other  journeys,  be  contemplates  one  to  New  England,  to  visit 
once  more  all  bis  friends  In  this  quarter.  With  best  respects  to  yon,  lady,  and  family, 
wltb  all  friends,  in  which  Mrs.  Manning  joins, 

I  remfUn,  as  ever, 

Jambs  ULunmo. 
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Hr.  Flint,  to  whom  Manning  here  refers,  was  ordained  as  a  paator 
of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Haitfoid,  on  Wednesday, 
April  20,  1791.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Strong  of  Hartford  made  the  iutrodoc- 
tory  prayer,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hitchcock  of  Providence  preached  the  sermon, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Goodrich  of  Durham  gave  the  charge,  the  Rev.  Nathan 
Perkins  of  Hartford  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  the  Rev. 
David  Maccluie  of  East  Windsor  made  the  concluding  prayer. 

Fkom  tek  Rbv.  Aii«»g.if  Booth. 

Eion>OK,  April  1,  IT91. 

It  being  more  than  tweWe  moatha  Blnce  I  wcot«  jod  m  lattei,  I  hATO  been  macb  dU- 
appointed  in  not  haTlng  hkd  the  pleagare  of  heariagfiom  jon.  At  the  same  time  iMDt 
ft  Tery  long  letter  to  Dr.  Sunael  Jonee,  In  answer  to  one  I  reoeived  from  liim,  relatiTe 
to  the  propriety  of  baptizing  each  persons  as  bad  been  solemnly  Immersed  on  a  pnilee- 
•ion  of  faith  by  a  PedobaptlBt  minister,  —  both  of  which  I  enclosed  in  a  packet  to  Dr. 
StillmaD  at  Boston ;  but,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  have  not  reoelved  a  line  from  America 
■tnce.  The  name  of  the  captain  (nor  yet  of  his  ship)  by  whom  the  little  packet  was 
■ent,  I  do  not  now  recollect,  bnt  sbonld  be  very  aorry  to  leun  ttutt  the  lett«r  nover  came 

It  la  probable  that  you  have  heard,  ere  now,  of  the  death  of  Ht.  B.  Bobinson,  of 
Cambridge.  He  died  the  laat  aummer,  a  little  before  hla  History  of  B«ptlBm  was 
flnlshed  at  the  pteaa ;  by  wblob  book  It  appeara  he  wia  a  thoroagh-faeed  Sooliilaii  M  the 
time  ol  bis  deoeue.  He  diod  in  the  neighborhood  ol  Birmingham,  at  the  house  of  a 
gentlemMi  belonging  to  Dt.  Filestly'soomiannity,  after  having  preached  at  the  Doct<»'a 
meetlng-honae  the  Lord'a  Day  before ;  waa  burled  at  the  Doctor's  burying-grouDd  (be  at 
least  spoke  at  the  grave)  at  tbeexp«nse  of  the  Doctor's  people,  and  tbe  Doctor  preached 
and  pnbllahed  a  toneral  sermon  for  him ;  a  sermon  contemptible  as  to  Its  compositlMi, 
and  detestable  as  to  the  sentiments  contained  in  it.  Some  of  the  sentiments,  In  my 
view,  are  an  Insult,  not  only  on  the  Scriptures,  but  on  common  sense,  eEoept  the  lattei 
be  debauched  b;  vain  philosophy.  Mr.  Robinson's  History  of  Baptism  you  may  proba- 
bly have  seen  before  now.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  work  of  both  labor  and  learning.  It 
contains  various  particulars,  tn  opposition  to  Inlant^prinkllng,  that  are  both  new  sad 
pertinent;  but  there  la  much  extraneona  matter;  there  are  many  indicationa  of  rank 
Socianlsmj  variooa  detestably  fandfnl  Interpretations  of  paasagee  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment; and  Booh  marks  of  enmity  against  the  character  ol  Auguatlnna  aa  I  did  not 
expect.    We  have  very  lately  loat  by  death  that  worthy  BapUat  minister,  llr.  Bobsrt 


y.Google 


iTW-iToi.  Airo  MAmrrao.  485 

HaII,'  ot  Anisby,  in  LtlcMterahtra.    H«  is,  I  doabt  not,  with.  God,  uid  Us  memory  U 
mneh  r«ap«ot«d. 

Boelnlaiiiaiii  !■,  I  f«&r,  atlU  gaining  ground  in  Bngluid,  MpecUlly  In  tbe-nationBl 
BstabUatunent ;  and  aeTerKl  at  out  joang  Baptist  miniaters  )i»Te,  wltbln  th«B«  two  or 
three  j«an,  adopted  that  pomlciona  ajstam  ot  error  and  of  blasphem;.  BntonrdiTloe 
Jeina  llTea  and  reigns,  to  gorem  the  world  and  to  take  cars  of  his  own  caase. 

I  hear  but  little  of  Mr.  Winchsstor  of  lata,  and  have  never  seen  him.  I  am  Inclined 
to  think,  however,  tlut  his  corrupt  prlndples  lose  rather  than  gain  ground  In  thia 
metropolis. 

Hope  ;oo  will  Indolge  me  witit  a  letter  as  soon  as  jon  can  after  yon  reoelTe  this ;  and 
that,  among  other  thing*,  jon  will  Inform  ma  whether  my  Fedobaptism  Examined  be 
yetrepabllsbed-  I  have  been  Informed  that  proposaU  for  pohllsblng  by  sabaerlptlon 
my  asaay  on  the  Kingdom  ot  Christ,  have  appeared  at  Philadelphia.  I  waa  a  little  sur< 
prised  to  hear  ot  repnhiUhlng,  by  labsorlptlon,  so  small  a  piece,  nothing  ot  that  kind 
being  Isaned  here. 

It  ha*  been  and  now  tsaslckly  time  among  my  people.  Three  ot  the  member*  ot  the 
chureh  nnder  my  Imperfect  pastoral  care  bare  departed  out  of  lite  since  the  present 
year  came  in,  and  another  of  them  Is  on  the  verge  ot  the  grave  by  the  envenomed 
tooth  ot  a  devouring  cancer.  The  Lord  grant  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  his  whole 
will  concerning  ns.    Oh  for  more  genuine  s^rltnal-mlndednessl 

And  DOW,  sir,  I  most  affectionately  commend  yon  to  God,  and  to  the  word  ot  bis 
grace,  earnestly  prayingtfaat  peace  and  prosperity  may  attend  yon  and  yours  and  all  the 
chnrches  of  Christ.    I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Toar  unworthy  brother  In  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 

A.  Booth. 
FnoK  THB  Biv.  Dn.  BirroM,  of  Lonoit. 
BsTUKiTD  Aim  Dbah  Sot: 

I«st  evening  Captain  Hesnacd  dellvsred  me  his  tetters  from  New  Tork,  and  to-mor- 
row the  Bagh  sails,  so  that  I  have  but  a  few  mlnntes  for  each  letter. 

The  Beglstet  Is  taking  a  prodigious  spread  through  almost  all  onr  chnrches,  the 
country  friends  themselves  ordering  from  fifteen  to  one  hundred  copies  for  each  church. 
I  teal  myself  honored  In  seeing  your  name  among  the  brethren  who  encourage  the 
design.  I  refer  now  to  the  advertisement  In  the  Philadelphia  Aasoolatlon  letter.  I 
had  hoped  that  I  might  have  received  yonr  painting  by  Captain  Mesnard,  but  I  must 
now  beseech  yon  to  forward  It  by  the  ^wjfint  safe  conveyance,  informing  me  at  what 
age  it  was  done.  Dr.  Bvnn*  is  beautifully  engraved,  and  so  Is  Providence  meeting- 
house, from  a  copy  in  the  Maiat/aiMtU  Jfofaitne  tor  Angust,  1789.    No  pari  of  the  Ma^ 

1  rather  of  the  oalebrated  Robert  UaU  ot  Cambridge. 


,,Google 


486  BBOWK  UNITBB8ITT  Chap.  XDl 

oiiiM  have  I  msd  bealdea.  Tho  aoooont  of  the  Frovidenoe  church  cuiiiat,  I  soipeet,  be 
brought  Into  the  First  Fart  of  the  Beglstei,  thoash,  on  aocennt  of  Ita  early  date,  tl 
shoald  be  one  of  the  Ant  eodetiea  under  Article  the  Sth,  where  It  itMidi.  I  wonld 
not  BO  soon  have  advertised  Ita  inaertloa,  had  I  not  kaown  It  would  hava  afforded  great 
pleasure  to  many  of  our  English  hrethreni  though,  hy  the  way,  aome  of  them  ate 
astonuAsdatthesiMBPLiI  I  was  the  more  unwilling  to  bring  this  article  forward  tio 
early,  because  I  was  unaoqnalnted  with  your  opinion  of  the  narratlTa.  It  came  hereto 
a  friend  of  John  Stanford,  said  to  have  been  written  by  him  and  approved  t^  the 
church.  Of  courae  you  have  seen  It.  No  one  in  the  city  hut  myself  and  the  tanily  le 
whom  It  waa  sent  know  that  Stanford  had  any  hand  in  it ;  and  hla  name  must  be  entire^ 
kept  out  of  sight  in  tills  country.  If  I  Introduce  the  account  of  the  church  in  the 
Second  Part  of  the  Register,  with  your  correctloas,  I  dors  not  go  any  further  than  1TB7, 
QuIesB  you  will  give  the  narrative  such  a  llnish  that  the  close  may  introduce  your 
praaTU  condition.  Mr.  Foster  Informs  me  that  Mr.  Uaxcy  (named  in  your  former  let- 
ter) has  engaged  to  supply  Providence  one  year.    I  beg  to  be  aftecHonataly  rememberel 

to  him.    I  never  had  any  correspondence  with  Ur. ;  am  sorry  to  find  he  did  not 

behave  well  at  Providence. 

The  happiness  of  the  American  churches  lies  near  my  heart.  I  aee  my  brethren 
have  too  mach  neglected  them.  There  is  not  public  spirit  enough  In  this  country ;  but 
I  have  hinted  by  this  conveyance  to  two  friends,  that  tbe  Register  Is  intended  to  serve 
the  Amarivm  brethren  particularly.  I  am  nm  when  we  have  larger  accounts  of  Ken- 
tucky, well  authenticated,  the  design  you  proposed  a  few  months  since  can  naturally 
be  brought  forward ;  and  I  have  laid  some  foundation  already  tor  Its  sncoess.  TUs  I 
have  mentioned  to  no  American  but  yourself. 

I  And  Mr.  Wesley's  people  are  aiming  to  have  a  new  college  In  Ajnerloa  (etda  Dr. 
Coke's  Missions).  I  wish  I  had  a  good  drawing  or  engraving  of  your  College  edlBce, 
and  a  history  of  the  College.  I  have  the  printed  charter ;  wish  for  a  proof  of  the  old 
seal,  with  (be  ezplanatlons  thereof.  Would  you  favor  me  with  the  history?  Dr.  Evans 
has  offered  au  account  of  the  Bristol  Academy.  It  yon  are  too  busy,  could  not  Dr- 
Drowne  draw  It  up?  I  wish  I  oould  see  Mr.  Haxcy's  handwriting.  I  have  a  copy  of 
Robinson's  History  of  Baptism  tor  your  acceptance.  Hope  to  send  It  next  mouth,  with 
an  article  ordered  by  Dr.  Drowne.  My  respects  to  him.  My  Christian  love  to  yonr 
good  lady. 

I  rem^n,  affectionately  and  truly,  yours, 

30K»  BUTKH. 

P.  S.  —  I  dare  not  dictate,  bnt  If  tbe  Register  meets  the  approbation  of  the  Americaa 
brethren,  perhaps  each  Association  would  say  what  number  they  wonld  certainly  take, 
and  appoint  the  clerk,  or  some  other  brother,  to  convey  materials  for  me  to  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  or  New  York,  from  time  to  time. 
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The  "Register,"  to  which  Dr.  Rippon  here  refers,  proved  to  be  an 
important  means  of  commonication  between  English  and  American 
Baptists.  It  is  entitled,  *'The  Baptist  Annual  Register,  including 
Sketches  of  the  State  of  Religion  among  different  denominations  of 
good  men  at  home  and  abroad."  It  is  dedicated  to  "all  baptized  min- 
isters and  people  in  America,  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
the  United  Kethertanda,  France,  Switzerland,  Poland,  Russia,  Prussia, 
and  elsewhere."  The  first  volume  includes  the  years  1790-8.  It  has 
fine  copper-plate  engravings  of  Caleb  Evans,  Robert  Hall,  and  Presi- 
dent Manning.  Full  accounts  of  the  College  Commencements  for 
the  years  1789,  1790, 1791,  1792,  and  1798,  are  given,  and  also  Prof. 
Howell's  charge  to  the  graduates  in  1791,  and  President  Mazcy's 
charge  in  1793.  The  second  volume  includes  the  years  1794-7,  and 
has  engraved  portraits  of  Benjamin  Francis,  William  Clarke,  and 
Samuel  Stennett.  The  College  Commencements  are  for  the  years  1794, 
1795,  and  1796.  The  third  volume  is  for  the  years  1798-1801,  and  the 
Commencements  are  for  the  years  1797  and  1798.  The  engraved  por- 
traits are  Samuel  Pearce,  Philip  Gibbe,  John  Tommas,  John  Fawcett, 
and  William  Rogers.  This  last  we  have  reproduced  to  accompany  our 
sketch  of  Dr.  Rogers,  in  a  previous  chapter.  The  concludit^  volume 
IB  for  the  years  1801-2.  Appended  is  the  famous  "Confession  of  Faith 
put  forth  by  the  Elders  and  Brethren  of  one  hundred  baptized  Con- 
gregations in  England  and  Wales  (denying  Arminianism}  "  in  the  year 
1689.  The  only  account  of  Commencement  for  this  volume  is  for  the 
year  1801.  The  engraved  portraits  are  Samuel  Stallman,  Jonathan 
Purchas,  Isaac  Hann,  and  John  Thomas.  On  page  792  is  the  view  of 
the  Baptist  meeting-house  to  which  Dr.  Rippon  refers,  with  a  history 
of  the  church,  by  Stanford.  These  four  octavo  volumes,  which  are 
exceeding  scarce,  constitute  an  important  addition  to  our  Baptist  his- 
tory. A  fine  set  is  in  the  writer's  possession,  obtained  through  the 
kindness  of  Dr.  Angus,  late  President  of  Regent's  Park  College,  Lon- 
don. The  CoU^^  Library  also  has  a  complete  set,  which  it  has  recently 
secured  through  a  bookseller  at  Amsterdam. 
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In  December,  1790,  Dr.  MsQQing  addiessed  a  letter  to  the  Rev. 
William  Itichards,  LL.  D.,  of  Ljiiii,  Eogland,  to  which  Mr.  RichardB 
thus  replies.  The  letter,  it  may  be  added,  did  not  reach  Providence 
until  nearly  four  months  after  Manning  had  passed  from  the  scenes  of 
his  earthly  labors. 

Ltnv,  nr  Norfolk,  Old  EvoLAMit,  Jnne  6, 1T91. 
Ht  Deax  Sis: 

BiiibrMting  KU  opportDnlly  which  hu  auddeal;  uid  uaezpectadly  pr«Mnt«d  itscU, 
ot  Bonding  to  AmBclca  a  pkckat  by  a  priTate  huid,  I  can  do  little  mor*  thMi  Jut  to 
ackaowlodgo  tli«  T«c«lpt  of  your  tdnd  letter  of  tha  IBth  of  December,  which  mmde  Iti 
way  here  abont  the  middle  of  last  month,  oia  Lirerpool  and  BinaloKfaam.  I  ■inoaraly 
thank  yon,  «ti,  for  this  favor  i  and  I  re]oloo  exoeedingly  In  the  proapeot  which  yont 
lettet  exhibit*  of  the  growing  greatneis  and  the  incceaalng  felicity  and  proeporitj  of 
America.  I  bare  long  been  partial  to  that  oonntry,  and  at  a  very  early  period  of  my 
life  (Blxtean  or  MTenteen  year*  ago)  waa  on  tbo  point  of  lemoTlnf  from  Britain  thither. 
The  war  deterred  me  then,  and  lor  eome  year*  after,  from  aoeompUahing  my  parpou ; 
and  having  been  settled  In  tble  place  some  years  when  tbe  peace  took  place,  I  fonnd  it 
rathsT  inconvenient  then  to  qnlt  tbe  oonntry.  Shonld  I  live  a  few  yean  longer.  It  1* 
still  probable  that  I  shall  remove,  bnt  It  is  most  likely  Oiat  that  removal  will  be  to 
Wales  and  not  to  America.  I  am  and  have  always  been  very  much  attached  to  my  deai 
native  country;  but  I  shonld  like  U  much  better  were  It  connooted  with  the  United 
States,  than  as  it  is,  a  branch  of  the  ootmpl  British  empire. 

Aa  to  the  lune  ot  my  late  controversy  with  Ur.  Carter,  my  last  piece,  the  History  ot 
Antichrist,  brought  it  to  Iti  conelnsion.  I  have  never  seen  my  opponent  since,  bnt  he 
has  repeatedly  sent  me  his  friendly  compliments,  and  Invited  me  to  call  apon  him 
whenever  I  should  pass  throogh  his  neighborhood,  hut  It  has  not  salted  me  to  pay  him 
avialt  yet.  Our  Independent  brethren  have  treated  their  poor  Baptist  neighbors  some- 
what more  civilly  since  this  controversy  took  place  than  they  were  wont  to  do.  In 
these  conntles  of  Iforfolk  and  Suffolk  they  are  a  very  powerfnl  body.  That  pstr^,  six, 
as  I  suppose  yon  know,  originated  here,  and  have  oontinned  here  ever  ainoe,  as  numer- 
ous and  Tsspectabte  aa  in  any  part  of  Britain.  Their  miniatera  are,  in  general,  men  ot 
conalderable  abiUtlea  and  learning,  while  tbe  Baptist  ministers,  on  the  contrary,  are 
poaaesaed  of  but  a  moderate  ahare  of  either.  Tbe  former  aeemed  conaclons  ot  their 
superiority,  and,  In  general,  affected  to  treat  the  latter  with  the  moat  manlteet  contempt. 
In  abort,  air,  I  am  tbe  flrat  of  the  Particular  Baptists,  and  even  of  the  Baptist  denon- 
Ination,  who  has  had  the  temerity  to  accept  a  challenge  from,  or  to  enter  tbe  lists  with, 
a  Norfolk  or  Bnttolk  Independent.    I  hope  the  adventure  was  not  altogether  nseleas  to 
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tli«  Baptlat  CMuA.  The  ludependeuU  Iwve  never  elnce  disooreied  tbe  leut  diapoalljon 
to  oppoM  lu  mgain  in  print ;  and  It  la  the  gener*!  opinion  that  It  will  be  long  before 
lhe7  will  Bttompt  to  proToke  the  Beptlsta  Into  another  paper  war.  Many  of  them  were 
COUTluced,  daring  the  debate,  that  the  Fedobaptlet  Boheme  wee  not  tenable,  and  they 
of  oonrae  Joined  ni ;  and  not  one  waa  known  to  be  eonflrmed,  In  the  mean  time,  in  that 
•cheme. 

Since  the  conclneion  of  this  dlapnte,  I  have  been  called,  by  the  ananlmooa  volee  of 
the  Welsh  Baptist!,  to  engage  in  another  of  a  aimllar  natnie  with  the  PresbTtertana 
and  Independents  of  tbe  Princlpalit;,  who  had  Jaet  then  broken  tbe  peace  bj  violently 
attacking  thair  principlea,  and  who  were  llkewlee  strongly  eapported  by  the  Whlte- 
fleldltee,  a  very  nnmeroai  body  In  that  conntiy.  The  person  Intmsied  by  tbem  with 
the  direction  ot  thia  warUaHr.  Benjamin  ETane,aveTypopQlar  minister  in  Cordlgan- 
sbire,  very  dexterous  and  very  obstinate  In  debate,  and  a  perfect  adept  in  the  sophist 
and  the  qnlbbler'e  trade.  He  has  already  published  Oiraa  pieces,  and  I  am  now  about 
beginning  my  Mini  piece  In  reply.  ■  What  will  be  the  issue  of  this  war  mast  be  left  for 
time  to  determine.  Hy  opponent,  by  the  vigor  and  violence  ol  his  exertions,  and  fre- 
quent rallylngt  and  renewals  of  the  combat,  seems  to  think  that  he  has  a  great  deal  at 
Stoke.  He,  too,  and  his  brethren,  took  It  for  granted  that  he  was  greatly  superior  to 
an;  that  tbe  BapUste  could  call  out  to  oppose  them  in  the  Welsh  Ungnoge.  Qod  grant 
that  the  truth  may  not,  in  this  hard  atmggle,  be  anywise  dishonored  by  ita  very 
unworthy  advocate. 

Report  says  that  thie  conttoveny  has  already  been  productive  of  some  very  pleaalng 
and  happy  effeeta,  and  that  the  Baptist  interest  Is  likely  to  be  considerably  benefited 
t^lt.  laentacopyof  my  flret  Welah  tract  to  yonr  good  Brother  Dr.  Samuel  Jones, 
and  had  yon  known  the  langnage  I  ahonld  have  been  very  happy  to  have  presented 
yon  with  anoOier,  and  anbmitted  It  to  yonr  examination.  I  deem  these  mnoh  superior 
to  my  Englleh  plecea.  They  coat  me  much  more  tbonght,  and  I  beetowed  maoh  more 
pains  upon  them  every  way. 

Some  suppose  that  tbe  piece  I  have  now  on  hand  will  be  the  last  of  this  oontroveiay, 
bnt  that  seems  to  me  rather  doubtful.  I  almost  think  that  some  things  I  shall  advance 
thla  time  will  provoke  some  kind  of  a  reply.  Kor  am  I  at  all  anxlons  about  that 
matter,  so  long  as  onr  oountrymen  contlnne  to  give  us  a  patient  and  attentive  bearing. 
I  am  willing  to  give  my  labor,  and  my  Welsh  brethren  seem  at  present  as  willing  to  be 
at  the  expense  of  printing  what  I  write. 

The  Baptists  are  very  namerons  and  greatly  on  the  Increase  In  Wales.  Some 
ehnrcbes  there  are  the  largest  we  have  in  Britain.  That  of  lAuJloffan,  In  Pembroke- 
ebire,  which  Is  tbe  largest  of  all,  consists  of  between  eight  hundred  and  nine  hundred 
members.    The  great  increase  «t  tlie  Welsh  BapUata  ie  seemingly  what  provoked  theiz 
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Pedobaptlst  brethren  to  commence  tbl«  quurel  with  them.    I  hope  ther  wIU  not  In  the 
end  hAve  obj  c»nee  to  trlnrnph  over  ne. 

I  have  bad  gome  thoughti  of  mltlng  the  LUe  of  Boger  Williams.  Conld  yoa,  tli, 
tell  me  where  he  was  barn,  or  add  any  materiale  towarda  hit  history,  over  and  ahore 
what  Mr.  Backna's  hixtory  contains?  I  have  some  of  hia  works  which  Hr.  Backni 
never  eaw.    He  is  with  ma,  in  several  respects,  a  favorite  character. 

I  am  Sony  to  hear  of  the  imallness  of  jonr  fand,  and  of  joui  pecuniary  difflcvlties 
at  the  College.  I  wish  the  British  Baptists  wonld  take  yonr  case  nndar  conatderatian, 
and  afford  you  some  effectnal  aid.  Thsy  ought  to  do  so,  I  think;  and  yet  I  am  afraid  it 
will  not  be  an  easy  matter  to  persuade  them  to  It,  Dnlese  some  of  the  Londoners,  and 
other  opulent  Baptists,  were  to  take  it  np. 

I  thought  your  library  was  more  considerable,  and  am  sorry  to  And  it  U  not.  The 
Bristol  Library  is  now  a  very  capital' one  by  the  additions  of  the  collections  of  Dis. 
Gilford  and  Llewelyn,  and  especially  the  latter,  which  was  a  very  excellent  one.  I 
wish  eome  others  in  this  country  would  bequeath  their  collections  to  your  College.  I 
have  myself  near  fifteen  hundred  volumes,  some  of  them  of  value.  But  a  man  in  my 
sitaatiou,  in  very  moderate  circumstanceB,  and  with  a  very  small  salary  from  the 
congregation,  and  having  withal  an  aged  mother  to  provide  tor, — a  man  in  such  s 
situation,  I  say,  must  make  no  resolution  in  matters  of  thta  kind.  Perhaps  my  circnm- 
stances  when  I  die  may  not  admit  of  my  disposing  of  my  books  as  I  might  hare  wished. 
Therefore  please  to  keep  this  hint  to  yourself.  Now,  my  dear  sir,  I  must  take  my  leave. 
May  every  blessing  attend  yon,  is  the  earneet  wish  and  prayer  of 

Your  sincere,  affectionate,  and  f^thful  friend,  brother,  and  servant, 

W.   BlCBiMH*. 

P.  8.  —Is  there  any  truth,  sir,  in  the  reports,  which  onr  pnblic  papers  diUly  circulate 
in  this  country,  of  very  dreadtnl  ravages  committed  by  the  natives  among  your  people 
about  Kentncky  and  other  back-settlements?  I  suspect  it  is  only  a  contrivance  otonr 
Qovemment  tor  the  parpoee  of  checking  Qie  pK^^ress  of  emlgratlou,  and  to  persuade 
the  good  people  of  Britain  that  there  Is  not  so  blessed  a  country  anywhere  as  their 
own.  Oar  papers  are  in  like  manner  stuffed  witb  falsehoods  relating  to  the  stated 
things  In  France,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Assembly.  These  tricks  will 
not  always  serve  their  purpose. 

I  received  a  letter  lately  from  Hr.  Curtis,  sou-tn-law  to  the  late  Mr.  Bobinson.  The 
second  volume  of  Mr.  Robinson's  long-expeoted  work  li  now  tn  tbe  press.  It  Is  not 
Intended  to  print  any  more  than  seven  hundred  and  Uty  copies  of  it,  so  that  I  suppose 
tt  will  soon  become  scarce.  It  was  the  author's  design  to  have  oalled  It  the  Pint  Tol- 
ome  ot  the  History  of  the  Baptists ;  but  as  he  did  not  live  to  complete  his  plan,  oi  M 
Uniab  any  more  than  this  volume  of  It,  it  is,  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Abraham  Rees.  to  be 
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entitled  EccleaiMtlcal  BeBeaiches.    I  am  »otrj  to  leftm  that  there  ere  etlU  near  four 
hnadred  copies  ot  the  History  of  Baptlam  unaold. 

Dear  air,  pray  pkrdan  the  Intolereble  length  end  blundeie  ot  this  scnwl.  When  I 
began,  I  little  thought  I  ehoald  loribble  half  to  much,  noc  Indeed  did  I  expe<!t  thM  the 
oppoitnnity  woald  permit  me  to  do  io,  «•  I  thought  the  meMengei  could  not  stay. 
XxcDSe  me  this  time. 

Mr.  Richards '  was  a  native  of  South  Wales.  At  the  age  of  twelve 
he  had  been  at  school  only  one  jear.  From,  this  time  till  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  when  he  entered  the  academy  at  Bristol,  he 
received  no  iostructioD.  Bat  his  applioataoa  to  study  was  vigorous  and 
persevering.  He  remained  at  the  academy  in  Bristol  two  years.  After 
preaching  for  a  short  time  as  an  assistant  to  Dr.  John  Ash,  of  Pershore, 
he  accepted  an  invitation  &om  the  Baptist  Church  at  Lynn  to  become 
its  pastor,  and  entered  upon  his  public  ministry  in  that  town  July  7, 
1776,  where  be  continued  to  reside  —  more  than  half  of  the  time  as 
pastor  of  the  church — till  bis  death,  which  occurred  in  1818,  in  the 
sixty-ninth  year  of  his  f^. 

Mr.  Richards  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  learning,  particularly 
in  English  and  Welsh  history,  and  in  the  Welsh  language  and  litera- 
ture. His  writings  are  historical,  political  and  controversial.'  His 
moat  important  work  ia  the  History  of  Lynn,  in  2  vols.  8vo.  Dr. 
Evans  says  of  it:  "It  ia  not  only  well  written,  the  stj-le  perspicuous 
and  manly,  but  it  b  replete  with  information  as  well  as  entertain- 
ment" His  review  of  Noble's  Memoirs  of  the  Protectoral  House  of 
Cromwell  is  characterized  by  Lowndes'  as  "  severe,  but  at  the  same  time 
just." 

"  His  Dictionary  of  Welsh  and  English,"  says  Dr.  Evans,  "a  work 
of  minute  and  wearisome  labor,  is  in  high  repute."  Mr.  Richards  was 
of  the  General  Baptist  denomination,  and  a  strong  advocate  of  retigioos 
liber^.     It  was  his  love  of  the  liberal  character  of  the  College  which 


■Bee  Hemolnol  the  Life  Mid  Wrltlngiol  Ber.  ^lUlamRIobaiile,  LL.D.,  b;JobnETUi«,IXJ)., 
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of  the  College  Ittmzy, 

*  BlbllognqiheT'i  Xunul. 
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induced  him  to  bestow  upon  it  his  library,  as  appears  from  the  {oUowiag 
passf^  in  his  Memoira : — 

Mr.  Bioliftrda  hod  oorrMponded  with  Dr.  Junea  HuLDlng,  one«  Pnatdeot  nt  tli« 
Baptist  College  in  Rhode  IsUnd.  From  thta  gsfttlemaii  he  learned  the  liberal  constitn- 
tlon  ol  that  respectable  seminary,  and  for  soma  jaarB  prsTloDS  to  bis  death  maant  to 
bequeath  to  It  bis  library.  He  «c«ordingly  made  Inquiry  ot  Dr.  Rogers  {at  Philadel- 
phla],  wbetber  It  was  still  conducted  on  the  same  liberal  footing,  in  which  case  he 
ataonld  cherlsb  the  same  generous  Intentions  towards  it. 

This  inquiry  wbb  answered  by  Dr.  Messer,  then  President  of  the 
College,  in  a  letter,  from  which  we  extract  a  single  passage  :  — 

Though  the  charter  requires  that  the  President  shall  forever  be  a  Baptist,  it  allows 
neither  him,  tn  his  official  character,  nor  any  other  officer  ot  InstruotloD,  to  Inculcate 
any  sectarian  doctrine.  It  torblds  all  religions  test ;  andit  requires  that  all  denoralna- 
tions  of  Christians,  behaving  alike,  shall  be  treated  alike.  The  charter  Is  congenial 
with  the  whole  ol  the  civil  government  established  here  by  the  venerable  Roger  Wil- 
liams, who  allowed  no  religious  tests,  and  no  preeminence  of  one  denomination  over 
•notber ;  and  none  has  ever  been  allowed  unto  this  day.  This  charter  Is  also  congenial 
with  the  present  spirit  ot  this  State  and  ol  this  town. 

Gratified  with  this  letter,  Mr.  Richards,  in  accordance  with  the  ptu^ 
pose  which  he  had  cherished  twenty-seven  years  previous  to  his  death, 
and  which  he  mentions  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Manning,  bequeathed  his 
books,  consisting  of  about  thirteen  hundred  volumes,  to  Brown  Univer- 
sity. This  was  the  most  important  donation  that  the  Library  had  as  yet 
received.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  his  will  was  made  on  the  very  day 
on  which  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  eonfeired  upon 
him  by  the  College.  Mr.  Richards  had  received  no  intimation  that  the 
honor  was  intended  for  him,  nor  did  he  live  to  hear  that  it  had  been 
bestowed. 

The  library  which  he  thus  bequeathed  is  in  many  respects  valuaUe. 
It  contains  a  considerable  number  of  Welsh  books,  a  laige  collection 
of  works  illustrating  the  history  and  antiquities  of  England  and  Wales, 
besides  two  or  three  hundred  bound  volumes  of  pamphlets,  some  of 
them  very  ancient,  rare,  and  curious.    The  coUectaon  is  partioolariy 
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Taluable  for  its  trealiseH  on  civil  and  religious  liberty.  The  originftl 
maDuacript  catalogue  of  Mr.  Richards's  libraiy  came  into  the  writer's 
hands  a  few  yeais  since.     It  is  now  among  the  archives  of  the  Library. 

Dr.  EvaDS,  in  his  account  of  Brown  University,  appended  to  his 
Life  of  Richards,  aaya :  "  Whilst  the  library  of  my  friend  Richards 
remains  amongst  tiiem,  to  perpetuate  the  name  and  character  of  its 
douor,  may  it  urge  ita  worthy  President,  as  well  as  the  members  of  this 
truly  respectable  Institution,  to  the  continued  exercise  of  that  spirit  of 
liberality  which  induced  an  hone»t  Cambro-Britain,  at  the  distance  of 
three  thousand  miles,  to  mark  and  reward  it." 

The  last  le^t«r  from  Manning  of  which  we  have  any  account,  is 
addressed  to  his  college  classmate  and  life-long  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hezekiah  Smith :  — 

pKOTTDKircK,  Ith  Juue,  1761. 

Yours  of  Feb.  ISth  nit.  came  to  hand  thres  monthi  to  a,  day  aftsr  It  was  written,  lo 
that  we  now  stand  on  even  grtioai.  Aa  yon  say  ot  mine,  it  met  a  welcome  reception. 
I  am  aoTcy  it  boa  not  been  In  my  power  to  provide  for  Mr.  Heiaer  agreeably  to  my 
wlahea  and  Ideaa  ot  hie  merit.  There  will  be  an  opening  at  Providence  for  a  tntor  in 
the  tall ;  but  Mr.  Alden,  ol  aenlor  standing,  appears  to  Inolina  to  fill  the  place.  It  so, 
there  will  be  an  opening  at  Tannton  in  the  academy  which  he  will  leave.  I  hope  that 
Hr.  Hesser  may  be  aocommodatsd  at  one  or  other  o(  theae  berths.  Please  to  present 
my  best  respects  to  him,  and  tell  him  he  shall  bave  my  Interest.  Ere  this  comes  to 
hand,  the  news  ot  the  departure  ot  our  two  good  trlenda,  Messrs.  John  Jenckes  and 
Nicholas  Brown,  mast  have  reached  yon.  Providence,  ohnrch,  and  society  are  bereaved 
indeed!    Bat  Jesut  Hues,  and  lives  to  support  hla  oauae  when  earthly  sapporters  (all. 

The  affairs  ot  the  Coll^^  do  not  prosper  aa  I  oould  wish.  With  the  twen^-two 
wbo  graduated  last  fall,  we  have  lost  twentT.nlne  this  year,  which  Is  a  great  defaloa- 
tion  from  onr  small  number.  More  are  about  to  come  soon,  but  I  think  It  will  be  some 
time  before  we  shall  make  the  number  ot  last  year  good.  Oar  number  Is  abont  Ofty. 
Ave.  The  last  intelligence  from  Brother  Oano  is,  that  early  this  spring  his  kitchen 
caught  flre  by  accident,  and  consumed  with  It  all  their  kitchen  furniture,  smoked 
meat,  etc.  Poor  lll-tatedmanl  He  is  not  to  have  hla  portion  here.  Well,  I  believe 
he  la  secure  ot  it  above.  I  am  glati  to  bear  that  you  found  my  friends,  the  Newbolda, 
agreeable.  I  saw  Caleb  at  New  York  a  tew  days  since,  and  he  mentioned  you  with  great 
aSeetlon,  as  alao  all  the  aaatam  people  to  whom  he  was  Introduced.    I  saw  none  of 
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yoMt  relfttiona  to  th«  WMtw&rd,  m  my  Journey  was  baaty  and  atMndsd  with  boslnM*. 
Nothing  lamarkabU  In  the  Middle  States  in  a  lellglons  way,  save  that  Brother  FoMar 
and  people  are  very  happy  and  ptoaperous.  The  8«coDd  Church  rent  ag^n,  and  in  a 
miserable  sltaation.  Our  old  Mends  generally  well.  My  brother  Enoch  died  In  Feb- 
ruary last,  and  John  Manning,  Esq.,  my  cousin;  also  Aunt  Randolph,  wife  ot  Uncle 
Bphraim.  The  people  of  Provldenoe  bare  oboseu  Mr.  Maxcy  tor  their  minister,  and  he 
has  resigpied  his  tutorship  and  accepted.  He  gives  very  general  satialsclion,  and 
promises  usefulness.  Religions  impreaslona  are  not  all  erased  from  the  minds  ol  tb* 
people  here.  With  best  respects  to  you  and  lady,  in  which  Mrs.  Manning  Joins, 
Tour  old  friend, 

Jaius  Muntmo. 

Dr.  MaQning,  as  hia  correspondeDce  shows,  had  repeatedly  and 
earnestly  requested  his  people  to  seek  for  a  proper  petson  to  sacceed 
him  ill  the  ministry.  This  he  did,  not  because  his  interest  in  preachiog 
had  diminished,  hat  rather  on  account  of  lua  multiplied  duties  as  Pres- 
ident of  the  College,  which  would  not  permit  him  to  do  justice  to  his 
flock.  "At  length,  in  a  most  hoQoraUe  way,  he  resigned  his  pastoral 
ofBce."  On  the  last  Sahhath  in  April,  1791,  a  few  monl^  only  before 
his  death,  be  preached  to  the  people  of  his  charge  his  farewell  sermon. 
The  occasion  was  one  of  unusoal  solemnity.  For  twenty  years  he  had 
been  to  them  their  spiritual  guide.  Under  his  teachings  and  influence 
the  church  had  been  greatiy  improved  in  its  discipline  and  worship,  and 
the  society  had  become  lai^  and  flourishing.  Revivals  had  attended 
upon  his  ministry,  so  that  f^in  and  again  he  had  come  to  them  "  in 
the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,"  announcing  to  not 
a  few  "glad  tidings  of  great  joy."  Scores  of  hia  hearers  he  had  led 
down  into  the  baptismal  waters.  And  now,  as  he  uttered  from  the 
pulpit  his  last  affectionate  address,  and,  as  if  in  prophetic  anticipation 
of  his  approaching  end,  expressed  the  improbability  of  his  ever  preach- 
ing to  them  again,  sorrow  filled  their  hearts,  and  their  emotions  fonnd 
utterance  in  sobs  and  tears. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation  held  on  the  13th  of  April,  Dr. 
Manning  had  notified  them  to  look  out  for  a  successor  to  fill  his  place  j 
and  shortly  after  preaching  his  farewell  sermon,  he  had  made  a  request 
in  writing  for  a  meeting  of  the  Baptist  society,  to  make  anangemeuts 
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for  finishing  tlie  meeting-houae  and  lot,  stating  in  thia  request  that  it 
would  probably  be  his  last.  What  gave  him  this  singular  presentiment  of 
his  approaching  mortality,  oan  never,  perhape,  be  ascertained.^  It  proved, 
alas  I  to  be  but  too  well  founded.  On  Saturday,  July  23d,  he  dined  at 
the  hospitable  table  of  his  fiiend,  Mr.  John  Brown.  On  Sabbath  morn- 
ing following,  while  uttering  the  voice  of  prayer  around  the  domestic 
altar,  he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  in  which  he  remained,  but 
with  imperfect  consciousness,  till  the  ensuing  Friday,  when,  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  expired,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  ^e. 

The  sudden  death  of  a  man  who  was  oniversally  esteemed  and 
loved,  and  had  filled,  for  so  many  yeara,  such  various  and  com- 
manding stations  of  usefulness  and  trust,  produced  throughout  the 
entire  community  tiie  most  profound  sorrow,  reaching  to  every  part  of 
the  city  in  which  he  lived.  When,  a  month  previous,  his  intimate 
friend  and  associate,  Nicholas  Brown,  whose  munificence  had  flowed  in 
a  thousand  channels,  and  whose  example  had  given  a  new  impulse  to 
the  public  mind,  quitted  the  scene  which  he  had  so  long  adorned  with 
his  presence  and  enriched  with  his  bounty,  it  was  to  be  expected  that 
there  would  be,  as  there  was,  a  general  expression  of  sorrow  and  regret. 
But  that  the  remo^  of  a  Christian  minister,  and  a  teacher  of  science 
and  letters,  who  possessed  none  of  the  advant^res  of  wealth,  but  whose 
later  years,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  oppressed  by  economic  solicitude 
and  care,  should  produce  a  regret  so  universal  and  so  deep,  '^is  a  pleas- 
ing homage" — adopting  the  language  of  Robert  Hall  on  a  similar 
occasion  —  "to  the  majesty  of  moral  power  and  int«lleotual  greatness." 

The  Corporation  immediately  assembled  in  the  College  Hall,  when 
tiie  death  of  the.  President  was  announced  by  the  Hon  Jabez  Bowen, 
LL.  D.,  Chancellor.  Among  other  demoostoitioDS  of  respect  and  affec- 
tion for  the  deceased,  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hitchcock, 
and  Messrs.  John  Brown  and  George  Benson,  was  appointed  to  wait  on 
Mrs.  Manning,  and  express  to  her  their  sincere  condolence  on  the  death 
of  her  "late  worthy  husband."     Messra.   Joseph  Russell,  Welcome 
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Arnold,  and  George  Benson,  were  also  appointed  a  committee  to  snperin- 
tend  \h9  funeral,  the  expenses  thereof  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Corporation. 

On  Sattirday,  July  SOth,  the  next  day  sifter  his  death,  the  renudns 
of  Dr.  Manning  were  conreyed  from  his  residence  to  the  College  Halt, 
wWe  the  funeral  aolemnitiea  were  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hitch- 
cock, at  that  time  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Provi- 
dence, and  one  of  the  moat  active  Fellows  of  the  College.  "The 
funeral,"  says  Prof.  Goddard,  "though  a  public  one,  was  no  empty 
pageant  Multitudes  flocked  to  the  College,  to  look  for  the  last  time 
upon  a  &ce  which  had  so  often  beamed  upon  them  in  kindness;  and 
multitudes  followed  him  to  the  grave  which  was  so  soon  to  hide  him 
forever  from  their  s^ht."  Indeed,  the  funeral,  in  the  language  of  the 
Providence  Q-wtette,  was  thought  to  *'have  been  the  most  numerous 
and  respectable  ever  attended  in  town." 

The  remains,  placed  upon  a  hearse,'  were  twine  to  the  north  buiy< 
ing-ground,  where  they  now  rest  by  the  side  of  Nicholas  Brown,  in  the 
family  lot.  "United  in  life,  in  death  they  are  not  separated."  The 
following  was  the  order  of  the  funeral  procession :  — 

Okuhtatis  or  txb  CobLnn. 

Pbofbiioki    Fobki   xvd  Wbit. 
the  corpse. 

MOUKNBKa  Uf  A.  COACH. 

Cbaitobllok    of    Tax    Col.i.Ka>. 

MwraWM  OF  TSB  COKrOKATTON. 


■  W*  li*v«  U  n]K>n  tiM  anthorH;  of  tbe  lata  Hr.  John  B.  Cluoe,  that  kt  Dr.  Humlag;^  foMnl  > 
kaHMwnwd  for  UmHtM  U>MlD  ProrldoioB.  It  mi  owned,  mj«  tb«  fakto  Sunnal  Q.  Amdd, 
inhU  "AimfT«naT7AddnM,"brtbaChArtubl«Baptl*tS(Klc«f,»BdwMli^0TtmlIn>m^4lud. 
IntTManMOOaDtot  rMelpti  for  lU  DM -wMrandved  by  tha  Sexton.  TImm  noolpts  wNm  taraa* 
ona of bla potqnltltM.   TbebcanawukeptlntlMlH 
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On  ^e  enaoing  Sabbath,  an  eloquent  and  impresBive  funeral  sermon 
vas  preached  in  tiie  Baptist  meeting-house,  by  the  Rev.  Perez  Fobes, 
LL.  D.,  fwetor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Raynh&m,  Massachu- 
setts, and  also  Professor  of  Natanl  and  Experimental  Philosophy  in 
the  CoUege.  A  sermon  was  also  preached  on  the  same  day  by  the 
Rev.  Prof.  Maxcy,  Manning's  successor  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  Col- 
lege. Both  these  sermons  were  afterwards  published.  From  the  former 
we  cannot  forbear  making  brief  extracts :  — 

The  MnUble  Manning  baa  glTen  nptbegbostj  uidwh*to  la  lis?  Not  In  tbe  Col- 
1«B«,  whera  latsly  we  saw  him  pKaidlng  with  mild  dlffnlty  and  paiental  aftection, 
greatly  beloTsd  by  every  member  of  tliat  collected  family;  not  In  the  hoaie  of  Ood, 
where  he  often  met  yon ;  nor  in  the  palplt,  where  yon  have  so  frequently  heard  him 
preach  the  glad  tidings  of  great  Joy ; — not  at  the  commiinton>table,  breaking  to  yon 
tbe  bread  of  life,  and  praying  for  tbe  health  of  langolahlng  soaU;  not  in  bis  own 
honse,  with  hU  family  and  (rlenda  around  him,  where  be  waa  ever  known  as  the 
revered  head  and  llliutrlona  example  of  religion,  of  government,  and  of  every 
domestic  and  social  virtue.    Ho,  he  1b  not  here. 

The  Corporation  ot  the  College,  with  the  instmctors  and  stndents,  all  feel  and 
lecognlie  the  lose.  Their  hearta  echo  to  the  voice  of  monmlng,  to  the  deep-toned  bell, 
and  to  all  tlie  badge*  of  sorrow.  With  mnltltades  around  us,  we  have  dropped  the 
Involuntary  tear.  We  have  felt  the  sigh  nnbldden  heave,  and  followed  the  AeorM, 
•olemn  and  slow,  with  a  nnmerons  train  of  monrnAt,  all  united  in  the  attestation  of 
high  esteem  and  affection  tor  the  lamented  man  of  Ood.  We  ate  witnesses,  and  God 
also,  how  piously,  and  Justly,  and  nnblamably  be  lived  among  us,  —we  are  vltnesaes 
to  the  amlabteness  ot  bis  natural  temper.  How  pleasing  his  condescension  and 
aitaUlityl  How  conspicuous  his  candor  and  impartiality,  even  In  circumstances  ot 
peculiar  trial  I  These,  added  to  a  strong  mind,  well  famished  with  useful  learning, 
and  with  ample  resources  for  eloquence,  popularity,  and  pleasing  address,  rendered 
him  highly  eateemed  tbiongh  the  large  eltcle  ot  his  acquaintance.  But,  alas !  all  these 
amiable  and  useful  qualities  could  not  exempt  him  from  the  fate  of  mortals. 

To  the  foregoing,  we  add  several  letters  by  Dr.  Manning's  intdmate 
friends,  announcing  his  death,  together  with  extracts  from  a  Com- 
mencement oration,  and  the  circulwr  letters  of  the  Warren  and  Phila- 
delphia AssooiatioDS.  The  following  letter  is  Etddressed  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  HezeUah  Smith :  — 
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Bonov,  Jnt J  30,  ira. 
DBAsSn: 

I  am  aonj  to  1>o  Uio  iaeMeiiK«r  of  d«wi  that  will  gtva  7011  p«In,  bat  70a  miiBt  know 
It.  Dr.  Manning  wh  taken  with  a  laintiDg  fit  laat  Lord's  Dttj  tnomlng,  at  tamily 
prayST,  and  ezpited  7Mt«rda7  morning,  at  haU-paat  tour  o'clock.  The  complaint  wu 
of  the  apoplectio  kind.  He  had  no  senBei  from  the  time  he  was  taken.  Great  the  Ion 
to  hia  amiable  wife,  great  to  the  College  and  Baptiflta  In  general.  But  the  Lord  relgni; 
•nbmluioD  to  him  Is  onr  certain  dnt7.  We  must  lmmedlatel7  look  around  (o(  a  penon 
to  flU  bit  place ;  bnt  where  to  And  him  I  know  not.  What  think  yon  of  Mr.  AlUaon,  or 
Dr.  Joaeef  Has  the  former  had  a  pnbllc  edncatlonf  Or  has  the  latter  the  'rarioot 
qnalifloatioDS  toi  a  President?  Ton  and  I  most  exert  ourselves  on  thU  occaaion. 
Fdeada  at  Providence  and  elsewhere  will  expect  It.  Write  Iteelj  to  me  on  thia  *nb- 
]ect.  I  suppose  it  will  be  best  that  Ur.  Howell  be  desired  to  preside  at  the  next  Com- 
mencement, as  the  oldest  Fellow.    Peace  be  with  70U.    Adlen. 

SAimL  Sttluuv. 

The  Collowiog  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Jones  gives  particulaiB 
of  Manniag's  death  aad  funeral.  It  was  written,  it  will  be  ohaerred,  in 
behalf  of  tiie  membeis  of  the  Corporation  of  the  College,  aud  in  an 
iaformal  manner,  designates  Ur.  Jones  as  Manning's  snccessor  in  the 
presidency. 

PnoTmsMCB,  Ang.  3, 1T91. 
SkabSix: 

Before  these  lines  will  come  to  7onr  bands  7on  will  doubtlaaa  have  heard  the  melan- 
chol7  tidings  of  the  death  of  onr  late  worth7  Prealdent  Manning.  Ha  departed  this 
life  about  four  o'clock  on  B'rida7  morning,  the  i9th  nit. ,  after  an  lllneaa  of  onl7  Bve  daTS, 
daring  which  time  lie  discovered  Uttle  or  no  signs  of  reason.  Hla  taneral  was  attended 
laat  Saturday.  It  was  the  largest  and  moat  solemn  that  I  have  seen  In  this  place.  I 
need  not  tell  yon  that  hla  death  la  anlTeraallj  lamented  by  all  ranks  of  people,  bnt  the 
loss  Is  more  severely  felt  by  the  Corporation  of  the  College,  and  by  the  atodenta  under 
hia  cars.  As  he  waa  the  founder  of  the  College,  and  celebrated  for  many  ahlning  abili- 
ties which  peculiarly  qualified  blm  to  prealde  In  It,  we  are  apprehensive  that  the  Inatltn- 
tlon  may  softer  a  temporary  relapse,  unless  some  known  and  established  character  can 
be  induced  to  supply  tbe  vacanc7  soon. 

At  a  meeting  of  aa  many  of  the  CoriKiratlon  In  this  town  as  could  be  readily  conrensd 
to  take  Into  consideration  measures  relative  to  the  ensuing  Commencement,  aome  con- 
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Tenation  pauad  almnt  Qt»  alection  of  k  Fretldent,  whui  it  wm  the  to1c«  ot  all  pieaent 
that  I  Bhonld  write  to  yon  on  the  subjeet  and  call  on  ;oa  for  awUtanoe  on  this  ooeaaloB, 
10  critical  to  the  Inlereata  ol  the  College.  It  i*  our  nnanlmon*  and  very  earneet 
requeat,  dear  ali,  that  70a  will  come  to  oni  help.  The  eye*  o(  the  Corporation  aeaDi 
fixed  on  yon  tor  a  ■ncceuor  to  Prealdent  Manning. 

Trom  my  long  acqnaintanoe  with  yon,  I  tiaye  not  the  leaat  donM  of  your  dlapoeltion 
to  lerTe  the  beet  Intareete  ol  mankind.  A  door  aeami  now  opened  In  dirlne  Providence 
to  oil  forth  to  pnblio  uefnlneuthoae  gieat  and  very  nielnl  talent*  I  know  yonpoeceu. 
Let  me  entreat  yon  to  oouldei  the  application  weightily.  I  am  eoie  yon  will  do  it 
•enalb^.  I  am  beia  to  leqnut  a  line  from  yon  in  anawei,  by  the  fliH  poet  after  the 
receipt  ot  thie  letter,  or  •■  loon  as  you  find  It  convenient  to  give  ne  an  answer  to  the 
■Dbjeot  ot  it,  and  I  have  it  in  charge  In  partlonlar  and  very  nrgently  to  reqneat  yonr 
attendance  with  n>  at  the  euning  Commencement. 

Pr^  give  my  reapeeta  to  Ura.  Jonei,  by  wliom  I  tnut  I  am  itill  remembered,  and  to 
any  othera  In  yonr  good  family  to  whom  I  may  be  known,  and  to  Inqnirlng  frlende. 
Wltb  very  great  estaem,  I  remain,  dear  air, 

Tonr  afleotionate  Mend  and  very  homble  aervant, 

David  Howkuu 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rlppon,  of  London,  the  Rev.  Isaac  BEUikus,  under 
date  of  Aug.  19,  1791,  writes :  — 

I  waa  with  President  Manning  two  day*  in  June  paat,  and  whan  I  parted  with  him, 
the  9th  of  that  month,  I  had  aa  little  thongbt  of  it*  being  the  last  parting  tor  time,  as 
at  any  parting  we  ever  had.  Bnt  near  night,  on  Jnly  29, 1  received  a  line  from  Provi- 
dence, informing  me  ot  hii  deceaae  at  tonr  o'clock  that  morning.  I  want  there  the  Brat 
luatant,  andmet  the  College  Corporation  the  next  day,  who  have  thought  ot  Dr.  Jonea 
for  h)siucceaaoT,if  hecanbeobtained;  bnt wa have  no  idea  ot  obtaining  any  man  who 
wilt  equal  Prealdent  Manning  In  all  reipecta,  at  least  aoon.  His  extensive  knowledge, 
ttrvent  piety,  constant  study  to  be  sBrviceable  to  mankind, —  hli  eaay  access  to  every 
class  ot  people,  with  his  gift  ot  governing  so  as  to  be  feared  and  loved  by  all,  where 
keen  envy  did  not  prevail,  —  rendered  lilm  the  most  accomplished  man  tor  that  station 
Of  any  one  I  ever  saw.  Yet,  la  the  midst  of  bis  naefnineaa,  he  is  gone,  as  vniversally 
lamented  as  any  man  that  I  have  known. 

The  following  letter  to  Dr.  Rippon  from  Solomon  Drowne,  is  pre- 
served among  the  Drowne  papeis.  After  alluding  to  Dr.  Manning's 
death,  it  g^ves  an  interesting  account  of  his  portrait,  and  of  the  College 
which  he  in  one  sense  founded :  — 
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A  atroke  •oiii«w1iM  slmllaT  t«  thmt  which  deprived  7011  of  the  ezoollent  Btum, 
though  slowM  In  ill  oparatioii,  deprived  □■  of  the  Father  of  oar  College,  — ono  of  the 
best  of  tnortali.  A  gloom  now  huiKa  over  that  hill,  which  his  benignant  eonnteiuuiM 
once  iiradlated.  On  thli  occasion  we  ma;  apply  the  linai  of  yonr  lllnatrions  Shaka- 
peate,  '*  He  was  a  man,  take  him  for  all  In  all,  we  ne'er  shall  look  npon  hla  Ilka  again." 
I  can  now  strike  hands  with  yon  In  grief,  and  exchange  sigh  for  sigh.  Bnt  in  these  dark 
diapensatlons  it  Is  onrs  to  hnmhle  oarselvel  and  leam  acqnlescence. 

Doctor  Manning  was  thirty-two  years  old  when  his  plctnre  was  done.  Yon  will  see 
it  was  not  the  prodnotlon  ol  an  eminent  artist,  though  deemed  a  pretty  good  likeness  at 
that  time.  He  wore  his  own  gracetal  hair,  and  there  was  a  dignity  In  his  port  and 
countenance,  which  that  picture  hy  no  means  reaches.  Providence  College,  founded  In 
1T6D  (the  charter  dates  from  ITH)  has  spmng  np  and  still  floarlshes,  though  the  tem- 
pestnons  billows  of  an  eight  years'  war  have  rolled  over  its  Infancy.  It  is  one  of  those 
rare  institutions  that  unpatronized  by  the  great,  merely  by  the  generons  subecriptloiit 
of  private  citizens,  in  a  country  not  wealthy,  exhibits  to  the  world  a  noble  temple  of 
science,  evincing  at  once  its  founders'  love  ol  literature,  and  their  invincible  persevsr- 
anoe.  ThouKh  the  snakes  of  envy  attempted  to  crush  the  Institution  in  its  cradle,  yet 
from  Its  own  native  hardihood  and  excellency.  It  rose  to  Its  present  dlatingnlshed  sta- 
tion among  the  literary  luminaries  of  our  country.  On  an  eminence  east  of  the  town 
Is  situated  the  magnificent  College  edifice,  commanding  an  extendve  and  picturesque 
view  of  the  adjacent  country,  the  Bay  with  the  Islands  it  embosoms,  and  the  adjacent 
town. 

At  the  Commencement  in  1791,  an  *'  Oration  on  the  Death  of  Rer. 
President  Manning  "  was  delivered  hy  Simeon  Doggett,  of  the  class  of 
1788,  then  a  candidate  for  the  Master's  degree.  Mr.  Doggett  was  a 
tutor  in  the  College  from  1791  to  1796.  He  afterwards  had  the  cha^ 
of  an  academy  in  Taunton,  Mass.  He  was  pastor  of  the  CongregatioDAl 
church  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  from  1815  to  1881,  and  from  tiae  latter  year 
to  1846,  was  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Baynham.  He 
died  March  20,  1852,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  hia  a^.  From  his 
oration  on  Manning,  which  is  preserved  in  manuscript  among  the  Coll^ 
archives,  we  present  extracts  :  — 

He  li  gone,  alaal  never  to  return.  Ko  more,  O  UannlngI  must  thon  grace  that 
sacred  desk  with  thy  majestic  presence ,  No  more  shall  the  temple  ol  the  Lord  seen 
like  the  gates  of  heaven  from  the  sweet  droppings  ol  thy  lips.  No  more  shall  CbtisUu 
assemblies  be  moved,  be  pleased,  be  Instructed,  be  enraptured  by  thy  Inspired  tongae. 
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No  more  ■hftltthon  leadtbedeTont  li«»rt  np  to  tlie  tbrone  of  Ood.  No  raotealiBll  thj 
OOiujillfttliiK  tongue  and  piacloDs  connsela  1m  b«ard  In  olinrob  and  atate.  Tby  placid 
oonntananco,  tbrpleaaingoonTeree.thyaott  and  graceful  maDneraahall  no  more  delight 
(he  triandl7  oltole.  No  mora  ahall  fan,  teapected  patrona  of  ronder  aeat  of  learning, 
boaat  of  the  ahining  oharactar  of  f  ooi  Prealdent  and  triaod.  No  more  aball  we,  017 
dear  elder  brothers,  alt  In  oonndl  with  onrirlse,oi»  mild,  oar  beloved  Prealdent.  .  .  . 
O,  ralentlaaa  Death  t  —  not  even  tbe  wortb  of  a  Manning  oould  elnde  thj>  atroke.  Bnt  In 
tbe  midat  of  hla  nsefnlnaaa,  when  that  nnraery  of  aclenoe,  planted  and  reared  by  bla 
toaterlng  band,  extending  Its  btaoohea,  began  to  require  all  thoae  ablUtlea  to  Inapeot 
andpreserreitwhlohwaTe  exerted  to  rear  It;  when  it  waanndet  hla  watchful  eya  and 
Indnatrlona  hand,  flonrlablng  In  all  tbe  beantlea  of  knowledge,  and  moulding  haman 
nature  Into  her  moat  pleaalng  forma;  when  he  began  to  aee  and  rejoice  In  the 
tmit  of  hla  labora,  In  the  midat  of  all  hla  gior;,  cruel  DeathI  thou  baat  auddenly 
anatohed  him  away,  and  hurried  him  to  the  grave.  .  .  .  Though  theae  bia  exertiona 
to  f noreaaa  knowledge  were  almoat  unparalleled,  yet  merel7  to  Inereaae  knowledge  waa 
not  hla  end,  bnt  tbe  maaui,  the  end  of  wblob  waa  to  regenerate  the  heart  and  to  adTance 
tbe  Bedeemer'a kingdom.  Hence,  whlleengdged  to ptomote  learning,  he  waaatlllmore 
engaged  to  promote  religion.  Of  thli  all  hla  paptla  are  wltneiaea  who  have  seen  his 
devotion  and  enjoyed  bla  initruotlons.  How  natnrallj-  at  our  College  exercises  would  a 
very  alight  connection  lead  hli  discourae  to  moral  and  raligiooa  anbjacta  I  Upon  theae 
aubjecta,  with  what  additional  ardor  would  be  discourse  1  Theae  occasions  seemed  to  add 
new  lite  to  bia  faonlties.  They  wouldadd  warmth  to  hla  heart,  brlghtueaa  to  his  under- 
Btandlng,  and  eloqnence  to  hia  tongue.  And  atlll  more  did  his  devotion  ever  show  that 
Ua  heart's  desire  and  constant  prayer  to  Dod  waa  that  true  religion  might  flourish. 
And  of  this  bia  pupils  are  not  the  only  witnesses.  All  Christian  societies  within  hll 
extenalve  aoqnaintance,  eapecially  those  of  this  town,  are  also  witnesses,  tt  waa  thia 
which  led  him  to  the  etndy  of  divinity,  and  finally  made  him  so  eminent  In  the  mlnie- 
tiy.  It  was  thia  which  oauaed  him,  like  the  primitive  apMtles,  to  travel  through  all 
pATts  of  the  country  to  Instmct,  to  purify,  to  organize,  and  to  confirm  the  church.  .  . 
Perhapa  no  one  of  his  age  had  a  greater  influence  In  the  Redeemer's  kindgom ;  and  bis 
oaefulneaa  waa  parallel  with  bis  Influence.  And  waa  it  not  also  this  ardent  desire  for 
the  triumph  of  religion  that  inspired  him  with  such  distlnguiabed  eloquence?  Few 
preaohera  of  his  age  spoke  like  htm.  He  moved,  he  pleased,  he  Instructed  all  who 
beard  him.  Notwithstanding  the  diversity  of  dispositions,  and  the  indifference  of 
hearts  In  Chrlstlaa  assemblies,  his  eloquence  made  Ita  way  to  all.  Bomettmes  clothing 
blmsett  with  the  threatenlngs  of  the  law,  he  seemed  to  thunder  forth  all  the  terrors  of 
Honnt  Sinai,  causing  tbe  moat  hardened  and  atnbbom  ainnera  to  tremble  before  him. 
At  other  times,  putting  on  the  garment  of  mildness,  tbe  peace  of  the  gospel,  hla  elo- 
quence breathed  naught  but  benevolence,  diffusing  teDderneas,  and  melting  all  hearta 
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Into  gilef  Mid  loT«.  ThoM  loUowing  thim  great  man  tzma  hU  lint  ftppeannce  npm  th* 
■taceol  aatlv«  lile  to  hlBdlaappeuMioe.weliivwlablrfliKllilinlioldlngliihlsIeftliMid 
the  cUmIos,  in  hla  tight  Um  Word  at  Ood,  wltb  bU  eye  Bxed  on  tha  good  of  mankind, 
videl J  diltnaing,  aa  be  paaaed  along,  knowledge,  and  religion,  and  happlneac.  Here  va 
might  add  hla  more  particnUt  afaatacter.  We  might  amplUy  the  majeatle  bnt  mild 
haantlesof  hla  person  and  appearance ;  the  vaat  reaouroea  of  hta  mind;  thennoonunoa 
greatneaa  of  hla  acquirements,  eonalderlng  the  acttrl^  of  his  life ;  Ms  T«inarkabl j 
amiable  disposition;  his  aatoniahlngljr  popular  talents,  and  his  diatingoiahed  and 
Inflexible  virtue  and  pletr-  •  •  ■  Time  not  affording  me  Oie  pleaaiue  of  fnnher 
addressing  the  particular  connections  of  thia  great  man,  I  proceed  to  ask  vfaethar  a 
character  ao  diitingalBhed,  so  oBeftil,  so  amiable,  could  posalbly  be  the  ob}eot  of  detta^ 
tiOQ?  Alaal  the  depraTlty  of  hnmon  natora,  It  could, it  was.'  Bnt  mark  the  Uaoe. 
Where  now  Is  detraction  7  Confounded  with  ahame  and  remorse,  she  has  forerer  hidden 
her  head.  The  nnlTersal  lanientatiou  at  his  death,  the  surprising  throng  of  inouraen 
at  his  funeral,  and  the  universal  approbation  of  his  nharacter,  have  eternally  stopped 
her  month,  and  reflected  her  deadly  shafts  back  upon  herself,  where  lliey  will  continue 
to  sting  like  serpenta,  and  to  cantlon  her  to  be  careful  bow  she  deals  with  real  merit. 

The  cinjular  letter  of  the  Warren  Association  alludes  to  the  death 
of  Manning  as  a  great  loss  in  Zion :  — 

Should  we  close  this  letter  without  taking  notice  of  the  providence  of  God  In  the 
removal  of  two  of  our  ministers  by  death  the  year  past,  we  should  betray  a  criminal 
inattention.  The  one  la  Brother  Nathaniel  Qreen,  of  Chatlton,who  hath  long  aostaioed 
a  good  character  in  our  churches.  The  other  was  our  much  esteemed  Brother  Juns 
MAKnufo,  D.  D.,  President  ot  Rhode  Island  College,  whose  abllitle*  and  naefnlness 
were  well  known  to  us  all,  and  whose  attention  to  the  interests  of  learning  and  religion 
Justly  claim  our  esteem.  Oh  that  the  great  head  of  the  Cborob,  tn  whom  are  all  gifts 
and  grace,  would  favor  us  with  other  persons  of  equal  accomplishments,  that  thereby 
the  breaches  in  the  walls  ol  Zlon  maybe  built  up. 

From  the  circular  letter  of  the  Philadelphia  Association  we  also  make 
an  extract :  — 


<  The  teellng  between  the  Federalists  aad  the  Anti-Federsllsta,  as  the;  were  csOed,  m*  it  tLb 
tlmeexceedlngly  bitter.  Dr.  Haonlng  being  an  scknowledged l«uler  among  the  former,  would,  of 
course,  meet  with  <q>posltloa  and  CTsn  hale  from  the  rival  party.  Again,  he  wss  throogti  all  Ui 
aenneotlon  wltb  tbe  Uollege  the  acknoirledBSd  leader  smong  tbe  B^>tlsts  of  Mew  En^snd,  wio 
were  contlnuBUy  oppoied  br  tbe  FedobsptUls,  or  Standing  Order. 
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But  our  ]oy  abate  while  we  refloat  on  the  hoavy  tldinga,  bo  generally  msntioned  In 
yonr  leRera,  of  the  death  of  onr  highly  eateemed  and  dearly  beloved  brother,  Dk. 
MunnKa;  who,  engaged  In  the  daareat  Lntareata  of  religion,  of  icience,  and  the  prott- 
perttT  of  hie  oonntry,  fell  from  the  aenlth  of  glory  and  naefnlneaa.  In  the  general  low 
we  anst^n  an  Important  part.  No  longer  ehall  we  enjoy  his  able  counaela,  hli  divine 
and  peranaalve  eloqnenoe,  nor  hii  personal  friendship.  Bnt  while  we  trust  he  fell  to 
tIbb  to  higher,  to  celestial  gloriei,  and  Joya  unspeakable,  resignation  becomes  ne.  Hay 
the  Lotd  sanctify  to  the  chnrohee  and  ministers  of  Christ  the  avrfnl  stroke,  enable  na  to 
feel  and  fslthtally  discharge  the  duties  devolving  on  us,  and  Imitate   hla  amiable 


A  reviev  of  Dr.  Manniog's  life,  as  presented  in  the  several  chap- 
teni  o£  our  work,  affords  a  pleasing  LUustration  of  the  truth  which 
Cowper  has  so  well  expressed, — 

' '  Ood  gives  to  every  man 
The  virtue,  temper,  understanding,  taste. 
That  lilts  him  Into  life,  and  lets  him  tall 
Just  in  the  niche  be  was  ordalDsd  to  fill." 

It  only-  remaioB  to  add  a  few  particulara  relating  to  Manning's  per- 
sonal appearance,  habits,  character,  and  influence.  This  we  shall  do  in 
the  langiiEige  of  his  intimate  friend,  and  early  associate  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  College,  the  Hon.  David  Howell,  who  wrote  his  obituary 
notice,  and  also  penned  the  inscriptioa  upon  the  atone  erected  I^ 
the  Trustees  and  Fellows  of  the  College  to  his  memory.     The  following 

extracts  from  this  obituary  were  originally  published  in  the  Providence 

&(uetu  for  Saturday,  Aug.  6,  1791 :  — 

In  hla  youth  he  was  remarkable  toi  his  dexterity  In  athletic  exetdsee,  tor  tha  sym- 
metry  of  his  body,  and  graoefQlness  ot  his  person.  His  conntenanoe  was  stately  and 
majestic,  fnll  of  dignity,  goodnew,  and  gravity;  and  the  temper  of  bis  mind  was  a 
oonnterpart  to  It.  He  was  formed  for  enterprise.  His  address  was  pleasing,  his  man- 
ner enchanting,  his  voice  harmonions,  and  hta  eloquence  almost  Irreaistlhle. 

Having  deeply  Imbibed  the  spirit  of  truth  himself,  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  be 
was  faithfnl  in  doclarlng  the  whole  counsel  ot  God.  He  studied  plainness  of  speech  and 
to  be  nseful  more  than  to  be  celebrated.  The  good  order,  learning  and  respectability  ot 
the  Baptist  churches  In  the  Eastern  States  are  much  owing  to  hla  assiduous  attention  to 
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tb«tt  welfare.    Tbecrsdit  ol  hla  n«me,  »iid  bis  penoul  lnflnenc«  amonc  tliem,  hare 
naver,  perbapa,  baea  exceeded  by  any  otber  oboncter. 

Ot  tbe  College  be  nmit  be  coualdered,  In  one  senie,  m  tbe  (oouder.  Ha  preaided 
with  the  Hlngular  advanlaice  of  a  sapeilor  penooal  appeonuce,  added  to  sll  bl>  ablnlng 
talenta  for  goTemlnK  and  Instnictlng  joutb.  From  tbe  first  beginning  of  fala  Latin 
Bcbool  at  Wairea,  throogb  many  diBoonrOffementB  be  baa,  by  oanatuit  core  and  labor, 
raised  tbls  aeat  of  learning  to  notice,  to  credit,  and  to  reapectabllity  In  the  United 
States.  Perbapt  the  hUtory  of  no  other  College  will  diacloee  a  more  rapid  prognu  m 
greater  maturity,  in  tbe  coarae  of  abont  twenty-flre  years. 

Altboagh  he  seemed  to  be  coniiigned  to  a  sodsntary  life,  yet  he  was  capable  ot  mora 
active  scenes.  He  hod  paid  much  attention  to  the  government  of  bis  country,  and  had 
been  honored  by  this  State  with  a  seat  in  tbe  Old  Congress.  In  state  affairs  he  discov- 
ered an  uncommon  degree  of  sagacity,  and  might  have  made  a  figure  as  a  politlctan. 

In  classical  learning  he  was  fnlly  competent  to  tbe  business  of  teaching,  althoogb  be 
devoted  leas  time  than  some  others  In  his  station  to  tbe  study  ol  tbe  more  abetmse 
sciences.  In  short,  nature  seemed  to  have  furnished  blm  so  completely,  that  little 
remained  tor  art  to  accomplish.  The  resources  ol  bis  genius  were  great.  In  conversa- 
tion he  VBS  at  all  times  pleasant  and  entertaining.  He  bad  as  many  {riends  as  acqnaiQl* 
ances,  and  took  no  less  pains  to  serve  his  friends  than  to  aoqolre  them. 

His  death  Is  a  loss,  not  to  the  College  or  church  only,  bnt  to  the  world.  He  U 
lamented  by  the  youth  under  bis  care,  by  the  churches,  by  his  fellow-citttens;  and 
wherever  bis  name  has  been  heard,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  olvlllEed  earth,  lbs 
friends  of  science,  of  virtue  and  humanity  will  drop  a  tender  tear  on  the  news  ot  his 

His  amiable  lady,  the  wife  of  his  youth,  and  the  boa«t  of  her  sex,  with  all  her  forti- 
tude ot  mind,  which  la  great,  must  have  sunk  under  the  dtatressiug  loss  were  she  not 
sustained  by  divine  grace.  Hay  Heaven  continue  to  support  her,  for  eaitb  must  have 
lost  its  charms.  Few  peraona  ever  enjoyed  a  more  excellent  consUtntlou,  or  better 
health.  Increasing  corpulence,  occasioned  chiefly  by  his  confinement  to  the  labors  of 
bis  station  (for  he  was  temperate  in  his  diet),  gave  him  soma  oomplaints  of  lll-haalth  of 
late  years ;  but  what  in  partioniaz  furnished  lilm  with  a  singular  presentiment  of  hit 
mortality,  Is  unknown. 

The  following  is  the  inacription  penned  hy  Judge  Howell,  and 
copied  from  his  tomb-stone  in  the  North  Burying  Groond :  — 
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Id  memoiT  ol 

Tbk  Bbt.  Jambs  Haknixo,  D.  D., 

PraUtM 

of  Bhods  laUud  College. 

He  was  bora  In  New-Jeraeri  -^^  ^-  1^38, 

Beeune  •  member  ot  •  Bkptlst  ChOToh,  A.  D.  1TS8, 

Oradnated  atNauatt  Hall,  A.  D.  1T6S, 

Vm  ord^ned  a  Hinlater  of  the  Ooapel,  A.  D.  17S3, 

Obtained  a  Charter  for  the  CoUeKe,  A.  D.  ITSS,' 

Was  elected  President  ot  it  the  same  j^ax. 

And  was  a  Hembor  of  Congress,  A.  D.  1TS6. 

His  person  was  graceful, 
And  his  conntsnance  ramarkably  ezpiBBslT'e 
Of  senslbiltf,  oheertnlnees  and  dignity. 
The  Taiiet7  and  excellence  ot  his  natoial  abilitieB, 

Improved  b7  edncation  and  enriched  bj  ecienoe. 
Raised  him  to  a  rank  of  eminence  among  literary 

Characters. 

Hi*  manoers  were  engaging,  bis  voice  harmonlons, 

Hla  eloquence  natnral  and  powerful. 

His  Social  Vlrtuea,  Classic  Learning.  Eminent  Fatrlotisin, 

Shining  talents  tor  Inatrocting  and  gOTemlng  yontb. 

And  zeal  in  the  caose  of  Christianity, 

Are  recorded  on  thetablete  of  many  hearts. 

He  died  ot  an  apoplexy,  July  29, 1T91, 


The  likeness  of  President  Manning  accompanying  the  present  work 
waa  engraved  trom  an  original  portrait,  which  has  long  been  in  the 

lit  Is  a  niatteraf  SniprUe  that  one  k>  latlnutely  acqaatnted  with  UanalngKi  was  Jndge  Howell, 
»d  eonoeeted  with  tbe  College  almost  tiiym  the  beglnDlnK,  aboold  IiaT«  glTen  tUt  date  tor  tbe 
CkarMSiWhlok,  IS  we  have  seen,  was  gtuitadb;  the  LecUature  at  the  February  sMBk>n,lTM.  True 
UvasDot  tlfiied  and  tealedntitu  October  31,  lies;  but  tbe  Corporation  held  Its  first  meeting undsr 
the  Cbarter  In  September,  IIM,  deeled  Its  offlcers,  and  transsctcd  busioees,  as  the  records  from 
which  m  have  in  a  prevlons  cbq>ter  given  extracts,  fnBy  sttow. 
64 
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poBsesBion  of  the  Unireisity.  It  was  painted  in  the  year  1770,  hy 
Cosmo  Alexander,  a  Seotch  gentleman,  who  came  from  f^linburg^ 
about  this  time,  and  is  said  to  hare  given  Gilbert  Stuart  his  first  lesaooB 
in  drawing.  Dr.  Drowne,  in  his  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rippon 
announcing  the  President's  decease,  has  given  a  good  description  of  the 
painting.  Mr.  Rippon,  in  his  correspondence  with  Manning,  had 
requested  the  loan  of  it  for  an  engraving  for  the  Baptist  Register.  Mr. 
Thomas  Mullett,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Manning,  dated  Bristol, 
October  6,  1791,  nearly  four  months  after  Manning's  decease,  thus 
writes  concerning  it :  —  *'  I  took  the  necessary  care  of  your  picture, 
delivered  it  to  Mr.  Rippon's  order,  and  your  letter  into  his  own  hands." 
The  engraving  appeared  in  the  fint  volume  of  the  Register,  togetiier 
with  Judge  Howell's  obituary  notice,  and  an  extract  from  the  funeral 
sermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Prof.  Maxcy.  On  the  decease  of  Mis. 
Manning  in  1815,  the  paintang  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Univer- 
sity. A  second  and  larger  portrait,  painted  from  the  original  by  Jamee 
S.  Lincoln,  a  Providence  artist,  at  the  expense  of  Messrs.  Brown  tt 
Ives,  was  presented  to  the  Corporation  about  the  year  1840.  The  origi- 
nal remained  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  office  many  years,  covered  with  dust  and 
forgotten,  until  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  writer.  Through 
his  exertions  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  skilful  artist  to  be  restored, 
and  then  encased  in  an  elegant  frame.  It  now  graces  the  Collection  of 
Portraits  in  Sayles  Memorial  Hall. 

Our  task  is  done.  We  have  endeavored  to  trace  the  origin,  and  to 
exhibit  the  early  progress,  of  Rhode  Island  College,  or,  as  it  is  now 
called.  Brown  University.  So  far  as  possible,  we  have  allowed  the 
writers,  the  actors,  and  the  records  of  the  past,  to  tell  their  own  story 
in  their  own  way,  having  no  theories  to  advance,  and  no  interests  save 
those  of  truth  and  jostdce  to  subserve.  That  members  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Baptist  Association  planned  the  College  in  the  outset,  admits  not 
even  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  It  was  designed,  in  the  language  of  the 
preface  to  Morgan  EMwaids's  subscription  book,  "to  adorn  haman 
nature,  and  promote  the  true  interests  and  happiness  of  mankind,"  bj 
disseminating  sound  knowledge  and  useful  literature.     Its  main  design, 
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however,  was  to  secure  for  the  churches  an  educated  ministzy.  For  this 
Hb  frieuds  toiled  aad  prayed,  amidst  difficulties  and  discouro^ments, 
growing  out  of  indifference  on  the  one  hand,  and  opposition  on  the  other. 
Under  the  auspices  of  its  devoted  President  it  became  a  centre  of  influ- 
ence, and  a  rallying  point  for  the  denomination,  "greatly  promoting," 
says  Manning,  "  Baptist  principles,  and  the  spread  of  civil  and  religious 
-  liberty  throughout  New  England,  .  .  .  and  adding  respectability  to 
tiie  Baptist  profession." 

We  have  traced  the  career  of  Dr.  Mannii^  from  its  conuneucement 
to  its  close,  and,  so  far  as  our  materials  would  admit,  have  made  him  his 
own  biographer.  Our  readers  have  thus  obtained  a  more  correct  idea  of 
his  character  and  life  than  could  have  been  obtained  by  any  formal  deline- 
ation of  his  virtues  as  a  man,  or  of  his  genius  as  on  educator,  a  states- 
man, and  a  preacher.  Devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Coll^^  appears 
to  have  been  the  animating  motive  of  his  conduct,  and  the  improvement 
and  elevation  of  the  Baptist  denomination  throt^h  the  CoU^^,  the 
object  and  aim  of  his  entire  professional  life.  The  sentiment,so  beauti- 
fully expressed  1^  Dr.  South,  that  "  the  Spirit  always  guides  and 
instructs  before  he  saves ;  and  as  he  brings  to  happiness  only  by  the 
ways  of  holiness,  so  he  never  leads  to  true  holiness  but  by  the  paths  of 
knowledge,"  was  by  no  means  an  universal  sentiment,  it  will  be 
observed,  in  the  days  of  Manning.  The  Baptists  as  a  denomination 
were  not  specially  friendly  to  learning,  and  the  provision  for  the  educar 
tion  of  tiieir  clergy  was  exceedingly  limited.  To  the  work  of  removing 
existing  prejudices  against  collegiate  institutions,  and  of  securing  for 
the  denomination  to  which  he  was  attached  the  benefits  of  an  educated 
ministry,  he  devoted  his  best  eneigies.  His  mental  acquisitions,  his 
distinguished  piety,  his  great  ministerial  excellence,  which,  combined 
with  his  natural  gifts  and  endowments,  gave  him  so  rare  and  extensive 
an  influence  over  the  minds  of  men,  were  all  alike  consecrated  to  this 
one  cherished  objecL  For  this  he  declined,  at  tiie  beginning  of  hispub- 
lic  life,  the  call  of  the  church  at  Charleston,  having  already  conunitted 
himself  to  tiie  interests  of  the  College.  For  this  he  resigned  his  pas- 
toral chaige  at  Warren,  greatly  to  tlie  surprise  and  the  regret  of  his 
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people.  For  this  he  perseveringly  lahored  ftmidst  the  diBconiagementg 
of  poverty,  tiie  opposition  of  enemies,  the  indifference  of  friends,  and 
the  conflicts  of  war.  To  benefit  the  College  he  left  its  quiet  shades,  and 
the  pulpit  where  his  labors  bad  been  honored  and  blest,  and  entered  the 
arena  of  poUtioal  strife  ;  and  when  his  object  was  attained,  so  far  as  it 
could  be  through  his  own  personal  exertions,  he  returned  from  the  halls 
of  Got^ress  to  his  accustomed  duties,  resisting  all  the  allurementB  of 
political  life  and  the  public  distinctions  to  which  his  talents  would  nata- 
rally  have  entitled  htm.  And  toward  the  close  of  his  career,  although 
in  the  midst  of  gracious  manifestationfi  of  the  Divine  presence,  and 
enjoying  the  emoluments  of  a  large  and  flourishing  church  and  socie^, 
which  had  been  built  up  mainly  through  lus  exertions,  he  E^iun  and 
again  requested  his  people  to  provide  a  successor  in  the  pastonte,  in 
order  that  he  might  give  himself  more  exclusively  to  the  care  of  the 
College,  and  to  the  great  work  of  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations 
for  an  educated  Baptist  ministry.  In  all  this  "  he  labored,"  says  Pro- 
fessor Goddard,  "  not  for  himself,  but  for  others,  and  in  l&ngQi^  l»«atb- 
ing  a  holier  inspiration  than  that  of  poetry,  may  be  conveyed  the  grand 
moral  of  his  life :  — 

'  Lova  tb^aelt  U*t ; 

Let  ftll  th*  enda  thou  ftim'at  at  be  thjr  couatc7's, 
Th]'  Ood'a  ftad  trath'a.'  " 

The  narrative  has,  in  several  instances,  presented  illustrataons  of 
sectarian  bitterness,  of  which  Manning  and  his  associates  were  some- 
times the  objects,  and  also  of  the  unfair  dealings  to  which  the  College 
in  its  infancy  was  subjected,  but  it  is  only  as  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  and,  we  trust,  only  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  historical 
fidelity.  The  animosities  and  strifes  of  a  hundred  years  and  more  ^ 
have  long  since  been  buried,  and  both  the  College  and  its  self-sacri&cing 
founders  are  enshrined  in  the  reverence  and  affection  of  all,  of  every 
denonunation,  who  have  shared  in  the  manifold  benefits  they  have 
conferred  upon  mankind.  May  the  record  here  made  of  the  conse- 
crated benevolence  and  the  persevering  efforts  of  our  fathers  stimulate 
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the  patrons  and  friends  of  Brown  Uniyersity,  which  at  its  centennial 
anniverBary  in  1864  entered  npon  the  second  century  of  ita  existence, 
to  renewed  exertions  on  ita  behalf;  and  may  all  its  scattered  sons,  and 
the  religious  denomination  especially  whose  present  prosperity  ia  so 
lar^ly  due  to  his  intelligent  devoted  labors,  hold  in  grateful  remem- 
iH'ance  the  virtues,  the  talents,  and  die  piety  of  James  Uankino. 

"  Peaoe  to  the  jiut  duui'i  mamorj, — l«t  Itgrow 
QreeDM  wltb  jrean,  and  blowom  thiongh  the  Sight 
Of  *gea;  let  the  mimic  canvM  ehow 
HlB  c&lm  benavolent  feature* ;  let  the  light 
BtTBUn  on  hU  d«eda  of  love,  that  shun'd  the  eight 
Of  all  but  heaven ;  and.  In  the  book  of  fame, 
The  glorions  reoord  of  bis  Tlrtnes  write, 
And  hold  It  up  to  men,  and  bid  tbem  claim 
A  palm  like  hlA,  and  catch  from  bim  tba  hallow'd  flame." 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  CHARTER. 

1T68-1896. 

Siatoiyot  the Chkrter o&« of  BtnigglaBgaliiatoppfMliiginflD«noM  — PTo/M•oTKIlowlM 
oaBoget'WllUftm8— Otiglnof  the  College  to  be  foand  in  connectioD  withHop«v«U 
Ackdemy  and  the  Pbil&delpfaU  Aasociation  —  Bithop  Beikeley  and  the  College  — 
Hocgan  Bdwaida's  MatBrlala  toward  a,  HlBtoTjr  of  the  Baptlsta  loBhode  TiUnd  — 
Manuscript  In  the  Cabinet  of  the  Bhode  Island  HtBtorlnal  Society  —  Collscted  by  the 
antbot  in  ITTl  —  Id  the  poaaeulon  of  Manning,  Backna,  andBenedict  —  Pablishedu 
part  of  Tolume  six  of  tjie  Collections  of  the  Bodety  — Appendix  Kivtog  tbe  hinoiy 
of  the  College— Manning's  Narrative  of  the  Charter  —  Bxtcact  from  Dr.  Cncting'i 
article  In  A^ew  7arl  Jfacorder— Prof.  Eingsley's  life  of  Dr.  Btiles  — Petition  presented 
to  tbe  General  Assembly  In  Angnat,  1663  — Daniel  Jenckes's  name  not  indaded 
among  thepetltlonera— Narrative  continued  — Dr.  Btllee  and  the  Charter  —  Chaiter 
foandto  be  at  variance  with  the  original  design,  and  action  onit  postponed— Appli- 
cation made  to  the  Philadelphia  Asiiociatl on  "  where  the  thing  took  Itm  rise  "  —  Com- 
mittee sent  to  Newport  from  Philadelphia  —  Statement  of  the  Bav.  Samuel  Jonet, 
chairman- Alterations  made  in  Dr.  Stlles's  draft  of  the  Charter  by  the  Committee— 
Account  of  Jadge  Jeockes^Hls  narrative  of  the  Charter  —  Charter  finally  passed 
by  the  Qeneral  Assemhly  at  the  Febmary  session,  1764— Snmmar?  of  the  main 
points  in  the  narratives  of  Manning  and  Jenckea  — Tbe  original  copy  of  the  CkarM!' 
presented  to  the  General  Assembly  in  Angust,  1T63,  and  afterwards  loet,  found 
among  the  archives  of  Dr.  Stllea'schurch,  and  presented  by  the  Rev.  A.  B.Dumont  to 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Bpragne  of  Albany  —  Now  preserved  among  the  archlTes  of  the  College 
Library- Letters  from  Dr.  Bpragne  on  theanbject  to  tbe  writer— Tbe  Stilea  Charter 
pabllshed  In  full  in  the  appendix  to  the  "  Life,  Times,  and  Correspondence  of  Man- 
ning"—  Letter  from  Morgan  Bdwards  respecting  the  Charter,  and  the  oppoeitian 
of  Presbyterians  or  Congregationollsts — Extract  from  the  second  volume  of 
Backus's  Church  History,  pabllshed  in  ITU  — Extract  from  his  third  volume,  pab- 
llshed In  179S  —  Leading  teatnres  of  the  Charter  finally  passed  by  the  Legislatnn- 
Liberal  In  all  its  provisions—  The  College  and  Bishop  Berkeley  —Charter  in  full 
from  the  original  edition  published  before  1768  —  Provialon  exempting  from  taxation 
the  President,  Profeseora,  and  the  College  estate  a  subject  of  controversy  and  dispute 
lnlT72, 1773,  and  1774- Controveray  renewed  in  1862— Action  of  theLegislatiue,the 
Corporation  consenting,  in  1863 — Action  of  the  Corporation —  Happy  settlement  et 
the  question —  President  and  Professors  exempted  from  taxation  to  the  amonnt  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  —  Controversy  respecting  exemption  from  taxation  again 
renewed  — Qaestloa  tor  final  decision  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court- Names  of 
the  Trustees  and  Fellows  in  1T70,  and  la  1896,  in  parallel  colomna. 
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The  history  of  the  Charter  of  Brown  UniverBity  forms  a  moat 
important  part  of  the  early  history  of  the  College ;  ve  may  be  pai^ 
doned  therefore  for  devoting  to  it  a  separate  chapter  of  oar  voi^. 
Other  writers  have  done  the  same  in  like  ciroumstanoes.  Professor 
Tyler,  in  his  "History  of  Amherst  College,"  published  in  1878, 
devotes  twenty-fire  pf^^es  of  his  elaborate  work  to  a  history  of  the 
charter,  which  was  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  after 
years  of  struggle  and  delay,  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
to  ninety-five.  Opposition  to  "Orthodoxy"  by  Uie  ** Liberals,"  so 
called,  appean  to  have  been  the  main  cause  why  the  charter  of 
Amherst  was  so  long  refused.  As  has  already  been  stated,  the  history 
of  our  own  charter  is  one  of  struggle  against  opposing  influences,  aris- 
ing in  part  from  the  sectarian  feeling  so  prevalent  tJironghout  New 
England  a  century  and  a  half  ^o,  which  appears  to  have  been 
particularly  bitter  towards  the  denomination  of  Chrislians  under  whose 
auspices  the  College  was  founded.  Thb  Lite,  Tuhcbs,  and  Cobkeb- 
POHDEHCB  OP  Manhino  abounds  in  illostratioos  of  this  feeling  towards 
the  Institution  over  which  he  presided,  and  also  eoclesiastical  oppres- 
sion, to  resist  which  was  one  of  the  main  causes  that  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Wanen  Association.  So  also  the  pages  throughout  of 
Bacbus's  Choioh  History,  Hezekiah  Smith's  Diary,  Semple's  History 
of  Virginia,  eto. 

Id  the  li^t  of  an  advancing  civilization  all  this  has  now  passed 
away ;  if  occasionally  brought  to  remembianoe,  it  is  only,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  in  the  spirit  of  kindness,  as  an  impressive  admonition  to  the 
fuller  exercise  of  that  charity  which  "  beareth  all  things."  A  faithful 
narrative  must  of  necessity  reflect  somewhat  upon  the  character  of 
great  and  good  men,  whose  names  have  passed  into  history,  and  whose 
memories  are  precious.  On  Uiis  point  we  may  be  allowed  to  quote  the 
remarks  of  the  lamented  Professor  Knowles,  in  his  preface  to  the 
**Memoirof  Roger  Williams  " :  —  *' We  must  not,"  he  says,  "in  order 
to  promote  or  defend  religion,  attempt  to  conceal  events  which  hist<»y 
has  already  recorded,  and  much  less  to  palliate  conduct  which  we  cannot 
jostify.    Let  Us  rather  confess,  with  frankness,  and  humility,  our  own 
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faolte,  and  those  of  car  fathers ;  leam  wisdom  from  put  eirors  ;  and 
bring  ouiselves  and  others,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  adoption  of 
those  pure  principles  by  vhicfa  alone  Christunify  can  be  sostained  and 
diffused.  The  Book  of  God  records,  among  its  salutary  lessons,  tta 
mistakes  and  sins  of  good  men." 

The  origin  of  the  College  in  connection  vnth.  Hm  Hopevell  Acad- 
emy, and  the  Philadelphia  Association,  has  been  fully  stated  in  the  fitst 
part  of  onr  work.  In  these  latter  days  tim  origin  has  sometimes  been 
overlooked  by  a  class  of  men  who  ascribe  it  ratber  to  the  liberal  and 
&r  reaching  views  of  scholars  and  statesmen  in  Rhode  Island,  who  had 
long  felt  the  need  of  an  institution  of  learning,  and,  it  is  claimed,  had 
been  educated  to  snch  views  by  the  teachings  and  silent  influence  (A 
Bishop  Berkeley,  who,  thirty  years  previous  to  the  time  of  which  we 
write,  had  resided  for  a  brief  period  in  Newport.  Indeed,  it  has  been 
gravely  asserted  that  references  to  the  University  as  a  distinct  Baptist 
institution  are  unwarranted  by  tbe  &cts,  and  that  efforts  to  endow  it 
as  snch  are  inconsistent  witli  its  "liberal  and  comprehensive  charter." 
In  giving  the  history  of  tiiis  charter,  therefore,  we  shall  allow  the  lead- 
ing writers  and  actors  to  tell  tbeir  own  stoiy  in  their  own  way,  leaving 
it  for  the  candid  reader  to  decide  as  to  its  truthfulness,  and  bearings  on 
questions  in  controversy.  Of  necessity  we  must  repeat  some  facts 
which  have  already  been  stated. 

In  the  cabinet  of  tbe  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  is  a  quarto 
manoeoript  volume,  written  in  a  print  hand,  by  the  Reverend  Morgan 
Edwards,  eutitied,  "Materials  toward  a  History  of  the  Baptists  in 
Rhode  Island  "  ;  forming  one  of  a  series  of  volumes  which  the  auUior 
had  prepared,  or  was  intending  to  prepare,  for  each  one  of  the  thirteen 
colonies.  The  first  of  this  series  entitled,  "  Materials  toward  a  History 
of  the  Baptistfl  in  Pennsylvania,"  was  published  in  1770.  It  is  a  small 
duodecimo  volume  of  great  value  and  rarity.  A  second  volume  relating 
to  New  Jersey  was  pubUsbed  in  1792.  Still  another  relating  to  Dela- 
ware, baa  recentiy  appeared  in  print  onder  the  auspices  of  the  Ameri- 
can Baptist  Publication  Society.  Mr.  Edwards  journeyed,  says  Cath- 
cart,  "from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia,  gathering  facts  for  a  history 
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of  the  Baptists,  and  these  materials,  printed  or  penned,  are  the  most 
valuable  Baptist  records  in  our  country.  They  show  immeufie  pains- 
taking,  they  are  remarkably  accurate,  and  they  treat  of  points  of  great 
value." 

The  MATERIALS  for  this  volume  were  collected  in  the  FaU  of 
1771,  while  Edwards  was  in  Providence,  attending  the  Commence- 
ment of  the  College.  He  interviewed,  eays  the  late  Moees  Brown  who 
accompanied  him  in  his  visits,  "  all  the  elderly  people  he  could  find 
here."'  For  some  reason,  owing  perhaps  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
country  at  the  time,  and  the  Revolutionary  War  which  followed,  they 
were  never  published.*  Afterwards  they  were  used  by  Backus,  who 
obtained  them  from  Fresideut  Manning  for  the  preparation  of  his  his- 
toiy.  Manning  obtained  £hem  from  Edwards.  This  we  learn  from  a 
letter  from  Edwards  to  Manning,  in  which,  under  date  of  August  18, 
1788,  he  writes  :  —  *'  Some  years  ago  I  sent  you  a  manuscript;  whether 
you  received  it  or  not  I  cannot  say.  It  was  a  collection  of  some  his- 
torical iactA  relative  to  the  Baptists.  If  you  have  the  book,  please 
return  it  to  me  as  soon  as  conveniency  offers."  The  book  was  never 
returned.  Backus  used  it  in  his  Church  History,  the  first  volume  of 
which  appeared  in  1777,  the  second  in  1784,  and  the  third  in  1796. 
Muining  died  in  1791,  Edwards  in  1795,  and  Backus  in  1806.  After 
the  death  of  Backus  this  volume,  with  other  papers,  came  into  the 
hands  of  David  Benedict,  known  in  later  years  as  the  '*  Baptist  Histo- 
rian." Many  years  ago  Dr.  Benedict  wisely  placed  it  in  the  archives 
of  die  Rhode  Island  Historioal  Society  for  preservation  and  future  use. 

An  Appendix  to  this  remarkable  volume  gives  the  history  of  the 
College  from  the  beginning  down  to  the  year  1771.  This  Staples  has 
incorponted  in  his  '^Annals  of  Providence."  A  part  is  reproduced  in 
"Life,  Times,  and  Correspondence  of  Manning,"  published  in  1864. 
The  entire  manuscript,  edited  by  the  late  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone,  was  pub- 

>  Sas  lettai  from  MoMi  Brown  to  Dr.  Vnuiali  Wa;lMid,  pnblUbad  In  "  DooumanUrr  UIMorf 
of  Bronu  UnlTsriltj/'  pp.  WT-310. 

■  In  fitct  tlM  work,  vhteli  the  anlhor  dwlgnata*  m  Iila  third  TdnnM,  wa  imt«t  oomplKsd,  th« 
maanMTtpt  ending  KbraptI]'  with  Kn  aocxmnt  of  the  cbmcb  In  Cnnaton.    Onl;  (he  el 
Provldenoe,  Newport,  Warren,  Oreenwloh,  and  Craniton  ara  isolnded  In  the  work. 
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liahed  in  1867,  forming  a  jHurt  of  volume  six  of  the  CoUectioDB  of  tbe 
Rhode  lEbuid  Hiatoricf^  Society.     EdwardjB  thus  begins  his  histoiy; — 

Tonng  Indesd  the  Inatltntion  ia,  knd  tberefoTs  short  would  ita  hlgtorj  be,  had  it 
received  it*  existence,  locality,  eDdowment,  and  permanency  like  other  liutititUaiii  of 
the  eame  DBtnre;  but  contrarywise,  some  peculiar  ciTcumstancea  attend  each,  which 
infer  tbe  Interpoaition  of  ProvldencD,  and  beapeak  it  to  be  atblng  of  Ood  and  not  of 
man  only.  Tbe  first  mover  for  it,  In  1T6S,  waa  ilanghad  at  aa  tbe  projector  of  atliing 
impraott  cable.  Nay,  many  of  the  Baptlsta  themaelTos  dlsoonraged  the  deaign,  {Mopha- 
sylng  evil  to  the  chnrobea  In  case  It  shonld  take  pUo«,  from  an  nnhappy  prafndice 
againat  learning,  and  threatened,  not  only  non-ooncnrrence,  but  oppotitlon.  Nererlbe- 
leaa,  a  yonng  Jersayman,  who  ia  now  at  the  head  of  the  Inatltntion,  went  to  the  Bbode 
Island  Government  and  made  the  deaign  known.  The  reason  of  hie  attempt  in  thii 
Province  was,  aa  has  been  observed,  that  the  LegislatQre  Is  here  chiefly  in  the  handa  of 
Baptiats,  and  therefore  It  waa  the  UkeUeat  plaoe  to  Iiave  a  Baptlat  coUege  eetabllahed 
by  law.  The  remainder  ot  what  I  Intend  to  »ay  on  Chia  head,  shall  be  In  the  words  ot 
President  Manning,  to  which  I  sliall  add  the  history  of  the  first  Charter  by  Danld 
Jenckes,  Esq.,  who  both,  (ot  obvione  reasons,  think  It  necessary  to  have  them  pab- 
itshed. 

Piesident  Manning's  N&mtiTe  is  as  follows :  — 

UARHno's  Nabrativk. 
In  the  month  of  July,  1T63,  we'  arrived  in  Newport,  and  made  a  motion  to  several 
gentlemen  ot  the  Baptlat  denomination,  whereof  Colonel  Qardner,  the  Deputy  Got. 
ernor,  was  one,  relative  to  a  seminary  ot  polite  llleratare,  subject  to  the  govemment  ot 
the  Baptlata.  The  motion  waa  properly  attended  to,  which  brought  together  abont 
fifteen  gentlemen  of  tbe  same  denomination  at  the  Deputy's  honae,  who  requested  that 
I  woold  draw  a  sketch  of  tbe  design  against  the  day  tollowiog.  That  day  came,  and 
the  said  gentlemen,  with  other  Baptists,  met  In  the  same  place,  when  a  roogh  draft  «a« 
produced  and  read,  the  tenor  of  which  was,  that  the  InatitnUon  was  to  be  a  Baptist  one. 
bnt  that  as  many  ot  other  denomtnatlona  shonld  be  taken  in  as  was  conaiatent  with  the 
uAA.  design.*    Accordingly,  the  Hon.  Josiaa   Lyndon,  and  Col.  Job   Bennet,  were 

<  Mr.  Huuidg,  It  will  be  remembered,  ma  scoompanled  on  his  journey  to  Halltax  by  tM  Bar. 
John  Sutton,  a  member  with  him  or  the  Scotch  Plain*  Church. 

■"Never,"  ssya  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Cutting,  in  u  article  In  the  }fme  York  Kaeordtr,  pnbUibnl 
Sept.  20,  UH,  which  we  here  qaote,  "  were  man  more  decided  la  rellgjous  faiih  than  tbe  ssttiss  of 
Shade  Iilsnd.    It  was  their  poaltlve  and  zealous  tralu  which  from  the  lour  qoaiters  of  tbe  esith 
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appointed  to  dmw  «  Chwtw,  to  b«  Uld  before  the  next  General  AsMmbly,  with  a  petl- 
tton  that  thej  Bhonld  pBM  It  into  a  law.  Bat  the  aaid  gentlemen,  pleading  uneUUul- 
neM  touching  an  aff^T  ot  the  Und,  reqneated  that  their  trnety  Irlend,  Itev,  Bsia,  now 
Dr.  SUlea,  might  be  aollclted  to  asslBt  them.  Thla  was  opposed  l>j  me,  ai  nnwlIUng  to 
gire  the  Dootor  any  tronhle  abont  an  affair  of  other  people ;  bnt  the j  urged  that  hie 
lore  of  learning  and  oatholldsm  would  indnoa  him  readilj  to  give  hla  asiUtance. 
Aooordinglf,  their  proposal  was  consented  to,  and  his  aasiatanoe  obtained ;  or,  rather, 
the  dralttng  of  the  Charter  was  left  entirely  to  him,  after  being  told  that  tbe  Baptists 
were  to  have  the  lead  in  the  lastttntlon,  and  the  goTemment  thereof,  forerer ;  and  that 
no  more  ol  other  deitoniiiiatlona  were  to  be  admitted  than  wonld  be  oooalatent  with 
that.'    The  Charter  was  drawn,  and  a  time  and  plaue  were  appointed  tor  the  partiea 


"  We  soppeea  this  to  be  the  tme  tpbil  of  Brown  Uulrenltr  In  It*  relation*  to  religion.  FroTid- 
lag  In  Its  Charter  for  a  majority  of  B^itists  In  Its  Oorporatlon,  it  embraoas  In  oertaln  proportloiu, 
llkawtsa,  Bplsoopallaas,  Qnakan,  and  OoDgrecatlopallsts ;  not  beoenae  the  dUterenoes  batmen 
Baptl«t>,  BpltOOpalUna,  Qoskar*,  and  ConcregmtkinBll*!*  are  not  of  tinp«t*noa,  but  beouue  the 
things  wUeh  tbay  bold  In  oommon,  sndtha  spirit  of  their  oommon  faith,  fomlsb  ample  groand  for 
coOperatkn  in  the  eanse  of  ■  polite  llteratnre.'  It  la  to  the  booor  of  tbe  Ba4>tl*U  that,  when,  by  the 
Intolerauee  of  other  oolonle*,  tb«y  were  dihrea  to  Bhode  Island  to  ««tabll*h  their  College,  tbey 
pTooaeded  at  oooe,  and  of  theli  awn  motion,  to  eall  In  the  oonnsel*  of  jtentlemaa  ot  other  denomi- 
nations, snd  to  admit  them  to  a  sb*re  In  the  goTsmment,  thoagh  ttatlr  catholicity  bed  well-nigh 
cost  them  the  total  loa*  of  all  which  they  hsd  QDdertaken.  They  did  this,  not  to  merge  their  talth 
Id  a  oommon  tndlfferentlsm,  bnt  to  lllnstrate  s  eempreheaslTe  chsilty.  They  had  a  >  main  design,' 
and  a  subordinate  sad  collateral  one.  T&e  '  main  design '  ws*  a  Baptist  oollege,  especially  tor  the 
education  of  tbefr  ministry  j  ■nbardlnitetothli,  and  consistent  with  It,  waathe  dealgnof  an  Inttl- 
tatlcm  whlah,  enlisting  aoommon  Interest,  should  Donfer  common  bleastngt  upon  other  denomlna- 
ttODS  and  upon  the  State.  Such  aaobenw  was  at  the  time  atterly  wlthont  a  parallal.  and  mnat  have 
been  regarded  In  the  other  college*  with  tomsthlng  of  the  amazement  with  which  the  Inhabitant* 
ot  M«*e»iihimtti  B^  had  looked,  at  an  earlier  d^,  upon  the  broad  rellgloas  liberty  of  Rhode 
Islsad  sad  the  FroTldeno*  FlaDtatloBs.  Inthlswlglnaleplrit.aa  wehdleve,shouldtheCniTeTslty 
be  administered  forererj  men  ot  dlnrse  faith* working  togetbar,  nMbeoanseof  ladlilareutlam, 
bnt  of  ebarltr,— notM  tb*  let*  Baptists,  ^lUcopslisns,  Quakers,  and  Congregatlonallsts,  but  a* 
men  of  oommon  Interest*  In  a  work  which  honors  and  blesses  all.  It  would  be  a  shame  If  such  an 
Institution  should  not  be,  as  always  It  ha*  been,  In  the  hlglnet  and  best  aenaa  oatholle.  In  our 
view.  It  its  catholicity  degenerated  to  IndlSerentlsm,  It  wonld  oeaae  to  repressnt  the  spirit  and  the 
dealgns  of  Its  founders." 

'Protaasor  Klnpley,  InhlsLlfeot  Dr.  Stiles,  atata*  that  "  a  sommltteeof  Baptist*  and  Congte- 
gatkmaUst*  wa*  appointed  to  draft  a  charter  of  a  college;  and  of  this  bodr.  Hr.  Stiles  and  Hr. 
TDUam  XUery  were  deslgnsted  to  prepare  snch  an  Instrument  (or  their  oonsldemtioD."  "It  Is 
highly  probat^"  be  further  adds,  "  from  Internal  eTtdenoe,  that  the  charter  was  drawn  princi- 
pally by  Hr.  8Ille*i  Hr.  XUery  hSTlng  Uttle  concern  In  preparing  it,  except  to  see  to  the  correct- 
neeeof  the  legal  language.  Wboarar  drew  It,  he  had  obrloiuly  before  blm  tbe  charter  of  Yale 
College,  and  waa  familiar  with  (he  qneatlons  which  had  arisen  with  respect  to  them.  The  ptItI- 
legea  secured  to  the  Unlrertttj  by  this  Charter  ace  very  ample ;  and  the  language  of  the  aaveral 
prorlsloo*  U  remarkably  full,  prealae,  and  expllott.  It  Is, undoubtedly,  In  many  respeets,  one  of  the 
best  oollege  charters  In  Hew  England." 

From  Prcfeasoc  Kingsleys  statements,  it  would  appear  that  Baptists  and  Congregatlonaliet* 
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«onoeni»d  to  meet  and  hekr  it  read.  Bnt  the  vessel  in  which  I  iraa  to  sail  foe  H«Ut»K 
going  ofl  that  day  preTentad  my  heing  preient  with  them  long  enoDgh  to  Me  whether 
the  original  design  waa  secnred :  and  aa  the  Corporation  was  made  to  oonriat  of  two 
branchea,  Tmatees  and  FellowB,  and  these  branches  were  to  sit  Mid  set  by  diBUnat  and 
separatepoweTs.lt  was  not  easy  to  determine,  by  a  transient  hearing,  what  those  powers 
might  be.  The  Trnatees  were  presumed  to  be  the  principal  branch  of  aatbority;  and 
as  nineteen  out  of  thirty-five  were  to  be  Baptists,  the  Baptists  were  satisfied,  witboat 
sntBolent  examination  into  the  anthorlty  vested  In  the  Fellowship,  which  afterwards 
appeared  to  b«  the  sool  of  the  Inatitntlon,  while  the  Trusteeship  was  only  the  body. 
Placing,  thereforo,  an  antire  confidence  In  Dr.  Stiles,  they  agreed  to  join  In  a  petiUou  to 
the  Assembly  to  have  the  Charter  confirmed  by  authority. 

The  following  is  the  petition  to  wLich  Manning  in  his  nuratiTe 
refers,  copied  from  the  original  document,  now  on  file  in  the  archives 
of  the  College  Library.  The  signatures  to  the  document  are  gen- 
uine :  — 

To  THB  HoxoKABbE  iHK  Orhe&ai,  AsiEiimLr  OF  His  Hajistt's  Couiirr  or  Bbddi 

ISLAirD,  TO  BE    HSU>    AT    NBWPOBT,  ON  TBI    Ttmat    MOKDAT  OF  ADOFtiaX,  A.  D.  1763, 

BT  AnjovRHHEirr, 

ThB  PBTrriON  or  DIVMU  of  TBE  iKHABrtAHTS  OF  SAID  Cou>itT. 

Wbsbbab,  Institutions  for  liberal  education  are  highly  beneficial  to  aode^  by 
forming  the  rising  generation  to  rirtne,  knowledge,  and  useful  literature,  and  tbua 
preserving  In  a  community  a  anccesslon  of  men  qualified  tor  discharging  the  office*  ol 
life  with  usefulneBa  and  reputation,  and  have  always  merited  and  received  the  paUJc 
attention  and  encouragement  of  every  wise,  polite,  and  well  r^alated  atate:  Asd 
whereas  a  public  scbool  or  seminary  erected  tor  this  purpose  within  tbta  Colony,  to 
which  the  youth  may  freely  resort  tor  education  in  the  vernacular  and  learned  lan- 
guages, and  insirnctlon  in  the  liberal  arts  and  scteDces,  would  be  lot  the  general 
advantage  and  honor  of  this  government:  And  whereas,  there  is  a  confeeaed  abaeaee 
of  pollta  and  useful  learning  In  this  Colony,  yont  patltloDer*,  affected  «lth  a  deep 


were  alike  latereated  In  Che  uoTimant,  and  that  a  joint  committee  reprmeDtlag  the  ti 
tlons  wai  appointed  to  draft  the  Chuter.  From  tbe  stateroenti,  hoverer,  of  Backus,  Edward*, 
Manning,  and  Jenckas,  It  Is  evident  that  Baptists  alone  wen  the  orlgbutora  of  the  nndertaUng: 
that  Baptists  alone  met  at  the  Deputy  Oovsmor'a  bouse  In  ITawport.  In  Jnly,  1TB3 ;  that,  of  tbA 
number,  Lyndon  and  Bennec  were  appointed  to  draft  a  Charter  In  accordance  with  s  plsa 
Sketched  by  Manning;  that  these  gentlemen,  "pleading  unskllfulneas,"  requested  that  Dr.StDcs 
"migbt  be  solicited  to  assist  them;"  and  that  this  was  at  first  oppoem"  -  —  - 
'■  unwilling  to  give  the  Dootoi  trouble  about  an  affair  ot  other  people." 
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MnH  tharaof,  and  piompted  klona  by  motlTAS  dnim  trom  tho  pnbUc  good,  and 
dealroiu,  m  lar  u  In  them  liea,  to  Bntwerrs  the  polite  InteisBta  of  thla,  HU  H&jeaty'e 
Colony,'  and  soUcltonii  for  cnlllvftClnK  the  morsls  and  Informing  the  knowledge  of  the 
rising  generallon,  upon  which  foundation  the  harmony,  good  order,  and  reputation  of 
•oclety  depend  ^HvKBLT  show,  that  lot  the  good  Intents  and  pnrpoaee  aboTe  men- 
tioned they  hare  couoeit«d  and  planned  the  Charter  heiewith  preaenled,  and  the  same, 
having  carefnlly  considered  and  revised,  do  propose  and  submit  It  to  the  oonslderatlon 
of  thlg  honorable  Assembly,  raqnestlng  your  Honors  that,  oat  of  your  great  regard 
for  useful  literature,  and  the  good  morals  of  the  youth  of  this  Colony,  and  others 
that  may  resort  to  this  same  tor  the  advantages  of  education,  you  would  give  your 
assent  to  and  grant  and  confirm  the  aforesaid  Charter,  with  all  its  powers,  privileges, 
and  ImmnnltleB,  as  amply  and  fully  as  In  said  Charter  la  specified  and  expressed: 
And  your  petitioners  as  In  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

Nlobolaa  Tllllnghaat,  Charles  Wtokham,  Silas  Cooke,  Peter  Hnmford,  Samnel 
Fowler,  Joseph  Clarke,  Thomas  Rodman,  Thomas  Wlckhfun,  Jr.,  BenJ.  Haeon,  Henry 
Ward,  John  Bowers,  Oliver  Arnold,  Wm.  Burroughs.  Stanley  Wyatt,  Wm.  Taggort, 
SamnelWard,  Job  Bennet,  Joshua  Clarke,  Gardner  Thurston,  Josias  Lyndon,  John 
Wheaton,  Wm.  EUery,  Jr.,  Jona.  Wlllson,  Gideon  Cornell,  Martin  Howard,  Israel 
Brayton,  Paul  Coffin,  Charles  Bordln,  John  Trehy,  Ben].  Sherbnme,  Sylvester  Child, 
Caleb  Gardner,  Jona.  Nichols,  Shnbael  Barr,  Nicholas  Bart,  Jun.,  Jona.  Baston,  Jona. 
Otis,  J.  Gardner,  Jos.  Santord,  John  Tllllngfaast,  Nicholas  Eaaton,  Joshua  Baunilers, 
James  Tanner,  John  Tanner,  Robert  Btovens,  Samuel  Greene,  Joseph  O.  Wanton, 
David  Moore,  Samuel  Lyndon,  Elnathau  Hammond,  Nathan  Rice,  James  Gardner, 
Clarke  Brown,  BenJ.  Hall,  Bxek  Burroaghs,  Joseph  Bodman,  Jona.  Rogers,  Cromel 
Child,  Robert  Pottor,  Wm.  Vernon,  Wm.  Roger*. 

The  name  of  Daniel  Jenckes,  it  will  be  obaerred,  does  not  appear 
among  the  foregoing  signatures.  He  was  requested  while  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber,  to  sign  the  petition,  as  he  himself  states,  b^  Capt.  William 
Rogets.  Of  course  he  refused  to  sign,  after  reading  the  Charter,  and 
seeing  that  it  did  not  answer  the  original  design  of  the  moveia. 

MuiNiiKi'S  Narbaitvb  CoHTonrED. 
The  petition  was  preferred,  and  cheerfully  received,  and  the  Charter  read;  after 
which  a  vote  was  called  for,  and  urged  by  some  to  pass  Into  a  law.  But  this  was 
opposed  by  others,  partlcolarly  Daniel  Jenckes,  Esq.,  member  for  Providence,  who 
contended  that  the  Assembly  required  more  time  to  examine  whether  it  was  agreeable 
to  the  design  of  the  first  movers  for  it,  and  therefore  prayed  the  House  to  have  the 


,,Google 


518  APPENDIX. 

pemssl  of  It,  wfall«  ihnj  Bdjourned.  tor  dinnat.  This  vu  gruited,  with  aome  oppoai- 
tlon.  Then  li«  Mked  the  Govenior,  who  wu  a  Bftptlat,  whom  the^  Intended  to  liiT«at 
with  the  governing  power  In  laid  InstltDtlDn?  The  Governor  answered,  "The  fi*p- 
tiita,  br  all  meana."  Then  Hr.  Jenckae  ahowed  him  that  the  Charter  wu  ao  art(Dll7 
conatmcted  aa  to  throw  the  power  into  the  Fallowa'  handa,  whereat  eight  ont  of  twelve 
were  Praabyteriana,  aanally  called  CongregatiDnallBtB,  and  that  the  other  four  ml^t 
be  of  the  aame  denomination,  for  aught  that  appeared  In  the  Charter  to  the  contrary. 
Convlnoad  of  thla,  Govamoi  Lyndon  immediately  had  an  interview  with  Dr.  Stllee,  the- 
Preabyterian  minister  ot  Newport,  and  demanded  why  he  had  perverted  the  design  of 
the  Charter.  The  answer  was,  "  I  gave  jroa  timely  warning  to  take  oare  of  jronrseWea, 
for  that  we  had  done  so  with  regard  to  oar  aoolety;" '  and  finally  obeefred,  that  "he 
waa  not  the  rogne."  When  the  Aaaembly  was  oonvened  again,  the  aaid  Jenokea  moved 
that  the  affair  might  be  pnt  off  to  the  next  aeaaion ;  adding,  that  the  motion  for  a  Col- 
lege originated  with  the  Baptists,  and  was  intended  for  their  uae,  bnt  that  the  Charter 
in  qoeatlon  was  not  at  all  oalcalated  to  anawer  their  purpose ;  and  aince  the  committee 

'loPnifeastirKlngileT'iUfeof  Dr.  8tlle«,  towhloh  w«  have  alreadr  aUndeil,  we  Sod  tt  atated 
that  tbe  pToJeot  ol  a  College  In  Rhode  Iiland  had  been  tbe  iubject  of  ■arlona  dsUbenUoQ  ■  doik 
alderable  time  bafore  (he  Charter  waa  actuallr  granted  by  the  Legtalatnre,  and  In  thla  mattec  Dt. 
StUes  bad  taken  ■  pTomtnant  part.  calleDtlng  atulatlci,  etc.  Hla  plan  ma,  to  nolte  sereral  Aanwa- 
inatiotu  Of  ChrWIiim  In  the  anterprlM.  hath  in  Amerloa  and  in  Oreat  Britain,  and  thns,  by  pnper  * 
care,  make  the  dlaaentlng  iutereit  eTentnalljr  exceed  Ihe  Epiacopal  eatabliahment.  Tbe  ntKM 
number  of  cboicbea  of  the  Cangr^atlonal.  Preebyterian,  and  B^tlct  denomUuKlona,  not  ODlj  U 
the  Cokmlea,  bnt  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  he  aacertalned  lo  be  three  Ihouaand  eli  hnndied 
and thlrt j^lght.  "Heaappoaed  that  all  (beae  charchea  might  be  indaced  to  contrlbnte  tolbe 
eatabliahment  and  aupport  of  an  Inetltntton  wtaiob  would  ao  greatly  inbaerre  tbeir  loteteate." 
Tbe  Birtral  at  Newport  of  Hr,  Manning,  and  the  proposition  made  by  him  for  the  establlaluHKl 
ef  a  Baptlat  college,  interfored,  of  conrM.  with  hla  cherlahed  Tiewi  aed  plana.  It  la  therefote  BM 
anrprlaing  that  he  ahoaid  hare  been  anirllliDg  to  aee  them  defeated,  witbont  a  itraggle  on  bla  pan 
to  carry  them  Into  effect.  We  can  onderataod  how  an  attempt  sbonid  hare  been  made,  eilber  by 
Dr.  Stilea  or  hla  aaaoclatea,  In  drafting  an  act  of  Inooiporatioa  for  a  College  In  Bhode  Istand.  (o 
pay  ipeclal  ■< regard  "  lo  the  Inteteata  of  their  own  "aoolety."  That  there  waa  dlaappolntnenl  on 
both  tides,  and  at  the  time  matnal  rectlmlnatlona.  la  evident  from  the  DSTratlve.  Cnder  atntlar 
clieamatancea  there  donbtleaa  would  be  again,  human  luiture  being  very  mnoh  the  same  now  ai  In 
the  daja  of  our  anceetora.  It  la  due  to  Dr.  Stilea.  to  atate  that  he  aftemrdi  cherlahed  frieBdlj 
feeling!  toward!  the  Injtitntlon.  HaTlog  been  elected  to  a  Fellowabip  In  theColle^.andaollctted 
by  repeated  depntatloaa  from  the  Corporation  to  accept  the  trnat,  be  thoa  wilt«  to  tbe  ChaecelkK 
and  Tnuteea :  "  I  waa  too  sincere  a  friend  to  literature  not  to  have  taken  a  part  In  the  Inatltathm 
at  flrat,  upon  my  nomination  In  tbe  Charter,  had  1  not  been  prereoted  by  reaaona  which  a  antae- 
qnant  Immediate  electlou  could  not  remove."  One  of  the  raasona  assigned  in  thla  letter,  aa  stated 
by  Dr.  Manning,  In  a  letter  to  tbe  Ber.  John  Ryland.  dated  Hay  20. 1TT3,  waa  "  the  offeiua  he  iboDld 
give  his  brethren  should  he  accept  It,"  Wbaterer  the  reaaona  were,  they  atlll  Inflnenoed  hlnto 
decline  the  cIDca  to  which  he  was  Invited,  with  aultable  ackuowledgmente  of  tbe  pattMness  and 
reqmot  with  wUeh  he  waa  treated  on  this  occasion.  His  lettw  ooncladee  with  the  catholic  asd 
plons  wlah  that  "  tbe  Father  of  lights,  from  whom  oomea  down  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  may 
ezclte  tbe  public  mnnlllcence,  and  raise  up  benefactors,  through  whose  libeialltlee  thla  InstltatleB 
shall  be  oompleted  with  an  ample  endowment."   (Holmea'i  Life  of  President  atUea,  page  ill.) 
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tntmstod  with  thta  mattei  b;  the  BapUata  profesHed  they  had  been  mlaled,  not  to  baj 
ImpOMd  apon,  it  wm  neceeaaiy  that  the  Baptist*  In  other  parts  ol  the  Colonf  sbonld 
be  cotiBDlted  previous  to  Its  passage  Into  a  law,  especially  as  few,  if  any  of  them  except 
bimaeU,  had  Been  It;  and  he  prayed  that  he  might  hare  a  cop7  'oi  the  said  purpose, 
which  he  ptomlaed  to  return.  All  which  was  granted.  When  the  Charter  came  to  be 
narrowly  inipeoted.  It  was  found  to  be  by  no  means  answerable  to  the  destgu  of  the  agi- 
tators and  the  InatmctionH  given  the  committee.  Consequently,  application  was  made 
to  the  Philadelphia  AsaooiBtlon,  where  the  thing  took  its  rise,  to  have  their  mind  on 
the  subject,  who  Immediately  sent  two  gentlemen'  hither  to  )oln  with  the  Baptists  of 
this  Colony  in  making  soch  alterations  and  amendments  as  were  to  them  apeclfled 
botore  their  departare.  When  they  arrived.  Dr.  Eyres*  of  Newport  was  added  to  the 
commltteo,  and  they  happily  drafted  the  present  OhartOTj  and  lodged  it.  with  a  new 
petition,  in  proper  hands.  The  most  material  alteratioos  were,  appointing  the  same 
number  of  Baptists  In  the  Fellowship  that  had  been  appointed  o(  the  Presbyterians,  by 
Dr.Stilesj  settling  the  presidency  in  the  Baptist  society ;  addlugthree  Baptists  to  the 
TrueUea,  and  putting  more  Episcopalians  than  Preabyteriane  in  the  Corporation." 

Among  the  alteratioiiB  not  here  enumerated  by  Manning,  were, 
electing  the  President  by  the  Corporation  instead  of  exclusively  by 
the  Trostees ;  providing  for  convoking  an  assembly  of  the  Corporation 
on  twenty  days  notice  instead  of  six ;  making  £ve  a  quorum  of  the 
Board  of  Fellows  instead  of  eight ;  and  striking  out  the  clause  making 
the  places  of  Trustees  or  Fellows  who  should  remove  out  of  the  State, 
vacant.     By  confining  membership  in  the  Corporation  to  persons  resid- 

■  On  the  marglD  of  the  msnnsorlpt,  In  tbe  handwriting  of  Oiv  Bev.  Dr.  Jones,  who  was  Korgan 
Edwards'*  Intimate  friend,  1b  the  following,  namely,  "  Why  their  nantes  are  not  mentioned,  I  can- 
not say.  Howerer,  there  was  no  one  sent  but  myself,  mltkouKh  Mr.  Robert  Strettle  Je&es  was  to 
kind  as  to  bear  me  company  to  Bhode  Island  on  the  occasion.— Sam tiGi<  Joxu."  Kr.  Jones,  It 
will  be  Tsmsmbered,  In  oonnectlon  with  Kr.  Edwards,  bad  been  Intrusted  by  the  Association  with 
the  boainaas  tn  general  of  founding  a  Bivtlst  ooUage  or  nnlTeislt)'.  He  had,  at  this  dau,lnit 
recently  been  ordained  In  Fhlladelphla.  He  was  ■  yoang  man  of  liberal  education,  and  a  ready 
and  sUlfnJ  writer ;  hence  his  special  fitness  for  tbe  duty  assigned  pilm  la  tbis  emergency.  The 
following  eitnwt  from  notes  to  a  centorj  nrmon  deltvered  by  him  before  the  Philadelphia  Baptist 
Association,  Oct.  B,  ISOT,  nearly  flfty  years  afterwards,  show*  the  manoer  in  which  "tw  performed 
his  mission:  "  In  the  fall  of  ITSS,  the  writer  of  these  eheeta,  on  request,  repaired  to  Newport  In 
Bhode  Island,  and  new-modelled  ■  rough  draft  tbey  bad  of  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  for  a  Col- 
lege, wblch  soon  after  obtained  legUIatlre  nancllon." 

1  Thomas  ^res,  a  physician,  the  flist  Mcretary  of  the  Corporation,  and  ■  Fellow  of  tbe  Collie 
from  ITB4  until  his  death  in  ITBS.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  CaUege,iln  the  Class  of  ITM.  His 
father.  Elder  Nicholas  Eyrss,  was  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Churcb  In  Hewport  from  list  until 
his  death.  Feb.  13,  itgb. 
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ing  within  tlie  limite  of  the  Colony,  the  original  Charter  excluded  tht! 
oiiginaton  and  founders  of  the  College.  Hence,  in  the  list  of  names 
proposed  by  Dr.  Stiles  to  be  incorporated,  the  following,  which  we  find 
in  the  printed  Charter,  as  suggested  by  the  committee,  are  omitted, 
namely,  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  Rev.  Samuel  Jones,  Rev.  Jam^  Man- 
ning, Rev.  Isaac  Eaton,  Rev.  John  Gano,  Rev.  Samuel  Stdllman,  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Condy,  and  Robert  Strettle  Jones,  Esq.  The  names  of 
Hezekiah  Smith,  Isaac  Backus,  William  Williams,  John  Davis,  Russell 
Mason,  Nsthan  Spear,  and  others  from  out  of  the  State,  who  rendered 
sncb  signal  service  in  the  early  history  of  the  College,  would  also 
have  been  excluded  from  membership  in  the  Corporation  by  the  Char- 
ter as  originally  drafted. 

The  Hon.  Judge  Jenckes,  to  whom  Manning  refers  in  his  Narrative, 
was,  as  we  have  already  stated,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Providence,  and 
a  patron  both  of  the  College  and  the  church,  having  continaed,  says 
the  record,  a  member  of  the  latter  forty-eight  years  "without  censure." 
Benedict  in  the  first  volume  of  his  "  History  of  the  Baptist  Denomina* 
tioD,"  has  devoted  several  pages  to  an  account  of  the  Jenckes  family. 
Joseph,  hia  great  ancestor,  migrated  from  Bucking^uunshiie  in  England, 
and  became  the  founder  of  Pawtucket  Each  of  his  four  sons  was 
prominent  in  the  history  of  the  Colony.  Joseph,  the  eldest,  of  "bappy 
memory,"  was  "an  active  and  ornamental  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,"  for  several  years  Governor  of  the  Colony,  and  at  one  time  a 
Representative  at  the  Court  of  St.  James.  The  second  son,  Nathaniel, 
became  the  militaiy  leader  of  all  the  forces  in  the  Colony.  The  fomth 
son,  William,  became  a  Chief  Justice,  and  died  at  the  advuiQed  age  of 
ninety-one.  The  third  son,  Ebenazer,  father  of  Judge  Jenckes,  was 
in  1719  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Church ;  which  office  he  held  until 
his  death  in  1726.  "He  was,"  says  Beaedict,  "a  man  of  parts  and  real 
piety.  He  refused  every  public  office  but  the  Surveyorship  of  Provi- 
dence." Judge  Jenckes  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Genetal 
Assembly,  and  his  name  frequently  appears  in  connection  with  the 
most  important  committees.  In  1728  he  is  designated  in  the  Colonial 
Records,  as  Daniel  Jenckes,  Jr.,  "freeman  of  this  Colony  from  Provi- 
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denoe."  In  1788  his  name  appears  as  "Lieut.  Daniel  Jenckes,  Depa^ 
from  SmithfieM."  (Smithfield  was  until  1780  a  port  of  Providence.) 
In  1757  he  a  designated  as  "  Chief  Justice  of  the  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  within  and  for  the 
County  of  Providence."  This  position  he  held  until  his  decease. 
EvidenUy  he  was  a  leading  and  inHuential  citizen  of  Providence, 
respected  and  esteemed  in  the  community  in  which  he  Uved.  The  follow- 
ing appears  in  the  columns  of  the  Providence  Q-azette  for  Aug.  31, 1771 :  — 

Ih  Town  Hunso.  Daniel  J«nckeB,  Esq.,  who  hftd  been  ft  memlier  ot  tbe  General 
Aasembl;,  with  little  intermission,  for  forty  years  put,  and  a  Bepretentatlve  of  this 
Town  near  thirty  years,  desired  leave,  on  socoant  of  his  advanced  age,  to  withdraw 
hinuelt  (rom  that  ofBce.  Re  was  nnanimonsly  excused,  and  the  meeting  unanimously 
ordered  the  Moderator  to  return  their  hearty  Ibaoks  to  Mr.  Jenckes,  for  the  many  and 
IrapoTtsnt  Bervioes  he  had  rendered  his  conntry  in  general,  and  this  Town  in  portlcn- 
l«r,  dnrlng  the  long  time  he  had  been  continued  Ilielr  BepresentatiTe ;  which  was  then 
done  In  open  Towx  Mumro. 

Judge  Jenckea  was  one  of  the  original  Trustees  of  the  College.  He 
attended  with  great  regularity  all  the  meetings  of  the  Corporation, 
serving  on  important  oomniittees,  and  contrihuting  liberally  for  the 
support  of  the  iniant  Seminary.  He  gave,  says  Benedict,  one  thousand 
dollars  toward  the  erection  of  the  college  building,  and  another  thou- 
sand for  the  meeting-house.  He  died  July  7, 1774,  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age.  His  daughter  Rhoda  was  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Brown, 
Manning's  intimate  friend  and  associate,  and  the  mother  of  Hon. 
Nicholas  Brown,  from  whom  the  University  derives  its  name.  She  was 
also  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Hope  Ives,  after  whom  "Hope  College"  was 
named.  From  her  sprang  the  Ives,  Gammell,  and  Croddard  families,  so 
prominent  in  the  more  recent  history  of  the  city,  and  the  University. 
Jenokes's  history  of  the  Charter,  which  "for  obvious  reasons"  Edwards 
states,  he  desired  to  have  published,  reads  as  follows :  — 

Jknckxs's  Hwtobt  or  thk  Chabtbk. 

While  I  attended  the  business  ol  the  Assembly,  held  AtLgust,  1763,  Capt.  William 
BogeiB  came  to  the  Conncil  Chamber  and  presented  me  with  a  paper,  with  a  design  I 
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should  ilgn  it ;  adding,  that,  as  It  was  a  p«titt«ii  for  a  Baptist  college,  he  knew  I  woold 
not  refuse.  Buslnaas  not  permitting  me  to  attend  to  it  Immediatelr,  I  raqaeeted  b« 
would  leave  with  me  the  petition  and  Charter.  Meanwhile,  the  sergeant  made  procht- 
mation  leqnlrlng  the  members  to  take  thelt  seats.  In  017  seat  I  began  to  read  tba 
papera,  but  had  not  done  before  the  petition  and  Charter  were  called  for,  which  I  gave 
to  the  aergeant,  and  he  to  the  speaker  at  the  board.  The  petition  being  read,  amotloit 
wasmade  to  receive  It,  and  grant  the  Chatter.  Alter  some  time  I  stood  up  to  oppose, 
proceeding  inunediatel;  on  the  petition,  giving  mj  reason  iu  words  to  this  effect:  "  I 
understood  that  the  College  in  queatlon  was  sought  tor  hy  the  Baptlats ;  and  that  It  wu 
to  be  under  their  government  and  direction,  with  the  admission  onlj  of  a  few  of  other 
religious  denomlnatlonB  to  share  with  them  therein,  that  thej  might  appear  as  eatfaollc 
as  could  be.  consistent  with  tbslr  main  design ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  perceived  by 
glancing  over  the  Charter,  while  I  sat  in  my  place  jast  now,  that  the  main  power  and 
direction  Is  vested  in  twelve  Fellows,  and  that  eight  out  of  the  twelve  are  to  be  Presby- 
terians; and  that  the  others  may  or  may  not  be  of  the  same  denomination;  bat  at 
necessity,  none  of  them  are  to  be  Baptists.  If  so,  there  Is  treachery  somewhere,  and  s 
design  of  grossly  Imposing  on  the  honest  people  who  first  moved  for  the  Institution.  I 
desire,  therefore,  that  the  matter  may  lie  by  till  the  atternoou."  This  was  granted.  Is 
the  afternoon  the  matter  was  resumed,  with  a  seeming  resolation  In  some  to  posh  il 
through  at  all  events ;  but  I  had  Influence  enough  to  stop  proceedings  then  also.  Tbst 
evening  and  the  next  morning,  I  made  It  my  business  to  see  Governor  Lyndea  and 
Col.  Bonnet,  and  to  inform  them  of  the  construction  of  the  Charter.  They  oonld  not 
believe  me,  lot  the  confidence  they  had  in  Dr.  Stlles's  honor  and  Integrity,  until  sedng 
convinced  themi  what  refieotions  followed  may  be  better  concealed  than  published. 
However,  we  all  agreed  to  postpone  passing  the  Charter  Into  a  law,  and  did  effect  oat 
purpose  for  that  session,  notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  Mr.  EUer;  and  others  of  the 
PtesbytcriauB  to  the  contrary.  Before  the  breaking  up  of  the  Assembly,  the  Hoose,  at 
my  reqnest,  directed  the  speaker  to  deliver  the  Charter  to  me,  after  I  bad  made  s 
promise  It  should  be  fonhcomlng  at  the  nest  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 

I  took  the  Charter  to  Ptovidenoe,  and  showed  It  to  many  who  came  to  my  house; 
otheta  borrowed  tt  to  peruse  at  home.  Meanwhile,  the  messengers  from  the  Fhllsdel- 
phta  Association  arrived  in  Newport,  which  occasioned  the  committee  of  Newport  to 
send  to  me  for  the  Charter.  I  asked  toritot  Dr.  Ephrsim  Bowen,  who  had  boirowsdil 
last.  The  Doctor  said  he  lent  it  to  Samuel  Nightingale,  Esq.  Search  was  made  for  it 
there,  but  It  could  not  be  found ;  neither  do  I  know  to  this  day  what  became  of  it 
When  the  next  General  Assembly  met  (last  Wednesday  In  October,  1163,)  the  seeond 
Ohaitei  was  presented ;  which  was  much  faulted,  and  opposed  by  the  gentry  who  con- 
cerned themselves  so  warmly  about  the  other.  And  one  in  psrtlculat  demanded  thai 
the  first  Charter,  which  had  been  intrusted  to  lue,  might  be  produced.    Then  I  related, 
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*■  above,  that  It  wfta  lost,  and  the  manuet  how  It  was  iMt;  bat  the  party,  inatead  of 
ballBTing  this,  radelf  suggested  that  I  had  secreted  the  Charter,  and  in  the  lace  ot  the 
court  charged  me  with  a  hreach  of  tiast;  which  broaght  on  very  disagreeable  alterca- 
tions and  bickerings,  until,  at  last,  I  was  necessitated  to  say,  that  "  It  there  bad  been 
any  foal  doings,  It  was  amongst  them  of  thetr  own  denomination  at  Frorldence." 
Their  clamors  oontlnaed;  and  we  gave  way  to  them  that  session  for  peace  sake. 
Meanwhile,  Dr.  Bowen,  who  Is  a  man  of  etrlcl  honor  and  Integrity,  nied  all  means  to 
recover  the  former  Charter,  posting  an  advertisement  In  the  noet  pnbllo  places  In 
town,  and  making  diligent  Inqnlry;  bnt  to  do  purpose.  At  the  next  Assembly,  which 
met  in  Febraary,  1T64,  the  new  Charter  was  again  bronght  on  the  carpet ;  and  the  same 
clamor  against  It,  and  nnjnst  reproaches  against  me,  were  repeated.  It  was  said  that 
the  new  Charter  was  not  like  the  old,  and  was  constructed  to  deprive  the  Presbyterians 
of  the  benefit  of  the  Instltntlon.  To  which  It  was  replied,  "  that  It  was  agreeable  to  the 
designs  ot  the  flrat  undertakers,  and  It  calculated  to  deprive  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
power  they  wanted,  it  was  no  more  than  what  they  themselves  had  attempted  to  do  to 
the  Baptists."  After  mncb  and  warm  debate,  the  qaestion  was  put  and  carried  Infavor 
of  the  new  Charter,  by  a  great  majority.' 

This  Charter  Edwwda  designates  aa  "a  brand  plucked  from  the 
burning."     From  the  foregoing  Narrative  and  History  it  appears  :  — 

1.  That  Manning  made  a  motion  to  seTeral  Baptist  gentlemen  of  New- 
port, including  Deputy  Governor  Gardner,  relative  to  a  Seminary  of 
Polite  Literature,  subject  to  the  government  of  the  Baptists ;  and  that 
this  motion  properly  attended  to  brought  together  about  fifteen  gentle- 
men of  this  denomination  at  the  Deputy's  houfie,  who  requested  Man- 
ning to  draw  up  or  prepare  a  sketoh  of  the  design  for  the  next  day. 

2.  That  the  next  day  the  said  gentlemen,  with  other  Bapdsta  met  in 
the  same  place,  when  a  rough  draft  or  plan  was  produced  and  read,  the 
tenor  of  which  wa^,  that  the  Institution  was  to  be  a  Baptist  College, 
but  that  other  denominations  were  to  be  included  in  its  government, 
as  many  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  general  design.  3.  That  the 
Hon.  Josias  Lyndon  and  Col.  Job  Bennet  were  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
Charter  in  accordance  with  the  said  plan,  to  be  laid  before  the  next 

>  Aeoordlng  to  tbe  orl|lusl  copy  ot  tbe  Chsiter  Id  the  offlce  ot  the  Secretary  ot  Slate,  It  pused 
the  Honason  tbe  Id  of  March,  1761, "  nendno  contradlceate."  Tbe  day  following,  March  3d,  It  was 
read  in  the  Senate,  sod  the  sctloo  ot  tbe  Uoose  ooocnrred  with,  "  nemlne  contrsdicente."  Signed 
by  Joslas  Lyndon,  Clerk  ot  the  House,  Henry  Ward,  Secretary  Of  the  Senste. 


,,Google 


624  AFPEin)ix. 

General  Assembly,  with  a  petition  that  it  might  be  made  a  law.  4. 
That  the  said  Lyndon  and  Bennet  pleading  unskilfulnesa,  solicited  and 
obtained  the  assistance  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles,  afterwards  the  dis- 
tinguished President  of  Yale  College.  5.  That  the  drafting  of  the 
Charter  was  left  entirely  to  Dr.  Stiles,  and  that  he  in  turn  was  assisted 
by  the  Hon.  William  EUery,  afterwards  known  as  one  of  t^e  Signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  6.  That  the  Charter  was  aocoid-  ■ 
ingly  drawn,  and  a  time  and  place  were  appointed  for  the  parties  con- 
cerned to  meet  and  hear  it  read.  7.  That  Manning,  being  obliged  to 
leave  on  that  day  for  Halifax,  the  vessel  being  ready  to  sail,  was  unable 
to  be  with  the  committee  long  enough  to  see  whether  the  original  design 
was  secured,  and  that  the  Baptists,  being  satisfied  without  sufficient 
examination  into  the  authority  vested  in  the  Fellowship,  and  reposing 
entire  confidence  in  Dr.  Stiles,  agreed  to  join  in  a  petition  to  the  Gw- 
eral  Assembly  to  have  the  Charter  confirmed  hy  authority.  8.  That 
the  petition  and  Charter  were  accordingly  presented  to  the  General 
Assembly  in  August,  1T6S,  but  that  action  thereon  was  post^ned 
until  the  next  session  through  the  influence  of  the  Hon.  Judge  Jenokes, 
notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  Mr.  EUery  and  othera  of  the  Presby- 
terians (Congregationalista)  to  the  contrary.  9.  That  the  Charter 
was  found  on  inspection  to  be  so  drawn  as  to  vest  the  main  power  and 
direction  of  the  Institution  in  a  Board  of  twelve  Fellows,  eight  of 
whom  were  to  be  Presbyterians  (Congregationalists)  and  the  other 
four  of  the  same  denomination,  for  aught  that  appeared  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  that  in  general  it  did  not  answer  to  the  original  design. 
10.  That  in  this  emergency,  "application  was  made  to  the  Philadelphia 
Association,  where  the  thing  took  its  rise,  to  have  their  mind  on  the 
subject."  11.  That  they  immediately  sent  toKewport  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Jones,  who  was  accompanied  hy  Robert  Strettle  Jones,  and  that  when 
they  arrived,  Doct.  Thomas  Eyres,  of  Newport,  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 12.  That,  meanwhile,  the  copy  of  the  Charter,  the  one  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Assembly  in  August,  which  had  been  entrusted 
by  that  body  to  Judge  Jenckes,  was  lost.  18.  That  the  committee 
found  at  Newport  the  original  draft,  which  they  happily  remodelled ; 
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and  ibat  tlie  most  material  alteiations  were,  appointing  tlie  eame  num- 
ber of  BaptiBts  ia  the  Fellowship  that  had  been  appointed  by  Dr.  Stiles 
of  the  Presbyterians ;  settling  the  Presidency  in  the  Baptist  Society ; 
adding  three  Baptists  to  the  Trustees;  putting  more  Episcopalians  than 
Presbyterians  in  the  Corporation ;  and  extending  the  membeTship  of  the 
Corporation  to  penons  residing  out  of  the  Colony  or  State.  14.  That 
the  Charter  thus  amended  was  finally  enacted,  after  protracted  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Presbyterians,  at  a  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly held  in  East  Greenwich,  on  the  last  Monday  in  February,  1764.^ 

Itia  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  copy  of  the  Charter  presented 
to  the  General  Assembly  in  August,  1768,  which  was  entrusted  by  tiiat 
Body  to  Judge  Jenckes,  and  was  afterwards  lost^  should  have  come  to 
light  in  the  year  of  the  celebration  of  the  one  hundredth  anniTersary  of 
the  College.  It  is  now  handsomely  bound,  and  lodged  among  the 
archives  of  the  Library.  For  generations  it  slept  among  the  old  papera 
of  the  church  over  which  Dr.  Stiles  was  pastor ;  then  it  found  its  way 
into  the  hands  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  William  B.  Sprague,  the  great  col- 
lector of  autographs,  who  generously  presented  it  to  the  Univeraity, 
upon  being  made  acquainted  wit^  its  historioal  value.*    The  place  of  its 

<  Tlie  following  mamomidiun,  fonitil  Moong  tbe  p>p«n  <a  Dr.  Stllas,  ind  qnotad  tij  Dr.  Saan  In 
u^pendlx  to  hU  oenUimiml  dlacoorse,  gtrea  Dr,  StllM'a  Tenlon  of  tha  Charter :—" A  CharMi 
draagbtml  by  a  committee  of  Baptlita  and  Preabytetlaiu,  foi  a  Coll^«  In  Bhod«  Island,  waa  pr«- 
fMT«d  to  tbe  Ajeembl;,  AdehH,  1T6I,  read  and  continued.  After  thla  the  Baptfau  deaerted  tbe 
FrMbTteriana.  and  prepared  tbe  woe  Cbarter,  vlth  tbe  alteration  of  tbe  proportlODa  of  tbe 
denomfnatlom  In  tbe  Corporation.  Tbla  paaaed  tbe  Aaaemblj  at  tbelr  geasion  at  Oreenwlob,  by 
adjoonunent  laat  Ttauradajr,  Febroar;,  ITM."    (Tbat  la,  at  tbe  Febniary  aeaatDD.) 

>  As  tUa  document  oonnimi  and  eatabllibea  beyoDd  queatlon  tba  accarac;  of  manning,  Edwarda, 
and  Jenckaa  In  theli  atatementa,  tbe  reader  may  be  Intereated  to  know  fnrtber  partlenlara  of  Ita 
recorery.  In  IM3  the  late  Judge  Btaplea  publlabed  bla  "  Annals  of  tbe  Town  of  Frortdanoe."  In 
tbla  Toliune  appeared  tortbeOTaC  time  In  print  tbe  oarratlTeareapecIlnKtbeearlf  blatairy  of  the 
CollsBe.  Tbey  attracted  mncb  attention.  Prevloaa  lo  tbla  time  tbe  Bar,  A.  U.  I>umont,  of  Kew- 
port,  bad  Informed  Judge  fftaplea  tbat  tbe  missing  Cbarter  na  among  tbe  arcblTea  of  tbe  cbuicb 
OTCT  vhlcb  Dr.  SlUei  bad  been  paator.  Informatloa  of  tbla  fact  was  cnmmnnlcated  to  tbe  writer, 
while  preparing  bla  life  of  Haunlug,  who  at  once  coireaponded  with  tba  Ber.  Dr.  Cbarlea  H.  Hsl- 
-com.  aa  Intimate  friend  of  Hr.  Dumont.  From  blm  be  learned  tbat  It  was  In  the  poaaeaaion  of  tbe 
Ber.  Dr.  Spragne.  The  tallowing  are  tbe  replies  to  letters  addieaied  to  Dr.  Spragua  on  the  aobjeot; 

Ai.BAirT,  SSd  JataarVi  UH. 
RKDBXit  A.  Onu>,  Saq.— K)f  Docw  Str .-    I  herewith  aaod  3ron  the  doonmeut  joa  ask  tot,  lAleb 
I  cvtalnlf  reckon  among  tbe  moM  enrlona  of  mj  AniMicao  antogn^ba.   I  tn^Uy  oontaaa  that  U 
wonldoostmenoamaUaaarUlaatopanwltb  It  ;  and]rMU  jvn  tndPTMldent  BearaaboDld  tbinic 
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deposit  clearB  Judge  Jenckee  of  the  charge  bmugbt  against  him  hy  one 
of  the  "  gentry."  Into  whose  hands  it  fell  after  It  was  lent  to  Mr. 
Jabez  Bowen,  and  by  him  to  a  third  person,  must  now,  of  comae,  be  s 
matter  of  conjecture.  It  is  certain  tiiat  in  some  way  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  Dr.  Stiles,  for  upon  the  bock  of  it,  in  his  own  clear  and 
distinct  handwriting,  are  the  following  remarks : 

FoK  THB  Bkt.  Db.  Chablbs  Chaubct,  BoaroN ;  —  Tblj  Charter  wbb  pi«sont«d  to  tbe 
AMembly  August,  1763;  te-copled,  with  lomo  alt«ratioua  by  the  BBptUta,  in  October: 
and  pftued  tbe  Aaaemblj  February,  1T64.    PrinelpBl  alterationawBre: 

1.  By  omttting  "  To  all  people,  etc.,  OreetlDg,"  in  the  initiatory  addieM,  the  ibIim' 
quent  insertion  In  the  body  of  the  Cbarter, "  Now,  therefore,  know  ye,"  is  an  impropri- 
ety in  oterkabip. 

2.  The  Baptieta  have  shown  a  greater  affection  tor  all  otlier  denomlnatlona  than  for 
the  Congr^ationalists. 

3.  Instead  ot  eight  or  a  majority  of  Congregatloualists  In  the  branch  of  the  FelUi«- 
ahip,  according  to  the  original  agreement,  they  have  inserted  elgbt  Baptists;  thai 
assuming  a  majority  of  aboat  two-thlids  In  both  branches,  hereby  alMOtbingthewliole 
power  and  goremment  of  the  College,  and  thns,  by  the  Immntabillty  of  the  nnmbsrs, 
establishing  It  a  party  College  mart  explicitly  and  effectnally  than  any  college  open  lbs 
continent.    This  Is  the  most  material  alteration. 

4.  Host  ot  wbat  is  contained  between  the  marginal  crotchets  In  page  six  ia  omitted^ 
and  the  whole  paragraph  tor  securing  the  freedom  of  education  with  respect  to  religion, 
somatllatedas  effectually  to  enable  and  empower  the  Baptists  to  practice  the  arts  at 
insinnation  and  proselyting  upon  the  youth  by  private  Instruction,  without  the  reqnest 
ot  the  parents. 

What  "original  agreement"  was  violated  by  tbe  adoption  of  tbe 
present  Charter ;  in  what  respects  Rhode  Island  College  was  established 

it  specially  ImporUuit  that  It  should  be  deposited  In  the  archives  of  the  Oollege.  and  that  It  ibanld 
betbe  origin*]  ratharthui  a  copy,  I  mlf^t  possibly  nnutermsguinimtty  enough  to  yield  it, tboosti 
in  thai  ossa  I  ihoald  wish  It  to  be  considered  as  an  offering  from  tbe  excellent  (rlenii  who  gate  it  ut 
me  rathsi  than  from  myself. 

Ever.m;  dear  bIc,  ntlthfnlly  yonrs,  W.B.  StbaQCX. 


Reuben  A.  Guild,  Esq.— Vtr  Dear  Sir:  After  wbat  you  say  at  the  value  of  tbe  docnmest  I 
sent  you,  to  your  University,  I  cheeitnlly  maiie  It  over  to  yoa,  tn  be  transmitted,  dmnigli  itK 
archives,  to  posterity.  Vodi  Intimation  In  respect  to  giving  me  something  In  exohsnge  let  «- 1 
duly  ^predate,  but  greatly  prefer  that  It  shonM  be  oonsidered  an  out  and  out  gift. 

Very  falthtaUy  yonrs,  W.  B.  SrBAOn. 
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*'  a  party  College  more  explicitly  and  effectually  than  any  college  opon 
the  contineDt,"  (referring,  of  course,  to  the  six  colleges  in  existence  in 
the  year  1764) ;  and  how  the  paragraph  pertaining  to  religious  freedom 
and  sectarian  differences  of  opinion  "enables  and  empowers  the  Bap- 
tists to  practice  the  arts  of  insinuation  and  proselyting,"  we  leave  to 
the  juc^ment  and  candor  of  our  readers  to  decide. 

The  appendix  to  "  Life,  Times,  and  Correspondence  of  James  Man- 
ning "  contuns  this  Stiles  Charter,  if  we  may  so  designate  it,  copied  in 
full  from  the  original  document,  and  in  a  parallel  column,  the  changes 
and  additions  made  by  the  Philadelphia  committee.  The  "rough 
draft"  which  the  committee  remodelled  *'in  the  &U  of  1768,"  was  the 
original  draft  made  by  Dr.  Stiles,  in  his  own  handwriting,  which  Man- 
ning was  unftble  to  hear  read,  his  vessel  being  about  to  sail.  This  is  also 
preserved  on  file  among  the  College  papers.  It  does  not  differ  materi- 
ally from  the  one  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  August,  1768,  the  hand- 
writing in  both  being  the  same.  The  second  copy  is  on  larger  and  better 
paper,  and  is  written  with  more  care,  with  reference  to  its  being  a  legis- 
lative document. 

The  following  letter,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  Appendix  to  '*  Mate* 
rials  towards  a  History  of  the  Baptists  in  Rhode  Island,"  and  appears  to 
have  been  addressed  by  Edwards  to  Manning  soon  aft«r  the  removal  of 
the  College  to  Providence,  may  with  propriety  be  introduced  here, 
although  portions  of  it  belong  to  a  later  period.  His  allusions  to  the 
opposition  of  the  Presbyterians  (Congregationalists)  to  the  College, 
correspond  to  statements  made  by  Manning,  Brown,  Backus,  and 
others,  as  recorded  throoghont  in  the  pages  of  the  present  vroA, 
and  also  in  the  "Life,  Diary,  Letters,  and  Addresses  of  Hezehiah 
Smith."  Manning  was  evidently  expecting  the  friendship  and  help  of 
membeis  of  the  Standing  Order  in  the  adjoining  Colonies,  had  not  the 
Baptists  complained  in  newspapers  of  the  oppression  of  their  brethren, 
and  threatened  to  carry  their  complaints  to  the  Throne  in  case  they 
should  be  longer  continued.     Part  of  the  letter  reads  as  follows:  — 

"  I  ahoald  not  hftTO  rentarMl  to  oppoie  mj  opinions  to  Toura,  had  not  facta,  recent 
facta,  decided  the  matter  in  mjfaTorj  and  sbown  th»t  the  goodneaa  and  candoi  of  the 
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FTMldent  hftve  Imposed  oa  bit  Jndgment.  B«member  yon  not  tha  flnt  Gharterf 
WbUat  the  Baptist  college  was  yet  tn  embryo  they  Tery  dUlDgenaonHl;  oppoaad  it,  a» 
snob,  and  cootlDiied  to  make  It  tfaelr  own,  aince  wblcb  dlB^ppotntment,  Dr.  Stllea  woald 
have  nothing  to  do  with  It,  though  conned  again  and  again  to  accept  even  a  Fellowship 
therein.  And  when  the  present  Charter  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  at  &o«tb 
Kingstown,  remember  yon  not  what  clajnor  they  raised  against  it  there  7  And  wbst 
stout  opposition  the;  made  to  the  pass^eotlt,  insomnch  that  its  friends  thought  it  best 
to  desist?  And  how  they  triumphed  afterwards?  And  when  the  alfalr  was  brought 
on  again  at  East  Greenwich,  the  next  session,  yon  can  never  forget  with  what  heat  and 
coarse  expressions  the  same  oppositions  were  renewed,  nor  the  mortification  and 
marmurings  which  the  passing  of  it  occasioned.  It  la  true,  while  the  Charter  la; 
dormant  they  remained  eaa; ;  and,  as  yon  say,  appeared  well  pleased  when  you  had  set 
it  on  foot  at  Warren.  But  the  reason  of  that  is  obvious.  They  linew  that  white  the 
College  stood  friendless  and  moneyless,  as  it  then  did,  they  itiould  have  the  pleasure  to 
see  it  fall,  and  to  mock  those  who  began  to  hnlld  a  tower  and  were  not  able  to  finish  it. 
Bnt  Memedthay  good  humored  whan  money  came  thither  from  Buropef  Or  did  they 
look  aa  the  man  ol  Bristol  did,  at  your  first  Commencement,  and  put  the  aame  invid- 
lona  coostraotiou  upon  everything,  that  he  did  on  the  complacence  yon  afaowad  him 
that  day?  Their  good  a fFectl on  toward  the  College  edifice  was  but  varnish;  for  wliile 
with  spacious  arguments  they  wonld  have  it  here,  and  anon  there,  and  then,  in  another 
place,  thay  were  only  working  to  prevent  it  being  anywhere;  and  aa  aoon  as  it  had  ■ 
locality,  and  the  beginning  of  its  existence  at  Providence,  did  they  not,  with  some 
misled  Baptists,  attempt  to  get  another  college,  to  destroy  yonra,  and  actually  cattled 
their  design  through  the  Lower  House  ?  This  also  failing,  what  remalna  bnt  to  prevent 
youth  from  reBorting  to  It.  Their  slandering  the  officers  of  Inatmetton,  as  Inaofflclent: 
the  town  where  it  la  In,  as  a  lawleaa  place;  the  college,  as  wanting  government;  thdr 
representing  It  as  a  nest  of  Aaabapttsta,  calculated  to  make  proselytes ;  their  visiting 
grammar  achools,  and  tampering  with  masters  and  parents;  their  scolding  Prestqrie- 
rian  youth,  when  they  enter  with  you,  as  your  neighbor  [Uiwley  did,  who  la  capable  ot 
nothing  hut  what  Is  gross  andindelloate;  their  refusing  topayanbacrlptions,  etc.  — are 
all  Intended  to  hurt  what  they  could  neither  prevent  nor  destroy.  Think  yon  that 
their  present  opposition  to  the  College  is  the  effect  ot  those  newspaper  complaints,  and 
threatening  ol  Preabyteriau  oppreasion  In  Mew  England?  Why,  then,  did  they  oppose 
It  before  those  oomplf^nts  and  tbreaCenlnga  had  existence?  Think  yontheywill  be 
friends  shonid  we  desist  from  these  complaints  and  court  their  favor  ?  It  cannot  be, 
except  God  shonid  once  teach  them  to  love  their  neighbors  aa  themselves,  and  do  as 
they  would  be  done  by.  Deatroyiug  the  Baptist  college  will  pacity  them,  and  nothing 
else.  Tbe  existence  of  that  on  the  hill  of  Providence  is  a  Hordecai  in  the  gate.  I  told 
you,  long  ago,  that  U  you  oould  not  do  without  the  Preabyterians,  yon  coald  not  do  at 
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all.  I  naed  not  Inlona  jon  that  while  I  d«al  In  ganetals  I  except  the  boneat,  the 
trasty,  and  the  gooi ;  and  eome  such  PresbyterianB  I  have  met  with  tn  their  oonneo- 
tlona  with  this  Collese.    Ood  send  ni  mote  anoh  and  mend  the  rest. 

We  may  be  aUowed  to  introdace  in  this  connectaon  an  extract  from 
the  second  volnme  of  Backus's  "Hiatorj  of  the  Baptists  in  New  Eng- 
land," pitblifilied  in  1784,  while  Manning,  Edwards,  Stiles,  Elleiy,  and 
other  parties  referred  to  were  living.  It  ^ves  in  brief  the  reasons  for 
founding  a  Baptist  College,  the  agency  of  the  Philadelphia  Association 
in  tlie  matter,  and  the  story  of  the  Charter.  The  accuracy  of  Backns 
as  an  historian  has  never,  we  believe,  been  questioned.  His  work  has 
long  been  reguded  as  a  standard  authority  on  the  subjects  of  which  it 
treats.  Bancroft  awards  to  him  the  highest  praise.  In  a  letter  to  the 
writer  dated  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Sept.  26, 1886,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  "  Chaplain  Smith  and  die  Baptists,"  he  thus 
expresses  himself:  —  "I  look  always  to  a  Baptist  historian  for  the 
ingenuousness,  clear  diecemment,  and  determined  accuracy  which  form 
the  glory  of  their  great  historian.  Backus."  Being  in  the  prime  and 
vigor  of  life  when  the  College  was  established,  and  an  active  Trustee 
from  the  beginning  nntU  1799,  a  period  of  thirty-four  years,  being 
moreover  the  agent  of  the  churches,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Man- 
ning, Stillman,  and  Smith,  the  three  great  denominational  leaders,  he 
was  undoubtedly  familiar  with  all  the  facta  pertaining  to  the  origin  and 
early  progress  of  the  College :  — 

Extract  fxon  IUckui. 
The  Covenant  ol  ClrcDmclslon  gave  those  who  were  bom  In  it  a  right  to  treat  all 
othere,  both  aa  to  wonhlp  and  commerce,  as  no  olhera  had  any  right  to  treat  them.  A 
right  to  office  also  In  that  church  was  hereditary.  When  onr  Sarlonr  came  he  falSUed 
the  law  both  moral  and  ceremonial,  and  abolished  those  hereditary  distinctions  among 
mankind.  Bnt  in  the  centuries  following,  deoeltfnl  philosophy  took  away  the  name 
which  God  has  given  tC  the  Covenant  (Acts  vil.  8)  and  added  the  name  gnoe  to  It ; 
from  whence  came  the  doctrine,  that  dominion  U/ounded  in  ^roee.  And  although  this 
latter  name  has  been  exploded  by  many,  yet  the  root  of  It  has  been  tennclonsly  held  fast 
and  taught  in  all  colleges  and  superior  places  of  learning,  as  lar  as  ChTistianlty  has 
extended,  nntil  the  present  Ume;   whereby  natural  affection,  edncatton,  temporal 
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intWMt,  Mid  s«U  rlgbtMiuneu,  the  strongeat  preJodiM*  In  the  world,  tuiTe  k11  oon- 
■pired  to  bind  people  In  that  way,  and  to  bu  their  minds  aKmlnat  aqaal  liberty  uid 
believer's  bepIlBiu.  Bat  the  wrlUnge  of  our  leaiuad  mlnlitera  in  BngUnd  havecon- 
monlcated  mnob  light  In  thU  oonntry;  to  which  more  was  added  by  the  travela  and 
labors  olonrSoathemfatben  and  brethten.  And  hereby  the  Philadelphia  Aaaodstlon 
obtained  inch  an  acquaintance  with  onr  affairs,  as  to  bring  them  to  an  apptebension 
that  It  was  practicable  and  expedient  to  erect  a  college  in  the  Colony  ot  Shode  lalrnnd, 
nnder  the  chief  direction  of  the  Baptists ;  wherein  education  might  be  promoted  and 
anperlor  learning  obtained,  Iree  ot  an;  sectarian  religions  tests.  And  Hr.  JTamea  Man- 
ning, who  took  bis  first  degree  In  New  Jersey  College  in  September,  1TS3,  was  esteemed 
a  soltable  leader  in  this  im[>ortant  work.  Therefore,  on  a  Toyi^  to  Halifax,  In  Joly, 
1T6B,  he  called  In  at  Newport,  and  proposed  the  affair  to  the  Honorable  Samnel  Ward, 
John  Gardner,  JobIbb  Lyndon,  and  other  Baptist  gentlemen  and  friends;  who  readily 
concurred  therewith,  and  entered  upon  the  use  ot  means  to  accomplish  it.  And  not- 
withstanding secret  contrivances  and  some  open  attempts  against  it,  an  ample  Charter 
(or  the  purpose  was  granted  by  their  Legislature,  in  February,  1TS4.  In  the  •ummei 
following  Mr.  Uannlng  temored  to  Warren,  to  preach  to  a  society  newly  formed  there, 
and  to  begin  the  Bohool.  In  September,  lT6fi,  he  was  oboeen  President  of  the  College, 
and  on  Sept.  T,  1T69,  seven  young  gentlemen  took  their  flnt  degrees  therein ;  and  it  was 
removed  to  Providence  the  next  spring,  where  a  farther  account  of  It  may  be  ^ven 
hereafter. 

In  the  third  Tolume  of  Backus's  Hiatoiy,  published  in  1796,  after 
the  death  of  Manning,  E^lwards,  and  Stiles,  the  author  recapitolatee, 
«DteiiDg  more  into  detail,  as  follows :  — 

The  appermoet  party  among  Christians  have  ever  had  the  command  of  all  collies 
to  educate  religions  teachers,  as  well  as  other  men  of  superior  learning,  until  very 
lately.  Even  In  1T3D,  no  mlnleters  but  CoTtgrpgatiorua  mtnUters  were  allowed  to  be 
Overseers  of  the  Dnlvetslty  of  Cambridge,  by  the  Hasiachnaetts  constltutloo  of 
government.  And  great  sums  have  been  given  to  that  University  by  the  Oovernnent, 
ttom  time  to  time,  ever  since  it  began  in  1S38.  But  as  Providence  and  Rhode  Island 
Colony  was  planted  by  men  who  were  banished  from  the  Haasaohnsettt,  because  they 
oonsclentlonsly  dlsssnted  from  the  use  of  force  in  religious  aflairs,  and  that  Colony 
suffered  amazingly  from  neighbor  colonies  for  more  than  an  huddred  yean,  the  pecqile 
have  grown  up  with  great  prejudices  against  colleges,  and  against  obeying  the  laws  at 
Christ  for  the  support  of  his  mlniatere.  But  as  a  minister  hath  died  this  year  (Dr. 
Manning),  who  has  done  much  towards  removing  these  prejudices,  I  shall  give  s 
-concise  account  of  the  affair.    Hr.  laaao  Eaton,  who  was  pastor  ot  the  Baptist  chnrcb 
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ftt  Hopewell,  In  New  Jersey,  from  1T4S  tolT72,  set  npaschoolfortheedacaUoDotyonth 
for  the  tninlatrj,  as  well  aa  for  other  callings,  in  1T56,  and  kept  it  for  eleven  years.  Due 
of  hia  scholars  was  Mr.  James  Manning,  who  went  from  his  school  to  the  college  at 
Princeton,  where  he  took  his  fltst  degree  In  Septeiaher,  1T62.  And  as  the  Philadelphia 
ABsociation  were  lot  erecting  a  college  In  Rhode  Island  Oovemment,  they  fixed  their 
eyes  upon  a  proper  leader  in  the  affair.  He  therefore  called  in  at  Newport  on  his 
voyage  to  Halifax,  in  Jnly,  1T63,  and  proposed  the  matter  to  a  number  of  geotlemen, 
who  readily  conc&rred  therewith ;  and  as  they  had  a  high  opinion  of  a  learned  Con- 
grflgational  miniitw  among  them,  they  desired  him  to  make  a  draft  of  a  Charter  tor  a 
collage  In  that  GoTernment.  It  waa  proposed  to  take  in  some  members  of  the  several 
denominationa  among  them,  hat  that  the  Baptists  should  always  be  the  majority  of  the 
Corporation.  He  drew  a  Charter,  which  appeared  to  be  npon  this  plan,  and  it  was 
introdnced  into  their  Ijeglilatnie;  but  a  Baptist  gentleman  discerned  that  there  was  a 
door  left  open  for  the  Congregational  denomination  to  become  the  majority  hereafter. 
Therefore  the  Charter  waa  not  then  passed  into  a  law ;  and  when  their  Legialatare  met 
kgaln,  the  Charter  was  not  to  be  fonnd.  When  tfali  was  beard  of  at  Philadelphia,  two 
gentlemen  were  sent  from  thence,  who  assisted  In  drawing  a  new  Charter,  which  was 
established  by  the  Legislatnre  of  Rhode  Island,  in  February,  ITM, 

This  "new  Charter,"  which  was  finally  granted  by  the  General 
Assembly,  is  now,  and  mnst  forever  continue  to  be  (according  to  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  celebrated 
'  Dartmouth  Collie  case,  which  Daniel  Webster  so  ably  defended),  the 
unalterable  constitution  of  the  College  or  University.  By  it  the  Corpor- 
ation is  made  to  consist  of  two  branches ;  namely,  that  of  the  Truatoes 
and  that  of  tita  Fellows,  with  distinct,  separate,  and  respective  powers. 
The  Trustees  are  tbiriy-six  in  rnuuber,  of  whom  twenty-two  are  for- 
ever to  be  elected  of  the  denomination  called  Baptists,  or  Antipedo- 
baptists,  five  of  the  denomination  called  Friends,  or  Quakers,  five  of  the 
denomination  called  Episcopalians,  and  four  of  the  denomination  called 
Congregationalists.  These  were  the  denominations  of  New  England 
more  than  a  century  ago.  The  number  of  the  Fellows,  including  t^ 
President,  who  must  always  be  a  Fellow,  is  twelve,  of  whom  eight  are 
forever  to  be  elected  of  the  denomination  called  Baptists,  and  tike  rest 
indifferently  of  any  or  all  denominations.  The  President  must  forever 
be  a  Baptist.  Once  in  three  years  the  Corporation,  at  Ite  annual  meet- 
ing, most  choose  from  among  t^e  Trustees  a  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
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versity,  and  a  Treasurer ;  and  from  among  tite  Fellows,  a  Secretary. 
The  office  of  the  Chancellor  is  meielf  to  preside  as  moderator  of  the 
Trustees ;  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  senior  Fellov,  being 
the  moderator  of  the  Fellows.  The  instruction  and  immediate  govern- 
ment of  the  College  ia  in,  and  must  forever  continue  to  rest  in  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows,  or  Fellowship,  to  whom,  aa  a  "learned  facul^," 
belongs  exclusively  the  privilege  of  adjut^ng  and  confeiriug  the  acsr 
demical  degrees. 

This  Charter,  although  it  aectires  to  the  Baptists  the  control  of  the 
College,  recc^nizes  repeatedly,  and  in  most  unequivocal  terms,  ihe 
grand  principles  of  religious  freedom,  for  which  the  descendants  of 
Rc^r  Williams,  and  all  true  Baptists  of  every  age,  have  always  reso- 
lutely contended.     Its  provisions  on  this  point  read  as  follows :  — 

And,  tarthermor«,  it  1b  hsTeby  enacted  knd  delisted,  That  Into  this  Uber»l  and 
oathalic  Initltutlon  shall  never  be  admitted  any  Tellgiona  teat* ;  bat,  on  the  contraiy, 
all  the  members  heTeof  ahall  foievei  enjoy  fall,  free,  abeolute.  and  nninternipted  lib- 
erty ot  couBclence:  and  that  the  places  of  professors,  tutors,  ftad  all  other  officers,  tha 
Preaident  alone  excepted,  shall  be  free  and  open  tor  all  denomtnatlons  of  Ptotestanta! 
and  that  youth  ol  all  religloas  denominations  shall  and  may  be  tceeir  admitted  to  ths 
equal  adrantages,  emolamenta,  and  honors  of  the  College,  or  Cniversity,  and  ahslt 
Tecelve  a  like  fair,  generoos,  and  equal  treatment  daring  their  residence  therein— they 
conducting  tbemaelTSB  peaceably, and  conforming  to  the  laws  and  atatntes  thereof ;  and 
that  the  public  teaching  ahail,  in  general,  respect  the  sclencea ;  and  that  the  sectarian 
difCerences  of  opinions  ahail  not  make  any  part  of  the  public  and  classical  instroctlofi; 
although  all  rellgioua  controTeralea  may  be  studied  freely,  examined,  and  explained  by 
the  Preaident,  professors,  and  tutors,  in  a  personal,  separate,  and  distinct  manner,  t« 
the  youth  of  any  or  each  denomination ;  and,  above  all,  a  constant  regard  shall  be  paid 
to,  and  effectual  care  taken  of,  the  morals  of  the  College. 

The  statutes  of  the  College  have  been  framed  from  time  to  time  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  this  Charter.  So  long  ago  as  1783,  those 
students  who  regularly  observed  the  teve^A  day  as  the  Sabbath,  were 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  law  which  required  every  atadent, 
as  a  moral  duty,  to  attend  public  woiship  on  the  fint  day  of  the  week. 
Those    who  statedly  attended  the  Friendi'  meeting  were  expressly 
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"permitted  to  wear  their  hats  within  the  college  walls,"  etc.,  and 
"yonng  gentlemen  of  the  Hebrew  persuasion"  were  fonnally  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  which  commanded,  on  penalty  of  expul- 
eion,  that  no  student  should  deny  the  divine  authority  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  And  yet  more ;  in  1770  the  Corporation  declared,  aa 
appears  from  the  records,  that  "the  children  of  Jews  may  be  admitted 
into  this  Institution,  and  entirely  enjoy  the  freedom  of  their  own  relig- 
ion, without  any  constraint  or  imposition  whatever."  These  provisions 
of  the  Charter,  and  of  the  statutes  of  the  College,  manifest,  says  a  dis- 
tinguished writer,'  a  *'  delicate  regard  for  the  rights  of  coDscience,  for 
which,  it  is  believed,  hardly  a  parallel  can  be  found  in  the  history  of 
similar  institutions." 

And  to  "  this  liberal  and  catholic  Institution "  the  youth  of  all 
religious  denominations  have  freely  resorted  during  nearly  a  century 
and  a  half  for  their  education.  Truly  m^fbt  Daniel  Webster  say,  in 
his  celebrated  speech  in  the  case  of  Stephen  Girard's  will,  —  '*  The 
Baptist  College  in  Rhode  Island  receives  and  educates  youtli  of  all 
religious  sects  and  all  beliefs."  Not  a  few  of  the  prominent  religious 
teachers  and  theologians  connected  with  our  various  Cliristian  sects  or 
societies,  throughout  the  land,  have  received  their  permanent  serious 
impressions  during  the  revivals  of  religion  with  which  the  College,  or 
University,  has,  from  its  beginning,  been  graciously  visited. 

Brown  UniveiBily,  it  is  stated,  in  a  loief  account  of  the  "rise  and 
constitution  of  the  University,"  published  in  the  recent  annual  Cata- 
logues, "owes  its  origin  to  the  happy  convergence  of  two  separate 
lines  of  influence."  One  of  these  "lines  of  influence"  was  the 
"Philadelphia  Baptist  Association,  under  whose  auspices  the  Hopewell 
Academy  had  already  been  established."  This  the  candid  reader  of 
the  pages  of  our  narrative  will  readily  admit.  The  other  "line  of 
influence,"  the  account  states,  was  the  residence,  in  Newport,  of  the 

■  WUUkiD  ODm  GodiUrd,  LL.  D.,  >  si>da>ta  of  the  (Mltgt  In  the  CUn  of  1811,  ProfMur  of 
Moral  PUI<Mopk]ruull[M^tij>i<a  from  unDiiUlUU,Proteuoii^Blin(irlotroin  ISM  nncu  tStt, 
HMmbM-  ot  tb«  Bourd  of  rallowi  and  SaoiaUrr  of  tlie  Corpontlon  from  IMS  null  IBM,  aad  > 
wontilppa  U  St.  Joho'i  Splaooiwl  Charob. 
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celebrated  Bishop  Berkeley,  from  1729  until  1781,  making  it  "ixapos> 
Bible  that  the  saggestion  of  a  college  for  Rhode  Island  should  be  strange 
or  unwelcome  to  thoughtful  people  in  that  Colony."  The  distdngoished 
Dean  of  Deny  resided  on  a  farm  which  he  purchased,  in  the  neighboi^ 
hood'  of  the  town,  returning  to  his  native  land  in  September,  17S1, 
thirty-two  years  before  the  arrival  in  Newport  of  Manning  and  Sutton, 
on  their  mission  of  the  CoUege.  He  hod  conceived  the  benevolent 
project  of  converting  the  savages  of  America  to  Christianity  by  means 
of  an  Episcopal  College  to  he  erected  in  one  of  the  isles  of  Bermuda, 
and  he  came  to  Rhode  Island  to  carry  this  project  into  effect.  Failing 
in  his  object  he  returned  to  Ireland,  after  deeding  his  &rm  to  Yale 
College,  and  making  its  library  a  present  of  one  thousand  volumes. 
How  much  influence  Berkeley  thus  had  in  founding  a  Baptist  Coll^ 
tor  the  special  education  of  youth  for  the  ministry,  does  not,  to  the 
mind  of  the  writer,  at  least,  appear. 

The  first  edition  of  the  Charter  was  printed  in  Newport,  by  Samuel 
Hall,  under  the  direction  of  Doct.  Thomas  Eyres,  A.  M^  Swiretary  of 
the  Corporation.  It  is  a  small  folio  in  size,  on  excellent  paper,  with- 
out date,  and  without  the  signatures  of  the  Governor  and  Secretary 
of  the  Colony.*  Mr.  Hall,  the  successor  of  Anne  Franklin,  widow  of 
James  Franklin,  was  a  printer  in  Newport  from  1763  until  1768,  and  did 
work  that  attracted  attention  for  its  excellence.  Doct.  Eyres,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  one  of  the  committee  that  remodeled  the  Stiles  draft. 
An  octavo  edition  was  reprinted  for  Blyth  &  Beevor,  No.  87  Comhill, 
London.  A  copy  of  each  of  these  original  editions  is  carefully  pre- 
served in  the  College  Library.  From  this  first  edition,  which  may  be 
supposed  to  be  correct,  we  print  as  follows  :  — 

'  Note.  Tbc  Cbartci  wm  ilpied  and  sealed  on  ths  twenty-toorth  dar  at  October,  ITR.  TUi 
flnt  edition  wm  probably  pnblUhed  (cime  time  before  thli  date,  inumacb  at  tbe  a^natnnii  of  tbt 
QoTeroor  and  Secretary  are  muting.  At  tbe  flrat  meeting  of  tbe  CorporaUon  ludd  In  Kevpat, 
In  September,  IIM,  It  vu 

Bfelvtd,"  Tbat  tbeCbarterot  IneorporatioD  be  Imerted  In  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  recordiitftUi 
OorporMlon,  and  be  tbere  dnl;  antbentlcated."  1U>  iraa  done  pereral  years  later  on ;  meaavbOe 
tbe  Cbarter,  It  appears,  «•■  printed  and  clrcnlated  among  tbe  members. 
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Ceakibb  or  BsowM  Uhitkbhtt. 


At  the  0«nen1  Asaeinbly  of  the  Oovernoi  and  CompMiy  of  th«  BngUah  Colony  of 
Rlkode  IsUad  And  Fiovldenoe  PUotatlona,  In  New  Bngland,  in  Amertca,  begun  and 
bolden  by  adjonnunent,  at  Ba*t  Oreenwich,  within  and  for  the  Colony  aforesaid,  on 
the  last  Monday  In  Pebmary,  in  the  year  of  our  Iiord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Sixty-four,  and  tonrth  of  the  Reign  of  bla  most  eaored  Majesty,  George  tbe  Third, 
by  the  grace  of  Qod,  King  o(  Great  Britain,  and  so  forth. 

Av   Act 

ESTJIBUSKMBBT 


ITatTKurrT 
within  this  Colony. 

I  Institntlona  tor  liberal  education  are  highly  beneficial  to  Booiety,  by 
forming  the  rising  generation  to  virtue,  knowledge,  and  useful  literature;  and  thus 
preserving  in  tbe  community  a  sucoeaslon  of  men  duly  qnalifled  lor  discharging  the 
offices  of  life  with  usefulness  and  reputation ;  they  have  therefore  jnstly  merited  and 
received  the  attention  and  encouragement  of  every  wise  and  well-regulated  State: 
And  whereas  a  public  school  or  seminary,  erected  for  that  purpose  within  this  Colony, 
to  which  the  yonth  may  freely  resort  tor  education  in  the  vernacular  and  learned  laa- 
guages.  and  In  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  would  be  lor  the  general  advantage  and 
honor  of  the  government :  And  whereas  Daniel  Jenckes,  Esq.,  Nicholas  TlUlnghaat, 
Esq.,  Nicholas  Gardiner,  Esq.,  Col.  Joslas  Lyndon,  Col.  Ellaha  Reynolds,  Peleg 
Thurston,  Eaq.,  Simon  Pease,  Esq.,  John  Tilllnghast,  Esq.,  George  Hazard,  Esq.,  Col. 
Job  Beanet,  Nicholas  Boston,  Esq.,  Arthur  Fanner,  Esq.,  Mr.  Bs«klel  Gardner,  Mr. 
John  Waterman,  Hr.  James  Barker,  Jun.,  Mr.  John  Holmes,  Solomon  Drown,  Esq., 
Mr.  8amnelWlnsor,HT.  Joseph  Sheldon,  Charles  Rhodes,  Esq.,  Mr.  Kloholaa  Brown, 
Col.  Baralllai  Richmond,  Hr.  John  Brown,  Mr.  Gideon  Hozsay,  Mr.  Thomas  Byres, 
Hr.  Thomas  Potter,  Jun.,  Mr.  Peleg  Barker,  Hr.  Edward  Thurston,  Mr.  William  Bed* 
wood,  Joeeph  Clarke,  Esq.,  Hr.  John  O.  Wanton,  and  Hr.  Thomas  Bohlnson,  wltk 
many  other  persons,  appear  as  undertakers  In  the  valuable  design:  And  thereupon 
a  petition  hath  been  preferred  to  this  Assembly,  praying  that  fall  liberty  and  power 
may  be  granted  unto  such  of  them,  with  others,  as  are  hereafter  mentioned,  to  fonnd, 
endow,  order,  and  govern  a  College  or  University  within  this  Colony ;  and  that,  for 
the  more  effectual  exeontlon  of  this  design,  they  may  be]  incorporated  into  one  body 
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politic,  to  b«  known  in  the  law,  with  the  powera,  prlTilegM,  and  franehlM*  aacemtxj 
for  the  pQipoBes  Kforesftld. 

Now  THBBiFonK  znow  Ti,  That  being  willing  to  encourage  and  patTOuise  an«h  u 
honorable  aad  uMfnl  instltntion,  we,  the  said  GoTernor  and  Companr,  in  General 
Assembly  coDToned.  do,  lor  oaraelvee  and  onr  sueceasorB,  in  and  by  vlrtuo  ot  the  power 
and  authorltywithin  the  jurlBdlctlonot  this  Colony,  tousbytheEoTal  CharMr  granted 
and  committed,  enact,  grant,  conatitDte,  ordain,  and  declare,  and  It  ia  hereby  enacted, 
gnuiled,  constitnted,  ordained,  and  declared,  that  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopldna,  Eaq.,  the 
Hon.  Joseph  Wanton,  Jan.,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Samuel  IFard,  Ewj.,  the  Hon.  William 
Bllery,  Esq.,  John  Tlllinghaat,  Esq.,  Simon  Paaa«,  Esq.,  Jamae  Hoayman,  Saq., 
Nicholaa  Easton,  Esq.,  Nicholas  Tllllnghast,  Esq.,  Darlns  Saaaiona,  Esq.,  JoaejA 
Harris,  Esq.,  Fiancls  Wlltett,  Esq.,  William  Logan,  Esq.,  Daniel  Jenckes,  Eiq., 
George  Hatatd,  Esq,,  Nlobolae  Brown,  Esq.,  Jeremiah  Nllea,  Esq.,  Joshoa  Babeock, 
Esq.,  Mr.  John  O.  Wanton,  the  Bev.  Edward  TJpham,  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Condy,  the 
Bev.  Marmaduke  Brown,  the  BeT.  Oatdnei  Thurston,  the  Rev.  Esra  Stiles,  the  Be*. 
John  Graves,  the  Rev.  John  Haxaon,  the  Rev.  Samnel  Winsor,  the  Itev.  John  Ganc, 
the  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  the  Rev^^  Isaac  Eaton,  the  Rev.  Samnel  Stillman,  the  Bev. 
Samuel  Jones,  the  Bev.  James  Manning,  the  Rev.  Russel  Maaon,  Col.  EUsha  Beynoldi, 
Col.  Josiaa  Lyndon,  Col.  Job  Bennet,  Mr.  Ephraim  Bowen,  Joshna  Clarke,  Esq.,  Capt. 
Jonathan  Slade,  John  Taylor,  Esq.,  Mr.  Bobert  Strettell  Jones,  Azariah  Dnnham,  Esq., 
Mr.  Edward  Thnraton,  Jun.,  Mr.  Thomas  Byres,  Mr.  Thomas  Hazard,  and  Mr.  Pel^ 
Barker,  or  such  or  so  many  of  them  aa  shall,  within  twelve  month*  from  the  date 
hereof,  accept  ot  this  trust,  and  quality  themselves  as  hereinafter  directed,  and  their 
successors,  shall  be  forever  hereafter  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  name, 
to  be  known  in  law  \)j  the  name  ol,  TntisTsas  ahd  F11.1.0WS  or  ths  Coixeor,  oa 

UMIVBBSITT,  in  THK  ElKILISH  COLOHV  Of  BhODB  IbI^ITD,  AND  PnOVIDUtCB  PliUtTATIOn, 

IN  New  Enqland,  in  Amuuca;  the  Trustees  and  Fellows,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
giving  such  more  partlcnlar  name  to  the  College,  In  honor  of  the  greatest  and  most 
distinguished  benefactor,'  or  otherwise,  aa  they  afaall  think  proper;  which  name,  so 
given,  shall.  In  all  acts,  instruments,  and  doings  of  the  said  body  politic,  be  super- 
added to  their  corporate  name  aforea^d,  and  become  a  part  of  their  legal  appellatioo, 
by  which  it  shall  be  forever  known  and  distinguished :  And  that,  by  the  aame  name, 
they  and  tbelt  successors,  choaen  by  themselves,  aa  hereafter  prescribed,  shall,  and 
may,  have  perpetual  succesalon ;  and  shall,  and  may,  be  peraons  able  and  capable.  In 
the  law,  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  to  plead  and  to  be  Impleaded,  to  answer  and  to  be 


,,Google 


mSTOHT  OF  THE  CHABTEE.  537 

ftnawered  unto,  to  defend  and  to  be  defended  against,  In  all  and  stDgnlat  aaite,  caniea, 
matters,  actions,  and  doings,  of  vbat  kind  soever:  And  also  to  have,  take,  possess, 
purchase,  acquire,  or  otherwise  receive  and  hold  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
goods,  chattels,  or  other  estates ;  of  all  which  the;  may,  and  shall,  stsknd  and  be  seiied, 
notwithstanding  any  misnomer  of  the  College,  or  Corporation  thereof;  and  by  what- 
ever name,  or  however  imperfectly  the  same  shall  be  described  In  gift,  bequest,  and 
•alignment,  provided  the  true  intent  of  the  assigner  or  benefactor  be  evident ;  Also 
the  same  to  grant,  demise,  aliene,  lease,  ase,  manage,  and  improve,  according  to  th« 
tenor  of  the  donations,  and  to  the  purposes,  trusts,  and  uses,  to  which  they  stiall  be 
seized  thereof.  And  lull  liberty,  power,  and  authority  are  hereby  granted  nnto  the 
said  Trusteea  and  Fellows,  and  their  saccessors,  to  found  a  Collage  or  University 
within  this  Colony,  for  promoting  the  liberal  arts  ani]  universal  literature :  And  with 
the  moneys,  estates,  and  revenues,  of  which  they  shall  from  time  to  time  become 
legally  seized  as  aforesaid,  to  endow  the  same:  And  erect  the  necessary  bnlldings  and 
edifices  thereof  on  snch  place  within  this  Colony  as  they  shall  think  convenient :  And 
generally  to  regulate,  order,  and  govern  the  same,  appoint  officers,  and  moke  laws,  as 
hereinafter  prescribed;  and  hold,  use,  and  enjoy  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  exemp- 
tions, dignities,  and  immunities,  enjoyed  by  any  College  or  University  whatever. 

And  furthermore,  that  the  said  Trustees  and  Fellows,  and  their  successors,  shall, 
and  may,  forever  hareaftBr  have  a  public  seal,  to  use  for  all  causes,  matters,  and  affairs 
whatever,  of  them  and  their  successors,  and  the  same  seal  to  alter,  break,  and  make 
anew,  from  time  to  time,  at  their  will  and  pleasure ;  which  seal  shall  always  be  depos- 
ited with  tfas  President,  or  senior  Fellow. 

And  furthermore,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  it  Is  hereby  enacted,  ordained  and 
declared,  that  it  la  now,  and  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  continue  to  be,  the  unalterable 
constltation  of  thla  College,  or  University,  that  the  Corporation  thereof  shall  consist  of 
two  branches,  to  wit:  That  of  the  Trustees,  and  that  of  the  Fellowship,  with  distinct, 
separate,  and  respective  powers:  And  that  the  nnmber  of  the  Trustees  shall,  and 
may  be  thirty-six ;  of  which  twenty-two  shall  forever  be  elected  ol  the  denomination 
called  Baptists,  or  Antlpedobaptists ;  five  shall  forever  be  elected  of  the  denomination 
called  Friends,  or  Quakers ;  font  shall  forever  be  elected  ol  the  denomination  called 
Congregationalists,  and  five  shall  forever  he  elected  of  the  denomination  called  Bpis- 
copallans:  And  that  the  snccesslon  in  this  branch  shall  be  forever  chosen  and  filled 
up  from  tbe  respective  denominations  In  this  proportion,  and  according  to  these  num- 
bers: which  ore  hereby  fixed,  and  shall  remain  to  perpetnlty  Immutably  the  sams. 
And  that  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins,  Joseph  'Wanton,  Samuel  Word,  'William  Etlery, 
John  Tillinghaat,  Simon  Pease,  James  Honyman,  Nicholas  Baston,  Nicholas  l^IUng- 
hast,  Darius  Sessions,  Joseph  Harris,  Francis  Wlllett,  Daniel  Jenckes,  George  Hazard, 
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NlcboUs  Btowd,  Jeremiah  Niles,  John  a.  Wftnton,  JolhoB  Clarka,  Gardnsr  Thnnton, 
JobQ  Gravea,  John  Uaxson,  Joha  Obiio,  Bamael  Wlnaor,  laomc  Xiaton,  Bamael  8UU- 
man,  Rii>b«1  Mason,  fillaha  Reynolds,  Joalas  Lyndon,  Job  Bennet,  Ephraim  Bovon, 
John  Taylor,  Jonathan  Blade,  Robert  Strettell  Jones,  Azarlah  Dunham,  Edward 
Thurston,  Jr.,  and  Pelag  Barker,  or  such,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  qaallfy  them- 
selves as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  thay  are  hereby  declared  and  astabUshed  the  fliat  and 
present  TrastMs.  And  that  the  number  of  the  Fellows,  inclusive  of  the  President 
(who  shall  always  be  a  Fellow),  shall  and  may  be  twelve ;  of  which,  eight  sIuiU  be  tot- 
ever  elected  of  the  denomination  called  Baptists,  or  Antlpedobaptlsta ;  and  the  re«t 
indifferently  of  any  or  all  denominations.  And  that  the  Rev.  Bdwatd  Upham,  the 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Condy,  the  Rev.  Harmadnke  Brown,  the  Rev.  MorfaD  Edwaida,tha 
Rev.  Ezra  Stiles,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Jones,  the  Rev.  James  Manning,  'William  Logan, 
Esq.,  Joshua  Babcock,  Esq.,  Hr.  Thpmaa  Eyres,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hazard,  or  such,  ot 
so  many  of  them  as  shall  qualify  themselves  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
declared  the  Brat  and  present  Fellows  and  Fellowship,  to  whom  the  President,  when 
hereafter  elected  <who  shall  forever  be  ot  the  denomination  called  Baptists,  at  Aati- 
pedobsptists),  shall  be  Joined  to  complete  the  number. 

And  farthermore,  it  Is  declared  and  ordained,  that  the  succession  in  both  brancliM 
shall  at  all  times  heteaftet  be  filled  ap  and  supplied  according  to  these  nnmbeia,  and 
this  established  and  Invariable  proportion  from  the  respective  denomlnationa  by  the 
separate  election  of  both  branches  of  this  Corporation,  which  shall  at  all  times  sit  and 
act  by  separate  and  distinct  powers ;  and  in  general,  in  order  to  the  validity  and  con- 
summation ot  all  acts,  there  shall  be  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective,  separate,  and 
distinct  powers,  the  Joint  concurrence  of  the  Trustees  and  Fellows,  by  their  reepectlve 
majorities,  except  in  adjudging  and  conferring  the  academical  degrees,  which  shall 
forever  belong,  exclusively,  to  the  Fellowship  as  a  learned  faculty. 

And  turthermote,  it  Is  constituted,  that  the  Instruction  and  immediate  govemnent 
of  the  College  shall  forever  be,  and  test  In  the  President  and  Fellowa,  or  Fellowship. 

And  tnrthennore,  U  is  ordaioed,  that  there  shall  be  a  general  meeting  of  the  Cor- 
poration on  the  arat  Wednesday  In  September  annually,  within  the  College  edlSoe,  and 
until  the  aune  be  built,  at  snoh  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  consult,  advise,  and 
transact  the  affairs  of  the  College  or  University:  At  which,  or  at  any  other  time,  the 
public  Commencement  may  be  held  and  celebrated.  And  that  on  any  speolol  emargea- 
des,  the  President,  with  any  two  of  the  Fellows,  or  any  three  of  the  Fellows,  excluilT* 
ot  the  President,  may  convoke,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  convoke,  an  assem- 
bly of  the  Corporation  on  twenty  days'  notice ;  And  that,  In  all  meetlnga,  the  major 
vote  of  those  present  of  the  two  branchea  respeotively,  shall  be  deemed  their  lespectlTa 
majorities  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  not  leas  than  twelve  of  the  Trustees,  and  Ave  of 
the  Fellows,  be  a  quorum  of  their  respective  branches.    That  (he  President,  or,  in  his 
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»bMncfl,th«  Senior  Fallow  picsent,  sliall  always  be  Moderator  of  the  FellovH:  That 
the  Corporation,  at  their  annual  meetlngB,  once  In  three  years,  or  oftener  in  case  of 
death  or  removal,  shall,  and  may  chooie  a  Chancellor  of  the  Unlvetsit]',  and  Treasurer, 
from  among  the  Trnitees,  and  a  Secretary  from  among  the  Fellona :  That  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  shall  be  in  tbe  TmsteeB,  whose  office  shall  be  only  to  preside  as 
a  Moderator  of  tbe  Trustees;  and  that  in  his  absence,  the  Tmstees  shall  choose  a 
Moderator  for  the  time  being,  by  the  name  of  yice-Chaucellor;  And  at  any  of  tlielt 
meetings,  duly  formed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  may  be  elected  a  Trustee  or  Fellow,  or 
Trustees  or  Fellows,  in  the  room  ol  those  nominated  in  this  Charter,  who  may  refuse  to 
accept,  or  In  the  room  of  those  who  may  die,  resign,  oi  be  removed. 

Andlurthermore.it  is  enacted,  ordained,  and  declared.  That  this  Corporation,  at  any 
of  their  meetings,  regularly  convened  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  elect  and  api>oint  the 
President  and  Professors  of  langnagee,  and  the  several  parts  of  literatnre:  And  upon 
the  demise  of  him  orthem,  or  either  of  them,  their  resignation  or  removal  from  his  or 
their  office,  for  misdemeanor,  incapacity  or  unfaithfulness  (for  which  he  or  they  are 
hereby  declared  lemovable  by  this  Corporation)  others  to  elect  and  appoint  In  their 
room  and  stead:  And  at  such  meeting,  upon  the  nomination  of  the  Fellows,  to  elect  and 
appoint  tutors,  stewards,  butlers,  and  all  such  other  ofBcers  nsnally  appointed  In- 
colleges  or  universities,  as  they  shall  find  necessary,  and  think  fit  to  appoint  for  pro- 
moting liberal  education,  and  the  well  ordering  the  affairs  of  this  College ;  and  them 
or  any  of  them,  at  their  discretion,  to  remove,  and  substitate  others  In  their  places. 
And,  in  caae  any  President,  Trostee  or  Fellow  shall  see  cause  to  change  his  religiona 
denomlnatioD,  the  CorpoiaUon  is  hereby  empowered  to  declare  his  or  their  place  or 
plaoes  vacant,  and  may  proceed  to  fill  np  it  or  them  accordingly,  as  before  directed, 
otherwise  each  Tmatee  and  Fellow,  not  an  officer  of  instrnction,  shall  continue  in  his 
office  daring  life  or  until  resignation.  And  further,  in  case  either  of  the  religious 
denominations  should  decline  taking  a  part  in  this  catholic,  comprehensive  and  liberal 
Institution,  tbe  Trustees  and  Fellows  shall  and  may  complete  their  nnmber,  by  electing 
from  their  respective  denominatians,  always  preserving  their  respective  praportions 
herein  before  prescribed  and  determined:  And  all  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  or 
written  BuRrage:  And  that  a  qnorum  of  four  Tmateea  and  three  Fellows  may  transact 
any  business,  excepting  placing  the  College  edifice,  election  of  Trusteea,  President,  FeU 
lows  and  Protessora,  that  is  to  say,  so  that  their  act  shall  be  of  force  and  validity  until 
the  next  annual  meeting,  and  no  longer. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  and  ordained  by  theauthorlty  aforesaid.  That  each  Trostee 
and  Fellow,  as  well  those  nominated  in  this  Charter,  a«  all  that  shall  hereafter  be  duty 
elected,  shall,  previous  to  their  aotinK  in  a  corporate  capacity,  take  the  eng^ement  of 
allaslance  prescribed  hy  the  law  of  this  Colony  to  His  Majesty,  King  George  the  Third, 
hla  heirs  and  rlghlHil  snccesaors  to  tbe  orowoof  Great  Britain,  which  engagement  sball 
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1m  admioiiterad  to  the  preaent  Trastees  and  Fellows,  b;  the  Oovemor  m  Depot;  Got- 
emor  of  this  Colony,  and  to  those  from  time  to  time  herealtei  elected  by  their  respect- 
ive HodendMin,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  same. ' 

And  still  more  clearly  to  deQne  and  ascertain  the  respective  powers  of  the  two 
brftDches,  on  making  and  enacting  laws,  it  Is  farther  ordained  and  declared,  That  the 
Fellowship  shall  hAve  power,  and  are  hereby  empowered  from  time  t«  time,  and  m  all 
times  hereafter,  to  make,  enact,  and  publish,  all  such  laws,  statntet,  regulations,  and 
ordin&nces,  with  penalties,  aa  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  for  the  tncceselul  Instruction 
and  government  of  said  College  or  University,  not  contrary  to  the  spirit,  extant,  tma 
meaning  and  intention  of  the  acta  of  the  British  Parliament,  or  the  laws  of  this  Colony; 
and  the  same  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  to  repeal :  Which  laws,  and  the  repeals 
thereof,  iliall  l>e  laid  before  the  Trustees,  and  with  their  approbation  shall  be  of  force 
and  validity,  bnt  not  otberwias.  And  further,  the  Trustees  and  Fellowa,  at  their 
meetings  aforesaid,  shall  ascertain  the  salaries  of  the  respective  officers,  and  order  the 
moneys  assessed  on  the  students  for  tnition,  lines,  and  Incidental  expenses,  to  be  col- 
lected by  the  Steward,  or  such  other  officer  as  they  shall  appoint  to  collect  the  samei 
and  the  same,  with  theti  revenues,  and  other  College  estates  In  the  hands  of  the 
Treasoret,  to  appropriate  Id  discharging  salaries  and  other  College  debts:  And  the 
College  accounts  shall  be  annually  audited  and  adjusted  In  the  meeting  of  the  Cor- 

And  furthermore,  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared.  That  into  tills  liberal  and 
catholic  Instltntion  shall  never  be  admitted  any  rellgtoue  tests;  Bat  on  the  contrary, 
all  the  members  hereof  shall  forever  enjoy  full,  free,  absolute,  and  nninterrupted 
liberty  of  conscience:  And  that  the  places  of  Professors,  Tutors,  and  all  other  oncers, 
the  President  alone  excepted,  shall  be  free  and  open  tor  all  denominations  of  Proles- 
tants :  And  that  youth  of  all  religious  denominations  shall  and  may  be  froely  admitted 
to  the  equal  advantages,  emoluments,  and  honors  of  the  College  or  University;  and 
shall  receive  a  like  fair,  generous,  and  equal  treatment,  during  their  residence  therein, 
they  conducting  themselves  peaceably,  and  conforming  to  the  laws  and  statutes  therein. 
And  that  the  pnbtia  teaching  shall,  In  general,  respect  the  sciences ;  and  that  the  sec- 
tarian dillerencas  of  opinions  shall  not  make  any  part  of  the  public  and  classical 
InstrucUon:  Although  all  rellgioDs  controversies  may  be  studied  freely,  examined, 
and  explained  by  the  President.  Professors,  and  Tutors,  in  a  personal,  separate,  and 


>  September  4, 1782,  the  CorporatloD  b;  vote  omitted  from  the  ei 
Ot  allegiance  to  the  British  orown. 

The  present  form  ofengsgement  isssfoHowsi  Ton  [person's  name]  being  dected  a  mambar  of 
this  Corperation  to  the  place  of  [Fellow  or  Tmitee]  do  ioleDniT  engage  trn*  allnglanea  to  baai  to 
the  United  Stuee  of  America,  and  tslthf oUy  to  dlscharjte  the  datie*  at  yonr  preeant  sppolDtnaDt: 
And  this  engagement  yon  make  and  give  on  the  pwU  ot  the  penalty  ol  perjury. 
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diaUnct  manner,  to  the  jonth  ot  uty  or  each  denomi  nation :  And  above  all,  a  ootutant 
iBgard  be  paid  to,  and  effectual  oue  taken  of  the  morala  of  the  College. 

AndfarthermoTe,  toTthe  houot^andenconragBment  ot  llteratare,  we  conRtltute  and 
declare  the  Fellowehlp  aforesaid,  a  learned  faculty ;  and  do  hereby  give,  grant  unto, 
and  Invest  them,  and  their  sacceasors,  with  full  power  and  anthority,  and  they  are 
herehy  anthorlzed  and  empowered,  by  tbeir  Preeldent,  and  In  hie  abeence,  by  the 
senior  Fellow,  or  one  ol  the  Fellows  appointed  by  themaelTee  at  the  anniversary  Com- 
menoament,  or  at  any  other  tlmea,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  admit  to,  and  confer 
any  and  all  the  learned  degrees,  which  can  or  ought  to  be  given  and  conferred  In  any 
ot  the  colleges  or  nalversities  in  America;  or  any  snch  other  degrees  of  literary  honor 
as  they  shall  devise,  upon  any  and  all  snch  candidates  and  persons  as  the  President 
and  Fellows,  or  Fellowship,  shall  Judge  worthy  of  the  academical  honors:  Which 
power  ot  conferring  degrees  Is  hereby  restricted  to  the  learned  faculty,  who  shall  or 
may  issue  dlplonuis,  ot  oertiBoates,  ot  snch  degiees,  or  confer  degrees  by  diplomas,  and 
authenticate  them  with  the  pnhllo  seal  ot  the  Corporation,  and  the  hands  ot  the  PcesU 
dent  and  Secretary,  and  of  all  the  Professors,  as  witnesses,  and  deliver  tbem  to  the 
graduates  as  honorable  and  perpetual  testimonies. 

And  furthermore,  lor  the  greater  encouragement  ot  the  Seminary  of  learning,  and 
that  the  same  may  be  amply  endowed  and  enfranchised  with  the  same  privileges, 
dignities,  and  Immnnltles  enjoyed  by  the  American  colleges,  and  European  univer- 
•itiea.  We  do  grant,  enact,  ordain,  and  declare,  and  it  is  hereby  granted,  enacted, 
ordained,  and  declared.  That  the  College  estate,  the  estates,  persons,  and  families  ot 
the  President  and  Professors,  for  the  time  being,  lying,  and  being  within  the  Colony, 
with  the  persons  of  the  Tutors  and  students,  daring  their  residence  at  the  College, 
■hail  be  treed  and  exempted  from  all  taxes,  serving  on  Juries,  and  menial  services; 
And  that  the  persons  aforesaid  shall  be  exempted  from  bearing  arms,  impresses,  and 
military  services,  except  in  case  of  an  Invasion. 

And  furthermore,  tor  establishing  the  perpetnity  ot  this  Corporation,  and  in  case 
that  at  any  time  hereafter,  through  oversight,  or  otherwise  through  misappreheastons 
and  mistaken  constiuctlous  ot  the  powers,  ilberties,  and  franohlses,  herein  contained, 
any  laws  shonld  be  enacted,  or  any  matters  dime  and  transacted  by  (his  Corporation 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  Charter,  It  Is  hereby  enacted,  ordained,  and  declared. 
That  all  such  laws,  acts,  and  doings,  shall  be  in  themselves  null  and  void;  Tet,  never- 
theless, the  same  shall  not,  in  any  courts  of  law,  or  by  the  General  Assembly,  be 
deemed,  taken,  interpreted,  or  adjudged,  into  an  avoidance,  defeasance,  or  torteltate 
of  this  Charter;  but  that  the  same  shall  be,  and  remain  nnhuit.  Inviolate,  and  entire, 
unto  the  said  Corporation,  In  perpetual  succession;  which  Corporation  may,  at  all 
times,  and  forever  hereafter,  proceed,  and  continue  to  act:  And  all  their  acts,  oon- 
formable  to  the  power*,  tenor,  true  Intent  and  meaning  ot  the  Charter,  shall  be,  and 
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leinalii  In  fall  Iorc«  uid  T»liditr ;  tbo  Dullltr  and  avoidance  of  any  such  illegal  acts  to 
the  contrary  In  any  wise  nittwitbatending. 

And  lastly.  We,  the  OoTeinor  and  Company  afoteiaid,  do,  fox  onnelTes  and  our 
Hnccesaore,  lorever  hereby  enact,  grant,  end  conBrm  onto  the  said  Tmsteea  and  Fal- 
lows, and  to  their  snccessoTS,  That  this  Charter  of  lacorporatlon,  and  aTery  part 
thereof,  shall  be  good  and  available  in  all  things  In  th«  law,  according  to  onr  tnie 
Intent  and  meaning:  And  shall  be  constraed,  reputed,  and  adjadged,  In  all  cases  most 
favorably  on  the  bebaU  and  for  the  beat  beneBt  and  behoof  of  the  said  Trastees  and 
Fellows,  and  their  successors,  so  as  most  effectnally  to  answer  the  valnable  ends  of 
this  QBefnl  lastitntioo. 

In  full  testimony  of  which  grant,  and  of  all  the  articles  and  matters  therein  con- 
tained, the  said  Governor  and  Company  do  hereby  order.  That  this  act  shall  be  signed 
by  the  O-overnor  and  Secretary,  and  sealed  with  the  public  seal  of  this  Colony,  and 
registered  in  the  Colony's  records:  And  that  the  same,  or  an  exemplUI  cation  thereof, 
shall  be  a  saffldent  warrant  to  the  said  Corporation  to  hold,  nse,  and  cxerdBe  all  the 
powers,  franchises  and  Immunities  herein  contained. 

To  this  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  the  Charter  we  add  as  follows  :  — 

Signed  and  sealed  at  Newport,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  October,  In  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-flve,  and  'in  the  Btth  year  of 
[i,.  t.]    His  Majesty's  reign,  Oeorge  the  Third,  by  tbe  grace  of  Ood,  of  Great  Britain, 
etc.    King. 

Samuel  Wabs,  Gooemor. 
Sdwasd  THDBSTOir,  Js.,  Sttrelan/. 

The  provkioQ  in  the  Charter,  exempting  "from  all  taxee,  the 
estates,  persous,  and  families  of  the  President  and  Professors,  for  the 
time  being,  lying  and  being  within  the  Colony,"  has  given  rise  from 
time  to  time  to  unhappy  discussions,  and  alienated,  doubtless,  tJie  sym- 
pathies of  many  from  the  College,  or  University.  It  was  so  in  the 
beginning.  Backus,  referring  to  the  incorporation  of  the  "  Benevolent 
Congregational  Society,"  in  1770,  and  of  the  desire  to  introduce  tax 
and  compulsion  for  the  support  of  public  worship,  thus  states  the  facta 
in  reference  to'  the  Charter:  — 

Bnt  as  the  College  in  that  town  waa  formed  npon  anotber  plan,  tbe  ministers 
refused  to  encourage  it.    And  though  its  Charter,  granted  by  their  Iiegislatnre,  explio- 
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Itly  Ax^mpts  the  persons  and  estates  o(  tlie  President  and  Professors  ot  tbe  College 
"  from  all  taxes,"  yet  tbe  vote  of  a  town  meeting  In  ProTidence  was  ptocuted,  in 
Angust,  1TT2,  to  limit  the  meaning  of  those  words  to  Colonj-  taxes  only.  And  because 
the  Baptist  assessors  in  17T3,  left  said  ofBcera  out  ot  their  town  tax,  a  town  meeting  was 
called  Feb.  T,  1TT4,  which  censured  those  assessors  therefor,  and  published  their 
reoolTBB  in  the  OomUi  against  extending  that  law  to  town  taxes.  It  Is  hoped  that 
many  who  were  active  in  that  affair  are  now  convinced  ot  their  error,  and  are  seuBlble 
that  they  did  not  then  show  the  regard  they  ought  to  have  dona  both  to  liberty  and  to 
laarniug. 

The  "Baptist  Assessors"  to  whom  Backus  refeis,  were  Joseph 
Brown,  Christopher  Sheldon,  and  Nathaniel  Wheaton,  who  omitted  to 
assess  President  Manning  and  Professor  Howell,  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  legally  and  properly  exempted  by  the  Charter.  Thereupon  a 
protracted  discussion  ensued,  which  was  carried  on  in  the  columns  of 
the  Providence  Gaxette,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  Tbe  articles 
may  be  found  in  the  weekly  issues  for  February  .5th,  February  12th, 
April  16th,  April  SOth,  and  May  28th,  1774.  Among  the  College 
archives  we  find  the  following,  which  illustrates  the  feeling  that  many 
entertained  on  tbe  subject :  — 

In  order  to  give  satisfaction  to  tbe  town  of  Providence,  we  whose  names  are  under- 
written do  declare  and  make  known,  that  tt  is  our  real  sentiment  that  the  College 
estate  within  this  town  (the  edifice  Itself,  tbe  President's  bonse  and  garden,  and  the 
land  appropriated  to  the  use  of  a  yard  to  tbe  College  excepted),  together  with  the  per- 
sons and  estates  of  tbe  President  and  Professors,  are  in  law  and  Joatice  bound  to  pay 
their  equal  proportion  of  the  town  rates.  Therefore  we  do  publicly  and  solemnly 
promise  unto  the  freemen  of  the  town  now  In  town  meeting  assembled,  that  we  will, 
both  In  our  public  and  private  capacities,  exert  ourselves  to  tbe  ntmoat  of  onr  abilities, 
to  cause  forthe  futare  ail  taxes  that  shall  be  levied  on  the  persons  and  estates  aforesaid 
by  this  town,  to  be  punctually  paid.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  onr 
hands  in  Providence,  this  IMh  day  of  April,  1TT4. 

The  original  document,  of  which  tbe  foregoing  is  a  copy,  is  signed 
by  Thomas  Greene,  a  Quaker,  or  Friend,  who  was  elected  a  Trustee  in 
September,  1769.  No  allusioa  to  the  subject  appears  in  Uie  records  of 
tbe  CorporaUon.    Backus  refers  to  a  town  meeting  on  the  7th  of  Feb- 
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ruaiy,  when  the  assessois  were  censured,  and  Mr.  Greene  her«  refers  to 
another  meeting  on  the  19th  of  April  following.  Much  bitterness  and 
no  little  persoaiil  feeling  were  without  doubt  developed.  Fortunately 
wise  counsels  eventually  prevailed,  and  the  action  of  the  "Baptist 
Assessors"  was  sustained,  and  followed  in  succeeding  years.  The  war 
with  the  mother  country,  which  soon  broke  out,  and  the  great  personal 
influence  which  Manning  exerted  over  all  classes  of  men,  contributed 
not  a  little,  perhaps,  to  this  result.  The  estates,  persons,  and  families 
of  the  Presidents  and  Professors  have  thus  been  exempt  from  taxation 
from  the  beginning  down  to  the  present  day.  All  other  coU^je  officeis, 
however,  including  Tutors,  Instructors,  Assistant  Professors,  Kegis- 
trars.  Stewards,  and  Librarians,  have  paid  taxes  in  accordance  with  the 
LETTER  of  the  law. 

Of  late  years  this  controversy  in  regard  to  the  taxation  of  the 
President  and  Professors  has  been  revived.  Finally,  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  recent  CmL  Wah,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  General 
Assembly  to  repeal  this,  to  many  minds  objectionable  provision  of  the 
Charter.  President  Sears,  it  was  well  known,  favored  some  movement 
of  the  kind,  having  a  regard  for  the  future  good  of  the  Institution 
over  which  be  presided,  rather  than  his  own  immediate  advantage.  He 
argued,  and  with  reason,  that  wealthy  Frofeasors,  who  were  abundantly 
able  to  pay  their  taxes,  wet«  mainly  benefited  by  the  exemption,  and 
not  those  who  had  but  little,  if  any,  property  to  be  taxed.  A  public 
institution,  he  moreover  contended,  under  a  Republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment like  our  own,  could  not  really  thrive  without  the  good  will  of 
the  public  upon  whose  benefactions  and  sympathies  it  was  dependent. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that  the  General  Assembly  bad 
never  made  any  appropriation  for  the  College,  which  had  conferred 
great  and  lasting  benefits  both  upon  the  Cit^-  and  State,  and  that  any 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  assembled  leg^Iators  to  interfere  with  the 
chartered  rights  and  privileges  which  the  Professors  had  enjoyed  for  a 
century,  would  be  ungrateful  and  unjust.  By  wise  concessions  and 
judicious  action  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  the  excitement  and  ill  . 
feeling  incident  to  the  discussion  of  this  question  were  allayed,  and  the 
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most  frieDdly  relations  between  the  College  and  the  public  at  large 
were  established.  The  President  asd  Professors  generously  waived 
their  rights  under  the  Charter,  and  empowered  the  Trustees  and  Fel- 
lows to  adopt  any  measures  that  might  forward  the  interests  of  the 
University.  A  Committee  of  the  Corporation,  in  conference  with  a 
Committee  of  the  Legislature,  secured  the  passage  of  an  act,  by  which 
property  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  in  amount  was  exempted 
from  taxation.  The  validity  of  this  act  was  made  to  depend  on  the 
assent  of  the  Corpoiation,  so  that  the  inviolability  of  the  Charter  was 
thus  recognized  and  preserved.  In  this  form  it  secured  a  unanimous 
vote  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  also  in  a  very  large  meeting  of  the 
Corporation  convened  expressly  for  this  purpose.  It  is  now,  there- 
fore, a  law.  So  important  a  movement  is  worthy  of  special  mention, 
and  we  proceed,  therefore,  to  give  at  length  the  details. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  City  Council  of  Xewport,  passed  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1862,  their  Stat«  Senator  was  instructed  to  procure  the  alter- 
ation or  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  Charter  of  Brown  University  as 
exempts  the  property  of  the  President  and  Professors  from  taxation  ; — 
the  Council  stating  that  in  their  opinion,  there  was  no  justifiable  reason 
for  BHch  an  exemption,  especially  at  a  time  when  all  kinds  of  property 
were  necessarily  and  heavily  taxed  for  the  support  of  Government  and 
the  preservation  of  the  Union.  The  reason  for  this  action,  it  may  be 
added,  was  the  refusal  of  one  of  the  Professors,  whose  wife  owned  a 
large  property  in  Newport,  and  spent  her  summers  there,  to  pay  the 
taxes  assessed,  on  the  ground  of  his  position  as  a  College  officer.  The 
resolution  was  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  day  following,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  for  consideration.  This  Commit- 
tee, at  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  on  the  26th  of  August,  1862,  a  lengthy  report,  drawn  up  by  the 
late  Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  of  South  Kingstown,  together  with  an  act 
or  bill  for  repealing  the  objectionable  clause  in  the  Charter,  which  act 
reads  as  follows :  — 
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Ak  Act  to  AJouto  thi  Chaxtui  of  Bkowk  nNirxBsiTT  bt  b 


Whbkxab,  Id  timu  o(  public  duigei  kll  perMos  ongbt  to  bear  tbelr  ilMTe  of  tl>« 
public  bardena  in  ptoporUou  to  tbelr  ability,  and  this  General  AaMmbly  bave  fall  con- 
fidence in  the  patriotism  ot  the  said  Preiideiit  and  Professois,  and  in  tbelt  wtlUngoMS 
to  bear  their  proper  share  of  the  taxatioa  necessary  for  tbe  preservation  of  oat  Ualon 
and  Conatitntion,  therefore, 
J)  U  enacted  bg  lAe  Oarieral  Attembly  atfoUomt:  — 

Somncbof  tbe  Aotlentltled,  "  An  Actfoithe  eatabliahment  of  a  Collc^  or  Univei- 
slty  within  this  Colony,"  passed  at  the  Pebraary  session,  A.  D.,  ITM,  as  exempts  tlte 
estates,  persons,  andfamlUes  ofsiUdlnatitntion.nowkiiownaB  Brown  Dnivetsity,  tram 
taxation,  Is  hereby  repealed. 

The  Act  was  passed  in  the  Seo&te,  &nd  the  Report,  eDtitled,  "  Right 
of  a  Legislature  to  grant  a  perpetual  exemption  from  taxatioa,"  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  In  the  House,  however,  after  a  spirited  debate, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions from  the  chairman,  the  late  Hon.  Richard  Ward  Greene,  LL.Djs 
of  Warwick,  to  present  tbe  whole  subject  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
UniTeraity,  of  which  he  himself  was  a  member,  at  the  approaching 
annual  meeting.  This  he  accordingly  did,  and  on  the  4th  of  September, 
the  Corporation  referred  the  subject  to  a  Select  Committee  of  five,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  21st  of  Juia- 
ary,  1868.  This  Committee  consisted  of  Doct.  Samuel  Boyd  Tobey, 
Chancellor ;  Hon.  John  Kingsbury,  LL.D.,  Secretary ;  Hoa.  Williaoi 
Samuel  Fatten  ;  Hon.IsaacDaTis,LL.D.;  and  Hon.  Benjamin  Babcock 
Thurston.  They  prepared  an  elaborate  and  comprehenaiTe  report, 
which  was  presented  at  the  special  meeting.  Tbe  Corporation,  however, 
after  a  lengthy  session,  adjourned  without  action,  leaving  tike  matter 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee.  Meanwhile  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  9th  of  February,  1868,  passed  the  following  Act, 
emanating,  it  is  understood,  from  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Coipoia- 
tion,  the  Senate,  two  daya  afterwards,  unanimously  concurring  in  the 
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Ax  Act  to  Ijtma  tbm  EzaMmoK  imoM  Taxatiov  of  thb  Estatbi,  PntaoNS,  Am 

Txtatat  <y»  ikx  TaaaiDMtn  Axa  PKorsMORa  of  Brown  UxiTKRaixr. 
M  U  enaettd  J>j/  tlit  OtneriU  Attenibly  aa/oUowt:  — 

SiCTtOK  1.  The  Cotporfktioi)  of  Brown  UniveTslty  in  FioTldeDce  consenting  heieto, 
TliM  the  «BtkteB,  penoiu,  nai  lunille*  of  the  Frealdeat  and  Profesaon  for  the  time 
being  of  said  Dniveratty,  and  of  thelt  ancceiaora  Id  oSce,  shall  not  hereafter  be  freed 
or  exempted  from  t&zu  toi  more  than  th«  amoaut  of  t«n  thousand  dollars  for  each  o( 
■nch  offlcers,  hla  estate,  peison,  and  tamtly  inclnded. 

8bc.  2.  The  Tote  of  said  Corporation,  nnder  the  seal  and  oertiflad  bf  the  Bedetary 
thereof,  declaring  that  the  Corporation  being  anthorlied  by  the  President  and  Pro- 
tesaors  of  said  DniTersitf,  does,  In  behalf  of  the  Preeldent  and  Protesson  and  In 
behalf  of  said  Corporation,  consent  to  thla  Act,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  proof 
of  their  consent  thereunto,  when  said  vote  shall  have  been  filed  In  the  otSce  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

The  Corporation  of  the  Univetsity,  at  a  second  special  meeting, 
held  Wednesday,  February  11th,  which  was  Ui^ly  attended,  adopted 
the  following  by  a  unanimous  vote :  — 

Whkeku,  The  General  Aassmbly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  at  its  present  *es- 
.  alon  on  the  11th  day  ol  Febniary,  1863,  haa  passed  an  Aot,  the  principal  aeotion  of  which 
is  in  the  following  words,  vis. ;  — 

"Sbctioh  1.  The  Corporation  of  Brown  UniversltylnPTOTidenoOiConaenting  hereto, 
That  tbe  estates,  persons,  and  families  of  the  President  and  Pioteasora  for  the  time 
being,  and  of  their  sncoessors  in  office,  shall  not  hereafter  tw  freed  and  exempted  from 
taxes,  for  more  than  the  amonnt  of  ten  thonsand  dollars  tor  each  of  such  officers,  hlc 
•state,  person,  and  family  included." 

And  Webskas,  The  Inatltntion  of  Brown  University  was  established  by  its  founders, 
was  incorporated  with  liberal  franchisee  by  tlie  Btate,  liaa  been  maintained  solely  by 
private  benelaotlonB,  all  nnlUng  for  the  same  noble  object,  that  is,  to  create  and  pro- 
mote a  Seminary  of  religion  and  learning  within  this  State,  whose  twnefloent  Influenoea 
should  be  diffused,  at  home  and  abroad,  through  all  time. 

Ain>  Whkkeab,  These  influences  can  and  will  be  most  happily  difhiaed  and  contin- 
ned  by  a  cordial  good  will  and  a  harmonious  co-operation  between  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  citizens  of  this  Btate  and  the  Unlversi^. 

Akd  Whebxai,  The  General  Assembly  by  its  act  aforesaid,  has  expressed  the  opinion 
that  tbe  President  and  Professors  should  bear  a  portion  of  the  burdens  of  taxation  from 
which  tbey  are  exempted  by  oar  Charter,  and  has  made  the  validity  of  its  said  Act  to 
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depend  upon  the  consent  ot  this  Corporation  thereto,  theialy  afflTmlng  and  maintaim- 
lug  the  iDTiolablUtf  of  Btdd  Chaitet, 

Therefore,  In  oidet  to  manifest  our  cordlftl  comptiance  with  a  reaeonable  irieh  of  the 
General  Aieemblr,  aa  expreesed  Id  said  Act, 

It  la  hereby  Toted  and  declared  by  tbe  Corporation  of  Brown  Unlveralty,  that  being 
anthoriied  by  the  President  and  Profeasors  of  aaid  UnlTersity.  this  Corporation  does. 
In  behalf  of  the  President  and  ProfeMore,  and  in  behaU  of  said  Corporation,  oonaant  to 
the  talA  Act,  passed  by  the  General  Asaembly  of  tbe  State  of  Bhode  Island  at  its  prea- 
ent  session,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  Becretary  ot  this  Corporation  is  hereby  instmcted  to 
file  a  copy  ot  this  vote,  nnder  the  seal  of  the  Corporation,  and  certiSed  by  himself,  in 
the  ottoe  Dt  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  proof  of  the  consent  of  this  Corporation  thereto. 

Thus  a  vexed  and  difBcult  question  was,  for  the  time  being,  happily 
settled,  and  the  Charter  itaelf  was  preserved  intact.  The  removal,  in 
consequence,  of  long  existing  prejudices,  arising  in  part  no  doubt  from 
the  misoae  of  what  was  intended  aa  an  Qleemosynaty  provision  for  the 
encouragement  of  learning,  rather  than  a  basis  for  the  exemption  from 
taxation  of  lai^  estates,  was  an  auspicious  omen  for  the  future.'     That 


1  The  qoastioD  of  taxation  hu  reoentlf  come  np  In  a  nev  form.  Tha  AuMaora  of  taxee  af  tka  . 
City  ot  Prorldence,  ■ssnmiiiB  that  the  CorporMlon  of  Brown  Unlreisity  on^t  not  to  be  exeopt 
from  taxation  on  Its  bnslaeM  InTeatmeDts,  levied  In  use  a  tax  on  the  Ljmui  estate  ai 
HcMell  bnlldlDg  on  'WestrolDsMr  Street,  which,  at  tbe  regular  citr  rate  for  that  year,  ai 
to  two  tbooaand  fonr  hundred  and  ninatr-ona  doUara.  A.  petition  for  tha  ramisalon  of  Chla  tax 
was  considered  b;  Che  Clt  j  Connctl  Committee  on  Claims,  and  the  petiCloDeit.  representing  tin 
Corporation  of  the  Unlreralt;.  were  given  leave  to  withdraw.  The  Lyman  estate  was  again  taxed 
in  I8M.  The  Corporation  having  paid  the  said  tax  under  protest,  tberenpon  bnnigbt  aotMa 
against  tbe  city,  and  tha  case  was  heard  bsfore  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Saprema  Coort  on 
HoDday,  Nov.  la,  1896.  Hr,  Arnold  Qreen  appeared  for  the  Corparation.  and  Che  City  Solicitor,  Ilr. 
Francis  Colwell,  appeared  In  Iwball  of  tbe  cicy.  Mr.  Oreen  stated  that  tbe  property  was  por- 
ehsaed  some  six  years  ago  aa  an  investment,  and  that  It  had  never  since  been  taxed  nntil  tn  IMfc 
Be  claimed  that  If  the  city  bad  a  right  to  tax  tbe  building  in  question,  it  had  a  right  to  tax  all  the 
UnlveralCy  property ;'~  which  right,  it  enforced,  would  Imperil  the  usetulness.  It  not  the  vvy 
existence  of  the  InstiCntlon,  wbicb  was  unable  with  its  present  funds  to  meet  corrent  eTpeiMUS 
without  help.  Tbe  endowment  fund,  be  claimed,  was  simply  a  tnnd  tor  running  tbe  Unlventty, 
and  could  be  expended  in  inveatmeat  aa  well  as  Id  erecting  turthec  College  bnildlnga.  City 
Solicitor  Colwell  was  not  ready  to  submit  bis  brief,  but  stated  chat  within  twenty  days  he  would 
attempt  to  prove  tbat  the  building  in  question  was  not  a  part  of  the  "  Collc^  Batate."  Leave 
was  given  him  to  prepare  and  aubmit  his  brief  at  hia  oonvenience.  This  he  did  early  in  January, 
In  tbe  form  of  a  printed  quarto  pamphlet  of  nineteen  pages.  The  defendant  contends  that  It  is 
illegal  to  exempt  the  I.yman  estMe  property  from  taxation  In  view  of  Article  1,  Section  2,  of  the 
Oonstitntlon  ot  Bhode  Island,  adopted  November  S,  1B4!,  which  provides  that  "  the  bordens  Of  the 
State  ought  to  be  fairly  dlstribated  among  its  ciciiena."    He  further  coateuda  that  the  exen^tton 
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the  UDtvemty  may  keep  on  the  even  tenor  of  her  way,  dlfiusing 
throughout  the  State  aud  laud  religion  and  sound  learning,  and  that 
the  citizens  wil^out  distinction  of  party  or  sect,  may  continue  to  honor 
and  cherish  her  as  "their  own,"  is  a  consummation  most  earnestly  to 
be  desired  by  all  her  graduates  and  friends. 

The  following  list  of  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation 
at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  College  to  Providence,  classified 
according  to  the  religious  denominations  which  they  represented,  as 
specified  in  the  Charter,  and  also  the  osmes  and  residences  of  the 
present  members,  may  fitly  close  this  Chapter :  — 


Teustees,  1770. 


Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Weiteriy. 

Jndge  Daniel  Jenckes,  Esq.,  ProvldeiiCB. 

Nicholas  Brown,  Esq.,  Providence. 

ReT.  Qardnei  TharBtoD,  Newport. 

Btt.  John  IfazaoD,  Newport. 

Bev.  John  Gano,  New  York. 

Bev.  Samnel  Winsor,  JohuBtOD. 

Hon.  JobIbb  Lyndon,  Newport. 

Simon  PeaBe,  EBq.,  Newport. 

BeT.  JoBhaa  Clarke,  Hopklnton. 

Col.  Joh  Bennet,  Newport. 

Peleg  Barker,  Baq.,  Newport, 

Bev.  BoBsell  Haoon,  Swansea. 

Bev.  Isaac  Backiu,  Hiddlaborough. 

Col.  SylvoBteT  Child,  Warren. 

John  Tanner,  Esq.,  Newport. 

Joeeph  Brown,  Esq.,  Providence. 

Nathan  Spear,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Capt.  John  Warren ,  Newport. 

'William  Brown,  Esq.,  Swanaea. 


•Nora.  llT.Cooke,aBhai>lr«adTbeeiiststed 
In  a  preTloai  Chapter,  was  elected  u  a  B^itUI 
troBtee,  although  a  member  of  Mr.  Bnow'B 
ohnrch.  Upon  his  death  In  1TB3,  the  Hon.  Wel- 
come Arnold,  *  promlnant  member  of  the  Chari- 
table Baptist  Society,  was  elected  In  hli  place. 


Hon.  Stephen  Hopklos,  Providence. 
John  G.  Wanton,  Esq.,  Newport. 
Nicholas  Easton,  Esq.,  lUddletown. 
Edward  Thnrston,  Jr.,  Newport. 
Thomaa  Greene,  Esq.,  Providence. 


Gov.  Joseph  Wanton,  Newport. 
Hon.  James  Honeyman.  Newport 
George  Hazard,  Esq.,  Newport. 
Joseph  Eussell,  lEIsq.,  Providence. 
(One  vacancy.) 


in  the  Colitis  Charter  sbonld  be  oonitniad  strictly,  and  shoold  not  be  held  to  Include  anything 
beyond  the  eitate  on  wblcb  the  University  is  located.  He  sabmlte  that  the  exemptions  contained 
In  the  Chsiter,  while  harmleas  If  held  to  be  repoalable,  constitute,  If  anrepealable,  an  abrogation 
of  the  powers  of  govemmeut  which  shonld  ba  held  to  be  void,  or  certainly  voidable  by  nibsequsnt 
act  of  the  General  Aasembiy,  or  of  the  >overeipi  people.  The  Bnal  decision  of  the  Court  at  the 
present  writing  has  not  been  announced. 
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coRoauunonAum. 

Ephnim  Bowen,  M ,  D.,  ProTidence. 
Hod.  Dmrini  Seuiona,  ProvideDca. 
Hon.  Jamea    Helme,  E*q.,  South  Klagi- 

(One  Tscancj.) 

Hon.  Stephen  Hoi^iu,  Chancellor. 
TbotuM  BjTu,  H.  D.,  Secretary. 
Col-  Job  Bennet,  Treuorer. 

Teustkes,  1897. 

Haraball  Wood*,  A.  H.,  Providence. 

Hon.  Wtlliam  SpragDe,  A.  H.,  NuragMi- 
■ett  Pier. 

B«T.  James  B.  Simmona,  D.  D.,  New  York 
City. 

Rev.  Edward  JadsoD,  D.  D.,  New  Totk 
City. 

Hon.  Joeeph  H.  Walker,  LL.  D.,  'Worces- 
ter, Haai. 

John  Carter  BrowB  Woods,  A.  H.,  LL.  B., 
Providence. 

Hod.  Andrew  J.  Jennings,  LL.  B.,  Fall 
River,  Mass. 

Rev.  Reman  L.  WajlaDd,  D.  D.,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Hon.  Jadge  FrancU  A.  GaskiU,  A.  B., 
Worcester. 

Joseph  P.  Earle,  B.  P.,  New  York  City. 

Hon.  James  L.  Howard,  A.  H.,  Hartford, 
Ct. 


Ct. 
Colgate  Hoyt,  Bw].,  New  Totk  City. 
William  V.  Kellen,  Ph.  D.,  Boston. 
Andrew  Comstock,  Bsq.,  Providence. 
Bev.  William  H.  P.  Faunce,  D.  D.,  New 

York  City. 


Edgar  O.  SltTer,  A.  H.,  Bostw. 
Oardnet  Colby,  A.  If.,  Orange,  N.  J. 
(One  VI 


Hon.  Albert   e:.  Smiley,  A.M.,  Hohonk 

Lake,  N.  Y. 
Arnold  B.  Chace,  D.  8c,  Valley  Falls. 
Richard    M.    Atwater,    A.  If.,    Byrscnae, 

N.Y. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Chace,  A.M.,  Valley  FUla. 
Oeo^e  L.  Collina,  H.  D.,  Providence. 


Col.  William  Ooddard,  A.  H.,  ProvideDce. 
Robert  I.  Oammell,  A.  M.,  Providence. 
Hod.  Oscar  Lapham,  A.  H.,  Providence. 
Comelina    S.    Sweotland,   A.  M.,    Provf- 

(One  vacancy.) 


Hon.  Elijah  B.  Stoddard,  A.  M.,  Worces- 
ter, Mau. 
Charles  B,  Ooff,  Ph.  D.,  Providence. 
Rowland  G,  Hatard,  A.  M .,  Peaoedale. 
Bngene  W.  Haaon,  A.  B.,  Providence. 

Col.  WilUam  Goddard,  A.  H.,  ChaDoellor. 
Ber.  Thomas  D.  Anderson,  D.  D.,  Secr^ 

tary. 
Arnold  B.  Chace,  D.  8c.,  Treasurer. 


Fellows,  1770. 


Rev.  James  Manning,  A.  M.,  President 
Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  A.  H.,  Philadel- 
phia. 
Rev.  Bdwafd  Upham,  A.  H.,  Newport. 
Bev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  A.  U.,  Haverfaill. 
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B«T.  BAmnel  Stillnuui,  A.  U.,  Boaton. 
Bar.  John  Dsvis,  A.  M.,  Boston. 
JoattUB  Babcock,  H.  D.,  Wcatarty. 
Thoma*  B7TM,  M.  D.,  Nevport. 


snacovu-iur. 
BsT.  MannftdnkB  Biowd«,  Newport. 

COHOaMOATIOXAUWr. 

Hon.  Jabez  Bowsn,  A.  H.,  ProTtdanoe. 

HoTB.— HanT7  Wtii,  S*q.,  btother  ot  %h» 
HaaortiAa  8>mnel  W»rd,  WM  kUo  ft  ralliiir  In 
1770.  Till*  na  erldenttr  a  mlatake  on  tlia  part 
ot  the  CoTporMlon.  In  vm,  M  appeals  from 
Uu)  racoTcU,  be  nsigned,  balng  a  Baptlat,  and 
waa  ivpolnMiI  a  Truawe  In  place  oC  Robert 
StratUa  Jonea,  of  PhUadMphla. 


Fellows,  1897. 


.  Andtewa,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 


Rev.  Alrab  Hovey,  D.  D.,  LL.  D„  New- 
ton Centre,  Haas. 

Hon.  FtmicIi  WaylAnd,  LL.  D.,  New 
Haven,  Ct. 

Hon.   Tfaomaa    Dnrlee,    LL.  D.,     Ptorl- 

Bev.  Sunael  W.  Dnnc*n,  D.  D.,  Biook- 

Une,  MMa. 
BeT.  Thonuu  D.  Anderson,  D.  D.,  PmtU 

Wllliun  W.  Keen,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  FbUit- 

delphlft. 
Ber.  George  B.  Horr,  D.  D.,  Boston. 


mnacotAiAAjt. 
I.     Ooddud,    A.  M.,    PtotI- 


C0KaKsa&Tioiui>mfl. 


IfOTX.—TIie  Rer.  Dr.  Bdmrda  J 
oldest  membar  of  tlie  Boaid  of  Fellom,  te 
bis  realEnatlon  In  Jane,  UBt.  Ha  bad  bam  a 
Fellow  (CongreBatlonsllat)  tblrty^hree  jeara, 
or  Binoa  IMS.  His  reelgtiatlon  waa  aooepted, 
ao  read  the  reoorda. "  with  deep  ragrat." 
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II  of  part  ol 


Abbott,  Daniel,  formei  o 
CoUegelot,  138, 139. 

Adamb,  John,  attend!  ConfeTence  with 
the  Baptlita  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  ST8, 
279. 

Adams,  Bamnel,  attends  Conference  also, 
2T8. 

Adams,  Bamnel,  paatoi  of  First  Baptist 
Chtirch,  Newport,  author  of  remarkable 
pamphlet,  196. 

AnucAKB  and  East  Indians,  46T. 

AoRAJUAX  Law,  to  prevent  moDopoliesof 
land,  etc.,  408. 

AitiCKM,  Robert,  printer  in  Pbiladelpfaia, 
383. 

Amux'a  American  Beglstei,  cited,  2D1, 
280. 

Aldbm,  Abner,  gradnate  in  class  of  1T8T, 
master  of  the  famoQs  school  at  Kayn- 
bam,  and  anthor  of  Reader  and  Spell- 
ing Book.  44«. 

AutBK,  John,  of  Plymontb,  ancestor  of 
Rev.  Noah  Alden,  7i;  John  Alden  and 
Prisctlia  Mallins,  446. 

Au>cii,  Noah,  of  Bellingham,  one  of  the 
toDi  illnstiiooB  names  that  nnited  in 
forming  the  Wonen  Association,  dele- 
gate to  tbe  Mass.  State  Convention  of 
1780,  chairman  of  Committee  of  Seven 
tfaat  framed  tbe  famons  "  Bill  of 
Bight*,"  74,  TS;  delivered  cbarge  at 
ordination  of  Charles  Thompson,  100; 
member  of  Committee  on  Grievances, 
186j  present  at  meeting  of  Wanen  As- 
sociation in  Providenoe,  339;  trastee  of 
Baptist  Education  Fand,  3S7;  voted 
agaiust  adoption  of  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, 400, 401. 
70 


Alkxandeb,  Cosmo,  Scotch  artist,  painted 

Manning's  portrait,  S06. 
AuBOHa's  DlcUonar;  of  Anthots,  cited, 

48S. 
AuaoN,  Hugh,  classmate  of  Haanlng,  32. 
Allbohaki  Collbob,  conferred  degree 

of  LL.  D.  on  Andrew  Law,  288. 
Au.BH|  Isaac,  classmate  of  Manning,  and 

valedictorian,  32. 
A1.1.BX,  Richard,    essay   on   singing   in 

public  worship,  cited,  215. 
Ai-usoH,  Bntgisa,  of  Bordentown,  323; 

entered  a  young    gentleman    in  the 

Jnntor  class  at  Rhode  Island  College, 

40T, 
Aiiunox,  Washington,  pnplt  of  Robert 

Rogers ,  63. 
ALrHABincAi.  arrangement  of  gradoates 

at  Khode   Island   College,  contrasted 

with  the  arrangement  at  Harvard  and 

Yale,  89,  90. 
Amkbicak  Ahtiquasiah  Bocibtt,  refer- 
ence to  meeting  of,  Tl. 
Ambbicak  Bapttst  Pcblicattox  Socibtv, 

and  Dr.  King's  history  of  First  Baptist 

Chnrch,  198. 
Ambbicam  Libbbtt,  William  WilUams'B 

address  atthe  First  Commencement,  88. 
Ambbicak   manofactares,  candidates  at 

First  Commencement  dressed  in,  80. 
Akbhicaic  Rbvoi-dtion,  to  serious  people 

appears  to  be  of  Qod,  367.    See  Rbvo- 

Ambs's  hotel  in  Dedbam,  188. 

Amsbbst  College,  Professor  Tyler's  ac- 
count of  charter,  cited,  611. 

AjfWMLh,  N.  J.,  blrthplac«  of  Charles 
Thompson,  99. 
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AvAX&rtnn,  nama  given  to  BkptUU  In 

derUlon,  B. 
Ajtpbuok,  ThomM  D.,  B«pti8t  Follow, 

and  SecretftTy  of  Corporation,  S50. 
Akdkewb,  E.  B«D]Bmln,  Baptist  Fellow, 

and  Preaident  ol  the  0ntTeTSit7,  SSO. 
ANDRBW8,  Jolin.  on  committee  to  ropce- 

seDl  FroTVdsDce  before  the  Cotporatlon, 

lis. 


Akobll,   James    Butrill,    named    after 

Jamea  BnrrtU,  4BS. 
AvouiL,  John,  ownet  of  the  oicbard  pnr- 

chased  for  the  new  meeting-honie,  319. 
Ajiam,  Joieph,  late  President  of  Bagant'a 

Park  College,  48T. 
AvTT-FKDBKALiaTa,  Preaident  Haxcj'a  4th 

of  Jaljr  oration  aarcaatlo  against,  MT; 

incident  illaitratlve  of  hoHtiltt7  towards 

Federallsti,  4d2;  opposed  to  President 

Manning  aa  leader  of  Federalist  party, 

002. 
AvnrKDOBxmaTS,  tn,  S3T,  53S.    See  Bap- 

Applvtoh,  Joseph,  gradnate  in  class  of 
1TT2,  became  a  clergyman,  190. 

AQItiDidCK,  deed  ol,  obtaiaed  throagb 
Boger  Williams,  301. 

Anain'HXOT,  Admiral,  fieet  arrived  at 
New  York,  326, 

AsMiTAoa,  Thomas,  History  of  the  Bap- 
tists, cited,  16. 

Ani(ou>,  Fort,  at  West  Point,  ^3. 

Asnold's  tavern  atHoTriaiowo,  318. 

AnNOLP,  James,  clerk  of  meeting  of  Bap- 
tist Soolety,  319]  manager  of  lottery  tor 
new  meeting-houae,  222. 

AnxoLD,  Jonathan,  prepared  petition  to 
Congress  respecting  College  edlfloe, 
3M. 

Anirou),  Joslah,  steward  in  1TT8, 318. 

AnnoLD,  Lyndon,  appointed  Tntor  in 
1T90,  482. 

Amold,  Oliver,  signer  to  original  peti- 
tion foroharter,  017;  Attorney  Qeneral, 


J.  M.  Varnnm  atadled  law  with,  M; 
member  of  committee  to  present  and 
enforce  remonatrauce  to  General  Aa- 
aembly,  132. 

AnHOLD,  Thomas,  took  Bachelor's  d^ree 
InlTTl.dlstiDgulshedlawyeraDd  Jndge, 
1T9:  received  A.  H.  In  1TT4,  361. 

AnnoLD,  Richard  J.,  owner  of  James 
Sabln's  former  residence,  1S4. 

A%aoLD,  aamnel  O.,  History  of  Bhoda 
IsUnd,  cited,  T9, 83,  86, 309, 41&;  in  ref- 
erence to  lotteriee,  221,  3S)2;  annlvar- 
sary  address  before  Charitable  Baptist 
Society,  cited,  223,  328,  329,  44B,  496. 

Aniioij),  Welcome,  chosen  Tmstee  In 
room  of  Governor  Cooke,  deceassd, 
MS,  H9;  on  committee  with  Manning 
iufavorot  pnblic schools, 4631  oncom- 
mlttee  to  snperlntend  Manning's  (n- 
neral,  496. 

Abhold,  William,  one  of  the  lonndera  of 
Rhode  Island,  202, 

AaxiLLBnT  Company  ol  Providence,  In- 
corporated In  1744,  361. 

Asa,  John,  recommended  by  Kyland  tor 
honotsot  tbe  College,  I74i  able  to  read 
Greek,  349. 

Ansraut,  religions  tyranny  there  carried 
to  great  lengths,  T8;  cases  ol  snfferlng 
tor  oppression  reported  In  1770  to  War- 
ren Asaootatlon,  166 ;  referred  to  in  Cir- 
cular Letter,  1ST ;  Massachnsette  Aet  of 
Oppression  disallowed  by  His  Majeaty 
at  Court  of  St.  James,  168,  169;  com- 
plaints of  Baptists  lighter  than  griev- 
ances, 193. 

AiKFOKO,  Thomas  Ustick  Battled  In,  310. 

AsvowisHiHO  Baptist  hlatory.  196. 

ATTLBBoaonoB,  President  Maxoy  bom  In, 
447. 

ATWi.TBn,  Richard  M.,  of  Syraonse,  Qi)*- 
ker  Troatee,  D60. 

Arwu.,  Amos,  on  commitlae  to  represent 
Providence   betore    the    Corpotatiati. 
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Babcock,  JoahOB,  o(  Weatarlj,  CorpoTo- 
Mr,  036;  CfaarMr  member  of  Bokrd  of 
Fellows,  B38;  preaent  at  flist  maeting 
of  CoTpoiatloii,  fi3;  preaent  at  second 
mooEiDg,  06 ;  pTBaent  at  dual  meeting  to 
determine  location,  120 ;  Toted  In  favor 
«(  NeiTport,  126;  gradaate  of  Tale,  ad- 
mitted to  degree  of  A.  H.  in  ITIi,  361 ; 
preeent  at  meeting  of  Corporation  In 
1782,  33B. 

Backup,  laaao,  Traetee,  and  agent  of  the 
Baptist  chnrchaa,  present  at  aecoad 
meeting  of  the  Corporation,  08;  letter 
to  Dr.  OIU,  of  London,  recommending 
President  Manning,  64 ;  present  at  final 
meeting  to  determine  location  of  the 
College,  121;  voted  In  favor  of  Provi- 
dence, 126;  left  the  Standing  Order 
through  labors  of  Whttfleld,  164;  rep- 
resented First  Baptist  Chnrch,  Hlddle- 
borongh,  M  formation  of  the  Warren 
Association,  clerk  of  the  first  meetings, 
TS;  mlnntes  lor  1T69,  appointed  to  re- 
ceive well  Attested  grievances,  78; 
member  of  Committee  on  Grievances, 
168,380;  appeal  to  the  pnblio,  collecting 
materials  for  his  history,  205 ;  present 
at  meeting  of  the  Corporation  In  1T82, 
336;  alsoat  meeting  of  the  Warren  Ab- 
Boclatton  in  Providence,  33fl;  appointed 
with  Manning  and  others  to  prepare 
Baptist  Catechism  and  Spelling  Book, 
340;  sent  as  agent  of  Warren  Associa- 
tion to  Continental  Congress,  account 
of  meeting  la  Carpenter's  Hall,  276-80 ; 
designated  bj  Manning  as  member  of  a 
standing  committee  to  aid  poor  stu- 
dents, 366;  Trustee  of  Baptist  Sduco- 
tlon  Pnnd,  36T ;  account  of  reformation 
in  Virginia,  3T9;  copies  of  his  history 
sent  to  Benjamin  Wallln,  of  I>ondon, 
and  never  received,  421 ;  sheets  found 
in  a  grocery  store,  423;  more  sheets 
found,  432 ;  sent  as  delegate  to  the  Fed- 
eral Convention,  account  ol  the  Con- 
vention, 440-60;  voted  In  favor  of  the 
ConsMtntlon,  400;    need   Morgan   Kd- 


wards's  "  materials  "  in  his  church  his- 
tory, 013;  name  omitted  In  the  Stiles 
draft  of  the  Charter,  OSO ;  "  History  of 
the  Baptists  in  New  England  "  a  work 
of  standard  authority,  praise  awarded 
the  author  by  Baneiott,  0S9;  extract 
from  second  volnme,  published  in  1T84, 
giving  account  of  tbe  origin  of  tbe  Col> 
lege, 629-30;  estractfromthlrdvolome, 
published  In  1796,  entering  more  into 
details,  630-31;  statement  respecting 
Oovernor  Cooke  that  he  was  a  Baptist, 
although  member  of  a  Congregational- 
lit  church.  106;  "A  Fish  canght  in  bis 
own  Net,"  cited,  60;  "Appeal  to  the 
Pnblio,"  cited,  270 ;  account  ol  the  Ash- 
fleldlaw.ieO;  acconntof  Baptistcertifl- 
cates,  250-61;  account  of  Eiekiel  HolU- 
man,  200;  Manning  and  Frlstoe,  of  Vir- 
ginia, 206;  History  of  the  Baptists, 
cited,  8,  21,  44,  74,  77,  XB,  210,  335,  4T2, 
tn,  043.    See  LrrrsBs. 

Badobb,  Moses,  on  committee  with  Man- 
ning in  favor  of  pnblic  schools,  463. 

Bab.m>w,  Mr.,  Baptist  minister  In  Rich- 
mond, N.  H.,  170. 

Balowik's  tavern,  31B. 

BAU>war,  Tbomas,  accustomed  alter 
Manning's  time  to  preach  the  Com- 
mencement sermon,  86;  trustee  of  the 
Baptist  Education  Fund,  367. 

Bahcrovt's  History  of  tbe  United  Statea, 
cited,  87. 

Baptist  cburcb  and  meeting-house,  War- 
ren, purpose  formed  to  build  a  honse  as 
early  as  1762,  47;  erected  In  1763,  Man- 
ning Invited  by  congregation  to  come 
and  settle  among  tbem,  call  dated  Feb. 
17,  1764,47-48;  church  constituted  Nov. 
10, 1764,  covenant  and  Manning's  call 
to  become  pastor,  48-61;  parsonage 
needed  for  the  chnrch  and  the  College, 
bnllt  in  1T6T,  fire  hundred  dollars 
towards  raised  by  a  lottery,  T1-T2;  ex- 
tract from  ehnrch  records  in  regard  to 
Warren  Association, 74;  meeting-house 
used  by  the  College  tot  its  First  Com- 
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i2;  vote  offering  iiB»  (it 
bousa  and  parsonage  tor  the  College, 
112;  WilllBm  Williams  recalved  as 
ntemlMr  of  Ibe  church  Id  ITTl,  97 ;  flnal 
meeting  of  Corpoiatloo  to  detenalDe 
locadon  □[  the  College  held  in  m«et- 
Ing-house,  120;  chnrch  nnwilling  to  ac- 
cept Manning's  Teslgnation  as  pastor, 
142:  Hanningresigns  andgoes  with  the 
College  to  Providence,  church  dis- 
pleased, 144-43J  Charles  Thompson  or- 
dained as  Manning's  sncceasor,  100. 

BAmsT  church  and  meeting-hoiue.  Prov- 
idence, hUtoryof,  chapter  T.,  190-^9: 
founded  b;  Roger  WilliamB,  oldest  in 
America,  never  In  lu  early  history  ac- 
CQstomed  to  contribute  toward  the  aup- 
port  ot  ministers  or  elders,  Samuel 
Wlnsor,  lather  and  son,  pastors,  46; 
Six  Principle  In  1T64,T3;  account  ot  a 
remarkable  revival  under  Hanulug  in 
ITTS,  296-9T;  first  meetiug-bouse  built 
and  presented  to  the  church  in  ITOO  by 
Pardon  TUIinghast,  210;  second  house 
erected  in  1T26,  too  small  for  the  crowds 
that  flocked  to  bear  Manning, 318;  Sooi* 
ety  resolved  in  17T4  to  build  a  new 
bouse  "for  the  public  worship  ot  Al- 
mighty God,  and  also  tor  holding  Com- 
mencement Id,"  219;  dedicated  amidst 
scenes  ol  war,  289;  history  of  church  In 
Rlppoo'a  Baptist  Beglater,  with  en- 
graving ol  the  house,  Engllah  brethren 
astonished  at  the  steeple,  486. 

Baptisx  churches.  Pint,  Charleston ,  Man- 
ning invited  to  become  Mslstant  pastor, 
3T;  Dightou,  IBT;  Haverhill,  organised 
through  instrumentality  ot  HezeUah 
Smith,  who  was  pastor  until  his  death 
In  1803, 14T;  Horrlstown,  Smith  joined 
at  ago  of  nineteen,  147 ;  First,  Newport, 
earliest  date  given  by  historians,  1644, 
197 ;  First,  New  York,  dismissed  from 
Scotch  Plains,  John  Qano  first  pastor, 
38;  First,  Philadelphia,  Morgan  Ed- 
wards, pastor,  11-12;  William  Bogers, 
pastor,  60,  I3T,  monument  erected  to  his 


memory,  62 ;  Chnrch  and  Elhanan  Vin- 
cbescet,  383-84;  Behoboth,  1ST;  Blcb- 
mond.  N.  H.,  In  distress  tor  taxes,  ITD; 
Scotch  Plains,  Manning  Joined  in  1TS8, 
29;  called  to  trial  ot  his  mlnisteriat 
gifts,  33,  licensed  to  preach,  31;  Swan- 
sea, oldest  in  Massachusetts,  fonnded 
by  John  Miles,  members  lounded 
church  in  Warren,  47, 187;  Wrentham, 
William  Williams  ordained  pastor  in 
1776,  Be,  Warren  Association  met  with 
in  1789,  99. 

Bardt  churches  rapidly  multiplying, 
demanded  ministers  ol  learning,  2D; 
represented  at  first  meeting  ot  Warren 
Association,  TS;  denomination  to  be 
the  chief  support  of  the  College,  119; 
pleased  with  the  determination  to  lo- 
cate the  College  at  Providence,  123, 123, 
136;  ministers  ot  England  kept  from 
reading  Hebrew  and  Greek,  according 
to  Byland,  by  lailness,  173;  two  dis- 
tinct dogmas  ot  the  Baptist  faith  em- 
bodied In  preamble  to  charter  o(  Char- 
itable BapUst  Society,  228;  Warren 
Association  voted  in  1TS2  to  publish 
Baptist  Catechism  and  Spelling  Book, 
330,  340;  Education  Society  at  Bristol 
useful  in  training  young  men  for  the 
ministry,  390;  whole  congregations  ot 
Congregationalists  embrace  BapUst 
principles,  396;  Baptist  members  ot 
Federal  Convention,  two-thirds  of  them, 
voted  against  the  Constitution,  490. 

BAmoT  EnucATTox  FmtD,  established  by 
the  Warren  Association  in  1792,  after- 
wards incorporated  as  the  Baptist  Edu- 
cation Society,  367,  429. 

BAmsTS  termed  Anabaptists  lu  derision, 
distinguishing  sentiments  at  variance 
with  religious  opinions  of  other  denom- 
inations, "  poor,  despised,  and  op- 
pressed," 8;  Baptiste  and  the  American 
Revolution,  Morgan  Edwards  the  only 
Tory  minister,  13 ;  as  a  body  hesitated 
to  engage  In  so  ditScalt  and  importaat 
a  work  as  the  founding  of  a  college,  19; 
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In  the  thirteen  coloniea  aumbeced  in 
1762  leu  then  TO  abniohee,  end  S,000 
membere,  19,  30;  met  with  ebose  from 
those  who  were  celled  "  leetned  meD," 
64,  6e;  Baptieti  end  Beperedeti,  65; 
belief  Id  regftrd  t«  civil  goTetnment, 
73;  consideteble  body  ot  Chrlsttane  in 
1TG2,  formed  a  leeolntlon  to  erect  e  eol- 
lege  at  the  coat  end  expenee  of  Baptist 
churches,  applied  to  Oenerel  Aesembiy 
of  Rhode  Island  lor  a  charter  because 
of  its  prevalent  Baptist  sentiments,  and 
universal  toleration,  133 ;  beneficence  of 
a  tew  Baptists  in  Providence  almost 
nnparalleled,  102;  taxed  by  law  to  sup- 
port ministers  of  the  Standing  Order, 
ITl;  Manning's  accoant  of  the  dlepnte 
between  Baptist*  and  tbe  Standing 
Order,  17T ;  imprisoned  in  the  winter  of 
1TT3  for  the  non-payment  of  rates  to  the 
Con|{reKationelists,  2ST;  numbers  in 
1764  and  1893  compared,  279;  Baptists 
ol  England  obnoxious  to  Episcopalians, 
298;  "here  are  tbe  poor  of  this  world," 
366;  enemies  exceeding  vigilant  to  pre- 
vent tbe  growth  of  the  College,  from  an 
Idea  of  its  Importance  to  the  Baptist 
canse,  369;  all  the  Baptist  minister*  in 
London  but  two,  and  most  of  the  Bi^ 
tist  clergy  in  this  country  on  the  side 
of  tbe  Americans  during  the  war,  3T3-7S ; 
In  England  more  flourishing  than  Pres- 
byterians or  Independents,  37G;  preju- 
dicesagalnstgreatlyabated,  3T9;  taxed 
and  persons  and  property  sslsed  In 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  whole 
body  determined  to  maintain  tbelr 
rlgbte,  381-82;  rapid  increase  provokes 
Congregatlonalisca,  390;  Baptists  in 
England  have  but  little  Idea  of  tbe 
utility  of  academical  iustltutians,  391 ; 
Manning's  statement  that  tbey  are  and 
ever  have  been,  in  respect  to  educa- 
tional matters,  "a wrong  headed  peo- 
ple," 399;  Baptists  alone  originators  of 
tbe  undertaking  to  estabUsb  a  College 
In  Rhode  Island,  Sia. 


BAmsK  by  Immersion  on  a  profession  of 
faith  administered  by  a  Fedobaptlat, 
believed  by  A.  Booth  to  be  valid,  al- 
though irregular,  470. 

BA.BSIM,  Charles,  signet  of  tbe  original 
petition  for  a  charter,  BIT. 

Bakkxk,  James,  Jr.,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  Charter,  030. 

BA&KBa,  Peieg,  Corporator,  036;  Charter 
Trustee,  038;  Baptist  Trustee  in  1T70, 
049;  present  at  first  and  second  meet- 
ings of  Corporation,  02,  67;  present  at 
final  meeting  to  determine  location, 
121;  voted  in  favor  of  Newport,  126. 

Babhakd,  Henry,  formerly  School  Com- 
misslonsr  of  Rhode  Island,  statement 
commending  Manning's  report  in  favor 
of  public  schools,  483. 

Bakr,  Bhubael,  signsr  to  the  original 
petition  tor  a  charter,  SIT. 

BuToit,  Mr.,  ot  Hopewell,  320,  324. 

Ba.Tmsoa,  James  6.,  ot  Hartford,  Bap- 
tist Trustee,  530. 

Batls's  Dictionary  presented  to  the 
Library,  417. 

Bxl^B,  Landlord,  316. 

Bkakd,  Mr.,  of  Warwick,  311. 

Bbddoxb,  Benjamin,  received  degree  of 
A,  M.,  160;  Catviniatlc  Baptist  minister 
in  Gloucester,  England,  able  to  read 
Greek,  240;  donation  ot  £20  through 
him  from  the  estate  of  Dr.  FoBkett,S64. 

Bbll,  English  captain,  taken  with  hie 
vessel  and  brought  to  Providence,  300, 
301. 

Bbll  of  the  Baptist  meeting-house,  in- 
scriptions on,  223-24. 

Bblkkaj's  meeting-house  where  meet- 
ings of  the  Federal  Convention  were 
held,  400. 

BiufAP,  Isaac,  XtT. 

Bbltok,  Joseph,  member  of  the  Bret 
graduating  class,  90, 

Bbmsdict,  David,  obligations  to,  ackowl- 
edged,  0;  History  of  the  Baptist  De- 
nomination, cited,  22,197,334,406,020; 
placed  Morgan  Edwards's  "  materials  " 


,,Google 


In  the  aichlTM  of  the  Bbode  bluid 
Htatorlcal  Boelety,  513. 

Bmrkoict,  Maria,  beqaeathed  portrait  ot 
Hn.  Manning  to  Brown  UniTenlt;, 
36. 

BKVBFicnT  CoDgreg&tional  Church 
formed  In  1T43,  211. 

Bknuvt,  Job,  Appointed  »  committee 
«lth  Joaias  Lyndon  to  draft  a  Charter, 
43,  44,  614;  aigner  ol  the  original  peti- 
tion,617;  CorporMot,636;  CharterTrns- 
tee,  038;  Baptist  Tmatee  and  Treu- 
nrer  In  ITTO,  649 ;  preBentat  flnt  meeting 
of  Corporation,  52;  present  at  second 
meeting,  entertained  Hexeklah  Smith, 
Intimate  friend  ot  Manning  aod  Smith, 
S3, 67 ;  preient  at  the  final  meeting  to 
determine  the  location  of  the  College, 
121;  voted  in  favor  at  Newport,  liberal 
■ubacrl1)er  towards  the  College  bnild- 
ing,  1!6 ;  member  of  Committee  of  Ave 
to  prepare  and  present  remonatiance 
to  Oeneral  Aeaembly,  132;  member  of 
committee  to  fix  opon  a  aaltable  place 
foitheColtegeodiflce,136;  entertained 
Bmith  commencement  week,  179;  pres- 
ent at  Corporation  meeting,  September, 
1774,  263. 

Bkvsoh,  Oeoi^e,  402;  signed  letter  to 
Manning  asking  him  to  preach,  472; 
appointed  on  committee  to  wait  on 
Mra.  Manning  and  exprea*  sympathy 
and  condolence,  496;  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  superintend  Manning's  fu- 
neral, 496. 

Bbbku-bt,  Bishop,  name  mentioned  In 
connection  with  the  founding  ol  the 
College,  donbtfol  Influence,  4fi,  633-34. 

BsBRiDaB,  John,  author  of  "  Christian 
'World  Unmasked,"  Manning  addresaes 
a  controversial  letter  to,  302-307. 

Bbbwick,  cases  of  suffering  from  oppres- 
sion reported  to  Warren  Aasoclatlon, 
166. 

Bbthbt>,  Connecticut,  329. 

Bkwit,  Hugh,  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  202. 


BmwxLi.,  widow,  of  Bast  Hartford,  3U, 
831. 

Braos,  Rev.  Mr.,  ot  England,  244. 

Bmnr,  Capt.  Barnabas,  of  Boston,  SS2. 

BnnrsT,  Avis,  daughter  of  Captain  Bin- 
ney,  and  wife  of  NicholM  Brown,  3G3. 

BranKT,  Barnabas,  son  of  Capt.  Blnney, 
"a  worthy,  humble,  and  meek  young 
Christian,"  183;  valedictorian  of  the 
class  of  1774,  oration  on  religiona  lib- 
erty publiahed,  261-«2. 

BimxT,  Horace,  of  Philadelphia,  son  ot 
Barnabas,  262. 

BiooHAfHiaa  BairAKinci,  donatton  to , 
the  Library,  contains  Llewelyn's  book- 
mark, 368. 

Bishops,  popular  right  of  electing,  409. 

Bitt'b  tavern,  329. 

BncBz,  Moses  E.,  ot  Providenoe,  BapOst 
Trustee,  6S0, 

BuCKWKi,L,Mr.,3S0,  326. 

Blaiu,  Samuel,  elected  to  the  Preaideney 
of  the  College  ot  New  Jersey,!S. 

Blasdei.,  leaac,  161. 

Bi,ocK  IsLAHs,  gnbacribedfor  the  College 
to  be  located  in  Newport,  119;  nine 
miles  In  length,  worse  than  naeless  to 
the  Colony  on  account  of  the  war,  289. 

Blood,  Caleb,  member  of  the  Committee 
on  GrieTaucea,  380, 4S4. 

Blobs,  Abraham,  represented  AttleboF- 
ougb  church  at  first  meeting  ot  Warren 
Association,  7S. 

B01.IHODBOKE  on  History,  396. 

Bonham  Town,  324,  328. 

Booth,  Abraham,  "Helgnot  Grace,"  23B; 
Calvinlstic  Baptist  minister  in  Londtni, 
able  to  read  Greek.  246;  TreaUae  on 
Baptiam  most  elaborate  performance, 
392;  highly  commended  by  Manning, 
404;  account  of  the  author.  Manning 
opens  correapondence  with,  3S6;  sends 
him  a  diploma.  438;  translation  of  Dr. 
Abadie  a  masterly  performance,  433; 
reply  to  Samuel  Jones's  Inqalry  re- 
specting baptism  by  PedoluvUats,iT3. 
See  Lettus. 
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BoRDKM,  JoMph,  tTeunrer,  Oto.,  3S3,  3K. 
BoJtOKyTOWM,  323,  326. 

BoBTOK  BwriNO  Poai,  ftddreu  to  op- 
preued  Baptlsti  of  MkUkohuietta  from 
Committee  on  Grlevuicei,  16S-6. 

Bono*  newspApen  hftve  n  talent  loi 
ftbuslng  their  neighbon,  i34. 

BouLToir,  William,  benelkctoi  of  the  Col- 
lege, received  degree  of  A.  M.,  M. 

BouKHR,  Benjamin,  on  committee  vlth 
Kanningln  farorof  pabltoBchi>ols,463. 

BowxR,  Benjamin,  Manning  lived  in  hli 
hooM  on  the  removal  of  the  College  to 
Providence,  143. 

BowBX,  Ephralm,  Corporator,  536 ;  Char- 
ter Tnutee,  538;  CongreftaClonallst 
Trustee,  ITTO.SW  I  horrowed  the  StlleH 
Charter  ot  Judge  Jenckea, 022;  present 
at  final  meeting  of  Corporation  to  de- 
termine location  of  the  College,  131; 
one  of  the  actors  in  the  affair  of  the 
Gaspee,  18B. 

BowKH,  Francis,  has  a  set  of  Gordon's 
history,  467. 

BowcK,  JalMS,  of  Providence,  Congraga- 
tlooallat  Fellow,  ITTO,  BOO;  present  at 
final  meeting  of  Corporation  to  deter- 
mine location  of  the  College,  120;  re- 
ceived degree  of  A.  H.  at  Flrat  Com- 
mencement, M;  on  committee  with 
Manning  as  to  soUdtliig  (audi  In  En- 
rope,  190;  partner  of  Benjamin  Btelte 
in  the  druggist  basiness,  226;  member 
of  Committee  of  luapeotlon  daring  the 
war,  283;  sent  with  Manning  to  Con- 
nectlcnt  to  obtain  aid  tor  the  destitute 
in  Providence, 306;  present  at  meetings 
of  the  Corporation  In  1780  and  1782,  333, 
33G;  on  committee  with  Manning  to 
form  a  digest  of  College  laws,  3M;  on 
GOnunlttee  in  favor  of  public  schools, 
463;  haeaaetof  Gordon's  histor7,4A7; 
signs  as  Chaneellor  of  the  College, 
address  to  Washington,  481;  announces 
death  of  Manning,  490. 

Bown,  Jabea,  Jr.,  VO, 

BowRM,  Oliver,  138,  IBH. 


BowBM,  Pardon,  member  of  olaas  ol  1T7B, 
piomfnenC  physician,  288. 

BowBT,  William,  received  degree  of  A. 
M.,  169. 

Bowus,  David,  333. 

Bowsns,  John,  signed  the  original  peti- 
tion for  a  charter,  SIT. 

BowLMa,  Captain,  of  Aahford,  310,  331. 

Bkadfou),  William,  Deputy  Governor, 
appointed  to  draft  address  to  Continen- 
tal Congress,  2S8. 

BnAi>rou>,  William,  Jr.,  pupil  of  Man- 
ning's Latin  School,  S2. 

Bkattok,  Israel,  signet  to  original  peti- 
tion tor  charter,  SIT. 

Buck  School-hohh  on  Meeting  street, 
account  of,  Latin  School  kept  In,  188; 
committee  on  College  edifice  met  In, 
101;  recommendation  that  It  be  par- 
chased  for  a  public  school,  463. 

BaiSTOb,  attack  on  by  the  British  under 
Captain  Wallace,  286;  petitions  Con- 
gress for  exemption  from  foreign  ton- 
nage, 469. 

BniBToi.A<ui>K]nr,England,2G4;  Thomaa 
Llewelyn  bequeathed  library  to,  181. 

Bbistol  BaftistEduca,tiok8ocibtt,400; 
account  of,  418. 

BnrruM,  Mr.,  of  Philadelphia, 323. 

BatTiSB  troope  lauded  at  Ellsabethtown, 
to  capture  Governor  Livingston,  31S; 
seven  hundred  left  Philadelphia  in 
1778  to  destroy  vessels  near,  823 ;  pris- 
oners taken  at  Stony  Point,  ^9;  army 
landed  on  Island  of  Bhode  Island  In 
December,  ITTS;  camp  in  plain  view 
from  the  College,  365. 

BnoAiMtDBS,  Order  of  Exercises,  and  The- 
ses, complete  set  In  College  Library,  SO. 

BaooKB,  Mrs.,  32S. 

Bnmxu,  Esquire,  329. 

BnowH,  Chad,  great  ancestor  of  the 
Brown  family,  an  Elder  In  tbechutch, 
according  to  tradition  tbe  "  first  Bap- 
tist Elder  in  Bhode  Island,"  home-lot 
•elected  by  the  committee  tor  the  Col- 
lege edlOoe,  136, 137,203,  208. 


,v  Google 


660 


Bkowh,  John,  eldest  ion  of  Cbad,pr«ncli«d 
bat  not  an  Elder,  137. 

Bbowh,  Judh,  grandaon  of  Chad,  long 
an  Elder  ot  the  Baptist  church,  13T,a08. 

Bkowit  Bkotbihb,  Nicholas,  Joseph, 
John,  and  Hoses,  grandsons  of  Elder 
James,  active  In  secarlng  inbsctlptlons 
for  Providence,  eotleavoi  to  stop  a 
special  meetiiig  of  the  Corporation,  117, 
118;  hod  an  Interest  in  promotlog  the 
Institntion  now  called  Brown  UniTor- 
Sit7,  137;  assnme  charge  of  bnlldtng 
College  edlflca  withont  commissions, 
ISl ;  submit  in  behalf  ot  Building  Com- 
mltte«  aooouut  of  receipts  and  exp«n< 
dltnres,  lOS-SS. 

BnowK,  Nicholas,  oldest  of  the  "  Foni 
Brothera,"  Corporator,  S3B;  Charter 
Trustee,  S3B;  Baptist  Trastee,  ITTO, 
549;  present  at  first  and  second  meet- 
ings of  Corporation,  S2,  ST;  present  at 
final  meeting  to  determine  location  of 
the  College,  121 1  Heieklah  Smith 
lodges  with  during  Commencement 
week,  179,  18S;  letter  to  Smith,  183; 
on  committee  to  confer  with  Hanuing 
in  regard  to  soliciting  funds  in  Eng- 
land, 190;  on  various  committees  for 
bnilding  new  meeting-house,  220,  221; 
on  committee  to  draft  charter  for  Char- 
itable Baptist  Soclet;,  member  of 
standing  committee  of  eleven,  221! 
manager  of  lottery  for  Baptist  meeting- 
house, 222;  first  moderator  of  Chari- 
table Baptist  Society,  22T;  present  at 
Corporation  meeting  In  1771,363;  Man- 
ning writes  to  from  Pblladelpbla,  ^t ; 
present  at  meetings  ot  Corporation  In 
1780,  and  1783,  332,  335;  on  committee 
with  ManolDg  to  prepare  digest  of  Col- 
lege laws,  306;  lost  Ms  new  born  son, 
449;  has  set  of  Gordon's  history,  467: 
Signs  letter  to  Manning  requesting  him 
topr«aeb,*72;  In  a  vary  poor  way,  dis- 
order radical  and  fatal,  4S3;  Manning's 
notice  ol  decease,  "oor  good  friend," 
493;  dwelling  bouse  on  Thomas  Street 


came  into  the  possession  ot  Obadlah 
Brown,  226.    Bee  Lettbu. 

BkOWM,  Mrs.  (Bhoda  Jsnckes),  wife  of 
Nicholas,  died  December,  1783,  "hap- 
pily resigned,"  S8S. 

Bbowx,  Hope,  daughter  of  Nicbolaa, 
<married  Thomas  F.  Ives),  gave  glass 
chandeliers  to  Baptist  chnrch,  2S9. 

Bkowx,  Miss  Joey,  daughter  ot  Nicholas, 
in  a  decline,  fast  oonsomptlon,  stUI 
■urvlves,  died  "  ripe  for  heaven,"  38S, 
388,  397,  399. 

Bkown,  Mosea,  youngest  son  of  Nicholas, 
graduated  in  class  of  1790,  481. 

BaowK,  Nicholas,  Jr.,  graduated  at  tlte 
age  ot  seventeen,  in  class  of  1786,  after- 
wards the  distinguished  benefactor  tor 
whom  the  University  was  named,  443, 
443,  4A1 ;  gave  in  1792  two  thousand  dol- 
lar* for  a  lot  and  paraouage,  afterwards 
gave  organ,  22S;  married  tor  second 
wile,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Stalls,  37. 

Bbowit,  John  Carter,  son  of  Hon.  Nich- 
olas, set  of  mlnntas  ot  Warren  Associa- 
tion in  his  library,  79. 

Bnowir,  Joseph,  second  of  the  "Foar 
Brothers,"  Baptist  Trustee  In  1770, 5U; 
on  committee  to  draft  instructions  and 
prepare  model  tor  College  edifice  In 
Warren,  110,  111 ;  present  at  final  meet- 
ing of  Corporation  to  determine  loca- 
tion ot  the  College,  121;  on  committee 
to  prepare  model  ot  proposed  College 
bnilding  in  Providence,  140;  received 
degreeof  A.M.,  16S;  meetiogof  Baptist 
Society  held  at  bis  house  Id  raferenee 
to  new  meeting-house,  219,  230;  on  va- 
rious commltteas,  220,  221 ;  principal 
orchitectot  the  new  house, 234;  present 
at  Corporation  meeting  in  1774,  one  ot 
the  assessor*  of  taxes  for  Providence, 
903,  513;  member  of  Committee  of  In- 
spectiondnrlng thewar,SS3;  appointed 
to  draft  address  to  Continental  Con- 
gress, 283;  present  at  meetings  of  Car> 
poratlon  io  1780,  and  1782,  333,  33S; 
chairman  of  committee  to  draft  petition 
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to  ConerMS  reBp«cting  College  edifice, 
334 ;  appointed  wUh  Manning  knd  Hop- 
kins to  make  out  Catalogna  ot  the  Li- 
brary, 347 ;  pbllosophical  genius,  uhosen 
ProfeHor  of  Experimental  Fhlloeophy, 
381;  not  yet  completed  list  ol  appara- 
taB,3B6;  recelTed  violent  stroke □!  apo- 
plexy, lUa  deapatied  of,  396;  Indtsposi- 
tioD  a  heav7  stroke  to  tbe  College,  399; 
died  Dec.  3,  ITSK,  brief  account  of, 
419. 
Browh,  John,  tbiid  ol  the  "  Font  Bioth- 
eii,"  name  mentioned  In  preamble  to 
Charter,  530 ;  on  committee  to  pnrchase 
materials  for  College  edifice  In  Warren, 
110;  on  committee  to  fix  apon  snitable 
place  for  College  edifice  in  Providence, 
113;  chairman  of  the  committee,  136; 
member  of  committee  to  carry  on  the 
bnildlng.  Ill,  139,190;  treated  the  crowd 
with  pnncb  on  laying  the  corner  stone, 
ISl;  leader  In  tbe  affair  of  the  Gaapee, 
IH ;  porchaser  at  auction  of  the  old 
Baptist  meetlng-honse,  220;  committee 
man  tor  carrying  on  building  ol  new 
meeting-honse,  221 ;  chosen  Trustee  in 
place  of  William  Brown,  264 ;  member 
of  Committee  of  Inspection  during  the 
war,  283;  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Col- 
lege, 288;  present  at  meetings  ot  Cor- 
pormUon  in  ITSO,  and  1T82,  333, 3311 ;  offers 
to  advance  one-half  the  sum  necessary 
to  procure  philoBophical  apparatus  and 
books,  347;  presents  to  the  Library 
fourteen  bund  ted  volumes  ordered 
from  London, 339;  aboutflnishingtblrd 
story  of  College  edifice,  396;  on  com- 
mittee to  correspond  with  David  Howell 
in  regard  to  compensation  from  Con- 
gress tor  rents  and  damage,  419;  Con- 
gress voted  compensation  later  on 
through  his  Influeoce,  434;  has  set  ol 
Gordon's  history,  407;  signed  letter  to 
Manning  asking  him  to  preach,  472; 
paid  travelling  expenses  ot  Elder  John 
Williams  to  Foster,  498;  appointed  on 
committee  to  visit  and  condole  with 
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Mrs.  Manning  on  death  of  the  Presi- 
dent, 49e. 

Bkoww,  Hoses,  youngest  of  the  "Four 
Brothers,"  made  the  first  motion  to 
have  the  College  located  In  Providence, 
letter  to  Francis  Wayland,  cited,  113, 
113;  signed  the  memorial  from  Provi- 
dence In  favor  of  the  College,  110;  on 
a  committee  appointed  attownmeedng 
to  present  Providence  subscriptions  to 
Corporation,  IIS;  account  of  tbe  final 
meeting  to  determine  location,  123,124; 
Representative  to  General  Assemblj 
from  Providence,  129;  member  of  com- 
mittee to  present  and  enforce'  remon- 
strance of  Corporation,  182;  letter  to 
Francis  Wayland  In  regard  to  College 
edifice,  137;  furnished  materials  for  life 
of  Stephen  Hopkins, 417;  on  committee 
with  Manning  In  favor  of  public  schools, 
463.    Bee  LrrcBM. 

Bbown,  Obadlab,  son  of  Moses,  prosecu- 
ted his  Btndies  during  the  war,  336;  be- 
came tbe  owner  ot  Nicholas  Brown's 
dwelling,  226. 

Bbowh,  Clarke,  signer  to  original  petition 
for  charter,  017. 

Bkowit,  Daniel,  represented  Warren 
church  at  first  meeting  ol  Warren  As- 
sociation, 70. 

Bbowit,  Esek,  ot  Swansea,  remarkable 
funeral,  194. 

Bbowk,  Jeremiah,  138,  31S,  331. 

Browk,  John,  Baptist  minister  of  Ketter- 
ing, England,  recommended  by  Ryland 
tor  College  honors,  174;  able  to  read 
Greek,  24S. 

Bkovm,  John,  farm  at  Chepachet,  314. 

Bbown,  John,  of  Gloucester,  331. 

Bbowk,  Marmaduke,  of  Newport,  Corpor* 
ator,  638;  Charter  Fellow,  638;  Episco- 
pal Fellow,  1770,  600. 

Browk,  Mary,  daughter  of  Jeremiah,  wife 
ot  David  Howell,  68. 

Bkown,  T.  Edwin,  pastor  of  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  198,  226. 

Bbowm,  William,  Baptist  Trustee,  1770, 
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OH;  votm  in  fftvor  of  Nswport  for  loo»- 
tioD  of  tb«  College,  136 ;  nalgiu  In  1TT4, 
■neceeded  b7  John  Brown,  264. 
Bkowk  DNiTBBsrrr,  Docnmentary  HU- 
toT7  pabllshfld  In  180T,  1;  dwbh  Its  orl- 
glD  to  PhllmdelphU  A««oclatlon,  T ;  tlae 
and  conBtltntlon  u  given  in  the  annuAl 
cstalogaea,  dt«d,  033,  034;  nuned  tn 
honor  of  Nloholaa  Brown,  ita  maat  dls- 
tlognUbed  benebwtor,  442.  Bee  Col- 
UMB,  CoMnncKKurr,  CakKMU.Tiaii, 
Cbakth,  Cou.Bai  SnincK,  arc. 


Bncxi^w,  Hr.,  319. 

BncKLiM,  Joaapb,  appointed  on  oommlt- 
tee  to  lay  before  Corporation  PtotI- 
dence  anbtcrlpclone,  US;  one  of  Ilie 
'«etoraln  aSalc  of  tbe  Qupee,  1fi6. 

Sni-t.,  Captain,  331. 

Boll's  Iron  Worka  In  Kent,  310. 

BuiiiiOCK,  Daniel  and  Samnel,  represen- 
ted Second  Charch,  Beboboth,  at  Arat 
meeting  ol  Warren  Aaioolation,70. 

BciTTAir,  JobD,  Manning  snggesta  works 
of  "good  Mi.  Banyan"  as  an  acceptable 
present  tor  the  Library,  238j  worka  in 
six  Tolumea  presented  by  Benjamin 
Wallin,  2H. 

Bdvku  Htm.,  Hesekiftb  Smith  present  at 
battle  of,  147. 

BuxDiM,  Li»y,  married  Mr.  Owen,  31T. 

BuKasa,  Trlstam,  pnpll  of  William  Wil- 
liam* at  Wrentbam,  98 ;  addroM  before 
Federal  Adelphi,  cited,  268, 447. 

BuKB,  Aaron,  President  of  College  of  New 
Jersey,  26. 

Bvnn,  Ellsha,  of  Beboboth,  lfi3. 

BDmnAGB,  Hent;  S.,  ol  Portland,  Baptist 
Trustee,  B30. 

BukBlLL,  James,  graduated  In  class  of 
1188,  Attorney  Qeneral,  Chief  Justice, 
United  States  Senator,  4SB. 

BuRBonoHB,  Ezek,  slgnerof  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  51T. 


BimnonaHB,  William,  alao  signer  of  p«tl- 

Uon,  S17. 
BnST,  Esqnire,  good  livei,  SIT. 

Cadct  CoMTAJtr,  inoarporat«d  aa  KB  Ar- 
tillery Companyln  1744,261,291;  escor- 
ted   procession   at   Commenoement  of 

1774,  aso. 

Caboon,  Mr.,  ol  Connecticut,  314. 
Oahoov,  Daniel,  meeting  of  Baptiat  Soci- 
ety held  at  hi*  honse,  Z19;  member  at 

staudingcommittaeof  eleven.  221;  flist 

treasurer  of  Charitable  Baptist  Sodety. 

237 ;  present  at  meeting  of  Corporation 

tn  1780,  333. 
CALDwnLL,  Samnel,  pastor  of  First  Bmp- 

tUt  Chnrch,  bUtory,  cited,    198,    210; 

ftnnlveraary  discourse,  eited,  227. 
CAUKMixn'B   century  diaconise,   cited, 

307;  statement  respecting  division  In 

BaptUt  chnrch  In  ISSS,  209. 
CAMt,  Landlord,  329. 
Camfbkll,  Jacob,  received  degree  of  A. 

B.,34S. 
CaBTKirnn,  William,  represented  Norton 

Baptist  chnrch  at  flral  meetinc  of  War- 
ren Association,  7S. 
Caktck,  Robert,  340. 
OAnrL'B  Exposition  on  Job  presented  to 

Library,  434. 
CAaTaj.L'a  Lexicon  presented  to  Ubmrr, 

417. 
OaswbUi,  Alexia,  President    of   Brown 

University,  196. 
Cathcakt's  Baptist  Bneyeloptedla,  cited. 

12, 13,  S12. 
CxBTmcATM,  Baptist  chnrches  refnaed 

to  glre,  200,  SSI. 
Cback,  Arnold  B.,  Quaker  Tmstee  and 

Treasarer,  SflO. 
Chack.  Jonathan,  of  Valley  Falls,  Quaker 

Tmstee,  SSO. 
Chack,  John    B.,   statement    reepecting 

hearse  used  at  Manning's  funeral,  4W- 
Crantioit,  Jadah,  pastor    of  Cnngmga- 

tlonal  chnrch  at  Litchfield,  316. 
CHAKMoro,  William,  of  Newport,  3T9. 
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Ckabttamlm  BATTitT  SocKTT,  incorpora- 
ted In  1TT4,  fltth  church  oharter  granted 
^7  Legislature,  dratted  by  MannlBg, 
preamble  dted,  227, 328 ;  Manning  make* 
reqaeat  in  writing  for  meetljig  of  to 
flnleb  the  home,  hiB  laat  request,  MB. 

Chaxitt,  thonld  begin  at  home,  bnt  not 
end  there,  391,  MB. 

CUAMtxnawn,  exaggerated  reports  of  re- 
pnlse  ol  Britialt  army  at,  319,  321. 

CHAKLisTowir  AasociATioif ,  plan  lor  rait- 
ing fnuds  for  College,  22. 

OKUtLTOH,  town  where  Charles  Thomp- 
son died,  101. 

Cbakteb,  History  of,  Appendix,  609-601 ; 
printed  la  fall  from  first  edition,  BH- 
642;  original  petition  for  pablisbed  in 
fnll,  S16, BIT;  Joslas  Lyndoo  and  Job 
Bennet  appointed  to  draw,  U :  drawn 
by  Dr.  fitilea  and  William  Bllery,  BIB; 
alterations  in  the  Stlies  draft  made  by 
tbe  Philadelphia  oonimlttee,  619;  snm- 
mary  of  Manning's  narrative  and 
Jenckes's  history,  023-020;  granted  by 
the  General  Assembly  at  February  ses- 
sion, ITU,  44,66,  023;  crlttelsedbysome 
for  Its  excessive  liberality,  46;  dsstg- 
nated  by  Edwardsas  "  a  brand  plucked 
from  tbe  bamlng,"  623;  lecognlies  in 
most  nneqnlTocal  terms  the  grand  prin- 
ciples of  religions  freedom,  B32-633;  re- 
vieed  In  1T82  on  acconnt  of  tbe  war, 
33S;  act  of  the  Legislature  limiting  the 
exemption  from  taxation, 944-649;  prop- 
erty of  tba  University  taxed  lalS96and 
1S96,  case  brought  before  Appellate 
Division  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  648. 

Chabtbx,  copy  of  the  Stilea  draft  pre- 
sented to  General  Assemblyln  Aagnst, 
1763,  lost,  and  afterwards  recovered, 
published  In  fall  In  Appendix  to  "  Uf  e. 
Times,  and  Correspondence  of  James 
Manning,"  B26-6W. 

CsAnTUt  for  another  college  to  be  located 
at  Newport,  passed  Lower  Hoaae  of 
tbe  General  Assembly,  Febmary  ses- 
sion, 1770,  1Z9-1S1;  manuscript  in  the 


CsAaxaK  of  Amherst  College,  Professor 
Idler's  acconnt  of,  611. 

CHi.TTEBn>M's  Hii.1.,  Qano's  fearless  con- 
duct at  battle  of,  38. 

CsAUXCT,  Charles,  of  Boston,  addresses 
Dr.  Stennett  of  London  in  regard  to 
NewBngland  Baptists,  192;  draft  of  flrst 
charter  loaned  him  by  Dr.  Btlles,  196. 

CBBLMsroHD,  Baptist  cburcb  taxed  to 
parish  teachers,  260. 

Chiu>,  Cromel,  signed  the  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  017 ;  daughter  married 
James  MitchelTarnum,  94. 

Chiu>,  John,  extends  with  others  call  to 
Manning  in  behalf  of  Warren  Baptist 
church,  01. 

Chiu>,  Sylvester,  of  Warren,  Baptist 
Trustee,  17T0,B49;  signed  Original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  617 ;  chairman  of  Com- 
mittee to  purchase  materials  for  College 
building  In  Warren,  110;  present  at 
final  meeting  to  determine  location  of 
College,  121 ;  votes  in  favor  of  ProvU 
dence,  126;  member  of  committee  to 
carry  on  building  of  College  edifice  In 
Providence,  114, 139,  ISO;  appointed  on 
committee  to  draft  address  to  Conti- 
nental Congress,  288 ;  daughter  married 
Charles  Thompson,  100. 

CHniSTiAH  MtHiS'rar,  Manning's  charge 
to  candidates  for,  471, 472. 

Ckubcb  militant,  401. 

C1BCI11.AB  IiXTTKS  of  Warren  Association, 
1789,  prepared  by  Manning,  SO,  81. 

CrTti.  AMD  RsLiaiocB  LmasTT,  better  un- 
derstood In  New  England  after  the  war, 
390. 

CnABmaK,  Richard,  answer  to  Richard 
Allen's  essay  on  singing,  cited,  215. 

Clasx,  Henry  C,  erected  monument  to 
memory  of  Ebenezei  Knight  Dexter,  68. 

Cube,  William,  benefactor  of  the  Col- 
lege, received  degree  ol  A.  H.,  84 ;  Cal- 
vinlstio  Baptist  minister  In   London, 
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able  to  read  Qreelc,  344;  portr^t  Id 
Bippon'i  BapUat  ReRiater,  tST. 

CI.ASKI,  John,  loe;  baptized  in  Sftekonk 
RiTST,  206. 

Clakxs,  Joaeph,  signer  to  original  peti- 
tion for  cbarter, BIT;  name  mentioned 
in  preamble,  SIT. 

Clabkb,  Joihua,  of  Hopkinton,  aigaer  to 
orl|{lnal  petition  for  charter,  SIT ;  Cor- 
porator,S36i  ChartsrTrastee.saSi  Bap- 
tist Trnstee.  mo,  B*9. 

CU.KKB,  Captain  Peleg,  309. 

CLsmat  In  Conneotlent,  hare  great  polit- 
ical Influence,  329. 

Ci-nnaTof  'Sevr  England,  inTsterate,  en- 
mity of  coirarda  the  College,  192; 
"  Thank  God  they  don't  govern  the 
world,"  193. 

Clihtoh's  New  York  brigade,  Oano  chap- 
lain of,  38. 

Clock  of  Flrat  Bsptiit  meeting-bonae, 
account  of,  224.  ' 

CI.THBB,  of  PbUadetphla,  threatened  with 
banishment  to  New  Tock.  323. 

CaCHRUra,  Surgeon-Genetal  at  Teat 
Point,  328. 

CoDDraoTOX,  OoTemor  of  Rhode  Island, 
atatement  in  regard  to  Roger  WUliaiua 
and  hla  baptism,  IW,  901. 

Cob,  Cartts.  gtadnated  in  class  of  ITTS, 
2»1, 

CornM,  Paul,  signer  to  the  original  peti- 
tion for  a  charter,  SIT. 

CoLBUKH,  Josiah,  represented  Baptist 
ohutch,  Boston,  at  first  meeting  of  War- 
ren Aasociatton,  TO. 

C01.BT,  Gardner,  of  Orange,  M.  J,,  Bap- 
tist Trnstee. 

Coi>CHK8TBn,  N.  H.,  case*  of  anffering  for 
oppreuion  reported  to  Warren  Aaso4da> 
Uon,  166. 

CoLa,  A.,  IM. 

Cole,  Benjamin,  eztenda  with  otbera 
call  to  Manning  to  become  pastor  of 
Warren  church,  01;  represents  Warren 
chnrcb  at  first  meeting  of  (be  Aasocia- 
tion,  TB, 


OoLK,  Bbeneaer,  member  of  committee  to 
extend  call  to  Manning  in  New  Jeraey, 
48;  extenda  with  othera  call  to  Uan- 
ning  to  become  pastor  of  the  church, 
01 ;  apiKiinted  In  behalf  of  tfae  church 
to  request  Manning  to  attend  a  church 
meeting,  143. 

CoLB,  John,  Postmaster  of  Providence, 
signed  memorial  in  faror  of  the  Col- 
lege, IIQ;  continued  on  a  committae  of 
the  town  to  lay  before  the  Corporatian 
the  Providence  aabscriptions,  118- 

COLK,  Robert,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Rhode  Island,  202. 

COLSS,  Baqnlre,  48. 

CoLKs,  Benjamin,  paitor  of  Baptist 
church  at  Hopewell.  319,  320, 324. 

Coi.£.KaE,  Baptist,  settled  "In  the  Bhoda 
Island  GoTemment"  through  the  ef- 
torta  ol  Morgan  Edwards,  13 ;"  Baptlata 
hare  begun  Collt^  of  their  own,"  may 
never  imagine  to  oooftne  Chriet  or  hia 
chnrcb  to  the  College  for  minUtera,  6S; 
Warren  selected  tor  first  location,  con- 
tinued there  six  years,  4T-10T;  removAd 
to  Providence  In  ITTO,  comer-atone  of 
the  building  laid  in  May,  136;  land< 
originally  oomprlaed  eight  acr«a,  cott 
$730,  104;  Manning,  Howell,  and  atti- 
dents  left  Warren  for  Providence  Fri- 
day, May  4,  ITTO,  143;  Manning's  aeeonnt 
of  in  1T71,  unreasonable  opposition  made 
against  It  by  the  Congregatlonalista  ot 
New  England,  IT3;  bitterness  ot  Con- 
gregatlonalists  towards,  iUuBtrated  in 
letter  from  Morgan  Edwards,  1T4 ;  In 
keeping  with  the  opposition  and  nn- 
friendlinesa  axperlenced  by  Roger  Wll- 
liama,  ITO;  clergy  of  the  Standing  Order 
nee  all  their  endeavors  to  prevent 
scholars  from  coming  to  a  Baptist  Col- 
lege, ITT;  liberal  and  catholic,  aiming 
at  the  good  of  mankind,  180;  apparatna 
oonsLsta  of  pair  ot  globes,  two  micro- 
scopes, and  an  electrical  machine,  181 ; 
"  jealous  eye  with  which  other  denomi- 
nations behold  this  Infant  Seminary," 
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1S3 ;  enemlea  of  the  Instltotton,  no  wrltM 
Nlcbolu  Brown,  doing  what  tnisohief 
the7  can  by  dlscouraglnK  sctialan  from 
coming  here,  183 ;  bletor;  of  to  ba  pra- 
pared  by  Manning,  and  copies  sent  to 
England,  Z3fi,  242,  SM.3&3,2GT,ZD8i  Han* 
ning'a  history  In  1TT3,  publiahad  In  Doo- 
umenCary  History  of  Broirn  Univer- 
sity, 236;  detail  of  facM  and  111  will 
toward,  given  In  a  tetter  to  RyUnd, 
312-3i  numb«Tof  scbolarainlTTStblrty, 
213;  Solomon  Drowne  recited  with  flret 
clasithat  met  in  the  new  College  balld- 
Ing,  1T71,  246;  Drowne'e  diary  giving 
college  studies  in  1TT0-T3, 246-47  ;  thlrty- 
■Ix  Btndentsln  1774,262;  committee  of 
■color  class,  )T7S,  pnbUsh  oommunioa- 
tlon  la  Frovidmce  OozeUa,  286;  conrse 
of  stadlea  enspended  and  bnllding  oocn- 
pled  lor  barracks  and  aa  hospital  from 
Dec.  T,  1TT6,  nntll  May  2T,  1T82,  39S; 
nambar  of  students  in  17T0,  17T2, 1TT3, 
1TT4, 17TS,  293 ;  students  engaged  In  the 
great  revival  ot  1T74-7G,  296-97 ;  acconnt 
of  expected  by  Benjamin  Wallin  before 
the  war,  300;  Judge  Howell  resigns  his 
profeeaoTshlp  In  ITTB,  311:  efforts  to  re- 
vive InstrnctlotL  In  1780,  333;  seal, 
which  hadbustsoftbelKlag  and  Queen, 
broken,  and  committee  appointed  to 
make  new  one, 337;  "only  Baptist  in- 
stitution on  the  continent,"  310;  in  view 
of  the  smallness  of  the  funds  Manning 
often  to  go  abroad  and  solicit  snbacrlp- 
tlous,  340;  device  for  College  seal  ap- 
proved ly  Corporation,  319;  founded  in 
1764,  small  beglnniags  and  small  en- 
dowments, 3M ;  not  yet  received  a  name 
tor  want  of  some  distinguished  bene- 
factor, 360;  twelve  students  in  Novem- 
ber, 1782,  College  waiting  for  a  name, 
has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  inter- 
ests ot  religion,  civil  liberty,  and  the 
progress  ot  the  Baptist  denomination, 
361 ;  instrumental  in  greatly  promoting 
Baptist  principles  and  the  spread  of 
civil  and  religions  liberty,  365;   AUn- 


nlng  writes  to  Thomas  Llewelyn,  of 
London,  requesting  him  to  patronize  the 
InstilutioD,  and  give  it  a  name,  368-70; 
those  inimical  to  the  Baptists  exceed- 
ing vigilant  to  prevent  its  growth,  369; 
Clronlar  I<etter  ot  Warren  Association 
In  1783,  commending  the  College  and 
urging  contributions  toward  its  sup- 
port, 371 ;  consists  o(  thirteen  members 
in  March,  1T81,  and  twenty-two  mem- 
ber* in  August,  370, 3SB;  promises  bet- 
ter than  at  any  former  period,  387-6 ;  at 
the  oommeocement  of  the  war  in  a 
growing  state,  forty  students  and  a 
good  I«tin  School  in  the  College  edi- 
fice, 389;  number  of  stndents  in  Sep- 
tember, 1784,  thirty,  one  Tutor,  and 
small  Latin  School,  390;  Institntionhaa 
greatly  contrlhuted  to  the  perpetuity  of 
Baptist  denomination,  SBO;  number  of 
students  in  July,  1785,  thirty-five,  one 
lately  converted,  403;  contlnnes  to  In- 
oreaae,  400,  414;  petition  to  Congresa 
for  rents  and  damage  to  bnllding  dur- 
ing the  war,  address  to  David  Howell, 
418 ;  number  of  students  In  April,  1786, 
about  fifty,  429;  Manning  induced  to 
aooept  an  appointment  to  Congress  in 
hope  to  benefit  the  College,  431 ;  wonld 
flourish  greatly  but  for  the  ecarcity  of 
money,  431;  named  Brown  University' 
after  Nicholas  Brown,  4ti;  still  destl- 
tnte  of  a  steward,  no  commons,  444; 
students  delinquent  In  paying  bills, 
445;  hasmorestudents  than  ever,  June, 
1788,  157;  several  students  down  with 
the  measles,  a  few  under  serious  im- 
pressions, 47T ;  Washington's  visit  to,  in 
1700,  480-1;  receives  degree  ot  LL.  D., 
482;  affairs  not  proeperous,  number  of 
students,  June,  1T91,  about  fitty-dva, 
493;  established  in  Rhode  Island  b*- 
canse  the  Legislature  was  chiefly  In  the 
hands  of  Baptists,  B14;  origin  ot  as- 
cribed by  some  to  the  teachings  and 
silent  Influence  of  Bishop  Berkeley, 
S12;  Baokos's  account  of  the  origin  of, 
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B2»-31.    S««  also    BRowir   Uxitumitt, 

CBAKTEK,      CoKPOBJ.TIOIt,       ComfBITOX- 
HKKT,  CoIXBOKEdDTCK,  COIJ.BQS  LAWI, 

Latix  School,  and  Ulbkino. 
CoiXBflK  Edifick,  now  DnlTeraity  Hall, 
to  b«  on  the  Bame  plan  as  tbat  of  Piinoe- 
ton.  122;  workmen  began  U>  'brsak 
gronnd  (or,  Tuesday,  Match  2T,  ITTO, 
139:  corner-atone  laid  Hay  14,  13S,1S1; 
ToM  ot  the  Corporation  that  It  b«  100 
leet  long,  46  feet  wide,  and  4  atories 
high,  140;  the  "  FoQT  Brothers"  aa- 
aume  charge  of  the  building,  Ifil ;  de- 
acrlptlon  ot  givan  b;  Hannlng  In  his 
correspondeaoe,  and  tn  Frovidenet  Oa- 
wfte,  102,  UQ,  16S,  ISI;  enKMvlng  ol, 
with  Prealdent'a  hooie  and  garden  a* 
it  waa  In  Manning's  time,  15T;  lower 
rooma finiahed Match  30,  ITTS,  183;  Cor- 
poration makea  application  to  Qenerat 
Aaaemblj'  to  forward  memorial  to  Con- 
tinental Congreas  tot  remuneration  for 
rents  and  damage  during  war,  333;  re- 
peated applications,  act  for  eompeDa»- 
tlon  finally  passed  by  Congress  in  April, 
1800,  334;  taken  for  use  of  American 
troops  and  Frenob  army  from  Dec.  IT, 
me,  until  MayST,  IT82,  335,  389;  anb- 
aciiption  opened  tor  ralaing  £900  for 
purpose  of  repairing,  petition  to  Oen- 
erai  Assembly  detailing  damages,  etc., 
337-38;  account  ot  ita  use  during  the 
war  In  letter  to  "  Hla  Moat  Chiiatlan 
Majesty,"  3C3;  all  the  rootoa  In  two 
lower  Btoriee  now  full.  July,  1784,  must 
go  directly  to  fln lulling  third  and  fourth 
atorleH,  3X8;  Manning  writes  to  Judge 
Howell  about  an  application  to  Con- 
gress for  damages,  397;  John  Brown 
about  finishing  third  story,  March,  1T8S, 
398. 

CoLLBOE  Laws  and  Cdbtomb,  based  upon 
those  in  College  of  New  Jersey,  264 ;  In 
1TT4,  given  In  full  from  Enoch  Pond's 
manuscript  copy,  264-3TS;  enacted  by 
the  Corporation  in  1TS3,  3BS~0g, 

CoLLBOE  OF  New  Jirsbt,  now  Princeton 


Dniveraity,  established  by  PT«abyt«- 
riana,  toanded  in  1T46,  nnder  the  an- 
aplces  ot  Synod  ot  Kew  York,  20, 2S ;  llitt 
etlorta  for  in  connection  with  flrat 
Bchlam  in  Presbyterian  Church,  Jona- 
than Dickinson,  first  President,  leader 
of  the  Old  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  also 
leader  of  new  Synod  ot  Xew  Tork,  2S; 
College  owea  its  origin,  in  part,  to  ez- 
pnlalon  of  David  Brainard  and  the 
Cleveland  brothera  from  Tale,  20;  Brat 
located  at  Elisabetfatown,  removed  to 
Newark,  and  then  to  Priuoeton,  3S;  re- 
quirements tot  admission,  laws  and' 
cnatoms,  2S-31 ;  ta)D:da  increaaed  by 
lotterlea,  187.    See  Muixnra. 

CoLLHtB,  Mr.,  322,  Xa. 

CoLLiMS,  George  L.,  of  Providence,  Qua- 
ker TruBte«,  SBO. 

CoLtTMBU  COU.BIUI  Qnder  Episcopal  con- 
trol, MS. 

CoLwiu.,  Franids,  City  Solicitor,  HS; 
submits  to  Appellate  Division  ot  Su- 
preme Conrt,  in  behalf  of  dty,  brief, 
contending  that  tt  is  conatitatlonally 
illegal,  etc,,  to  exempt  College  bom 
taxation,  048-49. 

CoLuiri,  Governor,  casta  decisive  vote  of 
Senate  concnrrlng  with  Lower  Hoosa 
In  calling  Convention,  478. 

CoMMXHCBiiBKT  On  QrBt  Wednesday  In 
September,  Warren  Association  to 
meet  Tuesday  after,  77;  First  Com- 
mencement in  Warren,  Sept.  7,  1760, 
red-letter  day,  full  account,  sketches  of 
graduates,  etc.,  82-107;  custom  of  a 
Commencement  Bermon  Inaugurated  by 
Morgan  Edwards,  SO;  Smith,  StlUman, 
and  Baldwin,  the  usual  preachers,  96; 
aecond  Commencement  held  in  Snow'a 
meeting-house,  Providence,  1770,  ac- 
count of,  163-165;  third,  1771.  179-]80; 
fourth,  1TT2,  Smltb'a  diary,  cited,  ac- 
count In  Proiiidenct  Otmtu,  188-190; 
fifth,  1773,  objections  made  on  the 
ground  that  members  ot  the  Senior 
class  were  not  orators,  246;  account  ot 
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exerclH*  from  dluy  ol  Solomon 
DrowneiStT;  UHinlng'BcliBrgatognd- 
natlngolau, 248-249;  Smith's dUr7 ^v- 
Ing  account  ol  Commencement  week, 
2G0;  alzth,  1TT4,  held  loi  the  laat  time 
in  Ur.  Snow's  meetinf^hoiiH,  ocoonnt 
Iroro  Provid«nee  Qtmtte,  360-361 ;  ins, 
committee  from  Senioi  olus  addieM 
communication  to  Prealdent  And  Pro- 
fesaoi  requsatlng  that  there  be  no 
Commencement  exerclaes  on  acoonnt 
of  the  war,  Faculty  accede  to  reque«t, 
battles  of  Lexington,  Concord,  and 
Bunker  Hill,  absorb  public  attention, 
286-388 ;  1TT6,  held  M  uaaal,  and  for  the 
flrat  time  In  the  new  Baptist  meeting- 
honse,  last  one  held  during  the  Wai, 
291-292;  1TS3,  public  exercisst  resumed. 
Dr.  Bttllman  piaached  an  animating 
sermon  from  Luke  xv.  |32,  no  record  of 
order  of  exercises,  Pn>i>{<j«nca  Oaitltt, 
cited,  3U-3Ut;  IT83,  Manning's  aoconnt 
of.  In  letter  to  David  Howell,  "  equal 
to  any  ever  had,"  34T;  diary  of  Hese- 
kiah  Smith  respecting,  349;  1TS6,  exer- 
cises resumed,  Manning  In  Kew  York 
as  a  member  of  Congress,  442 ;  ITST,  ao- 
acount  of,  Me-44T;  1T88,  account  of, 
ezerdset  as  usual  continued  through 
the  day,  concourse  ot  people  pro- 
digious, 4fiT-4A8;  1T89,  Manning's  charge 
to  graduating  clasa,  470-472;  ITSO, 
last  Commencement  at  wbicb  Man- 
ning presided,  twenty-two  took  their 
degree,  largest  number  that  had  ever 
graduated,  481-482;  accounts  of  Com- 
mencements tot  the  years  1T89-1801 
published  in  tbe  fonr  volumea  of  Blp- 
pon'i  Annual  Begister,  487. 

CoMKKTCuixKT  Bt  Tate  In  1772,  Smith  and 
Howell  attended  and  received  degree 
ol  A.  M.,  189. 

CoMMKBCiAL  embarrassments  multiplied. 
42S. 

ComorrBB  oit  Obibtuicbi  ot  Warren 
Association,  166;  advise  their  agent  to 
write  to  the  churches  not  to  give  in  any 


more  certtflcatea,  361 ;  to  meet  May  26, 
1774,  In  Boston,  If  no  redress  is  granted 
will  apply  to  the  King  throngh  their 
London  agents,  2S7;  members  ol,  in 
1TS4,  380. 

CoMMiTTU  or  iMsncnoM,  1T7S,  283. 

CoMKONB,  rules  concerning  In  1T74,  stew* 
ards,  etc.,  273-2TS;  board  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence  In  1784,  380. 

CoHrrox,  William,  IM. 

CojUTOCK,  Andrew,  of  Providence,  Bap- 
tUt  Tmstee,  BSO. 

CoMUtiCDT  IsLAJii),  nine  miles  In  length, 
threatening  demands  on,  deserted  on 
aoconnt  of  the  War,  286,  389. 

CoHnT,  Jeremiah,  name  omitted  in  Stiles 
draft  of  charter,  B90;  Corporator,  D36; 
Charter  Fallow,  538;  one  ol  the  two 
Baptist  ministers  In  New  England  In 
17IUS  who  had  a  liberal  education,  64; 
present  at  flrat  meeting  ot  Corporation, 
62. 

CoKVEDBMTioH,  articles  ot  ntterly  inad- 
equate to  the  purposes  of  government, 
424;  inefficient  to  promote  social  order 
and  protect  paramonnt  Interests,  448. 

CoHoaass  pasaedan  act,  AprlllS, 1800,  for 
relief  of  Corporation  of  the  College,  334. 

COMOnBBS    O'    THX     COHROUATIDa,    OsO- 

eral  Vamnm  appointed  a  delegate  to  In 
ITSO,  OB ;  in  1770  reduced  to  a  very  low 
ebb,  the  ablest  mambera  having  left  It, 
313 ;  members  ot  entitled  to  a  good  liv- 
ing. If  not.  Manning  begs  to  know  who 
are,  397;  In  1788  obliged  to  adjourn  for 
wantof  sufficient  namber  of  states  rep- 
resented, members  alarmed  at  present 
crisis,  empty  treasury,  collection  of 
taxes  postponed,  etc.,  438. 

CoKQUOATiOKAL  CoDBta.GranvUle  Sharp 
on,  409, 410. 

CoKOuaATiOHii.  Society  In  Providence 
organized  In  1730,211. 

CoxaaKOATioMAUBT  ministers  in  Massa- 
chusetts, twelve  members  of  the  Fed- 
eral Convention  voted  In  tavoi  ot  the 
Constitution,  4S0. 
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0oiiaKBOATioKAi.in8,  oppoimon  o(  to  the 
Charter  «nd  to  the  College  m  stated  by 

Morgan  Bdwards,  S2T-B29;  ol  New 
Hampshire  require  Baptist*  to  paytbelr 
mliiLsMr,  ITl;  Inveterste  enmity  of  the 
New  EnglODCl  clergy  toward  the  Col- 
lege, "thank  Ood,  they  don't  govern 
the  world,"  192-193;  clergy  of  Ashfleld 
bnsy  in  oollsctlng  scandatons  reports 
respecting  the  Baptists,  19S;  detail  of 
facts  and  inataaces  of  ill  will  toward 
the  College,  242-2*3;  In  Cambridge, 
Brookfield,  Woodstock,  and  other 
places,  make  distress  in  1774  on  the 
Baptlau,  381-2;  whole  congregations 
embrace   Baptist  principles,  306.    Sea 

PEnOBAFTIBTS,    PuSBTTCKlAHl,    SlAJTD- 

ma  Ohdeb,  Comirrm  ox  Gbuvakcbs, 
Cbaxtsk,  Wakkih  Aasociatiok,  etc. 

CotiNBCTicvT,  aided  thedlstressed  inhab- 
itants of  Bhode  Island  daring  the  War, 
309;  invasion  of  by  the  British  nndar 
QovernoT  Tyron,  of  Hew  York,  324. 

CoNNBcncDT  Fabub,  residence  of  John 
Btites,  MannlDg'e  father-in-law,  S5,  331, 
326. 

CoHOi.i.r,  Mr.,  322. 

CoNTinsNTAi.  CoiraKBH,  proposed  by 
Providence,  May  II,  1774,  In  town  meet- 
ing, 260;  Backussenttoby  Warren  As- 
sociation as  agent  to  secure  for  Baptist 
churches  religious  liberty,  aoconnt  of 
meeting  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  27tf-380; 
principal  meaanrea  adopted  by  First 
Congress,  2S0. 

CoNTiHENTAi.  Fast,  Hay  6, 1779,  31S. 

CoiTTiHBiiTAL  Fannr,  328. 

CoKTtMBHTAi.  Stou,  Manning  preaahes 


480. 

Cook's  "  Story  of  the  Baptists,"  cited,  10. 

CooEB,  Amasa,  graduate  at  Commence- 
ment ol  1770,  291. 

CooKB,  Nicholas,  chairman  o(  Auditing 
Committee  on  College  building,  took 


his  engagement  as  Trustee  in  17E9,  Bap- 
tist, though  in  commnnion  with  Mr. 
Snow's  chnrcb,  196;  present  at  flnal 
meeting  of  Corporation  to  determine 
location  ot  the  College,  121;  Bapdn 
Trustee  In  1770,  H9;  one  of  the  liberal 
subecrlberi  toward  the  College  edifice, 
1B7 ;  member  of  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tlou,  283;  famous  "War  Governor," 
appointed  to  office  in  place  of  Ooveraor 
Wanton,  deposed,  2S4;  present  at  meet- 
ings of  Corporation  In  17M  and  17SZ, 
333,335;  Welcome  Arnold  chosen  Trus- 
tee in  1783  in  room  of  Governor  Cooke, 
deceased,  348. 

CooKi,  Silas,  signer  to  original  petition 
for  charter,  SIT. 

CooMBB,  John,  presents  with  others  call 
to  Manning  to  become  pastor  ot  Warren 
church,  SO. 

CooNBR,  John,  Jr.,  pupil  of  Manning's 
Latin  School,  62. 

COBUXB,  Captain,  of  Killlngly,  314, 331. 

CoBx,  Ireland,  Morgan  Edwards  pastor 
of  Baptist  chorch  in,  12. 

ConnsLi.,  Qideon,  signer  of  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  517. 

ConPOBATiON,  first  annual  meeting  held 
in  Newport,  first  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember, 17S1,  02;  second  annual  meet- 
ing held  in  Colony  House,  Newport, 
1765,  53;  brief  sketches  ot  members 
present,  extracts  from  records,  S4-S8; 
special  meeting  held  in  Newport,  Nov. 
20, 1766,  to  consider  Morgan  Edwards's 
offer  to  go  to  Europe  and  solicit  funds, 
69;  September,  1707,  extracts  from  reo- 
ords,  S8;  Smith's  diary  respecting,  T4; 
September,  1768,  extracts  from  records, 
69,  109;  sixth  annual  meeting  held  in 
Warren,  September,  1769,  81;  record* 
in  reference  to  College  building,  110, 
HI;  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
complete  model,  139;  vote  desiring 
Heiekiah  Smith  to  solicit  benefactions 
In  the  South,  145;  copy  of  credentials, 
146;  special  meeting  on  the  question  of 
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p«imaneDt  locadon  ol  tbe  College  held 
In  Newport,  Mot.  14-16,  1769,  extracts 
from  records,  113;  citation  for  another 
meetlns.  118;  special  and  final  meeting 
to  determine  permanent  location  held 
in  Warren,  Feb.  7  and  8, 1770,  proceed- 
Ingi,  votes,  etc.,  "Resolved,  Tbat  tbe 
aaid  edifice  be  bnllt  in  the  town  of 
Providence,  and  there  be  contlnasd 
torever,"  120-138;  all  the  Baptist  min- 
leters  present  appointed  a  committee  to 
wait  on  Pieeident  Manning,  and  request 
him  to  go  with  the  College  to  Provi- 
dence, 111;  special  meeting  held  In 
Warren,  April  ZB,  17T0,  called  on  acconnt 
of  application  to  General  AjBembljr  for 
•notber  college  to  be  located  In  New- 
port, memorial  and  remonstrance  pre- 
pared by  committee  of  five  and  pre- 
sented to  General  Assembly,  131-131; 
voted  that  the  President's  salary  be 
£100,  lawtnl  money,  142;  annual  meet- 
ing, September,  1770,  held  In  Frovl- 
denee  for  first  time,  vote  in  favor  o( 
children  otJews  being  admitted  to  Col- 
lege, vote  of  thanks  on  receipt  ol  Haze- 
kiafa  Smith's  account  of  donations  and 
■nbscrlptlonB,  ISO;  voted,  that  the 
Chancellor,  President,  and  Secretary 
be  committee  to  anthorise  any  one  to 
"  take  and  collect  sobscrtptlons  In  any 
part  of  the  world,"  1S8;  extract  from 
records,  ISS;  September.  1771,  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  Col- 
lege edifice  submitted  by  Nicholas 
Brown  &  Co.,  In  behalf  of  Building 
Committee,  lfi3-lDfi;  report  of  auditing 
committee  and  vote  of  thanks,  106; 
September,  1772,  votes  relative  to  Col- 
lege edifice,  U7;  vote  suggesting  that 
the  President  solicit  donations  in  En- 
rope,  190;  September,  17T3,  167:  David 
Howell  eVected  Fellow,  290;  September, 
1774,  proceedings. 263-264;  thanks  voted 
to  John  Oano  for  bis  endeavors  to  pro- 
mote sabscribtlons  in  the  South,  158; 
September,  17T6,  ten  young  men  ad- 
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mltted  to  degree  of  A.  B.,  John  Brown 
elected  Treasurer. 2S8;  September,  17T6, 
account  of  meeting,  292;  September, 
1777,  conferred  degrees  in  the  new  meet- 
ing-honse,  no  Commencement,  307;  May 
B,  1780,  sparJal  meeting.  333:  no  records 
kept  during  the  War,  330;  September, 
1782,  committee  appointed  to  draft  pe- 
tition to  Congress  for  compensation  for 
rent  and  damage  to  College  edifice  dur- 
ing the  War,  334;  Bept.  14,  1T82,  meet- 
ing fully  attended,  account  of  proceed- 
ings, seven  admitted  to  degree  of  A.  B., 
changes  made  In  Charter,  petition  to 
General  Assembly  respecting  College 
edifice,  330-338;  Jan.  27,  1783,  special 
meeting,  extract  from  records,  34S; 
September,  1783,  account  of  proceed- 
ings In  letter  from  Manning  to  Judgs 
Howell,  34S-6 ;  diary  of  Hezekiah  Smith 
respecting,  349;  most  Important  busi- 
ness confirming  and  ratifying  new  di- 
gest of  College  laws,  3U;  Jan.  7,  1784, 
special  meeting,  address,  and  petltlot^ 
to  King  of  France  read  and  approvegl, 
300;  address  In  full  copied  from  origi- 
nal document,  30O-fiI;  September,  17S4, 
voted,  that  the  President  nee  his  in- 
fluence to  establish  a  grammar  school 
as  an  appendage  to  tbe  College,  3S7; 
March.  13,  1TS6,  special  meeting,  ab- 
sence granted  to  President  Manning  to 
sttln  CongressasadelegatefromBhode 
Island,  Rev.  Perez  Fobes,  LL.  D.,  of 
Kaynham,  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  College  In  hli  absence,  426;  Aug. 
17, 1790,  special  meeting,  481 ;  April  13, 
1791,  special  meeting.  Manning  notified 
Corporation  to  look  out  for  a  successor 
to  take  his  place,  4M ;  Friday,  July  28, 
1791,  special  meeting,  death  of  Manning 
announced,  49S;  Corporation  erect  a 
stone  to  the  memory  of  Manning, 
Inscription  npon  from  pen  of  Judge 
Howell,  003, 000. 
CoasKT,  Bama,  received  degree  of  A.  M., 
361. 


,v  Google 


570  un 

Cotton,  Jobn,  of  Boston,  196;  chnrcti 
a«Qt  daputatloii  to  chuteh  in  Porta- 
mouth,  R.  I.,  197. 

CoTTOit's  society,  Piovldenco,  Deacon 
Joseph  Snowand  others  withdrew  from 
In  1743,  Kud  founded  society  of  "  New 
Lights,"  163. 

CocESBB  of  Instruction  In  1783,  3E9-3S6. 

CoDBT  OF  St.  JAiiai,  Ashfleld  act  o^ 
pressing  BaplUts  and  Quakers  disal- 
lowed at  168-69. 

CoTBHAHT  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Wat- 
ten,  preaerved  In  Manning's  handwrit- 
ing, 48 ;  regarded  as  the  creed  of  the 
church,  49. 

CoTKirrBT  Baptist  Chatch  Six  Principle 
Id  1764.  73. 

CovBT,  Ml.,  of  Farmington,  310. 

Cbah,  Wadley,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
161. 

Crambbrrt,  324, 326. 

Cranstov  Baptist  Church,  Six  Principle 
in  1764, 73. 

Cbrdit,  public.  Impaired,  425, 

Cross,  Mr.,  of  New  Wlosor,  317. 

CvMBERi.A)n>  Baptist  Church,  Six  Princi- 
ple tn  1764,73. 

CuMKiNos,  Abraham,  oration  In  Hebrew, 
tn  1776.  291. 

CoRRiii,  Robert,  153. 

Cdrbbhcy,  alanning  state  of  in  1779,  313. 

CORTIS,  Mr.,  son-in-law  of  R.  Robinson, 
490. 

CusHiNO,  Thomas,  attends  conference 
with  Baptists  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  278. 

Curmra,  3.  S.,  articles,  cited,  21.  914-15. 

Dal  Vbrmb  of  Milan,  Count,  present  at 
Commencement,  1783, 347 ;  anecdote  re- 
specting, 349-90. 

Dahbvbt,  Ct.,  TuiDs  of  affecting,  marked 
with  traces  of  British  inhumanity,  329. 

DARnr,  Henry,  committee  o(  White  Clay 
Creek  met  at  his  house,  Morgan  Ed- 
wards pteaent,  13. 

Darbt.  WUli&m, deacon  in  Scotch  Plains 
church,  33, 34. 


Dark  Dat  of  1T80,  WillUms's 
cited,  310. 

Dabtmodth  Collbob,  charter  obtained 
by  Dr.  Wheelock,  designed  originally 
as  a  school  for  the  poor  Indi&ns.  178 ; 
expenses  greater  than  at  Rhode  Island 
College.  491 ;  case  of,  defended  by  Daniel 
Webster  before  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  S31. 

DARTMODTff,  Lord,  benefactor  of  Dart- 
mouth College.  369. 

Dauqhtbbs  of  Liberty,  87. 

Davshpokt's  at  Newfoundland,  318, 327- 

David,  Ebenezer,  Taledlctorlanof  class  of 
17T2,  converted  in  College,  chaplain  in 
the  army,  190:  one  of  the  best  of  in- 
264. 


Davis,  Isaac,  of  Worcester,  member  of 
committee  of  five  on  question  of  taxa- 
tion, M6. 

Davis,  John,  pupil  of  Isaac  Eaton  at 
Hopewell  Academy,  9;  name  omitted 
In  Btiles  draft  of  charter,  S20;  Baptist 
Fellow  in  1T70,  6S0;  received  degree  ot 
A.  M.  at  First  Commencement,  SI; 
chairman  o(  committee  to  present  peti- 
tions to  General  Court  of  Massschn- 
setts  respecting  persecutions  of  Bap- 
tists, 78 ;  on  committee  to  draft  inatmo 
tlons  and  prepare  model  tor  College 
building  in  Warren,  110,111;  menaber 
ot  Committee  on  Gnevattces,  16S;  ap- 
pointed agent  ot  the  churches.  168. 

Davis,  Samuel.  321,  32S. 

Dawson.  Mr.,  a  Sabbatarian  Baptist,  299. 

Dat,  Robert,  Baptist  minister  recom- 
mended by  Ryland  for  honors  of  the 
College.  174;  able  to  read  Greek,  349. 

DATroM.  Dr.,  326;  executor  of  eatat«  of 
John  Stites,  342. 

Dbad  Bivbb,  3Q6. 
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Dbcuhationh  on  the  stage  in  1774,268; 
in  1T83,  3S6. 

DCCLAKATIOIt     OF     iHDKrBXDXKCB,     STgn- 

menta  of,  set  forth  by  William  Williams 
at  First  Commencement,  tn  1769, 87-88; 
adopted  in  Jnly,  1776,  event  celebrated 
in  Providence,  Jul;  26,  291. 

Dbdbam,  Ezebiel  Holliman  one  of  tbe 
fouiidenof,200. 

Djcbxtibu),  Baptist  cburch  conatitntedln 
1770, 161. 

Dkhhu,  Captain,  319, 320, 

DKmtiB,  John,  pupil  in  Manning's  Latin 
School,  62;  graduate  In  class  of  1770, 
ISlj  received  degree  of  A.  M.  In  1773, 
247. 

DBNHI8,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John,  and 
wife  of  Ttichard  StUes,  93. 

DnTBB,  Ebenezer  £nlght.  Bon-in-law  of 
David  Howell,  monument  to  bis  mem- 
ory erected  by  Honty  C.  Clark,  68. 

Deitbb,  Gregory,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  Baptist  church,  203;  elder 
of,  208. 

DicKiMBOH,  Jonathaa,  first  President  of 
College  of  New  Jersey.  24,  25. 

DuNBT's  memoirBot  HoUis,  cited,  160. 

DisiBNTKBa  in  England  not  allowed  bells 
or  steeples,  223. 

DrrruH's  work  on  Flazlons,  214. 

Dio  Cjissn  Hbstoru  Roiiaha,  superb 
copy,  contains  Llewelyn's  book-mark, 
368. 

Doddkhmie'b  Lectures,  3D6. 

DoooBTT,  Simeon,  class  of  1788,  Tutor, 
Commencement  oration  on  death  of 
Manning,  COO-SOS. 

I>oiuiak(b,  John,  roceived  degree  of  A. 
B.  in  1774,  261;  Snt  Librarian  of  the 
College.  262;  on  committee  with  Man- 
ning in  favor  of  public  schools,  463. 

IkytY,  Samnel,  elder  In  Scotch  Plains 
Cburcb,  33,  31. 

D0UQ1.ASB,  cases  of  suffering  In  reported 
to  Warren  Association,  166, 

DKAcirr,  birthplace  of  James  U.  Varnan. 


Dkakb,  Nathaniel,  lands  adjoin  farm  of 
Jamos  Manning,  23. 

Dbake,  Rebecca,  wile  of  Joseph  Fitz  Bau- 
dolpb,  and  grandmother  of  President 
Manning.  23. 

Dbakb,  Samuel,  elder  in  Scotch  Plains 
ohnrch,  33,  34. 

Dkouoht  in  1782,  "  affecting,"  Warren 
Association  held  apecial  prayer  meet- 
ing on  account  of,  330, 

DxowiTE,  Solomon,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  charter.  030;  member  of 
committee  of  Baptist  church  appointed 
to  wait  on  President  Manning.  214. 

DaowNB,  Solomon,  son  of  above,  vale- 
dictorian of  class  of  m3,  246;  brief 
account  of,  diary,  1770-1773.  151,  246- 
247 ;  further  account  of,  practiced 
medicine,  died  in  ISU,  396;  recom- 
mended by  Manning  to  his  Jersey 
friends,  335;  passenger  to  Loudon  In 
ship  Hope.  303;  Manning's  commenda- 
tion of,  394;  appointed  with  Manning 
and  others  to  make  out  catalogue  of 
Library,  317 ;  chosen  Fellow  in  room  of 
Doct.  Babcock,  348;  references  to,  407, 
411,414,432.    SeeLiTTKBS. 

Sbowmx,  Henry  T.,  grandson  of  Doct. 
Solomon,  247. 

Dbowne,  Thomas  S.,  class  of  1B45,  grand- 
son of  Doct.  Solomon,  S,  246. 

DuDDinQSTOH,  Lieutenant,  corresponds 
with  Governor  Wanton  Id  regard  to  the 
Gaspee.  184 ;  wounded  In  attack  on  ths 
Gaspee,  ISO, 

DuHNBR,  Nathaniel,  one  of  Manning's 
particular  friends,  probable  heir  to 
estate  of  Governor  Dummer,  429. 

Dhhoht,  A,  G,,  of  Newport,  gove  to  Dr. 
Sprague  the  Stiles  draft  of  charter,  629. 

DuscAH'e  Logic,  356. 

Ddscan,  John,  of  Haverhill,  accompan- 
ied Smith  to  Providence,  17T3. 2S0. 

DuKCAH,  Samuel  W..ot  Brookllne,  Bap- 
tist Fellow  of  the  UnlversUy,  660. 

DcHKAM,  AEarlah,Corporator,536;  Char- 
ter Trustee,  538. 
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ZhJNHAM,  Co1on«l,  of  Horriatovs,  32T. 

DuHK.  Benjamin,  ons  of  the  acton  In 
aSalt  ot  Osipee,  189. 

I>DHsco»BB,  Thomas,  on  Manning's  list 
for  hoDorar;  degree,  42T,  441. 

DOSEAH,  Ct.,  320. 

Ddbfbb,  Thomas,  cloaa  of  18*6,  delivered 
historical  discourse  at  2S0tb  annfver' 
tarj  ot  Providence.  200;  Baptist  Fel- 
low ot  the  University,  650. 

Dutch,  Ebeaezer,  delivered  valedictory 
oration  on  liberty  at  Commencemaat, 
1776,  291. 

Dwiawt,  Gamaliel  Lyman,  msTTied 
daughter  of  Jndge  Howell,  44T. 

DmoRT,  Gamaliel  Lyman,  Jr.,  great- 
great  grandson  of  Judge  Howetl,  pre- 
sented papers  ol  to  the  writer,  0, 11. 447. 

EABI.K,  Joseph  P.,  ot  New  Tork,  Baptist 
Trustee,  550, 

Bast  Qbesnwich,  44 ;  Baptist  Church,  Six 
Principle  in  17M,  73;  efforts  to  secure 
the  location  ot  the  College,  112;  argu- 
ments In  favor  of,  114-Ilfi. 

KAarcBH  shore  subscribed  for  location  of 
the  College  In  Xewport,  119. 

Eastobrook,  John  and  William,  extend 
with  others  call  to  MaDning  In  behalf 
of  Warren  church,  si. 

Eaitoh,  Jonathan,  ot  Newport,  signed 
original  petition  tor  charter,  617 ;  Qaa- 
ker  Fellow,  IHO,  S60. 

Xabton,  Nlcholoa,  of  Middletowu,  signed 
original  petUioa  tor  charter,  617;  Cor- 
porator, 536;  Charter  Trustee,  S3T ;  Qua- 
ker Trustee,  IT70,  049;  present  at  first 
and  second  meetings  ot  Corporation, 
62,  Ki. 

Xatoh,  Joseph,  father  of  Isaac  Eaton,  9; 
received  degree  ot  A.  M,  in  1772, 189. 

Eaton,  Isaac,  Principal  ot  Hopewell 
Academy,  distinguished  pupils  ot,  brief 
biographical  sketch,  S-IO;  one  ot  the 
founders  of  the  College,  20;  name 
otnitEedin  Stiles  draft  of  charter,  630; 
Corporator,  536;  Charter  Trustee,  638; 


gave  charge  at  Manning's  ordination, 
37;  received  degree  of  A.  M.  at  Com- 
mencenient,  ITTO,  164;  preached  ordina- 
tion sermon  of  William  Rogers,  00. 

Eaton,  David,  son  ot  Isaac,  marriod  a 
Miss  Potts,  eo. 

Eaton,  Joseph,  son  ot  Isaac,  member  of 
first  graduating  class,  married  a  Miss 
Tamer,  practiced  medicine,  90^91. 

Eaton,  Pamela,  daughter  of  Isaac,  mar- 
ried Mr.  Humphreys,  90. 

Eddi,  Samuel,  class  of  1787.  Secretary  of 
State,  Chief  Justice,  brief  biographical 
sketch,  446. 

Edoab,  Janet,  wife  of  Enoch  Maontng, 
sister-ln-law  of  President  Hanalng,  34. 

Bdoax,  Major,  320. 

Bdhohds,  Mr.,  visits  Manning,  337. 

Bdwakds,  James,  benefactor  ot  the  Col- 
lege, received  degree  of  A.  M.  at  First 
Commenceraeut,  84. 

EnwAsne,  Jonathan,  Presldentof  College 
ot  New  Jersey.  26. 

Edwards.  Jonathan,  Jr.,  President  of 
Union  College.  447. 

Bdwakds,  Morgan,  pastor  of  Baptist 
church,  Philadelphia,  prime  mover  in 
the  enterprise  of  founding  and  eudoir- 
ing  Rhode  Island  College,  sketch  of 
character  and  life,  11-18;  accoont  ot 
lite  as  given  in  funeral  sermon  on 
death  of  his  son  Joshua,14-16;  remark- 
able new  Year's  dlsconne,  title  given, 
19;  recantation  ol  Toryism,  IS;  Dtuno 
omitted  In  Stiles  draft  ot  charter,  SSO; 
present  at  sessions  of  Legislature,  per- 
sonal influeuce,  4S;  Corporator,  53S; 
Charter  Fellow,  638;  Baptist  Fellow, 
1T70,  550;  present  at  second  annii*I 
meeting  ot  Corporation,  57;  inspired 
with  renewed  confidence  in  the  College, 
offers  to  go  abroad  and  solicit  fnnda, 
special  meeting  of  Corporation,  offer 
accepted,  credentials,  69;  acconnt  ot 
his  mission  In  England andlrelaBd.  70; 
original  subscription  book  with  gen- 
uine autographs  preserved  in  College 
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Library,  71;  pruent  at  Flnt  Com- 
mencement and  receives  degree  of  A. 
H.,  84;  preached  leimoo  in  the  even- 
ing And  thns  Inangarated  custom  at  a 
Commencemant  Hermon,  85;  appointed 
by  Philadelphia  Aaaoclatlon  to  receive 
donations  tor  the  College,  21 ;  writes  to 
Manning  from  London  that  newspapera 
and  letters  boosting  of  American  man- 
atactures  hart  him  In  his  work  of  solic- 
iting fnnds,  TO;  writes  to  Manning  In 
regard  to  his  leaving  Warren,  141; 
writes  to  Manning  on  the  oppoaition  of 
PreebyterlanB,  or  Cougregatlonalista, 
S2T-S29;  when  collecting  materials  for 
Baptist  hUtor;r  of  Bhode  Island  accom- 
panied by  Moses  Brown,  13T,  196;  his- 
tory of  Baptist  church.  Providence,  19T, 
SOB;  box  of  books  sent  to  him  from  John 
Ryland,  231;  attends  Conference  with 
Manning,  Backus,  and  others,  In  Car- 
penter's Hall,  1171,278;  calls  on  Man- 
ning In  Philadelphia,  and  in  company 
with  him  and  Samnel  Jones,  visits  Col- 
onel Miles,3a9;  tarries  wlthJones,  326; 
Bippou  writes  to  Manning, "  Is  It  true 
that  Morgan  Edwards  i^a  printed  a 
book  In  vindication  of  Winchester?  " 
376;  has  not  printed,  but  read  to  Man- 
ning his  manuscript,  378;  manuscript 
"Materials  towards  a  History  of  the 
Baptists  in  Bbode  Island,"  alluded  to 
in  letter  from  Edwards  to  Manning, 
MX;  now  in  the  Cabinet  of  Rhode  Is- 
land Historical  Society,  account  of,  and 
of  other  histories,  S12-^14;  histories, 
cited,  11,  19,47,90, 109,  139,341,314.   See 

Kdwuuw,  Joshoa,  son  of  Morgan,  settled 
in  New  Jersey,  died  In  1854,  14;  pre- 
■enled  to  College  Library  the  original 
book  of  subscriptions  In  England  and 
Ireland,  71;  extracts  from  fane lal  ser- 
mon giving  account  of  his  father,  14-lS. 

EnwAKQB,  William,  son  of  Morgan,  pupil 
in  Manning's  Latin  School,  afterwards 
British  officer,  14;  prononnced  a  piece 


from  Homer  at  Commencement,  1770, 

165;   graduated  In  class  of    1776,  291; 

admitted  to  a  degree  by  special  vote  of 

the  Corporation,  288. 
Sdwujm,  Morgan,  son  of  Joshua,  and 

grandson  of  Morgan,  Baptist  evangelist 

in  the  West,  14. 
EK.ICT  Ladt,  364. 

BuzAjKTSTOwK,  loclnded  Piscataway, 
the  birthplace  of  Manning,  23;  chief 
city  of  New  Jersey,  College  of  Kew  Jer- 
sey at  first  located  there,  24, 326. 

Eluabsthtown  Point,  British  troops 
landed  at,  318. 

Bllkbt,  William,  slgnerot  original  peti- 
tion for  charter, G17;  attempted  (ode- 
feat  motion  to  postpone  acUon  on  Btilet 
draft,  B^;  Corporator,  S36;  Chartet 
Trustee,  S3T;  present  at  Warren  when 
Corporation  met  to  determine  penuft- 
ueot  location,  held  the  Newport  papen 
and  subscriptions,  123;  probable  author 
of  caustic  article  in  Tfrneport  Mercury, 
129;  calls  on  Dr.  Stiles  tb  discourse' 
about  charter  (or  another  college,  129; 
appointed  to  draft  address  to  CongreM, 
288;  reference  to,  322,  SIO. 

Elliot,  Mr.,  of  FairBeld,  829. 

Ellis's  Lite  of  Anne  HutohinsoD,  cited, 
197,  201. 

Eltch,  Borneo,  remark  on  dearth  of  ma- 
terial for  life  of  Manning,  4;  editor  of 
Literary  Remains  of  President  Hmcoj, 
148. 

Bmbssov's  coarse  of  mathematics,  914, 

EirCTCLOFSDIA  BBrTJ.NHICA,  406. 

Ehtisij},  cases  of  suffering  reported  to 
Warren  Association,  166. 

ErucopjLLiJkMS,  erect  sumptuous  chapela 
In  England,  298;  favored  the  King  dnr- 
ing  the  War  of  the  Bevolntion,  gener- 
ally Loyalists  or  Tories,  304;  popular 
rightof  electing  Bishops,  409. 

BvAMS,  Abel,  reoelved  degree  of  A.  U., 
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Bvju^i,  Caleb,  pronlneut  Baptlit  mlnls- 
ter  In  England,  snbicTlb«t  to  funds  of 
the  College,  Tl;  lecelTed  degree  of  A. 
M.  at  First  Commencemeiit,  84;  ftlto 
from  Elng'e  College,  Aberdeen,  ITS; 
Preeident  ol  Baptist  Academy  at  Bris- 
tol, brief  blograpblcal  sketch,  MBnniag 
opens  correapondence  with,  388;  en- 
graved portrait  In  Rippon's  Baptist 
Register,  487.  See  Lbttehs. 
BVAMB,  Hugh,  CaWinistic  Baptist  minis- 
ter in  Bristol,  subscriber  to  funds  of  the 
College,  II ;  Teceived  degree  of  A.  M.  in 
1770,  160;  able  to  read  Qreek,  246;  dona- 
tion of  £20  from  estate  of  Dr.  Foskett 
through  Evans,  264 ;  books  and  appa- 
ratDB  solicited  from,  389. 
BvAirs,  John,  340. 
BvAHS,  Mrs.  W,  N.,  third  wife  of  Morgan 

Edwards,  16. 
Btaks'b  Lite  of  Richards,  cited,  61,  362, 

491,  493. 
Ewixo,  Doctor,  401. 

ExECCTiVK  CouiiTTKE.  beginnings  of,  S8. 
Btkcs,  Thomas,  physician  ol  Newport, 
graduate  of  Yale,  called  on  Dr.  Stiles 
to  discourse  atiout  the  College,  117; 
added  to  the  committee  from  Philadel- 
phia on  affairof  the  Charter,  S19:name 
mentioned  in  preamble,  033;  Corpora- 
tor, 036i  Charter  Fellow,  938;  Baptist 
Fellow  Bud  Secretary  of  Corporation, 
1770,049,050;  present  at  first  and  seo- 
ond  meetings  of  Corporation,  63,  66; 
present  at  final  meeting  to  determine 
pennanentlocBtlon,120;  voted  in  favor 
of  Newport,  126;  member  of  committee 
of  Sve  to  prepare  remonstrance  to  Gen- 
eral Assembly, 132;  offers  to  contribute 
towards  flnishlng  College  edifice,  107: 
received  degree  of  A.  M.,  24T;  present 
at  meetings  of  Corporation  in  1T80  and 
1782,  333,  335. 

FAtRCHiLti,  burned  by  the  British,  July, 
17T9,  that  once  beantllnl  place,  ninety- 
six  hoases  burned,  324,  329. 


FAI.UIEB,   Captain,   Manning   vislta   in 

company  with  Edwards,  335. 
Faux,  ardent  wish  ol  the  bnman  mind,  370. 
Tammbam,  Benjamin,  received  degree  of 

A.  M.,  281. 
pAmicE,  William  H.  P.,  of  New  York, 

Baptist  Trustee,  660. 
Fawcitt,  Joha ,  Calvinistie  Baptist  min- 
ister in  Yorkshire,  able  to  read  Greek, 
24S;  engraved  portrait  of  in  Rippon's 
Baptist  Register,  487. 

FiDEKAL  CoMSTiTPTioy,  met  with  opposi- 
tion in  moat  of  the  thineen  States,  448; 
adopted  in  Haesachnsetts  by  a  majority 
vote  of  nineteen,  449;  seven  time* 
friends  of  In  Rhode  Island  moved  in 
Qeneral  Aasembty  for  the  calling  of 
Special  Convention,  447;  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  thirty-tour  to  thirty-two,  479. 

FcDBKAL  CoKTKKTiOH,  Msasachnsetts, 
account  of.  Manning  present,  448-430; 
Bhode  Island,  account  of,  477-480. 

FcDiRAi.  GovKaxiiBirr  on  the  eve  of  dis- 
solution, 440. 

Federal  Sieebt,  Boston,  formerly  called 
Long  Lane,  400. 

FKOKKALisn  and  Aim-FEDEKAuan,  448. 

FxifKEB.,  Arthur,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  Charter,  5S>;  contribntes 
corn  tor  the  destitute,  309. 

Fbmkks,  James,  valedictorian  of  class  of 
1789,  Governor  of  Rhode  Island.  470. 

Fenner,  Samael,  138, 153. 

FENDiHa's  Arithmetic,  336. 

Febodson,  James,  Fellow  of  Royal  Soci- 
ety, author  o(  Introduction  to  Optica 
and  Newton's  Philosophy,  233,  214; 
Astronomy,  356. 

FiEU>,  John,  original  member  of  Baptist 
church,  202. 

Fiyi.AY,  Samuel,  President  of  College  of 
New  Jersey,  27, 32. 

Fnn,  Joseph,  nine  sermons  examined  by 
Backus,  65. 

FnsER,  Ablet,  biography  of  Koah  Alden, 
cited,  74;  of  'William  Williams,  98;  of 
Charles  Thompson,  101. 
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FiTi  RAHiMLrH,  Joseph,  gTaudtMher  ot 
Pruideat  Manning,  23. 

Fm  Rahdolph,  Grace,  dangbtet  of 
Joiapb,  wife  of  James  MaimlDg,  and 
mother  of  President  MannlDg,  S3. 

Tnz  RuTDOLrH,  Prudence  and  BebecCB, 
danghtera  of  Joseph,  and  aanta  of  Pres- 
ident Manning,  23. 

Fttz  Baxdolph,  Epbralm,  Jeremiah, 
Panl.  Thomas,  and  Joseph,  sons  ol 
Joseph,  and  nncies  ol  President  Man- 
ning, 24.    See  Rahdolph. 

FlTKpnn  CEin.  upobt,  defeated  in  Oan- 
eral  Assembly,  341. 

Flint,  Abel, nevr  Tutor,  444;  yonngCon- 
gregatlonalist  preacher,  attention 
turned  to  baptism,  473;  must  be  a  Bap- 
tist, 476;  conclndes  to  preach  among 
the  Congregational  lata,  483;  ordained 
at  Hartford,  484, 

FoBB«,  Perez,  of  Raynham ,  Harvard  grad- 
uate, appointed  Vlce-Prsaldent  In  Man- 
ning's absence  from  College,  426;  ex- 
tract from  funeral  sermon  on  death  of 
Manning,  497. 

F01.S011,  Nancy,  161. 

Forensic  Disphtb  on  question  of  Ameri- 
can Independence,  8S-87 . 

PonaTTH's  memoirs  o(  Dr.  Proudflt,  dted, 
44T. 

FosTBK,  Benjamin,  Tale  graduate,  Bap- 
tist elder,  desired  by  Warren  Associa- 
tion to  prepare  Catechism  and  Bpell- 
Ing-book,  MO;  requested  by  Corpora- 
tion to  solicit  benefactions,  348 ;  likely 
to  be  called  from  Newport  to  New  York, 
4fi7 ;  Foster  and  people  in  New  York 
happy  and  prosperous,  4M. 

FosTBB,  Dwight,  graduated  In  class  of 
1774,  260;  brother  of  Theodore,  distin- 
guished lawyer,  member  of  Congress, 
United  States  Senator,  262. 

FOBTKK,  Henry,  Curate  to  Rev.  Mr.  Ro- 
malne,  recommended  by  Byland  for 
honors  of  College,  1T3. 


FoaTKK,  John,  of  Providence,  kept  small 
school,  461. 

FosTSB,  Theodore,  graduated  In  class  of 
17T0,  account  of,  164 ;  received  degree  of 
A.  M.  in  1773,247;  on  committee  with 
Manning  In  favor  of  public  schools, 
463;  materials  for  history  of  Rhode  Is- 
Und,  cited,  202,  206, 

FosTXK,  Mr.,  Steward,  342. 

Fobtkb's  Stephen  Hopkins,  cited,  60, 136, 
417. 

FoBKBTT,  Bernard,  donation  to  the  Col- 
lege from  his  estate,  264, 

FoiroHT,  Mi.,  327. 

FowLaK,  Samuel,  signer  to  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  S17. 

Fox.  Joseph,  Quaker,  attends  conference 
with  Baptists  In  Carpenter's  Hall,  1774, 
278. 

Fox's  New  England  Fire  Brand 
Quenched,  cited,  201, 20S. 

Fkahcx.  letter  to  the  King  accompany- 
ing address  of  Corporation,  3S3-3£I4. 

Fravklih,  Benjamin,  subscriber  to  funds 
of  the  College,  71. 

Fbanx-feaimi,  by  Granville  Sharp,  409, 
410. 

Fbancis,  Benjamin,  engraved  portrait  in 
Rlppon's  Baptist  Register,  467. 

Pbamcib,  John  Brown,  grandson  of  John 
Brown,  184. 

Frbbdom  of  conscience,  College  laws  re- 
specting, 266. 

Fbxuujt,  Philip,  of  Boston,  represented 
Second  Baptist  Church  at  Qrst  meeting 
ot  Warren  Association,  73;  appointed 
to  present  petitions  tor  redress  to  Gen- 
eral Court  ot  Massachusetts,  78;  mem- 
ber of  Committee  on  Grievances,  166, 
238. 

Fkkbmbh's  meeting  In  MUford,  Ct.,  339. 

Fbknch  Ambassador  at  West  Point,  Man- 
ning introduoed  to,  ^S. 

Fbencb  army  encamped  on  lands  of  Jer- 
emiah Dexter,  341. 

FnxHCH  language  and  history,  King  of 


,,Google 


676 


France  petitioned  to  establlah  profea- 
■orabipof,3eO-3Sl, 

Fbbkch  offlcen  in  Providance,  3&3. 

FnBHCH  Rbtoldtiov  utonisbea  And  de- 
liBhtslCaleb  Bvaiu,  475. 

Frbnch  troops  occnpied  Collega  edlBce 
June  2B,  1T80  to  Hby  37, 1T82,  330. 

Fbuhmih  obliged  to  valt  upon  Seniors, 
make  fiiei,  receive  admonitions,  and 
denl<»d  use  of  tbe  Ltbrftrj,  30-31,  26T, 
270,  272,  308. 

Fbibhdb,  or  Quakers,  ezmnpted  trom  Col- 
lege laws,  267;  meeting-hoase  Id  Bmlth- 
fleld  detoced  by  ft  College  student,  169; 
Society  in  ProTidence  orgknlsed  in  17M, 
an. 

FsutK,  BaquiTB,  3U. 

FouAK,  Benjamin,  an  aged  rich  Baptist 

minister  ot  England,  recommended  by 

Byland  (or  College  honors,  174;  able  to 

read  Greek,  240. 
FuLTOH,  James,  member  ot  class  of  1770, 

signs  an  address  to  the  Facnlty,  28fl. 
VuMMAM't  sccoant  of  Jobn  Oano,  cited, 


Oaib,  Thomas,  of  Medfleld,  clerk  o(  War* 
ren  Association  in  1782,  339;  produced 
£13  for  the  Collage  at  maetlag  of  As80> 
datlon  in  1T83,  M9. 

Oaixowai,  Joseph,  attended  conference 
with  Baptists  In  Carpenter's  Hall,  1774, 
278. 

Gammbll,  frilllam,  father  ol  l^ofessor 
William,  and  pupil  oI  William  Wil- 
liams at  Wrentham,  98. 

Oahnbli.,  William,  requested  by  Cor- 
poration to  prepare  history  of  Brown 
University,  1;  mambei  ot  committee  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  190;  article  In 
Christian  Review,  cited,  S;  Lite  of 
Roger  Williams,  cited, 206;  LlteotOov- 
ernoi  Ward,  cited,  268;  notice  of  Nlcb- 
olas  Brown,  cited,  443. 

QAMiinu.,  Robert  Ives,  son  ol  William, 


Bplacopal  Trustee  of  Brown  nntverrity, 
000. 

Oamihi.1.  family,  sprang  on  maternal 
side  from  Mrs.  Hope  Ives,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Brown,  Sen.,  021. 

OARDNBa,  Eiekiel,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  Charter,  033. 

Oabshrr,  Caleb,  and  James,  signers  to 
original  petition  fur  charter,  OIT. 

Oabdneb,  Catherine,  mother  of  Depnty 
Governor,  and  descendant  of  Obadiah 
Holmes,  43. 

QASDNnH,  Hannah,  wife  ot  William 
Rogers,  61. 

Gasdheb,  Joseph,  father  of  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor, 43. 

GAUHf  BB,  John ,  Deputy  Governor,  Judge, 
etc.,  first  meeting  of  B^itiste  to  con- 
sider Manning's  motion  for  a  College 
held  at  his  bouse,  43,  614;  brief  bio- 
graphical sketch,  inscription  on  Us 
tomb,  43-44;  location  of  his  house, 61; 
signer  to  original  petition  lor  charter, 
617. 

GAnnntnn,  Nicholas,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  Charter,  030. 

Gakth,  Brigadier  General,  324. 

Gasfbk,  schooner,  Srst  blood  of  the  Bev- 
olution  shed  in  destruction  of,  ST;  ao- 
count  of  the  affair,  184-186. 

Gasiill,  Francis,  of  Worcester,  Baptist 
Trustee,  600. 

Gako,  John,  Manning's  brother-in-law, 
one  ot  the  founders  ot  the  College,  30; 
papil  ot  Isaac  Eaton,  at  Hopewell,  9; 
name  omitted  In  the  Stiles  draft  of 
charter,  620;  Corporator,  636;  Charter 
Trustee,  638)  Baptist  Trustee,  1770,549; 
appointed  by  Philadelphia  Associa- 
tion to  receive  donations  for  the  Col- 
lege, 21;  appointed  to  address  Baptist 
Associations,  22;  preached  Benjsmin 
HUler's  funeral  sermun,  26;  preached 
Manning's  ordination  sermon,  36;  par- 
ticipated in  Manuing'sordinatioD  servi- 
ces at  Warren,  48,  60;  "one  of  the  great 
lights  of  the  denomination  ,'*  present  at 
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■econd  meeting  of  Corpoistlon,  SS; 
repieseiited  Fhllsdelphla  Aasoctatlon 
M  Srit  meeting  of  Warren  ABSOclation, 
Tfi;  bapttied  Hezeklah  Bmith,  UT;r»- 
celvea  tfaftnks  at  the  Corporation  for 
bia  eSorta  In  behalf  of  tbe  College  In 
Sontbeni  Colonlaa,  168  i  travela  in  Vir- 
glnlftand  North  CaioHna,  ITS;  prueot 
«t  Corporation  meetlnt{  In  1TT4,  and  aUo 
at  Commencement,  urgea  Backna  to 
Tepieaent  the  Baptist  chnrchea  at  the 
Continental  Conc^eaa,  263, 2T6;  attends 
conference  in  Carpenter'a  Hall,  2TS; 
anfferer  from  the  war,  family  retired  to 
a  farm  near  the  Jersey  line,  396;  living 
in  a  amatl  log  hoaae  on  a  farm  belong- 
ing to  a  refugee  Tory,  31T;  called  to 
Fhlladelphla  for  one  year,  children, 
Batly,  and  Dicky,  aick,  326.  22T;  desig- 
nated by  Uanning  as  member  of  a  com- 
mittee to  aid  poor  students,  366;  moved 
back  Into  New  Torh,  Dec.  1, 1T63,  relig- 
loua  work  increases  under  his  ministry, 
3T9, 386 ;  has  a  rich  blessing,  forty  added 
to  tbe  church,  includiug  two  sons  and 
a  daughter,  403,  4M;  principal  Inatra- 
mentwhom  God  honors  in  New  York, 
413,432;  left  New  York  for  want  of  an 
adequate  support,  491 ;  Manning  visits 
to  assist  him  in  his  removal  to  Ken- 
tucky,496;  kitchen  caught  fire  and  .con' 
sumed  his  turnitnre,  "poor,  ill-fated 
man,"  493;  memoirs,  cited,  40;  bio- 
grapbical  sketch  with  portrait,  38-40. 
Gaho,  Daniel,  son  of  John,  giadoated  in 
1TT6, 291 ;  admitted  to  degree  by  special 

vote,  288. 

Gavo,  Stephen,  sou  ol  John,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  38;  preached 
Elder  Joseph  Snow's  fnneral  sermon, 
164;  brief  biographical  sketch,  41S- 
414. 

O^Jio,  Cornelia,  wife  of  Stephen,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Joslah  Vavasor,  414 ;  Folly, 
second  wile,  daughter  of  Colonel  Tall- 
madge.  of  New  Tork,  414;  Hary,  third 
wife,  daughter  of  Joseph  Brown,  414; 
78 


Joanna  Latting,  of  Hillsdale,  N.  T„ 
ionrtb  wife,  414. 

Ommekai.  AasBHBLT,  special  aession  con- 
veued  April  22d.  three  days  after  bat- 
tle ol  Lexington,  284;  held  ita  sessions 
at  annual  election,  1779,  In  Providenoe, 
instead  ol  Newport,  2SB;  repealed. 
Hay,  1TT6,  act  of  allet^ance  to  His  Maj- 
esty, virtually  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, 290;  met  In  Frovidenoe  aeo- 
ond  Monday  In  January;  1T90,  decided, 
.by  a  single  vote,  to  call  a  convention 
for  adoption  of  Federal  Conatitntion, 
vote  taken  on  Sunday,  4T8.  Bee  Leqis- 
i^TOKB,  also  Bhodk  Isi,ahd. 

Geobqu,  Eezekiah  Smith  solicita  bene- 
factions for  the  College  In,  14T, 

GraBOKB,  Edward,  of  Boston,  sent  as 
member  of  deputation  to  the  church  at 
Portsmouth,  Bhode  Island,  19T. 

OmBOHS,  Thomas,  intlraale  acquaintance 
of  President  Davies,  editor  of  his  ser- 
mons, 26,  432;  subscriber  to  funds  of 
the  College,  Tl. 

OlBBS,  James,  successor  of  Sir  Christo- 
pher Wren,  '223;  "Designs  ot  Build- 
ings and  Ornaments,"  cited,  233. 

OiBBB,  Philip,  Calvlnistlc  Baptist  minis- 
ter ot  England,  able  to  read  Greek, 345; 
engraved  portrait  of  in  Rippon's  Bap- 
tist Begister,  487. 

GlTFORD,  Andrew,  subscriber  to  the  funds 
ot  tha  Collpge,  71 ;  able  to  read  Greek, 
249;  "  eminent  man,"  death  mentioned 
in  letter  from  John  Rippon,  412,  418. 

GOiBKBT,  Captain  of  ship  from  Provi- 
dence to  London,  170. 

Qiu.,  John,  recommended  Morgan  Ed- 
wards to  church  in  Philadelphia,  11; 
Edwards  studied  Divinity  under,  14; 
leader  among  his  brethren,  and  a 
learned  commentator,64;  subscriber  to 
the  funds  ot  the  Collage,  71;  works  of 
presented  to  College  Library,  190,193; 
Dompaas  ot  Us  writing  astonishing, 
239;  EKpoeltion  to  b«  completed,  413; 
Abridgment  stopped  through  scarcity 
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of  money,  461;  pastor  ol  Baptist  clmteli 
In  LoDdoB,  biographloal  sketob  and  list 
ot  his  writlugi,  419-421. 

Qa-T.;  John,  bod  of  Dt.  Jolm,  and  axscn- 
tor,  corresponds  with  Manning  wltb 
reference  to  his  father's  publications, 
41B.    See  Lamns. 

Odubd  Collkob,  Daniel  Webster's 
speech  Id  case  of,  cited,  033. 

OoDDABj),  William  G.,  wrote  memoir  of 
Uannlng,  put>lished  In  Amtriean  Quar- 
UriySegtater,*;  acconnt  of  Asa  Messer, 
«ited.  4SS;  sketch  of  James  Batrill, 
cited,  4U;  memoir  ot  Manning,  cited, 
9,  67, 14«,  434, 406,  SOS,  033. 

•OODDABD,  William,  Episcopal  Trastee 
and  Chancellor  ot  the  Dnlversity,  SSO, 

OoDDARH,  Robert  H.  I.,  ot  Providence, 
BpiBcop«1  Fellow,  SOO. 

GoDDABs  family,  sprang  on  maternal 
side  from  Mrs.  Hope  Ives,  daughter  ot 
Nicholas  Brown,  Sen. 

OoFF,  Charles  B.,  ol  Providence,  Congre- 
gatlonallst  Tmstee,  SSO. 

OoroKTH,  Major  William,  ot  Philadel- 
phia, 321,  32B. 

OooDKicH,  Rev.  Dr.,  o(  Darbam,  gave 
charge  at  ordination  of  Mr.  Flint,  484. 

GoBDOH,  William,  commended  to  Man- 
ning by  Dr.  Stennett,  author  ot  History 
ot  American  Independence,  IQl,  163, 
170,428;  Manning  opens  correspondence 
with,  acconntof, 433;  History  presented 
to  College  Library  by  the  author,  434; 
treated  with  coolness  by  his  brethren 
in  England,  441 ;  position  of  and  views 
as  the  historian  ot  the  War,  46B-46T. 

OouLn  Island,  289. 

OocLD  ft  LiHCOLN,  pabtlsheta  of  Lite  and 
Times  ot  Manning,  1,  a. 

Qraftoh,  Joseph,  Trustee  of  Raptlst 
Education  Fund,  367 ;  settled  In  New- 
ton in  place  ot  Caleb  Blood,  OS*. 

OnAxaiK,  James  N.,  pastor  ot  First  Bap- 
tist Chnrch,  196. 

OnABSHOPPBiH  in  the  wheat  fields,  318. 

ORAvn,  John,  Charter  Trustee,  038;  rec- 


tor of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Cbarch,  de- 
clined to  officiate  unless  he  oonld  read 
prayers  for  the  King,  S04. 

Gksat  Meadows,  Ct.,  329. 

OnsHADiER  CoMFAKT,  Providence,  3S1. 

GuKs,  Arnold,  ot  Providence,  Baptist 
Tmstee,  000;  appeared  before  Appel- 
late Division  ot  Supreme  Court  in 
behalf  of  Corporation,  048. 

OniaH,  Nathaniel,  of  Coventry,  189. 

Oaasn,  Samuel  B.,  of  Worcester,  paper 
on  Scotch-Irish  In  America,  cited,  TL 

Orkxh,  Rev.  Thomas,  Tmstee  of  Baptist 
Education  Fund,  367. 

OaMwni,  Benjamin,  member  ot  class  of 
1772,  189. 

GasEHiE,  Caleb,  has  set  of  Gordon's  his- 
tory, 467. 

Orkbick,  Christopher,  officer  in  Eentiah 
Guards,  95. 

OasutK,  John,  one  ot  the  tonnders  ot 
Rhode  Island,  202. 

OmsKsa,  Rev.  John,  Corporator,  036. 

OkiKHB,  John  Morley,  member  ol  Junior 
Class  In  1776,  336. 

GnuirE,  Major-General  Natbanael,  offi- 
cer of  Kentish  Qoards,  95;  signed  me- 
morial tor  Bast  Greenwich  In  tavorol 
the  College,  114;  receives  honorary  de- 
gree of  A.  H..  292;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Man- 
ning dine  with  at  West  Point,  338. 

Gaanra,  Richard  Ward,  chairman  ot 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  and  member 
of  Corporation,  S46. 

ORnna,  Samuel,  signer  to  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  017. 

Ghbkb,  Thomas,  Quaker  Trnstee,  1770, 
019;  present  at  final  meeting  ot  Coi^ 
poration  to  determine  location,  131 ; 
document  favoring  taxation  ot  the  Col- 
lege, 043. 

Gkhhk,  William,  signer  ot  memorial 
from  East  Greenwich  In  favor  ol  Col- 
lege, elected  Governor  in  1778, 114. 

Gbskmi's  abort  History  ot  Rhode  Island, 
cited,  130,  286. 

GxsBicFntD,  329. 


,,Google 


171. 
0K1DLXY,  Rlcbard,  member  of  Committee 

on  GrieTanceB,  166. 
Gmbtahcu,  propoHal  and  plan  to  collect 

b;  Warren  AAsoctatlon,  T8. 
0>iBTA»cu,  CoMKiTTU  OH.    See   COK- 

lilTTBK. 

QBirviTH,  Abel,  Tepresented  Philadel- 
phia Aasociatlon  at  flnit  meeting  of 
Warren  AaBoclatloa,  TS. 

QsmTra,  Captain,  31T. 

QannoLD,  BUhop,  member  of  St.  Jobn's 
Encampment  of  Knights  Templar,  414. 

Orotok  fiaptiat  Church  Six  Principle, 
73. 

Gciu>,  Joseph,  represented  Baptlat 
Chnrch,  Attleborough,  at  first  meeting 
of  Warreu  Association,  16. 

OciLD,  Benben  A.,  snccaeded  Profeuor 
Jewett  as  Librarian,  resignation  after 
forty-six  years  of  contlnnous  HBrvice,  1 : 
Gnild  and  the  Manning  papers,  4;  Life, 
Times  and  Correspondence  of  James 
Manning,  cited,  36,  36,  210,  S2T;  Docn- 
mentttry  History  of  Bcovn  Uniretalty, 
cited,  100, 137, 209,  236;  Chaplain  Smith 
and  the  Baptlsu,  cited,  28,  48,  S3,  74; 
Address  on  Boger  Williams  a«  the  Pio- 
neer MlsBtoDOTf  to  tbe  Indians,  cited, 
307. 

Outbbik's  Geography,  3G6. 

Hagdb'8  Historical  I>laconrs«,  cited,  19S, 

SIS. 
Haile,  Amos,  extends  with  others  call 

to  Manning  to  become  pastor  of  tbe 

Warren  church,  BO. 
Hii.E,  Bdvard   Bverett,  centenary  dt«- 

conrsB  on  Massochnsetts  oonstitntlon, 

cited,  TS. 
Hall,  Mr.,  of  Bmnawlck,  324. 
Hall,  Mr.,  Instructor  in  Bristol  Acad- 
emy, 417. 
Haix,  Benjamin,  signed  original  petition 

for  durtor,  B17. 


Hall,  Bobert,  ot  Amsby,  England,  480. 

Hall,  Bobert,  regordod  the  American 
Warasnntlgbteoua,376;  engraved  por- 
trait in  Bippon's  Baptist  Beglster,  487; 
sermon   on   death    of   Byland,    cited, 

4es. 

Hall,  Silas,  clasa  ol  1809,  >«Tlter's  obliga- 
tions to  acknowledged,  a,  79. 

HAmoNn's  Algebra,  3fi6. 

Hahmokd,  Blnathan,  slgnod  original  pe- 
tition tor  charter,  S17. 

HAMKOvn,  Jomtthon,  on  varione  commit- 
tees, 103,  IM,  220. 

Hamuoiid,  Ifoah,  represented  Philadel- 
phia Association  at  first  meeting  of 
Warren  Association,  7S. 

EUxFSTKAs,  Long  Island,  birthplace  of 
Hezekiafa  Smith,  147. 

Haiidbills  on  location  ot  the  College  cir- 
culated, 118. 

Hahm,  Isaac,  angraved  portr^t  In  Bip- 
pon's Baptlat  Beglatar,  48T. 

Hansbbook,  Colonel,  family  agreeable, 
317. 

Habdino,  Artist,  painted  portrait  of 
Nicholas  Brown,  493. 

Haaris,  David,  in  town  meeting  added 
to  committee  to  lay  Providence  snb- 
scrlpUon  before  Corporation,  118;  on 
commlttte  to  secure  suitable  house  tor 
the  President,  142. 

HABBia,  Joseph,  Corporator,  036;  Charter 
Trustee,  E37. 

Harris,  Joseph,  from  Smlthfield,  mem- 
ber  ot  class  of  1772, 139. 

Habbis,  B.,  signed  Manning's  college 
diploma,  32. 

Habbis,  William,  one  of  the  (onndersof 
Rhode  Island,  202. 

Habt,  John,  signer  of  tbe  Deolaratlon  of 
Independence,  20, 320, 329. 

Habt,  John,  son  of  Rev.  Oliver,  subject 
of  college  discipline,  202;  graduated  at 
Commencement,  1776,291;  admitted  to 
College  faonors  by  special  vote,  288. 

Hart,  Joseph,  of  the  Executive  Council 
ol  Philadelphia,  322. 
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Hast,  NloholsB,  Jr.,  aigned  origtcial  pett- 
tloa  (or  charter,  SIT. 

Habt,  Oliver,  pupil  of  Isaac  Baton,  at 
Hopewell,  9;  founder  of  Charleston 
Baptist  AssoolatloD  and  BellglouB  Soci- 
ety, 37;  writes  to  Manning  oD  death  o( 
President  Bavlei,  Z1;  invites  Manning 
to  become  assistant  pastor  at  Charles- 
ton, 37;  receives  faonorarj  degree  at 
First  Commencement,  81;  appointed  to 
address  Baptist  Associations  in  behatt 
ol  the  College,  23.    See  Littbki. 

Hahttord  CoDTentlon  o(  1TT9,  reference 

Habvabd  Cdllroe,  controlled  by  Con- 
gregatlona lists.  20;  boasts  ol  her  Dr. 
Woodbridge,  09;  early  graduates  ar- 
ranged In  Catalogue  according  to  social 
position  and  not  alphabetically,  89-90; 
disturbances  at  In  1768,  M;  funds  In- 
creased by  lotteries,  187;  conferred  de- 
gree of  D.  D.  on  President  Mazcy,  447; 
also  on  President  Messer,  406. 

HAKVKy,  Mr.,  402. 

Hathokn,  Colonel,  318,  327. 

Hawxins,  William,  member  of  the  War- 
ren church,  202. 

Eazabs,  Ebenezer,  classmate  of  Man- 
ning, 36. 

Hazard,  Qeorne,  of  Newport,  Corporator, 
JS36;  Charter  Trustee,  537;  Episcopal 
Trustee,  ITTO,  549;  present  at  final 
meeting  to  detetmiue  permanent  looa- 
tlon  ot  the  College,  121 ;  votes  In  favor 
of  Newport,  126. 

Hazakd,  Thomas,  Corporator,  S36;  Char- 
ter Fellow,  638. 

Hazakd,  Joseph,  Judge  of  Supreme  Court 
tn  case  of  Trevettvs.  Weeden,96. 

Hazabd,  Kowland,  of  Peacedale,  Congre- 
gatlonalist  Fellow,  SGO;  oration  at  lay- 
ing of  corner  stone  o(  Slate  House, 
cited,  4A2. 

HA2Aiti>,  Kowland  O.,  of  Peacedale,  Con- 
gregational! st  Trostee,  S90. 

HBA]>T.Br's  Chaplains  and  Clergy  of  the 
Revolntton,  cited,  39. 


HiABSB,  Imported  from  England  by 
Charitable  Baptist  Society,  used  for 
flrsttime  at  Manning's  funeral,  49S:  al- 
lusion to  In  Fobea's  funeral  sermon, 
497. 

Hbibibski,  Inheritances  ot,  should  be  sab- 
Ject  to  limitations,  408. 

Hblmb,  James,  of  South  Kingstown,  Con- 
gregationallst  Trustee,  17T0, 549 ;  present 
at  final  meeting  to  determine  perma- 
nent locattou  of  the  College,  121;  voted 
tn  favor  of  Newport,  126. 

Hbmbt,  Patrick,  hearer  and  admirer  of 
President  Davies,  26;  opposed  to  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  448. 

HssauNa  in  Shode  Island,  General  Var- 
nom  addressed  letter  to  chief  officer  of, 
9B. 

Hbitbi.1.,  William,  successor  to  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge, recommended  by  Byland  tor 
honors  ot  the  College,  174. 

HmaiHB,  Mr.,  member  ot  deputation  from 
Boston  to  church  in  Portsmouth,  191. 

HioKiK  Cuncnx,  so-called.  Manning 
would  not  have  favored,  271-72. 

Hums,  Ebeoexer,  participated  In  servioet 
at  ordination  ot  Manning,  48 ;  one  <tt 
the  four  illustrious  names  that  united 
In  forming  Warren  Association,  71; 
represented  Second  Chnreh  in  Mlddle- 
botougb  at  first  meeting,  T5;  preached 
sermon  at  ordination  ot  Charles  Thomp- 
son, 100 ;  present  at  meeting  of  Warren 
Association  in  Providence.  339. 

Hitchcock.  Bnos,  Fellow  ot  tbe  College, 
on  committee  with  Manning  and  Brown 
to  correspond  with  David  Howell,  419; 
on  committee  with  Manning  in  favor  of 
public  schools,  463;  preached  senoon 
at  ordination  ot  Tutor  Flint,  484;  ap- 
pointed ohtirman  of  committee  to  con- 
dole with  Mrs.  Manning  on  death  of 
the  President,  496;  oondncted  funeral 
solemnities  ot  Manning.  496. 

Hn,  Samuel,  extends  with  others  call  tn 
Manning  to  become  pastor  of  Warran 
obnrch,  60. 
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HOBBi,  Blizabeth,  left  logftcy  tot  »daca- 
Uoa  ot  yonth  for  tbo  mlulBtr; ,  21. 

HooLAin>,  Colonel,  324. 

Hoi.i>iK,  Chailes,  signed  memorlsl  from 
Bast  Greenwich,  111. 

HoUitHAH,  Ezekiel,  one  ot  (he  tonndeta 
of  Khode  Island,  202;  orlKlnal  member 
of  Baptist  ofaurch,  203;  appointed  by 
his  brethrea  to  baptize  Boger  Williams, 
account  ot,  199-200. 

HoLLiMAK,  Hary,  wile  of  Bzeklel,  and 
widow  of  Isaac  Bweet,  excluded  from 
Salem  church,  200, 203. 

HoLLis,  Thomas,  subscriber  to  tuads  of 
the  College,  71. 

HoLLis,  Timothy,  also  a  subscriber,  Tl. 

H0LT.IB  family,  benefactors  ot  Harvard 
College,  account  of,  ISO,  369. 

Houiafl,  John,  name  mentioned  ia  pro- 
amble  to  Charter,  935. 

HoLUBS,  Molly,  319. 

HoLMu's  Lite  ot  Dr.  Stiles,  cited,  SIO, 
S18. 

KiLiiOTD,  William,  manager  of  lottery 
tor  the  new  meetlng-liouse,  222;  signed 
letter  to  Manning  reqneatlng  him  to 
preach, 4T2. 

HoLYOKs,  Prealdent  ot  Harvard  College, 
M. 

HoNBTiUN,  James,  of  Newport,  Corpo- 
rator,636;  CharterTmstee,S37;  Episco- 
pal Tmatee,  ITTO,  049;  present  at  first 
and  second  meetings  ot  Corporation, 
B2,H. 

HoHona  conferred  like  grace  from 
Heaven,  "  nnthought  of,  uulmplored," 
232. 

HoorxR,  Henry  N.,  recast  betl  of  Baptist 
meedng-houae,  224. 

HorE  CoLLBoa,  erected  In  1S22,  presented 
to  the  University  by  Nicholas  Brown, 
named  for  his  only  surviving  sister, 
Mrs.  Hope  Ives,  wife  of  Thomas  Poyn- 
ton,  442,  S21. 

HorE  FuBMACB  Co.  recast  second  bell  of 
Baptist  meeting-house,  223, 224. 

HOPB  Isi>un>,  289. 


Hope,  ship  tor  Loadon  belooglDg  to 
Brown  Brothers,  393, 412. 

HoPBOKLL,  Mannlug  visits  in  1TT9,  320, 
324. 

HOPKWELL  AcADiMT,  foundod  by  Phila- 
delphia Association,  Isaac  Eaton,  Prin- 
cipal, account  of,  9, 10,20. 

HorRWBLi.  Church,  Mrs.  Hobbs  left  leg- 
acy to,  21. 

HoPKXKS,  Esek,  nominated  Manning  to 
represent  Bhode  Island  In  Congress  ot 
Confederation,  426. 

HopKiHB,  John  B.,  one  ot  the  actors  In  the 
affair  ot  the  Qaapee,  186. 

HoPKiN.s,  Samuel,  pastor  of  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  Newport, 
founder  of  new  school  of  theology,  116; 
church  aided  by  lotteries,  187. 

Hopkins,  Stephen,  Corporator,  536;  Char- 
ter Trustee,  637;  Quaker  Trustee  and 
Chancellor,  1770,  649;  chosen  Chancel- 
lor at  Brat  meeting  ot  Corporation,  63; 
present  at  second  meeting,  54-115;  in- 
strumental in  establieblng  Providenet 
Qaxetu,  probable  author  at  account  ot 
First  Commencement,  8G;  chairman  ot 
committee  to  draft  instructions  and 
prepare  model  of  college  building  In 
Warren,  110-111;  chairman  of  commit- 
tee to  carry  on  the  building  In  Provi- 
dence, 114;  moderator  of  town  meeting 
called  to  consider  plan  for  locating 
the  College  in  Providence,  IIS;  present 
at  final  meeUng  of  Corporation  to  de- 
termine npOD  permanent  location,  121; 
offered  arguments  In  favor  of  Provi- 
dence, 124;  summary  ae  Chancellor  ot 
the  case  of  the  two  rival  claimants  for 
the  location,  126-128;  chairman  of  com- 
mittee ot  Qve  to  prepare,  present,  and 
enforce  remonstrance  to  Oeneral  As- 
sembly, 132;  chairman  ot  the  Balldlog 
Committee  of  College  edifice,  139,  140, 
ISO;  chairman  ot  committee  to  confer 
with  Manning  in  regard  to  ■ollclting 
tunds  In  Europe,  100;  his  statements 
in  regard  to  formation  of  Baptist  chnrch 
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entitled  to  neight,  20i;  appolated  by 
Qaneral  Assembly,  June,  1TT4,  delegate 
toflrsC Continental  CoDgreea,260;  mem- 
ber of  Society  of  Friends,  207 ;  attended 
conleience  vith  Baptists  In  Carpenter's 
Hall,  278;  present  at  meetings  of  Cor- 
poration In  1T80  and  1733,  333,  335 ;  ftp- 
pointed  with  Manning  to  make  out  cat- 
alogue of  Library,  317 ;  signed  as  Chan- 
cellor petition  to  King  of  France,  3G1; 
received  degree  of  LL.  D.  in  1TS4,  382 ; 
death  announced,  "one  of  the  greatest 
men  oar  country  has  reared,"  Man- 
ning's account  of,  41S-41T;  Rights  of 
Colonies  examined,  cited,  136;  Plant- 
ing and  Growth  of  Proridenoe,  cited. 


197,2 
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Hour,  George  E.,  of  Boston,  Baptist  Fel- 
low, 550. 

Houston,  Mr.,  delegate  to  Congress  ol  the 
Confederation  from  Georgia,  threatened 
Manning  with  violence,  425. 

HovBT,  AWah,  of  Newton  Centra,  Bap- 
tist Fellow,  fiSO,  memoirs  of  Backus, 
cited,  378. 

HowABD,  Miss  A.,  engaged  to  Captain 
Bell,  Manning  writes  letter  of  sympa- 
thy to,  300.    See  Lkttkrs. 

Howard,  James  L.,  of  Hartford,  Baptist 
Trustee,  550. 

Howard,  Martin,  signed  original  petition 
for  Charter,  B17.  • 

HowAKii,  William,  of  Foster,  voted  nay 
on  queation  of  adopting  Federal  Con- 
stitution, 479, 

HoWB,  Solomon,  member  of  Committee 
of  Warren  Association  to  prepare  Cate- 
chism and  Spelling  Book,  340. 

HowBLL,  father  ol  Judge  Howell,  in  low 
state  of  health,  349. 

Howell,  Corlls,  mother  of  Judge  Howell, 
M9. 

HowRLL,  David,  pupil  of  Isaac  Eaton  at 


Hopewell  Academy,  10;  describes  Man- 
ning in  his  youth,  31 ;  Senior  at  College 
of  New  Jersey  in  1766,  receives  Invita- 
tion from  Haaning  to  come  to  Wanen, 
60;  associated  with  Manning  as  Tutor, 
Professor,  and  member  of  Board  of  Fel- 
lows, biographical  sketch  with  portrait, 
67-6H;  extract  from  Corporation  records 
respecting,  TorionB  titles  and  positions, 
68;  received  degree  of  A.  M.  at  First 
Commencement,  84;  sketch  of  origin  of 
the  College  among  his  papers, 11;  Judge 
□f  Supreme  Coort  in  case  ot  Trevett  vs. 
Weeden,06;  unmarried  and  boarded  on 
coming  with  the  College  to  Providence, 
143;  accompanied  Hezeklah  Smith  on 
Journey  to  New  Jersey,  attended  Com- 
mencement at  Yale  and  received  degree 
of  A.  M.,  189 ;  on  committee  to  draft 
charter  for  Charitable  Baptist  Socie^, 
221;  paperon  file  giving  nnmber  of  Col- 
lege students,  cited,  293;  resigns  his 
position  as  Professor  of  Philoaophy, 
311;  preeeutac  meeting  ot  Corporation 
in  1780,333;  agreedopon  b.vmembersof 
Corporation  aa  the  proper  person  to 
preside  over  the  College  during  Man- 
ning's proposed  absence  in  Bnrope, 
948 ;  on  committee  with  Manning  to 
tormdlgestof  College  laws, 355;  chosen 
to  go  to  Europe  and  solicit  funds,  not 
able  to  go  on  the  plan  proposed,  38G; 
Manning  writes  him  playful  letter, 
hopes  he  will  be  "  good  natured,  unan- 
imous, and  attentive  to  public  busi- 
ness," 397;  member  of  Congress,  and 
had  great  Intlnence  until  he  opposed 
Impost  measure,  431 ;  on  committee 
with  Manning  in  favor  of  public  schools, 
463;  signed  letter  to  Maoning  asking 
him  to  preach,  472 ;  signed  as  Secretary 
ol  the  Corporation  address  to  Wssb- 
ington,  481 ;  charge  to  graduates  in  1791 
published  in  Bippon's  Baptist  Begistet, 
487;  extract  from  obituary  notice  of 
Manning,  603-S04;   penned  Inscription 
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apon  the  stone  erected  by  tbe  Corponr 
tton  Co  the  memorr  of  Hanning,  904- 
BOB.    See  Lkitum. 
Howell,  Jeremiah,  eoQ  of  Judge  Howell, 
does  Dot  make  rapid  progress  In  lan- 
gaage,34T;  Hr.  Wilkinson  epeoks  favor- 
ably ot  blB  proficiency  In  Greek,  3IIT; 
gradaates  in  class  ot  1T89,  attecwaids 
Dotted  States  Senator,  470. 
HowBiiL,   Waltstlll,  daughter  ot  Judge 
Howell,  and  wife  of  Bbeneier  Enlght 
Dexter,  68. 
HowBLL,  Eliae,  member  of  class  ot  1TT2, 

relatlTe  ot  Judge  Howell,  189. 
HowtAHD,    John,   published    sketcli   of 
Manning  in  Shode  /«2anil  lAUmry  Strpot- 
itrrty,  3;  presented  petition  to  General 
Assembly  in  1800  for  four  public  schools, 
463;   memoir  ot    Manning,    cited,  141, 
308;  Lite  and  Recollections,  cited,  143, 
163,  211,  324,  28fi,  310,  449. 
EouiET,  Oldeon,  name  mentioned  in  pre- 
amble to  Charter,  B3S. 
HoTT,    Colgate,   of   New  Tork,   Baptist 

Trustee,  050. 
HcBBEL,  Lieutenant,  337. 
Hdbbkl,  Esquire,  ot  Stratford,  329. 
Hdimoh's   Life   of   Jemima   Wilkinson, 

cited,  3B3. 
HtriTT,  Asa,  spent  several  months  In  Vir- 
ginia, ai. 
HuNTBR,  William,  describes  Manning's 

balk  and  graceful  gestures,  31. 
Hdntikq,  Hr.,  329, 
HdEDBB,  Robert,  ot  Brunswick,  326. 
BCTCHIMSOM,  Aaron,  of  Grafton,  Instruc- 
tor ot  Wltjlam  Bogers,  fi9. 
HtrrcHiNSOH,  Anne,  197, 201. 
HoTCHiirsoK's  Moral  Philosophy,  39S. 

iMPOnot  five  per  cent.,  301. 

Iiiroatnov  of  Hands,  not  regarded  as  es- 
sential In  covenant  of  Warren  churcb, 
BO;  WUllam  Rogers  received  the  ordi- 
nance   of,   60.     See    IiATina    on  of 

iMDKrBiTDiHca,  American,  advocated  at 


First  Commencement  ot  the  College, 

86-S7. 
[imUN  slaves  enlisted  as  soldiers.  313. 
Imdum  tribes  commence   hostilities   on 

the  Western  frontier,  438. 

«rAHT  Baptism,  controversial  letter  on, 

to  Rev.  John  Berrldge.  302-307. 

iBLAVD,  Edwards's  first   subscrlptlans 

for  tbe  College  obtained  In,  71. 

FIBS,  Thomas,  passenger  in  sloop  Sallj 

tor  Charleston,  148. 

TBS,  Thomas  P.,  chairman  ot  committee 
rect  bnildlng  tor  grammar  school,  62. 
Hope,  wife  of  Thomas  P.  and  daugh- 
of  Nicholas   Brown,  Sen.,  22S,  142, 


ON,  at  the  Forge,  327. 
AMIS,  Samuel,  Calvlnlstio  Baptist  mln- 
iBter  of  England,   received   degree   ot 
A.  M.  In  1770, 165,  249. 

Jakes,  Thomas,  one  ot  the  founders  of 
Rhode  Island,  202. 

JxiTBBSOK,  Thomas,  letter  to  Rhode  Is- 
land delegates  la  Congress  respecUnK 
petition   to  King  ot   France,   362-353. 


Jsirckis,  Joseph ,  ancestor  of  the  Jenokes 
family,  B30. 

Jbnckbs,  Joseph,  Jr.,  Governor  ot  the 
Colony,  620. 

Jkhcksb,  Nathaniel ,  brother  ot  the  above, 
leader  ot  the  military  forces  ot  the  Col- 
ony, 620. 

Jbnckbs,  William,  brother  ot  the  above, 
Chlet  Justice,  S20. 

Jbnckbs,  Ebenezer,  brother  ot  tbe  above, 
elder  of  the  Baptist  church,  father  of 
Judge  Daniel,  210,  B20. 

Jbnckbs,  Judge  Daniel,  son  ot  Ebenezer, 
name  not  meutlonsd  In  original  petition 
for  charter,917:  opposed  granting  of  tbe 
Stllea  Charter,  517-618;  Stiles  draft 
delivered  to  by  General  Assembly 
on  request,  B22;    name   mentioned   In 
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pleambte  to  Cbarter  flo&lly  gTanted, 
03C;  Corporator,  536;  Charter  Trustee, 
531 ;  Baptist  Trustee,  1T70.  M9;  Jenckaa's 
liistoiy  of  the  Chartet  aa  given  in  Hot- 
gan  Edirards'B  manuscript  mateiiala 
fot  history  of  the  Baptiati  la  Rhode  Is- 
land, 0:il-fi23;  present  Bt  first  meeting 
ol  the  Corporation.  G2;  present  at 
second  meeting,  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential men  of  ProTldence,  6T;  present 
at  final  meeting  to  determine  perma- 
nent location  of  the  College,  121;  Bep- 
reaentaiive  to  General  Asaembly  In 
1TT0, 129;  member  ol  committee  to  pr»- 
Bent  and  enforce  Kemonstrance  of  Cor- 
poration, 132;  chairman  of  committee 
appointed  b;  Baptist  church  to  wait 
on  Manning  upon  hU  arrival  at  Provi- 
dence, 214;  moderator  of  church  meet- 
ing that  appointed  Manning  to  preach 
and  administer  communion,  21T ;  died 
in  ITT4,  biographical  sketch,  020~S21. 

JiNCKBS,  John,  son  of  Judge  Daniel,  In 
town  meeting,  added  to  committee  to 
lay  Providence  subscriptions  before 
Corporation,  IIS;  on  committee  to  fix 
upon  suitable  place  for  College  edifice, 
113, 136;  member  of  Building  Commit- 
tee,139, 190;  edificeset  on  the  hilt  oppo- 
site hia  hOQse,  191;  chairman  of  com- 
mittee to  procure  oak  timber  (or  new- 
meeting-house,  220;  chairman  of  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  eleven,  221 ;  manager 
of  lottery,  232;  member  of  Committee 
of  Inspection  during  the  War,  283;  ap- 
pointed Trustee  In  place  of  his  father, 
deceased.  263;  present  at  meeting  of 
Corporation  In  1T80,  333;  baptised  by 
Manning,  present  at  meeting  in  17S2, 
330;  has  set  of  Gordon's  history,  467; 
signed  letter  to  Manning  requesting 
him  to  preach,  4T2;  sickness  of.  Man- 
ning writes,  "  our  dear  friend  almost 
gone,"483;  noUce  of  decease,  483, 

Jbnckbs,  Bhoda,  daughter  of  Judge 
Daniel,  wife  of  Kicholaa  Brown,  and 
mother  of  Hon.  Nicholas  Brown,  and 


Mrs.  Hope  Ives,  wile  of  Thomaa  Poyn- 
ton  Ives,  im. 

Jehckxs,  Joaeph,  prosecuted  hia  studies 
during  the  War,  admitted  to  degree  of 
A.  B  ,  336. 

Jbhckes,  Jonathan,  marrlad  to  widow 
Bowers,  444. 

JiKxufs,  Joseph,  CalTlnlstlc  Baptist  min- 
ister of  England,  sa. 

JuHuros,  James,  of  England,  recom- 
mended by  Ryland  for  College  honors, 
174. 

JsHHiHaa,  Andrew,  of  Fall  Btver,  B^t- 
tlst  Trastee,  549. 

Jbwett,  Charles  C,  Librarian  of  Brown 
Univeraity,  Guild  his  aoccessor,  1. 

Jews,  children  of  admitted  to  College 
without  restraint,  130. 

JoBHSON,  Dr..  of  Ct.,  member  of  Congress 
ol  Confederation,  complimented  Man- 
ning as  a  ready  writer,  436. 

Johnson,  J.  B,,  Trustee  of  Union  College, 
objected  to  Maxcy  as  candidate  for 
President,  44T. 

Johnson's  nnirersal  Cyclopsedia,  article 
on  Baptist  history  at  variance  with  ao- 
knowledged  facts,  198. 

Johnston,  formerly  part  of  Providence, 
incorporated  In  1709, 212. 

JoHBs,  Mr.,  ot  Connecticut,  314. 

Jokes,  Alexander,  prosecuted  his  studies 
during  the  War,  admitted  to  degree  of 
A.  B.,  336. 

Jones,  David,  pupil  sf  Isaac  Eaton,  at 
Hopewell,  9 ;  missionary  to  the  Indians, 
193;  received degreeof  A.M. ,361;  Ch^i- 
laln  In  the  American  Army,  319. 

JoHBS,  HoraUoGates,  writer's  obligations 
CO  acknowledged,  S. 

JoNBS,  Jenkin,  early  pastor  of  Baptist 
church,  Philadelphia,  14. 

Jokes,  John,  331. 

JoHEs,  Morgan,  Calvlnlatic  Baptiat  min- 
ister ot  England,  245. 

Jokes,  Bobert  Btrettle,  name  omitted  in 
Stilesdraftof  Cbarter,S20;  Corporator, 
B36;  Charter  Trustee, 038;  accompanied 
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Bamael  Jones  to  Newport  on  aSalr  ol 
the  Charter,  Blfl;  received  degree  ot 
A.  H.  at  First  Comment^meut,  Si; 
reference  to,  322. 
JOHU,  Samuel,  pnpil  of  Isaao  Eaton  at 
Hopewell,  9;  oneof  the  toandersof  the 
College,  20;  name  omitted  in  the  Stiles 
draft  of  charter,  520;  Corporator,  S36; 
Charter  Fellow,  &38;  sent  to  Newport 
hy  Philadelphia  Association  on  aitalr 
of  the  Charter,  happily  drafted  present 
Charter,  M9;  represented  Philadelphia 
Association  at  meeting  o(  Warren  Aa- 
soclatlon,  remodeled  Dr.  8tlles's  draft, 
first  choice  of  memhers  of  Corporation 
to  sacceed  Manning,  TS;  received  degree 
of  A.  M,  at  Ficst  Commencement,  M; 
attends  conference  ot  Baptists  in  Car- 
penter's Hall,  2?8;  visits  Colonel  Miles 
in  company  with  Manning  and  Ed- 
wards, 10,  3i»l  Manning's  references  to 
in  aiMr,  323,  320,  326;  Manning's  inti- 
mate friend,  educator  ot  youth,  one  of 
the  master  aplrlta  ot  Philadelphia  Asso- 
ciation, Judge  Howell  writes  to  by  re- 
qnest  ot  members  ot  Corporation,  on 
decease  of  Manning,  with  view  to  the 
Presidency  of  the  College,  321,  499; 
brief    blograpliical    sketch,   321.     See 

LlTTKKS. 

JoRBi,  Timothy,  Salntatorlan  of  Class  ot 

in*,  260. 
JmaoN,  Edward,  of  New  York,  Baptist 

Trnstee,  M9. 

Eaimbs's  Elements  ot  Criticism,  355. 

Kanb,  Henry,  executor  ot  estate  of  Ben- 
jamin WalUn,  421. 

Kkach's  Singing  an  Ordinance  ot  Christ, 
cited,  215. 

Ekahi,  Robert,  founder  ot  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  197, 

Krkn,  William  W.,  of  PhlladelpUa,  Bap< 
tlst  Fellow,  590. 

Kbitr,  George,  booksellet  in  London, 
died  in  1T82,  John  Gill, 


of  estate  of  Rev.  Dr.  Gill, 
192. 
Kbi.I:BN,  William  v.,  of  Boston,  Baptist 

Trustee,  550. 
KiLLT,  Erasmns,  received  degree  In  1TT3, 

189. 
EBHHBDT'a  Chronology,  356. 
EiHTiBH   GoABss,   James   M.   yarniun, 
Commander  of,  99. 

Kehtdckt,  first  settled  by  Baptists,  des- 
titute of  books,  ministers  illiterate, 
Manniug's  plan  to  educate,  God  doing 
wonders  in,  403,  400-406,  415. 

Kino  of  France,  petition  to  from  Corpo- 
ration, to  establish  professorship  of 
French  languageinthe  College,  350-361. 

Kma,  David,  President  for  thirty  years 
ot  New  port  Historiual  Society,  possessor 
of  Stiles  manuscript  of  charter  for 
another  college,  134. 

Kino's  "  Mother  Church,"  cited,  198. 

KiNOSBURT,  John,  Secretary  of  Corpora- 
tion, member  ol  committee  of  five  on 
subject  ot  taxation,  546. 

Kinoslit's  Lite  of  Dr.  Stiles,  cited,  516. 

KtHztE,  James,  attends  conference  with 
Baptists  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  278. 

Eibbrioht'b  buildings,  ruins  of,  323,  324. 

Knioht's  Ijondon  Illustrated,  cited,  223. 

Knioht'b  Six  Principle  Baptists,  cited, 
42,72,479. 

Khowlbs's  Memoir  of  Roger  Williams, 
cited,  203,206,210,611. 

Knox,  General,  at  West  Point,  328, 410. 

EoLiiOCK,  Lemuel,  of  Bonth  Carolina, 
Taledictoiian  ot  Class  of  1786, 442. 

Laino.  Benjamin,  lands  of,  adjoining  farm 
ot  James  Manning,  23. 

liATsa,  Christiana,  wife  ot  James  Man- 
ning, and  grandmother  of  President 
Manning,  23. 

Lamb,  Charles,  playful  remark  on  Cor- 
lyle'sBookot  Job,  434. 

Lambbkt,  Nathaniel,  oration  at  Com- 
mencement o(  nST,  446. 
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Lahdkd  poMe«aloni,  t1«w»  of  Granville 
Sharp  on,  and  also  upon  uncultiTated 
landa  in  Ameiica,  408. 

LiPBAM,  Oacar,  of  Providence,  Episcopal 
Trustee,  BOO. 

Latin,  stndenU  not  allowed  to  apeak  to 
one  another  except  in,  270,  397;  Uan- 
nlng'i  eSorU  to  have  Baptist  minlsterB 
of  education  engage  in  teacbing,  311. 

IiATin  Bboadsicrc.  accoant  of  at  First 
Commencement,  88-89. 

Latin  SALUTAioai,  copy  of  Fresldent 
Ifannlng'8  In  his  own  hand  writing  In 
the  writer's  possesiion,  32;  copy  of 
Blcbard  Stites's  at  First  Commence- 
ment, with  the  other  orations,  pre- 
served, 93. 

Latin  School,  or  Hopewell  Academy, 
foanded  hj  Philadelphia  Association, 
8:  begun  In  Providence  In  ITGS  by  Ben- 
jamin Stelle,  10;  Manning  opens  one 
in  Warren  with  a  view  to  College  In- 
struction, now  the  Cnlvarait;  Qrammar 
School,  history  of,  01-62;  described  by 
Backns  in  letter  to  Dr.  Gill,  63 ;  In  1766 
flourishing,  69;  in  charge  of  Manning 
at  Providence,  for  a  long  time  con- 
nected with  the  College,  In  1810  Corpo- 
ration erected  brick  bulldlnglor  its  use, 
188;  BtlU  under  the  care  of  Manning, 
taoght  by  a  graduate,  243;  a  graaimar 
master  (1T83)  keeps  school  in  the  Col- 
lege edifice,  367 ;  removed  next  year  to 
the  Bilck  School  House,  taught  by  Wil- 
liam Wilkinson,  account  of,  387-388;  in 
17M  Corporation  voted,  that  the  Presi- 
dent use  bis  influence  to  establish  a 
Grammar  School  as  an  appendage  to 
the  College,  387. 

Lattino,  Joanna,  lonrth  wife  of  Stephen 
Gano,  414. 

Law,  Andrew,  member  of  class  of  17TS, 
became  prominent  clergyman,  286,  28S. 

Lawrence,  Deacon,  Hanning  visits,  32T. 

Lawbehb,  Professor,  of  Philadelphia,  323. 

Laws  and  Cdbtohs,    See  Collbob. 

Latiwo  on  of  Hands,  practiced  by  the 


Scotch  Plains  Church,  and  by  all  the 
Baptist  churches  in  Rhode  Island  when 
Manning  founded  church  in  Warren, 
00;  occasion  of  controversy  in  Baptist 
charch,  Providence,  controversy  agita- 
ted anew  in  1732,208-210.  SmSuPbin- 
ciTLE   BAPTisrB.    Also  Ikfosition  or 

LzAKHED,  Asa,  EkSBOclated  with  Wlltlan 
Wilkinson  as  an  Instructor, 387. 

LcDOTT.Blal, Elder,  311:  present  at  meet- 
ing of  Warren  Association  in  Provi- 
dence, 33S. 

Leb,  Hr.,  of  Connecticut,  314. 

LaaiSLATUKE  of  Bhode  Island,  a  more  in- 
bmonsset  of  men  under  the  character 
of  a  Legislature  never  disgraced  th« 
annals  of  the  world,  441 ;  our  mleta  are 
deliberately  wicked,  40S;  It  they  knew 
how  foreigners  look  upon  them  they 
would  blush,  4Gb).    See  also  Gehbbai. 


LaLAND,  Ebenezer,  ISO. 

LkIiAhd,  Thomas,  tutor  to  Bev.  Angustus 
Toplady,  232. 

Lbnon,  Richard,  from  Baltimore,  3S6; 
letter  respecting  Manning  and  the  Col- 
lege, 340. 

Leokakd.  Oliver  B.,  writer's  grateful  ac- 
knowledgmenta  to  for  particulars  r». 
spectlng  Manning's  family,  23. 

LcoNiDAs,  signature  to  a  paper  severely 
handling  Congress,  322. 

Lbttebs  raoii  James  MAKimro  to  John 
Berridge,  302;  Abraham  Booth,  XW, 
393. 431, 473 ;  Committee  of  Senior  Class, 
286;  Corporation  of  the  College,  340; 
Moses  Brown,  309;  Nicholas  Brawn, 
119;  Caleb  Evans,  388,  404,  430;  John 
0111,420,422;  WlllUm  Gordon,  430;  A. 
Howard,  3D0;  David  Howell,  66,  311, 
347,  396,  400,  418;  Henry  Kane,  3fiS; 
Thomas  Lapham,  128;  Thomas  Lle- 
welyn, 181,  368;  Thomas  Mackaneu, 
402;  Jeremiah  Manning,  3St,  428;  Na- 
than Miller,  439,  440;  John  Rlppon,  SH, 
396,  412,  427;  John  Byland,  171, 186, 191. 
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»1,  2S3,  257, 2M,  360;  John  Ryland,  Jr., 
390;  Onnvltle  Shup,  409;  Hezsklfth 
Smitb,  121,  ITO,  23e,  380,  3BT,  43B,  444, 
451, 4U,  460, 4T6, 483. 493:  Samuel  Sten- 
nett,  1G9,  ITS,  193,  363;  Margaret  Stltes, 
34;  Thomas  Ustick,  2S3,  310,  381,  398, 
4Sti  Bei>jamiDWalUii,23S,2H,2ST,296; 
Isaac  Woodmau,  235. 

IjRtbu  to  Jambs  Uahhimo  from  mem- 
bers ol  Baptist  church,  4T2;  Abraham 
Booth,  303,  4T4,  484;  Morgan  Bdwards, 
141,458,627;  Caleb  St  ana,  391,  417,459, 
475;  John  Gill,  420,  421,  423;  William 
Gordon,  440,  46S;  Oilver  Hart,  2T,  37, 
149,  202;  William  Richards,  488;  John 
Rippon,  373,403,485;  John  Rylaod,  172, 
230,243;  Granville  Sharp,  407;  Samnel 
8t«Dnett,  161,  362;  Benjamin  Wallin, 
239,  296 ;  Isaac  Woodman,  233. 

Lbttkbs  MiBCBL[.Ai(KOnB,  Ibsbo  Backoa 
Co  John  Qill,  64;  Isaac  Backns  to  John 
Itipptin,499;  George  Banuratt  to  Reuben 
A.  Guild,  B29;  MoBSB  Brown  to  Francis 
Wa7land,137;  Nicholas  Brown  to  Hei- 
ekiah  Bmith,  183, 430,443;  David  Howell 
to  Stephen  Hopkins,  311;  David  Howell 
to  Samuel  Jones,  498;  Richard  Lemon 
to  Robert  Carter,  340;  Letter  in  New- 
port Uvrtairy  respecting  location  of  the 
College,  124;  William  B,  Sprague  to 
Benben  A.Gulld,02(i,0aS;  Samuel  Still- 
man  to  Heiekiafa  Smith,  498;  Charles 
H.  Wyatt  to  Renben  A.  Guild,  130. 

Lbwu  the  Little,  and  Washington  the 
Great,  482. 

LsxiKDTOK,  battle  ot,  newsxeached  Prov- 
idence In  two  days,  one  thousand  mili- 
tia readylo  march  at  once,  2H;  like  an 
electric  stroke,  put  a  stop  to  revival  ol 
religion,  2H. 

LtBBHTT,  British  armed  sloop,  boarded 
by  a  mob,  dlsniantled,  etc.,  BT. 

LiBKAKv,  removed  to  Wrentham  dnrlng 
the  War,  98;  consists  (in  1T72)  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  volamea,  and  those 
not  well  chosen,  181;  receives  from  ez- 
ecntorsof  estate  of  Dr.  GUI  his  works 


and  Utty-two  folio  volnmes  of  the  Fa- 
thers, lSO-192;  John  Brown's  liberal 
offer  respecting,  847;  College  laws  re- 
specting In  1783,  357-^09;  clasiiBcatloD 
ot  the  first  manuscript  oatologne,  3S8; 
seven  hundred  ponnds  anbsoribed  for 
books  and  philosophical  apparatus,  U> 
brary  consists  (1783)  of  about  five  hun- 
dred volumes,  most  of  which  are  very 
ancient,  and  very  useless,  as  well  a« 
very  ragged  and  unsightly,  3SS;  oneot 
these  unsightly  volumes  Roger  Wil- 
liams's copy  of  Eliot's  Indian  Bible, 
366;  catalogue  made  out  with  great 
cAre,  attention,  and  labor  by  Manning, 
380 ;  sent  to  Caleb  Evans,  388 ;  fourteen 
hundred  volumes  ordered  from  Lon> 
don,  adonatlon  from  John  Brown,  3S9; 
Library  now  consists  (1T8G)  of  two  thon- 
Band  volumes,  411 ;  kept  in  chamber  on 
second  floor  of  Ci>llege  edifice,  addi- 
tional regulations  respecting,  students 
to  come  to,  lour  at  a  time,  when  sent 
for,  preservation  and  not  circnlatlon 
the  leading  consideration,  411-412;  do- 
nation from  Bristol  Education  Society 
per  Caleb  Evans,  117;  Nicholas  Brown 
commenced  his  benefactions  by  pre- 
sentlng  five  hundred  volumes  of  law 
books,  442;  receives  a  bequest  in  1818 
of  thirteen  hundred  volumes  from  Wil- 
liam Richards,  of  Lynn,  England,  492. 

LiOBT  Infahtrt  Cohfamt,  of  Providence, 
291;  Incorporated  in  1,774, 261. 

Lincoln,  James  S.,  Providence  artist, 
painted  portrait  of  Manning  from  th* 
original,  006. 

LiU'iBunaB,  Mr,,  accompanied  Mrs. 
Manning  from  Newport  to  Warren,  48. 

Lena,  Moses,  Jewish  merchant  of 
Charleston,  snfascribed  twenty  pound* 
for  the  College,  ISO. 

LnmsAT,  Captain  of  the  packet  Hannah, 
184. 

LiHiMST,  B.,  of  Connectlcnt,  314. 

Liprm,  Moses,  member  ot  committee  to 
erect  Grammar  School  building,  02. 
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LrrcHFiBLD,  Joseph,  grftduaMd  In  cIm* 
of  1773, 3*7. 

LncHriKLD.  Connecticut,  316. 

Ln-TLBPiBLD,  Hajor,  at  West  Point,  328. 

LiTTLBHALB,  Junes  and  Abraham,  IM. 

LiviNOSTON,  Oeoi^.  residence  Bl  Eliza- 
beth town,  318. 

Llkweltk.  Tbomns,  Morgan  Bdwardi 
studied  Divinity  under,  14;  subscribed 
£31 10a,fortlie  College,  71;  Corporation 
voted  him  thanks  for  donation  of  a  pair 
of  globes,  6t(;  good  friend  of  Manning, 
162;  Baptist Tmsteefoimanagementof 
Dr.  Moore's  Indian  college  funds,  163 ; 
memb«T  of  Baptist  Committee  to  act  In 
conjunction  with  agent  of  Warreu  As- 
sociation to  procure  redress,  etc.,  166; 
friendship  for  the  College  satlsfactorj, 
176;  diHtlnguisbed  Cambro  ■  British 
scholar  of  London,  MaDuIng  opens  cor- 
respondence with,  181 ;  brief  notice  of, 
Manning  n-rltes  to  him  a  second  time 
urging  him  to  patronise  the  College 
and  give  it  hU  name,  36S-3T0;  "Lle- 
welyn College "  appears  well  when 
written,  and  sounds  no  less  agreeablj 
when  spoken,  369;  Sub-librarian  of  the 
British  Museum,  118. 

JjDCATioN  of  the  College,  account  of  the 
contest  for,  108-lM;  flnnl  vote  of  the 
Corporation,  "  that  the  said  edifice  be 
built  in  the  town  of  Providence,  and 
there  be  continued  forever,"  121. 

Locke  on  the  Understanding,  3B6. 

LooAK,  William,  Corporator.  S36;  Charter 
Fellow,  038, 

LoNDrBLLOw,  sings  of  Priscilla  Mullins 
and  John  Alden,  446. 

IiOKolKUS  o:\  the  Sublime,  35G. 

IiOHa  Lahk,  Boston,  now  called  Federal 
Street,  490. 

IiOssiHos's  field  Book  of  the  Bevolntloo, 
cited,  321, 324. 

LoTTBBY  to  defray  expense  of  building 
parsonage  In  Warren,  72;  to  defray  ex- 
pense ol  building  new  meeting-house 
in  Providence,  222;  account  of  lotteries 


in  Rhode  Island  and  elsewhere,  73.  SSI- 
222;  Ryland's  view  concerning  In  rep); 
to  Manning's  query,  187, 232. 

IiOYB's  Surveying,  356. 

IiOWTb's  Vernacular  Grammar,  SSS. 

Loyalists,  or  Tories,  generally  of  the 
Episcopal  faith,  304. 

LrcAB,  Mark,  came  over  from  England 
with  Roger  Williams  Id  1644, 1U9:  bap- 
tized with  John  Clarke  In  Seekook 


Riv( 


,  207. 


LtrDt>timTOi<,  Colonel,  328. 

Ludlow,  Mrs.  Peter,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Gano,  presented  Manning's  portfolio  of 
correspondence  to  Library,  4. 

LnTHSBAH  Church,  Philadelphia,  annual 
meeting  of  Philadelphia  Association 
held  In,  when  establishment  of  a  Col- 
lege was  decided  upon,  18. 

Lyman,  Mr.,  of  New  Haven,  32B. 

Lyhdoh,  Josias,  present  at  first  meeting 
of  Baptists  in  Newport  to  consider 
Manning's  plan  for  a  College  In  Rhode 
Island,  appointed  a  committee  to  draw 
up  a  charter.  43-41,  S14 ;  signer  to  orig- 
inal petition,  917:  Corporator,  935; 
Charter  Trustee,  338;  Baptist  Tmsiee 
in  1770,  M9 ;  present  at  first  and  second 
meetlngsof  Corporation,  52, 57;  present 
at  final  meeting  to  determine  location. 
121 ;  voted  In  favor  of  Newport,  136. 

Ltitdom,  Samnel,  signed  original  petition 
for  charter.  917. 

LroH,  Emory,  Principal  of  University 
Grammar  School,  S2. 

Lyok's  Farms,  Manning  preaches  a^  319, 


McCLBLLAy,  William,  prosecutes  his 
Btadies  during  the  War,  admitted  to 
degree  of  A.  B.,  336. 

Maccldbb.  David,  made  concluding 
prayer  at  Tutor  Flint's  ordination,  184. 

McDnoAL.  General  Commander  of  Fort 
Arnold,  West  Point,  328. 

Mackakbss.  Thomaa.  merchant  of  Lon- 
don, 291.  29T. 
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HcKw,  John,  membei  of  Baptiat  church, 
Pfalladelpfale,  384. 

KcKiMS  from  Balttmore,  328. 

Hix:laukih's  work  on  Fluxlona,  2U. 

ICacleah,  Ex-PrsBldeut  o(  College  of 
New  Jersey,  hl«torT  cited,  2S,  36. 

HcMastkk'b  Historj',  cited,  4S0. 

HcNbil  BnildiDg,  WeatmliiiteT  Street, 
aouth«TD  part  owDSd  by  College,  Mid 
taxed  by  City  ABBesson,  648. 

Uaidstohr,  sloop-of-war,  burnt  In  pnblic 
Bquare,Newport,86. 

Ualcom,  Charles  H.,  iDatrnmental  in  lo- 
cating Stllea  draft  ol  charter,  B3B. 

Makhihg,  Jeffrey,  one  of  the  earllsat  aet- 
tleraof  the  Placataway  township,  great- 
grandfather of  President  Manning,  S3. 

MAHinNO,  James,  grandfather  of  Presi- 
dent Manning,  23. 

UAJtHiHa,  Jamea,  aon  ot  Jamaa  and  Chris- 
tiana  (I^alng)  Manning,  and  father  o( 
President  Manning,  23 

Hanniko,  Grace,  daughter  ot  Joaeph  and 
Rebecca  (Drake)  PItz  Bondolph,  and 
mother  o't  President  Hanning,  23. 

Hahitiko,  children  ol  Jamea  and  Chrla- 
tlana  (l4ilng)  Manning,  aa  mentioned 
in  will,  1T30,  23,24. 

HAmraia,  children  ot  James  and  Oraoe 
(Fits  Randolph)  Manning,  parents  of 
Ptesldent  Manning,  21. 

HAltifnro,  Jamea,  Bon  ot  Jamea  and  Grace 
Manning,  one  ot  aevan  children,  34; 
birth,  parentage,  and  family,  22;  first 
pupil  of  Isaac  Eaton  at  Hopewell  Acad- 
emy, 9;  thoroughly  lustrQcted  in  the 
radimenta  ot  knowledge,  beoomea  the 
BDbJect  o(renewinggrace,24;  bapHied 
at  the  age  ot  twenty,  entera  the  Fresh- 
man Clasa  at  College  ot  New  Jersey, 
now  Princeton  UnlTersity,  36;  aooonnt 
ot  hia  inatmctoTS,  27;  atndent  life,  dta- 
tlngntahed  in  his  yoath  for  skill  in 
•thietica,  gracefulueis,  and  Immense 
bulk  in  mature  yeara,  31;  claaamatealn 
College,  31 ;  gradnatea  in  1T62  with  the 
Latin   Salutatory,    parchment  for   hia 


Bachelor's  degree  preaerved,  32;  es- 
teemed a  anitable  leader  In  the  work  of 
founding  a  Baptlat  college,  21;  trial  ot 
hia  ministerial  gitts  before  Scotch 
Plains  Church,  December,  1T62, 33;  li- 
censed to  preach  Fab.  6, 1763,  married 
March  23d  following,  34;  marriage  a 
■onroe  of  great  domestic  felicity,  no 
children,  wife  proteased  religion  In 
1776,  36;  ordained  and  set  apart  as  a 
preacher  and  evangelist,  April  19, 1763, 
36;  trarels  In  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, 42,  ITS;  invited  byOUrerHart  to 
settle  in  Charleston  as  assUtaut  pas- 
tor, 37;  Journey  to  Halifax,  on  hUway 
stops  at  Newport  and  makes  the  motion 
for  a  Baptist  college  in  Bhode  laland, 
43;  present  at  the  several  sessions  of 
the  Leglslatnre  which  fln ally  granted 
the  Charter,  personal  influence,  44-4S; 
name  omitted  In  the  Stiles  draft,  620; 
Corporator,  S38;  Charter  Fellow,  838; 
personal  narrative  of  efforts  to  estahllah 
the  College  and  secure  Charter.  614- 
616, 617-619;  receives  a  call  dated  Feb. 
17,  1TS3,  to  oome  and  aettle  among  the 
people  at  Warren,  occepta,  and  at  once 
opens  Latin  School  with  a  view  to  CoU 
lege  liistmctlon,48;  Baptist  church  or- 
ganised, and  he  becomes  the  pastor, 
60-61;  present  at  first  meeting  of  the 
Corporation,  62;  at  second  meeting  in 
1T66,  chosen  Prealdent  ot  the  College, 
63 ;  designated  by  Backua  as  one  ot  the 
three  liberally  educated  Baptist  mln- 
Istera  in  New  England,  S4;  Inatromen- 
tal  in  founding  the  Warren  Associa- 
tion, author  ot  sentiments,  plan,  and 
circular  letter,  connection  throngh  lite 
with  both  the  Warren  and  the  Philadel- 
phia Associations,  T2-80;  chairman  of' 
committee  to  fix  upon  snitable  place  for 
College  edifice,  113;  favors  Providence 
tor  the  location,  IIT;  spirited  anouy- 
moua  letter  to  Nlcholaa  Brown  on  the 
question  ol  location,  119-130 ;  preaent  aC 
the  final  meeting  which  determined  the 
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location,  120;  write*  to  bla  tri«nd  And 
cUumaM,  HezeUftb  Smith,  then  get- 
ting BQbacriptions  tot  the  College  In 
Sonth  Carolin*.  giving  an  acconnt  ol 
the  contest  between  Providence  and 
Newport,  lZl-123;  sailed  a  "wolf  In 
■beep's  clothing,"  b^  a  disappointed 
citlEen  ol  Newpott,  In  a  oanBtle  news- 
paper article,  120;  member  of  commit- 
tee of  five  to  prepare  remonitrauce  to 
General  Aasembl;  against  granting 
Chanertoi  another  college, 132;  chair- 
man of  committee  to  prepare  complete 
model  of  proposed  building,  NaiBBU 
Hall,  at  Princeton,  taken  toi  model, 
140;  prayertnlly  conaldeis  the  snudet- 
ing  of  his  connection  with  the  chnrcb 
in  Warren  in  order  to  go  with  the  Col- 
lege to  Providence,  110;  leaves  War- 
ren Ha7  4,  ITTO,  and  begins  the  College 
at  Providence,  148;  gives  Bight  Hand 
ol  Fellowship  at  ordination  of  Samnel 
Shepard,  161;  constrained  to  forego 
ease  and  worldl;  advantage  In  dis- 
charge of  official  duties,  way  strewn 
with  thorns,  ITS,  1T8-1T9;  took  no  part 
in  ordination  of  Charles  Thompson,  his 
X  Warren,  cliurch  displeased 
t  of  bla  leaving  tbem  to  go 
with  the  College,  lOOj  still  has  charge 
of  the  Latin  Bchool,  advertises  In  Proo- 
idence  OaietU,  IHS ;  temporary  absence 
from  the  College  suggested  in  order  to 
solicit  donations  abroad,  190;  salary 
from  church  and  College  in  ITTl 
amounted  to  five  hundred  dollars,  be- 
sides use  ol  President's  bouse  and  the 
emoluments  ol  his  school,  191 ;  Invited 
to  preach  and  administer  commnnlon 
tor  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  suc- 
ceeds Elder  Winaor  as  pastor,  213-21T; 
revival  of  religion  as  a  result  ol  his  min- 
istry,21S;  moderatorof  meetings  of  the 
Society  in  reference  to  a  new  meeting- 
house, Z19~S20;  chairman  ol  committee 
to  draft  Charter  for  Charitable  Baptist 
Society,  221,  226;   preaches   dedication 


sermon  on  opening  of  the  new  honse. 
May  28,  177S,  223;  dlscontaged  from 
going  abroad  to  solicit  funds,  2M; 
preached  in  seven  Congregatlonalist 
meeting-houses  in  Connecticnt,  23Ti 
makes  a  tour  in  Connecticut  aoeom- 
panled  by  Solomon  Drowne,  217; 
charge  to  the  graduating  olasa  ol  ITTS 
in  full,  24T-249;  visita  churches  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut  during  va- 
cation, memorandaof  ]oumey,SSt-SS2; 
in  hi*  discipline  not  nnmindfnl  of  da 
rod,  Wi;  wonders  how  men  by  human 
laws  can  establish  a  religion  and  have 
the  effrontery  to  call  it  Christ's  kli^- 
dom,  254 ;  siok  for  several  months  with 
little  hope  of  recovery,  2SB;  a  believer 
with  the  Master  in  "Hoses  and  the 
Prophets,"  271;  attends  with  Backus 
the  Conference  with  Continental  Con- 
gress, opens  the  Conference  with  speech 
and  reads  memorial,  278;  communi- 
cates with  class  of  1776  respecting  Com- 
mencement, 286-287;  pnbllsbee  notice 
of  suspension  of  College  studies  on  ao- 
countoftheWar,293;  hearsln Virginia 
the  celebrated  Fristoe,  and  returns 
home  to  preach  with  renewed  zeal,  ac- 
count ol  remarkable  revival  which  fol- 
lowed his  preaching  in  1774  and  1773, 
296-297;  his  position  as  a  psstor  and 
political  leader  during  the  War,  in- 
stances of  his  humane  disposition  and 
ability  to  discharge  civil  functions,  re- 
pairs to  Connecticut  and  obtains  aid  for 
the  distressed  In  Bhode  Tsland,  letter 
to  Moses  Brown  concerning,  307-310; 
obtains  from  Oeneral  Sullivan  an  order 
of  reprieve  for  three  men  sentenced  to 
death,  308;  anecdote  of,  respecting  the 
Dark  Day,  310 ;  sets  out  on  a  Journey  to 
the  Jerseys,  April  29. 1779,  journal  of, 
314-331;  visits  West  Point  on  his  re- 
turn, 32T-328;  proposes  to  revive  Col- 
lege instmctlon,  and  ordered  t?  the 
Corporation  "to  begin,"  333;  present 
at  meeting  of  Ws^ren  Association  held 
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tor  the  flnit  time  In  Pravidence,  Sep- 
tember, 1T83,  339;  attends  meeting  of 
Philadelphia  AMociatloa  In  October 
followicig,  and  tepretenta  coDdition  ol 
the  College  and  Its  preaslng  needa, 
obliged  to  teeujh  three  claases  hlmseil 
on  a  lalarr  of  £80, 340;  atitt  entertains 
the  Ides  ol  going  abroad  and  soliciting 
donationa  tor  the  College,  312;  offers 
hlH  services  to  the  Corporation  In  a 
memorial  addreas,  Jan.2T,  1T83,  address 
in  full,  3W-946;  appointed  to  make  oat 
Catalogue  otthe  III  braijr.MT;  appointed 
with  Dr.  Btlllmsn  and  Dr.  Wnterhonse 
to  draft  address  and  petition  to  the 
King  of  France  lor  hla  patronage  of 
the  College,  requested  by  the  Corpora- 
tion to  Bollclt  benefactions  In  the  Mid- 
dle States,  348;  remark  made  concern- 
ing by  ft  dlstlugnished  foreigner  present 
at  Commencement,  "naiima  pittttd- 
«n,"  born  to  preside,  300;  chairman 
o(  committee  to  form  digest  of  College 
laws,  3G5:  discipline  "mild  and  peace- 
ful," 309;  devlseB  plan  to  aid  poor  stu- 
dents similar  to  modem  system  of 
scholarships,  368;  before  the  War  kept 
small  assortment  of  books  imported 
yearly  from  London,  368;  never  In  one 
instance  doubted  the  jastlee.  of  the 
American  cause, itTO;  attended  meeting 
of  Warren  Association  in  Hlddlebor- 
ough,  380;  prominent  In  the  affair  of 
Elhanan  Winchester  and  Baptist 
chuTcb,  384 ;  appointed  to  solicit  dona- 
tions for  the  College  In  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  writes  letters  on  the  sub- 
ject to  Samuel  Btennett  and  others  in 
Xnglasd,  386;  oppressed  with  number 
less  and  varied  cares,  amusing  letter 
from  [>oct.  Waterhouserespecting.SSS; 
conscious  of  his  want  of  qualifications 
for  the  honor  of  aD.D.,at  best  but  an 
emptyaonnd,3B9;  received  the  degree 
from  Dniverelty  of  Pennsylvania  In 
1785,  through  influence  ol  Thomas  0s- 
tlck,  parchment  in  the  writer's  posses- 


sion, WO ;  still  on  the  hill  at  Providence 
overwhelmed  with  cares,  at  times  al- 
most decided  to  visit  England,  402; 
philanthropic  efforts  to  secure  for  the 
Baptist  churches  an  educated  ministry, 
406;  can  command  but  little  time  tor 
reading,  412;  aids  In  ordaining  to  the 
ministry  Stephen  Gano,  in  New  York, 
413;  conceives  a  plan  for  furnishing 
illiterate  Baptist  ministers  in  Ken- 
tucky with  books,  oorrespondence  on 
the  snbject,  403, 405-406, 419;  appointed 
by  Oeneral  Assembly  to  represent 
Rhode  Island  In  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation, Asher  Bobblns's  account  of 
his  appointment,  429-426;  master  of  all 
important  questions  debated  In  Con- 
gress, complimented  by  Dr.  Jackson, 
of  Connecticut,  for  his  readiness  and 
skill asawilter,4a6;  in  his  correspond- 
ence gives  reason  why  he  entered  Con- 
gress, desires  to  recover  sum  due  the 
College  for  rent  and  damages  during 
the  war,  appointment  only  for  sIe 
months,  428,  431;  always  deemed  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  church  Incompati- 
ble  with  College  engagements,  yet  he 
preached,  administered  the  ordinances, 
visited  the  sick,  attended  funerals, 
etc.,  for  fifteen  years,  428;  his  Idea  of  a 
saccessor,  "  a  man  of  letters,  politeness, 
strict  piety,  and  orthodoxy,  of  popular 
talents,  possessed  □(  a  good  share  of 
human  prudence,  and  no  bigot,"  428- 
429;  not  able  to  attend  the  duties  o( 
both  a  pastor  and  President,  430 ;  writes 
to  Heseklah  Smith  suggesting  him  as 
his  Buocessor  in  the  ministry  at  Provi- 
dence, 43S;  fully  comprehended  the 
great  political  qaesttons  of  his  day,  439; 
returns  from  Congress  early  in  Novem- 
ber, 1786, 443;  aeized  with  violent  St  of 
blUons  colic,  life  threatened,  444;  ar- 
rearages of  tuition  due,  Blck,  with  no 
wood  at  the  door,  very  few  provisions 
In  the  cellar,  and  not  a  dollar  of  money 
at  command,  has  serious  thoughts  of 
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removiDg  to  the  farm  M  the  JwBeje, 
moBt  tryiDg  period  In  his  whole  life, 
444-Ue;  Bometbing  Qodlike  in  pxeBch- 
iag  to  the  poor  without  recompeaie, 
44S;  anxious  for  the  ratification  of  the 
Federal  ConBtitutlon,  attends  upon  the 
debates  and  ptoceedlngH  of  the  Maaaa- 
chusette  Convention,  called  upon  by 
OoveTnor  Hancock  to  "  close  the  sol- 
emn convocation  with  thanksgiving 
and  prayer,"  extraordinary  impresHion 
produced  by  his  devotion  and  elo- 
quence, adoption  of  the  Constitution  In 
Rhode  Island  largely  due  to  his  wise 
counsels  and  superior  Influence,  449- 
4S2 ;  Dr.  Klppon's  correspondence,  "  In 
a  remote  period,  when  the  public  prints 
announce  that  Di.  Manning  um,  may 
it  be  sold,  "  He  shone  through  a  bmg- 
lengihentd  day,  the  ornament  and  boast 
of  all  his  connections,  and  then  set, 
like  the  sun,  to  rise  and  sbine  forever," 
453;  efforts  in  behalf  of  popular  eduoa- 
tion,  chairman  of  school  comtnitteei 
final  report  In  favor  of  free  publio 
schools,  pronounced  hy  Henry  Barnard 
one  of  the  best  reports  of  the  kind  ex- 
tant, 461-463;  chairman  of  committee 
appointed  in  town  meeting  to  draft  pe- 
tition to  Congress,  petition  in  full,  46»- 
460;  charge  to  graduating  class  at  Com- 
mencement of  1T89,  4TO-4TS;  couspicu- 
ouBly  active  In  efforts  to  secure  a  Con- 
vention lor  the  adoption  of  Federal 
Constitution,  4T0;  had  thoughts  of  pub- 
lishing an  essay  on  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ,  4T3;  writes  to  Hezekiah  Smith 
respecting  a  revival  nnder  his  preach- 
ing, from  fifty  to  one  hundred  under 
serious  Impressions,  4TG;  address  to 
'Washington  on  bis  visit  to  the  College, 
Thursday,  Aug.  19, 1T90, 480-481 ;  resigns 
his  pastoral  office,  preaches  his  farewell 
sermon  to  the  church,  April,  1T91, 194; 
makes  request  in  writing  for  a  meeting 
of  Charitable  Baptist  Society,  stating 
that  it  wonld  probably  be  his  last  re- 


qnest,  notifies  the  Corporation,  April 
13th,  to  look  out  for  a  snccessot,  singu- 
lar presestlinent  of  approaching  mor- 
tality, selaed  with  fit  of  apoplexy  Sab- 
bath morning,  July  24, 1T91,  died  Friday 
evening,  495;  account  of  faneral,  held 
Saturday,  July  30,  the  day  after  his  de- 
cease, moat  numerous  and  rBspectal)le 
ever  attended  in  town,  hearae  used  (or 
the  first  time  In  Providence,  496;  re- 
mans rest  In  North  Burial  Ground  by 
the  side  of  his  friend,  Nicholas  Brown, 
4S6;  death  announced  to  Hezekiah 
Smith  by  Samuel  Stlllman,  438;  to 
Samuel  Jones  by  David  Howell,  49S- 
499;  to  John  Rlppon  by  Isa«c*Backas, 
4S9;  to  John  Blppon  by  Solomon 
Drowne,  499-500;  Simeon  Doggeu's 
Commencement  oration  on  death  of, 
BOO-JMC ;  object  of  detraction,  being  a 
strong  Federalist  and  an  acknowledged 
leader  among  the  despised  Baptists, 
aca-,  particnlarHielatingto bis  personal 
appearance,  habits,  character,  and  in- 
fluence, as  given  by  Judge  Howell  in 
his  obituary  notic*.  S03-904;  Howell's 
Inscription  npon  the  stone  erected  to 
his  memory  by  the  Trustees  and  Fel- 
lows o(  the  College,  £05;  summary  of 
his  life  and  of  the  early  history  of  the 
College,  806-509;  account  of  Manning's 
portrait,  painted  by  Cosmo  Alexander, 
in  17T0,  when  he  was  thirty-two  years 
old,  486,  487,500,000-506;  bM)uealhetl  to 
Brown  UnlversityinlSlSby  his  widow, 
36.  See  Ljeetbks.  Also  Collsub,  Coi^ 
hSOM  IiAVB,  ColUKKCKMBirr,  CoKrosA- 

liAKHiHO.  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
StiteB,  Esqoite,  ot  Connecticut  Forms, 
Eli KOLbeth town,  and  wife  of  President 
Manning,  parentage,  family,  and  mar- 
riage, 34-.3S;  Manning  corresponded 
with  while  a  student,  34;  baptised  by 
her  husband,  207 ;  sailed  June  27,  ITtH, 
to  enjoy  last  interview  with  "  her  dear 
mamma,"  387;  confined  six  months  by 
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bilious  elcknew,  rsHtotad  to  health, 
38B,  390;  died  in  1816,  bequeMbs  her 
bnaband'B  portrait  to  Brown  Unlver- 
■Ity,  30;  her  own  portrait  bequeathed 
to  Brown  Unlveraity  by  Marls  Bene- 
dict, a  niece  of  Mra.  Eliza  B.  Bogera, 


UAHinNO,    Enoch,  brother  of   President 

Manning,    married    Janet   Edgar,  SI; 

died  in  Febrnary,  1T91, 494. 
Mi.NNino,  James,  nephew  of  President 

Manning,  and  son  of  Jeremiah,  3SS,  38T ; 

has  Latin  Salatatoryat  Comuien cement 

of  1786,  *27,  M2. 
MufHiMO,  Jeremiah,  brother  of  President 

Manning,  lived  In  Bonham  and  Borden- 

town,  21,  319,  820,  326. 
UixMivo,   John,    brother    of    President 

Manning,  married  Sarah  Van  Pelt,  24, 

326. 
MAHStHO,  John,  cousin  of  President  Man- 
ning, died  in  February,  1791,  494. 
Manhiko.  Joseph,  brother  of  President 

Manning.  RulingElder  in  Scotch  Plains 

Chnrch,  24, 319,  324, 326 ;  wife  of  Joseph, 

319. 
Mahnino,  Benjamin,  320,  324. 
Hanmiko,  William,  319. 
Masnikq    Hall,   erected    by    Nicholas 

Brown  in  1839,  aod  named  In  honor  of 

his  diatingulghed  iostmctor  and  revered 

President.  442. 
Mamn,   Benjamin,  Bepiesentative   from 

Providence  to  Genera!  Assembly,  133; 

paid  for  setting  glass  in  Mr.  Snow's 

meeting-house,  1S2,  IBS. 
Mahh,  Horaoe,  married  daughter  ol  Asa 

Messer,  45fi. 
Mahn,  Jacob,  received  degree  of  A.  B.  in 

17T4, 261. 
Uamn,  John  Preston,  bad  Latin  Saluta- 
tory at  Commencement  of  1776, 291 ;  be- 
came distinguished  physician,  settled 
In  Newport,  292. 
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Mabcbamt,  Henry,  appointed  to  draft  Ad- 
dress to  Congress,  288. 

Mabutta,  Ohio,  town  where  Genersl 
Vamum  died,  97. 

HAsifOw,  Isaac,  controversy  on  singing, 
cited,  2IS. 

Mabse,,  Joseph,  his  daughter  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Rogers,  63. 

MABTn,  Baptist  minister  of  London,  bit- 
ter enemy  of  the  Americans,  441. 

Uakti»,  David,  signed  tetter  to  Manning 
reqnestlng  him  to  preach,  4T2. 

Mabtik,  Jacob,  320. 

Martin  on  the  Qlobes,  Trigonometry, 
Philosopbica  Britannica,  3BG. 

Masoit,  Benjamin,  signed  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  017. 

Uasok,  Eugene  W.,  of  Providence,  Con- 
gregational Trustee,  DM. 

Mabox,  Jonathan,  of  Boston,  402, 467. 

Habon,  Benben,  pupil  of  Manning's 
Latin  School,  02. 

Masoh,  Elder  Job,  of  Swansea,  21T. 

Mason,  Russell,  name  omitted  in  Stiles 
draft  of  Charter,  B20;  Corporator,  636; 
Charter  Trustee,  638;  Baptist  Trustee 
in  1770,  IM9;  present  at  final  meeting  to 
determine  permanent  location  of  the 
College,  121 ;  voted  in  favor  of  Provi- 
dence, 126. 

Masokic  Fbatkiinitt,  Stephen  Oano  an 
honored  member  of,  414;  William 
Rogers  a  member,  SI. 

Massachvsktts  State  Convention  of  1780, 
Noah  Alden  a  delegate,  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  seven  that  framed  the 
famous  Bill  of  Rights,  74;  Edward 
Everett  Hale's  Centenary  ol,  cited,  7S; 
laws  of  relating  to  "Anabaptists" 
given  in  fall  in  "  Chaplain  SinUfa  and 
the  Baptists,"  79;  Bill  of  Rights 
amended  in  1834,  and  soul  liberty  se- 
cured, 279;  Convention  lor  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution  met 
Jan.  e,  1787,  in  session  nearly  a  month, 
three  hundred  and  flfty-Bve  delegates, 
Constitnliou  adopted  by  »  majority  vot« 
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o(  nlnteen,  448-449;  Manning  attended 
upon  tta  proceedings,  regarding  Moaaa- 
ohnaetti  &■  "  the  hinge  on  which  the 
irhole^nnsttam,"  4S2.  Bee  Comhittxi 
OH  Gkibtavcbs,  Wakbzh  AaaociATiOH. 

HAssACHOacrre  Hiatoiical  Socletj,  pia- 
Berres  In  Its  archive*  report  of  com- 
mittee sent  by  Boston  church  to  chotcta 
in  Portsmouth,  Bhode  Island,  19T. 

Uassacbusbitb  Magailue  for  1T8S,  cited, 
236. 

Hawhks,  John,  one  of  the  actors  in  aftali 
of  the  Gaapee,  18S. 

Haxct,  Jonathan,  pupllof  WllUam  Wil- 
ilama  atWrentham  Academ7.9S;  rale- 
dictorlan  of  the  class  of  1T8T,  Tator, 
pTOfesBOr,  and  President,  brief  blo- 
graptiical  sketch,  44T-148 ;  yonngeit 
Tutor,  about  twenty-one,  has  lately 
found  Christ  and  been  baptized  (Deo. 
26,  1T89),4T3;  has  been  called  and  ii< 
censed,  much  indispoaed,  ill  with  the 
measles,  4T6;  talks  of  leaving  College, 
consented  with  great  relnctance  to  sap- 
ply  Uannlng's  pulpit  for  six  months, 
does  it  to  great  acceptance,  Improves 
amazinnly,  483;  people  have  chosen 
bim  for  their  minister,  resigned  his 
Tatorship  and  accepted  pastorate  of 
the  chnrch,  gives  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, 4M;  preached  Manning's  fnneral 
sermon,  4ST ;  Trustee  of  Baptist  Educa- 
tion Fund,  36T. 

Uaxsov,  John,  pastor  of  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Chnrch,  Newport,  46;  Corpora- 
tor, ASH;  Charter  Trustee,  538;  Baptist 
Trnstee,  ITTO,  649;  present  at  Srst  and 
second  meetings  of  Corporation,  82,  ST ; 
present  at  final  meeting  to  determine 
permanent  location  of  the  College,  121 ; 
voted  in  favor  of  Providence,  128. 

Heacham,  Joseph,  ot  Bnfleld,  appointed 
to  receive  well-attested  grievances, 
TS. 

MxBTiHa  Stbbbt  Bkicz  Schooi,  Hoijbs, 
place  where  the  College  held  its  ses- 
sions on  removal  from  Warcea,  143. 


MxxDoir,  Baptists  there  oppressed  with 
ministerial  taxes,  ilBO. 

MaacBANT,  Mr.,  323. 

MaaMABD,  Captain  Thomas,  377,486, 

Mnsaa,  Asa,  fitted  tor  College  by  Heae- 
kiah  Smith,  admitted  into  the  Sopho- 
more Class  in  June,  17BB,  biographical 
sketch.  Tutor,  Profeasor,  Prnsident, 
4B(MS8i  gradnatea  at  Commencement 
of  1790,482;  Manning  writes  to  Smith 
respecting,  493;  corresponds  as  Preei- 
ident  of  the  Dniversity  with  William 
Biohards,  of  Lynn,  England,  493. 

HmDLKTOir,  Cl.,  339. 

MiruM,  Thomas,  attends  Conference 
with  tbe  Baptists  in  Carpenter's  Hall, 
278;  threatened  with  banishment  to 
New  Vork,  323. 

Mii.Ka,  Samuel,  chairman  of  Committee 
of  Safety,  concealed  Morgan  Edwards 
at  his  boose.  Manning,  Jones,  and  Ed- 
ward* visit,  18,  3S5 ;  member  of  Baptist 
church  In  Philadelphia,  signed  addreet 
respecting  Blhanan  Winchester,  384. 

MiLxa,  John,  fonnder  ot  Baptist  chnrch 
in  Swansea,  47. 

Mn-FOBD,  329. 

HiuTABY  companies  ot  Providence  in 
1774  and  1775,  381. 

Mn.LBn,  Andrew,  bookseller,  244. 

MiLUB,  Benjamin,  pastor  of  ScotchPlain* 
Church,  bapticed  Manning  In  1758,  25. 
33,  34;  died  in  1781,  344;  referenoea  to 
319,  324,  326,  327. 

MiLLBK,  Daniel,  represented  Cnmberland 
Church  at  first  meeting  ot  Warren  As- 
sociation, 78. 

MiLLBB,  Qeneral  Nathan,  of  Warren, 
daughter  married  William  Williams, 
97;  on  committee  to  purchase  materials 
for  College  building  in  Warren,  110; 
Manning's  colleague  in  Congress,  329. 
Sea  Lettibb. 

MniiiiB,  Samuel,  pupil  of  Manning's 
Latin  School,  fi2. 

MaxB,  The,  eleven  miles  from  Provi- 
dence, 189. 
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UturoN,  John,  apMclt  for  the  Liberty  of 
Unlicensed  Printlug,  cited,  116. 

MoDKRATioH,  epliit  of  preroile,  411. 

UoNir,  so  scarce  that  people  of  property 
cannot  p«7  thett  tazoi,  390;  scarcitj  of, 
and  difficulty  of  making  remlttancea  to 
Greet  Britain,  422;  icardty  of  la  this 
conntry  exceeds  description,  431. 

MoNOFDLizuia,  fortatallers,  and  Bn- 
groBseri,  822. 

HoHTAoni,  cases  of  anffering  from  op- 
presBton  reported  to  Wanen  Assocla- 

tioD,  lea. 

UoHTAocK,  Admiral,  corresponds  with 
Governor  Wanton  In  regard  to  affair  of 
the  Oospee.  184. 

HONTAotia,  Biohord,  of  Sunderland,  ap- 
pointed to  receive  well  attested  grlev- 

HoHTAODB,  Tommy,  a  flaming  yoang 
preacher  sent  out  from  Baptist  church 
in  New  Tork, "  outshines  us  all,"  4GT. 

MoHTESfiuizc's  Spirit  of  Laws,  cited.  264. 

HooBB,  David,  signed  original  petition 
for  Charter,  517. 

Uoofti,  Dr.,  scheme  lor  a  college  for  the 
Indians,  163,  ITT. 

Hooaa,  Dr.,  of  Bordentowo,  324. 

HOKOHOtrsx,  Colonel, 316. 

HoBOAN,  Abel,  Inspector  of  Hopewell 
Academy,  9;  one  of  the  tonnders  of 
Khode  Island  College,  20;  received  de- 
gree ut  A.  M.  at  First  Commencement, 
84. 

HosoAN,  Captain,  laodlord,  316, 319. 

HOBBici,  Robert,  original  owner  of  port 
of  College  lot,  138. 

KoBBis,  Colonel, at  West  Point,  Manning 
dines  with,  ffiS. 

MoBBie,  Mr.,  329. 

HoBRU,  Hobert,  and  other  leading  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  refuse  to  con- 
form to  regalatlon  of  prices,  323. 

HoRRisTown,  336. 

Hoiiu>BU,  of  Philadelphia,  322,  323,  328. 

Movin  Ton,  a  tremendous  precipice, 
316. 


ISovtn  Vkbno*  Lodoi,  Dr.  Gano  a  mem- 

Mt)iA,ErT,  Thomas,  brother-in-law  of 
Caleb  £vani,  merchant  of  flrst  reapeo- 
tabillly.  Interview  with  General  Wash- 
ington at  Mount  Vernon,  362 ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mnllett  commended  to  atteutlona 
of  Manning,  409;  references  to,  363,  368, 
39D,  404,  403. 

Mdllihs,  Priaciila,  446. 

Mdmfobd,  Gideon,  appointed  to  droit 
address  to  Congress,  288. 

MtTHFOKD,  Faal,  Chief  Justice  of  Supreme 
Court,  96. 

MOHTOBD,  Paul,  signed  petition  for  Char- 
ter, 61T. 

MumBAT,  John,  alias  Murphy,  propagates 
doctrine  of  James  Belly  and  nniversal 
salvation,  343,363. 

Na*h,  Jacob,  graduated  In  class  of  1TT3, 

24T. 
Nash,  Joseph,  added  to  town  meeting  to 

lay  before  Corporation  Providence  sub* 

scriptloDB,  118. 
Nass,  Samuel,  graduated  In  class  of  ITTO, 

164;  received  degree  of  A.  M.  In  1TT3, 

NabsavHall,  Princeton,  one  of  the  finest 
structures  of  the  kind  Id  the  country, 
26,  2T ;  selected  as  the  model  of  the  Col* 
lege  building  now  called  Dotverslty 
Hall,  122, 140. 

NaasoKB  enlisted  as  aoldlera,  313. 

Hnaov,  Rev,  Hr.,  pleasing  acooant  from, 
of  matters  at  Haverhill,  122. 

Nnw  Bbonswicx,  seat  of  Rutgers  College, 
24. 

If BW  Enoi.ai(d  Clergy,  inveterate  enmity 
of  towards  the  College,  192-193. 

Nxw  Ekolamd  Pbimsb,  340. 

Nbw  Hampsbire,  ratified  the  Federal 
Constitution  by  a  majority  of  eleven, 
448. 
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New  LoNSOK ,  BftpUst  Charcli  Six  Princi- 
ple In  ITM,  T3. 

Niw  WnnoK,  338. 

New  Yobk,  Adopted  Fsderal  Cotutltu- 
tlon  by  a  bars  majority  ot  thr«e,  after 
CouYenUoD  bad  been  in  sewloD  more 
tban  a  moatb,  448. 

N Kw  ToBX  Racoacaa,  Dr.  Cattlbg'a  arti- 
cle on  the  denominatloDal  cbaracterof 
tbe  College,  cited,  914-AtS. 

Kbwbold,  Caleb,  493. 

NswBUBaH,  peace  proclaimed  at,  39, 
328. 

KawFORT,  not  Bsttlsd  until  May  1, 1639, 
19Ti  Manning's  arrival  at.  on  hie  ml»- 
■lon  in  belialf  of  the  College,  43,514; 
one  of  (be  three  Baptist  charches  In 
Six  Principle,  T3;  Academy  in,  taught 
by  William  Rogen,60;  clalmsof  forttae 
pBtmanent  location  of  the  College  ad- 
vocated and  dlsousaed,  113;  main  oppo- 
sition to  the  College  in  the  beginning 
came  from  Congregationallats  in,  llTj 
Home  ot  the  Newport  membere  of  the 
Corporation  in  favor  of  Providence, 
120;  Newport  clalmantt  moved  for 
another  College  to  be  located  Id  their 
town,  129;  prosperous  condition  of  In 
ITTO,   135-13G:    Second  Congregational 

,  Cbnrch  Incorporated  In  17T1,  228; 
richest  men  In  Newport  geoerally  Loy- 
alists when  tbe  war  began,  285;  re- 
dnced  to  a  deplorable  state  on  accoant 
ot  the  War,  289;  resolution  ot  City 
Council,  March  4,  lai>2,  Instructing  their 
State  Senator  to  procure  from  tbe  Leg- 
islature a  repeal  ot  so  much  ot  tbe  Col- 
lege Charter  as  exempted  the  President 
and  Professors  from  taxation,  S45. 

Nbwpokt  Mkbccrt.  advertisement  re- 
specting father  of  William  Sogers,  64; 
vehicle  tor  the  expression  ot  disloyal 
sentiments,  85;  article  In  tavor  ot  a 
College,  cited,  UT;  caustic  letter  In  re- 
specting Qoal  vote  ot  the  Corporation 
on  location  of  the  College,  124 ;  article 
of  March  12,  ITTO,  giving  account  ot  the 


affair  ol  another  college  to  be  located  in 
Newport,  129-131. 

Nbwtov,  James,  coUeagne  ot  Caleb 
Bvsns, recommended  for  ooilege  honors, 
243,  417;  Manning  promltos  Bvans  an 
honorary  degree  tor,  430. 

NnwTOir,  John,  Curate  ot  OIney,  recom- 
mended b;  Ryland  for  college  honors, 
1T3. 

Nichols,  Jonathan,  signed  original  peti- 
tion for  Charter,  SIT. 

NlBBTOroAl.B,  Colonel  ot  the  Company  ot 
Cadets,  IKO,  31S. 

HiOHTiHOAi:!,  Samuel,  borrowed  the 
Stiles  Charter,  G22. 

NiLBS,  Jeremiah,  Corporator,  S36;  Char- 
ter Trustee,  538. 

NoN  IxronTATioir  Agreements  entered 
into  after  Stamp  Act,  S6. 

NoncoiT'a  work  on  Baptism,  cited,  161. 

NoKiH  CAROLDtA,  progress  of  the  Gospel 
there  and  in  Virginia,  thoosand*  con- 
verted and  baptized,  176 ;  adopted  Fed- 
eral Couititation  in  November,  1TS9, 
leaving  Bbode  leland  alone  in  her 
glory,  47T. 

NoBTH  FAtnnaLD,  329. 

NoBTH  KnrasTOWN,  Baptist  Charofa  Six 
Principle  in  1TS4,T3. 

NoKTBWKSTBKH  Territory,  Oensral  Var- 
num  appointed  by  Congress  one  ol  the 
Judges  of,  98. 

NoawAi.1:,  Connecticut,  bnmed  by  the 
British,  324. 

NuifH,  Mary,  ot  Cork,  Ireland,  wife  of 
Morgan  Edwards,  12. 

O^n,  two  quarts  six  shillings,  317. 
Olivkb,  Mr.,  member  of  deputation  from 

Boston  chnrcb  to  church  in  Portsmouth, 

Bbode  Island,  197. 
Ourar.  Captain,  at  West  Point,  328. 
Olkbt,  Richard,  of   Boston,    Congrega- 

tlonalist  Fellow,  SCO. 
Oi.v>T,  Thomas,  one  ot  (he  founders  ot 

Rhode  Island,  202;  one  ot  the  original 

members  of   the    Baptist  chnrch,   ex- 
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eluded  from  the  8»l«m  Cbnrob,  303; 
Elder  in  tho  cburch,  SOS;  withdrew 
with  othsn  in  16H,  on  account  ol  Lay- 
ing on  ol  Hands,  and  formed  a  "Five 
Point  Bapllat  Chnrch,"  SO*.  209. 

Onucuiovs  of  the  BaptiHtabjthe  Btend- 
Ing  Order,  Manning's  efforts  to  resist, 
'    !r*-280. 

OuTOBUi.  Art,  subject  of  the  first  ral- 
edictory  address,  102. 

Ok^tokv  prominent  in  the  earl;  teaching 
of  tbe  College,  first  professorship  one 
of  "  Oratory  and  BsUes-lettres,"  102. 

Obpeb  or  KzBBCisss  at  Commencements, 
complete  set  preserved  In  College  Li- 
brary, 89. 

Osooos,  Howard,  paper  on  the  "Higher 
Criticism,"  cited,  273. 

Otis,  Jonathan,  signed  original  petition 
tor  Charter,  617. 

Ona,  Major,  339. 

Otn.TOH,  John,  Calvinistic  Baptist  Min- 
ister ot  England,  US. 

OwBN,  Mr.,  married  Llxzy  Bnrden,  317, 


Packass,  Henry  C,  donor  of  clock  lor 
First  Baptist  meeUng-bonee,  224. 

PADsi,Foni>,  Pbillp,  graduate  In  olat*  o( 
ins,  347. 

Faob,  Benjamin,  one  of  the  actors  in 
affair  ol  the  Gaspee,  ISB. 

Paoit,  Henry,  18*. 

Paimb,  Robert  Treat,  attends  Conference 
with  BaptUts  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  378. 

Fun's  Political  Philosophy,  cited,  7B. 

Patkb  Monbt,  made  a  legal  tender, 
greatly  depreciated  In  Tslite,  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  coantry  In  oon- 
seqnetLce  of,  313,  322;  policy  of  will 
nerer  make  a  State  prosper,  441 ;  ran 
down  to  six  for  one  In  Rhode  Island, 
444 ;  distress  In  Bhode  Island  great  In 
consequence  of  a  miserable  paper  cor- 
rency,  farms  sold  for  one-qnarter  their 
value,  4111. 

Pakchhbht  for  Manning's  degree  of  A. 


B.,  32;  parchment,  or  diploma,  for  Wil- 
liam Williams's  degree  of  A.  B.,  09; 
parchment  lor  Manning's  honorary  de- 
gree  of  D.  D.,  400. 

Pasz,  Edwards  A.,  ot  Andover,  Congre- 
gatlonallst  Fellow,  1863-1SB6,  500;  Me- 
moir ot  I>r.  Hopkins,  cited,  1B7;  ao- 
connt  ot  Asa  Mesaer,  406. 

PAaKBB,  Isaiah,  Tmstes  of  Baptist  Edo- 
catlon  Fund,  367. 

Pabkbb,  Sir  Peter,  landed  body  ot  six 
thousand  troops  la  Newport  and  took 
possession  of  the  tonn,  293. 

Pabsonaob  house  tor  Manning  In  War- 
ren, 48. 

Patixhcb  Island,  389. 

Pattbm,  William  S.,  member  committee 
ot  five  on  question  ot  taxation,  U6. 

pATTBBSOir,  Esquire,  328. 

Pkacb  Treaty  between  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  news  ot  in  Providence, 
service  ot  thanksgiving  in  Baptist 
meeting-house,  371-372. 

PKAI.E,  Rembrsndt,  painted  portr^t  of 
William  Rogers,  63. 

Pbakcb,  Daniel,  proclaimed  by  heat  of 
drum  the  Gaapee  nas  grounded,  184. 

Feabcb,  Preserved,  signed  the  memorial 
from  East  Greenwich  in  favor  of  the 
College,  114. 

Pbakcb,  Samuel,  engraved  portrait  la 
BIppon's  Register,  487. 

PxAsx,  Simon,  of  Newport,  Corporator, 
S3B;  Charter  Trustee, 637;  Baptist  Trus- 
tee, 1T70,  S40 ;  present  at  first  and  second 
meetings  ot  Corporation,  02, 57. 

PBDOBAmsTS,  prejudices  of  against  the 
Baptists  greatly  abated  since  the  War, 
379;  again  taxing  BaptUts  In  Hassa- 
cbusetts  and  Connecticut,  380;  put 
three  of  Mr.  Thomas  Green's  people  in 
Cambridge  la  Jail,  388.  See  CoHOkWlA- 
TIOKAiUTS,  PusBrrBBiAXS,    Stahdwo 

PsLOT,  Franois,  appointed  to  address 
Baptist  Associations  Id  behalf  ot  the 
College,  22. 
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Tbmbkstoh,  Israel,  and  Jsmei,  Qaa)[«ra, 
attended  Conference  with  BaptUta  In 
Carpenter's  Hall,  2T8;  charged  by  Dr. 
Stiles  with  abusing  members  □(  Con- 
gresB,  280. 

PsHw,  Thomas,  subscribed  £30  tor  the 
College,  71. 

PaMirBPBK,32t,  3Se. 

Pbhnsiltahu  Gazbttb,  cited,  32, 

|>XRIAM,  Joseph,  classmate  of  Manning, 


484. 

Pbtbos,  Hngh,  pastor  of  church  in  Salatn, 
200;  letter  to  church  at  Dorchester  giv- 
ing notice  et  ezclDBlon  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, and  others,  203-SOl. 

pKimoKtor  Charter  presented  toGeneral 
AseembI;,  August,  1763,  S1S-1I17. 

PuiLADBLrmA,  riotinlTTSlncoDHequence 
o(  attempts  to  regulate  prices,  ^3; 
Baptist  church  and  BIhanan  Winches- 
ter, 382-3S4. 

Philasblfhia  Assoclatmr,  oldest  Bap- 
tist Association  In  America,  Brown 
University  owes  its  origin  to,  T;  min- 
utes flrsl  printed  by  Morgan  Edwards, 
12;  mlnntes  from  170T  to  1807;  edited 
by  Dr.  Gillette,  published  io  one  vol- 
ume, 18;  annual  meeting  in  1763,  Mor- 
gan Edwards,  Moderator,  who  makes 
motion  for  the  establishment  of  a  Bap- 
tist College,  beginnings  of  Brown  Dni- 
veritity  found  in  connection  with  the 
Association,  18-20;  extracts  from  the 
minutes  relating  to  the  College,  21-22; 
plan  tor  raising  funds  tor  the  College, 
22;  Manning  attends  the  AssociatiOQ 
in  1782,  represents  the  condition  of  the 
College  and  its  pressing  needs,  letter 
from  Richard  Lemon  respecting.  340; 
Manning  In  his  narrative  of  the  College 
states  that  "application  was  made  to 
the  Philadelphia  Association  nbere  the 
thing  took  its  rlse,"S10;  extract  from 
Circular  Iietter  of  the  Association  al- 


Inding  to  the  death  of  Manning,  302- 
fi03. 

PKiLXBifTK,  James,  and  EUaabeth  Ua  wil«, 
161. 

Phjups's  Tavbbm,  Litohfleld,  316. 

FnacB's  hletory  of  Harvard  Collie, 
oited,  160. 

Pbcatawat,  birthplace  of  Mauuing.  part' 
of  the"  Elizabethtown  Qrant,"  23. 324 ; 
remarkable  meeting  at,  mnltltades  af- 
fected, many  conversions,  436. 

Fttm AN,  Bev.  Mi..  324. 

PrrMAN's  Alomol  Address,  cited,  83-964. 

PuMrroM,  Nathan,  member  of  Commit- 
tee on  Grievances,  166. 

PouirxK,  Hannah,  161. 

PoHD,  Enoch,  graduated  In  claas  of  ITTT, 
his  copy  of  College  lam  la  17T4,  pre- 
served, 264. 

PorcLAK  Edccatiok,  Manning's  effone 
Id  bebalt  of,  chairman  of  special  com- 
mittee, his  report  bast  of  the  kind  ex- 
tant, 461-463. 

Pdbtkb,  William,  minister  In  England, 
recommended  b;  Byland  for  honors  tt 
the  College,  174. 

FoRnMOtiTH,  neat  Newport,  settled  In 
spring  of  1638, 196. 

PotTAOB  on  letter  to  PhiladelptaU  tlir«« 
or  four  shillings,  396. 

POTTiB,  Blisba  B.,  of  South  Kingstown, 
report  presented  to  General  Assembly, 
entitled  "  Rigbt  of  a  Legislature  to 
grant  a  perpetual  exemption  from  tax- 
ation," 546-046. 

PoTTBK,  Bobert,  signed  original  petition 
for  Charter,  BIT. 

PoTTam,  Thomas,  name  mentioned  In 
preamble,  539. 

PowBR,  Nicholas,  one  of  the  managers  ot 
alotteiyfornew  Baptist meellng-honae, 
222. 

PoTirnva,  John,  Baptist  minister  of  Eng- 
land, recommended  by  Ryland  for 
honors  ot  the  College,  174,  246. 

PBBSBTTBKiAir  Lake  leading  up  to  the  Col- 
lege ediSce,  161. 
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FknBTTKKUjn,  Baptlau  of  New  Hamp- 
■hiie  obliged  to  paj  Fresbrterisn  mto- 
Utori,  ITl;  mean  to  monopolise  and 
gain  an  Mtabllshment  in  Sentuolcy, 
405;  Id  the  JeTBeTSopflDlngtheirliouBeH 
to  tbe  BapUsM,  183;  attempted  with 
William  £lleT7  to  defeat  a  motion  to 
postpone  action  on  tbe  Stiles  draft  of  a 
Charter,  S22 ;  oppoaitlon  to  the  Cbaiter 
and  the  College  as  stated  by  Moigan 
Bdwarda,   528.    See    CoHOBEo^Tiairix- 

pKBaBNT,  Jeremiah,  ol  Deerfleld,  161. 

Pbbudkht'b  Hoaie,  Nicholas  Brown 
urged  b;  HanalDg  to  saj  nothing  aboat 
nntil  question  of  location  woe  settled, 


aai. 

Puun.BT,  Joseph,  Lectures  on  History, 
"best  book  on  that  interesting  snb- 
Ject,"  W9;  as  atfaeologlan  gone  to  the 
ns  plv4  tiUra  of  heres]',  CsJeb  Evans 
preaches  In  oppoaitlon  to  his  strange 
notions,  460;  speaks  out  what  he  means, 
4T4. 

Phhcs,  Hr.,  at  Rocky  Hill,  3S4. 

PUMCBTOH,  Uaasachusetts ,  cases  of  Buf- 
fering from  oppressions  reported  to 
Warren  Association,  166. 

PniNCKTOH  DimKnsiTT.  See  Collboe  or 
Nxw  JinaxT. 

Fkoctob,  John,  appointed  to  present  peti- 
tion to  General  Court  of  Mossocbusetls 
for  redress  of  grievances,  78. 

Pnonomtciira  Socwir  tor  mutual  im- 
provement, Solomon  Drowne  president 
of,  246. 

FnovmBHCi,  Bt.  John's  Episcopal  Church 
formed  in  IT30,  211;  incorporated  In 
1T72.  228;  extends  a  call  to  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Rogers,  62;  Congregational 
Church  incorporated  In  ITTO,  228;  first 


motion  to  have  the  College  In,  motion 
came  from  Moses  Brown,  112;  claims  of 
tor  permanent  location  of  the  College 
discussed  and  advocated,  113;  reosotts 
urged  in  favor  of  Providence  for  tbe 
location,  119-116;  Dr.  Stiles's  eatlmata 
of  the  population  of  Providence  In  ITTO, 
prevailing  religious  sentiment  Baptist, 
116;  final  meeting  of  the  Corporation 
held  In  Warren  to  settle  the  question 
of  the  permanent  location,  town  meet- 
ing held,  and  committee  appointed  to 
attend  and  urge  claims  of  Providence, 
118;  final  vote  in  favor  of  Providence, 
twenty-one  tofourteen,  121;  Chancellor 
Hopkins's  summary  of  the  arguments 
In  favor  of  "unreasonable  enmity  of 
Newport,"  126-135;  Providence  in  ino 
compared  with  Newport,  136;  town 
meetings  called  in  January,  1774,  and 
resolutions  passed  deprecating  "atame 
submission  to  any  Invasion  of  Ameri- 
can freedom,"  299,  260;  first  of  any 
municipal  corporation  to  propose  a 
General  Congress,  281;  Inhabitants  pa- 
triotic before  the  war  began, 28S;  tbanks 
voted  In  town  meeting  to  Judge  Daniel 
Jenckes  for  long  continued  and  faithful 
service,  521;  Providence  County  re- 
ceived and  provided  (or  tour  hundred 
of  the  poor  of  Newport  who  were  re- 
moved to  Providence  during  the  War, 
290;  a  military  camp  for  three  years, 
war  of  artillery  and  boetile  flames  fre- 
quent, 294;  Manning  writes  to  Wallin 
in  London  alter  tbe  war.  King's  army 
in  sight  of  my  house,  College  broken 
up,  alarm  upon  alarm  destroyed  all 
tranquillity,  343;  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  Jnly,  1T88,  by  the  partisans 
ol  ratification,  parties  from  the  country 
opposed  to  ratification  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  protested,  riot  averted, 
452 ;  government  of  Rhode  Island  mak- 
ing a  dlsgracefal  figure  among  bet  sis- 
ter States  In  opposing  tbe  Constitution, 
"  Providence  shines  forth  as  a  lumi- 
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noTU  spot  upon  this  dark  man,"  159; 
petition  presented  at  the  annual  town 
meetlDK  tn  Jnne,  1T91,  In  favor  ot  eda- 
cattng  children  at  the  public  ezpenee, 
162;  committee  appointed  in  town 
meeting,  Aug.  27, 1789,  to  draft  petition 
to  CongrsBH,  pTayiag  that  the  State  maj 
not  be  regarded  as  a  foreign  State,  and 
subjected  to  ImpoHta  and  tonnage. 
Manning  cbalrman  of  the  committee, 
46H-469 ;  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  planting  ot  observed 
June  S4,  1886, 200.    See  Collbqb  Com- 

MBHCKIUNT,       CORFOKATION,       QaSFBB, 

Browv,  MANKiva,  Jbncxbs,  HoruRs, 


Blown,  'las. 

Pkovuibwcb   Asbociattoh  of   Mechanics 
and  Manufaccures,  463. 

Pkovidbhce  Fdbilsbks,  261. 

PkotidkhckGazettb,  established  by  Wil- 
liam Goddard  through  the  inSuence  ot 
Stephen  Hopkins,  SB;  articleiiin,  cited, 
account  of  First  Commencement,  83-80 ; 
accou  nt  ot  ordination  ot  Charles  Thomp- 
son. 100;  notices  ot  Building  Commit- 
tee, March  31,  and  Feb.  10,  ITTO,  139; 
paragraph  respecting  mission  ot  Heze- 
klah  Smith  In  tlie  South,  148;  votes  of 
the  Corporation,  17T0,  and  notice  of 
Building  Committee,  Jan.  19,  177t,  1B2, 
163;  account  ot  First  Commencement 
In  Providence,  154-165;  address  from 
Baptist  Committee  < 
166;  account  of  Cou 
1771,  Ftesident's  address  to  graduating 
class,  180;  notice  respecting  Manning's 
Latin  School,  188;  drawing  of  lottery 
for  the  new  Baptist  meeting-house  an- 
nounced, 222;  account  ot  Commence- 
ment tor  1773, 347;  do.  for  1774,360-261; 
communication  from  a  committee  of  the 
Senior  Class,  286 ;  accou ntot  Commence- 
ment for  1T76,  291-292;  notiflcation  of 


the  President  BuspendingCollege  ex«r< 
cfses,  293;  notice  from  the  President  to 
the  Senior  Class,  307;  notice  for  meet- 
ing of  CorpotadoQ  in  1780,332;  notice 
of  Commencement  exerciaes  In  1788, 
344-366;  advertisement  of  Wilkinson 
and  Learned  English  and  Latin  School, 
In  nee,  387;  Manning's  sketch  ot 
Stephen  Hopkins,  1786,  417;  allusion  to 
Washington's  visit  to  the  College,  1T90, 
480;  Judge  Howell's  Sketch  of  Man- 
ning, 1791,  B03-604;  articles  to  1TT4  in 
reference  to  College  taxation,  cited, 
643. 

Fbovost,  Dr.,  Bector  ot  Episcopal  chanA 
in  New  York,  410. 

FnoDENca  IsLuiD,  seven  miles  in  length, 
deserted  on  account  ot  the  War,  289. 

Ptbuc  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  266. 

Pni,ASEi,  Count,  repulsed  at  Cbarleaton, 
321. 

PcitcHAE,  Jonathan,  engraved  portrait  fa 
Rippon'.s  Baptist  Begister,  iSJ. 

Pdtkam,  Fort,  at  West  Point,  a 


Pte,  John,  minister  ot  England,  recom- 
mended by  Ryland  for  honorv  ot  the 
College,  174. 

QUAKBUS,   Blch   and   Scott   Joined,  tXH; 

Shaking  Quakers,  or   New   Dispensa- 

tlon,  304. 
QuiHCT's  history  ot  Hbtt^I  DnivetsiQ, 

cited,  M,  160. 

Sahdal,  Dr.,  342, 
Bahdau,,  Hi.,  317. 
BAirsAxi/,  Jonathan,  103. 
RAHuoLpa.    Bee  Frrz  BAin>oi.PH. 

Rahcolfh,  Aunt,  wIIg  of  Uncle  Ephraim, 
494. 
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Rawhaqix  Iron  'Works  in  Connecticot, 

316. 
BxAD,  larAel,  atgned  Hanning'a  parch- 


Bbad,  Seth,  graduated  in  ITTO,  received 
degree  at  A.  M.  in  1TT3,  ie4,  24T. 

Rkuiiho,  Connecticut,  329. 

Bkcord  or  DiKDs,  Cit;  Hall,  Book  19 
coulaina  account  ot  original  College 
premtaea,  IST-I3H. 

Rbdmak,  John,  flnt  President  of  College 
of  Phrsldana  In  Philadelphia,  adbeiv 
en(  of  Blhanan  Winchester,  383. 

Redwood,  Mi.,  of  Philadelphia,  322. 

Bbdwood,  Abraham,  wonld  give  liherally 
towarda  the  College  If  In  Newport,  117  j 
haa  at  laat  subscribed  five  hundred 
pounds,  119. 

Rbdwood,  William,  name  mentioned  Is 
preamble  to  Charter,  635, 

Rbdwood  LnnAAT,  Robert  Rogers,  Seo- 
latary,  Treasurer,,  and  Librarian,  63; 
second  library  in  the  country  In  ITTO, 
laa. 

Rbsvs,  lawyer,  of  LltchBeld,  316. 

RxHOBOTH  Baptist  Chnrch,  Six  Print^pla 
in  ITM,  T3. 

Rkid,  Captain  'William  of  the  British 
aimed  sloop  Liberty,  87. 

Rbuqiuus  basis  of  the  College  as  geen  In 
its  laws,  2T1. 

Bki^lt's  Book  OD  Union,  Murray  a  mere 
retailer  of,  3*3;  Doctrine  of  Union, 
citetl,  363. 

RivoLUTionAKT  War.thonaandB  and  thou- 
sands of  families  once  living  in  af- 
fluence reduced  to  beggary  by,  365.   See 

AnwpTr  j»  RbvOLUTTON,  WAK. 

RKiitoLi«,Bllsha,  Corporator,  536;  Char- 
ter Trnstae,  fiSB. 
Rbtvoum,  John,  received  degree  of  A. 
T6 


M.inlTTO.ieS;  Calvinistic Baptist min- 
tst«r  in  IfOndon  able  to  read  Greek,  24S. 
Rbode  lH.AjtD  a  patriotic  State  or  Col- 
ony, first  to  appoint  delegates  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  first  of  any  Col- 
ony to  propose  an  annual  Congress.  2t>l ; 
scarcely  anything  but  a  line  of  sea 
coast,  exposed  in  consequence  to  the 
enemy,  commerce  destroyed,  and  the 
Inhabitants  kept  constantly  under 
arms,  289;  Rhode  Island  and  the  Five 
Per  Cent.  Impost,  341 ;  likel;  to  hold  a 
distinguished  rank  amongst  the  con- 
tributors to  the  ruin  of  the  Federal 
Government,  440;  rejected  tbe  Federal 
Constitution  in  town  meetings,  406; 
seven  times  moved  In  General  Assem- 
bly for  the  calling  of  a  apecial  Convan- 
tion,  defeated  by  country  members, 
47T.     See  Comvxmtiom,  Fsdbhal  Con- 

aTTTDTIOH,    GXXIBAI.    ASBEUBLY,    LkOIS- 
lAIUBB,  FBOVmBKCE. 

Rbo&i  Island,  laland  of  Rhode  Island, 
aixteen  milea  in  length,  threatening  de- 
manda  on,  286,  289;  two  thousand  per- 
sons driven  from  In  January,  1TT9, 
homeless  and  penniless, 309 ;  "Days  of 
Anld  lisng  Syne,"  cited,  89;  Yearly 
Meeting,  12. 

Rhode  IaiAin>  Histokical  Socibty,  obli- 
gations to  acknowledged,  0 ;  manuscript 
of  Morgan  Edwards's  "  materials " 
placed  in  its  archives  by  Dr.  Benedict, 
G13. 

BhODE     IhLAKD     LlTBKART     REFOSTTOET, 

cited,  3,  308. 

Rhodes,  Charles,  name  mentioned  In  pre- 
amble to  Charter,  BSS. 

BHODia,  Mr.,  Mayor  of  Philadelphia,  at- 
tended Conference  with  the  Baptiata  in 
Carpenter 'a  Hall,  2T8. 

Bice,  Nathan,  algned  original  petition  lor 
Charter,  BIT. 

RicHAEDi,  William,  of  Lynn,  England, 
corresponds  with  Manning,  has 
thoughts  of  writing  life  ot  Roger  Wil- 
liams, has  a  library  ol  6tt«en  hundred 
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TolumeB,  iDggeBts  thBt  he  may  leave  U 
to  the  College,  490;  brief  blographlc&l 
■ketch  with  accoant  of  fais  wrltlDga,491 ; 
bequeathed  hla  library  In  181S  to  Brown 
UulrerBltf,  492.    Sae  LrrrsB*. 

KiCHMOND,  Barzlllal.  name  mentioned  In 
preamble  to  Charter,  63S. 

BicmoND,  8.  K.,  113. 

RiCRHOHD  Baptist  Church,  Sir  Principle 
In  1T64,  T3. 

RicHiiOKD  Street  Church  formed  by 
Joseph  Bdow  and  hU  adherenM  in  1T93, 
164. 

BicKABD,  George,  13S. 

ItiFFON,  John,  a  CulvlnlBtic  Baptist  min- 
ister of  London,  succesBor  of  Dr.  Gill, 
able  to  read  Greek,  S4S;  student  at  BrtB- 
tol  Academy  nnder  Hugh  and  Caleh 
Evans,  3T4 ;  pablished  In  his  Baptist 
Begister  a  history  ot  First  Baptist 
Church,  Providence,  19T ;  writes  to  Man- 
ning that  all  the  Baptist  ministers  in 
London,  but  two,  and  most  of  the  Bap- 
tist clergy  In  the  country,  were  on  tbe 
side  of  the  Americans  during  the  War, 
gives  an  account  of  himself  and  his 
church,  373-37S;  copy  ot  his  "  Selection 
of  Hymns"  presented  by  Mrs.  Man- 
ning, in  the  writer's  posBession,  4JS3; 
"Baptist  Annual  Register"  taking  a 
prodigious  spread  among  tbe  cbnrchea, 
489;  intended  toserve  American  Breth- 
ren particularly,  486;  account  of  the 
four  volumes  published,  48T;  contained 
Judge  Howell's  obituary  notice  of  Man- 
ning, with  portrait.SOS;  Register,  cited, 
11,  63,  226.    See  Lktiekb. 

BoBBras,  Aaher,  Tutor  In  College,  first 
Librarian  after  the  War,  account  of, 
3T9-280;  gives  good  satisfaction,  398; 
oldest  Tutor,  gone  to  Connect! cnt  sick, 
4S7. 

BoBBiHS,  E.,  483. 

BoBBRDEAw,  Daniel,  American  merchant 
in  London,  231. 

BoBnisoH,  Ur.,  of  Mansfleld,  316. 


BoBiRSOR,  R«v.  Mr.,  ot  Bridgewater,  r*- 
rival  under,  454. 

BoBUSOH,  George,  Trustee  of  Baptist  Bd- 
acatlon  Fund,  36T. 

BoBivaoir,  Bobert,  of  Cambridge,  Eng- 
land, able  to  read  Greek,  2U ;  author  ot 
"History  ot  Baptism,"  known  to  have 
adopted  Dr.  Priestley's  system  in  gen- 
eral, 4T4 ;  Socinian  at  time  ot  his  death, 
funeral  sermon  preached  by  Priestley, 
History  of  Baptism  criticised  by  Booth, 
484;  EccloBiastical  Besearches  In  preai, 
491. 

BoBiHSON,  Thomas,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  Charter,  S35. 

Boouw&T,  327. 

BcmKAV,  Joseph  and  Thomas,  signed 
original  petition  tor  charter,  517. 

Borrar,  Samuel,  benefactor  of  the  Col- 
lege, died  In  April,  1770,  Tl,  162. 

BooBBS,  Dr.,  of  Greenfield,  329. 

Boaaas,  John,  Captain  ot  the  ChviotU, 
341. 

Eooaiis,  Jonathan,  signed  original  peti- 
tion tor  charter,  GI7. 

BooBKS,  Mrs.  Eliza  B.,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Oano,  and  granddaughter  ot 
Joseph  Brown,  414. 

Roouts,  Captain  William,  merchant  of 
Newport,  advertisement  in  Itetnport 
Mercwvi^i  signed  original  petition  for 
charter,  617 ;  requested  Jadge  Jencke* 
to  sign  petition  for  charter  tor  a  Bap- 
tistCollege,  622;  bequeathed  totheCol- 
lege  two  hundred  pounds,  230. 

BoQEBi,  Daniel,  son  ot  Captain  WllUam, 
pupil  of  Manning's  Latin  School,  died 
in  1T93,  S3,  63. 

BooKBS,  Joseph, pupil otHannlng'sLalin 
School,  62;  well,  but  mourning  the  lou 
ot  a  dear  wife,  402. 

BooBBs,  Robert,  sod  ot  Captain  WilUam, 
graduated  in  17T6,  prominent  edncator, 
63,  288;  Trustee  ot  Baptist  Educatfon 
Fund,  337. 

BoosBs,  William  Sanfoid,  aon  of  Robert, 
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founded  Kswpcit  Bogera  ProtAsaonhlp 
at  CbemlBCry  In  boaor  ot  Ub  tuber  ukd 
Ills  nncle  WlUiam,  63. 
BoDUU,  'William,  Bon  of  Captain  William, 
pnpil  ol  Manning's  Latin  School,  SS; 
flnt  Btndeat  of  the  CoUego,  matrlonla- 
ted  8«pt.  3,  1766,  biographical  aketcb 
with  portrait,  09-64;  Commencenient 
Oration  on  Benevolsnce,  61-92;  Tssem- 
biance  to  Hazokiah  Bmlth,  snoh  another 
■on  of  thunder,  ITS;  BuccaBBor  ot  Mor- 
gan Edward*  in  the  paatocate  at  Phila- 
delphia, 13;  very  popular  preacber,18T; 
recelTGd  degree  of  A.  M.  In  1TT2, 189; 
attends  Conference  with  the  BapUata 
In  Carpenter's  Hall,  278 ;  letetencea  to, 
321,  32S;  preaent  at  laeetlng  of  Corpo- 
ration In  1T82,  Secretary,  pro  (era.,  336; 
requested  to  solicit  benefactions  (or  the 
College  in  Europe,  348;  algned  an  ad- 
dress respecting  Baptist  ohuTch  In  Phil- 
adelphia and  Elhanan  Wlncbester.SU ; 
requeaCed  to  solicit  benelactlons  to  tbe 
Southward,  386;  preaches  Morgan  Ed- 
wards's funeral  discourse,  12 ;  extracts 
from,  IT;  Journal  of  a  Brigade  Chap- 
lain, cited,  61;  engraved  portrait  In 
Rlppon'a  Baptist  Begistar,  48T. 
BooEBs,  EllEa  J.,  daughter  ol  Dr.Bogers, 

paints  her  father's  portrait,  63, 
BouHS,  Ephralm,  of  Hansfleld,  331. 
Boom  Bbht,  tour  dollars  per  year,  3S5. 
Boss,  Mr.,  ot  Stratford,  829. 
BovND,    Richard,    represented     Second 
Church,  Behoboth,  at  flrst  meeting  of 
Warren  Association,  7S. 
Bun  for  building  College  edlflce,  194,  IM, 
BuHTAJi,  Rev.  Mr.,  430. 
BiMH,  Benjamin,  signer  ol  Declaration  of 
Independence,  321;  an  adherent  of  El- 
hanan Winchester,  383;   reference  to, 
401. 
BuwBU.,  Joseph,  of  Providence,  Episco- 
pal Trustee,  ITTO,  H9;  present  at  flusl 
meeting  to  determine  permanent  loca- 
tion, 121;  member  of  committee  to  Ox 
upon  suitable  place  tor  the  College  edl- 


flce. 136;  chalrmauof  committee  to  hire 
suitable  house  for  the  President,  143; 
member  ot  auditing  committee,  1S6; 
Joseph  and  William,  merohanta  ot  Prov- 
idence, 171;  member  of  Committee  ot 
Inspection  during  the  War,  283;  present 
at  meeting  ot  Corporation  in  1780,  333; 
chairman  ot  committee  to  saperintend 
Manning's  funeral,  496. 

Bdssbu.,  William,  merchant  of  Provi- 
dence, ITl;  purchased  John  Angell's 
orchard  for  a  lot  tor  the  new  Baptist 
meeting-house,  219-2S0;  member  of 
standiugcommitteeol eleven, 221;  man- 
ager ot  lottery  lor  the  new  meeting- 
house, 232;  elected  Trustee  in  room  ot 
Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  deceased,  292; 
present  at  meeting  ot  Corporation  In 
1780,  333;  member  ot  committee  to  draft 
petition  to  Congress,  334, 

BuHsiLi.,  William,  M.  D.,  anlm  ad  version! 
on  Allen's  Essay  on  Singing,  cited,  215. 

BuBBXu.,  Joseph  Dolbeare,  ol  Newport, 
graduated  in  class  ot  1T72, 189. 

Rtlakd,  John,  prominent  Baptist  minia- 
ter  and  teacher  ot  Northampton,  Eng- 
land, received  honorary  degree  ot  A. 
M.  at  First  Commencement,  84;  Man- 
ning beginsa  correspondence  with. ITl; 
contributes  annually  Sve  guinea* 
towards  Manning's  support,  ITl,  242, 
268;  memoranda  and  hints  for  Professor 
Manning,  243-246;  remarkable  saying 
in  regard  to  the  American  War,  cited, 
3T6.    Bee  Lkttxbs. 

Bri^um,  John,  Jr.,  sncceMor  ot  his  fa- 
ther, in  charge  of  the  school  at  North- 
ampton, and  preacher  of  the  Gospel, 
Manning  corresponds  with,  39S;  re> 
ceived  honotarydegreeof  A.  M.  in  1772, 
189;  distinguisbed  scholar,  President 
of  the  Baptist  College  at  Bristol,  173; 
references  to,  361, 412.    See  Lbttbrs. 

Sabxatk  no  holiday  in  Manning's  time, 

266. 
Sabih,  Mr.,  ot  Kew  Haven,  329. 
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Sabin,  James,  plans  tot  destractinn  of 
the  Gaaiiee  (ounil  At  liU  home.  184. 

Sabihs's  American  LorallBts,  cited.  3H. 

St.  Ci^ir.  General  In  commanil  of  the 
Pennnylvsnia  Llne.SlH. 

Bt.  Jobk's  Encampment  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar. Dr.  Gano  a  member  nt.  411. 

Bt.  MimTiM  ih  the  Fibuw,  one  of  the 
flneat  i:hun:heR  In  London,  steeple  sim- 
ilar to  Mteeple  of  Baptlut  meetlog-houae 
in  Pro vi  lien  ce.  233. 

Samptuwk.  326. 

Sahdrbson'm  Algebra,  recommended  hj 
Rylanil,  244. 

SiNFOBD.  Joseph,  signed  original  petition 
for  charter,  ."SIT. 

3A.BAToaA.,  Chaplain  Smith  present  at 
when  Butgoyne  surrendered,  147. 

Saukdrrs,  Joshua,  slgoed  original  peti- 
tion for  charter.  SIT. 

Sataob'h  Genealogical  Dictionary,  cited, 
200. 

ScHRRHKKHOKit,  Captain  of  nloop  Sallg, 
14S. 

ScHOLARiiHiPH,  System  of  Inaugurated  by 
Pre:<lileut  Sears,  SIK. 

ScrruATE  Baptist  Church,  Six  Principle 
in  17B4.  T3. 

Scotch  Plains,  Hniprialng  spirit  of  emi- 
gration prevftllinft  there,  43»i. 

Scotch  Plains  Baptist  Church,  Benjamin 
Kf  tiler  pastor,  baptized  Manning  Then  a 
student,  2,1:  licensed  Manning  to  preach, 
33;  references  to.  41,S0,  318.  32G,  381. 

SroTT,  Captain,  381. 

Scott,  Rluliard,  statement  respecting  bap- 
tism of  Roger  \Viiliams,205. 

Sral  for  the  College,  of  silver,  ordered 
nt  seijond  meeting  of  Corporation,  bill 
for  umountlng  to  £10  1.1  shillings, ST; 
had  busts  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
broken  and  committee  appointed  to 
make  new  seal,  337;  device  for  exhibited 
by  Doct.  Drowne  and  approved  by  Cor- 
porntion,  Un;  aeal  for  another  college 
to  be  located  in  Newport,  impression 
of  In  writer's  possession,  131:  original 


In  possession  ofCharleeH.Wyatt,  Esq., 
of  Baltimore,  13S. 

Skakahb,  Job,  of  AttleboTongh.  present 
at  meeting  of  Warren  Association  in 
1782,  Si9. 

SsARS,  Barnas,  obligations  to  acknowl- 
edged, S;  Inaugurated  system  of  acfaol- 
arshlpa,  366;  views  respecting  exemp- 
tion from  taxation, S44;  Centennial  Dis- 
course, cited,  11. 42, 128,  Sas. 

SBaKOHX  River,  John  Clarke  ftod  Mr. 
Luksr  baptized  In.  20&-107. 

Sbvplb's  History  of  Baptists  in  Virginia, 
cited.  8.  407. 

Sekior  Class  aothorlEed  to  admonish 
members  of  under  classes.  372. 

Sxt^xHBBii  gaie,  caused  steeple  of  Bap- 
tist meeting-Iiouse  to  quiver,  234. 

Sbbokaitt,  Jonathan  Dickinson,  class- 
mate of  Manning.  32. 

Sbbbiohs,  Darius,  Corporator,  536:  Charter 
Trustee,  637;  Congregatlonalist  Trus- 
tee in  1770,  549 ;  views  In  favor  of  Pror- 
Idence  for  permanent  location  of  tbe 
College.  114:  in  town  meeting,  added 
to  a  committee  to  lay  Providence  HUb- 
scriptions  before  Corporation.  IIS: 
present  at  Anal  meeting  to  determine 
location,  121 ;  member  of  committee  of 
five  to  prepare  and  enforce  remou- 
Btrani^e  to  General  Assembly.  132 :  mem- 
ber of  auditing  committee  on  College 
ediflee,  156;  Depnty  Governor,  corre- 
sponds in  regard  to  affair  ol  the  Gas- 
pee,  181:  on  committee  to  confer  with 
Manning  in  reference  to  soliciting 
funds  In  Europe,  190;  reference  to.  314. 

Shand.  Captain  of  ship  from  Providence 

,  to  London,  ITS.  2M. 

Sharp.  Daniel,  estimate  of  the  character 
of  William  Rogers.  03. 

Sbarp,  Granville,  correspondent  of  Man- 
ning, benefactor  of  the  College,  noted 
for  his  opposition  to  the  American  War. 
407.    See  Lsttbbs. 

Sharp,  Archbishop,  sermons  and  works 
presented  to  the  Library.  410, 
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SKlTlBlf  in  MasHachD setts,  406. 

taBLDOV,  Christopher,  one  of  the  Auea- 
soraof  taxes  inlTT4,M3:  member  stand- 
ing coDintittee  of  eleven  tor  bQilding 
new  meeting-house,  231;  signed  letter 
to  Manning  asktnghim  to  preach,  4TS. 

Shklimh.  Joseph,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  Charter.  S3S. 

Shspakd,  Jonathan,  represented  Haver- 
hill Baptist  Church  at  Hrst  meeting  of 
Warren  Association,  TS. 

Skbtabd,  Dt.  Bamnel,  otdalned  In  ITTl  at 
atratham.iei. 

Bhiphbrd,  Deacon,  412. 

Shbrbubhr,  Benjamin,  signed  orlgliial 
petition  for  Charter,  SIT. 

Sbebidui's  Lectures  on  Blocntlon,  oited, 
355. 

Sherman,  Rer.  Mr.,  of  Hilford,  329. 

Shibldf),  ThomBH.  member  of  Baptist 
Church.  Philadelphia,  signed  ad  ad- 
dress respecting  Elhanaa  Winchester, 
364 ;  references  to,  321, 322.  323,  JOB. 

SiBLlT'B  Catalogue!!  of  Harvard  Univer- 
altf,  cited,  H!). 

BiONAi.  Post,  or  Beacon,  on  Prospect  Hill. 
IflT. 

SiLVEB.  Edgar  O.,  of  Boston,  Baptist 
Trustee,  MO. 

Simmons,  James  B.,  of  Nev  York,  Baptist 
Trnstee,  S49. 

StMPsOH's  Work  on  Fluxions,  2U. 

Bmama  in  Public  Worship,  opposed  b7 
Quakers  and  man  7  earlf  Baptists, 
works  on,  cited,  219. 

SiMULEToif,  Mrs.,  of  Delaware,  second 
wife  of  Morgan  Edwards,  13. 

Skillmav,  Isaac,  pupU  of  Isaac  Eaton  at 
Hopewell  Academy,  9:  admitted  to  de- 
gree of  A.  M.,2I>1;  desired  with  Man- 
ning and  others  to  prepare  Spelling 
BookandBaptUtCatechi8m,340;  mem- 
ber of  Committee  on  Grievances.  380. 

Sljj>s,  Jonathan,  Corporator,  iiSIl;  Char- 
ter Trustee.  KtS. 

SbAvs  Tradi,  PresbTterlans,  lodepend- 
ents.  and  Antl-Hedubapti«M  in  England 


uDlted  in  a  political  bond  for  the  alwli- 
tlon  of,  as. 

Smilst,  Albert  K,,  of  Mohonk:  Lake, Qua- 
ker Trustee,  SW. 

Smith,  Rev.  Mr.,  321, 33S. 

SMiTn,Dr.,of  Litchfield,  316;  of  Chatham, 
337:  of  Hartford,  331. 

SMrTH.  Caleb,  signer  of  Manning's  di- 
ploma. 32. 

BMrrn,  Eiiphalet.  Presbrterian  minister, 
baptized  b;  Hezekiah  Smith,  1110-161; 
Mary,  wife  of  Elipbalet.  161. 

Smith,  Hayward,  signed  memorial  from 
Providence  in  favor  of  the  College,  IIG. 

SMrTH,  BezekiBh.  pupil  of  Isaac  Eaton  at 
Hopewell  Academy,  9;  claasmate  and 
Intimate  friend  of  Manning,^;  name 
omitted  In  Stiles  draft  of  charter,  S30; 
appointed  Baptist  Fellow  in  1T6S,  ex- 
tract from  hisdiary,  53;  punctual  in  hla 
attendance  at  all  the  meetings  of  the 
Corporation,  account  of  his  diary,  1763- 
I80B,  acknowledged  leader  among  the 
Baptists,  Sfi-aei  designated  by  Backus 
as  one  of  the  three  liberally  educated 
Baptist  ministers  in  New  England,  S4; 
one  of  the  four  illustrious  names  that 
united  to  form  the  Warren  Association, 
represented  Baptist  Church  of  Haver- 
hill. T4-T3;  appointed  to  receive  well- 
attested  grievances,  TH;  received  the 
degree  ot  A.  M.  at  First  Commenoe- 
ntsnt,  M;  accustomed  in  Manning's 
time  to  preach  the  Commancement  ser- 
mon, 85;  desired  by  the  Corporation 
to  solicit  benefactions  tor  the  College 
in  the  Southern  Provinces,  copy  of  cre- 
dentials given  him,  brief  account  of 
Mm  and  his  miasloo,  14&-190,  gave 
charge  at  ordination  of  Samuel  Sfaep- 
ard,  iril ;  when  in  Providence  accus- 
tomed to  preach  part  of  the  time  tor 
Manning,  and  part  for  Mr.  Snow,  164; 
member  o(  Committee  on  Grievances, 
166;  chosen  In  ITTO  agent  to  the  Court 
of  Oreat  Britain  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  Stennett,  Llewelyn,  and  Wallln, 
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166;  Tefereuce  to  In  Citcnlar  Letter, 
167;  marvallonil;  blessed  Inbiaminie- 
terial  labors  at  Haverhill,  177;  owned 
a  ehalae.iiian  of  means  and  conaeqnence, 
237;  acconnCof  Commencement  week, 
IT73,  diary,  2S0;  present  M  meeUag  ot 
Corporation,  1774,263;  nrges  Backnsto 
go  to  Philadelphia  and  secure  from 
Continental  Congress  religions  liberty, 
2T6;  prepares  Circular  I<etter  of  War- 
ren Association,  extract  from,  271 ;  pres- 
ent at  meeting  of  Corporation  In  17S2, 
330;  Moderator  of  Warren  Association, 
339;  account  of  Commencement,  1T63, 
diary,  319;  designated  by  Hannlng  as 
member  of  a  Standing  Committee  to 
aid  poor  stadents,  36S;  Trustee  of  the 
Baptist  Bducatlon  Fund,  36T;  member 
of  Committee  on  Qrlevances  in  I7S4, 
3S0;  attended  Commencement  tor  1T86, 
preached  three  sermons  in  Baptist  meet- 
Ing-hoQse  on  (he  sncceedlng  Bsbbath, 
442;  fitted  AsaMesset  for  College,  469] 
diary  cited,  99,  111,  160-161,  179.    See 


Bhith,  Hezeklah,  Jr.,  in  College,  needs 
more  stability,  460-461;  standing  shall 
remain  as  it  has  done,  4S3. 

Smitb,  John,  member  of  the  Baptlit 
Churcb,201i. 

Skith,  John,  passenger  in  sloop  Salty  for 
Charleston,  148. 

SMrrH,  Peter,  324. 

Smith,  Turpin,  one  of  the  actors  In  affair 
of  the  Oaspee,  18S. 

Smitb,  William  O.,  signer  to  Haunlng'a 
diploma,  32. 

Smitbfibui,  part  of  Providence  nntil 
1730,  S21 

SMTTHriBij}  Baptist  Church,  Six  Princi- 
ple In  1T64,  73. 

Snow,  Mr.  at  Westtord  tavern,  331. 

Show,  Joseph,  pastor  of  a  Society  called 
"New  Lights,"  or  "Separates,"  after- 
wards the  BeueScenc  Congregational 
Chnrcb,  163;  First  Commencement  In 
Providence  held  in  his  meeting-house, 


164;  thanka  of  the  Corporation  extended 
for  the  nee  of,  102;  frequently  practised 
baptism  by  immersion  in  the  Provi- 
dence river,  156;  chnrob  formed  in  1745, 
211;  Commencement  for  1774  held  for 
the  last  time  in  "  Hr.  Snow's  meeting- 
honse,"260;  Heseklah  Smith,  of  Havers 
hill,  accustomed  when  visiting  Provi- 
dence to  preach  part  of  the  time  for 
Manning  and  part  for  Mr.  Snow,  161; 
on  committee  with  Manning  in  favor  of 
public  schools, 463. 

Snow,  Samuel,  member  ot  Jnntor  Class 
at  breaking  up  of  the  College,  admitted 
to  degree  of  A.  B.,  326. 

Show,  Stephen,  31S. 

Socwuxmii,  gaining  ground  in  England, 
180. 

SoMifm,  Major,  from  Providence,  32S. 

SoMs  ot  Liberty,  87. 

SODTH,  Bev.  Dr.,  cited,  607. 

South  Caboioha,  benefactions  lor  the 
College  from,  147. 

South  Caboldia.  College,  Jonathan 
Maze;  President  of,  448. 

South  County,  sabecribed  for  the  Collie 
to  be  located  in  Newport,  119. 

Booth  EiHOBTowit,  41;  Baptist  Church 
Six  Principle  In  1T64,  73. 

Sow  Ann,  Colonel,  318, 

SrALDnia's  Centennial  Discourse,  cited, 
47,  SO. 

Spakx's  American  Biography,  cited,  197. 

SrsAxiHO  at  evening  prayers,  268. 

Stkas,  Nathan,  of  BoHton,  name  omitted 
in  Stiles  draft  of  charter,  620;  Baptist 
Trustee  In  17T0,  MS;  appointed  to  pre- 
sent petitions  to  General  Courts  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  for  re- 
dress ot  grievances,  78;  present  at  final 
meeting  to  determine  permanent  loca- 
tion, 121 ;  voted  In  favor  ot  Providence, 
136;  present  at  meeting  of  Corporation 
in  I774,gtves  ten  pounds  for  increase  of 
Prof.  Howell's  salary,  263, 264. 

SrzcuLATtoH  and  discontent  everywhere 
manifest,  321. 
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SrBi.i.uio  Book  and  Baptist  CktBcbIsm, 
Warren  Aaaociatlon  voted  to  publish, 
33»-340. 

Sputckb,  Majoc-Oeneral  Joaeph,  323,  32S. 

SPiLSBintT,  John,  paator  ot  Baptist  church 
Itt  England.  1633, 2M. 

Spbaode.  William,  ot  NatraganBatt  Pier, 
Baptist  TruHtaa,  H9. 

SrKAODB,  William  B.,  obligations  ot  the 
writer  to  acknowledged,  9;  coUectOTot 
aatographa,  the  Stiles  charter  lormerlr 
In  his  poaseasloD,  BSB;  Annals  of  the 
American  Pnlplt.  cited,  IS,  20,  62,  98, 
101,^1,406.    SeeLvrrBBB. 

BtArtoan,  John,  recommended  b;  By- 
Und  for  College  honors,  1T4. 

Bt-Lmt  Act,  opposition  to  interfered  with 
Morgan  Edwards's  subscriptions,  TO; 
went  Into  operation  Not.  1, 1T6S,  fatal 
da;,  universal  resistance  to,  86. 

Stambdbt,  Recompense,  Elder  In  Scotch 
Plains  Church,  33,  31. 

Stakdiho  Oksbk,  grievous  oppressioni 
and  persecutions  from,  especially  to 
Ashfleld,  TS;  oppressive  measures 
against  Baptists  in  Connecticut,  rem- 
edy sought  by  Warren  Association 
ChFough  Committee  on  Grievances,  16S. 

SrAHrooD,  John,  author  of  Book  of  Eec- 
ords.  or  history  of  Baptist  Church  In 
1T89,  I9T:  preacher  from  England,  tem- 
porary pastor  of  Baptist  Church  in 
Providence,  ITSS-ITSa.  compiled  records 
of  the  church,  212-213;  expected  from 
New  York  lnthesprlng,461;  nottostay 
after  expiration  of  term  agreed  on,  461 ; 
name  Id  connectton  wttb  history  In 
Bippon's  Baptist  Register,  to  be  kept 
entirely  out  of  sight,  486. 

Staples,  William  R.,  Incorporated  in  bis 
history  Appendix  to  Morgan  Edwards's 
"  Materials,"  SIS';  Annals  of  Provi- 
dence, cited,  19,  139,  ITO,  IBS,  209,  211, 
319,361,  383,  393,  304,  462,  468,  460,  tSS ; 

Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, cited,  290, 4T9. 
Stake,  Obadlafa,  of  Colchester,  1S9. 


Bthad,  Mr.,  Baptist  Trustee  for  manage- 
ment of  Moore's  funds  tor  on  Indian 
College,  163. 

Btbkl,  Captain  Elijah,  passenger  in  sloop 
SaBy,  148. 

Stuflk  of  First  Baptist  meetlng-honae 
described,  223. 

SitmLLK,  Benjarolo,  a  worthy  magistrate, 
for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Piscata- 
way  Baptist  Church,  37. 

Stbllk,  Isaac,  succeeded  his  father  In  the 
pastoral  office,  3T;  oneof  the  inspector! 
of  Hopewell  Academy,  9;  made  the 
prayer  at  Manning's  ordination,  37; 
references  to,  319,  320,  324,  328;  died  in 
1T81,  344. 

Stsllb,  Benjamin,  son  of  Isaac,  pupil  of 
Isaac  Eaton  at  Hopewell  Aoademy,  10; 
brief  account  of,  graduated  at  College 
of  New  Jersey,  3T ;  has  a  Latin  School 
in  Providence  of  twenty  scholars,  230; 
clerk  of  a  meeting  ot  the  Baptist  Soci- 
ety, 220;  first  clerk  of  Charitable  Bap- 
tist Society,  partner  of  Benjamin  Bowen 
In  the  druggist  business,  227;  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  17T4,  361. 

Btslli,  Mary  Boweu,  daughter  ot  Benja- 
min, second  wife  of  Hon.  Nicholas 
Brown,  227. 

SrurHETT.  Samuel,  of  London,  Morgan 
Edwards  studied  divinity  under,  14; 
subscriber  to  the  early  funds  of  thfl  Col- 
lege, 71;  ohalrman  of  committee  to  act 
in  coujuuetlon  with  Committee  on 
Grievances,  Manning  opens  corre* 
spondence  with,  account  ot,  with  por- 
trait, IS8-1S9;  trustee  tor  management 
of  Dt.  Moore's  funds  for  an  Indian  Col- 
lege, 163;  chairman  of  committee  to  act 
in  conjunction  with  agent  of  the  War- 
ren Aasoclation, 166;  success  in  procur- 
ing passage  of  an  act  to  relieve  the  Bap- 
tists in  AahHeld,  memorial  to  His  Maj- 
esty's Commissioners  tor  Trade  and 
Plantations,  168-169 ;  Disoourses  on  Do- 
mestic Duties,  239.  4M;  procured  an 
order  from  Government  to  put  a  atop 
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to  the  oppr«Mloni  of  th«  BaptUtg  ii«u 
Boaton,  244;  able  to  read  Greek,  HH; 
engraved  portrait  In  Bippon'a  Baptist 
Begister,  487.    See  Lrmu- 

Stullxho'i  Bbetoric,  38S. 

Btmibbm,  BaroD,  HanninK  introduced  to 
atWeat  Point,  3S8. 

6tbtbj(S,  Bobert,  iignad  origlaal  petition 
for  Charter,  5IT. 

Btkvabdb,  Commons,  etc.,  ST^STi, 

Stilib,  Ezra,  pastor  of  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  la  Neirpon,  1TS5-1TT6, 
"most  learned  American  of  his  day," 
117,203;  librarian  lor  man;  years  of  the 
RedwoodLlbrarj,  136:  COFpora[or,536; 
Charter  Fellow,  038;  gave  as  a  reason 
for  not  accepting  a  Fellowship,  the 
off ense  he  should  give  his  brethren,  24Z; 
solicited  bj  Governor  Lyndon  and  Col- 
onel Bennet  to  assist  tbem  in  drafting 
acharter,  hU  courseln  the  matter, Pro- 
fessor KIngsley's  BlAMment,  B18 ;  mem- 
orandum respecting  the  first  cbaitei 
found  among  the  Stiles  papers,  and 
cited  by  Dr.  Sears  in  appendix  to  Cen- 
tennial Discourse,  GSA;  remarks  con- 
cernlngfortheBer.  Dr.  Charles  Chan n- 
cy,  Boston,  written  on  the  bock  of  the 
Btiles  draft,  026;  statement  that  the 
flrst  oburch  In  Rhode  Island,  founded 
by  Roger  Williams,  was  Congrega- 
tional, 203;  diary  respecting  the  Col- 
lie In  17T0,  contest  between  Provi- 
dence and  Newport  for  the  location, 
cited,  117;  dlaiy  respecting  Manning 
and  his  leaving  the  church  to  go  with 
the  Collie  to  Pcorldence,  cited,  14S; 
diary  respecting  William  Ellery  and  a 
petition  for  another  College  to  be  loca- 
ted in  Newport,  citml,  120;  diary  re- 
specting a  visit  to  the  College  edifice, 
November,  1171,  five  oisix  lower  rooms 
finished,  died,  UD;  estimate  respect- 
ing population  of  Providence  In  1770, 
five  hundred  dwelling-houses,  four 
thousand  inhabitants,  half  as  big  aa 
Newport,  prevailing  sentiment  Baptist, 


116;  assertions  made  in  reference  to 
the  Baptist  Conference  in  Carpenter's 
Hall,  1TT4,  280;  account  ol  the  finding 
of  the  lost  copy  of  the  Stiles  draft  ol 
charter,  025^27.  See  Lkttkbb. 
BriLuuit,  Samuel,  ol  Boston,  pupil  of 
Isaac  Baton  at  Hopewell  Academy,  9; 
aided  by  the  Religious  Society  of 
Charleston,  2T;  name  omitted  in  the 
Stiles  draft  of  charter,  S20:  Corporator, 
036;  Charter  Trostee.SSS;  Baptist  Pel- 
low,  1T70,  SSO ;  present  at  second  meet- 
ing of  the  Corporation,  brief  acconnt  ol, 
appointed  to  procure  seal  for  the  Col- 
lege, 66,  08;  portrait  of,  ^4;  designated 
by  Backus  as  one  of  the  three  liberally 
educated  Baptist  ministan  Istely  come 
from  the  South,  64;  chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances,  78, 160 ;  appointed 
by  the  Warren  Association  to  present 
to  the  General  Courts  of  Uassachusetta 
and  Connecticut  petitions  for  redress, 
78;  present  at  First  Coin  men  cement, 
received  degree  of  A.  M..  M:  accus- 
tomed in  Haunlug's  time  to  preach  the 
Commencement  sermon,  SS;  present  at 
final  meeting  to  determine  permanent 
location  of  the  College,  voted  In  favor 
of  Providence,  120, 120;  memberof  com- 
mittee of  five  to  prepare  Remonstrance 
totheGeneral  Assembly, 132;  preached 
sermon  at  ordliution  of  Samuel  Shep- 
ard,  161 ;  present  at  meeting  of  Corpo- 
ration In  m4,  and  also  In  17K.',  263,335; 
present  at  meeting  Of  Warren  Associa- 
tion In  Providence,  11S2,  preached  the 
opening  sermon, 33U;  desired  with  Man- 
ning and  others  to  prepare  Spelling 
book  and  Baptist  Catechism,  340;  pres- 
ent In  1783  when  the  pnbllc  exercise* 
of  Commencement  were  resumed, 
preached  an  animating  sermon  from 
Luke  XV.  32, 314;  appointed  with  Man- 
ning and  Hopkins  tu  make  out  Cata- 
logue of  the  Library,  317;  appointed 
with  Manning  and  Waterhouse  to  draft 
an  address  and  petition  to  the  King  of 
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FniDCO  for  hia  pationaga  of  the  College, 
34S ;  dMlgnated  by  Manning  as  member 
of  ft  Standing  Committee  to  aid  poor 
BtadentB,  366;  trastee  of  the  Baptist 
Education  Fund,  367 ;  chairman  of  Com- 
mittee of  Orlevances  in  ITSl,  380;  one  of 
the  twelve  BepreaantatlTes  from  Boatoa 
to  the  Federal  Convention,  449;  voted 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Coiutitn- 
tlou,  4fi0;  engraved  portrait  In  Rippon's 
Baptist  Reglater,  48T.    See  Lettsrb. 

Sm-LVTATBa,  Chaplain  Bmlth  present  at 
battle  of,  14T. 

Stubs  faxilt,  anceatry  of,  30. 

Stttbs,  William,  mored  from  Hampstead 
in  1727, 36. 

Sxma,  William,  Jr.,  resided  In  Eliza- 
bethtown,  36,  326. 

SnTBS,  John,  oldest  Boa  of  William  lit., 
Manning'a  father-io-lair,  tuayor  of 
Elizabethtonn,  realded  at  Connecticnt 
Parms,  character  of.  34-36;  one  of  the 
loQuders  of  the  College,  20;  appointed 
b7  Philadelphia  Aasoclatlon  to  receive 
donations  for,  21;  three  sons  educated 
St  Hopewell  Academy,  36 ;  received  de- 
gree of  A.  M.  at  Flrat  Commencement, 
M;  references  to,  318,  310;  Dr.  Dayton 
executor  ot  his  estate,  342. 

Stites,  Mrs,,  wife  ol  John,  and  Manning's 
mother-in-law,  aboat  to  die  of  consamp- 
tion,  Jane,  1T84,  387. 

Srma,  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  and 
wife  of  Manning,  34;  professed  religion 
in  I7T0,  died  la  ISIS,  36 ;  bequeathed 
Manning's  portrait  to  Brown  Univer- 
alt7,  36;  her  portnUt  bequeathed  to 
Brown  University  by  Miss  Maria  Ben- 
edict, 36. 

BttiKs,  Sarah,  daaghter  of  John,  and 
wife  of  John  Oano,  36, 

Srrm,  Mary,  daughter  of  John,  and  Man- 
ning's aiste>ln-law,  38. 
Stttu,  Hezeldah,  son  of  John,  and  Man- 
ning's brother-in-law,  pupil  of  Isaao 
Eaton  at  Hopewell  Academy,  physi- 
cian, 10,  36,  3S6,413. 
7T 


Smis,  John,  son  of  John,  Manning's 
brother-in-law,  merchant  and  physi- 
cian, pupil  of  Isaac  Batoo,  10,  36, 404. 

Brrns,  Blohard,  youngest  son  of  John, 
and  Mannli^'a  brother-in-law,  pupil  ot 
Isaac  Eaton,  10;  pupil  ot  Manning'a 
Latin  School  at  Warreu,  62 ;  second 
atndent  of  the  College,  matriculated 
June  20,  1766,  69;  graduated  in  1769, 
biographical  sketch,  S3;  received  de- 
gree ot  A.  M.  in  17T2,  189. 

STrrBS,  Blchard  Montgomery,  son  ot 
Richard,  graduated  in  1T92,  93,  3^. 

SrrrES,  Richard  Montgomery,  grandson 
of  the  above,  Civil  Engineer  In  Morria- 

STrrsa,  Mr.,  324,  326. 

Stoddasd,  Elijah  B.,  ot  Worcester,  Coo* 
gregationalist  Trustee,  660. 

Btonb,  Edwin  H.,  edited  the  Morgan  Ed- 
wardsmanu8crlpt,613;  Life  ot  ElhanaD 
Winchester,  cited,  384;  Life  and  Baool- 
lections  of  John  Howland,  cited,  143; 
Oar  French  Allies,  cited,  363. 

Siokk's  Euclid,  3S6. 

Stout  Ponra,  token  by  General  Wayne, 
324. 

Stosh,  Captain,  317. 

Stodi,  Nathaniel,  326. 

Stout,  Rebecca,  wife  ot  Isaac  Eaton,  and 
mother  ot  Joseph  Eaton,  of  the  first 
graduating  class,  90. 

Stboho,  Nathan,  pastor  ot  First  Congrft- 
gational  Church,  Hartford,  316,  331; 
offers  Introductory  Prayer  at  ordina- 
tion of  Tutor  Flint,  484, 

Stvabt,  Qllbert,  received  hla  first  lessons 
in  drawing  from  Cosmo  Alezauder,  606. 

Stuvus  and  t«zt-books  in  17S3,  366-366. 

SuLUVAK,  OeiieTal,in  command  in  Rhode 
Island,  308. 

StniNBB,  James,  Chief  Engineer  in  erect- 
ing high  steeple  ol  Baptist  meeting- 
honse,  224. 

SoMDAi,  or  First  day  of  the  week,  no  hol- 
iday in  Manning's  time,  266, 

Sdtton,  John,  pupil  of  Isaac  Saton  st 
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Hopewell  Academy,  member  wltb  Man- 
ning of  the  Scotcli  Plains  Cburch,  10, 
42 ;  accompanied  Manning  on  hla  T07- 
agB  to  Halifax  In  1763,42,  214;  settled 
in  Nova  Scotia  In  1760,  preached  and 
baptized,  settled  again  In  Nova  Scotia, 
1T66-1770,  214;  preached  six  montbe  Id 
Frovldence  as  usistant  to  Blder  Wln- 
Bor,  1T69-1770,  213;  Anally  settled  in 
EentDckj,  worldly  prospects  happy, 
314,483. 

Swain,  fidward  A.,  one  ot  the  Princi- 
pals ol  TJiitTersity  Grammar  School,  62. 

SwAKSBA  Baptist  Chnrch,  founded  by 
John  Miles  in  1663,  oldest  In  Massaohn- 
seCts.  47 ;  8U  Principle  in  1764, 73. 

SwBETLAirD,  Cornelius  8.,  of  Providence, 
_  Episcopal  Trustee,  BSO. 

Btmonds,  Josbna,  Calvlnlstlo  Baptist 
minister,  preacher  In  John  Banyan's 
pnlpit,  recommended  by  Byland  tor 
College  honors,  177,  24B. 

TAoaART,  William,  signed  original  peU- 
tlon  tor  charter,  517. 

Tashxb,  Jamea,  signed  original  petition 
for  charter,  61T. 

Xahnbb,  John,  ot  Newport,  Baptist  Troa- 
tee,  1770,  M9;  signed  original  petition 
for  charter,  S17 ;  present  at  flnal  meet- 
ing to  determine  permanent  location  at 
the  CuUege,  voted  In  favor  ot  Newport, 
m,  126. 

Taxation,  clause  In  the  Charter  exempt- 
ing from,  has  given  rise  to  unhappy 
dlscaBslons,  account  of  In  1773-1T74, 
042-044 ;  act  passed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1S63,  the  Corporation  con- 
senting, exempting  President  and  Pro- 
fessors to  the  amount  ot  ten  thousand 
dollars,  account  ot,  M4-M8 ;  recent  re- 
newal of  the  subject.  City  Assessors 
taxed  Collage  property  on  Westminster 
Street,  tax  paid  under  protest,  ques- 
tion brought  before  Appellate  Division 
ot  the  Supreme  Court,  S4fr«49;  de- 
cision of  the  Court,  621-620. 


Taxss  linpoB«d  by  the  State  In  1779  enor- 
mous, 313. 

Tatlok,  George,  kept  small  school  for 
church  scholars  in  1770,  461. 

Tatlob,  John,  Corporator,  S3S;  Charter 
Trustee,  038. 

Tea,  agreement  not  to  purchase  or  use 
after  March,  1T70,  three  hundred  pounds 
burned  In  the  Market  Place,  3S3. 

TanHnHT,  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Miller  con- 
verted under  Ills  preaching,  2S. 

TcNNBHT,  William  Mackay,  a  dlatin- 
guished  Presbyterian  minister,  329. 

Tut  Laws,  Baptists  in  England  clogged 
with,  47fi. 

Tew,  Paul,  of  Woodstock,  314. 

Tkxt-Bocks  in  1783,  305-366. 

Tbatee,  Jabez,  graduated  at  Conuuenc»> 
ment  ol  1776,  291. 

Tkivbll,  Captain,  388. 

Thokas,  David,  received  degree  o(  A.  i£. 
at  First  Commencement,  U. 

Thohas,  Hiram  H.,  owner  of  the  Nicholaa 
Brown  dwelling  on  Thomas  Street,  226. 

Tbomab,  John,  engraved  portrait  of  In 
Btppon's  Baptist  Register,  4Sr. 

Thohas,  Mr.,  ot  London,  finds  first  vol- 
ume ot  Backus  used  as  waste  paper,  fiS. 

Tboius  Street,  in  17S7  a  lane,  226. 

Tbompson,  Charles,  pupil  of  Isaac  Eaton 
at  Hopewell  Academy,  9;  student  In 
Bhode  Island  College,  allowed  fourteen 
pounds  out  of  Mrs.  Hobb's  legacy,  21; 
Valedictorian  of  first  graduating  class, 
biographical  sketch,  with  valedictoiy 
oration,  99-107;  baptlEea  his  classmate, 
William  Williams,  97;  revival  under 
his  ministry  at  Warren,  1S7;  reoeived 
degree  of  A.  M.  in  1772,  189. 

TaoMFSON ,  Doct.  William  of  Warren,  son 
of  Charles,  102. 

Tbokfsok,  Capt.  Jobn  B.,  of  Warren, 
grandson  of  Charles,  102. 

Thohpsov,  Louisa  H.,  of  Warren,  great- 
granddaughter  ot  Charles,  102. 

Tbohpiok,  Bbeneier,  member  of  commit- 
tee to  draft  petition  to  Congress,  S34. 
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Thokpson,  Mr.,of  Conaflcticnt,  314. 

THaBNTon's  Palpit  of  AmecicMi  Eevolo- 
tion,  dted,  304,  433. 

Tbbsshxk,  Bbenezer,  149. 

Thkockxobton,  John,  one  ot  th«  found- 
en  of  Bhode  laUiid,  203 ;  John  and  hla 
wife  excloded  from  the  Salem  chatch, 
203. 

THCKBaa,  Benjamin,  on  committee  to 
draft  charter  tor  Chaiita'ble  Baptist 
8ocIet7,  member  ol  Standing  Commit- 
tee ol  eleven,  221;  manager  ot  lottery 
tor  the  new  meetlng-honae,  222. 

Tkdbbcb,  Benjamin,  of  Pomfret,  Ct.,  314. 

TstmasB,  Edward,  member  of  Standing 
Committee  of  sleren,  221;  manager  of 
lottery  for  new  meetiDg-honee,  222. 

Thvkbbb,  Jamea,  314. 

Tbitbbkb,  Bamael,  account  of  schools  in 
HaaniDg's  time,  461. 

Teubbbb,  Mr.,  331. 

Thubstoh,  Benjamin  Babcock,  member 
of  committee  on  qnestlon  of  taxation, 
M6. 

THvnaTOH,  Edward,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  Cot- 
poratoT,  636;  Charter  Tia8tee,B38;  Qaa- 
kei  Trustee,  mo,  S49;  signed  and  sealed 
the  Charter  as  Secretary  of  the  Colony, 
Oct.  24,  1T6S,  542;  present  at  Srst  and 
second  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  02, 
HS;  present  at  flaal  meeting  to  deter- 
mine permanent  location,  121;  voted  In 
faTOT  of  Kewport,  126;  appointed  by 
the  Corporation  to  procure  from  Eng- 
land acopperplate  for  diplomas,  SSO. 

Thurston,  Gardner,  ot  Newport,  signed 
orlglDal  petition  for  cbarter,  GIT;  Cor- 
porator,S3a;  CharterTmstee, 038;  Bap- 
tist Trustee,  ITTO,  649;  meeting-honse 
and  congregation  largest  of  any  con- 
nected with  Baptist  denomination  in 
New  England,  46;  occasionally  visited 
and  baptized  In  Warren  before  Man- 
ning's time,  47 ;  participated  Inaervices 
at  Manning's  ordination,  48;  intimate 
friend  of  Dr.  BtUes,  present  at  first  and 
second  meettngs  of  Corporation,  03,  OT ; 


present  «t  final  meeting  to  determine 
permanent  location  of  the  College,  121; 
voted  in  favor  of  Providence,  126; 
blessed  shower  of  divine  grace  nnder 
his  preaching,  forty  baptized,  344 ;  des- 
ignated by  Manning  as  member  of  » 
Standing  Committee  to  aid  poor  stu- 
dents, 366. 

TaunsTOH,  Mrs.,  wife  ot  Gardner,  died  of 
small  poz,  1T84,  SOT. 

TminsTOir,  Feleg,  name  mentioned  In 
preamble  to  Charter,  OSS. 

TraoLSY,  Baptist  Elder  of  Waterbary, 
voted  against  adoption  of  Federal  Con- 
stitution, 4D0. 

TraQLBT,  Joseph,  Manning's  brother-in- 
law,  lived  in  Samptown,  34,319, 326. 

TiHOLBT  Bros.,  In  possession  of  the  copy 
of  Gibbs's  Designs  ol  Building  used  In 
constrncUng  steeple  to  new  Baptist 
meeting-house,  223. 

TiLLiifOBAST,  Colonel  of  the  Company  of 
.  Aillllery,  escorted  the  Commencement 
procession,  1T88, 4S7. 

TiLLiHOBAar,  Daniel,  in  town  meeting 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
lay  Providence  sobscrlptlons  before 
Corporation,  US;  member  of  Standing 
Committee  ot  eleven  to  advise  in  balld- 
ing  new  meeting-house,  231;  manager 
of  lottery  for  the  new  house,  232;  on 
committee  to  hire  suitable  dwelUng- 
house  tor  Manning,  142. 

T1U.IK0HASI,  George,  received  degree  of 
A.B.  lnlT83.340. 

TnjUHUHABT,  Henry  H.,  graduated  in 
class  of  1TT3,  24T. 

T11.UHOHAHT,  John,  of  Newport,  signed 
original  petition  tor  charter,  OIT;  Cor- 
porator,S36;  Charter  Trustee,  037;  Bap- 
tist Trustee,  1770,  049;  present  at  first 
and  second  meetings  of  Corporation, 
S3,  ST ;  member  of  committee  to  present 
and  enforce  remonstrance  to  General 
Assembly,  132. 

TiujUQKAsi,  Joseph,  one  ot  the  actors  In 
oflolr  of  the  Qospee,  180. 
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TnxiHOEAST,  Klcliolaa,  signed  orlffinftl 
petition  for  charter,  GIT;  CorpoTAtoi, 
6X;  CbftrterTniBtee,63T;  BapClatTrus- 
tee,  present  at  first  and  aecond  meet- 
ings of  Corporation,  62,07. 

TiLLivoHAST,  Pardon,  Elder  In  Baptist 
Charch,  SOS;  account  of,  209-210. 

Tn.i.iNOHAat',  Thomas,  Judge  ol  the  8a- 
preme  Court  In  case  ot  Trerett  va. 
Weedeu,  96. 

Tn-LiNOTusT,  'William,  received  degree 
ofA.M.  In  1774, 261. 

TiRHiLL,  William,  161. 

TmsiL's  tavern  in  Kent,  316. 

TivEBTOH  Baptist  Church,  Six  Principle 
in  1764,  73, 

TOBBT,  Samuel  Boyd,  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Subject  of  Taxation,  Me. 

Todd,  Charles  8.,  commuDi cation  respect- 
ing John  Gano,  cited,  3H. 

ToLHAN'B  History  ot  Higher  Bdncation 
In  Bbode  Island,  cited,  72. 

TohhjU,  John,  «Dgrayed  portrait  of  in 
Blppou's  Baptist  Register,  487. 

Topladt,  Augustus  M.,  recommended  by 
Byland  for  the  honors  of  the  College, 
17S;  account  of  Toplady  and  his  works, 
231-Z33;  Treatise  on  Predestination  a 
masterly  performance,  2S4;  language 
used  by  him  in  reference  to  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  D.  D.,  conferred  "  like 
grace  from  heaven,  nnthonght  of,  un- 
implored,"  400. 
'  ToKuea,  great  damage  done  by  robbing, 
etc.,Dutchee9  Co..  316. 

Tortibh,  Morgan  Edwards's  recantation 
of,  16. 

ToDLKiN,  Joshua,  henefactor  of  the  Col- 
lege, received  degree  of  A.  M  at  First 
Commen  cement,  84. 

Tbadb  embairassmente,  especially  In 
New  England,  4(KI. 

TuuT,  Richard,  signed  Manning's  di- 
ploma, 32. 

Tbbbt,  John,  signed  original  petition  for 
charter,  017. 

TnBTCTT  Ts.  Weeden,  celebrated  case. 


General  Vamum's  great  forensic  effort, 

96. 
TBiKimiAL  Catalogue  of  1772,  the  first  one 

pabli8hed,ao  copy  of  it  known  to  exist, 

alluded  to  by  Dr.  Btilesin  his  diorr.  191. 
TkinrrT  Church,  Newport,  incorporated 

Id  1769,  22T. 

InivnT  C0L1.SOE,  Dublin,  booats  of  her 
Archbishop  Usher,  09. 

TuTTioH,  twenty-four  sbllllngs  per  quar- 
ter, 1784,  386. 

TtTRNBB,  Daniel,  Galvlnlstio  Baptist  min- 
ister of  England,  received  degree  of  A. 
M.  in  1770,  165.  246. 

TTnuiEK,Mr.,326. 

ToairBK'B  Bhetoric,  385. 

Tostik's  Dedication  Discourse,  cited,  46, 
112. 

TuTTLB,  Moses,  318,  327. 

Ttlbb,  Othniel,  received  degree  of  A.  B. 
In  1783,  34a. 

Ttlbb's  History  of  Amherst  College, 
cited.  Oil. 

Ttboh,  Governor  of  New  York,  invasion 
of  Connecticut,  with  two  thousand  Brit- 
ish troops  attacked  the  village  of  Dan- 
bury,  324,  329. 

IJinoN  College,  Jonathan  Moxcy  Presi- 
dent ot,  447. 

UnrrxD  States  Bureau  of  Education, 
cited,  72. 

nxiTBD  Train  ot  Artillery,  tonned  in  1TT5 
from  Fnsileers  and  Artillery,  361. 

XJmtvebbai:  Salvation,  doctrine  propaga- 
ted by  James  Belly  and  John  Murray, 
363:  pleached  In  Baptist  Church.  Phil- 
adelphia, by  Elhanan  Winchester,  3S3. 

UHiTBBSiTr  Hall.    See  Collkob  £DBncB. 

nxtvBBSiTY  ot  Pennsylvania,  under  Epis- 
copal control,  20 ;  William  Rogers  Pro- 
fessor In,  61. 

UKiTBBarrr  of  Vermont,  conferred  on 
Asa  Messer  the  degree  ot  LL.  D.,  406. 

TJPKAM,  Edward,  ot  Newport,  graduate 
ot  Harvard,  46;  one  of  the  two  Baptist 
ministers  in  New  England  in  1644  who 
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had* liberal  AdncAtion, 64;  Corporator, 
63S;  Charter  Fallow,  S38;  Baptist  Fel- 
lov  in  ITTO,  5S0;  present  at  flrat  and 
second  meetlnge  o(  tbe  Corporation,  S3, 
06;  receive  degree  of  A.M.  atthe  First 
Commencement,  84;  present  at  the 
final  meeting  to  determine  tfae  perma- 
nent location  ot  the  College,  120;  voted 
in  favor  ot  Providence,  136. 
Ubtick,  Thomas,  PhllBdelphia  Associa- 
tion voted  fourteen  pounds  towards  de- 
fraj'lng  bis  expenses  In  College,  23; 
graduated  In  ITTl,  prominent  teacher 
and  preacher,  180;  received  degree  of 
A.  M.  in  1T74,  261;  recommended  by 
Manning  tor  the  pastorate  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  Aahford,  262;  ancsceeds 
Blhanan  Wlncheater  as  pastor  ot  the 
Baptist  Charch  in  Philadelphia,  36* ; 
finds  that  a  school  greatlj  interferes 
with  the  discharge  of  a  pastor's  dnty, 
399;  interestshimself  inobtalningfrom 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  the 
degree  of  D.  D.  for  his  beloved  Presi- 
dent Manning,  MO ;  selected  by  Man- 
ning to  take  charge  ot  books  and  for- 
ward them  to  illiterate  Baptist  minis- 
tera  in  Kentncky,  403, 40S-We,  41S. 

Vacatioks  in  College  In  1774,  1TS3,  and 
1813,  26S. 

VAwa,  Sir  Henry,  in  sympathy  with  the 
religions  views  of  Roger  Williams,  206. 

Van  Hobnb,  Peter  B.,  Inspector  of  Hope- 
well Academy,  9. 

Yam  Borkb,  WUliara,  received  honorary 
degree  in  1774,  261;  present  at  Coni- 
mencement,  1774,  nrges  Backns  to  go  to 
Philadelphia  and  endeavor  to  procure 
from  Congress  religious  liberty,  276; 
brief  account  ot,  320;  requested  by  the 
Corporation  to  solicit  benefactions  in 
theSontb,»8,  386. 

Tan  Kirk,  Dr.  Manning  visits,  320. 

Yah  Pbi-t,  Sarah,  wife  ot  John  Manning, 
and  sister-in-law  of  President  Manning, 
24. 
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YAunrif ,  Jamea  Hitchel,  member  of  first 
gradaatlng  class,  biographical  sketch, 
03-97 ;  meml>er  of  committee  to  present 
and  enforce  remonstrance  to  General 
Assembly,  132;  received  degree  ot  A. 
M.  in  1TT2,  189;  oration  on  by  Solomon 
DT0wne,246;  lorenslceSort Trevettvs. 
Weeden,  44A. 

YABNim,  Joseph  Bradley,  younger 
brother  of  James,  prominent  states- 
man in  Massachusetts,  (FT. 

Yatasok,  Capt^n  Josiah,  of  New  York, 

VaKMOST,  formerly  the  Hampshire 
grants,  glorious  revival  in,  394. 

Ykbkon,  William,  signed  the  original  pe- 
tition for  charter,  017. 

YmoiNu.,  thonsands  there  hopefully  con- 
verted, 176, 191, 193 ;  adopts  the  Federal 
Constitution  by  majority  ot  ten,  448. 

VoBX,  James  Q.,  statement  la  reference 
to  Nicholas  Cooke,  106. 

Wadswohtb,  General,  339. 

Wakshah,  Squire,  329. 

WaIiDo's  meetlng-honse,  congregation 
divided  InpoUIics,  316-317. 

Wai^kkk,  Joseph  H.,  of  Worcester,  Bap. 
tiat  Trustee,  649. 

Wall,  Mr.,  320. 

WAIJ.ACB,  Captain,  made  threatening  de- 
mands on  Conanicnt,  286. 

Waller,  Benjamin,  received  degree  in 
1770,  16B;  member  ot  Baptist  Commit- 
tee of  Great  Britain  to  act  In  conjunc- 
tion with  agent  of  Warren  Association, 
166;  works,  including  Hymns,  de- 
scribed by  tbe  anthor,  240;  sent  his 
works  in  ten  volumes,  together  with 
works  ot  John  Bunyan,  as  a  present  to 
the  Library,  294;  presented  box  ot 
books  to  the  Library,  342,  369;  promi- 
nent Baptist  minister  in  Loudon,  ao- 
conntof,23T-238;  dledlnlT83,374.    See 

Walton,  Doct.  John,  of  Newport,  210. 
Walioh'b  Blblia  Sacra  Polyglotta,  417. 
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Waktok,  Governor  Joseph,  CoTporatoi, 
036;  Cbftrter  Tinstee,  037;  Eplscop&l 
Trnstee,  ITTO,  649;  present  M  first  and 
second  meetings  of  ConioraUon,  53,  H ; 
received  degiee  of  A.  M.  at  Plrat  Com- 
mencement, 84;  present  at  final  meet- 
log  to  determine  parmSinent  location, 
121;  voted  in  tsvor  of  Newport,  126; 
alwajs  attended  the  Commenuements 
until  superaeded  b}r  Governor  Cooke, 
143;  preceded  the  procession  in  1T74, 
260;  oorresponds  in  regard  to  the  Oaa- 
pee,  1S4;  protests  Sftalnst  action  of  the 
General  Assembly,  deposed  from  office, 
2M. 

Wanton,  JohuO.,Corporator,536:  Char- 
ter Trnstee,  038;  Quaker  Trustee,  ITTO, 
M9;  present  at  first  and  second  meet- 
ings of  Corporation,  SZ,  ES;  present  at 
final  meeting  to  determine  pertnanent 
location  of  the  College,  121 ;  voted  In 
favor  of  Newport,  126. 

Wakton,  Captain  Stephen,  48. 

Was  of  Independence,  first  Brltishblood 
shed  in  tlie  attack  on  the  Osspee,  ISS. 

Wab  of  the  Be  volution,  termed  by  Backus 
a  "church  war,"  304. 

Wabd,  Henrj,  of  Newport,  signed  origi- 
nal petition  for  charter,  SIT;  Baptist 
Fellow  In  ITTO,  Baptist  Trustee  tn  ITTl, 
SCO;  present  at  final  meeting  to  deter- 
mine permanent  location  of  the  Col- 
lege, 120 ;  ofFeied  arguments  In  favor  of 
Newport,  124;  voted  In  favor  of  New- 
port, 126 1  Secretary,  appointed  to  draft 
address  to  Congress,  2S8;  present  at 
meeting  of  Corporation  in  ITSO,  333; 
memlier  of  committee  to  draft  petition 
to  Congress  respecting  College  edifice, 
334. 

Wakd,  Hon.  Samnel,  of  Westerlr,  Cor- 
porator, 538;  Charter  Trnstee,  B3T; 
Baptist  Trnstee,  ITTO,  MS;  signed  origi- 
nal petlttonforchaTter,51T;  slgnedand 
sealed  the  Charter  as  Qovemor  of  the 
Colony,  Oct.  24,  1760,  642;  present  at 
first  meeting  of  Baptists  tn  Newport  to 


consider  motion  for  a  College,  43; 
present  at  first  and  second  meetlnga  of 
Corporation,  brief  sketch  of,  52,  6T; 
alone  In  his  patriotic  refusal  to  snatsio 
the  Stamp  Act,  8T;  presant  at  final 
meeting  to  determine  permanent  loca- 
tion of  the  College,  121 ;  voted  in  favor 
of  Newport,  126;  member  of  Commtttee 
to  present  and  enforce  remonsttanee  to 
General  Assembly,  132;  appointed  by 
General  Assembly  delegate  to  first 
Continental  Congress,  260;  attends 
Conference  'with  the  Baptists  in  Car- 
penter's Hall,  1774,  278. 

Wabd,  Samnel,  son  of  Hon.  Samnel, 
pupil  of  Manning's  Latin  School,  52; 
graduated  In  ITTl,  served  as  Major  in 
theBevolutionary  War,  ISO;  delivered 
an  oration  In  1TT4,  and  received  degree 
of  A.M.,  261. 

Wabd's  Oratory,  356,  380. 

Wabd  and  HorxiNB  controversy,  1755- 
1T6B,  stimulated  the  leal  and  passions 
of  the  Providence  and  Newport  claim- 
ants for  the  permanent  location  of  the 
College,  12S. 

Wabnbb,  Captain,  of  MIddletown,  329. 

Wabnbs,  John,  138. 

Wahnbb,  Samuel,  of  Wrentham,  received 
from  the  daughter  o(  William  Wil- 
liams his  pine  table  which  be  used  at 
Warren,  and  which  la  now  preserved 
in  the  College  Library,  99. 

Waubbn,  Captain  John,  of  Newport,  Bap- 
tist Trustee,  17T0, 549;  on  committee  to 
purchase  materials  for  College  edifloe 
In  Warren,  110;  on  committee  t«  fix 
npon  a  suitable  place  in  Providence  for 
the  Collsge  edifice,  113;  member  of 
committee  to  carry  on  the  building,  114; 
present  at  final  meeting  to  determine 
permanent  location  of  the  College,  121; 
voted  in  favor  of  Newport,  126;  mem- 
ber of  committee  to  fix  upon  a  suitable 
place  for  the  College  edifice,  136 ;  mem- 
ber of  the  Building  Committee,  139,  ISO. 

Wakbbn,   a  thriving   town   in    Bristol 
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Coiiiit7>  lalActfld  as  the  home  for  the 
Infant  College,  4T;  seleoted  «s  the  plftce 
tot  the  College  edlflce,  UIKlllj  meet- 
Ing-hoaBe,  parsonage,  araenal,  and  prl- 
TMe  direllinga  burned  b7  English 
troops,  MaySfi,  1778, 100;  people  bnlld- 
ing  then  a  new  meetlng-honae,  applied 
to  Manning  to  recommend  them  a  min- 
leter  irbo  ooold  teach  a  echool,  386. 
Wabrbm  Asbociatioh,  founded  by  Han- 
nlng  inlT6T,  to  reilat  acM  of  oppreislon 
on  the  part  of  the  Standing  Order,  to 
promote  education,  and  aid  the  College, 
aceoant  of ,  72-80 ;  plan  and  sentimenta 
of,  modified  by  Manning  and  adopted 
in  1769,  TG-T7 ;  faith  and  order  the  same 
as  expressed  by  one  hnndred  congrega- 
tions in  Great  Britain  In  IBS9,  and 
adopted  by  the  Philadelphia  ABsooia- 
tton  in  1T42, 77 ;  Bet  of  the  minntes  (lom 
170T  to  the  pieseuttlme  preserved  in  the 
College  Library,  T9;  Circular  Letter  (or 
1T69,  60-81;  extract  from  (be  mlDatea 
respecting  plan  to  collect  facts  and  re- 
drees  grlerancea,  78;  sessions  of  178B 
and  1802  beld  In  the  Baptist  meeting- 
honse  In  Wrentham,  99 ;  meeting  in  Bel- 
lingham,  September,  1770,  appeal  of 
Committee  on  Orlevances  published  In 
Frovidetwe  Oazttle,  16B-16e;  aathorsblp 
of  Circular  Letter  ascribed  to  Manning, 
167-ieS;  Association  met  in  Uedileld, 
Sept.  7, 1778,  determined  not  to  carry  In 
any  more  certificates,  paragraph  from 
Circnlar  Letter,  cited,  2S1 ;  met  in  Med- 
fleld,  September,  17T4,  adopted  plan  of 
Charleston  Association  for  raising  a 
fund  lor  the  College,  Backns  sent  to 
Philadelphia  to  represent  the  churches 
and  endeaTor  to  secore  from  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  rellgloas  liberty,  cer- 
tificate addressed  to  the  delegates  In 
Congress,  277-37B;  met  for  the  first 
time  in  Providance,  Sept.  10,  17S3,  Col- 
lege uppermost  in  the  thonghts  of  the 
brethren,  voted  to  pnbUsb  a  Spelling 
Book  and  BaptUt  Cateohism,  339;  the 


meeting  in  Charleston  in  1783,  largeand 
enthnslastlc,  Manning  attended,  an 
address  prepared  to  their  "  friends  and 
countrymen,"  giving  a  faithful  pictore 
of  the  times  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
extract  from,  319, 3T0-371 ;  meets  In  1784 
at  Mr.  Hnnt'a,  Mtddleborongh,  extract 
from  the  minutes  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
tress made  upon  a  number  of  the  breth- 
ren tor  the  support  of  Pedobaptlst  wor- 
ship, determined  to  maintain  their 
rights  and  resist  oppression,  3S0,  390; 
founds  in  1T92  an  Education  Society  In 
accordance  with  a  plan  devised  by 
Manning,  367;  Association  report  in 
18W  on  the  priority  ol  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  196:  Dr.  Stephen  Oano  for 
nineteen  consecutive  years  moderator 
of  the  annoal  meetings,  414;  extract 
from  the  Circnlar  Letter  of  1791  allud- 
ing to  the  death  of  Manning,  002. 

Wakbkh  Baptist  Church.    See  Baptist. 

Wakwick,  within  five  miles  of  the  Jersey 
line,  mountains  infested  with  Tory 
robbers,  318,  327. 

Wabwicx  Baptist  Church,  Six  Principle 
In  1764,  T3. 

Washihoton,  proclaimed  peace  at  New- 
burg,  Chaplain  Gano  offered  prayer  of 
thanksgiving,  39;  friend  and  corre- 
spondentofHezeklah  Smith,  M;  friend 
of  Dr.  Rogers,  view  of  blm  in  his  social 
and  private  relations,  61-62;  army  en- 
camped at  Hiddlebrook  near  Elizabeth- 
town,  318;  letter  to  Beed,  President  of 
Pennsylvania,  cited,  322;  Washington 
and  General 'Wayne,  324;  headquarters 
one  mile  north  of  West  Point,  Man- 
ning arrives  at,  327;  Introdnced  to  by 
General  Oreene,  328;  Thomas  Hnllett 
Interviews  at  Mount  Vernon, 362;  what 
John  Byland  would  do  if  he  were  Gen- 
eralWashington,376:  Washington  with 
bis  suite  visits  Providence,  Tuesday, 
Aug.  17, 1790,  visits  the  College,  Man- 
ning's address  to,  479-180;  address  to 
the  Corporation  in  reply  to  Manning'* 
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addreaa,  481 ;  WuhliiKtOD  the  Orrat  In 
contrut  with  LewlB  the  Linle, 482;  de- 
gree of  LL.  D.  conferred  on  him  at  the 
Commencement  of  1T90,  poetical  effa- 
sion  respecting  in  Rlppon'a  BapliBt 
ReglBtBT,  482. 

WATKRHOvaa,  Dr.  Benjamin,  description 
of  Ifewport,  cited,  litC;  irjiDg  experi- 
ences of  Piesident  Manning  Darrated, 
157;  qualified  as  a  Fellow  in  1T83,  ap- 
pointed with  Uanning,  Hopkins,  and 
others,  to  make  out  Catalogue  of  the 
Library,  347,  M8;  appointed  with  Man- 
ning and  Stillman  to  draft  an  addiesa 
and  petition  to  the  King  of  France, 
brief  biographical  sketch,  348;  chosen 
Professor  of  Nataral  History  to  lecture 
without  charge,  3S1 ;  extract  from  let- 
ter, cited,  393;  mentions  an  Incident  In 
connection  with  the  closing  of  the  Mas- 
sachnsBtts  Federal  CouTention,  400. 

WATEniiAl>,Amaziah,  his  land  purchased 
as  an  addition  to  the  lot  for  the  new 
meeting-house,  230, 

WATsaiiAN,  John,  name  mentioned  in 
preamble  to  Charter,  S3fi. 

WATBiutAN,  Bichard,  one  of  the  founders 
of  Rhode  Island,  202. 

Watkims,  Mc,  of  Philadelphia,  321. 

Watbon,  Blkanah,  memoirs  of,  cited,  01. 

■Watt's  Logic,  335. 

Watland,  President  Francis,  delivers 
discourse  on  Nicholas  Brown  in  1841, 
443. 

WATi.Ain>,  Francis,  of  New  Haven,  Bap- 
tist Fellow,  fiSO. 

WATt.ANi>,  Heman  Lincoln,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Baptist  Trustee,  649. 

Wathb,  General,  the  hero  of  Stony  Point, 
324. 

'Wkathebsfiild,  Ct.,  ^9. 

Wkbb,  Colonel,  at  Wast  Point,  328. 

WKBaxut,  Daniel,  defended  Dartmouth 
College  In  case  before  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Stales,  931;  caseofQltard 
College,  cited,  "  The  Baptist  College  in 
Bhode   Island   receives  and  edncates 


youth  of  all  religions  sects  and  beliefs," 
933. 

WUBio&.'Bev.Btchard,  of  Manch  Chunk, 
Pennsylvania,  pastor  of  Joshna  Ed- 
wards, 71. 

Wklt.,  at  southeast  corner  of  University 
Hail,  167. 

Wbst,  Benjamin,  the  artist,  subscribed  in 
London  £10 10s.  for  the  College,  71;  re- 
ceived degree  ol  A.  M.  in  ITTO,  IBS. 

Wbst,  Dr.  Benjamin,  kept  a  small  school 
in  Providence  In  ITTO,  461. 

Wbst,  John,  extends  a  call  to  Manning 
in  behalf  of  the  Baptist  cbnrch,  61. 

Wbstcot,  Mr.,  of  Philadelphia,  321,  333. 

Wbstcott,  Elder  John,  of  Foster,  479. 

■WraicoTT,  Stukoley,  one  of  the  fonndera 
ot  Rhode  Island,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Baptist  church,  ex- 
cluded from  the  Salem  church,  203- 
303. 

Wkbtom,  Francis,  one  of  the  fonndera  of 
Rhode  Island,  203, 

Wbst  Poinx,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Manning  visit 
In  company  with  Lieutenant  Hubbel, 
account  of,  32T-328, 

Whxatok,  Comfort,  on  committee  ap- 
pointed to  make  a  draft  of  new  meet- 
ing-house, 220. 

Whbaton,  Ephrtdm,  on  committee  to 
draft  charter  for  Charitable  Baptist  So- 
ciety, 221;  signed  letter  to  Manning 
asking  him  to  preach,  472. 

Wmkaton,  John,  signed  original  petition 
for  charter,  BIT ;  member  of  committee 
to  extend  to  Manning  a  call,  48. 

Wkkatok,  Levi,  membai  of  Junior  Class 
at  breaking  up  of  the  College,  admitted 
to  degree  of  A.  B.,  33S. 

Wheaton,  Nathaniel,  member  of  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  eleven  for  bnlldlng 
new  meeting  house,  221;  manager  of 
lottery  for  the  meeting-bouse,  22S;  one 
of  the  assessors  of  taxes  in  1TT4,M3. 

WHaBLOCK,  Dt,,  President  of  Dartmouth 
College,  designed  at  first  as  school  for 
the  poor  Indians,  1T8;  likely  to  succeed 
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In  secaring  for  his  College  the  patron- 
age of  the  King  at  France,  348.     . 

Wbetplb,  Captain  Abiahom,  one  of  John 
Brown's  truat;  shlpnutatera,  ptomtnent 
in  the  affair  at  the  Oaapee.  184. 

"WmrtLB  Hall,  recommended  that  it  be 
parohtueil  and  iiaed  for  a  tree  public 
Bchool,  463. 

Whipflb,  Jeremiah,  added  to  the  com- 
mittee to  lay  before  the  Corporation  the 
Providence  BubBcriptlons,  IIS. 

Whtt*,  John,  wealthy  merchant  ot  Haver- 
hlU,  only  person  In  town  in  1764,  wlio 
owned  a  chaise,  23T. 

Whttb,  John,  of  Harvard  College,  ad- 
mitted to  degree  of  A.  H.,  261. 

Whttkfibui,  George,  delusion  respect- 
ing a  child  wbom  he  named  John,  ISj 
Jonathan  Dicklnaon  hta  latimate 
friend,  26;  reference  to,  164. 

Wbttkajwh,  Major,  officer  of  the  Kent- 
ish Onarda,  96. 

WRmnr,  William  H.,  President  of  the 
SoQtbein  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 
nary, erroneoQS  statemente  respecting 
First  Baptist  Church,  pnbllahed  in 
Johnson's  Cyclopiedia,  199-199. 

Whtttikb,  Jacob,  represented  HaTerhlll 
Baptist  Church  at  flrst  meeting  of  War- 
ren Association,  TO. 

WiczzKiiaH,  William ,  ancestor  of  Stephen 
Hopkins,  ISTj  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  302,  203; 
Elder  In  the  Ghnrcb,  206. 

WiCKHAM,  Charles,  signed  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  SIT. 

WiCKBAu,  Thomas,  signed  original  peti- 
tion for  charter,  SIT. 

Wio  ot  Oovernor  Wanton,  the  size  and 
pattern  ol  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of 
Commons,  144. 

Wiaof  President  Manning  white,  and  of 
the  largest  dimensions  worn,  144. 

WioHTUAH,  Timothy,  of  Gioton,  ap- 
pointed to  receive  well  attested  griev- 
ances, 78. 

WiuuKSON,  Jemima,  Manning's  account 
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of,  founded  a  colony  in  Tate*  County 
in  1T89,  363-364. 

Wn.KiHBOH,  William,  graduated  in  17B3, 
good  master,  taught  the  College  I<atln 
School  andl  1792,  appointed  Librarian 
In  173S,  34fl,  387;  fitted  James  BurrlU 
for  College,  4SS;  removes  his  school 
from  the  College  edifice  to  the  Brick 
School  House,  387. 

Wiu,BTT,Fiancis,Corporator,S36;  Char- 
ter Trustee,  B37. 

WiLUAM  AMD  Mast  College,  under  Bpis- 
Dopal  control,  20. 

Williams,  Ber.  Mr.,  of  Durham,  329. 

WuiLiAiis,  David,  received  degree  of  A, 
M.  In  1770, 166. 

Williams,  David  R.,  Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  pnpll  at  the  Wrentham  Acad- 
emy, 98. 

WnjjAMi,  Jeremiah,  163. 

Williams,  Elder  John,  of  Foster,  leaves 
the  General  Assembly  and  goes  home 
to  preach,  leaving  the  Senate  a  tie  on 
the  question  ot  calling  a  Convention, 
478;  voted  nay  on  the  question  ot  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constltntion, 

479. 

Williams,  Jonathan,  of  Harvard  College, 
admitted  ad  enndem  to  Rhode  Island 
College,  189. 

Williams,  Professor,  accountof  the  Dark 
Day  of  1780,  cited,  310. 

Williams,  Robert,  one  of  the  membetB  of 
the  Baptist  Cbuioh,  138, 202. 

WiLLiAMB,BogeT,  founded  a  colony  and  a 
obnrcb  In  Providence,  where  liberal 
Baptist  sentiments  have  always  pre- 
vailed,136;  preached  before  he  came  to 
Providence,  and  continued  to  preach 
tor  some  time  In  Providence,  testimony 
respecting  Chad  Brown,  137;  Boger 
Williams  and  his  free  Colony  espe- 
rlenced  opposition  and  unfriendliness 
from  the  Standing  Order  in  New  Eng- 
land similar  to  that  experienced  by  the 
College  In  later  days,  ITS;  founder  ol 
the  Baptist  Church  In  Providence,  196; 
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set  up  a  cbatch  In  163B,  IwptiEed  In 
1S39,  c«r«tDoa7  moat  likely,  Bccoiding 
to  Whltiltt,  peTformad  b;  Bprinkling, 
199;  Hopkins's  acooDUtot  theflntBet- 
tlement  In  Bhode  Islftud,  SOS;  Bogei 
and  hU  wife  excluded  from  the  Sslem 
chaTch,  203;  miniHtar  of  the  Salem 
ohnTcb  and  ol  those  who  came  with  blm 
from  Salem  to  Frovldenoe,  3M;  how 
long  be  contluned  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Chnrch  whloh  he  organized  not  deter- 
mined, statements  ol  Winthrop  and 
Scott  respecting,  209;  change  in  some 
of  his  religions  views,  a  firm  believer  in 
the  general  doctrines  of  the  Baptists, 
bis  great  mission  the  conversion  of  the 
Indians  to  Christianity,  306-307]  Man- 
ning not  an  nnworthj  snooessor  of 
Roger  WllUams,  229. 

WiLUAMB,  aidue;,  married  adanghter  of 
Asa  Heesei,  US. 

'WiLLUMS,  William,  pupil  of  Isaac  Eaton 
at  the  Hopewell  Academy,  9;  member 
ot  the  first  gradnatlug  class,  biographi- 
cal sketch, diploma,  97-99;  received  de- 
gree ot  A.  H.  at  Comtnenoement  of 
1772,  189;  present  at  meeting  of  the 
Warren  Association  In  1TB2,  339;  tms- 
tee  of  Baptist  Bdncatlon  Fund,  367; 
daughter  died  In  1667,  aged  90,  her  fa- 
ther's pine  table  which  he  need  at  War- 
ren given  to  the  University,  99. 

'Wilson,  Mr.,  a  snccessful  young  minis- 
ter of  Bordentown,  New  Jersey,  378, 
45T. 


Wilson,  ot  Pbiladeiphia,  threatened  with 
banishment  to  New  York,  S23. 

Wilson,  Jonathan,  signed  original  peti- 
tion tot  charter,  017. 

Wilson's  Navigation,  306. 

WiLTOH,  Samuel,  ot  England,  recom- 
mended by  Byland  for  the  honors  ot 
the  College,  174. 


WiNCEBBTU,  Elhanan,  InatmmeDtal  of  a 
great  revival  in  New  England  in  1780, 
374;  alas  I  he  has  wofnlly  changed  his 
sentiments,  371;  his  apostasy  a  lamen- 
tation amongst  the  Baptists,  self  ema- 
lation  the  rock  on  which  he  split,  S78; 
brief  sketch,  account  ot  his  relationit 
with  the  Baptist  Chnrch  in  Philadel- 
phia, 383-384 ;  in  poasession  of  his  fifth 
wife  and  a  red  coat,  an  eccentric  genius, 
399. 

WoroATB,  Judge,  account  of  the  allot- 
ment of  places  In  the  college  clasees  M 
Harvard,  90. 

WiirsLOW,  Bamnel,  and  Jane,  hia  wil«, 
181. 

WiveoK,  Col.  At)T»ham,  314. 

WiKsoR,  Samuel,  pastor  ot  the  Bapttat 
Church  In  Providence,  46;  Corpora- 
tor, S36;  Charter  Tnutee,  S38;  Bap- 
tist Trustee,  1770,549;  present  atflm 
and  second  meetings  of  the  Corpora^ 
Hon,  62,  07;  present  at  final  meeting 
to  determine  permanent  location  of 
the  College,  121;  grandson  o(  Bc^er 
Williams  and  a  deacon  In  the  chnrch, 
succeeded  James  Brown  aa  Elder,  310; 
home  in  Johnston,  three  miles  from  the 
meetlng-hoiue,  21S;  gave  seventy-flve 
acres  of  land  to  the  College,  briel  Uo- 
grapfalcal  sketch,  213;  beUever  in  Oie 
doctrine  of  Laying  on  o(  Hands,  and 
opposed  to  singing  In  public  woraliip, 
214;  opposed  to  Manning,  withdraws 
from  the  church  and  forms  a  Six  Prin- 
ciple Church  in  Johnston,  21S-216;  sep- 
aration from  the  chnrch  alienated  falm 
from  the  College,  SIS;  ststement  in 
Btfles's  diary,  "The  Browns  and 
Jenckes  intend  to  turn  oft  Elder  Wln- 
sor  and  put  In  President  Hanning," 
143. 

WiNTHBor'B  JonmaL  has  the  first  dis- 
tinct record  ot  any  o^tanle  action  in 
Providence  ot  a  Baptist  Church,  300, 
303;  statement  respecting  Boger  WU- 
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Ilams's  Immeialon,  or  second  bftptlem, 

see. 

WiwiOB'a  woiks  in  Latin,  *02. 

Wood,  Amos,  abant  to  enter  the  Sopho- 
more cIsHB  In  ITM,  389. 

Wood,  Jabei,  paatoi  ot  the  veneiable 
Baptist  Chorch  in  Swansea,  4T. 

Wood,  Oer.  Mr.,  settlement  at  Wore,  161. 

WooDBKinaK,  desolations  at,  326. 

Woodman,  Isaac,  a  CalTinistle  Baptist 
ratnlster  ot  England,  Kyland's  account 
ot,  232,  24fl,  2Hi  received  defiTee  of  A. 
M.  In  1T70, 160.    See  Lbttbki. 

■WooDBuiT,  Mm.  Joseph,  sister  of  Presi- 
dent Manning,  315,  318,  319, 326,  £87, 312 ; 
died  previous  to  IT66,  21. 

WoODBurr,  Samuel,  signed  Manning's 
diploma,  32. 

Woods,  J.  C.  B.,  of  Providence,  Baptist 
Trustee.  H9. 

WooDt,  Marshall,  ol  Providence,  Baptist 
Ttnstes,  MO. 


Wool,  combination  entered  into  for  sap. 

pl7  0f,86. 
WoKTHixaTOK's    Historjr    of    Dedham, 

cltsd,  200. 
WaxH,  Blr  Chiistopber,  223. 
Wbrhtbak  Acadeni]',  founded  b;  Wil- 

Uam  WllUams,  »7, 300. 
Wtatt,  Cliarles  H. ,  ol  Baltimore,  has  the 

seal  of  the  proposed  rival  college  tn 

Newport,  ]3t(.    Bee  Lbttxss. 
Wtatt,  Stanley,  signed  original  petition 

for  charter,  BIT. 

Talk  College,  controlled  by  Congrega> 
tlonallsts,  20;  funds  increased  by  lot> 
tarles,  18T. 

Tkablt  HKBiTKa  ot  Six  Principle  Bap- 
tists, 12;  declined  to  interfete  in  con- 
troversy between  Elder  Winsoi  and 
President  Manning,  21S;  decided  tbat 
the  church  at  Providence  should  be 
considered  tbe  old  obarcb,  217. 
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Opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  Relative  to  the  Taxation  of 
College  Property. 


The  ilntti  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  referred  to  on 
pages  548  and  549,  comes  to  hand  just  as  these  last  sheets  are  parsing 
through  the  press.  The  opinion  of  the  Court  was  written  hj  the  Hon. 
Judge  Tillinghast.  Our  readers  will  he  glad  to  see  it  transferred  tio 
the  pages  of  this  work  where  it  can  be  available  for  future  reference. 
It  belongs  to  the  history  of  the  Charter. 

BoowN  Unitkbbitt 


Dakibl  L.  D.  GBANaSB,  CiTT   TkBA8ITB>B.  . 

OPINION. 

TiLUHOKABT,  J.  The  mala  question  raiBed  b;  the  plaadinga  In  Ibis  cue  is  wbetber 
a  certain  parcel  of  reel  estate,  sltnate  on  WestmlnateT  Street,  In  the  City  of  Frovidenoe, 
which  the  plaintiff  owns  and  holds  for  Its  corporate  purpoBcs,  is  liable  to  taxation. 
Said  real  eatate  constitutes  a  part  of  the  endowmenC  of  the  plaintiff  Corporation. 

In  the  7ear  1B9B,  the  assessors  ot  taxes  of  aald  oity  assessed  a  tax  on  said  real  estat« 
amounting  to  82,491.20,  which  sum,  togecherwltb  Interest  and  expenses  of  levy,  waa 
paid  by  the  pl^nciff  under  protest,  and  this  action  is  brought  to  recover  the  same,  on 
tbe  ground  that  the  tax  was  illegal. 

The  Charter  ot  the  plaintiff  was  granted  in  February,  1164.  It  providea  that  the 
corporators  shall  be  a  "body  corporate  and  politic,"  "tohave,  take,  possess,  purchase, 
acqDire.orotbeririBe  receive  and  hold  lands,  tenements,  beredttaments,  goods,  chattels, 
or  other  estates,  of  all  whlob  they  may  and  shall  stand  and  be  seized,  notwithstanding 
any  misnomer  of  the  College  or  tbe  Corporation  hereof." 

"  And  with  tbe  monies,  estates,  and  revenues,  of  which  they  shall  from  time  to  time 
become  legally  seized  as  aforesaid,  to  endow  the  some  and  erect  tbe  necessary  bnildings 
and  edifices  thereof  on  such  place  within  this  Colony  as  they  sball  think  convenient. 
And  generally  to  regulate,  order,  and  govern  the  same,  appoint  officers  and  moke  laws 
■■  berelnottei  prescribed,  and  bold,  nse,  and  enjoy  all  tbe  liberties,  prlvllegea,  exemp- 
tions, dlgnlUes,  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  any  college  or  nnlverslty  whatever." 

"  And  furthermore  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  this  seminary  ot  learning,  and 
that  the  same  may  be  amply  endowed  and  enfrancbtsed  with  tbe  same  privileges,  dignl- 
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ttes,  Knd  immnnltiea  enjoyed  liy  Ibe  Amerion  collegea  uid  EnTopean  nnlTeTsitie*,  we 
do  giftnt,  anaot,  ordAln,  uid  declan,  uid  it  la  hereby  granted,  enacted,  otd^«ed.  Mid 
decUied,  that  the  College  eatate,  the  estates,  persons,  and  fiunilies  of  the  preaident  and 
professors  Iot  the  time  being  lying  and  being  within  the  Colony,  with  the  persona  of 
the  tutors  and  students  dnrlng  their  residence  at  the  College,  shall  be  freed  and 
exempted  from  all  taxes,  aerrlng  on  JnTors  and  menial  servlcea,  and  that  the  penona 
afOreaald  shall  be  exempted  from  bearing  arms,  Impiesa  and  military  Beirlcea  except 
In  case  of  InTosion." 

"  And  lastly,  we  the  governor  and  company  aforesaid  do  for  oaraalToa  and  our  suo- 
ceagoTs  torerer  hereby  enact,  grant,  and  conflrm  anto  the  sold  Tmsteea  and  Fellows,  and 
to  thalr  snccesaoTH,  tbat  this  Charter  of  Incorporation  and  every  part  thereof  shall  be 
good  and  available  in  all  thinga  in  the  law  according  to  oar  tme  Intent  and  meaning, 
and  ahall  be  construed,  reputed,  and  adjudged  in  all  cases  most  favorable  on  the  behalf 
and  for  the  beat  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  aaid  Trnstees  and  Fellows  and  their  aaccee- 
Bora  BO  aa  moat  effectually  to  answer  the  valuable  ends  of  tbU  Qsefnl  Institution." 

In  view  of  the  provialons  of  the  Charter  above  set  oat,  the  first  qnestlon  which  logi- 
cally presents  Itaelf  is,  whether  the  exemption  clauae  thereof  la  broad  enongh  to  Include 
the  land  In  qaeatlon.  It  is  very  clear  from  the  language  used  in  the  Charter,  taken  aa  a 
whole.thattheGeueralAasembly  Intended  to  foster  and  promote  the  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  the  College  as  far  aa  possible.  The  preamble  is  couched  in  language  of  unmis- 
takable Import  In  thia  regard.    It  is  asfoUowa : 

"Whereas  inatitntlons  (or  liberal  education  are  highly  beneficial  to  society,  by 
forming  the  rising  generation  to  virttie,  !k:nowledge  and  useful  literature  and  thus  pre- 
serving in  the  commnnlty  a  snccesslon  of  men  duly  qualified  for  diachorglng  the 
ofBces  of  life  wltb  nsefalnesa  and  reputation,  they  have  therefore  Jnatly  merited  and 
received  the  attention  and  encouragement  of  every  wise  and  well  r^ulated  state :  And 
whereas  a  pnbllc  school  or  seminary  erected  for  that  purpose  within  this  Colony,  to 
which  tbe  yoQth  may  freely  resort  for  education  in  the  veraacnlai  and  learned  lan- 
gnages  and  In  the  liberal  arte  and  aclences,  would  be  for  the  general  advantage  and 
honor  of  the  government:  And  whereas  Mr.  Nicholas  Brown  and  others  (naming  them) 
with  many  other  persons  appear  as  undertakers  In  the  valuable  design,"  &c. 

The  Qeneral  Aasembly  evidently  contemplated  that  the  College  would  be  endowed, 
and  In  order  that  It  might  be,  and  that  it  might  be  enfranchised,  with  the  same  privi- 
leges and  Immnnltiea  enjoyed  by  the  American  colleges  and  Enropean  nnlveraitiea, 
they  ordained  that  the  College  eatate  should  be  freed  and  exempted  from  all  taxes.  Kor 
did  they  nop  here ;  but,  leat  their  desire  to  specially  favor  this  valuable  Institntion  of 
learning  should  be  misunderstood,  they  declared  that  "  tbe  Charter  and  every  part 
thereof  shall  be  good  and  available  in  all  things  in  law,  acoanfin^  to  our  true  intent  and 
meaninfr,  and  ihail  bs  cOTUtrued,  repvttd  and  a^udged  in  ail  cosei  mott  /atforaMy  ifn  (Aa 


,,Google 


OPINION  OF  THE   SUPREME   COUET.  623 

bahaV  and  /or  the  bett  ftmqAt  and  b»hoof  nf  th»  *o.id  TroMttt*  and  Ttlioie*  and  (Mr  Amom- 
«or«  M  at  mott  affeetuallv  to  antieer  (As  valttable  endi  qf  thU  ut^ful  hutUuHon." 

It  ia  difficult  toase  how  the  latflatlon  of  the  QeDerol  Assembly  to  exompt  allof  the 
property  which  might  bs  owned  by  the  plftlatltF  (rom  taxation  oonld  have  been  mote 
clearly  and  emphatically  ezpreued.  The  Chartet  abounds  In  expressions  of  almost 
paternal  sollcltode  for  the  welfare  of  tbe  College,  and  then  winds  np  hy  pioTidlng  that 
It  shall  be  construed  moat  favorably  In  behalf  of  the  Corporation.  To  this  It  might  be 
added,  as  matter  of  common  knowledge,  that  substantially  the  same  fostering  spirit 
which  dominated  the  Colonial  General  Assembly  In  the  passage  of  this  Charter  has 
ever  since  prev^led  amongst  all  classes  of  onr  citizens  towards  the  College,  it  having 
always  been  considered  the  special  pride  and  honor  of  the  State  as  an  Institution  ol 
higher  education. 

Bat  It  is  aigned  by  the  City  Solicitor  that  the  phiaae, "  tbe  College  eatate,"  In  the 
Charter,  ought  to  be  given  its  most  limited  meaning,  and  held  to  Include  only  the  Col- 
lege eatate  proper,  i.  «.,  the  College  buildings  and  grounds,  and  not  the  endowment  of 
the  College  which  might  comprise  both  real  and  personal  property ;  and  in  this  oonneo- 
tlon  he  argues  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  meaning  of  the  phrases,  "the 
College  estate,"  and  "  tbe  estate  of  the  College."  Perhaps  there  might  be  some  force  In 
this  argument  it  this  phrase  stood  alone,  bat,  taken  as  It  most  be  In  connection  with 
the  entire  exemption  clanae  in.  question,  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  It  was 
intended  to  include  property  held  by  the  plaintiff  by  way  of  endowment,  as  well  as  the 
College  estate  proper;  and  to  place  any  different  construction  thereon  would  be  to  do 
violence  to  the  manifest  Intention  of  the  Legislature. 

It  is  doubtless  true  that.  In  the  constrnctlon  of  statutes  whereby  the  State  has  abro- 
gated a  part  of  Its  sovereignty,  the  strict  mie  of  Interpretation  contended  for  obtains, 
on  the  ground  that  the  presumption  Is  against  such  abrogation  of  power.  And  as  in 
England  the  Grown  Is  not  reached  by  statute  except  by  express  words  or  by  necessary 
implication  in  any  case,  where  it  would  be  ousted  of  an  existing  pTer<^atlve  or  Interest, 
so  here  the  State  Is  not  reached  in  any  such  ease  except  by  the  use  of  express  words  or 
by  necessary  Implication.  That  Is  to  say,  it  Is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Iieglslature  does 
not  Intend  to  deprive  the  State  of  any  part  of  Its  sovereign  power  unless  the  Intent  to 
do  so  Is  clearly  expressed  or  arises  by  necessary  implication  from  the  language 
employed.  See  Endllch  on  Interpretation  of  Statutes, }  161,  and  oaara  cited ;  Viekbwy, 
etc.,  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Derniit,  116  IT.  S,  66S;  Faioo  Railroad  Ci>.  v.  TAomos,  132  U.  B.  ITl;  CIm»- 
land  V.  JTOTtOTi,  6Cush.  3BS-4;  iSt.JotspA'i  Church  v.  TaxAMattor»<^Proeidene»,i2B..IM; 
In  n  College  Street, «  B.  L  481.  This  doctrine  was  clearly  enunciated  in  Preeldmee  Bonk 
V.  PUman,  4Pet.Ii61,  by  Chief  Justice  Hanhall,  who.  In  speaking  of  the  taxing  power 
of  the  State,  said :  "  It  would  seem  that  the  Tellnqulshment  of  snch  «  power  is  never  to 
be  assumed.    We  will  not  s^  that  tbe  State  may  not  relinqnlsh  it ;  that  a  oonilderaUon 
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Bnfflclently  valuable  to  Indnce  a  partial  Telease  of  It  may  not  ezlat ;  but  ••  the  whole 
oommniiity  la  Intereatad  In  retaining  It  nndiminiBbed,  that  commnnlty  bas  a  right  to 
Insist  that  Ita  abandonment  oagbt  not  to  be  pceanmed  in  a  caae  In  vblch  the  deliberate 
pnxposeof  the  State  to  abandon  it  do«a  not  appear." 

Then,  however,  ai  in  the  case  before  ub,  the  statute  does  contain  langnage  wbicb  it 
not  only  eaally  capable  of  the  meaning  contended  for  by  the  ptaintlfF  Corporation,  bnt 
was  evidently  intended  to  have  that  meaning;  and,  furthermore,  when  there  U  eonpled 
with  said  lan^age  a  positive  direction  as  to  the  rule  of  constmctlon  wbicb  shall  be 
applied  thereto,  tha  plain  and  obvious  duty  of  the  court  Is  to  declare  the  intention  of 
the  law  oooordingly ;  and  to  do  otherwise,  as  the  defendant  urges  us  to  do  in  this  case, 
would  be  to  disregard  oar  highest  obligation. 

Bnt  the  defendant's  counsel  further  contends  that  the  exemption  clause  in  said  Char- 
ter was  repealed  hj  article  1,  section  2,  of  the  State  Constitution,  adopted  in  1842,  which 
provides  that  "All  free  governmenta  are  instituted  for  the  protection,  safety,  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people.  All  laws,  therefore,  should  be  made  for  tha  good  of  the  whole ;  and 
the  bnrdens  of  tha  State  onght  to  be  fairly  distributed  among  Its  citizens." 

Assuming,  for  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  that  it  was  competent  tor  tha  people  to 
repeal  that  part  of  the  Charter  in  question,  yst  we  fail  to  see  anything  in  said  cousUtn- 
tlonal  provision  which  can  possibly  be  construed  to  have  that  effect.  The  language 
used  has  no  relevancy  to.  or  bearing  npon,  the  Charter  in  qoestion.  It  is  very  general, 
and  was  evidently  Intended  as  a  declaration  of  certain  great  and  tnndamental  princi- 
plaa  which  Ue  at  the  foundation  of  every  repnblican  form  of  government.  See  In  re 
Dmranee  Strtet,*  B.I.  249;  Cleveland  v.  THpp,  13  B.  1.62.  That  the  last  claoBaofsald 
article  relates  to,  and  was  Intended  to  control,  in  a  general  way  at  least,  the  framing  of 
laws  relating  to  taxation,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  clearly  means  that  taxes  are  to  be 
fairly  dlstribnted ;  that  A  ought  not  to  be  taxed  and  B  exempted  from  taxation,  they 
being  similarly  situated;  nor  ought  the  one  to  be  taxed  on  a  different  basis  from  the 
other.  See  McTwiggan  v.  Himter,  18  B.  I.  TT8.  But  that  It  seems  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly baa  no  power  to  exempt  any  property  whatever  from  taxation,  or  that  property 
theretofore  exempted  by  charter  was  to  be  affected  thereby,  is  wholly  unreasonable. 
The  whole  course  of  State  legislation,  from  the  adoption  of  the  ConstituUon  to  the 
present  time,  conclusively  negatives  any  such  Intention.  Commencing  with  the  Digest 
of  1814  (see  page  431),  the  statutes  of  this  State  have  expressly  and  uniformly  exempted 
from  taxation  "  property  specially  exempted  by  charter,"  together  with  property 
Invested  In  houses  for  public  religious  worship,  houses  tor  schools,  and  the  land  on 
which  they  stand,  etc.,  and  various  kinds  of  property  used  for  charitable  purposes.  See 
Bevision  of  18ET,  cap.  37,  {  2 ;  Gen.  Stat.  18T2,  cap,  38,  $  2 ;  Pub.  Stat.  1882,  cap,  41,  { 1 ; 
Gen.  Laws  1S96,  cap.  44,  %  2.  Moreover,  the  General  Assembly  has  expressly  tecogniiad 
both  the  validity  and  the  inviolability  of  the  particular  exemption  in  question,  by  the 
passage,  on  Feb.  11, 1863,  of  Pub.  Laws  B.  I.  cap.  4£1,  which  is  as  follows : 
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"  Ax  Act  to  limit  thc  Bximptiox  wmau  Taxatioh  o 
FAMiLin  or  THB  Pkbsidkht  and  PKorauoBa  o 

'  It  U  aiael«d  bif  tie  OtnervU  Auembt]/ a$  /olUifot : 

SicnoM  1.  The  CorpoTsUon  of  Browo  nnlrersitjr  In  Provldanoe  conaeatinii  bereto, 
that  the  estates,  persoiu,  and  families  at  the  President  and  Proteasoca,  tor  tlie  time 
iMtng,  ot  said  University,  and  of  their  suooessors  In  office,  shall  not  hereafter  be  treed 
and  exempted  from  taxes  for  more  than  the  ttmoantot  ten  thoaund  dollars,  tor  each  of 
■nch  officers,  his  estates,  person,  and  family  tncladed. 

Sec.  2.  The  vote  of  s^d  Corporation  under  the  seal,  and  certlRed  by  the  searetary 
thereof,  declaring  that  the  Corporation,  being  authorized  by  the  President  and  Proles- 
sors  of  stid  University,  does  In  bebalt  ot  the  President  and  Protesaors,  and  In  behalf  ot 
said  Corporation,  consent  to  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  proof  of  their  con- 
sent thereto,  when  s^d  .vote  shall  have  been  filed  In  the  office  of  the  Secretaryot  State." 

Still  farther,  from  the  time  irhen  the  plaintiff  was  incorporated  to  the  present  time, 
a  period  ot  a  ceutnry  and  a  third,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  no  tax  has  ever  before  been 
assessed  upon  any  property  whatsoever  owned  by  it.  Sach  a  not  form,  long-oon  tinned 
and  practical  Interpretation  of  the  Charter  would  be  entitled  to  great  weight,  even  In 
case  of  donbt  as  to  the  proper  construction  thereof;  but  when  taken  in  connectton  with 
the  plain  and  manifest  meaning  of  the  exemption  clanse  in  qaestloD,  It  would  seem  to 
be  abont  as  conclusive  as  both  language  and  conduct  could  make  It  See  Unbm  Com- 
pany v.  aprague,  li  R.  1. 1S2-6;  InrtRgaUy  Voter*,  li  R.  L6W;  AmeHcan  Bank  r.  Mum- 
f<trd,  1 B.  I.  4TS ;  Poctunl  v.  JftcAardwtt,  IT  Mass.  144. 

The  City  Solicitor  has  died  an  elaborate  brief  In  which  he  has  dlscnsMd  with  much 
ability  the  power  ot  the  Oeneral  Assembly  to  repeal  the  exemption  clause  in  question, 
and  in  which  he  acgues  at  length  that  such  a  repeal  would  not  be  a  violation  at  the  con- 
stltntlonal  provision  regarding  the  Impairing  ot  the  obligation  of  contracts.  We  do  not 
And  it  necessary,  however,  to  consider  this  part  ot  his  brief.  No  law  has  been  passed 
repealing  the  clanse  In  question,  and  hence  It  would  be  a  work  oi  supererogation  to 
determine  what  its  effect  would  be  it  passed,  even  it  such  a  decision  would  be  ot  any 
force  or  validity,  which  of  course  It  would  not.  It  Is  enough  for  us  to  declare  that  the 
provision  of  the  Charter  in  question  Is  In  full  force  and  operation,  and  hence  that  the 
tax  assessed  upon  the  property  ot  the  plaintiff  was  wholly  Illegal  and  void. 

The  demurrer  is  overruled,  and  case  remitted  to  the  Common  Pleas  EHTtsloo  with 
direction  to  enter  Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
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